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INTRODUCTION  TO  VOLUME  III. 


Some  of  th(>  cauHes  which  contributed  to  delay  the  appearance  of 
the  second  volume  of  this  History  of  the  Royal  Navy,  have  con- 
tn'butcd  t(i  d(>hiy  the  appearrtnrf  of  this,  the  third.  The  progress 
of  the  woik  has.  as  liefore.  hvvu  li;iiii|K  rt'il  l>y  my  ill-health  and 
niy  enfoicL-d  ii^bidcace  in  the  hi^h  Alps  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  year.  A  certain  amount  of  delay,  moreover,  has  resulted 
indirectly  from  the  recent  vat  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain.  Captain  A.  T.  Hilahan,  whose  critical  narrative  of  the 
major  operations  of  the  War  of  the  American  Bevolution  fills. 
about  a  third  of  the  present  voliune,  was  employed  in  the  service 
of  his  country '  at  Washington  during  the  late  conflict,  and  was 
thtts  prevented  for  a  time  from  devoting  his  attention  to  other 
matters.  So  much  of  the  delay  as  has  been  caused  by  his  pre- 
occupation will,  I  am  sure,  be  readily  forgiven,  seeing  that  he 
has  uow  beeu  able  to  revise  proofs,  etc.,  which  luust  other%vii»e 
have  heen  sent  to  press  without  his  final  imprimatwr.  This  bode 
has  much  to  say  concerning  the  b^innings  and  the  early  exploits 
of  the  United  States*  Navy,  which,  in  the  days  of  Hull  and 
Decatur,  proved  itself  to  be  as  capable  and  chivalrous  aa 
opi>onent  as  Great  Britain  ever  had  to  meet  upon  the  seas,  and. 
which  since, — and  not  only  in  the  days  of  Tatnall,—  has  shown 
it8'-If  as  true  and  loyal  a  friend  to  Britain  and  her  Navy,  in  peace 
time,  as  it  was  gallant  a  foe  in  war.  1  cannot,  therefore,  refrain 
from  expressing  here  a  sentiment  wliich,  in  the  course  of  the  late 
short  but  brilliant  stiugglii,  must  have  welled  up  often  in  the 

*  I  should  iQisQtioa  that  my  other  Americaa  collaborator,  Mr.  Thoodorc  Ituosevclt, 
nrigmd  bit  appoiotuunt  as  Aaaiatant  SecfetaTy  of  the  IT.  8.  Navy,  in  order  to  taika  a» 
active  jiart  iu  the  war,  ami,  )iavitig  obtained  a  cimimiHsion  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  Uir  m  w 
£uQoutt  "  itough  Itiden,"  fought  .with  very  diBtiuguished  biaver}'  before  Saatiago- 
da  Cuba.  H«  haa  aiooa  bam  alaetad  GoTWOor  of  the  Stota  of  Kair  York. 
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heart  of  many  a  Briton.  We  triumph  wherev^  the  race  wins 
froBh  glories;  and  we  fed  proud  in  the  lliooght  tiiat  the  Tictoiy 
haa  heen  gained  hy  men  peaking  onr  speech,  bearing  oar  nameSt 

sharing  our  blood,  and  inspired  by  the  tradition k  Ix  qneathed  eqiMlly 
to  both  nations  by  Howard,  Drake,  Hawkins,  Blake,  Boscawen  and 
Hawke.  Not  to  us  has  it  fallen  in  these  recent  years  to  illustrate 
those  traditions,  and  to  add  to  them  fresh  epic8.  Yet,  Kinrp  onr 
brothers  of  the  New  \\  uild  have  bhowu  theiuBeivcii  ai  I^laiiiUa  and 
Santiago  the  same  men  that  they  were  at  Mobile  and  New  Orleans, 
y/e  are  surely  jostified  in  hoping  that  ure,  should  tlie  hour  for  action 
come  a^n,  shall  be  able  to  prove  that  our  branch  of  the  old  stock 
retatna»  in  a  similar  matmer,  the  oM  grit  and  the  dd  sea  virtue. 

Although,  as  I  have  said,  the  progress  of  Oie  work  continues  to 
he  somcwliat  delayed  by  my  personal  disabilities,  I  am  not  conscious 
that  the  book  suffers  in  any  other  way  in  consequence  nf  my  ill- 
health.  Tbnnks  to  iny  numerous  and  indefatigable  iielpers  and 
cornspondeiits,  I  am  not,  in  spite  of  niy  ntcessarv  nJjsence  from 
home,  obliged  to  forego  reference  to  any  documeuts,  stale  papers,  or 
books  wimh  ought  to  be  consulted.  Happily,  too,  most  of  the 
materials  for  tny  part  of  the  work  were  collected,  and,  to  some 
extent,  set  in  order,  ere  I  becsme  a  prisoner  here ;  and  although,  of 
course,  I  still  \cry  often  liave  to  appeal  for  further  particulars  to  the 
public  libraries,  the  Eecord  Office,  private  muniment  rooms,  and 
other  storehouses  of  fact,  there  is,  I  find,  rcmarkal>ly  little  supple- 
mentary research  of  this  kind  which  cannot  he  earned  out  for  me 
by  my  assistants.  It  is  a  longer  process,  and  a  costher,  but  not,  I 
hope,  a  lesa  ellective  one. 

I  make  this  explanation  because  some  friendly  critio»  who  have 
been  so  good  as  to  point  out  certain  small  errors  of  omission  or 
commission  in  the  previous  volumes,  have  generously  hinted  their 
conviction  that,  were  I  not  the  invatid  I  unfortunately  am,  these 

errors  would  not  have  appeared.  If  I  really  believed  that  my  state 
of  health  were  incompatible  with  the  canying  out  of  the  work  in 
hand,  I  should  assuredly  trs'  to  find  someone  else  to  take  over  my 
duties  and  responsibilities.  lUit  the  fact  la  that  such  niorh  as  1 
have  had  brought  to  my  notice,— and  fortmiately  they  are  neither 
serious  iior  numerous, — are  inevitable  imperfections  in  any  book  of 
this  nature ;  for,  paradoxical  though  it  be,  I  can  safely  assert  that 
in  nothing  is  it  so  impossible  to  attain  to  absolute  correctness  and 
finality  as  in  a  critical  record  of  historic  facts.    The  difKculty 
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would  beset  luc  equiilly,  wt  re  1  sound  iiiKtearl  of  sick,  aTid  in  London 
instead  nf  in  Hwitzerlmul,  There  are  coniiicts  of  (.-vidence  which 
ap|>ear  ineconcilable ;  there  are  original  authorities  which  cannot 
be  laid  huidB  upon,  or  which  eren  the  most  sfcadionsly  catefnl  will 
by  chanoe  overlook ;  and  there  are  many  queaiuHiSt  tiie  discnaaton  of 
which  cannot  be  eexioosly  attempted  in  a  work  to  which  limits  have 
been  set.  I  am  sure  that  some  at  least  of  tiie  critics  to  whom  I 
li  ivr>  alluded,  have  made  Hie  mistake  of  su^aosing  that  it  is  because 
•of  my  condition  and  my  position  that  I  have  ignored  this  \vitne,ss' 
testimony  on  a  court-martial,  have  seemed  to  pay  little  or  no  heed 
to  the  statempntfi  contained  in  that  document,  or  have  failed  to 
enter  ux>ou  such  and  such  an  inleiesting,  but  wide  point  of  criticism. 
I  am  obliged  to  say  that  snch  sh<»iicomings  as  are  to  he  fonnd  in 
these  vdumes  are  doe,  for  ^  most  part,  to  veiy  different  canaes. 
iB'trsfly,  I  am  restrained  by  the  ^aoe  at  my  command  from  touching 
upon  many  subjects  with  which  I  should  otherwise  like  to  deal  at 
length,  and  from  entering  Upon  long  dttcossions  as  to  the  credibility 
of  cvidetice.  The  same  consideration  even  oblifres  me  to  omit  many 
footnotes  and  references  which  1  should  otherwise  ffladly  include. 
.Secondly,  I  am  guided  by  the  conviction  that  anyone  who  aspires 
to  complete  a  book  so  voluminous  as  this  Histoiy,  must  perforce 
proceed  npon  principles  somewhat  aimilar  to  those  which  Dr. 
Johnson  sketched  in  a  very  famous  passage. 

** FiUltUfM,**  he  wrote,  "  however  frequent,  may  ucimit  of  cxtcnuAtinn  ami  aiKtlogy. 
To  baVA  atteilt]>tc*i  much  is  always  laudable,  even  whe  n  tlie  entci]jrist'  it  above  tho 
ulrens;!!!  that  uiiiiertakes  it.  To  deliber:iie  whenever  1  doubted,  to  enquire  whenever  1 
was  ignorant,  would  have  protracted  ihv  uiidui  taking  without  end,  and  perh.aps  without 
improvement.  I  taw  tlutt  one  enquiry  only  gave  occasion  to  another,  that  book  referred 
to  book,  that  to  it«arc1k  wait  not  always  to  find,  aud  to  find  wai  not  always  to  be 
informed  ;  and  that  thus  to  pursue  perfection  was,  like  the  first  inhaliitBato  of  Arcadia, 
to  chai>e  the  !«un,  which,  when  they  hud  rnulied  the  hiU  wImm  1m  MBmed  to  IWt,  waa 
atill  beheld  at  the  aaine  distance  from  them." 

If,  to  put  matters  in  other  words,  one  were  determined,  in  an 
undertaking  of  this  kind,  to  be  content  with  nothing  short  of  absolute 

completeness  and  finslily,  neither  the  initiator,  nor,  after  his  death, 
«ny  of  his  successors,  would  live  long  enough  to  finish  the  work. 

I  make  bold  to  recomniend  this  reflection  to  all  my  critics,  and 
especially  to  one  of  them,  who,  in  liis  review  of  my  second  volume, 
said,  speakinf?  of  the  account  there  given  of  the  first  Dutch  War 
(1652-54),  that  it  was  "  premature."  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  will  be 
possible,  say  a  hundred  years  hence,  to  write  a  b^tm  and  completer 
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hktcMy  of  that  war  than  can  be  written  now ;  but  to  admit  so  muck 
is  suxely  not  fhe  same  thing  as  to  agree  that  a  hiatoxy,  carefnlly 

written  now,  and  illustrated  with  scores  of  previously  unpublished 
fact^,  '\&  written  too  soon.  It  is  surely  not  "prranatnxe"  to  brush 
aw!iy  cvon  a  sifigle  published  error  or  misconception  conceniinj?  tho 
course  of  our  naval  historj'  ;  and,  1  think,  T  may  safely  say  tliat  this 
volume*  and  tlxKo  volunifs  which  liavc  pircedfd  it, — although  they, 
too,  possibly  coritiiiii  uuuiy  errors  on  nmiur  points, — ^give,  upon  the 
Didiolet  a  much  fairer  and  mote  accniate  veiaion  of  that  histoiy  than 
has  heoi  hitherto  presented.  One  dans  not  hope  for— mudi  less 
can  one  wait  for, — absolute  finality.  But,  by  means  of  an  under- 
taking planned  and  carried  out  as  this  one  is,  in  accordance  with 
the  principles  set  forth  in  my  General  Preface,  one  may  at  least  bo 
instnimental  in  enlarging  general  knowledge  of  a  great  sul>ject,  and 
in  renderint,'  irripnsHiblc  the  futiin*  acceptatiofi  of  some  of  the  ^c^^'^ 
and  astonishing  luisstiitemeiits  un  naval  ninttt  is  wliicli  one  finds  in 
almost  every  English  history.  I  have  no  wish  to  say  here  anything 
unkind  about  any  of  my  brother  men  of  letters:  Init  I  cannot 
abstain  from  citing  from  one  particular  book  a  few  misstatements  of 
the  sort  to  which  I  allude,  in  order  that  it  may  be  seen  that  the 
present  work  is  not "  pxematuxe,"  and  tibat  there  does  exist  already 
a  real  necessity  for  something  of  the  kind.  I  speak  of  a  book,  dealing 
with  English  history  generally,  and  consisting  of  upwards  of  eleven 
hundred  large  pages  of  small  Tt  bears  the  imprint  of  reputable 

publishers;  and  ujmju  the  title  j>aj_;c  are  the  names  of  two  distin- 
guished university  men,  one  of  whom  is  described  as  a  lecturer  on 
modem  history,  and  the  other  as  a  late  professor  on  history,  in  a 
well-known  Bnglish  college.  The  second  edition  of  this  book,  dated 
1885,  is  reqrausible  for  Uie  following  extraordinazy  statements, 
among  others. 

Of  Admiral  Edward  Vernon  (1),  it  is  said  that  he  was  a  "rear- 
adjiiim!  at  twenty-four,"  and  that  he  "  failed  in  his  attempt  to 
seize  I'orto  J^ollo.  from  an  insufficiency  of  forct ."  Tlie  tnith  is 
that  Venion  was  made  a  vice-admiral  in  lliiU,  when  he  was  fifty- 
live,  that  he  had  never  before  held  flag-rank,  and  that,  far  from 
failing  at  I'uerto  Bello,  he  briUiantly  captured  that  place  ou 
November  22nd,  1739,  with  six  ships  only,"  as  may  be  seen  on 
r^erence  to  pp.  M-57  of  the  present  volume. 

Surely  there  is  some  unconscious  suppresth  veri  in  the  assertion 
that,  "foiled  in  his  attempt  to  catch  the  Spanish  treasure-ship,. 
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Anson  sailed  westward  from  Aiucnca  with  the  Centurion,  his  sole 
remaiuiug  ship,  and  arrived  at  Spithead  in  June  1741,"  The  8tor\' 
ol  whaA  really  happened,  and  of  how  the  Manilla  galleou  was  taken, 
will  be  found  on  p.  823  of  this  volume. 

Episodes,  localities,  and  individuals  are  curiously  jumbled  and 
confused  in  the  following  passage : — *'  On  the  Ist  of  June,  1794,  the 
division  of  the  ('Iminu  l  fleet  commanded  by  Lord  Howe  attacked 
and  utterly  defeated  the  French  fleet  off  the  Hyeres  Islands.  In 
thiR  action  Jlood  plfiyed  ii  rmispipumis  part,  and  in  the  following 
August  lie  was  created  Baron  l3n<li»ort,  in  the  Irish  peerage."  It  is 
true,  of  course,  that  a  great  battle  was  fought  on  '*  The  Glorious 
First  of  June,"  1794  ;  but  it  was  fought,  not  off  the  Hyeres  Islands, 
which  lie  near  Toulon,  in  the  Meditoxaoean,  but  off  Ushant,  near 
tiie  mouth  of  the  British  Channel.  The  only  important  action 
fought  off  Hyiies  during  the  wax  of  1793-1802  was  fought  in  July» 
1795,  by  a  British  fleet  under  Admiral  William  Hotham  (1).  That 
force  was  not  a  division  of  the  Cluunul  fl(  (i,  nor  were  the  fiench 
utterly  defeated  on  the  occasion,  Moreovar,  Lord  Biidport  was  not 
upon  the  (^ceiin. 

Koduey  is  det»cril>ed  as  "  the  son  of  a  naval  officer  ol  some 
reuowa."  Henrj'  Koduey,  his  father,  is  usually  supposed,  neverthe- 
less, to  have  been  a  country  gentleman,  hving  at  Walt(m«on-Tluunes. 
It  is  further  said  of  Bodney  that,  while  he  was  residing  in  France, 
"offers  were  made  by  the  French  to  tempt  him  to  desert  his 
country;  but  he  rejected  the  overtures,  and  was  rewarded  in  1778 
by  being  promoted  to  be  an  admiral."  It  is  news  that  promotion  in 
the  Navy  has  ever  been  n  reward  for  a  flag-ofticer'«  refusal  to  Itecome 
a  traitor :  yet,  seeing  that  when  Rodney  av:i^  made  an  Admiral  of 
the  White,  on  January  'JOth,  17H2,  he  was  siill  in  France,  and  that, 
according  to  the  generally  accepted  story,  he  owed  his  abihl\  to 
return  to  England  to  the  fact  that  a  French  gentleman  lent  him  the 
necessary  money,  it  is  difficult  to  bdieve  that  the  authorities  at 
Whitehall,  if  they  had  ever  suspected  him  of  treasonable  proclivities, 
could  have  felt  sure,  when  they  promoted  him,  that  th^r  suspioionB 
were  baseless. 

Of  Sir  Cliarl.  s  Napier  it  is  said  :  **  in  1829  he  was  employed  off 
the  coast  of  i'ortuual  in  the  Galatea.  He  supported  the  Constitu- 
tionalists ;  defeated  tlu:  licet  of  Don  "Mijjuel,  and  settled  Donna 
Maria  on  the  throne.  Don  Pedro  was  unijounded  in  his  gratitude : 
created  him  Viscount  of  Cape  St.  Vincent;  gave  him  all  the 
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I'oiiugLu^^t'  (Uilt'is,  ami  iiiimcd  liini  adniiral-in-chief."  From  this  it 
would  ceiUiinly  appear  to  ihe  ordinary  reader  that,  wlule  com- 
manding H.M.8.  ChUatca,  Napier  took  an  active  gart  in  the  intonMl 
afiaira  of  Portugal  and  defeated  Don  Miguel ;  and  tiiat,  in  conse- 
quence  of  hiB  action,  he  was  given  command  ol  Don  Pedro's  fleet. 
Yet,  in  fact,  Napier  quitted  the  Gahifca  early  in  1832;  succeeded 
Sartorius  in  command  of  Don  Pedro's  fleet  in  1833,  and  did  not, 
until  lie  was  already  f»orvinfr  in  that  capacity,  defeat  Don  Mifiuel. 

1  jui«^ht,  if  it  Were  woitli  ^vhile.  cite  scores  of  other  misstate- 
lUL'nis,  {Mjiially  aRtnnisliiii;,',  fiotu  the  hook  in  question,  and  from 
other  recent  works  dealing  with  English  history.     iSurely,  when 

such  miastaleineiits  «re  being  circulated  Inoadoast,  it  is  not 
"premature"  to  put  forward  a  Kaval  History  which,  though  it 
may  possibly  contain  errors  on  obscure  points  of  &ct  or  criticism, 
and  though  it  make  no  {Hretence  to  be  absolutely  complete  and 

tinal,  has  Iwen,  at  least,  prepared  with  a  vast  amount  of  care, 
which  is  thp  ontcome  of  reference, — not,  of  ronrsp,  to  all  existing 
original  aiithen-ities,  but  tn  many  thousands  of  uiipulilislicil  docu- 
ments,  jnivate  and  public,  and  lu  many  thousands  of  printed 
liistories,  biographies,  ofticial  papers,  Xavy  lists,  pamphieia  and 
periodicals;  and  which  has  involved  research  in,  and,  in  some 
cases,  special  journeys  to,  not  merely  many  parts  of  England,  but 
also  France,  America,  Spain,  Holland,  Bussia,  Denmark  and  Italy. 

For  Chapters  XXVI,  XXVII,  and  XXX,  of  the  present  volume, 
and  for  the  appendix  and  some  of  the  notes  to  Chapter  XXXI,  I  am 
directly  respojisible.  Sir  (Mciiu  nt?^  Markham  contributes  Chapter 
XXIX  ;  Captain  Muhan,  ('l>a])ti  r  XXXT,  and  Mr.  L.  Carr  Laughton, 
Chapter  XXVIII,  and  the  appendix  tlit  icto. 

Captain  iSIahan  desires  me  to  express  here,  on  his  behalf,  very 
cordial  thanks  to  PMfessor  J.  K.  Laughton,  B.N.,  who  has  kiudly 
assisted  him  in  many  ways  in  the  preparation  of  Chaptw  XXXI,  in 
the  present  volume.*  With  regard  to  that  chapter,  I  ought  to  point 
out  that  the  plan,  on  p.  375,  of  the  naval  attack  on  Fort  Moultrie, 
Charleston,  in  1776,  will  l>e  found  to  differ,  in  some  small  and  un- 
important details,  from  Captain  Mahan's  description  of  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  ships  and  of  the  guns  in  the  works.  Seeing,  however, 
that  the  plau  m  question  is  babied  upon  a  coutemporary  drawing 

'  "Ho  kindly  ijlnccd  at  my  disposal  numcrotiK  notes  made  by  him  at  the  Pecord 
OffiM.  TlwM  h*Te  been  of  greiU»  aad  indeed  of  indiapeomble  aaiuclance  in  the 
DBiistiyB."— Letter  of  Oaptun  Ualuni  to     L.  <X 
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made  upon  the  spot  by  a  Biitish  mnal  oHict^r,  and  intended  to 
4iccompauy  and  illustiute  the  diBpatch  of  Conimodnro  Sir  Poter 
Parker  (1),  I  have  deemed  it  to  be  of  more  than  sutticic  at  iiilcicst 
to  warrant  its  rejiioduction.  For  its  inchi;>ion,  ImwcN or,  Captain 
MabaJi  not  rebpuumble.  Among  other  supplementury  iliuHtralions 
which  I  have  ventured  to  add  to  his  chapter,  is  the  valuable  note  on 
p.  886.  It  is  bat  a  brief  note ;  bat  it  repreaents  the  resnlts  of  many 
days'  labour;  and  we  should  not  have  beoi  able  to  obtun  &e 
figures  contained  in  it,  had  we  not  had  the  co-operation  of  Colonel 
H.  Hozier,  Secretary  of  Lloyd's,  who  most  kindly  allowed  some  of 
the  clerks  in  his  office  to  compile  the  table  from  the  original 
documents. 

To  Lord  Vernon,  for  information  concerning  Ins  tlisiin^nuKhcd 
kinsman,  Admiral  Edward  Yemen  (1),  and  to  C'apuun  Tliomus 
SnckUngy  B.N.  (letd.)*  I  desire  also  to  express  special  thanks. 

I  regret  that,  owing  to  the  fact  that  more  than  one  chapter 
•of  the  present  volnme  has  eztraded  to  greater  length  than  was 
originally  intended,  I  have  found  it  imposmble  to  conclude  the 
history  of  the  period  1762-1793  with  Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson's  account 
of  the  minor  operations  of  the  War  of  American  llevolution.  That 
jiccmuit  will  form  the  first  chapter  of  Vol.  IV,  which,  since  most 
of  it  is  already  in  type,  will,  I  hope,  be  in  a  condition  for  publication 
very  early  in  the  year  18U9. 

W.  L.  C. 


I>AVO«-AM-ri.ATZ,  SwrrZESfcAlIlK 

Hoc.  1808. 


ERRATA. 


The  reader  is  requeated  tO  COmct  the  following  errorp,  the  prepuce  uf  which  Wll 
not  discovered  uutil  alU-r  the  greater  {tart  of  the  volume  bikd  been  sout  to  proai. 

P.    9,  at  riid  of  ih:  (able,  \t>  Oc  tvo  Juu:'  r  live$,  under  r'alili  ^, 

for  Diameter  of  bower  cables,  read  Circumference  oi  b<j»er  cables, 

P.  87r>,  Un>;  4  from  Mtom, 

for  Captaiu  James  Bdd«  read  CnanMnder  Jvom  Reid. 
„    line  2  fnm  botUmf 

for  Christopher,  rtai  ToUu, 

P.  380,  Hm  5, 

for  Admiral  Lord  Hom^  reoJ  Vice-Admiral  Lord  How«. 

P.  387,  Um  21, 

/or  Caulfield,  nod  CkulfeOd, 

P.  406,  •!»  /a»e  •«  itofe,  utMfo-  "VlgilMit, 

/or  Com.  Hugh  Qobeny  ChiisUui,  rtnA  Com.  BralmzoD  ChrutMn 

\\  471,  Unt  18, 

for  Thutuas  OnTM  (1),  rvad  Thouia«  Graven  (2). 

P.473,f/i»*25, 

A.,  (  atiirieia,  rmA  CHulfeltd. 
„    lint  2G, 

for  PoftoTier,  ««n2  Booavia. 

.    P.  474,  Uw.  2  from  hotlom, 

for  CauIli'M,  yi  ad  Gaulfeild. 

P.  505,  t»  '2ud  col.  of  table, 

for  CapL  George  Uuiray,  rmd  C«pt.  Hon.  George  Murray. 
for  Capk  Bohert  Satbm,  nod  C«pt»  fiobwt  lluuiefB  Sutton. 

P.  53H,  line  14, 

for  Kichard  Hughes,  Bart.  (2),  reud  Hichuni  Hughes  (.'.»,  Hart. 
„     in  frit  f oof -note, 

for  Hicliard  lIuglicR,  Bwt.  (1),  read  Richard  Hughes  (2X  Bart. 

P.  540,  tM  ird  col,  i^f  note, 

ybr  Hentf  rmid  Hint. 

V.  550,  M  linr  «  o/  4</i  col.  of  (able, 

fur  Lapalliir^  imi  LapeUiilv. 

P.  554,  /iwe  35, 

far  Batacalo^  rtad  Batticaloa. 

P.  657,  line  IS, 

/or  BatacalOb  mod  BatUcnkw. 
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NAVAL  HISTOEY. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

CIVIL  HISTORY  OF  THE  ROYAL  NAVY,  17i4-17tV2. 

Adinlni-itmtinn  of  t],f  N'.wy — The  Achniri^ltv  Board — The  Sick  :tn<l  Woundiil  Board — 
Tbu  Aihniraliy  Buildings— The  Navy  Ollice— Tho  Navy  Pay  Office— Firtit  Lordu 
and  SciTeturies  of  the  Adiiiiralty,  and  I'riiKii«l  Officcn*  of  the  Navy,  1714-1702 — 
\;iv:il  Ks]X!nditure— Tiirrert«p  in  vari<ui8  classen  of  Hiii|iH — State  of  the  fleet  in  1714, 
1727,  1752  and  17(fO— J'he  intruluctiunof  the  true  frigate — Thediuieusionnof  Hhii» 
—Coni))lcn)entA— Small  ami*— A]ichar»--^»bleK-'Uetbod  of  oompuliDg  tonnage 
— Servirc  >  rvlri:ii>' o  The  nrmniTient  "f  shijis — Smne  typUal  men-of-war — Ctist  of 
mcn-<>f-vvjir  in  17i5>,  17.;.1  ami  1711  Uiwllcy's*  quadrant — Harrison's  timekeeper 
— Coi)]>erin{; — Sail-cloth—The  K«ldy»t<<ne  Lijiht — I.ip;hthnuae8 — LinhtJthip* — Tbo 
KingV  IlegulatiiitiK  and  Admiralty  la»tructiatii — ^FUot« — Smugglers — Vernon  on 
smuggler:*  and  their  dangers — Hepressioa  of  fiirftcy — The  Articles  of  War- 
Greenwich  Hoepital — The  encouragement  of  seamen— Prize  money — Bouiitiea  to 
oeamen — Pay  and  half-pay — (Itlicers'  MfTAnt»— Promotion  to  Hag-rank — Supei^ 
nunuati^n  of  Captains — The  e»ubli»hn]«nt  of  uniform  for  oQicers — The  rough  life 
«\  tlu'  Hervic«— Tlie  chnncter  of  ofBoen — ^Inunorality  on  the  lower  deck — ^Health 
wf  the  Xavy. 

T\URING  the  period  17M-17()2  very  littlo  change 
took  place  in  the  character  of  the  machinery 
whereby  the  Koyal  Navv  was  administered.  Tliat 
machinery  had  aUuined  a  certain  degree  ol  periection, 
and  was  in  fairly  good  woridng  order.  The  Act  of 
WiUiam  and  Maty,^  which  specified  and  defined  the 
functions  of  the  GommissioneiB  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  England,  contintied  to  be  the  authority  in  virtue  of  which 
the  Admiralty  Board  acted^  and  the  patent  grant (  <1  to  her  Admiralty 
Board  by  Queen  Anne  \va«  substantially  reproduced  from  time  to 
time  as  fresh  Boards  succeedcid  one  another.  In  the  civil  ilcpart- 
luent,  the  mofet  iin^inrtant  alteration  was  tho  appointment,  in 
1740,  of  a  Sick  and  Wuunded  iioord.  The  sick  and  hurt  seamen 
of  the  >tavy  had  been  looked  after  by  a  Ck>uuaissiou  in  the  reigu 
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of  William  III. ;  bat  in  1692  the  bnBiness  hud  been  transfeTred  to 
the  Commissionets  of  the  Register  Office,  and  thence,  in  1702,  to 
another  separate  CominiH.sion,  which  had  lasted  until  171:!.  There- 
alter,  for  some  years,  things  ranained  unnetUed ;  but  in  1740,  in 

ooiisf'fpu'neo  of  tlir  wi\r  with  Spain,  ri  Coiuinisaion  was  ftjM'ciiilly 
(,'r;uit('(l  to  three  pt  rsotis.  wlio  wcxv  t  iitnistfd  not  only  with  the  cure 
(it  sick  and  wounded  bcuuRni,  hut  aku  with  the  Ruperintendenro  of 
medical  stores  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  Nuvy,  the  inaniigeiueni  of 
naval  hospitals  ashore  and  afloat,  the  examination  and  appointment 
of  naval  suigeons,  uid  the  maintenance  and  exchange  of  ptisoners 
of  war.  From  1745  to  1749,  this  Board  consisted  of  four  instead 
of  three  Commissioners ;  from  1749  to  1755,  of  two  only ;  fn»u 
April  to  Novemher,  1755,  of  three,  a-s  at  firet;  and  from  1755  to 
1763,  of  four.    Its  oflire^t  w(!re  on  Tower  TTill. 

The  old  Adminiity  huildings  at  Wallmgtord  House  fell  into  decay 
about  the  ye<ar  172"2.  when  the  office  of  the  Comniissiuutis  was 
temporarily  trdoisferred  to  a  house  in  St.  James's  Square.  The 
older  part  of  the  present  Admiralty  bnildinga  in  Whitehall,  was 
completed  and  occnpied  in  1725,  though  not  until  1760  was  the 
colonnade  or  screen  built,  across  the  street-side  of  the  court-yard  to 
mitigate  the  unpleasant  effect  produced  by  the  attenuated  > propor- 
tions of  the  columns  on  the  western  nide  of  the  square.  The  Navy 
Office  rojnained  diiriti«,'  tlu'  period  at  the  corner  of  Seething'  Lane 
and  C'rutched  Jb'riars ;  and  the  Navy  Fay  Oibce  was  iu  Old  Broad 
Street. 

The  succession  of  the  more  important  administrative  officei's  was 
as  follows : — 

PiRST  Loud  of  the  Admihalty. 

Oct.  14,  1714.  Edward,  Earl  of  Orford,  Admiral. 

Ap.  16, 1717.  James,  Earl  of  Berkeley,  Admiral. 

Aug.  2, 1727.  George,  Viscount  Torriogton,  Admiral. 

June  21,  1788.  Sir  Charles  Wager,  Kt.,  Admiral. 

Mar.  19,  174*2.  Daniel,  Earl  of  Winchelaea, 
Dec.        1744.  John,  Duke  of  Bedford. 

Feb.  20, 1748.  John,  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

Jane  2*2,  1751.  George,  Lord  Anson,  Admiral. 

Nov.  *20,  175G.  liichanl.  V.mA  Temple. 
Ap.  1757.  Daniel,  Earl  of  Winrbelsea. 

June  30,  1757.  George,  Lord  .\nson,  -\dmiral. 

June  19, 1762.  George,  Earl  of  Halifax. 

Oct.  16, 1762.  George  Grenville. 
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Secuetahy  of  the  Adxiraltt. 

Josiiih  Burchett. 
1742.  Thomas  Cnrhctt. 

1751.  John  ('levluiul  (with,  as  assistant  aud  deputy, 
John  Milnes). 


TU£Ai>UKKB  OF  THE  NaVY. 

John  AisUbie. 

Richard  Hain)M)(<ii. 


Fab. 
Dec. 


1720.  Sir  GeOb  Byog,  Kt.,  Ailin. 
1724. 
1725. 
1734. 
1742. 
1742. 


1748. 

1744, 
174Si. 
1764. 


Hon.  Henry  Patt«e  Byng. 
William  Corlictt. 
Arthur  Oasluw. 
Thotnu  Clatterbuck. 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  Kt, 

AdmiraL 
Bir  John  Biuhout,  Burt. 

Hon.  lleury  Bilwu  Legge. 
Oeoi^e  Gtenville. 


175o.  (JiH.rL.'*'  T>^■^!•I;tl^lMl|. 

1750.  Ueorgo  Grcnville. 
April      1767.  Gvorge  Doddiogton. 
June       IT.'T.  GcTirr^p  'frenviUo. 

1702.  Willioii)    Wilduuui,  Vis- 
ouodt  BAirington. 

CoeiTitOLUB  or  vbi  Vatt. 

Sir  Charles  Wager,  Kt., 
RMr-AduuniL 
April      17ia  Thonui    Swanbni  (1), 

Captain,  R.X. 
Jao.       1722.  Jmuw  Mighells  Vtoe-Ad- 
tniral. 

Mtf.       1734.  Kicbanl    Haddock  (2), 

CaptAin,  I{.N. 
Mar.  28;  1749.  Sangie  MoRtvn,  Captain, 

T!.N. 

r«b.  1755.  £dward  Fftlkingbom  (1), 
bftptabi,  R Jf. 

Nov.  1755.  CbarlcR  Saunderek  Cap* 
tain,  IU(. 

Jum      1766.  Digby  Dent  (2),  Captain, 

Dec*  17o(j,  (ieorge  Cockbume^  Cap- 
tain, lUN. 

SOKTSTOIt  OP  TRB  NaTY. 

WiUwm 

Mar.      1716.  Jacob  Ackwortb. 
June      1746.  Jonph  AWn. 

Aug.  1755.(Sl"«'' 


Clliik  of  the  Atri-a. 
Samuel  Atkina. 
May       171f».  'ri-miwKt  Hylmee. 
Si-pt,      1726.  TboDiao  Pearcc. 
A|»ril      1746.  John  Clevland. 
Aug.       174ii.  KohertOKlMinie. 
July       1747.  Daniel  U«v«rt. 
Jan.       1761.  Timothy  Brett 
Mar.       1761.  Edward  MaaoD. 

COKTBOLLRR  OF  THt:  TBSABOBBft^ 

Accou.\i«. 

Dennie  Liddell. 
'  X<>v.        1717.  Rjrhir  l  nurtni,. 

.\ug.  17,  1727.  Sir  Ocor;ge  SaunderH,  Kt., 
I  Captain  and  Beai^Adn. 

1  Feb.       1786.  Qeorge  Purria,  Captain, 
'  R-N. 
I  Mar.       t74a  John  Pbilipwio. 

Dec       1743.  "William  Corlwtt. 

Aug.      1753.  Rkiiard  UalL 

Mar.      1761.  limothy  Brett 

CbBTBOLutB  or  vas  Vktvaluso 

Accounts. 

lienjamin  Timewell. 
Nov.       1714.  Hichard  Burton. 
Nov.       1717.  JniiiL  Fawler. 
Juue       1744.  Francis  Gaabry. 
July      1747.  Robert  Oabome. 

OoUtnOLLCK  OF  THE  STOBBKCBMCB'k 

ACCOUNTO. 

Tkomas  JeuningN,  Op- 
tain,  R.N. 

2foT.  1714.  Cbarlee  Camtnai,  Cap- 
tain, R.N. 

July  1716.  Thomas  Swanton  (1), 
Captain,  B.N. 

April  1718.  William  CleTeJand,  Cap- 
tain, R.N, 

Hay       1732.  Robert  Byng. 

May       1739.  John  Pbilipmti. 

Mar,        1740.  Gwrgc  Cr.nvlr. 

Mar.       1752.  Kicbard  Hall. 

Aug.      1753,  George  Adama. 

Mar.  1761.  Hon.  William  Batamaa, 
Captain,  R.N. 
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HxTUA  C(iMMiN»niNKUh.  .  Juiiu       1704.  Aitliur    N.utt,  Captaio, 
IaMcT<nnieMnd,Ca|«tBin, 

H.X.  Nov.      1765*  Tlutmn*  Owfer,  Cnptain, 

Lawreace  Wright,  Csjv  ;  M-N. 

tdtn,  B.K.  '  Ju>.       1701.  Tli«mM  Hkuway,  Ciip- 
Not.       1714.  J..l.n  Fawler.  tain.  B.N. 

■Dec.       1717.  Thomas  C^ilby.  |     Port*ru''<iih  :~~ 

J«D.       1727.  Sir  Gwrg»HiniiHle«,Kt.,     y,,^        1711.  IsiHcTowncwiid,  Cui  taa  , 

Captain,  Il.X.  |j 

May       17:iy.  Sir  W  TowiMwwua,  ,  1720.  Kichar'l     Hujrhea  (1), 


Oaptain,  B.X. 

May       IT.'il.  llolcrt  Hynj;. 
May       1732.  Lord  Vere  Ikauclurk,  Ca|>- 
tain,  B.K. 

Hay        1738.  Georgo  Cnm  lc. 

Mar.       1740.  Frauds  Uashry. 

April  6,  1743.  JaiiMil  ComptoD,  Ciit>**iB> 

R.\. 

Ai>ril   ti,  1743.  Alexander  Gcddcs  *-'»!>- 

tain,  HJ?. 
Jan.        1744.  James  Oswald. 
May        174(i.  Kdward  Falkinghani  [V), 

Captain,  H.X, 
July        1747.  Jnlih  Itii^wll. 
Feb.        17.>').  'i  iiuiuiiK  Co<»|)cr,  Captain, 

11.x. 

Kov.  1755.  Arthur  8cott,  Cajitain, 
K.N. 

Mar.  I7fi6.  Uighy  Dent  (2%  Qtp- 
tain,  Il.X. 

May  ITt'iti.  Hun.  William  Bateman, 
Captain,  H.X. 

Dec.  17GB.  Digby  Dent  (2),  Captain, 
B.N.  (ap»in). 

Jmi.        ITiiI.  I'^iward  Mawm. 

Mw.       174>1.  Sir  Iticbaixl  Ten)]>le. 

Mar.  1761.  Sir  John  Bentley,  (  ap- 
taiD,  B.K. 

CuxmaBKncBBS  at  H.V.  Dock- 


Captaiii,  Il.X. 
Fab.       1754.  Bichard     IlucheH  (2), 
Capuia,   U.N.  (Bart. 
1773). 

Pljfmouth : — 

Kov.  1714.  Sir  William  Jumper,  Kt., 
Captain,  H.X. 

Mar.  1716.  ThomaN  Swaototi,  CStp- 
toiii,  H.X. 

July  17115.  FramiH  Dove,  (.'aptain, 
H.X. 

April       1726.  .Sir  Ni  li.i  is  Trflvauion, 

Kt.,  ("uptaiL,  U.N. 
Dec.    9, 1737.  M  a  t  c  i  1 .  ^  Norria,  Onptaiii, 

It.N. 

Jon.  17^!*.  I'liilip  Va!iLiii<!li,  C!a|ttaiu, 
H.N. 

Oct.  175i).  Frederick  Hogeni,  Captain, 
H.N.  (Hart.  1773). 

Ih-jitjotd  uud  Woolwich  ' ; — 

Henry  Ctrr«nhllL 
May  20,1744.  Tlu»nms  Wlunrwood,  Cap- 
tain, It.N. 

Jan.  1745.  Edward  Falkingham  (1), 
Ciijttain,  H.X. 

May  1741).  Jnntes  Coiiiptoa,  Captain, 
K.N. 

Dec.       1747.  William  Dnviea,  CaptaiD, 

H.X. 


YAROe,  KTC. 

Ckatita 

m  : — 

Nov. 

1714  Jaiues  Littleti>n,  Captain 

Dec.  10, 1742.  Ivdward  Falkiugliaiu  (1), 

and  Bear-Adniiral. 

Captain,  B.N. 

Mar. 

1722,  ThomaM      i<  -    pi  home, 

June  2!),  1744.  Tli<>nia>.  TrefuNS,Captain, 

Capt.-iin,  K..\. 

ILX. 

July 

nSA.  Tbonuut  Mathewit,  Cap> 

Feb.  25, 1747.  John    Tuwry,  Captain, 

lain,  li.X. 

H.X. 

April 

1742.  Cliark'H  Hiuvvn,  Captain, 

June  Tl,  Vti>C>.  CLarleM   Culby,  Ca|>taiu, 

B.N. 

B.N. 

'  The  buaiiieiw  of  tbera  Vaida  was  condiu  tetl  liy  the  Coniiuiteiuuers  in  LondoD, 
after  the  death  uf  Oaiitain  Daviea  on  February  IGtli,  175'J. 
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The  following  statement  of  the  sums  annually  voted  by  Parlia- 
mt'rit  for  the  '*  extra  "  ami  for  tlic  '*  onliti.'irv  "  expenses  nf  the 
Royai  Navy,  and  of  tlic  munlH  r  of  neamen  and  Miirines  authorified 
for  ea^'h  year,  in  taken  frctni  Derrick's  '  Metnoirs  of  the  liise  and 
Progress  of  the  lioyal  Mavy.''  It  ahouiti  be  explained  that  the 
money  Toted  under  the  bead  of  "extra,"  was  aJmost  mvari»bly 
used  for  building  or  repairing  ships,  for  providing  fomitnre  and 
stores  for  such  vessels,  or  for  improving  the  BoyaJ  Dockyards ;  bat 
that,  occasionally,  portions  of  the  money  were  employed  for  the 
replmusiuuent  of  the  supplies  of  hemp,  timber,  etc.,  when  the 
quantities  in  hand  happened  to  be  low,  and  for  other  special 
services : — 


Ywr. 

Extn. 

1 

j  Ordlntrjr. 

No.  uf  SmnMa 
•nil  M«rlaw.> 

Ymt.  I  Estn. 

No.  uf  S<mtuni 

mni  M«rt»fi.* 

X 

t 

I 

t 

£ 

1716 

287,277 

288.471 

)((()  lO.*!"  M  . 
\l,)>)  lli,(MN» 

17.'«t 
1740 

222,<JH9 
lit!  1,704 

12,000 

.{.'>,  (NX) 

17M 

2.t<.),f>_':i 

2.i;5,H4!t 

l«),e<Hi 

1741 

1H4,«;!»1 

40, (NX) 

1717 

200,761 

22(i,75»» 

lU.lXMl 

1742 

'• 

lHH,7.'>«i 

40,LN»0 

1718 

165,317 

1  224,857 

10,(K)0 

1743 

188,558 

40,000 
40,000 

1710 

88,4U4 

i:i,.-.<Hi 

1744 

*  9 

192,834 

1720 

79,723 

L'17.!tlfl 

l;5..w» 

1745 

200.479 

40,000 

17-' 1 

r><),2oo 

I'ltt.tM'.t 

174»! 

1IIH,04H 

40, (NN) 

»  • 

21f<,7lM» 

7,<H)(> 

1  1747 

iit(;,2riii 

40,(NK1 

10.("NI 

IT'S 

•■ 

2«tH,H27 

40,tN*t 

1724 

'.'i4,r.-.>2 

10,(HX>  1 

1741> 

2H5.H7H 

17,<KH) 

171'.*. 

a  * 

214,_'itr. 

10,(HM> 

17'>0 

1!i7.h;«! 

2ti;J,»i25 

10, (NX) 

172K 

212,181 

10,000  j 

1  1751 

140,257 

2iK>,3U2 

8.000 

1727 

*  • 

199,071 

20.000 

!  1752 

lOO.OOO 

277,718 

10,000 

172« 

2*Vi.5<!I 

l.'i.OOO  1 

17r.:t 

2H0.2flO 

10,000 

17211 

2<>;,<>2.-, 

l'i,»HH>  , 

17.'.4 

l<Nl,tKK) 

27H,747 

10,0*» 

I7.i<» 

l26i«lB 

2I.{.H!S 

10, INN) 

17."..*» 

l<Nt,(NN) 

2HO,2HH 

12, (NH) 

17:U 

'-'1-J,0.t4 

]0,INN) 

1  7.'>«i 

2«NI,(Nt() 

21H.02I 

TiO.tNK) 

17:52 

H  .  ( N  N  ) 

17:.7 

2<  N  1  ,  1  H  K  1 

22.<.'.»;i'.i 

.'iTi  .  1  X  h  1 

I7;{;t 

io4,oo:i 

2ll.4!t.-. 

8, (NX)  , 

,  175S 

2<Xt,tNN.t 

224.421 

1  ;•  1  .  1  H  K  1 

1 7.M 

2<>-_',<;7o 

'.'0,000 

1759 

2<KI,tNN) 

2;W,4!tl 

1  'il  1  J  «  K  ) 

17:)5 

UIH,t)U 

30,000  ' 

1760 

200,01X1 

232, «2y 

70,000 
70.000 

17»V 

aail67 

'  217, 2«9 

15,000  1 

1761 

200,000 

258.624 

1737 

.*.II,<H>I> 

•-Mit.'.'ul 

io,*;nn) 

1762 

200,000 

272,226 

70,000 

173ti 

4O,00U 

232,«Wi> 

Ur) 10,000 

1 

1 

I  Ibt  >vi«.  ill  aiMltkqi  »o  the  mim  upeiiUM  In  tbe  "  lukt»"  awl  "iirainirv  "  i"laiuti». 

(a)  NuiiiU  r  I..  Mi  u>  iiii>.'  r    iir  Niiiiihrr  tnm  tttOmmmmt  t» HMMnlMr aiA  (e)  Ximlwr iq Ayitt laiL 

(ti)  Xiiiuhcr  tfniu  Vfiril  i mti  W  iw-M-iiiUT  aUl. 

For  several  years  after  the  death  nf  Queen  Anne,  the  nxmiber  of 
ships  belongnig  to  the  Koyal  Navy  showed  no  increase,  but  rather 
a  slight  dimiuutiou.  Nevertheless  there  was,  even  in  tliose  days, 
an  increase  in  the  total  tonnage.   Bnt,  from  the  death  of  George  I. 

'  4U>.    Luu<U*ii,  180G. 
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onwards,  the  Navy  grew  enorinouBly  There  was  no  tendency  to 
add  to  the  number  of  the  first  and  second  rates — vessels  which 
were  only  useful  for  special  purposes,  and  which,  as  late  as  the 
middle  of-  the  eighteenth  century,'  it  was  customarj-  to  lay  up 
every  winter.  Of  the  third,  fifth,  and  sixth  rates,  and  of  the 
sloops,  on  the  other  hand,  increasingly  greater  numbers  were  built. 
The  third  rates  were  the  vessels  which  experience  showed  to  be, 
upon  the  whole,  most  serviceable  for  the  line-of-battle.  The  fifth 
and  sixth  rates  were  the  ships  with  which  the  country  found  it 
could  best  deal  with  the  enemy's  cniisers ;  and  the  sloops  were 


TIIK  rnKNTH  lufiuriblr,  74.  TlIK  S1'.\NIS»  (iloriosii,  74. 

TukrH  hy  VufAiiiiiiral  Aukm.  1747.  Taken  bij  Iht  KniMell,  MO.  1747. 

{From  ihe  drawlnt*  by  Cktirnock.') 


the  natural  foes  of  small  privateers,  and  the  natural  agents  for 
the  general  policing  of  the  seas.  That  the  number  of  fourth  rates 
did  not  increa.se  is  attributable  to  the  gnidual  discovery  of  the 
fact  that  fifty  and  sixty-gun  ships,  while  too  small  and  light  for 
the  line-of-battle,  were  too  large  and  heavy  for  ordinar>-  cruising 
purposes.  They  continued  to  be  built  in  small  numbers,  chiefly 
because  they  were  suitable  craft  for  ser\'ice  in  the  colonies,  and,  as 
flagships,  on  the  less  important  stations,  in  war,  and  almost  everj'- 
where  in  peace ;  and,  because  they  continued  to  be  built,  they 
occasionally  found  their  way  into  the  line-of-battle.    But  occupying. 

'  Veriiciii'H  c(»rrei«|i»»niit'me  witli  tlie  Ailiiiiralty  in  174.'»  is  full  of  referem-CH  to  the 
danger  ol'  kiM?|iiiig  tliiee-<lfckf rs  at  !<«.a  iliiritig  the  winter  nunillip. 


uiyki^uu  Ly  Google 


1714-17U2.] 


antENQTU  OF  THE  FLEET. 


7 


as  they  did,  an  intomedtaic  position  between  tbc  linc-of-battIr<hipR 
and  the  regular  cruisers,  aiul  belonging  positively  to  neither,  their 
value  was  limited  in  both  directinns. 

The  state"  of  the  fleet  :iL  four  ditterent  dates  during  the  ^Hiriod 
now  under  review  is  given  i)elow  : — 


Finit-r«l<'«,  100  j:uu*  . 
t<i  <-<inil-rut<'».  8-4  to  00  ffuiii*  . 
Tliird-relei,  Ul  to  8U  Kura  . 
Fonrth-mtt^  SO '  to  fiO  gnra. 


l.-i'Jltjl    r  f  I     Jill  t'f 

Qu*«i  Ami*.    I      limrit*  I. 
Aug.  iztti,  IIU.  1  Jme  loth.  Vftl. 


Dee.  SW,  tat. 


Nu, 


13 

»;9 


and  uiiwnrdii    ....  I 


Bnrllifti  I 

ll,7lW  7 

-J7,7tW|  40 
51,»79  « 


llnrthrn 
T«in«. 


BnrtlMa 

Tu*i>«, 


Cel.  lUb,  If  to. 


12,!Mr»  "> 

47,y5S  47 
50,764  07 


y,»j()2  f. 
21,250  i:; 
iX^tll  74 


;  I. '.<■)« 

100,404 
II7,1W1 


i:(0, 17:1124     131,782  i:i2     l<i.-|,2H4  155  210,177 


Fiftli-rali-K.  30  to  44  Runs 
Sixth-riitrn,  KM  to  80  gum 
SI<Hi]H>.  8  ta^OgOM  .  . 
l)<iniljM  ...... 

FuresliiiM  .    .    ,    ,  . 

B<iMM  

>ttorf!ihi|i»«  ...... 

Hi<i>uitul  «Lii>8.  ... 

YatLt*  

Hoys,  ligbtcn,  tnuMporto 
HqUw  ....... 


42 

7 
4 
1 


IS 
IS 
8 


Shin  under  the  liae^  or  ofi 
IcMthuiSagDiii  .   .  ./i"*' 

Total  ibipe  of  AlloliiMt  .  jsM? 


iii,m:m; 

t;,«i3i 
«<;!) 
.'•.;»7 
2c;i 


i:; 
•» 


1 

\,9£V  18 
1,00»  14 
5,774  9 


37,04«109 


l.'i.oo.')  :t;t 
!t,7i;o  :to 

1,300  34 
417  4 

^ .! 

1,37«  10 

i,m  S3 

7,719  9 


oeJi 


30,060158 


2S.«I3  M 
10.120  (!1 

1,]04|  J4 

X 

'3 
C7«  2 
3 

1,1»5  12 
2,037;  .S3 
8,eiS  12 


e9,«4oW 


30,173 
3|,i;i8 

I2.t<5y 

4,117 
2,3;J7 
242 
l..'>54 
2,791 
1.518 
2,761 
11,957 


110,937 


167,2111233  ,  170,8b-2'291  *  294,924413  [821,104 


•  ThaMiiguii  ihlp-i  w»r»  niit  oMintc<l  u  of  tb«  lin^^if-tartV  .-,fi.-r  ,il»nit  171*. 

*  Moat  «bip»  of  miller  30  gnua  wm  vtniitr  I  jw  hIikiim,  i.e.,    l  Uiiiuiiiileni'  coiuuiuiiIk,  alter  about  I  'ia. 

The  Seven  Years'  War  (175(5  17()2)  saw  the  introduction  to  the 
\  ot  a  class  of  vessel  which,  tor  nearly  a  hundred  years  after- 
wards, was  of  the  highest  value.  This  was  the  regular  frigate, 
built  to  cruise  at  good  speed,  and  carrying  a  reasonably  heavy 
armaineDt  on  one  deck.  There  had  pieviously  been  no  vesaelB 
that  thoroughly  fulfilled  thiB  ideal.  The  forty-four,  and  even  the 
forty-gtin  ships  of  an  earlier  date  were  cramped  two-deckerB ;  and 
l>elow  them,  until  after  1745,  there  was  nothing  more  formidable 
than  the  wretched  twenty-gun  ship,  carrj'ing  nine-pounders  as  her 
heaviest  wrapniis.  Genuine  fiigates,  nmnntiti^'  twciity-fijibt  guns, 
l>egan  to  In-  Imilt  uimnt  1748;  but  still  no  larger  gun  than  the  nine- 
pouudcr  found  a  place  in  them.  The  twelve-pouuder  thirty-two- 
gon  frigate  appeared  at  about  the  same  time,  the  earliest  examples 


8 


CIVIL  HISTORY,  1714-170.2. 


[1714-17G2. 


being  the  Adrenture  (1741),  and  Diana,  Juno,  Suuthampton,  and 
Vestal  (1757).  Then  came  the  twelve-pounder  thirty-six-gun  frigates, 
the  best  British  fighting  cruisers  of  the  days  before  the  accession  of 
George  III.  The  first  of  these,  the  Pallas  and  the  JirilUnnt,  were 
built  under  the  superintendence  of  Sir  Thomas  Slade  in  1757.  Yet 
even  they  were  inferior  to  thirty-si.\-gun  frigates  which  were  in 
possesbtDU  of  the  French  at  about  the  same  time.  In  a  table 
given  hereafter,  the  student  will  find  materials  for  comparing  the 
British  Brilliant,  of  1757  with  the  French  Anrore,  which  was 
captured  from  her  original  owners  in  1758,  and  added  to  the  Koyal 
Navy  a8  the  Aurora,  HG. 


TIIK   'J'rrriUe  74.     TAKKN  rnoH  TIIK  KUKXlH,  1747. 
iFrom  (I  </nifn»i/      Juhn  f'Aiir«<«'V.  i 


The  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  centur>-  witnessed  repeated 
efforts  to  establish  unvarying  standards  of  size,  tonnage,  and 
armament  for  each  of  the  classes  of  luen-of-war  then  in  most 
general  use.  At  least  two  of  these  efforts— those  of  1711)  and 
of  1745— met  with  considerable  success  ;  and  the  rules  tentatively 
adopted  in  each  of  those  years  were  for  some  time  largely,  though 
not  exclusively,  adhered  to  in  the  construction  of  ships.  But  it  was 
])rol)ably  discovered  that  to  aim  at  rigorous  unifoniiity  was  to  check 
improvement ;  and,  after  about  the  year  1755,  all  efforts  in  this 
direction  were  wisely  relincpiishod.  Seeing,  however,  that  many 
vessels  were  built  according  to  these  successive  *' i  stublishments." 
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it  may  not  be  deemed  improper  to  give  here  some  particolara  of 

theui : — 


1 


17X1 


Ho.  {.•(  irons  . 


M 

IM  aod 

M 

74 

70  • 

1 

4  '  M 

53 

44 

40 

I^nifU)  ixn  kwmMc.  It  M).  1:40 
l«D|cth  of  ked  fir  Ion  )  ...  . 

ft   In  >  ' 

BtiU'IUi,  .  vtf^m',  ft.  III.  .  iO  0 

iJcj'Ui  lu  U<M,  It.  In.  .    .  20  V 

Himben  III  i<»i-<     .    .  I  Ml* 


164 

132 


0  IM 
&  138 


4T  2 
IN  lU 
1»M  I 


1741 


174i 


Length  UK  gunil«ck,  n.  111.   i;4  «i  IM   »U»  •! 

"^^i^.^in^!  ':\'-':ju.7  m  iW  »\ 

Hnwltli,  rxircae.  ft.  in.  .  M  0  47  9  «s  5 
Depth  l>i  lioltl.  ft.  In.  .    .     tCO  «    19   6  1)*  7 

IhtrKj'-ii  iii  t«ii»    .    .    .    l»69  ,  lf.li    lita  I 


U  tlil  0 

Hi  4  13;  0  130  ii> 


I/ni^ili  Mn  irtiniW'k.ft.  In.   175  0  !«•< 

D'liKlli  kf«l  tor  laitl-i 
I     iiuKr.  Ii.  .n  I 

Bnwtlli.  rxtn-nif,  ft.  In.  .         n  4i>   0  4«  0 

I  iMplb  In  h<ilil.  ft.  lu.  .    .     :i  II  '^g   2  ly  4 

'  Hurtlini  In  t<xi>    .    .    .    i»ii^  Ibis  ,  14:1 


l>mirtli  wi  mimlnk,  ft.  in.  17!i  e 
Ijecigtli  of  ke«l  tM)T  Unt-i  ,,, 

UAgf.  ft.  in  I 

Hrewlth.  exiraa*.  ft,  iu.  .  !>1  0 
UqitlitaMil,ft.iD.  .   .  I  SI  « 


('CTIU|>|| 


«f  am 


7K0 

tIM 
»M 


1746 


(Mu»k«4ii.  ImyMttCl*.  rsit-i 

I  Pnlnt  iif  pintail!!  ....  tO 

bwunb  (cotl»«H»3  with) 

Mis  J 

I  HsihI  ft  oadM .    .    .    .  3ttu 


I7t  « Its  4  I 
I3W  4  134  10) 
44    «  47    0  I 

a*  e'  »  «  I 

in»  \  ttn  , 

7i«  IMMI 
7t»  I     MO  i 

7M ; 


l&l  u 

lU  -i 

41  6 

17  4 

Ul« 

151  0 

lin  0 

43  .'i 

i:  » 
i.r:4 

1S4  0 

i.t&  A 

44  0 

IK  11 
r.Di  J 

IM  •' 

131  4 

45  U, 
»  4 
1414 


144 

117 

39 
l« 

9< 

IK 


0  134  0 
7  ITO  H 

II    M,  II 

li  -2 
1  ,  7» 

«:U4  a 
4'iM  a 


121  U 

III)  H 

Xt  'Z 
U  0 
i»4 


41  h  M  t 
1<  11  IS  9 
loirit  :  f&a 


147 
119 
4  J 


0  140  0 
»  113  9 


IM  3 

a&  « 
14  « 

I'M  U 
lOJ  6 


O   40  0     3S  U 
|i    1,  17  34    15  lii 
1123      968  70« 


l|W  0^144  «  Uil  0  I 

rzi     117     laH  10 


42    8  41  0 

;  i«  cl  17 » 
I  tin  1W2 


44n 
4MI 


J(>6 
4IH* 


•M    M*'    »W    470  4M 


:m 

M 
M 

21M) 

2UU 


M 
M 

•.iOII 

21M 


IM 

;2iMi 


2M) 
300 
300 


11* 

40 
40 

140 

IM 


i» 

I74( 


f  W  rilchi «(  totrvr  ■MlMia^t 

I    CWM.  / 

I  CWM  ] 


T7 
SI 


«7'«  I  M'S 


M-» 


I 


I  46'» 


37  6 
l«  0 
•14 


3M 


IN, 

Ml 
»l 

l»  ' 

IM 


M-»      ..  I  XI 

4  < 

40  1'  M<«  I  . 


I0«  u 
87  9 
2f  4 

9  a 
3:4 

|IM  0 

M  • 

«  « 
9  • 

4W 

112  0 

91  6 

32  0 
II  0 


'lis  0 

93  4 

I  3i  0 
Uftl 


IM 


IM 


17U 
I7M 

rDiuwMrgr  b»««r«MfiM  _ 

I   Id  i     *^      »  , 

SI  \  .. 
SS  St 

91 

..  IS'C 
I  SO 

17-S  '    ..    '    1<  14 

IS    1T'»            IS  ■ 

1 

1  InUlOtbeaMlbadifiMwiBlBtagllMlMCUiaff  1 
ttM  tjr  Um  iMda  artho  AAvlMlijra*  fcUnwo:^ 

MitortaQ 

MC*bS 

ad  tlM  rate  for  napatiBg  taanogak  won 

■•  (>u  a  etraJgbt  lln«  wltb  the  Umar  part  of  tbt  rabbH  oT  llt«  Itcel  oroct  a  |Mr|iMdkll]ar  «r  O^Mra  Uur  l<>  lbs 
npp«T «ilgc  o(  lb«  wliiR  traa»iiB,atliMaltof|i«it4jf  the  plonki  •ad.sl  Ibo OMtn,  M tho Mipoit •(  tbr  plmikot 
l^tapiirtar  thtbrtatat  of  ihtwlog  tnoMMi.  TbehnplilMtiirMM  ttaonlil  pe^MdMbwi.  oMrl  «riM 
omoato  toeMHh  (oUowins  far  Ito  olon  Md  Mo  pMorltbgui  Oo  nbMiK  Amm  whldi  oriKnct 
bttCht  «r  Dm  «tag  ttuMM  fbt  ibo  mko  obofW  smS  oloo  «f  i«o  awlii  breoia  ft*  tbo  rake  oluf*,  Imtm 
tbe  hogtb  of  Ibc  tool  far  iiiiiiH«o.  MaMpIr  lU*  I17  ihi  tTCMttb,  oaA  tk«  piwiliKt  feijr  half  (bo  brooMi,  and 
dttliUr  liy  D4.   Tbe  mmit  glrtx  ib:-  Iuiiimk>'-" 

A  »ltuii!i-r  iinil  fmre  i  umiimtilj'-iiM- 1  mrlhitl,  liftli  Ix^kiy"  «ii<l  »fwr  lh»  [iltUUI  «  Uijitinn  tb?  ilmvr  Mithly- 
coar«nU<ina1  fimiiiiUi,  wu:  ti>  lutiltiply  the  IriiKtli  iT  tlie  kif  1  Into  tln'  evtmiiit  bmnllh  of  Ibr  ahlp  wilblii  Ixnnl. 
takm  al«o|(  the  inlil-<blp  brum,  aiul  t<'  multiply  lb<<  pru  Inct  by  tW  dvpib  (if  tb<<  lu>lil  Tcinn  tlir  pUnk  J<iiuliiK  tn  tlir 
k«*l«0O  nptiknlt  to  th<!  iiuUii  <lrt  k  ;  cu>l  tu  dlviitc  Ibr  lu«  pruiliki  by  94.  Tli«  rrMili  Kav<>  the  Inirthrn  tii  f>ii>. 
«rll«lficki  ■M«iM.«(UwU<qr.  Nav7,'aoii  F4lcaner,*0kt.ofUMllariiie';  WtUeU,  to  •  Aic«iit«l«gta,' 11. 164. 
The  loK  onwsMSly  H)r»  Iktt  the  noMkor  to  bo  dlvMol  lir  ma  M. 


The  establishmeuta  of  1733  and  1741  were  propo.sed.  bat  never 
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officially  adopted.   Many  ships  were  nevertheleBS  built  in  accord- 

ance  with  th»Mn. 

Tiie  eHtablishmeiit  of  1745  \va«  pfenerally  lulherod  to  fnr  f?hont 
ten  yearH.  There  was  uever  afterwards  auy  regular  establishment 
so  far  as  dimensions  weie  couccriied. 

Th«  mode  in  which  these  and  other  vessela  ot  the  period  were 
armed  can  be  seen  at  a  glance  on  reference  to  the  tables  on  the 
following  pages. 

Althoagh  practically  all  the  ships  of  th(^  Navy  wvvo.  armed  ac- 
cordinf,'  to  a  regular  "establishment"  as  thus  indicated,  many  vessels 
were  hnilt  upon  lines  which  fhfTered  from  any  of  t!ie  "  e«tahli^*h- 
ment«  "  tor  dimensiouti  and  tiiniia;;e  :  and  it  is  tlu  it  foii'  wol!  to  !4i\e 
particulars  of  a  few  craft,  both  Ihilish  built  nhips  and  prizes  taken 
from  the  enemy  and  added  to  the  service,  which  may  be  regarded 
either  as  typical  specimens  of  Ihe  best  home  constructions  of  the 
time»  or  as  models,  the  capture  of  which  drew  the  attention  of 
British  constmctoiB  to  points  wherein  foreign  designers  excelled 
thfin.    Tliese  will  l>e  found  on  page  I'l. 

The  estimated  cost  of  building  and  equipping  a  ship  of  each  of 
the  prim  ipal  classes,  aiul  of  storing  her  with  eight  months'  boat- 
swain's ami  cai  jx  iitt  i  V  ^tores,  according  to  the  Navy  Board  liegula- 
tions,  was,  iu  1719,  17H3,  aud  1741  respectively: — 


B.VtK.  — 


 ^1719^ 


Hall, 


i  T<>ul 
'  for  Si**. 


I 

II 
111 

IV 

V 
VI 


100   32,707  7.416 


183  32 


90 

wi 
70 
«o 

40 
20 


26,622  6,204 
21,!>37  r),4<X) 
17,-.'02  4,r)l*.' 
1-1,027  a,t>oi 
10,192  3,020 
'  6,355  2,356 
3,216  1.496 


,40, 

27, 

21,714 
17,h;U 

I 

lil.212 
I  8,731 
4,712 


1733 


'I'liUI 
CM 

for  Sea. 


1741 


Oq«t  or 


Hull. 
MutK  tlx  I 


Total 

fur  Sr«. 


|40,6Ba33,110 

.•Vt,4HS|28,r)43 


2S,7( 
2:].bti^ 
20,2112 


iti.Dai 


15,14013.064 
10,135  7,534 
5,512  4,282 


t, 

8,050 

7,135 

I"  .  2:".(; 

4 ,  7S(i 
4,117 
3,003 
2,117 


41,151 

;t.'»,n78 
;?« 1.17*5 
i;:.,i7r> 
2i,y,v> 

il7,lK5 
10,557 
'  6.399 


Many  improvements  which  increjiwed  the  material  elheiency  of 
the  Royal  Navy  were  made  in  tho  prriod  1714-1702.  Ouv  of  ihr<r 
W!!s  the  invention  of  tlic  ictl«  rtiii;^  (jna<lrant,  an  ijnrntiuu  usually 
associated  with  the  uame  ot  Doctor  Hadley,  and  introduced  h}'  him 
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Farticc(.abs  or  ^>KRV1CE  (jrCKS  (Ektablwhmest  or  1743).' 


1 

•  Urn 

ltd- 

Wciglit  CUtfai*. 

^^'tll•ltg!p 

aiicc. 

Ft. 

III. 

III. 

l.h. 

].t>.  'fZ. 

Lb. 

oz. 

In. 

I'-'-jxHiiulcr 

11  > 

() 

t't'l 

7  Ml,', 

11 

17  t> 

u 

1 

4 

!» 

i; 

(i-4;i 

21 

8 

14  0 

I) 

4 

't 

jj^-pcnuKhu*  (n) 

!i 

(! 

fi-H4 

18 

0 

11  0 

f 

0 

2 

0 

(*» 

l^iMMilhler  (a) 

!l 

0 

•  • 

*  • 

f  • 

f  > 

S« 

« 

42 

15* 

0 

9  0 

6 

0 

I 

8 

•27 

»• 

<i 

0 

8fl 

*  > 

t2-tioatider  (n) 

9 

6 

M({ 

4*64 

12* 

'o 

6  0 

4** 

L2 

1 

0 

'24 

M 

!t 

»  » 

K 

1 1 

t 

•  f 

•  » 

» < 

* 

O'DouDder  ('i  ) 

!l 

o 

4-22 

9 

0 

4  8 

4 

0 

12 

•22 

8 

Ci 

■-'7 

%  f 

• 

t 

t » 

t  > 

»  r 

t  f 

(c) 

ts 

0 

2<i 

f  1 

> 

» 

t  > 

t » 

» t 

ff  V 

(d) 

7 

6 

24 

V  V 

♦ 

• 

t » 

t » 

» • 

1  « 

(«) 

(i-|ioaDd«r  (o) 

7 

0  ' 

23 

f  « 

♦ 

« * 

» » 

♦  » 

9 

0 

•_'4r, 

;{(;7 

0 

0 

H 

•10 

8 

fi 

•»■> 

■  • 

9  1 

f  f 

8 

0 

» ♦ 

♦ 

1 

1  1 

»  « 

1  • 

<; 

t 

>  1  1 

t  f 

f  P 

» 

1 

lit 

» » 

♦ 

1 

>  « 

f  1 

f  » 

(> 

a 

17 

•  » 

t  • 

4 

0 

2  0 

it 

6 

•iA 

.'$-|xjuiid«r  . 
i-jKiunder*  . 

4 

6 

7 

291 

0 

1  8| 

I 

4 

•14 

8 

1-5 

1  ^ 

8 

4 

4  ; 

1 

I  Vf»f  >l<»ant«lni»,  '  I'n.lin.        iiituirr'*  <>'tuti«Dl<in,'  1T47. 

»  1 1 1-  rif'Tin.    1-iv     In  tlji> . .  h^iim  r<  1-  r  1  >  dp  nirallar  ku»ri  fniplovr'l  In  tlie  iifxl  table  (DUpgalllMi  of  OoiW). 

1  '1       ai-r«  »aiv«)9,  U5«*llj'  uiuuiiU-.].  uii  ili-  biiwarks,  etc.,  uul  nuux-ilir.tn  H'fcf-I  t-i  as  pateieruea. 

DijpuuTiox  or  Tmi  Oirxs  ts  the  YARiot'6  CL.vasEa  or  11.  M.  Shuk,  1716^  1743,  1757. 


C'LAsaca  o»  Sum, 


100  gUM. 


«    „  (afduary  doM) 


80    „  (lareocUM). 
„    „  (onunuy  cImb) 


1 
0 


58 
90 


(largo  cloM) . 


60    „  Gancecliuw) 
,    M  (ordinary  elatw) 


(•Bullolttn). 


U»i»erllMk. 

Ng.  Pr». 

Xo,    J'ru.    So,  Vn, 

1 

Deck. 
Ko.  '  It*. 

No.  Fn. 

1716 

42  or 

32 

}28 

24 

28 

12 

12 

4 

6 

1713 

'28 

42 

28 

24(«) 

28 

12(«) 

12 

8(0) 

4 

0(") 

I7j7 

iA 

42 

28 

24 

28 

12 

12 

C 

4 

<; 

17.')7 

28 

32 

30 

18 

3(1 

|'» 

2 

i7i<; 

32 

2C 

18 

2i; 

io 

2 

G 

i  174a 

•n\ 

32 

20 

18(a) 

2«i 

12  (/>) 

111 

2 

0(c) 

1737 

32 

20 

18 

20 

12 

1(1 

i; 

2 

6 

1  1757 

32 

20 

18 

24 

;» 

4 

« 

•  « 

i7i(; 

2« 

3:^ 

12 

24 

*; 

4 

•  t 

1743 

2i; 

32 

26 

18(6) 

24 

4 

i7r>7 

2G 

32 

26 

12 

24 

« 

4 

(t 

1757 

28 

32 

•  ♦ 

•  • 

30 

24 

12 

!) 

4 

1757 

28 

32 

•  ■ 

28 

18 

14 

•1 

4 

9 

17  Hi 

20 

24 

2tJ 

12 

14 

a 

4 

«i 

28 

32 

28 

18 

1  *' 

u 

0 

1743 

2tJ 

32 

2« 

18  (i) 

lU 

9(rf) 

2 

9(6) 

1757 

2U 

24 

2B 

12 

10 

6 

2 

6 

1  1757 

26 

24 

26 

12 

8 

« 

2 

6 

1716 

.  X4 

24 

96 

9 

8 

6 

2 

G 

1757 

20 

24 

26 

12 

6 

6 

2 

6 

1  1797 

24 

24 

26 

9 

8 

6 

2 

0 

\  1743 

i4  24  (It). 

24 

12(o) 

8 

«(rf> 

2 

6  (ft) 

<  1737 

22 

24 

•  • 

22 

12 

4 

6 

2 

« 

CJVJL  nJSTOHY,  1711-1762. 


CLT14-17<2. 


CUMM  w  Sum. 


50  gnu  (ordinary  clnas) 
ft  « 

•»  «  »•  r. 

44        (iHrjri-  i  liuw)  . 
M     p  (ordinary  cbuu) 


-10 

as 

80 
28 

SO 


14 

12 
10 
8 


(HhiiHriggia) 


111 


bvrcrDn-k.. 


JiGck. 


171G 

I74:i 

17.57  I 

1757 

1748 

1757  ' 

17l« 

1787 

1707 

1716 

17ft7 

1787 

1716  ' 

1748 

1757 

1757 

1757  I 

1757  i 

1757 


22  18  .. 

22  24  (fc)  .. 

^  18 

20  18 

20  18(8) 

20  18  .. 

20  12 


B   j  ft 

2  ;  9(e} 


22 
22 
22 


20 
20 
28 
SO 
20 
24 
20 
20 
SO 
20 
14 
12 
lU 
8 


Ni  , 

l-ri.. 

N.J. 

rrm. 

0 

4 

U 

2 

(i 

12  (c) 

4 

•} 

C 

9 

4 

u 

^  \ 

9 

2  > 

6 

9(«) 

'4 

» 

t  ■ 

•  * 

4 

« 

6 

*■ 

» 

C 

2 

6 

•1 

6 

2 

6 

i 

4 

0 

8 

■  • 

9(e) 

2 

8 

*• 

u 
a 
» 

6 
4 

4 
3 


TvPicAi,  Ships  or  Wak,  1714-17G2. 


Smw. 


IMr«r 


u 

o 


Hoijiil  Sijeereign  1<K» 

lUirtieur     .    .  JHI 

DUnhtim    «    .  <N) 

(Ajntteall         .  w» 

Vrinrr»t  Amelia  W» 

Iiirinr.'bl^   .     ,  "4 

T'-iribie.    .    .  74 

3/«r»     ...  74 

J'riHCTMi          .  7(1 

yiimiHoulk  ,    .  711 

I>i>T*fUhin .    .  7i) 

Oajilam.    .    .  ct 

P^moHlik  ,    ,  Ml 

Ilipon    ...  GO 

C<m<iui*ta4or   .  i'M 

Ox  ford  .         .  ."lO 

Jtvmiuy  ...  541 

Lttdfotff  Owtie .  44 

.    .  44 

StUUmI    .    .  38 

JsfWRt ...  96 

Jtmo    ...  82 

Cnwrat.    .    .  82 

CowMtry   .    .  28 

Bi4fhi».    .    .  24 

Gtfiraltar  .    .  20 

SeorptoH    .    .  14 

fomorr,  Iwuub.  H 

Trrror,  bomb  .  S 

Pri»ee$a  Attmiila  vt. 

ITd^l  Clutrb)tt«  yu 


1 728 
175»j 
171G 
1761 
1726 
1757 

•1747 

•1747 
IT.Vt 

•17»<> 
1742 
1757 
174:i 
1722 
17.'fS 

•I7ti2 
1727 
1752 
1744 
1759 
1757 

•1758 
17S7 

*  17511 
1757 

,  1751 
175K 
1748 
I74(» 
I75;i 
1710 
J7I'J 


in  1\m. 


Whif«,M4trwh«nBollU 


Ova 
SWk. 


fl. 

Id.  ft. 

Id.  ft. 

In. 

fl. 

is. 

175 

1)  140 

7  50 

3J  2(1 

I 

1883 

178 

0  liu 

5^51 

;»i2i 

G 

2047 

1«{ 

0  IHI 

!<  47 

H 

18 

G 

l.%G5 

17« 

1  142 

:;  lit 

1 

J! 

0 

1827 

15K 

0  12S 

2  44 

G 

18 

2 

1350 

1G5 

0  VXi 

0  47 

:j 

211 

0 

157'.« 

171 

•A  13'J 

4t» 

3 

21 

3 

17K3 

1G4 

1  \Xi 

11  47 

3 

20 

7i 

15!<0 

l«!5 

G  i:i4 

4  4G 

3 

11* 

•J 

)55G 

it;5 

1  i:tii 

3  4l» 

s 

22 

3 

17oy 

151 

0  123 

2  43 

5 

17 

!» 

1225 

IG2 

0  i:c4 

4)344 

10 

\U 

8 

I4:i«> 

l.'I 

l(  122 

0  4;< 

G 

17 

12:i4» 

1  1( 

7  US 

0  H'J 

0 

IG 

5 

!»54 

155 

5  I2S 

0  42 

7 

18 

7 

1242 
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about  1731.  liut  after  Hadley's  death,  there  was  found  ainonjj  his 
papers  a  document  in  the  handwriting  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  con- 
taining a  drawing  and  description  of  an  instrument  somewhat 
similar  to  Hadley's  ;  so  that,  apparently,  the  credit  of  the  innova- 
tion should  he  divided  Ijetween  these  men  of  science,  if  not  given 
altogether  to  the  elder  of  them. 

The  eflforts  which  had  been  made  under  Queen  Anne  to  induce 
inventors  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  perfection  of  methods  for 
discovering  the  longitude  at  sea,  were  continued  ;  and  in  1758  a  new 


nADLKV'8  QUADBANT. 

{From  Joint  RiilxrUuit'i  '  EUmrnt*  uf  Sarif/atiuM ,'  LimiloH,  17-42.) 


Act  was  passed  in  furtherance  of  the  desired  object.  In  1761  the 
Board  of  Longitude  decided  to  give  official  trial  to  the  timekeepers 
of  Mr.  Harrison,  a  watchmaker  who  had  produced  a  clock  or 
chronometer  of  unusual  accuracy  ;  and  at  the  instance  of  the  Hoard, 
the  Admiralty  placed  the  Dvptfunl,  50,  Captain  Dudley  Digges,  at 
Mr.  Harrison's  disposal  for  the  purpose.  The  ship,  with  Harrison 
on  board,  sailed  from  Portssmouth  on  November  18th  ;  and,  Ijoth  at 
Madeira  and  at  Jamaica,  it  was  found  that  the  timekeeper  which 
had  been  experimented  with  still  showed  the  correct  time.  From 
Jamaica,  Harrison  returned  to  England  in  the  Merlin,  14,  Captain 


14 


Cmi  HISTORY,  1714-1762. 


[176B, 


Kichiml  Carter*  t.  On  March  -IHrd,  17<;-2,  the  Merlin  fi  ll  in  with 
the  Essex,  (34,  Cuplain  Alexander  Bclioiuhtrg,  wluch  baU  been  off 
Scilly  on  the  preceding  eveuiug.  Her  reckouing  agreed  exactly  with 
that  of  the  timekeeper;  and  on  the  26th»  wlien  Harrison  reached 
FOTtamouth,  he  found  that  hie  inatmment,  in  spite  of  much  shaking 
owing  to  had  weather,  had  loet  only  1  minute  54*5  seconde  since  it 
had  left  England  more  tlian  four  months  earlier.  This  result  marked 
a  great  advance  upon  anything  that  had  been  attained  up  to  that  time. 

It  was  at  about  the  sanjp  time  that  the  experiment  of  coppering 
ships'  bottoms  to  preserve  iheia  against  the  woriu  was  first  ofticially 
tried  ia  the  Navy.  In  17()1,  the  Alarm,  32,  was  so  treated,  but, 
although  the  effect  wsm  found  to  bo  satisfactory ,  tbe  general 
introduction  of  the  improvement  was  impeded  for  several  years, 
owing  to  the  galvanic  action  which  was  set  up  hetween  the  copper 
and  the  iron  holts  of  the  vessel's  hull,  and  to  the  evils  which  this 
action  wrought.  The  difficulty  was  ultimately  got  over  by  using 
only  copper  fastenings  in  the  under-water  portion  of  ships* 
hulls;  yet  it  was  not  urtil  17s:^  that  thiR  measure  of  precaution 
was  ordered  to  be  generHlly  adiipled,  and,  until  tlieii,  copper 
sheathing,  while  applied  to  specimeus  of  every  class  of  ships, 
was  very  far  from  being  uiiiverual  in  the  service. 

To  encoange  home  manufactures,  it  was  enacted  in  1746  that 
every  ship  built  in  Great  Britain  or  in  the  American  oolonies  should, 
when  first  prepared  for  sea,  he  provided  with  a  suit  of  sails  made  of 
cloth  woven  in  Great  Britain,  mul,  r  |  enalty  of  £50  ;  and  that  every 
sailmaker  in  Great  Britain  or  the  plantations  should,  upon  failing 
tri  «  lii^  nnine  and  address  legibly  and  fully  upon  each  new  sail 
made  by  luiri,  Ix-  fined  £10. 

After  the  burning  of  Rudyard's  wooden  tower  in  1755,  the 
lessees  of  the  Eddystone  Light,  by  the  advice  of  the  lioyal  Society, 
placed  the  work  of  constructing  a  new  lighthouse  in  the  hands  of 
John  Smeaton,  F.B.S.,  a  distinguished  engineer.  Smeaton  built 
his  tower  entirely  of  stone,  dovetailing  every  block  into  its  neigh- 
bours, and  so  making  tli*  eoluum  practically  solid.  Operations  were 
begun  on  August  5th,  175G  ;  the  first  stone  was  formally  laid  on 
Jmie  12th,  1757,  and  the  lost  nii  Aujrust  '24th,  1759;  and  a  lipht 
from  tweuty-four  caudles,  weighing  live  to  two  pounds,*  was  shown 

*  Smeaton  iuvcnt^  a  timepiece,  which  struck  a  Hiugle  blow  every  half  hour, 
ant]  M)  warned  the  ke«pen  to  anuff  theM  candlea.   Thfl  original  now  bdouga  to  the 

Corporation  of  Trinity  HouM. 
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from  the  rock  on  October  Kith,  Mn\},  and  thenceforward  t  von'  tii^'ht 
until  IMO.  w  het!  the  cniuUeB  gave  place  to  oil  ImiipH  and  rctieclDth. 
tjxueaton's  lower,  it  is  ahnost  needless  to  add,  remained  effective 
until,  in  1879-^1,  owing  to  tbe  base  on  which  it  Btood  having  been 
seriously  shaken  by  the  sea,  a  new  tower,  Douglass's,  bad  to  be 
built  on  a  neighbouring  rack.  Part  of  Smeaton's  tower  was  tbere> 
upon  removed,  and  reconstructed  OU  Plymouth  Hoe. 

Several  other  lighthouses  ^vhich  Avere  in  their  day  triumphs  of 
engineering,  were  erected  during  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  One  of  the  hest  known  towers,  thnt  nn  the  island  of 
Skerries,  near  Holyhead,  dates  from  1730.  At  about  thf  same  tinie, 
also,  lightships  began  to  be  placed  round  the  coasts.  The  one  hrst 
moored  in  English  waters  was  fitted  out  in  1731  by  Kr.  Robert 
Hamblin  for  the  Nore  Sand,  at  the  taxmiii  of  the  Thames ;  the  next, 
in  1736,  by  Mr.  Daniel  Aveiy  for  the  Dudgeon  Shoal,  Norfolk. 
"*  Uutil_J730,  eveiy  oommandei  -in-chief,  with  the  sanction  of  th©* 
Admiralty,  issued  his  own  code  of  iusiructions.  In  that  year  the 
volume  of  inaterinl  provided  by  the  accunniltitions  of  lapsed  cndes 
was  in  some  measure  digested  ;  lUHny  additional  instructions  were 
set  forth  ;  the  principles  of  naval  usage  were  crystallised ;  and 
in  1731  there  appeared  the  first  issue  of  '  The  King's  licgulatious 
and  ^dmiralty  Instructions.*  This  book  has  since  been  revised  at 
intervals,  but  it  remains  in  substance  very  mucb  what  it  was  in 
1731,  and  most  of  the  imiKMrtant  alterations  that  have  been  made  in 
it  are  merely  such  as  have  been  neoesaaiy  to  faring  it  into  oonformity 
with  modem  ideas  and  modern  conditions.' 

In  1717,  the  rate  of  pilotnfjc  for  pilots  of  Deal,  Dover,  and 
Thanet,  taking  charge  of  ships  in  the  Thames  and  Medway,  was 
fixed  by  Act  of  Parliameat  at  tea  shillings  per  foot  of  draught.  The 
Act  was  subsequently  amended  with  a  view  to  prevent  these  pilots, 
who,  of  course,  possessed  exceptional  opportunities  for  smuggling, 
from  engaging  in  that  pursuit.  The  repression  of  smugging,  indeed, 
was  a  burning  question  during  the  whole  of  the  period  now  under 
review,  and  especially  in  war  time.  The  smuggler,  besides  being  a 
professional  cheater  of  tlm  revenue,  was.  of  necensity.  a  mart  of  lax 
patriotism  and  easy  conscience,  and  one  whose  success  depended 
upon  his  maiiiteuauce  of  good  lelatious  with  both  sides  of  the 

'  'The  King's  IlcculatifiiiH  auJ  Aihnirnlty  luntnictioim '  cont.iin,  asi  it  were,  tbe 
civil  code  of  tbe  N'avy.   Tbe  penal  code  ia  »u|>pUed  hy  tbe  Kaval  I>i»ci{tlitie  Act. 
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Channel.  He  was,  consequently,  ever  available  as  a  spy.  The 
frequency  with  which  he  impeded,  and  sometimea  even  confonnded, 
the  operations  of  the  Navy,  appears  in  the  correspondence  of  several 
of  the  flag-officers  of  the  tiiue  ;  and  there  is  very  little  doubt  that 
the  many  treaclierolu  betrayals,  which,  m  the  reigns  of  the  fint  two 
Georges,  prevented  the  secret  carrying  out  of  naval  plans  and 
oomlnnations,  were,  as  often  as  not,  attributed  to  grave  Jacobite 
and  Frendk  sympatfaiserB,  when  they  were  really  the  work  of 
persons  owninj^  nn  more  serious  political  con\-iction  than  that  he 
who  paid  duty  was  ii  fool.  There  are  several  pregnant  references 
to  this  siil)ject  in  the  letters  of  Admiral  Edward  Vernon,  who  was 
in  command  in  the  Downs  at  the  time  of  the  young  Pretender's 
descent  in  1745.  Advocatiug  the  more  extensive  xecruitiQg  of  the 
Navy  from  the  seaport  towns,  he  writes  of  men  who  "are  now 
thought  to  be  principally  employed  in  the  min  of  their  oonntry  by 
the  flmnggling  trade,  and  as  daily  spies  to  give  the  ^emy  intelligence 
of  our  proceedings,"  and  goes  on  to  say : — 

"  I  ran*t  bat  think  it  ft  MMunable  time  to  Huggcst  to  their  LofAddp*  tbat  tlu  re  ar« 
taid  to  b«  in  thin  town  of  Deal  imt  lesH  than  two  huinlre  i  al  lf  young  men  and  iteafarin«: 
pei>ple  who  are  known  to  have  no  vinible  way  of  geUiii)i;  a  hving  but  by  the  infamous 
trade  of  timugglin$;,  many  keeping  a  horse  and  arms  to  ]>c  ready  lit  all  calls.  At  Dover, 
it  is  c<Mije4.-tured,  there  may  be  four  hundred :  at  RamRgitte  and  Folkestone,  three 
hundred  eai-h.  And  it  in  aidd  that,  within  thene  three  weeka,  no  lee«  than  nine  cutcen 
at  a  time  have  gone  off  from  Folkewtoue  to  Boulogne;  and  it  is eoojectured  that,  from 
the  town  of  Folkestone  only,  a  tbouaaad  pounds  a  week  is  roD  (nrer  to  Boulogne  in  the 
smuggling  way.  And,  about  dx  or  MVen  days  past,  a  Dover  cutter  landed  goods  In  the 
night  under  tiie  CaNtle,  that  wa*  carried  off  by  a  |«arJy  of  sixty  hi  i  -c,  un  l  the  cutter 
HU|ip(wed  to  liave  done  it  came  into  Dover  pier  next  ilay ;  and,  tlumi^U  iitust  believed  it 
Wan  she,  no  one  prooeeded  against  them  in  any  incjuirA-  about  it.  This  smuggling  has 
converte«l  tho^e  cmj)Iuycd  in  it,  first  from  honeht,  industrious  tisheniieii,  to  lazy,  drunken, 
and  profligate  smugglers,  and  now  to  dangeroiu  spies  on  all  our  proceedings,  for  the 
enemy's  daily  informayoo."  ^ 

And  again 

"Captain  Hrott,  in  the //«</</«•,  is  just  returned  from  his  cruise  off  the  coa.sl  of 
SuwHiX.  On  tlio  -utii  of  last  numth  be  was  informeil  of  a  cutter  l)oing  going  from 
Fairleigh  to  Uoulogne  that  night;  but  she  was  gone  over  t)etore  he  conld  get  there. 
l>ii  tlic  <  1  tliis  iii  rilh,  he  got  sight  of  the  French  <logger  privateer,  and  chased  him, 
autl  ut.iuii  iiaii  ilir  other  was  wlging  down  to  get  to  leeward  of  him;  and,  when  he 
got  witliin  sh' t  <i|  liiiii,  lie  t  xcliinged  some  guns  with  him;  but  the  other,  getting 
afore  the  wind  and  hoisting  her  studding  sails  as  the  night  w:i8  coming  on,  he  simu  lo«t 
j*ight  of  him.  lie  hits  the  repute  there  of  being  a  confederate  with  the  smugglers,  and  a 
CODToy  to  them.  I  send  you  enchwctl  (,'aptain  Scott's  day's  worlt,  when  lie  scizwl  twq 
of  the  smugglers'  boats,  in  which  you  have  the  namea  of  tlie  two  reputed  notorious 

♦ 

'  Letter  of  November  13th,  1745.   Letter  Book  in  Author*a  Call. 
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smugglers  tliey  belong  to:  which  are  Geui^  Uarrisun  atid  Zebulon  Morpheti  and  a 
oopy  of  th«  CtBllwtor  of  GustoniH*  certificAte  that  they  aro  reputed  v»  raeh.   And  a 

little  Vn-fi  rc  tliiU,  ab^vi-  a  huudmi  ].t>r~n  liail  been  wjx>n  the  »hi>re  to  carry  off  gooda 
brought  bj  another  cutter ;  and,  by  all  accuuntu,  they  carry  on  as  great  an  intercouriie 
with  the  French  now  as  they  did  in  time  of  profound  peace  with  them :  by  which  they 
are  undoubtedly  their  dailyjipiec  iiifi.>r:ii  tlnin  of  all  <  ur  }irCK(r<IiriL;-.  T  am  iiifurniod 
there  are  lawyers  who  say,  as  the  laws  now  staod,  stuch  an  iutcrcuur»e  with  his 
](ajesty*s  eoemiea  is  now  by  our  hwa  bi|^  trauon ;  and,  if  I  abovdd  think  we  want 
a  snoeJy  iiroclamntiun  ti.  inf  irtn  these  infamous  vrotches-  that  it  ia  hijjh  treft>"ii  ;  :ind 
they  !<hall  be  prosecuted  as  ^uch ;  fur,  surely,  no  nation  but  this  would  suffer  itself  to 
be  di^ly  betrayed  with  imponity.** 

While  smugfjlin^^  iind  siuii^'^lf^rH'  troa^'hei^'  sit  linmc  unpaged  the 
attention  of  the  authorities,  piracy  ret^mred,  once  more,  their 
energetic  intexferance  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  on  September  SUi^ 
1717,  a  prodamation  was  isBued,  offeiuig  a  pardon  for  piracies 
committed  befoie  JTanuaxy  dth,  1717,  to  all  snch  pixates  as  shoold 
sonender  themselves  nvithin  a  twelvemonth.  After  the  expiration 
of  that  period  of  fjracc,  a  reward  would  be  paid  to  any  of  his 
Majesty's  offu-ers,  hy  Bea  or  land,  upon  the  legal  conviction  of  a 
pirate  taken  by  him.  The  rewards  promised  wen? :  for  a  l  aptain 
(master)  £100  ;  tor  any  officer  from  a  lieutenant  down  tu  a  gunner, 
.£40 ;  for  any  inferior  officer,  i'30.  Any  private  seaman  or  other  man 
who  should  ddivsr  up  a  pirate  captain  (master)  or  commodore," 
would,  upon  the  offender's  conviction,  be  entitled  to  £200. 

In  1749,  there  was  brought  in  "  a  Bill  for  amending,  explaining, 
and  reducing  into  one  -\ct  of  Parliament,  the  laws  relating  to  the 
Navy."  One  of  the  results  of  this  Bill,  had  it  been  passed  in  its 
ori^Hiuil  form,  would  have  been  to  subject  officers  on  half-pay  to 
martial  hiw.  The  measure  was,  in  consequence,  strongly  opposed 
and  petiliuned  against.  The  upshot  was  that  the  obnoxious  clauses 
were  deleted.  The  Bill  then  passed ;  all  older  laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Navy  were  repealed ;  and,  in  place  of  them,  the  first 
ynTBgolar  Articles  of  War  *  were  established.  In  the  same  year,  anotho: 
^  Act  authorised  the  Admiralty  for  the  first  time  to  grant  oommtSBions 
to  flag-officers,  or  officers  commanding-in-chief,  to  assemble  courts- 
martial  in  foreign  parts. 

The  changes  and  aiteratious  which  more  intimately  affected  the 

'  Tbirt        the  Cor(S4»lidati<in  Acn<f  George  II.  '12.    It  was  lusc*!  ujxm  the  Act  of 
Ijl  r°r  Til  Being  found  to  be  too  stringent,  it  was  ainended  in  19  GeOi.JM, 

In  the  amended  form,  it  is  the  foundation  of  the  existing  Articlea  of  War;  which,  in 
almoHt  exactly  their  present  Kuii^e,  date  fro:ii  is't".  The  proj)er  name  of  the  iiiesisuro  i« 
The  Naval  DiscipUne  Act.  It  receives  small  alterations  and  aotendtneuts  from  time 
to  time. 
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personnel  of  the  Royal  Navy  btjtwpcn  1714  and  17<V2,  wpiv  juiiiit  rous. 
The  more  important  of  those  relating  chiefly  or  excluBively  to  the 
seamen  may  be  first  noted. 

In  1735  an  Act^  appropriated  ihe  focfeited  Derwentwater  estatea 
to  the  completion  and  sappcxt  of  Gieenwich  Ho8|ntal,  and  extended 
the  benefila  of  the  Hospital  ao  aa  to  allow  maimed  merchant  aeamen 
to  participate  more  follj  in  them.  A  little  latt  r  two  naval  Acta  were 
passed.  One  was  for  procuring  a  better  supply  of  seamen  to  serve 
in  the  Navy;  for  pemtittit^g  merchant  voshoIr  to  ]>v  navifjated  by 
foreign  Heamcn  lu  a  piopuitioii  not  (wct'iHlin^^  thrcf-foiirths  nf  the 
crew ;  and  for  giving  the  right  of  naturahbation  to  buch  foreigners, 
after  two  years'  service  in  British  ships.  The  other  was  to  prevent 
(he  impresament  of  aeamen  aged  fifty  and  npwardSj  or  aged  leas 
than  eighteen ;  of  foresgnera  serving  in  merchant  vessels ;  of  sea 
apprenttoea  of  under  three  years*  service ;  and  of  all  persona  under- 
going their  first  two  years'  service  at  sea."  In  1749,  Mr,  Henry 
Pelham  brought  in  a  Bill  to  revive  the  system  of  registering  seamen  ; 
but,  it  being  violently  opposed,  he  withdrew  it.  Tn  1758,  unnthcr 
Bill,  brought  in  by  Mr.  George  Grt  nville,  tluiugh  opposed  in  tlio 
Upper  liuu&e,  was  uitnuately  carried.  Ii  provided  in  general  for 
the  encouragement  of  naval  aeamen,  and,  in  particular,  for  the 
eatahhshment  of  m(»e  z<egular  and  frequent  pajrment  of  wagea ;  and 
for  ttiabling  eeamra  to  remit  money  for  the  aupport  of  their  wives 
and  families  by  means  of  tickets  payable  in  cash  on  demand  by  any 
collector  of  customs  or  excise.  An  .\ct  of  1747  authorised  masters 
of  merchant  vessels  to  detain  from  the  wages  of  their  seamen 
sixpence  a  month,  as  a  provision  lor  the  widows  and  children  of 
men  drowned. 

On  April  Hrd,  1744,  a  rnyjil  dcclaiatiuii  ai^sigued  to  the  oiiicers 
and  crews  of  men-of-war  all  property  in  prizes  taken  by  them :  and, 
to  the  officera  and  crews  of  privateera  and  letters  of  marque,  such  a 
proportion  as  might  be  conceded  to  than  by  the  agreement  of  tiae 
owners.  It  also  provided  that  shares  not  claimed  within  three  years 
should  go  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 

Bounties  to  seamen  were  several  tmim  offered.  In  1734,  the 
rate  was  '20s.  for  an  able-lx)died  seaman,  and  l"».s.  for  an  able-lnMlif  d 
landsman.  In  174(V  it  was  4'i.'?.  for  an  able-bodied,  and  *iOs.  for  an 
ordinary  seaman.  In  1742,  it  rose  to  iOOs.  for  au  able-bodied,  and 
QOs.  for  au  ordinary  seaman ;  and  it  was  further  ordered  that  the 
t  8Geo.ILe.29.  •  IS  Geo.  II.  c  3. 
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widows  of  sQoh  boimly  men  as  should  be  killed  on  service  wete  to  be 
giMnted  a  sum  equivalent  to  a  year's  pay  of  linear  late  husbands.  In 
the  same  year,  apparently  to  keep  down  rivalry,  pay  in  the  merchant 
service  was,  for  a  time,  restricted  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  a 

maxiinnm  of  35s-.  a  month. 

The  pay  of  otVicers  remained  as  it  had  been  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  period  16t>0-17i4;  but  the  position  of  oflficers  of  nearly  every-— 
rank  was  improved  in  various  ways.  Surgeons  were,  for  the  first 
time,  given  half-pay  in  1739;  and,  in  1749,  an  increased  nnmber, 
both  of  snrgeons  and  of  mastras,  were  granted  half-pay.  The 
nnmbn  then  entitled  to  it  was,  in  each  case,  fifty,  of  whom  the  first 
thirty  received  '2«.  6f/.,  and  the  remaining  twenty,  2s.  a  day. 

The  number  of  domestics  and  servants  allowed  to  officers  had  been 
considerably  reduced  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth,  but  was  again 
increased  in  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century ;  and,  in  1740,  it 
stood  thus  : — ' 

Admiral  of  the  Fleet .    5<),  of  whom  16  only  to  be  borne  as  servants  on  the  bookf. 
Adndrtl   .    ...   SO,      „      12        „  „  „ 

\'ice-Admira!  ...    20,  10         ,»  n 

Bmr-Adminl ...    15,      „      10        „  „  „ 

Captidn    ....  4  per  lOOof  thaoDiupleiiiiant. 
Lieutenant,  M.(>i4;r,\ 

Becood  Mi«t«,  Pur-  j  ^  flo  mm  or  Aon. 

■er,  Surf^wMi,  Cli«|i-|   '  ^ 

lain  ftiiil  Ci  H  k,  each 

Boatewaia,     tiunnerA  2,  iu  ships  baring  100  raen  or  upwards,  and  1  in  abipe 
ChipeDler,  cech.    .f    heving  betmen  100  enl  60. 

This  generous  allowance  of  servants  permitted  captainn  to  take  to 
sea  with  them  y^nn^'  ^'eutlemen  who  aspired  to  tlie  po.sition  of 
officer ;  and  the  beiier  captains  usually  benefited  the  service  by 
having  with  them  a  large  proportion  of  ''servants'*  of  that  kind, 
training  under  their  own  eyes.  Yet,  even  captains  who  were  heartily 
devoted  to  the  int«»sts  of  their  profession,  took  with  them  to  sea,  in 
those  days,  many  reteinos  ot  a  class  that  would,  nowadays,  be 
deemed  ver>'  superfluous  in  a  man-of-war.  Tailors,  barbers,  footmen 
and  fiddlers,  followed  their  patron.  As  Inte  as  1785,  Coimnodore 
Edwnrd  Thompson,  who,  it  is  true,  always  had  liis  quarter-deck 
crowded  with  such  ytxmi:  gentlemen  iui  were  destined,  a  few  years 
later,  to  shine  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  service,  had  a  painter  on 
his  personal  steff,  and  naed  to  summon  the  poor  artist  on  deck  at 

*  And  BO  lemiiiied  until  April,  17M. 
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strange  hours  to  record  impresBioDB  of  suuriae  efifects  or  nocturnal 

storms. 

In  1718,  it  was,  for  the  first  time,  luiiujiily  onicittl  tliut  captains 
should,  if  duly  qualified,  be  promoted  by  seuiority  to  flag-rank,  and 
so  onward  to  the  rank  of  full  ndmiral.  But  smce,  in  those  days^ 
the  entire  flog  establiehment  consisted  only  of  nine  officers,  viz.,  an 
Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  an  Admiral  of  the  White,  an  Admiral  of  the 
Blue,  and  Vicu  and  Bear-Admirals  of  the  Bed,  White  and  Blue 
respectively,  captains  soon  began  to  grow  very  old  ere,  in  con- 
sequence of  deatlis  above  tlicni.  they  lircanic  elifjiblf  for  advance- 
ment. If,  also,  the  order  Lud  been  loyally  carried  (uit — which  it 
was  not — and  had  not  lieen  followed  by  other  moditications,  it 
would  presently  have  resulted  iu  a  flag-list  composed  exclusively 
of  officers  too  aged  to  go  afloat.  The  threatened  evil  was  fended 
off  by  the  gradual  increase  of  the  flag-list  in  1743  and  subsequoit 
years,  and  by  the  provision,  in  1747,  of  arrangements  in  virtue  of 
which  senior  captains,  indisposed,  or  too  infirm,  to  accept  active 
flag-rank,  might  be  superannuated  as  rear-admirals,  with  pay  at 
the  rate  of  M.  a  day,  The  first  ollicers  to  b<»  HTtjierannuated 
under  this  schrinc  were  captains  of  1713,  or,  to  put  it  otherwise, 
captains  of  thuty-luur  years'  service  iu  that  rauk.  Some  of  them 
were  septuagenariaus. 

The  establishment  of  a  regular  uniform  for  certain  officers  of  the 
Boyal  Navy  dates  from  1748.  Three  years  earlier,  some  officers 
appear  to  have  petitioned  the  Admiralty  for  the  boon ;  and,  in  1746, 
sundry  captains,  at  Anson's  wish,  prepared  tentative  coats  from 
which  a  uniform  pattern  might  be  selected.  But,  though  a  captain 
may  have  designed  the  uniforms  wliich  were  finally  adopted.  King 
George  II.  himself  decided  ujion  tlse  colours  of  them.  Having 
noticed  the  Duchess  of  ikdlord,  vviie  of  the  First  Lord,  riding  iu 
the  Park  iu  a  habit  of  blue,  faced  with  whit«,  his  Majesty  chose 
blue  and  white  for  the  first  uniform  dress  of  his  officers.  The 
innovation  applied  only  to  admirals,  captains,  commanders,  Iieu« 
tenants,  and  midshipmen,  and  the  wearing  of  the  new  uniform  was 
made  compulsory,  as  r^ards  these  ranks,  by  an  order  dated  April 
I4th,  1748.  But  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of  obedience. 
Patterns  were  not  sent  to  fureiirn  statioJis,  nor  W(  re  the  regulations 
surticienliy  explicit  to  cuabJe  oliicers,  by  their  aid  oiil\ .  tn  instnict 
their  tailors  concerning  what  was  re»iuired.  It  is  thcrdufc  i)robabIe 
that,  for  several  years,  the  order  was  not  fully  carried  out. 
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Admiralty  patterns  of  these  uniforms  were  lodged  at  the  Navy 
Office  and  the  Dockyards,  but  they  have  not  been  preserved.  A  few 
coats,  waistcoats,  breeches  and  hats,  for  captains  and  lientenantg, 
were,  however,  found  at  Plymouth,  in  1846,  and  are  now  in  the 
Boyal  United  Service  Institution. 

"The  hat-!!  arc  thrif->-iirr.f'r(4  in  sliiijn' ;  miu-  is  trinum-il  witli  silver  or  tarnished  gold 
iaoe ;  aod  both  bear  the  silk  cockade  instituted,  by  George  1.  Lace  and  frills  being 
tbm  wwji,  tbttrB  an  no  eeXkn  to  the  eodti.  They  are  made  of  thioh  Utie  cloth;  the 

lappels,  which  bntfon  back,  are  blue;  but  the  ruffs  nf  the  capt.nin's  c<  nts  aro  white, 
and  ihe  sleeves  of  all  are  purpoiiely  niaile  short  to  allow  the  laced  sleeves  of  the  white 
heiacymeM  vaiitooate  to  show  beyond.  Then  are  two  kinde  of  button^  one  flat, 
bearing  a  rose;  the  other  round  ami  pliiti.  Altli  .iiih  ivc  have  not  the  ]i>ittertis, 
pictures  of  the  dress  of  the  admirals  and  mid!<hii>ineu  have  come  down  to  us,  the 
embi^ery  and  hoo  on  thoM  of  the  flag  offieera  being  most  eUhorate."  * 

Some  written  advice,  given  by  Edward  Thompsnn.'  in  ITofi,  to  a 
relative  who  was  about  to  enter  the  Navy,  throws  Hght  upon  the 
conditicHi  of  young  gentlemen  in  the  men-of-war  of  the  time. 

"  IltTi,"  Lu  says,  " are  w  hw-'k  ^]■>^■T*  throu-lt  wLivli  you  can  make  your  esca[)C, 
nor  any  iiuuiaue  bosoms  iv  alkvi;il<.'  yuur  IVt-liugs;  at  otiiu  you  resign  a  good  table  for 
DO  uble,  and  a  good  bed  for  your  length  aiid  breadth;  na}-,  it  will  bo  thought  ait 
indnlseuce,  tw,  to  let  you  sleep  where  <iny  lu  V  r  e»iten»,  and  wliere  fresh  air  only  comM 
when  forced."  ..."  Your  light  for  day  aud,  utght  is  a  srnall  candle,  which  is  often 
stuck  at  the  nde  of  your  platter  at  meals,  for  want  of  a  Iwttcr  conveoienoe;  ywt 
victuals  are  salt,  and  ofteu  bad ',  and,  if  you  vary  the  iniKie  of  dressing  them,  you  moat 
cook  yourself.  I  would  raoonunend  you  always  to  have  tea  and  sugar;  the  rest  you 
moat  trust  to,  for  you'U  ecaroe  find  raom  for  any  more  than  your  chest  and  hammock, 
and  the  latter  at  timet  you  must  carry  ujion  deck  to  defend  you  from  small  .<<hot, 
unless  you  keep  one  of  the  aailora  in  fee  with  a  little  brandy  (which  is  a  gixA  friend 
•t  6M,bat  always  drink  it  miied  with  water.")  .  .  .  "Low  company  is  the  bane  of 
all  yoong  men;  but  in  a  man-of-war  you  have  the  colleotetl  tilths  of  jaila.  Con- 
demned criminals  have  the  alternatlTe  of  hanging,  or  entering  on  boanl.  There's  not 
A  vice  I'ommittcd  on  shore  bnt  U  practieed  here.  The  scenes  of  horror  and  infamy  on 
board  of  a  man-of-war  are  M>  many  and  so  great  that  I  think  they  must  rather  disgu<(t 
a  mind  than  allure  it.  I  do  not  mean,  by  this  .idvic^,  to  have  you  ap|>car  a  dull 
inactive  being,  that  shudders  anudst  these  horron>.  Xo;  I  would  wish  you  to  see  tliem 
in  their  own  frapet  abapeis  for,  to  be  hated,  tliey  need  to  be  sc-en."  ..."  You  will 
And  Kune  Uttte  outward  appearance  of  religion— and  Sunday  prityers  I— ^but  the  COti— 
greigaHon  isgenentlly  drove  together  by  the  boatawain  (like  sheep  by  the  chepheidX 
who  neither  epares  oaths  nor  blows."  * 

'  'The  Dritiith  Fleet,"  'iOO.  The  tirt*t  Adinirars  uiiifoi'in  is  well  sh'i"'ii  in  th" 
portrait  I'f  Lord  Ausun,  forming  the  title-page  to  this  volume.  This  was  |Kiintetl 
between  1748  and  17G1.  ' 

'  Died  Commoilore  on  the  Wtst  C<':»st  (if  Africa,  .Tjinuary  ITtli,  ITStl.  He  0'iitc<l 
BOiue  uld  writers;  vvrute  j'lays,  stories,  and  suug!>;  and  wait  a  friend,  and  also 
|Hob»bly  a  benefactor,  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnsuo.  • 

'  *  Seam»a*a  Letten,'  i.  147. 
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Concerning  subordinate  officen,  and  the  abuse  of  power  by 
Buperioia,  Thompson  wrote : — 

"ThedingraMlile  circumstances  and  Kitiiationft  attcixiiiig  a  Kubalt«ni  ufiicer  in  the 
Navy  nre  so  many,  and  so  hard,  th  a,  l  not  the  first  men  in  the  wi  x  iLf  ]  as>i  4  the 
dirty  roaU  to  preferment  to  encourajiu  i\m  rest,  they  would  renounce  it  tu  a  uiau.  It  is 
»inost  mistaken  notion  that  a  youth  will  not  be  a  i;  h4  officer  unleiss  he  stoops  to  th« 
most  menial  offices ;  to  bo  be<ldod  worse  tliao  hogs,  and  cat  less  delicacies.  In  sliort, 
from  having  cxfMjrienced  such  scenes  of  tiltli  and  infamy,  such  fatigues  and  hardships, 
tlu  y  nre  sufficient  to  disf^ust  the  stoutest  and  the  bntveat,  for,  sImI  there  is  only  a  little 
hope  of  promotion  •priukled  in  the  oup  to  make  a  man  swallow  more  than  he  digests 
the  rest  of  his  lifs.  The  state  of  inferior  oflScers  ia  his  Majesty's  service  is  a  state  of 
vassalage,  and  a  lieutenant's  prefcrtiient  the  greatest  in  it ;  the  change  is  at  once  fri»m 
a  filtby  maggot  to  a  abioiDg  buttertiy.  Many  methotls  migbt  ba  introduced  to  maka 
ths  Itiwer  offican  of  more  consequence  on  their  duty,  and  their  Bras  mote  agreaabla  to 
thaOHelves;  for  that  (lOwer  of  reducing  them  to  swee])  the  decks,  being  lodged  in  the 
breaat  of  a  captain,  ia  oft«n  abused  tiirougii  passion  or  caprice ;  besides,  it  is  too 
despotic  an  authority  to  exercise  on  a  man  who  has  the  feelings  of  an  Ensrli^man. 

"  W(.' .-iro  llki-wiso  til  ri.M:<.ltr('i  tlru  nil  (.•inntii:ui<lcri-' "f  un.'ii-i'f-war  are  not  gentle- 
lucD,  Qur  men  of  education.  I  know  a  great  part  are  brave  men,  but  a  much  greater, 
■eamen.  I  allow  the  maxim  of  lesniing  to  obey,  before  we  command  oonelres ;  but 
still  there  is  no  reason  t  i  !.»■  vulgar,  for  we  are  n  ii>iiui  th<  -c  ys  ting  jtcople  are  the 
active  machinea  of  duty,  the  wheels  which  give  motion  to  the  main  body ;  and  it  ia 
abaolntoly  neoeaeary  to  give  them  authority  in  their  ofiBca  to  carry  oa  the  dutJea  of  the 
Auy:  but  reudfrii)'4  tln'ui  lnw  in  the  eyes  of  the  [jeoplc  creates  a  (.intempt  for 
midshipffien  in  general,  and  turns  that  nec^tsary  respect  due  to  tbem  into  contempt. 

I  propoM  to  warrant  this  body  of  offioera,  and  make  them  answer  to  the  Board  of 
AJiiiiralty  their  comhicl.  Th<\v  shnuM  ]'H-.ssc««i  i  tliir!  taMf^  in  the  ship,  and  have 
the  countenance  of  their  superioni.  This  would  enliven  their  ticrviiude,  and  wake 
tbem  of  conaequenoe  on  tb^  duty."  * 

But  some  iitaprovement  was  alieu«dy  ttj  be  iioticeii,  for  Thompson 
continues 

"  'Hie  last  war,  a  chaw  of  toWco,  a  rattan,  and  a  rope  of  oaths  were  siithcient 
qualifications  to  constitute  a  lieutenant;  but  now,  education  and  gtXHl  mannera  an 
the  study  of  all ;  and  so  far  from  clTettiinacy,  that  I  uni  of  opinion  the  ]>rcsent  raoe 
of  oflicers  will  as  much  eclipt>e  the  velcnms  of  16112  as  the  |iolite  the  vulgar." ' 

There  wiis,  however,  \v\  little  improveiiietit  either  in  the  co<le 
of  morals,  or  in  the?  siiiuiarv  provision.s  on  board  hi.s  Majesty's  ships. 
There  in  evidence  that,  tuvvardti  Llic  end  ot  the  seventeenth  century, 
women  were  systematically  carried  to  sea  in  the  proportion  of  so 
many  per  company  of  Marines;  aod  Thompson,  writing  in  tbe 
middle  of  the  eighteenth,  after  describing  the  uneavonry  persons 
and  dwellings  of  the  negroes  of  Antigna,  goes  on : — 

"  But  bad  amella  don't  hurt  the  flailoii*a  appetite,  each  inau  poMeaftingateuii«<rary 
laidy,  wbote  pride  hi  her  conatancy  to  tbe  nan  she  chooaea ;  and  in  thia  fiarticular  they 


*  '  tieaman's  Lettsrs/  i.  140. 


*  lb.  144. 
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are  strictly        I  have  known  350  women  8up  and  slcwp  on  boaid^  on  h  Saoday 

eveiiint;,  arni  return  at  ilaybreiik  to  their  different  plantatioii«."  * 

As  for  sanitation,  sutlice  it  to  say,  hv  way  of  t'xaiiiplo,  in  addition 
to  the  many  cases  wliicli  will  be  cited  in  the  two  following,'  chapters, 
that,  in  175G,  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  war  witli  France,  when 
she  had  been  on  no  long  cruise,  and  had  been  exposed  uuly  to  the 
hardships  of  a  few  months  of  servioe  in  the  Channel,  the  Stirling 
CasUe,  64,  Captain  Samuel  Cornish,  airiTed  at  Portsmouth  with  fbnr 
hnndied  and  eighty  men,  of  whom  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
were  the  pres-i  d  refuse  of  f^aols  and  scum  of  streets.  She  was  full 
of  fever  and  other  sickness,  and,  y/hmi  the  diseast^d  had  been  sent 
ashore,  but  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  remained  for  duty.  Less 
than  three  months  later,  when,  having  filled  up  her  complement  in 
England,  she  had  i)rooeeded  to  New  York,  Edward  Thompson 
wrote  from  her :  "  We  have  now  one  hundred  and  fifty -nine  people 
ill  in  fluxes»  seurvies,  and  fevers."  Two  months  afterwards,  ashore 
at  Englidi  Harbour,  Antigua,  he  added — 

"  I  liftve  In-eri  hnv^  <ut  liiiiiit;  wiiii  ihe  wliite  tlux,  and,  for  recovery,  am  ftuffed  into 
a  small  ro<.>m  with  twetity-six  fK;o|)]e;  but  nm  imw  iu  better  health.  I  ofiiciat«  at 
chaplain,  atid  bury  eight  ineu  in  a  niurning.  Fluxes  ari<l  fevers  are  tlie  rei;:iiiii^ 
distemper,  and  Vtoth  I  attribut*;  t'l  the  water  drunk  by  the  HCiimcn,  whicli  is  taken  out 
of  taoka  or  cisterns,  built  by  Admiral  Knowles.  It  is  all  rain  water,  and  covered 
clooe  up,  which,  for  want  of  air,  brtn-ds  |xiiH>U(ni.s  aniiuak  uhe,  and  K-comes  fo\il  and 
putrid.  The  melancholy  effectn  it  prt'duces  might  be  in  a  great  manner  jireventcHi  by 
boiling  the  water  before  it  ia  issued,  or  ordering  the  [wople  to  do  it.  This  would 
destroy  the  venuiu,  and  cwrect  the  putrefaction.  I  am  convinced  from  long  (ilH«rva- 
tion  that  most  of  the  distempers  Id  aottthern  climates  arise  from  the  water  dnmk,  as 
ship  sickne^ises  do  from  the  bilge  water;  which  is  eTtdently  proved  in  leaky  ships 
being  always  healthful.  I  therefore  recommend  to  all  officers,  naval  and  rocrcamile, 
to  let  in  sail  water  every  d.-iy,  and  boil  their  fresh,  for  the  good  of  themselves  and 
caigoea." 


*  He  speaks  of  II. M.S.  .Slirlimj  Ca»Ue,  04,  carrying  4bO  men. 
'  *  Seaman^  Letters.*  fl.  24. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 
Military  Histobt  of  the  Botaii  Natt,  1714-1762. 
icajob  oibrations. 

AccMtton  of  Omrge  I. — Tro«ble_with  Sweden— Norrii  to  the  Bdiic— Co-operation 

with  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Buaeia — A  Swcdiish  coti«i»imcy— Bvul'  I"  the  Baltic 
in  1717 — The  Quadniple  AUUoce^IrnlaUBtt,Qt.8pe^— Byng  to  (ho  Mediterraoeao 
in  1718— Spanisli  openttone  fai  SicUy— The  battle  off  Cu|h3  Paewro— The  British 
and  S|»anish  accounts — Mahan'i*  cuinuientH — War  with  Sitain — Proj>  1 1<  il  iiiva.sion 
of  Fii^iomi — J>i«penwl  of  tha  fipuiuk  jftoet — The  HosB-aiure  tiaecu — Reduction  of 
8ii  ily— Peace  with  Spain—Nonia  in  the  Baltic  in  1718 — ^Ailiaoce  with  Sweden — 
JCorris  in  the  Baltic  iu  1719,  1720,  and  1721 — I'eaco  between  RuH«ia  and  Sweden 
— The  Treaty  of  Vienna— The  Treaty  of  liaonover— Jeuniagi  to  the  coast  of 
Spain— Wager  to  the  Baitic— Hosier  to  the  West  Indiea— Siclcneaa  in  the  fleet- 
Death  of  Hosier,  H(i|)«onn,  and  St.  Li<e — Wager  relieves  Gibraltar — Norri!«  in  the 
Baltic— Death  of  George  I.— The  Treaty  <^  SeTille— jjjfficultiea  in  the  New 
World — Korris  to  Liebon — ^Haddock  to  the  Mediterranean- Spanish  depredations 
— Jenkins's  «ars  -Ifeprisals  grant^nl — War  witli  Sjiain--  Anson's  ex|)e»Ution — 
Edward  Vemoa — Vernon  to  the  Weet  Indies— Capture  of  Puerto  BeUo — Eathiudasm 
in  England— Co-operation  between  France  and  SiKiin— Vernon  reinforoed— France 
holds  her  hand— \'t  i uuii  ut  ClKmres — Vernon  ag.'iin  reinf -  'ced — Death  of  Cath- 
cart — Beauclerlt  and  de  Boisgeroult — Uu»ucce»t>ful  cruises  of  Haddock,  Balchent 
and  Norris — Junction  of  the  French  and  S]»nish  fieele  in  tlie  Mediterranean— 
Vernon's  dillirnllita  with  Wentworth— Attack  u]->ni  Cart  i::*  — Early  bucccrs 
— ^Failure  of  the  attempt — Attacii  on  iiautiago  de  Cuba  Abanduument  of  the 
plan — Criticism  of  the  Bcheme— Tlie  oonunanden  censured — Projected  expedition 
against  Par.imn  ■!!;)]•'-('  of  tLc  v.iiliirn — R<":.ill  ..f  Vrrm.n  and  Wi'utworth — 
licatocic  joins  liaddi<ck  in  the  Mediterranean — Lestock's  ciiaracter — Mathews 
oommander-in-chief  in  the  Meditemnean — ^Friction  between  Mathewa  and  Lestock 
■ — Blockade  of  Toidun — Martin  at  Naples— Martin  to  Alassio— Ogle  in  the  West 
Indies — ^Repulse  of  the  attack  on  La  Guayra — iiepiilae  at  Puerto  Cabdlo— France 
supports  Spain — Norria  in  the  Channel- Escape  of  de  Roquefeuil — ^War  with 
France  and  Sp;iin  The  Dutch  join  tircat  Britain  DiH)H>sitiou  nf  tin;  l^<  ts — 
i«avarro  aiid  de  t  ourt  leave  Touluu — Mathews's  action  off  Toulon— busiiension 
and  trial  of  Lestock— Trials  of  captains^The  court-martial  and  tlie  Lord  Chief 

Justio- — '1  l  i  i!  >  I'  Mathews — Howlev  iii  the  Mt'litcrraneiUi — Gabarct  exrajM-^  liiin — 
Hardy  blw.kade«l  — iiakheu  relieveH  liiin — Lohh  of  the  I'ktvrtf — liarnet  in  the 
East  Indies — ^Daveni  at  Jamaica — ^Frencli  intrigi)i>s  in  North  Anieriea-Annapolts 
Biuniuoneil  iu  vain — Svheines  of  the  Pit  ii  i;.!«ir— Ik-  lands  in  Si  otlaml — His  escape 
— Capture  of  Louisbourj; — Townsend  lo  itie  West  Indies — AU'airs  iu  the  Mediier- 
nnean — ^Fronch^failureii  in  North  America — Lestock  on  the  coast  of  France — 
Peyton  and  ]y\  Bimrdonnais  — Fail  of  Madras — -Duplicity  iif  Dupleix — f.isle  and 
de  touflans — Disj;raLC  of  Mitchell — Medley  in  the  Me<literrano;ui— French  ex- 
pedition to  Ca|ie  Iketoii — Ausou's  aciio[i  with  de  La  Jonqui^n;— Hawke  defeata 
ds  L'Elendu&re— Trial  of  Captain  Fux~£xiiaustion  of  France — Bosicawen  to  the 
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Kaat  Tndics — Failure  at^  Pyudichiyrr)"— Peace  of  Aix-la-Chajielle — Surrender  ttf 
Madras — Knowles  taken  Purt  Ijou'ih— Attempt  on  Santiago  de  CuIki— KiiowIch's 
victorj*  off  Havana — Trial  nf  Krii>wle«— PikmhIc  takes  a  Fremh  convoy — Losses 
during  tlie  war — Terms  of  tlic  iica«'e — French  nggreBsions — Ki'|i|k.'I  to  North 
America — French  deeigng  on  Canada — iioscawen  to  Nt>rth  America — Capture  of 
the  Alcide  and  I.yi — Tlircatoucd  invasion — French  exiic<lition  Ui  Minorca — 
(>|ieration8  against  Angria — Success  of  ilohneis — Kcconnaiwuince  of  Brent — Uritieh 
wcakneKH  in  the  Mediterranean — Byng  onlereil  to  Minorca — Byng's  action  with 
de  La  GaliHMnini^re — The  disitatches — Byng  HUjieriiedeil,  tried,  and  executed — 
Conchi»ion8  on  hin  case — Fall  of  Minorca — Watson  takes  Calcutta — Fall  of 
Chandernagore — -D'Ache  to  the  Ea«t  Indies — F"orre»t's  action  with  de  Kersaint — 
Kx])cilition  to  Louihbourg— Misfortunes  of  the  fleet — The  ex[)edition  abandoned — 
Escaite  of  du  Revest — Expedition  against  Kochefort — Pocock's  action  off  Cudda- 
lore — Ca]>itulation  of  Fort  St.  David — Pocock's  action  off  Noga|iatam — With- 
drawal of  d'Ach^ — Kenij)enfelt  relieves  Madras — Siege  and  cajUure  of  Louislwurg 
— Bi>»cawen  and  du  Chaffault — Marsh  to  West  Africa — Keppel  takes  Gore© — 
Capture  of  the  Or/»Afy  and  Foudroyant — Ilawke  at  Iled'Aix — Howe's  exi>etlitiou 
to  the  French  cmost — Capture  of  Cherbourg — Disa»ter  at  St.  Ca» — Benewed  French 
pre]MrationH — Pocock  again  engage*  d'Ache — ^Tlie  Dutch  at  Chiusura — Failure  at 
Martinique — Ojwrations  at  Guadalou|ie — The  conquest  of  Canada — Saunders  in 
the  St.  Law^rcnce — Bohcawcn  to  the  Mediterranean  Boscawen  defeats  de  La  Choe 
— Rodney  off  Le  Hftvre — Blockade  of  Brest — Hawke  defeats  do  Conflani — 
BhH'kade  of  Pondicherry — Hurricane  in  the  Kant  Indies — Fall  of  Pondicherry— 
N<)rhury's  action  in  the  West  Indies — French  attempt  against  Quel>ec — Montreal 
occujiic\l — Elliot  defeats  Thurot — Boscawen  and  Hawke  in  Quiberon  Bay — 
Furtlu  r  "  ijicrations  iu  thp  V.ant  Insii^ — Kepjiel's  expedition  against  B*'lleislc — The 
Family  Comjwct — War  with  S|iaiu — Capture  of  Manik — Conquest  of  Martinique 
— Conquest  of  Grenaila  and  St.  Lucia — Pocock  reduces  Havana — Misfortunes  of 
Pocock's  fleet — De  Teniey  at  Newfoundlan<l — Recapture  of  St.  John's — The  raid 
on  Buenos  Ayres — Enforcement  of  the  right  of  search — The  Treaty  of  Fontaine- 
blcflu — Hcsulti(  of  the  Seven  Years'  War. 

Although,  at 
the  accession 
of  George  I., 
Great  Britain 
was  at  peace 
with  all  the 
world,  the  re- 
lations of  the 
comitry  with 
certain  north- 
ern powers 
were  far  from 
l)eing  satisfac- 
tor)' ;  and  from 

the  first  it  was  foreseen  that  difticiilties  were  likely  to  arise,  and 
to  call  for  the  active  employment  of  the  Navy  towards  their  solntion. 


rOPl  LAK  )ilK|iAI.«  ilMMKMOKAT(VK  OK  MATKKWs's  AfTION  OKF TOf  I^>N, 
rEBKLAltV  llTII,  1744,  AKU  OF  THE  FKLSTltATIOK  OF  TIIK 
THHKATKXKU  IXVARIOX  OF  KNULANtI  AT  AltOlJT  THE  SAME  TIMK. 

( h'rom  nil  un-jimtl  khidlii  Unl  hy  HS.ll.  Caiilain  Prince.  Luui*  <t( 
IhlttrHtrrr.j.  ft.\.) 
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Sweden  had  not  yet  allied  herself  with  Kussia,  and  was,  in  fact, 
still  iit  w;ir  with  her  and  with  Doninsirk  :  nnd  Swcrh'sli  priwitwrs 
had  seized  many  British  shiji-<  \vhi(  li  were  alli  l;(  d  lo  c(MiUiin  anus, 
ammuuitioD,  and  stores,  destined,  in  contravention  ot  treaty,  for 
the  service  of  the  Tmx,  Bemonstranoes  had  been  made  by  the 
British  tninister  at  Stockhohn,  but  they  had  produced  no  results. 
The  Dutch,  who  had  nmilar  cauBes  of  complaint  against  the 
government  of  Charles  Xn.,  found  it  equally  difficult  to  obtain 
either  redress  or  apolo^'v  ;  and  it  was  therefore  determined  by  Great 
Britain  and  Holland  to  despatch  a  combined  fleet  to  the  Baltic  in 
"1715  to  intimidate  the  Swedes,  and  to  convoy,  and  prevent  further 
undue  iiitcrl't'icnfc  witli.  the  trade. 

The  Bnlish  contingent,  under  Adma-al  JSir  John  Xorris  (B.)  and 
Bear-AdmimI  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  (B  ),  was  made  up  of  twenty  ships 
of  the  line,  besides  a  few  small  craft.  It  sailed  from  the  Nore  on 
May  18th,  and,  reaching  the  Sound  on  June  10th,  there  joined  the 
Dutch  contingent  of  twelve  sail  under  Bear-Admiral  Lucas  de  Veth. 
The  merchantmen  were  escorted  to  their  porte,  but  nothin*;;  of 
importance  happened  durinj^  the  rest  of  the  year.  In  1710,  Sir 
John,  unwilling  to  :ulopt  stronf?  iiiensiires  apjainst  Sweden  uiihsH 
he  had  the  gravest  reasons  for  doing  bo,  oeiit  an  oflicer  to  Stm  kli<il)ii 
to  inc^uire  whether  or  not  the  practice  of  seizing  British  and  DuU  h 
ships  was  to  be  persisted  in.  A  vague  and  ambiguous  reply  bt-ing 
returned,  it  was  determined  by  the  allied  commanders,  in  pursuance 
of  orders  from  home,  to  make  a  demonstration  of  an  exceptional 
nature.  A  Danish  squadron  lay  at  Cc^nhagen.  There  also  lay  a 
Bussian  squadron  under  the  Tsar  Peter  himself .  After  the  necessary 
negotiations  had  taken  place,  it  was  agreed  tlint,  while  the  Dutch, 
then  niulcr  ('ciiinui nii ire  Heiidrik  drive,  with  live  British  men-of- 
war,  slicnld  (•«/i:v(iy  lu  their  destmatK 'iis  ^uch  mprchantmen  as  had 
lollo%ved  the  lleets,  the  British,  Ruhsiun,  and  Danish  squadrons, 
forming  for  the  moment  a  single  fleet,  should  proceed  up  the  Baltic, 
in  order  to  let  it  be  seen  that,  rather  than  permit  any  further 
meddling  with  her  trade.  Great  Britain  would  take  active  part 
against  Charles  XII.  The  Tsar  Peter  became,  for  the  nonce,  com- 
mander-in-chief ;  Norris  assumed  command  of  the  van,  and  Count 
Gyldenldve,^  the  Danish  admiral,  took  the  rear  under  bis  orders. 

*  Tllrieh  Cbrintran  GyldootoTe,  knowo  in  Eo^laad  as  Count  Gueltlebkw,  ww  a 

natund  brotluT  r.f  K-rr.'  Ftfl crick  IV.  of  I>oniur»rk,  auil  h;i  1  •  i  niandttl  the  Diuiiiih 
fleet,  at  the  tiuic  uf  KcukeV  uiwiatiuui^  aguiuist  LVpeuhagtiu  in  17u>. 
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The  confcdi  rutr  fleet  asscnibltHl  in  Kjo:jtj  Bay,  and  thence 
proceeded  to  Jinniholni,  where,  learning'  iliut  the  Swedes  had 
retired  to  Kailskroua,  uuwillinp  to  hazard  aa  uctiua,  the  Tsar  pave 
directions  that  the  convoys  might  continue  their  voyages  to  their 
vaaons  ports.  He  then,  with  bis  8qii«dron,  sailed  to  the  coast  of 
MecUenbarg.  Norm  and  Gyldenldve  took  measures  focoollectiDg 
the  bomeward-bouDd  trade,  most  of  which  joined  them  at  Bomholm 
on  November  9th,  and  with  them  entered  the  roadstead  of  Copen- 
hagen on  the  day  following.  The  remaining  merchantmen,  chiefly 
Dutrh,  anchorrd  thpfp  on  the  1*2th.  Sir  John  Norn's  left  br-hirul 
hnn  in  the  Bahic  Cajitam  VViliiam  Clevrl;iii<l,  witii  seven  ships,  to- 
act,  if  necessary,  in  concert  with  the  Danes  ;  and,  with  the  rest  of  the 
fleet,  he  returned  to  Englaxid.  On  his  voyage  he  met  with  terrible 
weather,  and,  although  he  succeeded  in  preserving  his  convoy,  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  the  AugmUt  60,  and  the  Garland,  24.^ 
The  fleet  arrived  at  the  Nore  on  November  29th,  1716. 

The  ostensible  reasons  for  this  P.nltic  expedition  have  been  given 
above.  It  must  bo  borne  in  mind,  however,  tliat  the  situation,  as 
betwec!)  (Ireat  Britain  and  Sweden,  was  exacrrlfated  hy  the  fact 
that  (it  or>;«'  I.,  besides  being  King  of  Great  Britain,  was  llleeleir  of 
liauauvc:!-.  In  his  latter  quality  he  had  purchabed  from  Di  iimaik 
territories  which  had  been  conquered  from  Sweden;  and,  in  order  to 
d^«id  these,  he  had  declared  war  against  Sweden,  and  carried  on 
the  conflict  at  a  time  when,  in  his  quality  of  King  of  Great  Britain, 
he  was  at  peace  with  Charles  XII.  The  Swedish  monarch  did  not 
scruple  to  charge  King  (leorge  with  having  prostituted  the  honour 
of  the  British  flag  in  order  to  serve  the  interests  of  Ilannovcr ;  and. 
altlioush  it  may  be  that  Charles,  in  his  natural  resentment,  failed  to 
do  exact  justice  to  his  opponent,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
personal  union  of  the  cn>wa»  of  Great  Brilani  and  Hannover,  if  not 
in  17i5-lG,  Hi  least  on  many  subsequent  occasions,  led  Great  Britain 
into  v^tures  which,  had  her  own  interests  only  been  consulted,  she 
would  never  have  embarked  upon. 

The  irritation  of  Sweden  was  increased  by  Norris's  demonstration 
in  the  Baltic;  and  one  of  the  results  was  that,  soon  afterwards, 

'  So  u7  all  hittoriun,  Init  no  wtborit^  mn  be  fuUDd  for  one  piurt  of  the  •tatoraent. 

Tlie  Aut/usle,  Captain  liobcrt  JuIiiismh,  ran  a^liorf,  it  is  true,  <  !t  N  'vcinher  lOtii, 
lier  cu^>taiu  ami  most  of  licr  ]i<-u|ik>  W-ing  tsjivi-il.  '\  hi-  (iarlaud,  however,  ri'Uiaiiiitl 
in  commiuion,  under  CaptAin  EUIh  Braud,  until  February  23nd,  1717;  frutn  which 
fact  it  may  Lr  couelii  ^  ('.  tl  :it,  if  kIio  went  ii>liure,  !>Le  liid  iii>t  at  otue  l>i'<  <irne  a  total 
lutus.    There  stieius,  tiu,  tu  iiavu  Wu  uu cuurt-uuirtial.    AIS.  Libt  iu  Autiiur'e  Cull. 
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certain  Swedish  diplonrntists,  including  the  minister  in  London, 
associated  themselves  in  plots,  having  for  their  ohjeot  the  further- 
ance of  the  cause  of  the  Pretender.  The  discovery  of  these  intrigues 
aroused  the  liveliest  indignation  throughout  Great  Britain  ;  and  when 
Parliament  met  in  1717,  it  was  formally  resolved  by  the  House  of 
Commons  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  authorise  the  King  to  prohibit 
commerce  with  Sweden  "during  such  time  as  his  Majesty  shall 
think  it  necessary  for  the  safety  and  peace  of  his  kingdom."  On 


MR  JOHN  NORRIS,  KT.,  .\l*MII{Atj  OK  THK  FI.KF.T. 
iVrutu  Ihr  i,i,-tt,rr  hy  Sir  G.  Knrllrr,  Ay  prruiluitM  </  H.  C.  Xurrh,  Em).\ 


March  -Jnd.  the  Bill  having  in  the  meantime  l)een  passed,  a 
proclamation  in  accordance  with  its  provisions  was  made  public. 
To  properly  enforce  the  pn>hibition,  it  was  retjuisite  to  send  another 
fleet  to  the  Baltic ;  and  on  March  .MOth,  twenty-one  ships  of  the  line, 
with  frigates  and  fireships,  sailed  for  Copenhagen  under  Admiral  Sir 
George  Byng.  A  few  days  later,  tliough  in  face  of  strong  opposition, 
the  Government  obtained  a  grant  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling  to 
enable  the  King  "  to  concert  such  measures  with  foreign  princes  and 
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states  as  may  pre\  t  !it  any  charge  and  apprehension  £roui  the  designs 
of  Sweden  for  the  iuiurc.'* 

Byiig  agreed  upon  a  plan  of  united  action  with  Deumark,  and 
made  various  dispositious  to  ensure  the  cairying  oat  of  the  objects 
lor  which  he  had  been  seot  to  sea ;  bnt  his  proceedings  were,  upon 
the  whole,  nneventfiil,  the  Swedes  not  yenturing  oatside  their  ports. 
Betoming  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  he  arrived  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames  on  November  15th.  A  note  of  such  small  serv-ices 
as  were  performed  by  the  cruisers  of  the  fleet  will  be  found  in  the 
next  chapter.  In  tlie  iiRat)tirno,  thanks  larfjrly  to  the  good  offices 
of  France  and  Kussiii,  the  dilhculties  in  the  north  were  lor  the 
moment  ^^innntlit  d  over,  althnuf^h,  for  many  years  afterwards,  they 
remained  a  Bource  oi'  lauch  anxiety  and  expense  to  the  Court  o£ 
St.  Jamee*8. 

"  But  this,"  says  Campbell,  "  was  not  the  only  affair  of  guasequeuce  that  employed 
th«  thooghto  of  the  adminiatrntioQ.  We  were  llieii  iii  dote  oonliBderecy  with  the 

T.U[\>f-T<>T  and  France;  and,  in  crmjuTirti'iri  with  these  Powrr?',  Ind  undertHkeii  to  settle 
the  affatrs  of  Europe  on  a  better  foimdatiuu  than  the  Treaty  of  Utrecla  left  tbitm. 
With  this  new,  the  Triple  AUteiwe  wm  conduded  on  January  4th,  1717$  end,  th«t 
r\i'X  ;uiswnriii^  the  cnil  pyyieftpfl  from  it,  we  nest  entered,  as  will  be  shown,  into  the 
famous  Quadruple  AUianre,'  which  wan  iuteude«i  to  remedy  all  the«c  defecti^,  aud  to 
fix  the  general  tranquillity  for  ever.  Tet,  by  unfore>ie«n  eccidente  to  which  hnman 
jxilicy  will  be  always  linMf,  thi«  alliance  proved  the  cause  of  nn  iMitinviiate  war 
between  us  and  Spuiu,  and,  in  its  conaequences,  was  the  source  of  aii  the  troubles  that 
duturbed  Europe  ftom  the  tune  of  its  couduuui  ■  to  the  peace  of  Aix-ta^CliapeUe^" 

The  terms  of  the  alliance  were  cided  upon  houiu  months  hoforc, 
the  treaty  was  actually  signed.  It  was  determined  that  Spain 
should  restore  Sardinia  to  the  Etnx>eror,  and  that  the  King  of  Spain 
should  renounce  his  claim  to  succeed  to  the  French  crown,  while  the 
Emperor  was  to  renounce  his  claim  to  what  had  been  guaranteed  to 
Philip  V.  under  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  Philip  was  to  surrender 
his  claim  to  the  iSetherlands  and  to  the  Italian  possessions  of  the 
Emperor.  Tn  return  for  Sicily,  the  Pwnperor  was  to  hand  over 
Sardinia  to  llif  Kin^  of  Sicily,  and  was  to  recognise  the  rif,'ht  of 
♦  the  House  ot  Savoy  to  succeed  to  the  crown  of  Sj)ain  in  the  event 
of  the  failure  of  the  heirs  of  Philip  V.  Trance  and  Great  Britain 
undertook  to  assist  the  Emperor  to  act^uue  Sicily;  and  Fraiicu  and 
the  Empire  undertook  to  maintain  the  Protestant  succession  in 
Great  Britain.* 

*  Of  Great  Britain,  Frasoe,  HoUaad,  aod  the  Empire. 

«  Aui^ust,  1718. 

'  Koch  (&  SclitiU,  '  Uist.  de«  Traites  de  Paix.' 


30 


MAJOR  OPSJiATIONS,  1714-1762. 


[1718. 


The  arranger iif'T it  wris  excessively  displeafinf:?  to  Spain ;  and  no 
sooner  had  the  House  of  Savoy  transferred  Sicily  to  the  Emperor 
than  Spain,  whose  policy  \va8  tht  u  controlled  by  Cardinal  Alheroni, 
made  preparations  for  attacking  that  island.  Great  Britain  made 
corzesptmding  preparations  tot  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the 
still  unsigned  trMty,  and,  early  in  1718,  oommissioned  a  large 
number  of  ships.  The  Spanish  ministw  in  London  remonstrated. 
George  I.  rather  bluntly  zej^ed  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
conceal  the  object  of  his  armaments,  and  that  he  purposed  to  send 
Sir  George  Bynf!  to  th«  Mediterranean  with  a  powerful  force  "  to 
maititain  the  neutrality  of  Italy  against  those  who  should  seek  to 
disturb  it." 

In  March,  171B,  Byug  was  accordingly  appointed  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  the  Mediterranean;  and  on  May  24th  he  received  his  written 
instmctions.  They  were  not  as  explicit  as  might  have  been  wished ; 
but  they  appear  to  have  been  ez^ained  and  snpplmiented  in  the 
oonise  of  an  inter\'iew  which  the  Admiral,  ere  he  left  London,  had 
with  Lords  Sunderland  and  Stanhope,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs.* 
He  w!is,  upon  his  arrival  upon  his  station,  to  inform  the  Kinp  of 
Spiiin,  the  Viceroy  of  Naples,  and  the  Govenior  of  Milan,  thai  he  hnd 
be*;u  Hcnt  to  sea  to  promote  all  measures  that  might  best  contribute 
to  the  arrangement  of  such  dififerenccs  as  had  arisen  between  the 
two  crowns,  and  to  the  prevention  of  any  further  violation  of  the 
neutrality  of  Italy,  which  he  was  to  see  preserved.  He  was  also 
to  enjoin  both  parties  to  abstain  from  acts  of  hostility,  so  that 
negotiations  for  peace  might  be  Ijegian  and  concluded.  But,  should 
the  Spaniards  persist,  afur  all,  in  attacking  the  Enii>eror's  tezxitoiy 
in  Italy;  or  should  they  land  in  any  pnrt  of  Italy  for  that  purpose;  or 
should  the)  endeavour  tf>  make  themselves  Tuasters  of  Italy  (which 
would  be  a  step  towards  the  invasion  oi  Uu;  kingdom  of  Naples). 
Byng  was,  to  the  best  of  his  power,  to  hinder  and  obstruct  them,  if, 
however,  they  were  already  landed,  he  wse  U>9ty  by  amicaUe  means 
to  induce  them  to  abandon  their  project,  and  was  to  offi^  to  help 
them  to  withdraw  their  troops ;  and,  should  all  his  &iendly  offices 
proTO  ineffectual,  he  was  to  defend  the  territories  attacked,  by 
keepiTig  compatiy  with,  or  intercepting,  Spanish  ships  and  convoys, 
and,  if  necessary,  by  openly  oppowiny  them. 

Sir  George  Byufr  sailed  from  Sjiithead  on  June  1.5th,  1718,  with 
twenty  ships  of  the  line,  two  lireships,  two  bomb  vessels,  a  store- 
*  Ste  a  letter  fium  Craggs  in  Caiupb«U,  iv.  3iH. 
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ship,  a  hospital-ship,  and  two  tenders,  and,  passing  Lisbon,  sent  the 
Rupert  in  thither  for  inteUigence.  Being  off  Cadiz  on  June  30th,  he 
despatched  the  Superhe  with  a  letter  to  the  British  minister  at 
^Ia<lrid,  desiring  him  to  inform  the  King  of  Spain  of  the  presence 
of  the  British  fleet,  and  of  the  instructions  under  which  it  was  to 
act.  The  Spanish  reply,  returned  after  some  delay,  was  curtly  to 
the  effect  that  Byng  might  execute  his  sovereign's  orders.  The 


GKORCSR  BYKO,  VISCOCNT  TOHHJXOTOS,  ADMIRAL  OF  THE  FLEET, 
(from  71  UoubigikfH'*  rnjrating  after  tht  portrait  fry  Str  O.  Knellrr.} 

minister,  Colonel  Stanhope,  continued,  almost  up  to  the  very 
outbreak  of  hostilities,  to  endeavour  to  induce  Spain  to  give  way ; 
and  in  the  meantime,  foreseeing  the  jirobahle  futility  of  his  eflforts, 
he  did  his  best  to  warn  British  merchants  in  the  Spanish  ports  to 
take  such  measures  as  would  protect  their  property  against  the 
results  of  any  sudden  rupture. 

Sir  George,  who  had  to  contend  with  unfavourable  winds,  did 
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not  make  Cape  Sportd  until  July  8th.  He  was  there  lejoined  by 
the  Rupert  and  the  Superbe,  BXtd  learnt  that  Spain  had  been  making 
great  preparations  for  war,  and  that  a  considerable  Spanish  fleet  had 

quitted  liarceloiia  on  June  18th  for  the  eastward.  Oflf  Gibraltar, 
ilu'  Admiral  was  joined  by  a  small  division  of  ships  under  Vice- 
Admiral  Charles  Cornwall.  The  fleet  snh«;equently  watered  at 
IVfaljifjti,  nn(\  thence  procecdod  to  Vi,rl  M;ihon,  where  it  landed 
trnops  ami  t(»nk  ofT  the  Huldieis  who  had  lM?eii  in  ijarrisMU  there. 
It  Hailed  again  on  JuJy  25th,  upon  receipt  of  news  tliat  the  Spanish 
fleet  had  been  sighted  on  Jane  80th  near  Naples ;  and  on  Angast  Ist 
it  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Naples.  Sir  George  had  previoosly  taken 
care  to  apprise  the  imperial  Victtoy,  and  the  governor  of  Milan,  of 
bis  arrival  in  the  ^lediterranean. 

The  Spaniards  had  not  heen  idle.  They  had  landed  the  Marques 
de  Lode  in  J^ieily  ;  iiiid,  except  the  citadel  of  "Messina,  the  whole 
island  had  (luickly  fallen  to  him  with  little  or  no  resistance.  The 
citadel  was  drl.l  liy  Savoyards;  and  as  Savoy,  under  the  terms  the 
imderstanding,  was  presently  to  surrender  Sicily  to  the  Emperor,  it 
coald  scarcely  be  expected  that  the  fortress  would  hold  out  for  long. 
In  these  circumstances,  the  imperial  Viceroy  of  Naples  hurriedly 
embarited  two  thousand  German  troops'^  on  board  the  Britidi  ships, 
and  requested  Sir  George  Byng  to  endeavour  to  throw  them  into 
Messina  citadel,  and  the  neighbouring  Fort  Salvatore.  The  fleet 
quitted  Naples  on  August  6tb,  and  on  August  f^th  arrived  off  the 
i^'aro  of  Messina. 

The  Spaniards  were  besiegini'  th<>  place  which  Bvii?  desii.  d  to 
relieve ;  but  Sir  George  does  not  seem  to  have  known  how  near  their 
fleet  was  io  him.  Indeed,  he  had  some  reason  to  suppose  that  it 
was  endeavouring  to  avoid  him.  Instead,  therefore,  of  moving 
onwards  to  Messina  and  striking  at  once,  he  sent  ashore  the  Captain 
of  the  Fleet,  George  Saunders,  with  a  letter  to  the  Marques  de  Lede, 
proposing  a  cessation  for  two  months  of  the  operations  on  ahorv,  and 
adding  that,  unless  a  truce  were  agreed  to,  he  would  use  all  his  force 
"  to  prevent  further  attempts  to  disturb"  t!u'  fLnninions  which  his 
master  sUK)d  eiigaged  to  di  [<  lul.  ]>c  Ijcdi  n  ] 'iicd  that  he  hiul  no 
powers  to  treat,  and  that  he  inteiidol  tn  r;my  uut  his  orders.  Upon 
receiving  this  answer,  Sir  George  weiglied,  with  a  view  to  place  his 
fleet  in  front  of  Messina  and  to  relieve  the  garrison  of  the  citadel. 

*  TLesu  trooji!!,  uinlcr  Gt'ucrjii  Wctxc!,  vrcri',  before  lliu  battle  utV  Cape  Pa-^^jvarui,  stt 
ubon  at  Reg^o. 
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The  story  of  what  followed  is  given  in  the  formal  relations  which 

will  be  presently  piiuttd. 

'^TiM  CDgngeuieot  which  enaued  cnii,"  say*  Mabao,  '*flciiro«Iy  b«  called  a  battle. 
And,  M  ia  apt  to  hAptien  in  mich  aflmira,  wben  tb«  paitm  are  on  the  ▼erge  of  war,  but 

war  has  not  actually  been  declared,  there  it*  hoidc  doubt  as  to  huw  far  the  attack  waH 
morally  jtutiliaUe  on  the  part  of  tbe  English,  ll  woub  jireuy  wre  that  Byng  wa» 
det«nniDed  bftforehand  to  nim  or  deiitroy  the  Spannh  fleet,  and  that  as  a  military  hmq 

he  waj<  juKtilietl  by  liis  unlcis.  The  S|iAuiith  otiicers  had  not  made  up  tlioii  luiiuis  to 
any  line  of  coDduct ;  they  were  inuoh  inferior  io  Dumbera,  and,  as  luuat  always  b«  ttie 
eaae,  AlberonPs  hastily  revived  navy  had  not  within  the  same  period  reoehed  nearly 

tliv  i  tTu-iwii  y  uf  hii^  iiniiy.  Tin- Kiii;li-li  a]iiiro.irli(  <l  tliii'atcningly  near :  one  or  more 
S^jonish  ships  opened  fire :  whereupon  the  fnglish,  being  to  windward,  stood  down  and 
made  an  end  of  them.  A  few  only  escaped.  .  .  .** 

The  forces  iii  face  of  one  another  were,  as  Captain  Mahan 
nulicates,  as  unequal  in  niunbers  as  in  discipline.  Over  leaf  is  a 
comparative  statement  of  them.  The  ships  of  the  British  fleet  are 
amngacl  according  to  Sir  George  Byng's  order  of  battle,  in  which 
the  Canterbury  was  to  lead  with  the  starboard,  and  the  Boehesier 
with  the  larboard  tacks  on  board.  The  ^act  order  of  the  Spaniaids 
cannot  be  detennined. 

Sir  George  Byng,  in  his  despatches,'  thus  describes  the  events  of 
August  10th,  and  the  following  days : — 

Fmni  ox  boabd  thr  Hnjhiu-,  on-  ok  SviucnaA, 

AlKjUyt  lUf,  O.S.). 

*^ Early  in  the  moroiug,  on  the  thirtieth  ut  July/  an  we  were  Btaudiog  in  for 
Mesaina,  we  saw  two  scouts  of  the  Spaaitb  fleet  in  tbe  Fkra,  very  near  ns;  and,  at  the 

«*nniP  tiiiif,  A  fi'lucci,  rolling  off  from  tho  CViIabriiin  shore,  .i<stire<1  u**  they  taw  ftom 
lh<'  hillH  the  ^^[)HIliMh  lieet  lyin^  by.  r]jon  which  the  Admiral  Mood  through  the  Faio 
after  tbe  scouts,  judging  tliey  would  lead  us  to  their  fleet;  which  they  did;  for,  before 
noon,  vvp  ht\'\  a  f.iir  i-i^'lit  <>{  all  tlifir  sliips      they  were  drawin*;  ititn  linp-of-battle. 

"On  our  approach,  tiiey  went  Uoiu  us  iarge,  but  iu  their  order  of  l>attlo,  their  fleet) 
oooristing  of  and  twenty  men-of-war,  great  and  small,  two  fireships^  four  bomb 
VeeSelH,  seven  galleyp,  nnd  several  j^liijis  uith  -itnn'R  and  prnvisinn;'. 

"The  Admiral  oniereti  the  Et^ul,  SufKfbr,  Uni/ton,  aiul  Ur/ord,  being  the  best 
eaOefa  in  the  fleet,  to  make  what  sail  they  could  to  oome  up  with  the  Spaniards;  and 
that  the  shijis  which  i nilil  get  headnioitt,  and  nearest  to  them,  should  c-arry  the  lights 
usuaiJy  worn  by  the  Aduiiral,' that  he  might  not  lo»e  sight  of  them  in  the  night; 
while  he  nuule  what  sail  he  could,  with  the  rent  of  the  Heet,  to  keep  up  with  theot.  It 
being  liitk-  u  inil,  the  Sj^riish  ;ziil!ev!»  t<.>wed  tlieir  heaviest  sailers  all  night. 

"The  thirty-linit,*  in  tbe  morning,  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  they  tinding  us  |Htitty 
near  up  with  their  fleet,  the  gallf  ye  and  smaller  sbipe,  with  tbe  flreships,  b«Qb  vessels^ 

'  Sent  home  by  bis  sou,  Faltee  Dyug.   QtuetU,  Ho.  MTi, 
'  /.e.  August  10th,  N.S. 

'  An  Aiimiral  commanding  in  chief  carried  three  lights  on  the  poop  and  one  light 
in  the  main-top. 

•  Jji.  August  lltb,  N.8. 
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and  storedaipHi  aspMited  from  the  adminl  aitd  bigger  ihiiM,  and  Btood  in  for  the  »hor«: 
aftar  whom  the  Admiral  mt  Captain  Walton,  in  tha  CanUthtry,  with  the  Argyte  and 

six  ships  muie.  As  thoae  ships  wore  coming  up  with  tltem,  oao  of  the  SpanianU  '  fired 
a  broadsida  at  tbe  Aiyj/le,  The  Admiral,  ■eeiog  thoae  ahipa  engaged  with  the  SpanUht 
which  were  ntaitiog  (owarda  the  ahore,  aent  orden  to  Captain  Walton  to  rendezToua, 

after  the  action,  at  Syracusa  (wlicri'  the  Viceroy  for  tlm  Kiu^r  (if  Si-  ily  wns,  with  a 
garriaoo).  Tbe  like  orders  he  desjiatcbed  to  tbe  dags,  aud  to  as  niauy  sbipei  ai»  were 
within  hie  reach,  that  place  being  defended  a^nat  ^e  Spaniards,  and  being  the  moat 
proper  port  on  that  coast  for  tlu'        u>  ^atln  r  tcu'riliiT  ■.v^aIu. 

**  We  held  on  our  cbaae  after  tbe  Spanish  admiral,  with  three  of  Ui^  rcar-adiuiraU, 
and  llie  UKgeat  ships,  which  atayed  hy  thrir  fli^  ttU  we  came  near  them.  The 

'■n]itriiiis  i.f  the  Kmt,  Sii/irib*-,  (haflon,  miA  Urfnrd,  having  uriltTh  U.>  iiuikL'  wliat  >nil 
they  cuuld  to  place  themselves  by  tlio  lour  headmocit  abips,  were  the  tirst  that  came  up 
with  them.  The  Spaniards  began,  by  filing  tiieir  ateni-ehaBe[rs]  at  them :  but  they, 
having  oril<'iH  unt  r<i  fin-  un!i'>s  tiie  Spaiiish  ship"  ropcritcd  their  firing,  tii.n^e  im  return 
at  first.  But,  the  SifanianU  firiug  again,  the  Ih/ord  attacked  tbo  Santa  Rosa,  which, 
some  time  after,  she  took.  Tbe  SI.  CKar/m  *  stmck  next  without  much  oppoeition, 

and  tlip  K'-iit  \o(Ai  pi-isessii .11  nf  hex.  Tho  nnit'tnn  nttwchM  thf  Prir.rr  of  Asiurins, 
formerly  calle«l  the  Vumbtiland,^  in  wi>icl»  iJtar- Admiral  Chacon:  but,  the  liredu 
and  Captain  coming  up,  she  left  that  ahip  for  tiieiii  to  take,  wliich  they  room  did ;  and 
stretciied  n!ien>l  nfter  anottifr  Hixfy-gmi  ^liil>,  "'hich  was  cin  her  starlioard  while  she 
wa*  engaging  the  i'mu-:  <>/  Astw  ut*,  and  kupi  tirinj;  her  stern-chase  into  the  ffnt/lon. 

"AlMHlt  one  o'cloi-k,  ihf  K'  „t  and  Superbe  engAged  the  Hpiuisli  admiral,'  wliich, 
witfi  two  sliijis  n-.orc,  tufd  on  them,  and  made  a  ruuuim;  tii^ht  until  alMjut  tliree;  when 
the  Ktht,  lic;ii)iij4  down  upon  her,  and  under  lior  stern,  gave  ker  a  broadside  and  went 
away  to  leeward  of  her.  Then  the  Superbe  ])ut  for  it,  and  laid  the  S|janish  Admiral  on 
Iward,  falling  on  her  weather  quarter:  but  thn  S|iAnish  admiral  sliifting  her  helm  and 
avoiding  her,  the  Aufcifee  ranged  up  under  her  lee  quarter;  on  which  ^he  struck  to  her. 
At  the  same  timc^  tlia  Barfimr  being  within  shot  of  the  said  Spanish  admiral  as  torn, 
iucliuiog  on  bcr  weather  quartertOOis  of  their  rear-fldmirals,"  aud  another  sixty-gun 
ship,  which  were  to  windwani  of  the  Barflfur,  bore  down  and  gave  her  their  broad- 
hidcH,  and  then  clap'd  u|M>n  a  wind,  standing  in  fi  r  tlt<'  land.  The  Admiral,  in  the 
Uarjimr,  stood  after  them  till  it  was  almost  tiiglit.  But,  it  being  little  wind,  and  they 
•:aliug  from  her  out  of  reach,  he  left  pursuing  them,  and  stood  away  to  the  fleet  again  ; 

which  he  joined  t^\■  i  i  after  night.    The  £»$ti-  tmtk  the  Juno  ;  the  Montaiju  and 

Jlujjert  took  the  \ohinU.  Vice-Adourai  Cornwall  followed  the  Gnt/lon  to  supjiort 
ber ;  but,  it  being  very  litfle  wind  and  the  night  coming  on,  the  S|)auiard  galed  away 
from  the  Uiti/lou. 

'*  Rear- Admiral  Delavall,  with  the  Jioj/al  Oai,  cbaaed  two  ships  that  went  away 
HKure  leewardly  than  the  rest,  (one  of  them  said  to  lie  Bear'Adminl  Camnmdt*)  but 

we,  not  having  seen  them  since,  know  not  tho  MKoesri.  Tlie  -liip  which  suffercii  most, 
with  US,  was  the  Onuftoa,  tbe  captain  of  which,  though  be  bad  not  the  fortune  to  talee 


'  The  San  hidoro,  4G.  *  8a»  CoriM, 

^  The  Cumberland,  HO,  Captain  Richard  Edwards  (a),  had  beeu  taken  by  the  French 
in  1707.  Se«  Vol  IL  p.  513.  In  Spanish  bands  she  carried  a  lighter  annsownt  than 
she  had  been  built  for. 

*  Jieal  SuH  Felipe.  •  Ap|i«reBtly  the  San  Luis. 

*  George  Camtiiock  had  been  a  poetH»ptain  in  tbe  Royal  HmYj  until  1714,  and  bad 
r(>|>ealodly  distinguisiied  himself.  Owing  to  his  Jacobito  leanings,  ho  had  been 
tlismissod  the  service,  and  had  entered  that  of  Spain.  The  Pretender  afterwards 
appointed  him  Admiral  of  the  White.  He  is  said  to  have  died  in  banishment ,^t 
Ceuta.  Chanock,  iiL  221. 
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any  particiilnr  ship,  yet  was  eugagol  with  several,  behave«l  liiiiiHelf  very  much  like  an 
(iflicer  anti  a  neaiBKIl,  and  bid  fair  t<>r  hti  ]>ping  the  way  of  ihoRe  four  ships  that  he 
|iur!>uMl:  who  cfieaped,  not  through  liia  fAiUt,  but  failure  of  wind ;  and  his  own  aail* 
uad  rigging  wero  nmch  shattered." 


"Just  now  in  returned  nn«  of  the  eight  shipH  which  the  Admiral  «>ent  witli  Captain 
Walton  to  pursue  those  of  Spain  that  went  in  with  the  fhore,  with  a  letter*  from  that 
(Japtain,  dated  the  Afth  ioatant,  giving  an  account  that  be^  witb  the  aaid  aliipH,  had 
taken  «ne  Spaniah  rear-admiral  of  cixty  gun^  one  man-of-war  of  four  and  fifty,  one  of 
forty,*  which  gave  Ihc  Anjyh  the  fintt  liroadjtidc,  one  of  four  and  twenty,  one  ship 
laden  witli  anna,  and  one  bonib>Tetf>el ;  and  bad  burnt  one  mao-of-war  of  four  and 
lifty  gums  of  forty  each,  one  of  thirty,  one  fii«ahii\  one  liuuilHVeMcl,  and  one 
settee.'  At  the  wriling  of  this  letter.  Captain  Walton  was  making  into  tSyracuM. 
The  aiup  which  brought  Oiix  letter  xaw  Rvar-Admiral  Delavall  latt  nigbl;  who  bad 
taken  the  JmAela,  a  t<hip  of  uixty  guns,  with  which  he  waa  Manding  in  iikewite  for 
Syrjicusa ;  to  which  place  we  are  now  going ;  and  hope  to  get  in  there  this  night. 

"When  the  Admiral  has  joined  Uie  ehipt*  absent  from  the  deettand  which  we 
judge  are  now  in  ^yracuaa  with  tlieir  prizes,  he  desigoa  to  send  Viee-Admiral 
Cornwall,  in  the  Anjylr,  with  st  vm  .  r  eight  phi|>»  more,  to  carry  the  kIujis  taken  to 
Port  JUahon,  to  be  socured  th«re  till  his  Majesty's  pleasure  be  known.  Ue  will  also 
put  aahore»  in  Sicily,  the  Sipantih  admirab  and  oommanding  officers,  with  aa  insoy  of 
the  common  |iriaoaera  a«  will  not  be  oeceasaiy  to  hdp  navigate  the  shipa  taken." 

What  may  be  regarded  as  an  official  Spanish  nanutive  of  the 
battle,  and  tA.  the  drcumBtanoes  which  led  up  to  it,  was  oompiled  by 
the  Marques  de  Bezetti-Laiidi,  and  pnblished  at  the  Hague.  It  is 
interesting,  as  well  ae  fair,  to  append  the  following  translation  of 
part  of  it ; — 

**Oo  August  Otli,  in  the  morning,  the  English  fleet  was  discovered  oflT  the  toiser  of 

Fiiro.  'I'l iiv arils  tiiirfit  it  Iny  V»y,  off  Cajw  della  Metellc,  p]ii«>sitp  the  tower  in  question. 
Tiie  S]iiinij«)i  lieet  wa:^  <ii  the  time  in  the  Strait,  but  waH  without  the  detachment 
coiumauded  by  Rear-.\dtniral  Don  H.  de  Uucvnra,  and  souie  »hips  and  frigates  which 
had  Imh"!)  sfnt  f"  ritl^T  iii.ires.  Ah  the  intention  of  the  EngliKli  Admintl  in  thus 
approaching  wsim  uuknown,  tiie  Spanish  Aduiirnl  determined  to  quit  the  Strait,  and  to 


'  The  lettvr  here  alluded  to  is  tlie  fanious  one  which,  erroneously,  has  so  often  been 

liteil  as  a  model  (if  iii'ulcst  Int-vity  and  sailoi-llkr  ri <)ici»<eneN!i.  K*  given  l>y  Campbell, 
it  runs:  "iiir,  wc  have  taken  and  destroy*^  all  thw  Sp«ni6h  idii|is  and  vessels  which 
were  upon  the  coast,  the  ntimber  as  per  margin,  t  am,  etc.,  Q.  WAttoir."  Even 
Maliiiii,  t" i!t<>wiiii;  Cnuipl)!.'!!  ami  Cliariiiii  k,  acccjits  tL's  "lis  kii!  version  uf  tliC  letter  as 
genuine,  and  cuiumenta  u{)on  its  shortncstt ;  yet,  as  a  matter  uf  fact,  the  real  letter  is 
one  of  some  little  leiifirth,  and  the  above  quotation  forma  only  the  fiist  paragraph  of  it. 
WalfoiiV  Mniij  1>:rvit}  i<-  as  inytliical  as  oertidn  well-kDown  storiea  which  are 
aMH)ciat«d  witlt  Fontcnoy  and  Waterloo. 

*  The  San  IwHarv,  46. 

*  Some  of  the  vcsselc  here  said  t.>  hasc  1i«i'n  burnt  by  Wnlt.iu  won-  uiMlcHil.ttilly  iii 
reality  fired  by  Man  to  save  them  from  ca])ture.  It  coniew,  however,  almutit  to  the 
same  thing. 
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collect  his  fon  cR  off  Cape  S|iturtiTCUtO,  takiog  with  hill)  his  vessels  kden  with  sturei, 
liis  objei-t  being  the  Intter  to  preiiarc  a>;ainst  the  deaigns  of  the  Eni;Iisli,  ■.L-.-irig  thut  all 
officer  who  had  beeu  wiit  by  Sir  (leor^e  Hyog  to  the  Maniiics  iIl-  fidlo  had  not 
returned.  Thk  officar  hatl  hatJ  onieni  to  suggest  to  the  Marqiiefs  a  NUKiKiiiHioii  of 
bwitjlitics  for  two  montlis;  but  the  Mrtrque?*  had  rejilie*!  that  ho  could  do  nothing 
without  directions  from  his  Court.  And  altljough  it  was  believed  that  a  courier  had 
been  despatcheil  with  the  suggestion  to  Madrid,  the  iSpaniards  were  unwilling  to  risk  a 
Hurprise  from  tliQ  lilngUth  fleet,  aixi  a  resort  to  such  tactic*  a>  might  be  prompted  by 
l>erti<ly. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  lOtli,  the  Knghsh  fleet  advanced  further  into  the  Faro,  an«l 
waa  aaluled  by  all  the  Spanish  shi)w  and  vessels  lying  thara.  It  ia  to  be  here  uoteU 
that  although  Admiral  Dyng  had  convoyed  to  Heggio  some  traiwporta  having  on  board 
tCMtM*  of  the  Archduke,  (he  ollicer  who  had  beim  sent  lo  the  Man|ues  de  Lcde 
4icUNd  that  this  waa  not  for  huitile  purpoaea^  but  merely  to  aecure  from  any  inauli* 
the  traniipona  which  were  under  bin  protection. 

"The  S|>anish  fleet  sent  out  two  light  frigates  to  reconnoitre  tiie  English  fleet  ;  and 
although  these  pwMiveil  that  the  English,  whose  designs  were  not  understood,  ouuie 
all  poaable  sail  to  dose  with  the  Spaniaids,  whoee  Admiral  was  ignorant  whether  the 

Englikh  came  as  friends  or  n*  enemies,  yet  the  Spanisuiis,  \i  iio  were  two  leagues  fr«>m 
the  strangers,  decided  to  withdraw  towanls  Cape  Paasaru  under  easy  sail,  in  order  that 
there  might  be  no  prstenoe  that  they  anticiiiated  hoetUitieSL  Soon  afterwards  a  oalm 
sujierveneil,  ami  tlms  the  of  l»itli  liL•^•t^  f>'II  iiiiiiinL,' "uc  ani'tlier ;  wlitreupon  the 
hpanisb  Admiral,  witneMuug  the  dauger,  caoted  bia  shiiM  of  the  liuo  to  be  towed  away 
from  the  Boglbh  with  a  view  to  collecting  tbem  in  one  body.  Yet  be  did  not  permit 

the  i;;illeys  to  ruiiiiiiit  any  unfriendly  act,  s-ucli  ;ts  tlipy  iniiilit  hiivr  <  i.iiiinittiNi  with 
advautage  while  it  remained  cabu.  When  tb«  Marques  dc  Mari  wan  near  the  land  and 
wu  eeparated  from  his  consorta  to  the  rear  and  from  the  frigates  and  truuporta  of  hia 
division,  th--  weutluT  i  lian;.'til,  s.i  tlial  lu'  Ktrovc  In  \:\'\\\  t<f  regain  the  main  Ixxly  of  tlie 
Spanish  fleet.  But  the  English,  with  disitimulation,  held  on  their  way,  tritutuing  their 
siula  flo  as  to  seeuf*  the  wind,  and  to  cot  off  the  Ifarquea  do  UariV  diviaioD.  When 
they  bad  at  li'TiL'th  ^itfrcch-il  in  thi^,  thpy  ntfarked  him  with  six  slups,  f>ir<  in^  liim  to 
separate  from  the  K*i  of  the  fleet  aod  to  retire  toward*  the  shore.  As  long  as  it  was 
poaaiUe,  the  Marquee  defended  himself  against  levwi  iliips  of  the  lioe^  and,  when  be 
was  no  l.iTi;:«T  nble  f'>  resist,  he  i«:ivf^l  ])eople  by  ruDTiini:  liis  vessels  aground, 
ikinie  of  them  were  burnt  under  iiis  own  direction :  others  were  taken  l>y  the  eoeuiy. 
■'The  rest  of  the  English  fleet,  conaisting  of  seventeen  sail  of  the  line,  fell  vpon  the  - 

Htii}  Situ  hdiyif,  Pl  irt'  ijtf  de  Asturinn,  NVik  Fcrnundo,  San  Curio*.  Santn  f^rtMa, 
and  Han  i'edro,  huJ  tUts  frigates  ^ml'i  Bum,  Prrlu,  Juno,  antt  Vuiantr,  which 
continued  to  make  for  Ca]>e  I'assaro;  and  as,  owing  to  their  inferiority  of  force,  they 
drew  off  in  line,  the  Knu'lish  attacked  their  rearmost  ship  with  four  nr  five  veusels,  and 
cut  her  off.  They  did  tli($  samo  in  succession  with  other  ships,  which,  in  npite  of  the 
fact  that  they  made  all  the  sail  they  could,  were  unable  to  avoid  being  ca|>tured« 
Thus,  t  vpry  S].iiiiisli  vessel  being  sejmralely  fought  by  five,  six,  or  seven  of  the  enemy, 
the  Engiinh  liually  subdued  the  It&d  Sun  Felipe*  2'rincipt  de  Aftuiiat,  San  Cuths, 
Santa  Itabela,  Santa  AiM,  Vakmtt,  and  JuM,  though  each  offered  •  bloody  and 
detarmineil  resistance. 

"W  hiie  the  Heal  San  Frlij>e  was  engl^  with  the  English,  Rear- Admiral  Don 
Balthazar  de  Quevam  returned  from  Malta  with  two  shii>s  of  the  line,  and,  beading  for 
the  Rrttl  Sttit  Feiipe,  |)AS8ed  the  English  ships  which  were  then  alongside  her,  tiring 
upon  each.    He  then  attacked  such  of  Adttldal  Byng's  vessels  a»  followed  tbo  Jlml 


'  fniier  General  Wetjwi. 

*  Admirai  Castafieta  aubaequently  died  of  his  wounda  •(  Port  Mahon. 
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Han  FrUiif.  These,  W\n\i,  very  inii<  li  <lunmged,  drew  off  in  ilie  ni^ht,  and,  after  tlic 
netioD,  reniaiaeU  tifty  Icagnea  at  »e»  for  three  vr  four  day*,  Dot  only  to  nynir  tbo 
SpuiUh  ships  which  they  had  cn)>turcd,  and  which  wen  moRt  wv««Iy  iiMolfld»  lm( 
:il»<»  to  make  fjiMxl  their  own  dain»}!C8.  Admiral  Hyng,  therefore,  could  twt  cnUf 
Synu;ute  until  August  16th  or  lllh,  aud  then  only  with  much  diihcuily." ' 

After  giving  some  accomit  of  the  servioes  of  individual  flhipe  and 
captains,  the  account  oontinu«B : — 

"Slid*  is  tlic  utory  of  the  action  off  AIn>Ih,  or  tlie  («idf  of  I'Arijia,  in  the  Malta 
Cbaniwl,  between  the  Spani^li  and  English  fleets.  The  English  ships,  thanks  to  ill 
fiuth  and  superiur  itren<;tb,  were  able  to  beat  the  Spanish  vesseb  singly,  one  1>y  OM : 
bwt  it  may  Iw  conceive*],  judging  from  the  defence  made  by  the  latter,  that,  had  they 
acted  in  unison,  the  battle  might  have  ended  more  advantageously  im  them. 

"  Immediately  after  the  action,  a  captain  of  the  English  fleet,  on  behalf  of  Admira) 
Byng,  arrived  to  make  a  oom|>limetitary  excuse  to  the  MarqneH  dc  Lc«ie,  and  to  assure 
him  that  the  Spaniards  had  been  the  aggressors,  and  that  the  battle  ought  not  to  be 
considered  to  constitute  a  rupture,  eiwinfr  that  the  English  did  not  take  it  as  domj;  ao. 
I^.it  it  w.i"  replied  that  S|i;iin,  on  the  i  > intniix,  must  hold  it  to  c-nii-tltutc  ;i  formal 
rupture  ;  and  that  the  Spaniards  would  do  the  Eugliiib  all  possible  damage  and  ill,  by 
orderiDg  the  eommencemeot  of  reprisals.  lit  parmtance  of  tht^  several  Spanish 
veMelt,  end  Don  Quevan'a  divinon,  have  already  aeiied  certain  Enj^uh  ahipt.*" 

"^It  is  difficult,"  comments  Habaa,  *'to  underatand  the  impottance  attached  by  some 

writers  to  Byt'i'^'^  ;irtii in  nt  this  tiitif  in  ntTnr  kiii^  without  regard  to  the  line-of-hnttlc. 
He  had  before  him  a  diMirderly  force,  much  inferior  both  in  oumbeni  and  diwipUne. 
His  merit  eeems  to  lie  rather  in  the  resdinese  to  assume  a  respotnibilily  from  which  a 
ini>re  wniiHilous  man  Tsiicht  li  ivc  >lirinik  :  Imt  iit  'liis,  nrtri  fhroughoiit  the  ciim]>aign, 
he  rendered  good  service  to  Kngiaiui,  wii<i«e  sea  jx)wer  y<w  agatu  strtsugtheued  by  the 
deatnictioo  not  of  as  actual  but  a  possible  rival ;  and  bis  services  were  rewarded  by  a 
peerage."* 

It  will  be  well  to  conclude  the  hisloxy  of  the  major  opetationB  of 

the  Spanish  War  ere  turning  to  the  work  done  in  the  meantime  by 
British  fleets  in  the  Baltic,  where  a  state  of  unrest  continued  for 

several  yt'ars. 

Sir  George  ]^yii[,'.  after  having  takrii  lut  asureB  to  enable  the 
jiiip<  rial  Uu<j})s  to  attack  the  Spaniardn  m  Sicily,  and  to  f^radnally 
make  themBclveH  matiters  of  the  island,  proceeded  to  MalUi,  ami 
brought  away  some  Sicilian  galleys,  which,  under  the  HsidieBe  de 
Bivarole,  had  been  Uockaded  there  by  Bear-Admiral  Cammock.  He 
returned  to  Naples  on  Noyembn  2nd.  In  the  interval,  Bear-Admiral 
Guevara,  as  related  in  the  narrative  of  the  Marques  de  B«etti- 
Ijandi,  entered  Cadiz,  and  seized  all  the  BngUsh  ships  there,  while 

*  There  are,  of  course,  diiicr>-|  ui<  ujs  between  the  ^nish  and  the  British  aocounts 
as  here  given ;  hut,  upon  the  \«'hule,  the  two  agree  unusually  wdl. 

*  For  tlu'  tninslation,  I  am  indebted  tu  Dr.  llcury  Lopex. 

*  No;,  ]i(>u(  ver,  until  September  9th,  1721,  when  lie  was  made  Baraa  Byng  of 
Routhili,  and  Viscount  Torrington. 
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British  merchants  and  their  effects  were  laid  hands  upon  in  Malaga 
and  other  porta  of  Spain.  Reprisals  followed  immediately,  yet  war 
was  not  fonually  declared  until  December  17th,  1718. 

Spain,  thouf^h  weak,  was  exasperated  and  obdurate,  and  was 
even  more  unwillinj^  than  at  first  to  accept  the  terms  dictated  to  her 
by  the  Quadruple  Alliance.  She  therefore  collected  a  considerable 
anuament  at  C.'adiz  and  ('orunna,  and  boldly  projected  an  invasion  of 
the  west  of  England  by  troops  to  be  led  by  James  Butler,  the 
attainted  Duke  of  Ormonde.  A  fleet,  under  Admiral  of  the  Fleet 
James,  Earl  of  Berkeley,'  and  Admiral  Sir  John  Norris,  was  fitted 
out,  and  cruised  in  the  Channel  in  April ;  and  troops  were  con- 
centrated, especially  in  the  west  country  and  in  Ireland  ;  but,  long 


MKKAI.  roMMKMOKATIVK  OK  BYXCt's  VKTOUV  WKK  C.M'E  I'AHSAUO. 
{from  an  iiriiiintil  kiHtll;i  lent  hii  H.S.H.  Caiitalit  Ptinrt  Louh  <tf  Btitlenbrry,  J{.S.) 

ere  these  preparations  had  Ixien  completed,  the  Spanish  expedition 
had  been  dispersed  by  a  violent  and  long-continued  storm,  and  the 
scheme  had  been  rendered  abortive.  Three  frigates  and  five  trans- 
ports, however,  conveying,  among  others,  the  Earls  of  Marischal  and 
Seaforth,  and  the  Marquis  of  Tullibardine,  persisted  in  their  design, 
and,  pushing  on  to  the  coast  of  Koss-shire,  there  landed  about  four 
hundred  men.  These  were  joined  by  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred 
Jacobite  Scots ;  but  they  had  no  success.  Their  dep6t  at  Donan 
Castle  was  taken  and  destroyed  by  the  IVorcesler,  Enterprise,  and 
F la mbu rough,  and  they  themselves  were  8<x)n  afterwards  defeated 

'  So  apiMtinteil  on  Marcli  2lht^  1715).  lie  waH  then  alw)  Vice-Atliniral  of  (Jruat 
Britain  ami  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  he  boiftcd  liis  flag  ^^-ith  no  fewer  than 
throe  captains  under  him,  viz.,  Vice- Admiral  James  Littleton  (1st) ;  Cajitain  Kranci* 
Hosier  (2nd,  or  Captain  of  the  Fleet) ;  and  the  captain  of  the  flag4hi|'. 
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at  Glenshiel,  whereupon  the  Spanieh  auxiliaries  aarrendered  at 

discretion. 

Sir  Georpe  Byng  sailed  from  Port  Mahoii  for  Naples  early 
in  the  s](iin|,'  oj  171i),  and,  tht'iicefiirwiird,  co-operated  witli  tlie 
ImpermliHU  nx  tiie  complete  reduction  of  Sicily.  In  August,  when 
that  rednction  was  nearly  aooompliahed,  a  dispute  arose  between  the 
Admiial  and  the  allies  as  to  the  dispoeal  of  the  Spanish  ships  that 
still  lay  in  the  ports  of  the  island.  As  a  settlement  of  the  question, 
60  far  aB  it  concerned  the  ships  at  Messina,  Sir  George  proposed  to 
General  Count  de  Merci,  the  Imperialist  commander,  that  a  battery 
should  be  erected,  and  that  llie  vessels  should  be  destroyed  at  their 
iincliors.  De  Merci  pleaded  lack  of  ordei-s  ;  but  Byn*;,  insistiiip  that 
no  commander  needed  specific  instructions  to  destroy  tlie  property 
of  an  enemy,  gained  his  point,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the 
Savoyards ;  and  most  of  the  ships  were  duly  bombarded  and  burnt 
or  sunk.  The  citadel  of  Messina,  and  the  remaining  vessels,  were 
handed  over  to  the  Imperialists  1^  capitulation  on  OctobwTth,  1719. 
The  Spanish  tnx^  in  the  island  were  not  permitted  to  evacuate  it, 
and  were  kept,  by  the  fleet  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the  Lnpeiialisti^ 
on  the  other,  in  much  discomfort;  and  this  fact,  combined  witli 
the  persuasive  force  of  an  expedition  which  was  fitted  out  nffainst 
Vigo  under  Vice-Admiral  Mighellsand  Viscount  Cobham,  and  which 
will  be  described  in  the  next  chapter,  at  length  induced  tlie  King  of 
Spain  to  agree  with  the  Quadruple  Alliance.  A  cessation  of  anus 
resulted  in  Fehmaxy,  1720;  and,  soon  aft^rwaids,  both  Sicily  and 
Sardinia  were  evacuated  under  the  terms  of  a  conv^tion,  the  former 
going  to  the  Empire,  and  the  latter  to  Savoy Thus  the  objects  for 
which  Great  Britain  had  entered  into  the  war  were  attained.  The 
wisdom  of  British  interference  is  a  matter  which  it  is  unnecessary 
here  to  discuss. 

The  ditliculties  willi  Swi'den,  suspended  for  the  ludnuMil  in  1717, 
again  became  acute  in  171b,  and  led  to  the  dispatch  of  Adnnuil  Sir 
John  Norris  once  more  to  the  Baltic.  He  sailed  from  the  mo^iih  oi 
the  Thames  on  April  28th,  and  from  Solefaay  on  May  Ist,  with  a 
squadron  composed  of  ten  sail  of  the  line,'  a  bomb  ketch,  and  a 

^  AathoritiM  for  t1i«  War  of  the  Qokdruple  Alliance :  *  AccooDt  of  tbe  Rxped.  of 

the  Brit.  Fleet  to  (Sicily';  ♦Aniials  uf  K.  Oirri^o  IV.';  'Historical  I!<:i;i-toi  H'orjw 
Uiiiv.  Diploioatuiue,'  viii.  pi.  1.  i  Cliandlor'ti  *  Dubate«,'  v.  and  vi.;  '  Merc,  liiiit.  et  l^oi.' 
xliv.  and  xlv.;  *lCfo.  poor  aerrlr  k  FHist  do  TEap^iie,*  iii.;  Lettara  of  Earl 

StBnhoiie,  Allien iiii,  Bcretti-Londi,  etc.;  London  (Jmtlte, 

*  Cumberfand,  BO,  (Hag),  Captain  VVUliaui  Jtaulkuor;  Buckingfmm,  70,  Captain 
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firesMp,  iritti  Bear-Admiral  James  Micella  as  second  in  command, 
and  with  a  number  of  merchantmen  in  convoy.  Upon  his  nirival  off 
C(qD«3hagen,  he  was  joined  by  a  Danish  aqnadiott,  with  which  be 

cnnVed  to  the  northward  ;  but  as  the  Swedes,  upon  his  approach, 
shut  thtniiSfUcs  n\)  iti  their  ports,  no  naval  action  remilted.  Sweden 
was,  however,  l)y  no  nu';i.iis  iiitiinidated  by  tlie  jiL-tion  of  the  AIHes. 
She  made  peace  with  the  Tsar;  and,  havnig  thuti  freed  herself  from 
anxiety  in  one  direction,  turned  with  renewed  energy  to  prosecute 
the  land  war  with  Denmark,  whose  territorieB  she  invaded  with 
two  considerable  armies.  In  this  campaign,  although  it  was  upon 
the  whole  saccessful,  Sw^Len  suffered  the  loss  of  her  brave  but 
quixotic  king.  Charles  XII.  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball  at 
the  f?ie<jp  nf  Frederikshald  on  December  11th.  1718.  Sir  John 
NorriB,  with  the  fleet,  had  returned  to  England  in  the  mouth  of 
October. 

After  the  death  oi  Charles  XII.  and  the  acce.ssiou  of  C^ueen 
Ulrica  Eleanora^  the  policy  of  Swedoi  changed.  She  entered  npon 
very  friendly  relations  with  Great  Britain,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  attacked  by  her  late  ally  and  Great  Britain's  <M  friend,  Peter 

the  Great.  The  Kussians  ravaged  the  Swedish  coasts  until,  a  fresh 
British  fleet  having  been  entrusted  to  the  command  of  Sir  John 

Norris'in  June,  and  having  joint  d  the  Swedish  fleet  in  September, 
1719,  the  enemy  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  harbour  of  Ueval, 
A  little  hiter,  the  old  quarrel  l>etween  Sweden  and  Dennjaik  was 
settled  by  British  mediation :  •  but  when  Norris,  in  order  to  avoid 

being  frozen  up  there,  left  the  Baltic  in  November,  Sweden  and 
Bosiaa  remained  unreconciled,  in  sj^te  of  the  efforts  which  had  heen 
made  by  Jjtai  Carteret— afterwards  Earl  Granville— the  British, 

minister  at  Stockholm,  to  pacify  them. 

In  1720  KuHsia's  attitude  continued  as  before,  and  Sir  John 
Norn's  went  back  to  the  Baltic  to  jirotect  Sweden  duriii'^'  tl-e  open 
weather.  He  sailed  on  Ajiril  IGth ;  was  joined  in  May  by  a  Swedish 
squadron  under  Admiral  Baron  Wachtmeister ;  and,  after  cruismg  ofif 

Tihlor  Trevor;  I/ampfon  Court,  70,  ('aptaiu  Robert  Coleman;  I'l-inre  Frtderick,  70, 
Captain  Covill  Mayue ;  Sali^ry,  50,  Captain  John  Cwkbunie  (1);  Drjiiutct,  60, 
Captaiu  Joseph  iSoanea;  H7>MrAM(er,  50,  CAptaiu  James  Campbell  (1);  Qwrtuey,  uO, 
OsptsiD  Charles  Hardy  (1);  and  HVNciMr,  60^  Ukptain  FfaaCt»  PiM^.  TImn  W<l« 
•TMrwsrds  joined  by  a  few  other  vesMls. 

Wbotw  i-ouiturt,  Friedrich  of  HeSMIl-CMsel,  wan  )ireticnUy  eho«en  king,  to  tliv 
gnat  annuyauce  of  Ituuia. 

'  HMMigh  tbe  (onnal  tmty  «f  peaoe  wu  not  ligncd  until  the  «iiintn«r  of  1720. 
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Bevftl,  retained  to  England  in  November.^  In  17i£l,  Sir  John  was 
employed  in  the  same  way,  his  mission  b^ng,  however,  not  only  to 

protect  Sweden,  but  also  to  lend  moral  support  to  the  mediatory 
eflforts  of  the  British  minister  at  Stockliohii.  He  sailed  from  the 
Xore  on  April  18th  with  a  fleet  of  twenty-one  ships  of  the  lino,  two 
fireships,  three  bombs,  and  two  tenders,  and  with  lit'iu-Ailininil 
Francis  Hosier  (\V.),  and  Itear-Adiiiiral  Edward  Hopsouu  ^15.),  m 
comiuand  under  him.  His  appearance  m  tiie  lialtic  undoubtedly 
favomwd  the  conclusion  of  peace  between  the  belligerents :  and  on 
September  10th  hostilities  between  Sweden  and  Russia  were 
formally  terminated  by  the  Treaty  of  Nystadt.  Sir  John  dropped 
anchor  at  the  Nore  on  Ootobw  20tti.  Daring  these  various  ex* 
peditions  to  the  north  he  seldotn  had  ocrasion  to  fire  a  gun  in  anger, 
and  his  proceedings  were  throughout  of  an  uneventful  and  un- 
exciting character:  yrt,  thanks  tf>  his  tnct.  patipuce,  and  diplomatic 
ability,  and  to  tlv  ivcoi^'tiis.  d  sirengtk  and  erticiency  of  the  forces 
under  him,  he  was  able  to  exercise  a  very  weighty  influence  upou 
the  councils  of  the  uurtheru  powers,  and  to  peaceably  bring  about 
results  which  a  less  capable  ofiicer  might  have  failed  to  secure  even 
by  fighting  for  them. 

From  1721  onwards,  for  four  or  five  years,  the  Navy  had  no 
gre^it  tasks  assigned  to  it;  but  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  concluded  on 
April  20th,  17'Jo,  between  Spain  and  A  nutria,  introduced  new 
sourrps  of  trotiMi-  to  Europe.  By  a  secret  article  of  that  treaty, 
inarn;ii,'(  s  Ix  twct  ii  the  houses  of  Spain  and  Austria  were  arranged, 
and  both  cuunlnes  pledged  themselves  to  assist  llie  restoration  of 
the  Stuarts,  aud  to  compel,  if  necessary  by  force,  the  retrocession  of 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  to  Spain.  To  oppose  these  schemefi,  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Prussia  entered,  on  September  3rd,  1725,  into 
the  Treaty  of  Hannover;  whereupon,  Spain  began  to  intrigue  with 
Bussia ;  and,  as  the  Em^ss  Catherine,  the  successor  of  Peter  the 
Great,  was  by  no  means  amicably  disposed  towards  Great  Britain 
and  her  allies,  it  htn^aiiie  advisable,  in  17'2fi,  not  only  to  send  a  fleet 
to  the  coast  of  Spain,  Init  also  to  dispatch  once  more  a  strong'  force 
to  the  }3altic.  In  addition  to  these  fleettj  a  squadron  was  got  ready 
for  the  West  Indies. 

The  fleet  destined  to  dieck  the  immediate  designs  of  Spain  was 
entrusted  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Jennings  (W.),  who  was  afterwards 

'  In  a  Mturiu  io  the  KurtU  Sea,  the  MoiuJc,  50,  Cuplaiu  tixe  Hun.  George  Clintuii, 
WM  driT«n  Mhora  near  Qdatoo  on  Not.  S4th,  md  lost ;  but  all  har  people  wen  aaToil. 
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joined  by  Bear-AdmiraJ  Edwnrd  Hopeonn  (B.).  Sir  John,  with 
nine  ships  of  the  line,  sailed  tsvm  St.  Helen's  on  Jnly  2(Hb.  The 
ftppeaxanoe  of  the  Britiflh  so  much  diaqnieted  the  Spaniards  that,  for 
the  moment,  they  abandoned  their  hostile  projects:  and  in  October, 

Jennings  was  able  to  return  to  England,  leaving  Hopsonn,  with  a 
reduced  squadron,  as  cominander-in-chiof  in  the  MediteiTanean. 

The  Baltic  fleet,  under  Vicp-A<]inirnl  Sir  fharU'w  Wager  (K.)  and 
Bear-Admiral  Sir  George  \\  alton  (B.),  consist^id  oi  twenty  Hhips  of 
the  line,  a  (wenl^r-giui  ship,  two  fireships,  and  a  hospital  shqp.^  It 
qnitted  the  Nore  on  April  17th,  and,  proceeding  to  Copenhagen  and 
Stockholm,  obtained  the  co-operation  of  Denmark  and  the  frim^y 
support  of  Sweden.  A  Danish  squadron,  under  Bear- Admiral  Bille, 
joined  Sir  Charles  in  May,  and,  with  hiiu,  proceeded  to  the  Gulf  of 
P'itiliiiKl.  The  Kussians  had,  in  and  about  Cronstadt,  a  considerable 
force  uiKltT  the  Genend-Admiral  Apraxine,  Vicc-Admiral  Thomas 
Gordon,'  and  a  rear-admiral  said  to  have  in  eii  an  Englishman  :  '•' 
but,  although  they  were  much  inclmed  tu  mm*i  forth  and  defy  the 
allies,  Gordon  succeeded  in  diasnading  than  from  this  snicidal 
conne;  and  eventually  the  ships  were  laid  np.  Wager  diq^layed 
thronghont  great  tact  and  diplomatic  ability.  In  the  autnmn  he, 
like  Jennings,  returned  to  England,  anchoring  off  the  Ounfleet  on 
November  1st. 

Vice-Admiral  Francis  Hosier  ^(B.)  was  given  comnmnd  of  the 
squadron  for  thr  W(>st  Indies.  He  sailfd  from  Plyniouth  on 
April  9tl!  witli  sfv*n  nun-of-war.  and,  after  a  tedious  passage, 
arrived  otf  the  Bastimentos,  near  Puerto  Bello,  on  Juue  6th.  He 
was  thai  <»  therwf  ter  yAobA  by  several  vessels  which  were  already 
on  the  station,  and  by  others  from  home.  These  brought  up  his 
tots!  force  to  a  strength  of  sixteen  shiq^.^ 

'  Thnmftfl  Gordon,  a  cntitaio  of  1705^  Mverad  his  connection  vrith  the  British  N*vy 

a;  'Itutli  of  Queen  Anne,  and  t'nicre^l  that  of  l<iiH!<ia,  in  wliicli  lie  w  i^  n\  onte  ^wm 
liag-rauk.  Other  JacubiM  naval  officera,  notably  the  gallant  Keunetb,  Ix>rd  Duifua, 
took  the  aame  aervice  at  about  the  >anie  time. 

*  SuDie  autlifa'itieK  K|>ec-iry  him  an  RMt'Atlminil  Sauitdens  an  ex-lbater  atifl 
Commander  iu  the  Briii»b  Navy. 

*  IVancie  Hoaler.  Commander,  1694.  Captain,  I69fi.  TKeUnguiabed  himaetf  ac 
captain  of  the  AUixlntry,  1707-171^.  lU-ar-Aihijirnl,  172n.  Si-i mi'l  in  i  niniiiiitul  in 
the  Baltic.  Vice-Aduiiral,  IT^iS.  Died  Cuiuuiaii<tcr-iu-Cbief  in  the  West  IntHtif, 
AitRuet  28rd,  1727. 

*  17:,,  thrfo  tliifil-ratc"',  the  Bt}~wick;  and  Jjewr  :  eipht  fourth-ratei«,  the 
Jlipotf,  LeojMrd,  Hiiprrbi;  Sotliug/iam,  Dunkirk,  Dragon^  Tiijrr,  and  ForVand ;  one 
liftb-nte^  th*  JHmmdi  ami  three  sixtb-raieK,  the  Oivylomml,  WituMtM^  ami 
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The  appearance  of  the  British  fleet  in  the  West  Indies  gave  great 
unensijicsB  to  the  Spuniards ;  and,  as  soon  as  it  reported,  the 
treasure-ships,  which  wprn  then  ready  to  nmke  tlieir  voyage  to 
Europe,  were  unloaded,  and  their  cargo  ot  pieces  of  eight  and  other 
valuables  was  placed  on  shore  in  security,  part  at  Havana  and  part 
elMwbere.  The  m«i-of-war  which  were  to  have  convoyed  the 
treasare-Bhipa  were,  moreover,  laid  ap  at  Puerto  Bello ;  and  it  was 
determined  that,  so  long  as  a  powerful  British  lince  remained  in  the 
neighbourhood,  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  dispatch  the  annual 
flota  to  Spain;  altboogb,  of  course,  the  non-arrival  of  the  oauai 
supplies  would  inevitably  put  the  mother  country  to  inamense 
inconvenitiur. 

The  ^'(Acnior  of  Puerto  Bello  sent  a  civil  message  to  the  Vice- 
Ajhiural  desiring  to  know  the  reason  for  the  unexpected  visit.  The 
real  reason  was  that  the  galleons  might  be  watched :  but  as  there 
lay  in  Fuwto  B^o  at  the  time  a  South  Sea  Company's  ship,  the 
t  ^  Royal  George,  and  as  this  vessel  would  probaUy  have  been  detained 
if  Hosier  had  at  once  proclaimed  the  imture  of  his  mission,  the  reply 
\  returned  was  to  the  effect  that  the  fleet  had  come  to  convoy  the 
Royal  George.  The  governor  thereupon  took  measures  to  facilitate 
the  early  dcpjirtinc  of  th:it  ship;  and,  when  she  had  joined  the  fleet, 
he  politely  n'tpiested  the  Vice-Adiiiinil,  sreinj^  tliat  the  onton^^ible 
reason  for  the  presence  of  the  force  hud  ceased  to  exist,  to  withdraw 
from  off  the  port.  But  Hosier  then  answered  that,  peuding  the 
receipt  of  farther  orders,  he  purposed  to  rraoain  where  he  was ;  and, 
that  his  intentions  might  no  longer  be  in  doubt,  he  stationed  a  ship 
of  the  line  within  gcm-sbot  of  the  castle,  and  suffered  no  vessel  to 
enter  or  leave  the  port  without  heing  strictly  examined.  He 
maintained  this  blockade  for  six  mouths,  his  ships  in  the  mean- 
while hproming  daily  more  and  more  distressed  by  the  ravages  of 
e|)i(iemic  and  other  diseases;  and  when,  on  J)eceniljer  i4th,  1726,  he 
proceeded  to  Jaiuaica,  his  command  \\;is  so  completely  enfeebled 
that  he  had  the  greatest  difficulty  iu  navigating  it  into  harbour. 

The  YicC'Admiial  refreshed  his  people  and,  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  made  up  his  weakened  complements  to  their  full  strength ; 
and  in  February,  1727|  he  stood  over  to  Cartagena,  where  some 
galleons  then  lay.  Until  August  he  cruised  upon  his  station ;  but 
his  instructions  were  of  a  nature  which  prevented  him  from  being 
of  nuicli  use  to  his  country.  They  authorised  him  to  make  reprisals 
subject  to  certain  restrictions,  but  not  to  make  war  \  and  although 
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the  SpaiiiardB,  after  a  time,  began  to  seize  the  property  of  JSritish 
merchants  and  to  detain  and  condemn  Biitibh  vessels,  Hosier  was 
obliged  to  eomtent  liimeelf  with  demanding  a  reatitiitioii  which  the 
Bpaoiarda  rafaeed,  and  which  he  was  unable  to  compeL  During 
that  pmod  disease  was  even  more  rife  throughont  the  fieet  than  it 
had  been  in  the  previous  year;  and,  after  thousands  of  officws  and 
men  had  peiished  miserably,  the  misfortunes  of  the  expedition 
culminated  on  August  23r(l.  when  Hosier  himself  died.' 

His  death  has  been  attributed  to  anxiety  and  chagrin,  bnt  it 
was,  ill  fact,  canspd  by  fever.  Nor  is  it  astonisiiuig  that  the  tlcci 
was  then  little  better  than  a  floating  charnel-house.  The  most 
elementary  prescriptions  of  sanitary  science  seem  to  have  been 
neglected,  and  there  is  perhaps  no  better  illustration  of  the  extras 
ordinary  indifTerence  to  the  simplest  laws  of  health  than  the  fact 
that  in  that  hot  and  pestilent  climate  the  Vice^Admiral's  body  was 
given  a  temporary  bnrial'place  in  the  ballast  of  his  flagship,  the 
Breda,  where  it  remained,  a  necessaiy  source  of  danger  to  all  on 
board,  until  it  was  despatched  to  F,iif:;land,  late  in  the  yenr,  on  lioard 
H.M.  snow  Happy,  Commaiuki  Preni  v  Fowkes.  Hosier's  dfath  left 
Captain  Edward  St.  Loe,'^  of  tlie  Snju  rbr,  tiO,  as  senior  olticer  on  the 
staticm. 

St.  Loe  puisned  the  same  policy  as  Hosier  had  followed,  and  pre- 
vented the  sailing  of  the  galleons,  until  he  was  superseded  by  Vice- 
Admiral  Edward  Hopeonn,  who  turrived  at  Jamaica  on  Januar>'  29th, 

1728.  Hopsonn  died  of  fever  on  board  his  flagship  the  Leopard,  50, 
on  May  8th,  leaving  St.  Loe  once  more  senior  officer.  But  l)y  that 
time  the  difficulties  with  Spain  were  i?i  a  fair  way  of  atljii'^tment. 
It  was  still,  however,  necessary  to  iieep  a  large  force  ni  the  West 
Indies ;  and  ere  it  was  materially  reduced,  St.  Loe  also  fell  a 
sacrifice  to  the  climate  and  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  ships. 
He  died  on  April  22nd,  1729.' 

It  is  doubtful  whether  any  other  British  fleet  has  ever  suffered 
from  disease  so  severely  as  that  of 'Hosier  sufiiraed  in  1726-27.  Its 
horrible  experiences  made  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  upon  the 
nation/  and  it  may  be  hoped  that  they  have  had  the  effect  of 

'  H  '-'ier  iKid  Imi'ii  itrDiiiotid  an  August  lllli  to  be  Vice- Admiral  of  the  White.  At 
Um  timo  of  bis  death,  a  coiumUniuu  empovwriiig  the  Owveroor  of  Jamaica  to  knijjht 
iriiii  is  MHid  to  imtm  bam  on  its  way  out  Chamnck,  in.  139. 

*  St,  Loe  fiuw  a  liroinl  |i<'nii;uit. 

*  Having  beeu  promoted  on  March  4th,         to  be  Hear- Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

*  Sett  tot  exunplfl^  Glover'a  popuUr  ballad, '  Adiuinl  Hoaier'a  Ohoat.* 
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impressing  upon  all  later  Bntit»h  tuimirals  the  Buprenit  iiiij^K>rUuice 
of  taking  Hystematic  and  rigorous  measures  for  preserving  the  health 
of  their  men.  During  the  two  years  immediately  following  Homer's 
first  arrival  off  the  Bastimentoe^  the  fleet,  the  nominal  complement 
/Of  which  never,  roughly  speaking*  exceeded  4750  persons/  lost,  in 
uildition  to  two  flag  officers  and  seven  or  eight  captains,  abont  fifty 
lieutenants,  and  four  thousand  subordinate  officers  and  men,  by 
various  forms  of  sickness. 

The  attitude  of  Great  Bntam  witli  iiT^anl  to  tlif  •jallpons  pro- 
voked Spain  to  make  great  prepanitions  for  a  siv^c  of  Gibraltar; 
and  as  that  fortress  was  neither  thoroughly  armed  nor  properly 
held,  corresponding  measures  had  to  be  tak^  for  its  protection. 
A  squadron  of  six  men-of-war  and  two  sloops*  was  fitted  out  at 
Portsmouth  towards  the  end  of  1726;  seventeen  companies  of 
troops  and  large  ({uantities  of  provisions  and  amiuunition  were 
embarked ;  and  on  December  '24th  Vice-Aduiiml  Sir  Charles 
Wager  (K.)  hoisted  his  fln<,'  in  the  Kruf,  70,  and  took  comruand. 
He  sailed  on  January  IDth,  1727,  and  on  February  *2nd,  having 
pickefl  np  the  Stirliitij  Canth'.  70.  on  his  way  out,  arrived  in 
Gibraltar  Bay,  where  he  found  Kear-Admu'ai  Kdward  llopsonu  (K.), 
who  had  remained  upcm  the  staticm  during  the  winter.'  As  the 
Spaniards,  fifteen  thousand  strong,  were  seen  to  he  working  hard, 
troops,  guns,  and  stores  were  landed ;  but  no  actual  hostilities  took 
place  until  after  February  10th,  when  the  enemy  began  a  new 
battery  within  half  gunshot  of  some  of  the  defences  of  the  place. 
Colonel  Jasper  Clayton,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  made  a  spirited 
remonstrance;  but  thf  Condi' dc  las  Torres,  the  Spanish  commander- 
in-chief,  returned  an  uiLsiiUhlactory  and  truculent  answer;  where- 
upon tire  was  opened  from  the  Mole  Head,  and  from  I'nnce's 

'  l>uriiig  much  of  the  time  the  tottl  complement  wu  not  more  than  8;]0'.)  uflievra 
■nd  men.  If  there  bed  not  been  at  Jaraaicn  ])letify  of  men  whose  8hi}M  hapiietied 
to  l)e  laid  uji  there  owing  to  the  diflicuhy  with  Spain,  the  deficiencies  coiiM  not 
hare  beeo  made  good,  and  the  fleet  niuet  literally  have  become  an  array  of  immobile 
and  impotent  hnlka. 

*  Kent,  70,  Ltnox,  70,  Berwick,  70,  Itotfal  Oak,  70,  Portland,  50,  Tigtr,  50, 
iiawkf  6,  and  Cmuer,  Q.  The  lorboj/f  SO,  and  I'ovit,  fireahip,  B,  followed  on 
March  9th.  * 

*  Hopsoiin  had  with  hin»  the  Bur/ord,  70,  York,  (iO,  Winchestt-r,  50,  Colrhi-nter,  ,">0, 
8waihw,  &),  Durtieg  (JalUj/,  'M,  and  Thundtrr,  bomb,  4.  A  few  days  later  the 
S<J«hay,  bomb,  0,  which  had  been  enuKinc;,  jr>ined.  The  Surwiek  and  Lmum  were 
iletached  to  th>'  \Vi"-l  lii'li<'>  en  Fflirmuy  l.'liii,  llic  I'urf'nTir/  ,itul  T!<i>r  cti 
April  21»t.  Uu  the  other  imnd,  bcveral  frebli  vesaelit  arrived  from  Euglaud  aiid 
oUttvben  at  variona  times. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1727.] 


8JE0B  OF  GIBBALTAB. 


47 


and  Willis's  batteries;  iLiid  Sir  Charles  Wager,  on  the  evening,'  of 
the  11th,  sent  the  Tiger.  50,  Ditrsley  Galley,  20,  and  Sulrlxn/. 
bomb,  0,  to  throw  a  iiaiiking  tire  upon  the  Spanish  liues  from 
the  eastward. 

Fiom  that  day  the  Spaniaixls  prosecuted  the  siege  in  eameet; 
bnt  as  ihey  had  nothing  larger  than  boats  and  smaU  settees  afloat 
in  the  Bay,  they  aocomplished  very  little.  Bir  Charles,  while 
always  leaving  a  few  vessels  enfilade  the  Spanish  attack,  fre- 
quently cruised  in  the  Strait  and  off  Cadiz  ;  and  on  those  ocea»ion8 
his  vessels  made  prizes  of  several  merchantmen.  On  Marcli  11th, 
moreover,  the  h'oi/al  Oak,  70.  heing  d(5tached,  took  the  jjrw  Sjiiinisli 
man-of-war,  A/<tai//<i  Stftura  del  Homrto,  4t),  which  was  on  her  way 
from  Santander  to  Cadiz ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  small  craft 
employed  by  the  enemy  within  the  Bay  were  from  time  to  time 
nearly  all  seized.  So  matters  went  on,  until,  on  June  16th,  Sir 
Charles  Wager,  having  heard  that  the  preliminaries  of  peace  had 
been  agreed  to,  ordered  a  cessation  of  hostilities.^ 

'*  B»it,"  cays  Suiollett,  '•  wheu  tho  ficge  wiw  ob  the  jKiint  <>f  Iwiii^  entirely  niis«d, 
.■till)  the  |>reliniiiiai'ieB  ratiticd  in  fiirti),  S|iaiii  started  new  liilticulties  and  ur^ed  new 
jireteuhions.  Tiie  Spaniards  insisted  that  a  tcnijxirary  8Uiii>eiiM>tn  of  arms  did  tiul 
imply  ftn  actual  raising  uf  the  sie^u  uf  Gibraltar.  .  .  .  U|m>ii  thi«>,  hostilities  Ijegttn 
tietweea  the  Bhi|)S  of  tbe  two  nations;  and  Sir  Charles  Wager  cuutiuned  to  cruise  on 
the  coasts  of  Spain,  after  the  cesnaiioo  of  amis  at  Gibraltar.  .  .  .  However,  aft«r  many 
cavil!*  and  delays,  the  |iruliiniiiary  articles  were  at  l:ust  Migned  ut  Madrid  on  February 
24th,*  above  eiglit  months  after  the  death  of  King  George  the  Finit,  by  the  iniaistera 
of  tbe  Eui]wror,  England,  Simiu,  France,  ai^  the  States;  which  opened  the  way  to 
the  CodgresB."* 

Sir  Charles  Wager,  with  part  of  his  fltet,  reached  Spitbead  on 
April  9th,  on  his  return  from  tbe  Mediterranean.  Daring  his 
absence  there.  Admiral  Sir  John  Korris  (B.),  Bear^Admiral  Salmon 

Uliorrice  (W.).  and  liear- Admiral  llobert  Hughes  (1)  (B.),  with  twelve 
ships  of  the  line  and  Keveral  smaller  ones,  made  another  demonstra- 
tion in  the  Baltic,  in  order  to  induce  the  Kmpress  nf  Tiusma  to 
refrain  from  attacking  Sweden.  The  tlett  nachrd  C'opeiiliii^^en 
on  May  r2th,  1727,  and  iUi  appuaiauce  in  nurtlierii  waterio  cri  uted 
HO  powerful  an  impresHion  that  Bussia,  in  »pite  of  the  fact  that 
she  had  already  threatened  Sweden  in  definite  terms,  laid  up  her 
ships  and  abandoned  her  designs.  Sir  John  returned  without  having 
had  occasbn  to  fixe  a  shot 

*  Sir  Charles  utilised  tlM  Msure  wliiih  this  cessatkii  gar*  him  by  proceeding  to 
Tangier,  and  rAMwing  the  peace  with  Marucca 

*  172tiw  *  Begun  at  .Svissuus  on  June  Iht,  172ti. 
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Thp  death  of  Georj^e  T.,  which  had  (Rx-urred  at  Osnabtilck  on 
June  lliii,  1 727,  mode  uo  difference  t«  the  foreign  poHcy  of  Great 
Britiiii.  George  II.,  in  hii  fint  meiaage  to  BBr]iameiit»  white 
expraasing  a  hope  that  peace  would  be  ze-estaUiahed  as  a  reealt 
of  the  dfdiberatioiM  then  in  pvogrees,  pointed  ont  that  it  was  atill 
necessary  to  contiiiue  the  preparatioDS  for  war.  Eleven  ships  had 
already  been  commissioiied  in  January;  and,  as  the  sincerity  of 
Spain  remained  in  some  doubt,  fifteen  more  were  coininissioncd  in 
Jntie,  1728.  When  Parhameiit  if-asseinbled  in  Januarv.  172'.),  the 
(.'ongress  at  SoinsotiH  had  faikil  to  device  terms  of  j)fa(  (^  that  were 
satisfactory  to  ail  the  numeroun  parties  conoerued,  and  tiie  Spaniards 
in  the  West  Indiea  were  more  tnxiUeaome  than  ever  to  British 
trade.  But  the  manifest  determination  of  the  King  to  stand  by 
his  allies ;  his  plainly-expcessed  intention  to  presonre  his  undoubted 
right  to  Gibraltar  and  the  island  of  Minorca  " ;  ^  his  assuranoe  that 
he  would  secure  satisfaction  for  Spanish  depredations  in  the  West 
Indies ;  and  his  orders,  issued  on  May  25th,  for  the  commissioning 
of  twenty  sail  of  the  Hne  and  five  frigates,'-  were  not  wit!inut 
t'lTrct  :  iIh'  rebuit  Ik  inp  that,  by  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  concluded 
on  November  9th,  1720,  Great  Bfiuiin,  Spain,  and  France,  who 
were  subsequently  joined  by  HoUand,  became  delensively  allied. 
Gibraltar  was  not  mentioned  in  the  treaty;  and  the  fact  that 
it  was  not  mentioned  was  regarded  as  a  tacit  renunciation  of  the 
claim  of  Spun  to  the  Bock;  but»  in  some  other  respects,  the 
s(  rtli  I  t  ilt  was  disadvantageous  to  Great  Britain,''  aud»  upon 
the  whole,  it  was  beneficial  rather  to  Jb'rance  than  to  any  other 
country. 

During,'  tlio  peace  whicli  followt  d,  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Waper,* 
in  17H1,  itssibted  the  Marques  de  Man  in  convoying  a  large  body  of 
Spanish  troops  to  Leghorn,  in  order  to  place  Don  Carlos  de  Bourbon 
in  possession  of  Parma  and  Fiacenza,  to  which,  under  the  terms  of 
the  treaty,  the  Prince  had  become  entitled  by  the  death  of  the 
Duke  of  Paima.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this  friendly  co-<qperation 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spun  in  Europe,  the  relations  between 

'  Answer  of  the  King  tu  ih«  Cuiumuus,  March  25tb,  1729. 

*  TlicAe  were  presently  joined  al  Spiihttd  by  fourteen  Dutch  shijw  iUMl«r  Vice' 
Admiral  vau  SuniuiebHiijck. 

*  Tt  dUl  not,  for  example,  ceeure  mtufecUoD  for  the  Spanish  depredatione  in  tlie 

Wefi  Indieft. 

*  He  bad  his  flag  in  the  Natnur,  liear-Admiral  Hit  John  JJalchen,  Ku  (W,). 
in  the  Ifo^fidk,  HO,  was  eaoond  in  oommand. 
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the  representatives  of  the  two  countries  in  the  New  World  became 
ever  more  and  more  strained.  And  even  in  Europe  \evy  menacinp; 
clouds  arose  when,  in  173;^,  tlie  death  of  Augustus  II.,  Elector  of 
Saxony  and  Kin<;  of  I'oland,  l)r()ught  about  a  hostile  combination 
of  France,  Spain,  and  Sardinia  af,'ain8t  the  Empire.  Great  Britain, 
as  a  necessary  measure  of  precaution,  commissioned  no  fewer  than 


APMIIt.M.  MCIIOLAM  H.KDIMMK. 

iFrom  F'tltrr''!  rnt/mrliiij  nftrr  thr  fMiuting  l»i  T.  (lihmim, 
rrijrrirHliwJ  lliuUlm-k  irlii  n  llnir-.lilmtrnl  ii'  llir  lliil,  IT.Vi.) 


eighty-six*  ships  of  war  early  in  1734,  recalled  British  sailoi-s  from 
the  ser\ice  of  foreij^n  powers,  and  offered  bounties  to  seamen. 

In  17.M.J,  a  dispute  havinjj  broken  out  between  Spain  and  Portupil, 
the  latter  power  solicited  British  aid  against  the  Spaniards  ;  and, 
in  response,  a  larjje  fleet,  under  Admiral  Sir  John  Xorris,  with 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  John  Balchen  (K.),  and  Itear-Admiral  Nicholas 


'  Bringing  up  tlie  total  iiuiuIrt  iii  c«iniiiis!*ioii  to  one  iiundrtil  and  twenty. 
VOL.  III.  K 
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Haddock'  (\\.),  was  dispatched  to  liishnn,  Bailing  honi  Spitbead  on 
^fay  'i7th,  and  reaohin?^  the  Tagus  on  June  9th.  The  denionst ration 
was  made  not  onlv  in  the  general  iutercats  of  peace,  but  also  in 
the  particiilaT  interests  of  the  many  Bri4»Bb  merchants  whom  welfare 
was  more  or  less  dependent  upon  the  safety  of  the  then  homecoming 
Portognese  flota  from  Brazil ;  and  it  was  so  ^caeions  that  an  actnal 
rapture  between  the  two  countries  was  prevented. 

Yi  (  Spain  was  not  to  be  pennanently  intimidated.  After  France, 
going  behind  the  Inirks  of  her  aUies,  had  patched  up,  vastly  to  her 
own  benefit,  her  differences  with  the  Empire  by  the  tr(  iity  of 
December  •28th,  1735,  Great  Britain,  awaking  to  the  fact  that  she 
had  been  neglecting  her  own  peculiar  busiueas  in  order  to  be  ready 
to  intervene  on  behalf  of  powers  that  deserved  no  such  kindness  at 
her  hands,  once  more  turned  her  attention  to  the  outrages  which 
had  lor  years  been  o<Hmnitted  upon  her  commerce  by  the  Spaniards 
in  the  West  Indies.  In  1737  she  sent  Bear-Admiial  Nicholas 
Hsuldock  to  the  Mediterranean  with  a  squadron,  the  appearance  of 
which  was  intended  to  lend  weight  to  the  demands  which  she  then 
felt  it  necessary  to  make.  Spnin  hag<?led  and  temporised.  In  reply 
to  an  address  from  the  Commons,  King  Geor<:e  11.,  on  March  fith, 
17;18,  said  :  "  I  am  fully  scusible  of  tlie  many  and  uuwarrautable 
depredations  committed  by  the  Spaniards,*  and  you  may  be  assured 
I  will  make  use  of  the  most  proper  and  effectual  means  tiiat  are  in 
my  power  to  procure  justice  and  satisfaction  to  my  injured  subjects, 
and  for  the  future  security  of  their  trade  and  navi^tion." 

Still,  however,  Spain  temporised.  A  paper  presented  to  Parlisr 
nient  in  17.'W  showed  that  since  the  Treaty  of  Seville  the  loss 
cituscd  to  British  merchants  by  the  operatifuis  of  the  Spnniiirds 
biwi  bfi-n  u[nvatiis  of  £'140,t>00,  that  fifty-two  iJiitish  vessels  liad 
been  taken  and  plundered  by  them,  and  that  J:iriti8h  seamen  had 
bcuu  very  cruelly  treated.  This  caused  much  excit^nent.  Tbeu 
came  the  examination  by  the  House  of  persons  who  had,  or  were 
alleged  to  have,  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards.  Among 
these  perB(»s  vma  Bichaxd  Jenkins,  sometime  neater  of  the  EebeecQj 
brig,  of  Glasgow.  He  declared  that  his  craft  had  been  boarded  by 
a  gnarda^sosta,  whose  captain  had  wantonly  cut  off  one  of  the 

*  NidtolM  Haddock.  Bom,  11S66.  Cnptain,  1707.  Bear-Adminl,  1734.  Tioo- 
Admiral,  1741.    Aamir.al.  1744.    Died,  174  ti. 

■  Accounto  of  tMm  of  tiiese,  kod  further  notes  about  J«nkiiu»,  will  be  found  in  the 
next  eluiiier. 
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deponent's  ears,  and  handed  it  to  him  with  the  insolent  remark  : 
"Cany  this  home  to  the  King,  your  master,  whom»  if  he  were 
present,  I  would  serve  in  like  fashion.'*  *'  The  truth  of  the  story," 
says  Mr.  Lecky,  **  is  extremdy  donhtfal."  It  has  even  been  said 
that  Jenkins  lost  his  car  at  the  pillory.  Yet  the  indignation  aroused 
by  the  man's  deposition  was  general ;  and  popular  opinion  grew 
uncontrollable  when  it  became  known  thnt,  upon  Imvinff  }>wn 
asked  by  a  niriiilitT  what  werf  his  fwliuj^s  iit  tlic  liioniciit  u{ 
the  outrage,  Jenkiim  had  replied  :  '  I  recommended  my  soul  to 
God,  and  my  cause  to  my  country." 

Spain  at  length  agreed  to  make  some  rqpaxatkm,  and  to  settle 
outstanding  difierences.  The  convention  to  this  effect  was  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament  in  1739,  and,  after  a  moat  stormy  debate, 
approved  of;  yet,  when  the  time  came  for  it  to  be  canied  out, 
fresh  difficulties  cropped  up,  and  Spain,  possibly  because  she  had 
gained  by  nrpntiation  all  the  delay  which  she  deemed  necessary  to 
enable  hti  to  jH-rfect  her  preparations,  silently  dechned  to  play 
her  promised  part.  At  about  the  same  time,  owing  to  the  pre- 
carious state  of  aCEairs,  the  British  consuls  at  Malaga,  Aiicaut, 
and  other  Spanish  ports,  were  compdled  to  advise  Britidi  merchants 
and  vess^  to  depart  thence  with  all  haste. 

Great  Britain  was  to  be  satisfied  only  by  the  adoption  of  strong 
measures;  and  on  July  10th,  IT.'^O,  the  Kint'  issued  a  proclamation 
in  which  he  set  forth  that  the  Spaniards  hud  committed  depredations, 
and  that  they  had  promised  and  failed  to  make  reparation  ;  and  in 
whicli  \w  uuthoi  isf  <1  ^^eneral  reprisals  and  letters  of  marque  against 
the  sliips,  goods,  and  subjects  of  tlie  King  of  Spain.  Half-lu  aited 
endeavours  were  made  at  the  last  monwnt  to  preserve  peace ;  but 
Spain  declared  that  she  r^;aided  the  making  of  repnsala  as  a 
hostile  act;  Franoe  reminded  the  world  that  she  was  bound  to 
look  upon  the  enemies  of  Spain  as  her  own  ibes;  and  Holland 
averred  that,  if  called  upon  to  do  so,  she  could  not  but  observe 
the  spirit  of  her  treat\  of  alliance  with  Great  Britain. 

Tlir  British  Tninist*  i  presently  withdrew  from  Madrid,  and  the 
S]>:inish  iiiiinsier  from  Tjondon  ;  llir  l^riti<h  sqntidrons  nhrnnd  were 
reinforced  numerous  ships  were  coiamibsioned  ;  stringtiut  measures 
were  adopted  to  procure  the  necessary  number  of  seamen  for  the 

'  lufonnation  m  to  tbo  atnto  of  affiurs  ww  also  sent  to  Conunodora  Cbwle*  Brown, 
wbo  WM  traior  «(BMr  at  Januica,  and  who  at  once  bcgau  repriaali.  Flor  an  account  of 
them,  M  Mzt  chapter. 
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fleet;  letters  of  iiiiirque  were  aiinounrrfl  an  July  'Jlst  as  ready  for 
issue  by  tlie  Aihniralty  ;  and  on  OcUjIh  i  -J'trd,  17H1),  war  was 
formally  declared  against  Spain,  which  put  lorvvard  her  own 
declaration  on  November  ^tb. 

The  power  of  Spain  was  then  most  vulnerable  in  the  West 
Indies  and  the  Pacific.  -  An  expedition  under  Captain  George  Anson, 
of  whose  proceeding's  an  account  will  be  found  in  Chapter  XXIX., 
was  prepared  for  the  Pacific,  l)ut  did  not  sail  until  the  autumn  of 
1740.  Dispatclied  jm'niarily  for  warlike  purjjoses,  and  ori;,'iually 
intended  to  eo-o]ierate  with  another  force  under  Captain  James 
C  ornwall,  Anson  s  conunand,  owini,'  to  various  adventitious  circum- 
stiuices,  gained  for  its  leader  an  even  more  brilUaut  reputation  as 
a  navigator  than  as  a  fighting  officer ;  and.  the  history  of  it  falls 
naturally  among  the  chronicles  of  the  great  British  voyages.  But  an 
expedition  to  the  West  Indies,  which  was  entrusted  to  Vice-Admiral 
Edward  Vernon  (1),  (B.),*  was,  from  beginning  to  end,  oitiiely  a 
fighting  venture;  and  as  it  was  not  without  irffcvt  upon  tin  issue 
of  the  war,  it  may  litly  l)e  dc«scrihed  here,  although  it  led  up  to  no 
Heet  actinii.  uiul  althon^'h  it  did  not,  to  any  appreciable  extent, 
directlv  strrii;^'tlien  the  maiitiiae  position  of  (rreat  Britain. 

I'jdward  \  ernon  was  a  blunt,  well-intentione«l,  honest,  and  very 
popular  officer,  whose  chief  service  faults  were  that  he  could  not 
always  control  either  his  tongue  or  his  pen,  and  that  he  was  too 
fond  of  vulgar  applause.  He  had  served  in  the  West  Indies  for 
several  years  after  his  first  appointment  as  a  post-captain,  and 
was  genenilly  btdieved  to  have  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
whole  of  that  station  and  with  the  weak  points  of  the  Spanish 
position  there.  He  had  also  lieen  for  a  long  time  memljer  of 
I'arliameni  for  Ipswich  and  for  I'enryn  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  one 
of  the  debates  upon  the  depredations  of  the  Spaniards,  he  liad  taken 
upon  himself  to  declare  in  strong  terms  that  the  Spanish  possessions 
in  the  West  Indies  might  be  reduced  with  great  ease,  and  that 
Puerto  Bello,'  in  particular,  might  be  taken  by  a  force  of  six 

'  Kilwdn!  X'rrri  'U  'A  is  Uirii  iit  !.  .11'!  iM-i  nine  a  l'i>st-L'aj»tiiin  in  17<h;,  an-l  ;» 
V'k'e-A<liiiiral,  wulioiii  iiavini;  ever  b«-«  n  ;i  lU  ,ir-Ailiuiral,  "ii  .Inly  !»tli,  17.1!.l.  Having 
ca|iturad  Puerto  Beliu,  et^-.,  in  that  uml  tlx;  next  vi-ar,  hu  IinI  an  attack  u]ioo  Cartagena 
in  ITU.  ''I  111'  ati.iiniNi  tin-  rank  »['  A<iniiral,  but,  in  the  I'olkuving  year,  owinp, 
atituii>;  utluT  tilings,  to  his  lV>ndiu"*s  !"'>r  ]>ani|ihh'ii't'rinir,  hf  was  struck  oil'  tlie  list  ol' 
flag-officeit.    8re  note  on  p.  Ill,  in/ni.    lie  dii-J  in  IToT. 

-  Puerto  Bell"  Htaii'ls  "n  th*'  imrtli  siik-  of  the  Isthnnis  of  Parien,  ami  is  alxm 
*e>€Uty  inilv."*  from  I'.iuiinia.    It  ha-^  a  coubiilcrable  hay  and  gix^il  auclioragt*. 
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ships  of  the  line.  He  said,  moreover,  that  he  would  gladly  venture 
his  life  and  reputation  upon  the  success  of  such  an  enterpriKe.  if 
only  he  were  peniiitted  to  attempt  it.  Vernon  was  popular  in  the 
countrj',  and  troublesome  to  the  ministry' ;  and  the  (iovminient, 
anxious  to  be  temporarily  rid  of  him,  and  perhaps  equally  ready 
to  take  credit  for  his  triumph  or  to  rejoice  over  his  disj,'race, 
promoted  him,  and  gave  him  exactly  the  mission  and  force  which 
he  had  demanded. 


ADMIIIAI.  KllWAItl)  VKHXON. 
il'rom  Hi.:lrikir»  rngnirlHfi  itftrr  thf  iiurtrall  hii  T.  dalHibirroiigh.  B.A.) 


Vernon  sailed  from  I'ortsmouth  on  July  24th,  1739,'  with  four 
ships  of  seventy  guns,  three  of  sixty,  one  of  fifty,  and  one  of  forty. 
Of  these,  he  presently  det^iched  three  of  the  seventies,  viz.,  the 
Lenox,  Captain  Covill  Mayne,  Elizabeth,  Captain  Edward  Falking- 
ham  (1),  and  Kent,  Captain  Thomas  Durell  (1),  to  cruise  for  a  month 
off  Cape  Ortegal,  and  to  look  out  for  some  treasure-ships  which  were 
daily  expected  in  Spain.  The  vessels  were  to  return  afterwards  to 
'  He  did  not,  however,  leave  Flynioutli  until  August  .'trd. 
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England.  He  ftlao  detached  the  Pearl,  50,  Captain  the  Hon. 
Edward  TiP^jf^o.  to  cniisp  for  thrw  months  between  Lislwn  and 
OiK)rto.  With  the  rc^l  of  his  force  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  reuclimt^ 
Janiaiea  on  October  23rd.'  There  he  was  joined  by  the  senior 
othcei  already  ou  the  station,  Commodore  Charles  Brown,  whose 
broad  pennant  was  in  the  Hampton  Court,  70. 

On  the  voyage  out  Vernon  took  evety  opportunity  of  diactpliuing 
bis  men,  and  of  exerciaing  them  both  at  the  heavy  gana  and  at  small 
arms ;  and  there  is  little  doubt  that,  under  his  direction,  bis  small 
s(iuadron  rapidly  became,  for  its  sisse,  the  most  efficient  that  Great 
Britain  had  sent  to  sea  for  many  years. 

The  intelligence  received  by  the  Vice-Admiral  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  Spanish  galleons  were  about  to  make  rendezvons  at 
Cariageiui,  and  to  proceed  thence  to  Puerto  Beilo,  where  lliey  would 
exchange  their  European  goods  for  the  gold  and  silver  which  had 
been  sent  for  the  purpose  from  Panama.  The  news  that  the  bullion 
was  aheady  at  Puerto  Bello  determined  Vernon  to  lose  no  time  in 
attacking  that  place.  He  obtained  pilots,  embarked  two  hundred 
soldiers  under  Captain  Newton,  and,  on  November  5th,  1739,  sailed 
from  Port  lloyal.^  On  thts  foUowiug  day  he  issued  the  following 
instructions  to  his  captains : — 

"  Uiton  iimkiii):  the  land  at  Piierta  Bello,  atid  liaving  a  hir  wind  U)  favour  them, 
aitd  daylight  for  the  att«tn]>t,  to  have  their  ahiiw  clear  in  all  reapecta  for  immediate 
Mrvioe;  and,  aa  the  pro|)cr  signal,  to  form  themaelTea  Into  a  line  of  battle,  aa  directed ; 
!\uu,  being  formed,  to  fullow  in  the  B-iine  order  of  Iwlile  to  the  attack,  in  the  manner 
hereafter  directed.  And  aa  the  uortli  ahore  of  the  iiarbour  of  Puerto  Beilo  is 
represented  to  the  Admiral  to  be  a  bold  steep  shore,  on  which,  at  the  first  entrarce, 
stands  the  Ciihtillo  de  Ferro,  or  Iron  Ca.Htle,  ('onimodore  Brown,  and  the  f*hij»R  that 
follow  him,  are  directinl  to  [miss  the  said  fort,  within  less  than  a  cable's  length  distant^ 
givin?  the  enemy  as  they  pass  as  warm  a  fire  as  possible,  both  from  great  gum  and 
iiiii-k'  try.  Then  ComnuKlorc  Brown  i«  t  >  stn  r  uvay  l'<<r  the  Gluriii  C.istle,  and  .inchor 
as  near  as  he  possibly  can  to  thu  cii»tcrinu!>t  part  of  it,  for  battering  down  all  the 
defences  of  it,  bat  to  as  to  leave  mom  for  Captain  ICayne,  in  the  Woreeifrr,  to  anchor 
iiistfrii  111"  liiin  ai;ainHt  the  \si  -t(  iiiiii>t  Ua-lion,  rind  tn  do  the  same  there  ;  .iri  l  tn  f<  !!<>\v 
such  orders  as  the  Coiuittodurc  may  tliiuk  ])ro^i«r  tu  give  him  for  attacking  tiie  miid 
castle.  Captain  Herbert,  in  the  A  oridcft,  after  giving  his  fire  at  the  Iron  Castle,  !•  to 
push  on  for  the  f';i>:"'"  "f  San  Jeroiiimo,  lyiii)j;  to  the  eastward  of  tliC  t  iwn,  awX  {•< 
anchor  as  near  it  a.H  he  possibly  can,  and  butler  it  dowu ;  aud  Captain  I'revor,  iu  the 
IXrafordt  following  the  Adminl,  to  come  to  an  anchor  abreast  of  the  eastennoet 
part  tif  t]i''  Iron  Castli  .  s..  lo  1,  room  for  Ca|>taiH  Wateriioiise,  in  the  Princr** 
Loiiim,  to  anchor  ai«terii  of  him,  for  l>att«riug  tlie  w»t«niiu(«t  (lart  of  the  t.'astle;  aud 

'  Hnvini;  called  in  the  meantime  at  Antigua  and  St.  Kitt*8. 

*  Willi  the  ships  menti  itii"!  in  :iif  l  iMe  in/ru,  and  the  ShtYni-  ss,  "JO,  Captain  Miles 
iitapietou.   This  vessel  was  presently  dctoclied  to  reconnoitre  Cartagena. 
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continue  tlicri*  Till  the  servjrr  i-;  fomjdettHl,  and  iiistke  thrni^clvi-i  innxtera  ttf  it:  the 
youngest  oiticers  to  follow  tiie  furtlier  crderb  of  the  elder  iu  the  furtlicr  prosecution  of 
the  .itciok :  and,  if  tfae  wMtlier  be  f*vottrabl«  fur  it  on  their  gping  i%  c«di  ihipi, 
lieKiilen  havinir  licr  Inn:;-b(at  fowitic:  n^tcrii,  to  hax'e  lur  Imrge  ulutigNlde  to  tow  the 
l()n$;-K>atH  away  witli  i^uih  {>uri  ot'  iLe  soldiers  can  coiivonioutly  go  ia  tbein,  and  to 
t'oine  under  the  Admiral's  stern,  for  his  diractinf;  a  descent  with  tlMm,  where  he  shall 
find  it  moHt  pmpor  t<'  i-:<u-\-  it.  From  tt  i'  nicit's  incxjicritntrp  in  sfrvirf,  it  will  he 
necessary  to  ho  iw  c.-iuuous  u.-,  |x>giiihl«  to  prevent  hurry  aud  (.oiiluhiou,  aiid  a  fruitlew 
waste  of  powder  and  shot.  Tlie  eaptaim  are  to  give  the  strictest  unlert  to  their 
resi>e<  tive  ofticers  to  tnkc  tlio  greatest  care  that  no  <;un  i»  lired  hut  what  they,  or  those 
ihcy  jwrticularly  a|>|*mm,  lus.t  tiee  levellwl,  and  direct  the  tirini;  of;  and  that  they  shall 
■tflctly  prohibit  all  their  men  from  hallooing  and  making  irregtdar  noiHQ  that  will  on]y 
*erre  to  throw  tliern  into  coTifu^i  iu,  till  such  time  ."is  the  service  is  jierfornied  and  when 
they  have  nothing  to  do  but  glory  in  the  victory.  Such  of  the  shijw  as  have  mortars 
and  oohoma  cm  board  are  ordered  to  uae  them  in  the  attack." 


LiSK  OK  Batixk  at  the  AxT-icK  ox  I'cEKio  Bkuu),  X'ovemucr  21st,  1731(. 


Ifiimpton  (hurt  ,    ,  . 

70 

496 

IL'omniodore  ('iiiii  lr-i  IJrown. 
|C»l»Uun  Dighy  l>ttit,  (2,'. 

.')() 

M      Richanl  Uerbert. 

irorr<»/fr  

tji» 

„      Perry  Mayne. 

70 

500 

1  Vice-Adndrai  Edward  Vernon,  (B.). 
\Ca]>taiu  Thomaa  Wataon  (1). 

8tt€lfOfA  ..mm 

60 

•100 

„     Thoaias  Trevor. 

fritmn  Xo«ii»  .    .  . 

60 

400 

„     Thomaa  Waterhouae. 

The  squfldron  dgbted  Pnerto  Bdlo  in  the  night  of  November  20fh, 
and  chased  into  harbour  some  small  vessels,  wliich  apprised  the 
enemy  of  Vernon's  presence  on  the  coast.  That  he  might  not  be 
driven  to  It  cwanl.  the  Vice-Admiral  anchored  about  six  leagues  from 
the  shore  Early  nn  the  '21st  he  weighed,  and,  iiw  wind  being 
easterly,'  he  plied  to  windward  in  line  of  battle  ahead.  At  about 
2  P.M.,  the  Hampton  Court,  being  close  to  the  Iron  Castle,  began  the 
attack,  and  was  well  second^  by  the  Norwich  and  Worcester,  The 
fire  of  l^e  enemy»  vigcnons  at  first,  gradually  lesseaed.  Seeing  this, 
Vernon,  who  was  rapidly  approaching,  signalled  for  the  manned 
boats  to  go  under  his  stern,  and  then  ordered  them  to  land  beneath 
the  walls  of  the  castle.  In  the  meantime,  the  Biirford,  which  had 
come  abreast  of  the  caRtlf,  had  received  and  returtied  a  very  heavy 
fire.  The  men  in  her  t<jp«  forced  the  enemy  to  aliaiuloii  his  lower 
battery,  whereupon  the  landing-paiiy  made  an  assault,  and,  by 
climbing  into  the  embrasures  upon  one  auoth«^s  shoulders,  the  men 
entered,  and  quickly  carried  the  woric,  most  of  the  defenders  of 


'  TliMi  prevented  the  attack  from  being  carried  out  in  the  prescribed  manner. 
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■which  fled  to  the  town,  though  a  lew  abut  thenuelveb  up  in  the 
keep,  whence  they  presently  ehoated  appeals  for  qaarter. 

By  that  time  night  had  ccxne  on.  Owing  to  the  wind.  Commo- 
dore Brown  and  his  division  had  been  unaUe  to  get  up  the  bay  and 
attack  the  castles  of  Gloria  and  San  Jeioniuio,  and  his  shi|>K,  bavin},' 
fallen  to  leeward,  were  nVih'frod  to  ntu-hor,  rpudv  to  proceed  at 
daybreak  should  the  wind  permit.    The  Burford  and  Strafford, 


I  4 

Attack  on  i'thuio  iihi.i.f*,        KM»r.it  Jlsr.,  ITJUt. 

iVium  <l  plan  bt/  Ctjui.  Juiiu*  lirnlinif  kiiully  tent  fty  ImtU  I'hUuU.i 


C.  Wiiri-rrter. 
I),  .Vi>ru'<oA. 
K  Biirfvrd. 
F.  BamplMt  Omrt. 


II.  lYim-m  hmlm. 
I.  Two  ti'tidiT*. 

A'.  Two  Sjntnli-h  irunrda-cutM. 

jr.  Throe  tndiiui  sloopiL 

O,  BtNita  on  their  WKy  to  limil  wldiorn. 


were 


wliieli  \\<'\v  just  within  rfacli  of  the  heavicKt  guns  in  (ilona, 
tired  at  all  night,  but  received  little  damage  beyond  the  wounding  of 
the  former's  fore  topmast.  The  fire  was  returned  with  effect  from 
the  lower  dedc  of  the  Burford.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  22nd, 
the  Yice-Admiral  went  on  board  the  HampUm  Court,  and,  after  he 
had  consulted  with  his  officen,  directed  steps  to  be  taken  for  warping 
bis  ships  np  the  harbour  during  the  night,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
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utlitck  Gloria  and  San  JiToniino  on  the  fDllowitij;  day.  But  tltcsi* 
measures  proved  to  Ik-  unnerfssiuv.  'I'lif  Spanish  governor.  Ihni 
1'  rancisco  Martinez  de  lietez,  lioisU^d  a  white  flaw,  and  sent  out  a 
boat  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  convey  to  Vernon  the  terms  ou  which 
the  place  would  be  sarrendered.  These  tenns  were  deemed  in- 
admissible by  the  Vice>Adminl,  who  drew  up  others  which  he  was 
prepeied  to  grant.  He  allowed  the  govoiuw  only  a  few  hours  in 
which  to  make  up  his  ruind  ;  yet,  well  within  the  specified  time,  the 
tMms  were  accepted.  Captain  Newtoo,  "with  two  hundred  soldiers, 
was  sent  to  take  possession  of  the  town  nnd  castles  ;  and  detarhninnts 
of  seaim  u  lM);ii(U  d  the  vessels  in  j)ort.  The  crews  of  tlu  sc  liaii,  it 
appeared,  lande'cl  (iuriii^'  the  pn  \  ious  night,  and  ooniiiiitted  various 
outrages.  The  garrison  was  allowed  to  march  out  with  the  honours 
of  war,  aud  to  cany  off  two  cannon  with  ten  charges  of  i>owder  for 
mch.  The  inhalntants  were  permitted  either  to  remove  or  to  remain, 
and  were  promised  security  for  their  gooda  and  effects.  The  ships  * 
were  surrendered  abeoliitely,  though  their  crews  were  permitted  to 
retire  with  their  personal  effects.  And,  contingent  upon  the  due 
performance  of  all  the  stipulations,  the  town,  tlie  clcn^v  and  the 
churches  wone  guaranteed  protectioa  aud  imxuuuity  lu  their  privi- 
leges ami  properties.* 

Public  money  to  the  amount  oi  ten  tltousantl  tlollars  was  found 
in  the  place,  and  at  once  distributed  by  Vernon  among  his  men. 
There  were  also  takm  forty  pieces  of  brass  cannon,  ten  brass  field- 
pieces,  four  brass  mortars,  and  eighteen  brass  psAereroes,  besides 
iron  guns,  which  were  destroyed,  but  not  carried  off.  The  fortifica- 
tions were  then  demolished — a  work  which  needed  the  exjx  nditure 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  biurek  of  captured  Spanish  powder, 
and  whicli  o<'fupie<l  three  weeks.'' 

On  Nov(  inlK  P  'i7th.  the  Diamond,  40,  Captain  ("hnrlcs  Knowles, 
and  on  November  liUlh,  the  Windsor,  <>0.  Captain  George  I  W  rkeley, 
aud  the  Anglesey,  40,  Captain  Henry  Beddish,  joined  the  flag  from 
the  Leeward  Islands;  and  on  December  6th,  the  Shternem,  20, 

'  One  I  if  rhtiii,  ri  siiow,  w  ;i-  r(,itiinis^iuii>'<1  an  the  7ii««i7>A,  !<1<»ojj,  by  f,  ,iiiniuti<lfr 
JauicM  lkiit<iiie,  wliu  wa.s  »vut  butiie  with  \'iTtiou'»  ilUpatcbeii.  AuuIIrt  prize  was 
renamad  the  Aftrma,  12. 

-  T!if  !■ -N  on  tlic  Britiuli  tsiile  diirin^j  tlie  ntt;ii  k  u:i>  ;ili;iii-t  in.  ir.tn>lv  m:i:iI1,  tin- 
liurfoid  aud  IVuirtnter  having  aacb  three  killed  aiid  hvo  wounded,  and  tlie  i/amjiton 
C«nti  hftvinff  one  man  mortally  wouadnl. 

'  In  t}ii'  s.  r%  i.  I-  f '.-q  taiii  tlie  Hon.  Kdw  i-d  Howawcn  ftuiltnl  fta  ft  voluntcur.  HU 
^llil•,  the  iffionh'tiii,  -'),  w.is  at  liie  litne  uutit  lor  «ea. 
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Captain  Miles  Staplcton,  vvliich  had  been  detached  to  reconnoitre 
Carta^'cna,  returnt  il.  \\  inle  the  Vice-Admiral  still  lay  at  Puerto 
Bello,  he  sent  to  Panania  a  demaud  for  the  releaMi  of  certain  servants 
of  th«  South  Sea  Company,  who  wore  confined  in  that  city ;  and, 
although  Vernon,  being  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  iathmns,  was 
scarcely  in  a  position  to  have  backed  up  his  d«uand  by  foree,  the 
governor,  who  seems  to  have  been  greatly  impressed  1^  the  easy 
Ciiptnre  of  Puerto  Bello,  saw  fit  to  comply.  The  Yioe-AdmiTal 
sailed  on  DeceiulK>r  i;^tli  for  Jamaica. 

The  npws  f)f  the  success  was  h:iil«Ml  witfi  r^reat  joy  in  Knjjland, 
and  Venion  wa-;  vott  il  the  thanks  (ti  holii  Uniiscs,  and  the  Ireedom 
of  the  City  of  London  ui  a  f^uld  hox.  Commander  James  lientone, 
the  bearer  of  the  intelligence,  was  presented  with  two  hundred 
guineas,  and  made  a  post-captain.  The  Ministry  realised  that  it 
could  do  nothing  more  popular  than  follow  up  the  blow  already 
struck,  and  it  at  once  arranged  to  send  to  Jamaica,  if  possible  in  the 
early  autumn,  a  strong  military  force  comjKised  of  two  regiments  of 
infantry,  and  six  newly-raised  regiments  of  Marines-  -  the  whole 
imdrr  Mnjor-Gmrra]  Lord  Ciitlicart — to  be  employed  by  Vice- 
\(iiiiiial  Vernon  in  the  pro(»eculiou  of  further  designs  against  the 
Spuaiiirds  in  the  West  Indies  and  Central  America.  It  was  also 
decided  to  eDdeavour  to  recruit  iu  the  Kurth  American  Colonies  a 
corps  of  three  thousand  men,  to  be  commanded  by  Cdond  Spottis- 
wood,'  and  to  be  sent  to  Jamaica  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  Lord 
Cathcart  upon  his  arrival. 

In  the  interval,  the  Spaniaxls.  thoroughly  alarmed  for  the 
security  of  their  empire  in  the  New  World,  sent  to  tlio  West  Indies 
a  strrniu'  squadron,'  with  troops  and  stores.  nixUr  Admiral  Don 
liiKlrii^o  (Ic-  Torres.  They  also  prevailed  UfKin  I'lance  to  proclaim 
not  only  that  she  was  in  strict  alliance  with  Spain,  but  also  that  she 
could  not  suffer  Great  Britain  to  luake  new  settlements  or  couc^uests 
in  the  West  Indies;  and  this  proclamation  was  succeeded  by  the 
dispatch  across  the  Atlantic  of  three  French  squadrons.  One,  of 
four  ships  of  the  line,  under  the  Chevatier  de  Kesmond,  left  Brest  on 
July  28th.  A  second,  of  eighteen  sail,  under  the  Marquis  d'Antin, 
(juittetl  the  same  port  towards  the  end  of  August,  and,  soon  after  its 
departure,  suffered  so  severely  in  a  storm,  that  two  or  three  of  its 

*  ThU  of&mr  unfortuoately  died  in  Tirginia  en  the  trm>|K  which  he  hud  oolleded 
COuM  I'C  eiiihnrkrtl. 

*  TitU  8ailt!<i  from  .Sjiaiii  on  July  lOlb,  1740. 
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bf-st  vi  ssels  hiul  to  return.  The  third,  of  fifteen  sail,  under  the 
Mur^ius  de  La  Roche-AUard,  weif,'hed  from  Toulon  on  Aupjust  25th. 
When  hi-  had  passed  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar,  the  Marquis  np<«iH'd 
his  orders,  and,  in  pursuance  of  theui,  sent  back  to  port  lour 
of  his  largmk  Bbips.  ProeeediDg  with  the  tw^  he  made  a  junc- 
tion ^th  the  other  Bqaadrona  at  Martinique  in  September  and 
October. 

But  the  force  there  asaemUed  was  formidable  chiefly  on  paper. 

The  vessels  wore  Tiot  in  pdod  condition,  and  they  were  both  ill- 
manned  and  ill-found.  Many  of  them  had  been  much  damaged  by 
bad  weather  ere  th(\v  arrived;  and  whru  they  essayed  to  move  in 
company  from  Martinique  to  Hispaniola,  they  fell  in  with  another 
storm  whicli  caused  serious  Iossch,  and  reduced  them  to  a  condition 
of  impotence. 

That  they  had  been  sent  out  to  co-opoiate  with  Spain  is 
certain.  But  before  they  had  an  opportoni^  of  co-op^ating, 
leinforcementa  had  reached  Yemon ;  and  the  ntuation  in  Europe 

had  been  changed  by  tlie  death  of  the  Emperor  Cliarlrs  VI.,  on 
October  'iOth,  and  by  the  accession  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  as 
Charles  VII.  France  then  decided  to  hold  Vier  liand.  to  recall  lier 
squadr<»ns,*  and  to  pu»ti>tjue  her  detmitc  injiturc  uith  (ireat  Britain. 
It  is  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  further  follow  tiic  movements  of  the 
French.  As  for  the  Spanish  squadron  under  Don  Bodrigo  de 
Torres,  it  reached  San  Juan  de  Puerto  Bico  in  a  sorely«damaged 
condition  in  September,  and  tiiere  slowly  refitted.  In  course  of  time 
it  went  on  to  Cartagena,  threw  additional  troops  into  the  town,  and, 
leaving  a  detachment  under  Don  Bias  de  Leao  in  the  roadstead, 
proceeded  to  Havana. 

Venmn's  sfntadron.  on  its  voyage  from  Puerto  l^cllo  \n  Jamaica, 
was  (lisjKTscd  and  sliatterefl  Ijv  RHtonii.  All  the  V6«hcIh,  ncveiTlit'- 
less,  reached  Tori  lioyal  by  February  <llii,  1740,  except  the  Triumph, 
sloop,  which  had  foundered  off  Sambala  Keys,  but  the  officers  and 
men  of  which  had  been  saved.  The  Greenwich,  50,  Captain  Charles 
Wyndham,  with  four  bombs,  some  fireships,  and  sev^l  other 
craft,  was  found  in  harbour.  The  Vice-Admiral  did  all  that  lay  in 
his  power  to  speedily  refit  bis  command,  but,  finding  that  the 
Bur/ord  would  take  some  time  to  prepare  for  sea.  he  transferred  his 
flag  from  hi  r  to  the  Htra  ffard,  (50.  and  sailed  on  Februan,'  '25th  with 
the  greater  part  of  his  force,  leaving  llie  rest  of  it,  under  Commodore 
'  Excei>t  ii  I'cM-  ships  left  at  Hi»|Niiii<>la  under  ib<!  Conite  Ue  iU>qiiet'euil. 
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Charles  Brown,  for  the  protection  of  Jiinmica.  His  determination 
was  to  bonihard  Cartagena. 

On  March  1st,  the  Vice-Adniiral  si«;htc(l  the  land  near  Santa 
Martha,  and,  having;  detached  the  (irmnrirh,  ')(),  to  ply  to  windward 
of  that  place,  to  intercept  any  vessel  that  nii^ht  lie  l)ound  thither,  he 
bore  away  ;  and,  on  the  eveniiif?  of  the  8rd,'  anchored  in  nine  fathoms 
oflf  Playa  Grande,  in  the  open  bay  l>efore  Cartagena.    On  the  4th 


VICIC-AUMUIAL  SIK  CIIAItl.»:H  KNUWI.M. 
iFrum  Fabfi't  mttzuUnt  aftrr  thr  itnrlnilt  hu  T.  HmUw.) 


and  5th  he  reconnoitred  the  place,  and  made  his  dispositions  ;  and  on 
the  6th  he  ordered  in  the  bombs  AUlerni-i/,  H,  Conunander  James 
Scott,  Terrible,  8,  Commander  Edward  Allen,  and  Cuiniierland,  8, 
Commander  Thomas  Brodrick,-  with  the  tenders  Poinpcii  and 
Goodly,  and  other  craft  to  assist  them,  to  bombard  the  town.  This 

'  On  which  day  he  hail  Wn  joined  by  the  Fulmwith,  50,  Captain  William 
rXtii^lax. 

*  Thin  oflicer,  who  died  a  Yice-Adiniral  in  17«>!',  in  later  life  ii|>elt  liix  nnm« 
Br»»lerick  ;  but  it  w,n«,  iimjierly,  Bmilrick. 
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they  did  until  !)  A.M.  on  the  7th,  receiving  no  daniat,'e  whatsoever, 
and  probahly  doinj;  little,  althon«];h  thpy  tfrrihly  frij;htened  t!ie 
inhabitants.  It  Ik  ditTfirult  to  understaml  why  Vernon  made  this 
deuioiistraiion,  lor  lie  knew  well  that  the  force  which  he  had  with 
bim  wa«  iusulHcieut  to  take  the  city.  It  hab  been  su^^isted  that 
his  action  was  intended  as  a  n^ply  to  an  insulting  letter  which  he 
had  received  from  Don  Bias  de  Leso^  and  this  is  certainly  a  plausible 
explanation,  for  the  qnick-t^pered  Yice-Adniiral  was  ever  folly 
as  eager  to  resent  a  slight  ofTered  to  himself  as  he  was  to  resent 
one  offered  to  his  country.  Tl  does  not,  however,  appear  that  tlie 
bonibardfticiit  of  Carta^retm  Mssistod.  in  the  slightest  degree,  the 
general  policy  whicli  V(!rnon  li.iil  Ix  uii  sent  westward  (f»  carry  out. 

I'rom  Cartagena  he  coasted  along  the  Gulf  of  Darien,  exchanging 
shots  with  Bocca  Chica  as  he  passed,  and  making  observations 
concerning  the  defences  of  the  various  towns.  He  detached  the 
Windtor^  60,  Captain  George  Berkeley,  and  the  Greentrtcht  50, 
Captain  Charles  Wyndhsm,  to  cruise  off  Cartagena  with  the  object 
of  looking  out  for  the  galleons  and  of  intercepting  three  Spanish 
ships  of  war  which,  he  had  heard,  were  about  to  attempt  to  join 
iJon  Bias  de  Leso  there.  Vernon  then  prfKrcdcd  to  I'uerto  Bello 
to  retit  and  water  his  srpmdroii.  He  was  rejoiiunl  on  March  l.'Jth 
by  the  Diamond,  4U,  Capiani  Ciuirles  Knowles,*  an  otticer  lu  whom 
he  appears  to  have  reposed  exceptional  confidence.  Kuowles  was 
ordered  to  go  on  board  the  Smxesst  fireship,  10,  Commander  Daniel 
Hore,^  and,  accompanied  by  oue  of  the  tenders,  to  move  round  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Kiver  Chagres,  there  to  reconnoitre  and  to  make 
soundings  with  a  view  to  reporting  on  tlie  manner  in  which  the 
fort  of  San  Lorenzo  and  tin*  town  of  Chagres  miglit  he>>t  be 
attacked.  "Measure'?  were  ;ilsi  i  tiikeii  toMockade  the  estuary.  The 
\'ice-Admirai  obtained  nmcli  intniinatinn  and  assistance  from  an 
Knglish  pirate  or  buccaneer  named  Lowiher,  wJio,  ni  consetjueiice, 
received  the  lung's  pardon  and  permission  to  return  home. 

On  March  22nd  the  Strafford,'  the  Norwicht  the  three  bomb 
ketches,  and  the  small  craft,  put  to  sea  from  Puerto  Bello,  instruc- 
tions being  left  for  the  other  vessels  to  follow  as  soon  as  possible. 

■  Cluiric*  KnowlcB.    Bom,  1702.    Caiitain,  173T.    Bear- Admiral.  1747.  Coni- 

mander-in-Cliicf  at  Jani.-iic.i,  171s.     (";i|iturisi   Tort  Louis,         ui"  >!  i.  Dt'toatM 
Reggio  off  liavuia,  October  Ist,  174ti.    Vice-Adminil,  1755.  AUuuriil,  ITab.  BaroDci, 
1765,  tatA  Rear-Adnnnil  of  Great  Britoin.  f<erve«l  ItuMia,  1770-1774.   IM,  1777. 
*  <  >r  Uoare. 

'  III  which  the  \' ice- Admiral  stiil  tiew  his  Hag. 
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The  Sfrafforr!  met  with  a  sUght  accident  on  the  passage,  and  was 
detaiiifd  liir  a  few  hours,  hut  the  Norwich,  hy  f»rdor.  procrtvlpd  with 
the  reiiiaiunig  craft,  and  by  3  p.m.  Captain  Kidiaid  Ut  ilxTt,  witli 
the  assistance  of  Captain  Kuowlcs,  had  not  only  place»i  his  houihs 
in  pontion,  but  had  began  to  bombaid  Fort  1^  LonenKo.  The 
Dianumd  also  opened  fire  in  the  evening ;  and,  during  the  night,  the 
Strafford,  Princess  Louisa,  and  Falmouth,  aniTed  and  took  up  their 
Btationa.^  The  ships  maintained  a  leisorely  fire  from  their  heavier 
guns  until  March  24th,  when  the  govt  i  nor  of  the  place,  Don  Juan 
Carlos  (inti(  rrcz  de  Zavallos,  surrendered.  Captain  Knowles  took 
possession  m  tlio  cmirHt*  of  the  aftrniooTi, 

A  lai>,'«'  iininunl  of  lnM.>ly,  itjchiding  Cijcoa,  Jtihuil's  Iwrk,  and 
wool,  vahied  at  £70,00U,  besides  plate,  etc.,  was  captured.  Two 
gmrda-eostas,  found  in  the  river,  were  destroyed;  all  the  brass 
guns  and  patereroes*  in  the  defences  were  embarked  in  the 
squadron;  and,  after  the  works  had  been  d^olished,  Vernon 
quitted  the  river  on  March  dOth.  He  was  rejoined  on  the  31st 
by  the  Wimlsor  and  Greenwich  from  before  Cartagena,  and  on 
April  2nd  by  his  old  flapship,  the  Jiur/onl,  from  Januiica.  After 
making  dispositions,  which  proved  to  he  vain,  for  intercepting  the 
new  Spanish  viceroy  of  Santa  Vr.  wlio  was  on  his  way  out  from 
Ferrol,  the  Vicc-Admiral  returned  to  Jamaica,  sending  Captain 
Knowles  home  with  dispatches. 

A  little  later,  Vernon,  advised  from  Lisbon  of  the  Spanish 
preparations  for  sending  ont  the  squadron  under  Don  Bodrigo 
de  Torres,  and  of  the  actual  departure  from  Cadiz  of  a  squadron, 
the  supposed  destination  of  which  was  the  West  Indies,  put  to  sea 
agjiin,  hoping  to  fall  in  with  the  enemy;  but,  having  encountered 
bad  weather,  and  having  failed  to  get  nny  news  of  his  foe,  he 
retunied  to  Port  Koyal  on  Juno  l?lst.  During  the  summer  bis 
cruisers  were  active,  but  he  \\as  Ininst  lf  detained  in  port  by  lack 
of  supplies.  On  September  5th,  however,  a  number  of  store-ships, 
convoyed  by  the  Defiance,  GO,  Captain  John  Trevor,  and  the  Tilbury, 
60,  reached  him,  and  on  October  3rd  he  was  able  to  put  to  sea  once 
more.   On  the  19th  he  fell  in  with  eight  transports,  convoyed  by  the 

*  The  ship*  engapetl  in  the  attack  on  Cbft^rex  were  the  Strafford,  60,  Prineem 
I.ouiM,  (MX  Falmouth,  50,  A'»>i«i>A,  "lO,  IHarnoinl,  40,  Aldfmey,  Tenihlc,  ami 
Cumberland,  faombi,  aDd  Fomjxtf  and  Qoodlt/,  tenders.  Tha  conimande'rs  of  all  tbew 
have  alreadjr  beeo  tnuned.  In  additioo,  tho«  were  the  fireabips,  Succtss,  10,  Oddi- 
mander  Daniel  I^lorc,  and  Eleanor,  10,  Commander  Sir  Robert  Henligr,  Bart. 

'  There  were  eleven  brase  gnoa  and  aa  many  patereroei. 
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Wol/t  sloop,  10.  Commander  Wiliiaiu  Dandrid^'c,  and  laden  with 
troops  from  Nortli  AmmoFi.'  These  ho  psmrtrcl  to  Jamaica.  Soon 
afterwards  he  ht  anl  of  the  arrival  at  (  urtiii^'i  iia  of  Don  llodrigo  de 
Torres,  ami  at  Maituii(iiu'  ot  the  MaKiuis  il'Aiitin  ;  and  not  having 
force  suflicient  to  justify  him  in  rtsknig  au  encounter  at  sea  with  his 
known  enenues,  even  if  they  wete  not  assisted  by  bis  suspected  ones» 
he  lemained  at  Fort  Boyal,  anxiously  awaiting  news  of  the  promised 
reinfoEcanenis  from  England. 

These  reinforcements,  whidi  included  the  transports  canytog 
Lord  Cathcart's  army,  were  to  have  been  under  the  drdors  of 
Vice- Admiral  Sir  John  Balchen.  But  Balchen's  diviKit)n  of  men- 
f>f-war  conBisted  only  of  one  Hrd-rnte,  fwe  4th-rates,  and  one 
tith-rate ;  and  when,  after  the  Hniiaincnt  had  actually  put  to  sea 
and  had  been  driven  back  to  port  by  contrary  weather  in  August, 
the  Ministcy  leamt  what  powerful  squadrons  Spain  and  France  had 
dispatched  across  the  Atlantic,  it  was  decided  to  make  new  airange- 
ments.  Batchen's  orders  were  canceUed,  and  a  Yery  much  larger 
and  entirely  dilGarent  squadron,  tmder  Sir  Ghaloner  Ogle  (1),  was 
appointed  to  escort  the  troops.  The  change  of  plan  necessarily 
involved  much  delay,  and  it  was  not  until  October  !26th  that  the 
fleet  at  length  sailed. 

It  cleared  the  Chaunel ;  but  on  October  Slst,  when  it  was  about 
seventy  leagues  to  the  westward  of  the  Start,-  it  met  with  a  lieavy 
gale,  in  which  the  Buckingham,  70,  Captain  Cornelius  Mitchell, 
Prince  of  Oramje,  70,  Captain  Henxy  Osboxn,  and  Superbe^  60, 
Captain  the  Hon.  William  Hervey,  were  so  badly  damaged  that  the 
first  had  to  be  sent  back  to  Spithead,  and  the  others  had  to  proceed  to 
Lisbon  under  convoy  of  the  Cumberland,  80,  Captain  James  Stewart. 
In  spite  of  these  deductions  the  fleet  Still  consisted  of  upwards  of 
twent}'  3rd  and  }t1i-ratr'S,  Iwsidc^  nevernl  frif^ntcs.  fire-ships,  Ix.mbs, 
etc.,  uudir  Jvcar-Adiniral  Sir  Chaloner  V'^U'  (l).  lit.  ili.),  and 
Ciniimodore  liichard  Lustock  ^,2),  together  with  transportR  carr^-ing 
about  9000  troops,'  under  Major-General  Lord  Catbcart,  and 
Brigadier-GenenJa  Thomas  Wentwortb,  John  Guise,  and  William 
Blakeoey.   It  anchored  on  December  19th,  1740,  in  Frince  Bupart's 

'  Ttieti«  trocipit  had  Ukeu  part  in  the  fruiU^B  attack  on  St.  Augustiue,  Florida,  sotao 
account  of  wbldi  will  be  fouod  in  tbe  next  chapter. 

»  In  lat.  17°  .-  r  \V. 

'  the  15tb  and  '.^4th  regimentti  uf  fo<.>t,  six  regiments  of  Mariuea  under  Colonels 
FlMDing^  RolifaHOD,  Lowtbor,  Wynjurd,  DovglM  tod  Moratoo,  and  mom  irtilleiy  and 
miNdlaoeoui  datocbmoita. 
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Bay,  Dniiiinica  ;  and,  on  the  fnllowinfr  day  it  hnd  to  lament  the 
loss,  by  {lysfutery,  of  the  military  €i>nimaiuler-in-chief.' 

Sir  Chaloner  weighed  again  for  St.  Kitt's.  his  general  rendez- 
vouB,  ou  December  '27th,  and  tlieucc  steered  for  Jamaica.  On  the 
passage  thither,  being  off  the  western  end  of  HispanioUk,  he  sighted 
four  large  vessels^  and  signalled  to  the  Prince  Frederiekt  70,  Captain 
L<»d  Aubrey  Beaueleik»  Orford,  70«  Captain  Lord  Augustus  Fitzroy, 
Lion,  <)(),  Captain  Charles  Cotterell.  Weymouth^  60,  Captain  Charles 
Knowles,  and  two  more  ships  of  tlie  line,  to  proceed  in  chase.  At 
4  I'.M.  tlie  strangers  ■*  hoist*^d  French  colours;  but  as  they  did  not 
sliorfcn  it  was  10  err  thr  headmost  British  ship,  the  Priucr 
I'l  l  'h  I  ti  J. ,  <:iit  dp  witli  tlu  iu.  She  hailed  them,  first  m  Kn^Hsh  and 
then  HI  I  rt  iich,  aij»l  then,  having  failed  to  get  an  itnsxser,  tired  into 
one  of  the  ships,  which  promptly  returned  a  broadside.  The  Orford 
next  got  into  action ;  and  she  and  the  Prince  Fredertch  engaged  tHe 
chase  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  before  the  remaining  ships  could 
approach  within  gunshot.  The  Weynioitth  was  the  third  to  overhaul 
the  strangers  ;  and,  upon  her  arriviil  on  the  scene,  Captain  Knowles 
boarded  the  Princr  Frrdcrick,  and  expressed  his  conviction  that  the 
enemy  wa.s  Frencli.  Lord  Anhrey  P>rrmc1prk  tltprenpon  in:ide  the 
si«rn!il  t(»  desist;  yet,  as  the  cin my  runtiinu'd  finii;j,  thr  t  n^'a^'i^uient 
was  renewed  for  about  hall  an  huur.  Al  daybrt^ak  Lord  .\ubrey  sent 
an  otticer  on  boaid  the  senior  sliip  of  the  chase,  and  at  length  it  was 
satisfactorily  established  that  the  strangers  were  indeed  French,  and 
not,  as  Lord  Aubrey  had  at  first  believed,  Spaniards  sailing  under 
French  colotirs.  The  Prince  Frederick  lost  four  killed  and  nine 
wounded;  the  Orford,  seven  1  i11>  d  and  fourteen  wounded ;  and  the 
Wetftnoutht  two  killed ;  and  all  three  vessels  were  mnch  damaged 
aloft. 

The  French,  who  bitterly  compliniipd  of  the  manner  ifi  which 
thi'V  had  been  treated.  snfTered  nutch  inoie  severely.  Tlu>  dtt  lared 
liiui,  upon  being  iiaded,  ihey  had  at  once  replied  ;  and  modern 
French  writers  seriously  contend  that  the  true  cause  of  the  action 
was  the  refusal  of  their  senior  officer  to  send  a  boat  to  Lord 
Aubrey,  when  he  called  for  one.  It  is  possible,  seeing  bow  un- 
favourable to  Great  Britain  was  the  attitude  of  France  at  the  time, 

*  Lorxi  Catlit-itit  w^is  siu  rtdlc^l  in  tb«  comuuind  hy  Gviiecal  Wentwortli,  »  fur  k<at< 
exiietienced  ami  cum|ietiiit  "t1i«  iT. 

•  Ardthi,  <;4,  C.-tptaiii  W'Kpinai  «1«  Boiggeroult;  Mercurr,  r>i.  Captain  dl«  Herbien 
tie  rEtendiiiTi- ;  Hi<in,in<t,  .>i>,  (^iiptain  de  l'(>i>iiis;  ami  i'm  foitc,  t<'«,  Captain 
d'KMoiimel.   GiK'riii,  iv.  Z^'i,   Thea«  v«m«1k  fvnw^l  part  of  d'Aotiu's  »qu»lr«Mi. 
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that  neitlier  Ogle  nor  Lord  Aubrey  was  prepared  to  exercise  much 
forbearance  with  the  French,  and  that  the  actiou  was  the  result  of 
provocation  and  irritation  on  both  sides.  The  squadrons,  how  e  ver, 
parted  with  mutual  apologies ;  and  Lord  Aubrey  proceeded  to  rejoin 
Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  who  arrived  at  Jamaica  on  Januarj^  Uth.  1741, 
and  ihere  placed  himself  under  the  otden  of  Vice-Admiral  Yeroon. 

It  is  neceflsaiy  to  return  for  a  time  from  the  "West  Indies,  and  to 
look  at  the  Goorae  of  events  elsewhere. 

The  outbreak  of  war  had  found  Kear-Admiial  Nicholas  Hiiddock 
(R.)  commander-in-chief  in  the  Mediterranean.  Under  him  was 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Chaloner  Oole  (1)  {B.\  At  first.  Haddock  blockaded 
the  Spaniards  in  Cadiz,  but  be  was  soon  drawn  ofH  by  the  foulness 
of  his  ships  and  by  the  requirements  of  Minorca,  whicli,  it  wns 
supposed,  might  be  attacked  from  other  Spanish  p<jrts ;  antl  wliile 
he  and  Ogle  were  at  Port  Mahon,  such  Spanish  ships  *  as  had  been 
lying  at  Cadiz  slipped  oat,  under  Don  Boderigo  de  Tones,  and  sailed 
to  VemA,  Not  long  afterwards,  when  it  appeared  that  Minorca  was 
in  no  danger,  and  that  the  Spaniards  in  the  Mediterranean  were 
weaker  than  liad  at  first  been  believed.  Ogle,  with  a  strong  division, 
was  sent  home  by  Haddock.  He  arrived  in  hiUgland  on  July  7th, 
1740,  and,  as  had  been  shown,  went  out  later  in  tVie  year'  to 
reinforc-e  ^'ic(>-Ad^l^^ll  Vernon.  No  event  of  importance  occurred 
in  the  Muditerniiieiiu  during  the  rest  of  1740. 

Nearer  home,  much  was  designed  but  little  was  effected.  On 
April  9th,  Yice-Admiral  John  Balchen  (R.)  was  dispatched  from 
Plymouth  to  intocept  a  Spanish  treasure  fleet  whidi,  escorted  by 
a  squadron  vmder  Admiral  Pizarro,  was  on  its  way  home  from 
America.  Balchen  cmiaed  in  the  very  track  which  Pizarro  had 
intended  to  take;  but  the  Spaniards,  learning  of  the  l^ritish 
Adniirars  station  atid  desifjti,  sent  out  a  fa-st  dispatch  vessel  which, 
warning'  I'izarro,  caused  him  to  make  for  Santander  by  way  of  the 
Ijizard  and  I'sbant,  instead  of  for  Cadiz  by  way  of  Madeira,  as  he 
had  originally  purposed.  He  consequently  took  his  convoy  safely 
into  port.  To  defeat  Balchen,  Spain  in  the  meantime  fitted  out  and 
sent  to  sea  a  superior  force  under  Admiral  Pintado,  who,  however, 
&uled  to  find  his  ^emy,  and,  upon  his  return,  was  disgraced. 
Balchen,  against  whose  conduct  no  objections  were  ever  alleged, 

'  'riie-tc  were  they  which  Hiibsequeully  jtroceeded  to  the  West  Iiidici^,  as  iias  l>t.'«i» 
•Irendy  related. 

°'  (le  first,  liowrfver,  cruiied  for  a  short  time  under  iiir  JoUa  Norri*.   See  infra. 
VOL.  III.  F 
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went  bark  to  jiort,  havinj,'  doiir  little  hut  rapture  the  Pritirrsa,  70.' 
Later  in  the  year  he  commanded  a  8c|uadroii  it)  the  Channel. 

The  large  concentomtion  of  Spaniah  force  at  Ferrol,  and  the 
knowledge  that  Spain  cherished  plans  for  aiding  the  Pretender  in 
a  descent  upon  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  led  to  the  assemblage  of  a 
large  fleet'  at  8]^thead.  It  was  entrasted  to  Admiral-of-thc-Fleet 
Sir  Jolui  Xorris,  and,  under  hini.  to  Admiral  Philip  Cavendish  (li.>, 
and  Kear-.\dmiral  Sir  Cbaloner  O^lo  (1)  Sir  John,  who  hoisted 

his  fla;,'  first  in  the  VicUnij,  100.  and  nfteVwards  tlu  l  irfun/  IvAxma 
l»een  disabled  by  collisir^n  with  the  •*  (>()    in  the       i/m  .  sil.  had 

st!cr(?t  instnictions ;  but  what  they  were  is,  ev»:ii  nt»\v,  iu>i  n  i  lainly 
known.  It  is  supposed  by  some  that  he  had  orders  to  uttoek  Ferrol, 
but  this  is  upon  the  whole  unlikely.  It  is  more  probable  that  his 
force  was  designed  mer^y  to  convoy  outward-bound  merchantmen 
until  clear  of  the  Channel,  and  to  be  ready  for  any  special  service 
that  mi<;ht  appear  desirable.  The  Admiral  ol  the  Fleet  took  to 
sea  with  him  as  a  volunteer  Prince  William  Auj^ustus,  Duke  of 
Cumlxifland.*  sticond  son  of  Geor^'e  IT.  The  fleet  sailed  from 
St.  TTelen's  on  July  10th.  but  wns  three  times  ehiveii  back  into  port 
hy  colli nirv  weather:  and  on  .\u>.'ust  "iHth.  Sir  .John,  beinjj  then  in 
Toiliay,  hauled  down  iiis  flag  and  departed  for  London  witli  the 
young  Duke. 

In  1741  the  proceedings  of  the  fleets  in  home  waters  were  equally 
uninteresting.  In  July,  and  again  in  October,  the  Admiral  of  the 
Fleet  and  Admiral  Philip  Cavendish  put  to  sea  with  a  considerable 
force  and  cruised  off  the  north  coast  of  Spain  ;  but,  In-yond  picking 
up  a  few  Rmall  pri/.es,  the  command  did  nothing.  It  returned  to 
S]nthead  am  N'oventVifr  (>tb. 

In  the  M'ihi(  11,(111  111.  \'i<'e-Admiral  Hriddnck.  who  was  from 
time  to  time  leuiUaciU  Irom  l^n^'land.  en(U;.ivt»ured  to  prevent  the 
juuetiou  of  u  Spanish  squadion  which  lay  in  Cadiz  with  the  French 
fleet  which  lay  in  Toalon,  and  to  intercept  the  transport  of  Spanish 
troops  from  Barcelona  to  Italy.  But  he  failed  in  both  objects. 
While  Haddock  was  refitting  at  Gibraltar,  the  Toulon  fleet,  under 

'  Fur  HU  accuunt  of  her  caitture,  *tr  next  cliH|>ter. 

*  Sfiwle  up  wf  one  Hhip  of  100  friihti,  «ig)it  nbiiw  of  HO,  five  uf  70,  mvMi  uf  QQ,  nud 

one  of  r>0,  U>si'I>  s  --tniillcr  rraft. 

•The  Ik^t^  carried  hwuv  lntr  lieaii  uiul  UiWH|)rit;  tlio  J. ion  li»t  lu-r  furcii)a>>t, 
mod  tweoty-eifsht  men  wko  wtre  tlirown  overbomd  by  the  kIkm  k. 

'  'Yhc  victor  of  CulI<MU  n,  tlicn  in  Iiif  twt  ntifl'i  vi  ir.  This  abort  cruiw  WSeniH  to 
have  dfckled  him  lo  adopt  a  itiilitary  iimleaii  of  a  tmvni  ruretr. 
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M .  La  Bruyfere  de  Court,  \vei}j;lietl  and  steerecl  towards  the  Strait ; 
and  Don  Jose  Navarro,  from  Cadiz,  issued  fortli  to  meet  and  join 
hands  with  it.  Haddock  suttVrrd  Navarro  to  pass  l\v  him,*  and  only 
went  m  clmse  when  it  whh  ton  Ui  prevent  the  accompHshnicut 
of  the  junction.  His  uilvanced  Iri^jates  sighted  the  aUies  oil  Cape 
de  Gata  on  December  7th,  17-11,  and  the  British  and  Spanish  fleets 
were  distantly  visible  one  from  the  other  on  the  following  morning ; 
but  at  that  time  the  junction  was  actually  being  effected.  The 
Vice-Adminil  called  a  council  of  war  which,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
French  neutrality  could  not  be  depended  upon,-  judged  it  inadvi8al>le 
to  continue  the  pursuit.  Soon  afterwards  tli(>  T'lmch  and  Spanish 
fleet.s  proceeded  to  liarcelona  and  enil)arked  15,(KK)  men,  who  were 
thence  transported  to  Orl)etello,  in  Tuscany,  tliere  tn  act  against  the 
alhes  of  (Ireat  Britain.  The  ill-snrress  holh  ot  Noiris  and  of 
Haddock  was  douhtlesii  due  rather  lo  t'ne  nature  of  the  instructions 
given  to  these  officers  by  the  Ministry  than  to  any  fault  on  the 
part  of  either.  Popular  indignation  rose  high,  especially  when  it 
became  known  that  the  passage  of  Spanish  reinforcements  to  Italy 
had  not  been  prevented :  and  the  general  discontent  on  this  subject 
contributed  much  to  the  fall  of  Sir  Kohert  Walpole's  administration. 

Tn  the  West  Indies,  as  has  been  said,  Sir  Chaloiu  i-  Otjle  joined 
Vice-Admiral  Vernon  at  Jamaica  on  January  Ull).  J  741.  A  fleet 
such  as  had  never  heff)re  been  assernhled  in  iii<  waters  of  the 
New  \\  (uid  was  now  at  the  disposal  ol  liie  Briusli  connnander, 
who,  mdike  his  fellow-admirals  in  Emope,  had  very  full  powers  to 
act  as  he  might  deem  beat  for  the  advantage  of  the  service. 
"Better,"  says  Beatson,  "had  it  been  tor  Great  Britain  if  his 
powers  had  been  more  limited ;  for,  had  he  been  directed  to  proceed 
immediately  against  the  Havana,  there  can  l>e  no  doubt  but  he 
would  have  succeeded  in  reducing  that  place  W'fore  the  hurricane 
months  set  in.  His  instructions  pointed  strongly  at  this  as  tlie 
most  prnpor  place  tn  cfiiiimctifp  his  npiTaticins :  and  letters  from  the 
njost  al)lc  and  well  mformed  of  his  iiieuds'  in  England  strongly 
enforced  tins  idea." 

'  Hii<l<Uii-k,  who  hftd  left  cruberi  to  imtcb  Cniaz,  awm*  to  have  been  rery  ill-rarved 
l>y  hilt  sooutfl. 

'  The  FranoQ-SpMiisli  fl«et  outnumbered  tlie  Brifoh  hy  nearly  two  to  one. 

*  " 'Take  riiL.l  li-.M.'is  the  cry.  Tiii-  i-.'nt^  |il;iiiil  v  t- ''ii)>:i.  .iml  If  tli«'  ih'<»|.1.>  ..f 
Kaglaud  were  to  give  yoxx  imttructionH,  1  may  vfuiure  tu  say,  niaety-uint-  iu  a  liiUidr<xi 
wimJd  be  for  attacktDg  tbmt  iaUdd.**  Pulteaey  to  Yeraan,  Aitgmt  17, 1744),  in  *  Letlem 
to  SD  UoiieBt  Siilor.* 
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It  would  seem  that,  up  to  the  day  of  Of^le's  arrival,  Vernon  had 
formed  no  distinct  phms  fnr  the  fnturo.  He  had  been  lookinp^ 
forward  to  talking  over  everything  with  Lord  Cathcart,  in  whom 
he  had  reason  for  placing  the  highest  confidence.  But  Cathcart 
died,  and  Wentwortb,  who  took  his  place,  was  an  officer  of  very 
infmor  ability,  for  whom  Yenion,  from  the  first,  entertained  dislike 
and  distrast.  Wentwortb,  it  is  fur  to  add,  did  not  deserve  this. 
He  appears  to  have  been  sensible,  if  not  very  able ;  and  he  was 
certainly  anxious  to  do  for  his  countiy  the  heat  that  lay  in  his 
power. 

.\8  the  result  of  a  couiiril  of  war  lu  hl  nn  Janunry  10th,'  it  was 
determined  to  proceed  with  the  whole  fDiei'  xc>  windward  to  o^st  rve 
the  motions  of  the  French  at  Port  Luuis  ia  iiisp.miola  Vernon 
formed  his  large  fleet  into  three  divisions,  one  under  liimself,  one 
imder  Ogle,  and  one  tinder  Commodore  Bichard  Lestock.  Part  of 
the  force  got  oat  of  harbour  on  January  22nd,  but  the  whale  did  not 
make  an  offing  until  January  29th.  On  Februaxy  8th  it  was  off 
Cape  Tiburoo,  the  western  iiuint  of  Hispaniola.  There  the  Vice- 
Admiral  w.^s  lejoined  by  the  Wolf,  10,  Commander  William 
Dandridge.  She  had  been  sent  ahead  to  gain  intelligence,  and 
she  reported  that  there  were  in  Port  Ijouis  nineteen  large  ships,  one 
of  which  had  a  flag  at  the  tiitiin,  find  anotlior  a  broad  pennant  flying  ; 
but,  when  the  fleet  arrived  oil  llie  place  on  the  i'ith,  u  was  found 
that  Dandridge  had  been  mistaken,*  and  that  there  were  in  port  only 
some  unrigged  merchantmen  and  a  large  frigate.  Three  days  later 
Vernon  obtained  pennission  from  the  goT«mor  of  Fort  Louis  to 
wood  and  water  the  fleet,  and  learnt  that  the  Marquis  d'Antin 
had  returned  to  Eurojie.  At  another  council  of  war  it  was 
decided,  mainly  in  deference  to  Vernon's  representations,  to  attack 
Cartaijena  The  tleel.  tlunfore,  weighed  on  Janurny  'i.Tth,  the 
Wcifinoiifli ,  (H),  Cayitani  Ciiarle.s  luiowles,  Erperimruf .  21),  Captain 
James  Kenione.  and  a  sloop,  being  sent  ahead  to  sound  the  coast 
and  to  And  a  sale  anchorage  for  the  Imge  flotilla,  which  consisted, 
with  the  transports,  of  a  hundred  and  twenty-four  sail. 

Vernon  dropped  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Playa  Grande*  on 
Maixsh  4tb,  and  at  once  made  such  a  dispoeition  of  his  small  craft 

*  'I'liero  were  presi-nt,  in  HiKlitioii  to  Vernon  and  Ogle,  Uoremur  Trelawnejr  of 
.laiiiaica,  and  Gonernls  \Vuiilw»>rlh  and  Guise. 

'  Ilu  was  iiiislo^l  bv  a  Im/.c  \v)iich  prevailf*!  when  lie  iniide  recooiUUHSUIiCe. 
'  It  k  to  the  windward  of  Cartagena.  Iwtweeo  it  and  Point  Canoa. 
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as  to  suggest  that  he  intended  them  to  cover  a  disembarkation  of 
the  army.  This  had  the  desired  effect.  It  drew  a  large  part  of  the 
enemy's  troops  down  to  the  shore  in  that  neighbourhood,  and 
induced  them  to  Ix'^'in  tlir()win<;  tip  intrenchments  there. 

But  no  actual  attack  was  made  until  March  9th,  and  in  the 
meantime  the  Spanish  garrison  of  four  thousaud  men,  besides 
negroes  and  Indiana,  and  the  naval  force  under  Don  Blaa  de  Leso, 
perfected  its  pieiparationB  for  drfwce. 

The  following  description  of  Cartagena,  as  it  then  was,  is  mainly 
from  Beatson : — ^ 

Tlte  city  is  in  a  great  uieiumTO  •urrouudctl  by  water.  It  is  divi<k'<l  iiitn  two 
utiequa]  part«,  the  city  uf  Cartagena,  and  its  f^iiburb,  callol  Xiiuani.  Tho  wallo  of  the 
former  are  washtnl  by  tl»e  wave*  of  the  Bay  of  Mexico ;  but,  on  account  of  some  i-ooks, 
.lud  [icr]ictiial  surf,  thoro  is  uo  approocliitig  it  uti  that  ride.  Tho  water  on  the  outside 
of  the  harbour  ia  seldom  amooth,  ao  that  landing  ia  at  moat  ttmea  difficult  The  only 
entrance  to  the  harbour  is  upwards  of  two  leagues  to  the  westward  of  the  city,  between 
two  narrow  peninsulas,  tho  one  callwl  'I'ierra  Buiuba,  the  other  called  the  Haradera. 
This  entry  is  called  Boca  Cbica,  or  the  Little  Mouth,  and  ia  so  luirrow  tiiat  only  one 
ttbip  can  enter  at  a  time.  It  waa  defended,  on  the  Tlerra  Bomb*  side,  by  a  fort  called 
San  Luis,  a  rc.;iil:ii  >.|ii,i;c,  with  four  ttastions,  mounte<l  with  oighty-two  piectts  of 
cannon  and  three  uiortar»;  but  the  counterscarp  and  glacds  were  not  completed.  To 
this  were  added  Fort  San  Felipe,  moontod  with  seven  gunsi,  attd  Fort  Santia^  of 
fiftcfii  fTuns,  and  a  small  fort  of  four  gun?-  in!lf!  I'ltt*  ;v  (  liimli  i.  Thes^  served  as 
out  worlds  to  Fort  San  Luis.  On  the  other  side  of  the  harbours  mouth  lies  a  fascine 
battery,*  called  the  Banders;  and,  in  a  small  bay  at  the  beck  of  that,  another  battery 
of  four  mnis.  An  l,  facing  tlie  entrance  of  the  harbour,  on  a  small,  tiat  islind,  f-X-nvX 
Fort  iSan  Jose,  of  tweuty-uue  guns.  From  tliia  fort  to  Fort  San  Luis,  a  strong  booiu, 
made  of  logs  and  cables,  waa  laid  scroM^  fastened  with  three  laryte  aoebors  at  each  aid; 
and  just  behind  the  booiu  were  moorwl  four  hhips  of  thf  litip.  Beyond  this  passage  lies 
the  great  lake  or  outer  harbour  of  Cartagena,  several  leagues  in  circumference,  ami 
land*loeked  on  all  sides.  About  mid-way  to  the  town,  it  grows  narrower ;  and,  within 
less  that!  a  league  of  it,  two  points  jiroject  into  tlie  lake  from  the  inner  harh<iiir.  On 
tho  uorlhmost  of  these  was  a  strong  fort  called  Castillo  Grande,  beiug  a  regnl.ir  M|uaru 
with  four  bastiona,  defended  to  tbc  land  by  a  wet  ditch  and  i;h><  i>  proper.  Hi<  i  n  e  of 
the  curtain,  towards  tho  sea,  was  covered  by  a  ravelin,  and  a  double  line  of  heavy 
cannon.  The  nuutber  of  guns  in  this  fort  was  tifty-ninc,  thouj?h  there  were  embrasure* 
for  sixty-one.  On  the  op|)o»ite  jxiiut  was  a  horseshoe  Iwttery  of  twelve  guns,  called 
Fort  Mancinilla.  In  the  middle,  lielween  thei^e  two  forts,  is  a  large  shoal  with  otdy  a 
few  feet  of  water  on  it.  On  each  side  of  this  were  sunk  large  ships.  At  the  end  of  th« 
inner  harbour  ftaiiils  the  city  of  (,'artag<Mia,  on  two  fiat  Bandy  keys  or  island!!,  well 
fortified  to  the  land,  and  with  lakes  and  moraiscs  running  rouiMl  it  On  the  furiilica- 
tifm  of  die  city  are  mounted  twe  hundred  and  sixty  guns,  and  on  those  of  the  snhitrb*, 
t>ne  hundred  and  forty.  Soutli  of  the  city,  alwut  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Ximani 
g»te,  stands  Fort  iiaa  Lasuir,  on  an  cmineiioe  abo<it  hfty  or  sixty  feet  high.  It  ia 
composed  of  a  squai*  of  fifty  feet,  having  three  tlemi-baatmai^  and  two  guns  In  each 


'  '  N'av.  and  Mil.  Moms.*  iii.  •;4. 

^  It  was  for  fifteen  24-pounders ;  but  these  seem  not  to  iiave  been  mounted  until 
after  operatioaa  bad  been  beguo. 
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fui  f,  one  in  eucli  lliiuk,  iunl  tlirte  in  cat  L  i  uiIhiii.  ll  ciuiiplctt'ly  cuuiiuaudi>  tlif  towu; 
but  tliere  i>  ft  bill  ftbout  four  liundrect  jardc  front  U  which  overiooks  Mwt  oominandii  it 
entirely. 

Early  in  the  morniDg  of  March  9th,  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  who  bail 
Bhifted  his  flag  from  the  RuMdU  80,  to  the  Jerseu*  ^>  Captain  Peter 

Lawreiico,  and  who  li  ul  General  Wentwortl)  with  him,  moved  with 
his  division,'  towards  the  month  of  tlie  harbonr.    He  was  presently 

frilldwed  hy  N'icc-Ailniinil  VeTMO!!  and  his  division,'  cotivoyiitf;  the 
lraus)niits  lull  ot  iroops.  third  division,'  uiultir  ConuucKiore 

Lestock,  was  left  at  aiiclior,  so  as  to  distract  the  atteutiun  of  the 
enemy. 

The  Princess  Amelia,  80,  was  specially  told  off  to  attack  Battery 
de  Ghamba,  and  the  Norfolk^  80,  Bussellt  80,  and  Shrewsbury t  80, 
were  similarly  told  off  to  batter  forts  Santiago  and  San  Fdipe.  As 

the  division  of  Oijle  approaclied,  Chuuiha  opened  fire,  hut  was  soon 
silenced  by  the  Princess  Amilin,  Captain  John  Henunin{»ton.  At 
ahoutnoon  the  Nro  fofk,  Captain  Thomas  Gravi  s  <1),  ii'Mjs«(7/,  Captain 
Harry  Norns,  and  the  Sliincfihiirt/,  Cajdaui  Tsaar  Tnwnseiid, 
anchored  in  their  assigned  posivitjus  and  tiinl  sn  M^nruuhly  tliat 
botli  the  forta  opposed  to  theui  were  rendered  unlenahie  within  an 
homr.  They  were  then  taken  poseession  of  by  landing  parties. 
Generals  Wentworth  and  Guise,  and  Colonel  Wolfe  also  landed  soon 
afterwards,  and  on  that  day  and  the  10th,  most  of  the  troops  were 
put  ashore.  These  initial  successes  were  gained  at  little  cost.  Only 
six  men  were  killed  oti  board  the  Norfolk  and  linssvU,  and  although 
the  Shrfirshiirij  had  her  cable  shot  away  and  fell  into  a  position 
whprr  sho  lay  for  seven  hours  under  a  most  infernal  fire  from  two  or 
tiireu  hiiiKhcil  <,'nns  she  liad  but  twenty  killed  and  forty  wiiim<Ud. 
She  received,  however,  two  hand  ml  and  forty  shot  iu  her  hull,  and 
of  these  Hixteen  were  between  wind  and  water. 

The  following  days  were  employed  in  landiug  guns  and  stores ;  in 
forming  a  camp  in  a  somewhat  ill-chosen  position,  before  Fort  San 

'  i*»i«cwM(  Ameiift,  60,  Wiinhoi;  60,  I'vrk,  W,  Xmfolk,  SO,  HumtU,  80,  tihrewt- 
b»ry,  ^  BipoH,  60,  LkhfiM,  SO,  Jeney,  60,  Tifittry,  «0,  Experiment,  20,  Kkeer- 
««M,  20,  Vrxuriiis,  tircsli:].,  T- rr .  1>i.iiil.,  I'h-f  f<;, .  firi-lii|i,  uml  '/...-.///y,  ti'ii'lcr. 

•  Or/ord,  70, 1'l  incess  Loiiim,  IM,  nVrrcs/tj-,  liO,  Vhk/imln;  HO,  I'l  iua  m  VarvltM 
(flag),  80^  Ihftajf,  80i  Stiujford,  60,  WeifmotM,  60,  Deft/ont,  60,  Bur/urd,  70, 
S^irrif,  -J'K  s>,r,r,/,>i,ii,  20,  FJaiuor,  10,  Sotf,<. -jo,  ihc  Itreabiiw  Sfiwmioro,  Suftsne^ 
Vvlcatt  aud  L'uml/rdnHd,  the  teudtir  J'om^ij,  ami  a  bri({. 

*  Difianet,  60,  Dunkirk,  60,  Lkm,  60,  Priwx  Fnderiekt  TO,  Boy$ie,  80,  Hampton 
Court,  70,  r<il mouth,  50,  Mo„tn,,u,  W,  SufoH;  70,  AstrtUt,  12,  Wc(f,  Vi,  th»  fimhip 
^HtHH  aiid  Finbntnd,  aiul  tlie  Virgin  Quttu,  tender. 
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Luis;  und  in  quarrels  between  Weutworth  and  Vernon,  who  was 
dissatisfied  with  the  manner  in  wliich  the  enginecni  did  their  work, 
and  who  used  unhecomintj  liiiifrtiajif  to  the  iiiiliturv  coniniauder-in- 
chief.  As  the  camp  was  cxpo-i-il  in  \\\v  tirr  dt  the  Spunisli  frisciiK^ 
buttery  uu  the  liaradera  side,  an  attacli  upon  tins  was  made  011  ihe 
night  of  Htttcli  19th»  when  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  ander  Captain 
Thomas  Watson  (1),  of  the  Princes*  Caroline,  Captain  Harry  Norris, 
of  the  Rmsell,  and  Captain  Charles  Colby,  of  the  Boynet  landed  a 
party  of  Hve  hundred  seamen  and  soldiers  commanded  by  Captains 
the  Hon.  Kdward  Boseawen,  of  the  Shonhani,  Wilham  Laws,  and 
Thomas  Cote>:,'  K  N.  Tlie  ptirty  was  put  ashf>r<'  about  a  mile  to 
leeward  of  the  Jiaradera  Hiittt  iy,  under  the  xciy  muzzles  of  a 
masked  battery  of  five  guns  that  liad  been  thrown  up  on  the  l>each  ; 
but,  although  a  little  confused  at  first  by  the  hot  Hre  which  was 
opened  from  this,  the  men  promptly  msbed  it,  and  then,  pushing  on, 
oarried  the  Baradeta  Battety  itself,  and,  suffering  very  little  loss, 
spiked  the  guns,  and  set  the  caniages,  fascines,  ^atforms,  magaidnes 
and  guard-hoiues,  on  fire. 

This  well -manacled  exploit  relieved  the  anny  before  San  Luis; 
but  there  was  much  sickness  in  the  c:\inp,  the  wni  ks  did  not  progress 
with  the  expected  rapidity,  and  Vice-Admiral  \  i  i  nnu  grew  daily 
more  impatient  aud  irritable.  To  add  to  his  annoyance,  the 
Spaniards  partially  ratted  the  abandoned  Baradera  Battery,  and 
again  began  to  fire  upon  the  camp  from  it.  They  were  driven  oat 
by  the  Ripon^  60,  Captain  Thomas  Jolly,  which  later  prevented  any 
further  attempts  from  being  made  to  mount  guns  there.  The  luain 
British  batterj'  opened  against  Fort  San  Luis  on  the  morning  of  the 
'21  st ;  and  on  that  and  the  next  day  a  furious  hre  was  maintained  on 
both  bides. 

On  the  morning  of  March  23rd,  a  geneml  attack  upt>n  all  the 
forts  and  batteries  was  begun.  Commodore  Lestock,  with  the 
Boyne,  80,  Captain  Charles  Colby,  Princess  Amelia^  80,  Captain 
John  Hemmington,  Prince  Frederiek^  70,  Captain  Lord  Aubrey 
Beanderk,  Hampton  Court,  70,  Captain  Digby  Dent  (2),  Sujffolk» 
70,  Captain  Tltomas  T)a\  >  rs,  and  Titbury,  GO,  Capt;Un  BobertLong, 
engaged  the  Spanish  forts,  batterie.s  and  ships,*  there  not  being  room 
to  bring  more  vessels  to  bear  upon  the  enemy's  defences.  The 

'  'I'he  military  ofHocrx  were  Crt|»tain«  .lame*  Murray  arnl  \Viu<liiiij:i<<n. 
'  ilnlicin,  ~(\  flag  of  DoD  BIm  4e  Iieao;  Sa»  OaHo$,  titi,  A/rieOf  00,  aod 
Situ  Frliin;  60. 
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Binjne  sullered  so  severely  ihut  she  had  to  W  tulU'd  off  at  iiifjht :  the 
Prince  Frederick,  which  lost  her  captain/  and  the  Hampton  Court, 
very  moch  shattered,  bad  to  be  recalled  on  the  following  morning. 
The  other  ships  did  excellent  service,  and  were  less  injured ;  yet  it 
was  fonnd  ocpedient  to  withdraw  even  these  on  the  24th.  During 
this  attack,  the  chief  engineer  was  mortally  wounded :  on  the  other 
hand»  Port  San  Luis  was  hr(  ached,  and  General  Wentworth,  who 
went  in  person  to  view  the  etTect  of  the  bombardment,  determined  to 
assault  tbo  plarc  on  the  night  of  Marcli  *2.">th. 

Vernon  andertook  to  make  a  diversion  on  tiie  J^iiradeni  side, 
and,  in  the  ulU;riioon  of  the  2oth,  landed  Captain  Charles  Knowles 
and  some  seamen  near  the  remains  of  the  fascine  battery.  The 
assault  was  then  made  with  complete  success,  and  with  the  loss  of 
bat  a  single  man.  Owing  to  the  fall  of  Fort  San  Luis,  the  Spaniards 
had  to  scuttle  or  burn  the  Afriea^  San  Carlos,  and  San  Felipe,  and 
they  were  thrown  into  so  much  confusion  that  Captain  Knowks, 
taking  advantage  of  it,  apparently  upon  his  own  authority,  pulled 
across  (o  Fort  San  Jowo.  on  the  island,  and  stormed  it  without  the 
slightest  diftirnltv.  Still  unwUlui^  to  let  slip  what  seemed  to  Imj  so 
spk'tidid  an  <i]ii>('rlunlu  tor  di-alui;:  vi  rions  blows,  lie,  with  Captain 
Thomas  Wais<in,  forced  a  way  withm  the  boom,  and  hoarded  and 
took  the  Galieiot  70.'  They  also  destroyed  the  boom,  so  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  2i6th  part  of  the  British  fleet  entered  the  lake.  A 
few  days  later,  it  passed  up  to  the  narrow  entrance  leading  to  the 
harbour  proper,'  and,  upon  its  approach,  the  enemy  abandoned 
Castillo  Grande,  sank  two  line-of-battleships*  which  had  been  moored 
in  the  channel,  and  blew  up  Fort  Manciniiia.  Such  was  the  general 
situation  on  Man  h  JVlst.* 

All  Would,  doul>tli-ss,  bine  coiilinued  to  l'o  well.  I'ltt  fur  tlie 
unhappy  disseuhiuius  hotwueu  the  Vice-Admiral  and  tliu  General.  The 
siege  had  caused  much  disease,  especially  among  tlie  troops,  which, 
on  March  25th,  had  lost  about  five  hundred  men,  and  had  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred  more  sick  on  board  the  hospital-ships  Princess 
Royal  and  Searbormtgh.  The  fleet  was  considerably  less  unhealthy ; 
yet,  while  the  fleet  had  plenty  of  water,  and,  very  often,  fresh  meat 

'  \\'ho«0  pliioe  WM  taken  hy  Ciiptain  the  H<jii.  Edward  Boscawen. 

*  wan  towetl  out. 

•  Cftllwi  tli<^  Surpiicro,  or  Aucborage. 

♦  Voii'/uixtador,  (>(>,  and  Jhmgin,  60. 

"  Oh  Apri!  I'it  Vt  ni'>i)  <«(>nt  lionic  n  i^an^iiinc  ili^iiatdi  wbtch  r«ach«d  tlw  Duke  i>f 
>i'f'wca»tle  on  .Vhiy  ITtii,  aiiti  caniiud  geucral  cxultatiun. 
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and  turtle,  the  army  sometimes  suflfered  from  absolute  want. 
Venion  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  troops  and  Beanien  alike  8er\'ed 
a  common  soverei^'n  and  a  common  cause.  He  took  no  measures 
for  supplying  water  to  the  army ;  he  refused  Wentworth's  reasonable 
request  that  two  or  three  small  craft  should  Ihj  told  oflf  to  catch 
turtle  for  the  use  of  the  sick ;  and,  speaking  generally,  his  relations 
with  his  military  colleague  were  unacconnnodating,  boisterous,  and 
overlx;aring.  Wentworth,  in  consequence,  became  disgusted,  and, 
rather  than  seek  the  co-operation  of  so  bearish  and  dictatorial  a  man 
as  Vernon,  he  sometimes  stood  sullenly  aloof,  regardless  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  public  interests  involved. 

On  April  Ist  the  Vicc-Admiral  moved  his  Iximb-ketches,  covered 


MKIUL.  tOMMKMOKATlVK  OK    TIIK  IiKsTKl  tTInN  UK  W>MK  nK  TlIK  IIKFK^^^:^^  (IK 
•  AKTAUEXA  BY  VICK-ADMIUAI.  EDWAHI)  VKKXOX,  MAHl  II,   IT  11. 

I  From  an  origimt  kindlu  If  ft  *tf  HJi.lI.  Cnptain  Prittre  Lam»  of  BaUfubfr\i,  A.V.i 

by  the  Expenmcnt,  20,  Captain  James  lientone,  and  the  ShoirJmin, 
•20,  Captain  Thomas  Brodrick,'  into  the  Surgidero ;  and  Conunodore 
Lestock,  wlio  had  re-embarked  the  troops  from  Tierra  Bomba,  joined 
Vernon  oflf  Castillo  Grande.  On  the  2nd,  three  fireships  took  up 
their  station  within  the  Surgidero  in  order  to  protect  a  projected 
landing  of  troops  at  a  place  called  La  Quinta.  On  the  Hrd.  the 
Weymouth,  00,  Captrtin  Charles  Knowles,  also  passed  the  narrows; 
and,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  .5th,  General  Blakeney,  with  about 
one  thousand  five  hundred  men,  was  set  ashore,  and  presently 
pushed  forward  towards  Fort  San  Luzar,  the  only  remaining 
outwork  of  Cartagena.  Some  resistance  was  encountered,  but  the 
enemy  eventually  retired.    On  the  Gth,  more  of  the  anny  dis- 

'  Wln>  liail  siKTfcileil  rn]iti»iri  the  TI<>ii.  K.  HoiK  awcii. 
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embHiked,  aiui,  huviiifj  jdinnl  lUakt  ii<  y's  brigade,  encamped  with  it 
oil  a  plain  about  a  mile  iiom  8an  Lazar. 

On  the  7th,  a  military  ooQUcil  of  war  came  to  the  conclnBion  that 
Fort  San  Lazar  ought  not  to  be  attempted  until  a  battety  should  be 
raised  against  it,  and  that  the  reduction  of  the  work  would  be  greatly 
facilitated  by  the  co-operation  of  the  bomb-ketcbes  and  a  ship  of  the 
line  willi  the  army.  Vernon,  on  being  infonned  of  this,  testily 
replied  that  he  strongly  disapproved  of  waiting  for  tin;  erection  of  a 
batteiy,  and  that,  if  a  liatti  ty  sliotild  hv  erected  iigainKt  so  pnltj-y  a 
fort,  he  felt  8ure  that  tin  <.in'iii\  would  not  wait  for  it  to  be  made 
ready  lor  action  ;  but,  in  ins  answer,  he  paid  no  attention  to  the 
couacil's  suggestion  as  to  the  co-operatiou  of  the  ships ;  nor  could 
Wentworth  induce  the  Vice-Admiral  to  order  his  vessels  to  cover  a 
detachment  of  troops  which  had  been  posted  with  a  view  to  cutting 
off  communication  between  Cartagena  and  the  country  at  its  back. 
In  short,  it  appears  that  Vernon  Ix'licved  that  the  army  could  do, 
and  ought  to  do,  all  that  remainefl  to  he  done,  and  that  Wentworth, 
with  wiser  iiitnitinii,  knew  that  only  by  co-operation  coTiId  the 
desired  results  be  attained.  But  xicktiesH  increa.sed  ashore,  water 
grew  daily  scarcer,  and  the  Spanish  <lrf*  nces  became  hourly  more 
formidable;  and,  in  an  evil  moment,  at  the  pressing  instance  of 
Vernon,  and  against  the  better  judgment  of  some  of  the  land  officers, 
the  stoiming  of  San  Lazar  was  ordered,  and  was  attempted  before 
daybreak  on  April  9tb.  Things  were  mismanaged;  officers  were 
confused  by  lack  of  detailed  instructions,  and  the  assault  was  repulsed 
with  heavy  lorn.* 

Operations  were  continued  for  two  days  longer;  but  on  the  11th 
a  council  of  !a?id  ofHccrs  derided  that,  "  without  a  considprable 
reinfore«>tnont  fiuiii  tlic  ilect,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  go  on  with 
the  enterprise."  Vernon  hiiU  shut  his  ears  to  the  suggestions  of  his 
militiuy  colleagues;  and  when  the  council,  having  received  from  him 
a  v«Fy  non-pertinent  answer,  rea^smbled,  it  desired  that  the  Vice- 
Admiral  would  make  arrangements  for  re-embarking  the  forces  and 
stores,  since  it  appeared,  from  his  silence  concerning  the  material 
point,  that  no  reinforc^nent  was  to  be  looked  for.  On  the  14th, 
after -some  further  interchange  of  messages,  a  general  council  of  war, 
consisting  of  the  sea  as  well  as  of  the  land  officers,  met  on  board  the 
flag'ship.  The  ceinfrmice  was  storm v ;  and,  in  the  onnrse  of  it, 
Vernon  quitted  his  cabin  in  a  jjassion.    After  his  departure,  Sir 

'  Tlie  luiM  was  ITS)  ktlletl ;  45U  wnuudeil,  atony  mortally;  and  lU  takeu  |iiri8uiier». 
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Chaloner  Ogle  gave  xeasons  for  objecting  to  diaembark  the  seamen 
from  the  fleet;  and  Vernon,  who  sat  in  his  stern-walk  within  heaiing, 
intei^jected  a  remark  to  the  effect  that,  if  the  men  were  set  ashore, 
soHiP  of  them  would  infallibly  desert  to  the  erunny.  The  Vice- 
Admiral  then  returned  to  lii»  cabin,  and  the  c<juiici1  uuiiuunuusly 
determined  that  the  troops  and  guns  should  be  re-embarked.  In 
purauanee  of  tibia  decision,  the  gmis,  stores,  and  baggage  were 
reshipped  on  the  15tfa,  and  the  troops,  only  S569  of  whom '  remsined 
fit  for  duty,  on  the  16th. 

Vernon,  who  may,  by  that  time,  have  begmi  to  feel  uneasy 
concerning  the  effect  wliidi  so  signal  a  miscarriage  would  have  upon 
his  repntntion,'  inadc  a  lust,  but  quite  useless  rffort.  against  the 
town.  Jlavin<:  lilted  up  Lis  prizo,  tl»e  Galicia,  as  a  floating  battery 
(if  >ixti't>ii  iiiiw,  and  having  iurtiJied  her  with  earth  or  sand,  he 
cauHtid  her  to  be  warped  in  m  near  as  possible  to  the  town.  During 
the  morning  of  flie  16tb,  under  the  cmnmand  of  Captain  Daniel 
Hore,  she  fired  into  the  place  continuously  for  seven  hours.  She 
was  then  so  damaged  that  she  was  ordned  to  cat  her  cables  and 
drift  out  of  gunshot,  but  she  grounded  on  a  shoal,  and  had  to  be 
abandoned.'  She  lost  six  killed  and  fifty-six  wounded.  But  for 
the  happy  chance  that  she  prnninlt  d,  she  would  probably  have  sunk 
with  all  hands,  for  she  had  received  twenty  shot  between  wind  and 
water. 

As  soon  as  the  works  which  had  been  already  taken  ba^  been 
dismantled  and  destroyed,  the  wretched  remains  of  the  expedition 
sailed  for  Jamaica,  where  the  fleet  arrived  on  May  19tii,  and  where  C 
it  fotmd  a  welcome  convoy  from  England  awaiting  it.  Commodore 
Lestock,  with  many  of  the  heavier  ships  ^  and  five  frigates,  was  soon 
afterwards  sent  home  in  cliarge  of  the  trade.  Vernon,  chieHy  in 
consequence  of  his  dislike  to  \>e  further  associated  with  Wentworth, 
wished  to  go  huinc  also  ;  hut  the  ministry,  which  adroitly  flattered 
liim,  persuaded  him  to  reniani. 

*  It  is  aloo  miggosted  tlmt  Vernoa  ^enrad  to  ooDTinice  CJeneral  Wentwortli,  by 

actual  ex])«riiiient,  that  i*1u|)n  coiiH  not  operate  with  success  againftt  tlif  t.nvn.  But,  if 
w,  tlie  exi>eriiiiei)t  wa»  uot  a  fair  one.  'I'lie  (ialicia  did  uut  get  uear  the  wallH  l)ovauM< 
Klie  appniaclied  them  at  the  wrong  ])uiiit.  RlMwfaen  th«R  ms  dMp  w»tcr  wHbitt 
|ii»tot-Rh<it  <if  the  rampart*.    HmoUett,  vii,  287. 

*  She  was  subsequently  burnt  by  the  British. 

*  Princeas  Carofiuf,  W),  JiuHstll,  80,  Norfolk,  80,  .Shi-en'tbitrif,HO,  Pvincrsn  Ainrlia, 
80^  Torbay,  80,  Chichetiffr,  80,  Uampton  Court,  70,  Jiur/otd,  70,  WindMU't  UO,  and 
fiUmmth,  50.   Verouu  transferred  bis  fli^  to  the  bi»fM,  80. 
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The  next  attempt  of  the  Hei  t  iu  the  West  Indies  was  aj^'aiimt 
Santiago  de  Cuba.  The  lionif  Governnipnt  would  have  preferred 
to  see  Havana  attacked,  but  the  place  was  ntrong,  and  the  squadron 
of  Don  Kodrigo  de  ToneB  lay  in  the  port.  Gavemot  Trelawney, 
of  Jamaica,  nrged  an  expedition,  aeioes  the  lathmns  of  Darien, 
against  Panama,  bnt  gave  way  to  the  representationa  of  Vraaon, 
Ogle,  Wentworth,  and  Guiae,  all  of  whom  voted  for  Santiago  de 
Cuba  as  the  town  which,  upon  the  whole,  offered  the  brightest 
prospectB  of  success.  On  June  25th,  therefore.  Captain  James 
Ken  tone,  in  the  liipon,  (iO,^  was  dispntched  to  recmiTioitre  the 
harbour  und  ils  liefences,  and  on  June  HOth  the  tiett  -  )uit  to  sea. 
The  Vice-Admiral  left  at  Jamaica  the  Suffolk,  70,  Stmlford,  GO, 
Dunkirk,  60,  BrUtol.  •'^0,  Lichjield,  50,  and  Vulcan,  8,  under 
Captain  Thomas  Davers,  to  protect  the  island  and  its  trade,  and 
ordered  the  York,  60,  Augusta »  60,  and  Deptford,  60,  which  were 
refitting  at  Port  Boyal,  to  be  completed  for  aea,  and  to  be  sent  after 
him,  as  aoon  as  possible. 

A  spacious  harlxiur  lying  luuir  the  south-east  end  of  Cuba,  und 
then  known  as  Walthenhnni  ]-?;iy,'  was  selected  as  the  general 
rendczvdiis  ;  iind  there  the  expetiiuoa  tlropinni  anchor  on  July  iHfh. 
Tlub  luubour  is  about  sixty-tive  nnles  to  the  eastward  oi  Siiiiiiugo, 
which  occupies  the  bead  of  a  luuch  smaller  bay,  and  wliich  has 
a  well>d^ended  narrow  entrance,  dosed  at  that  time  by  ineass  of 
a  substantial  boom.  Santiago  was  supposed  to  be  impr^able  from 
seaward,  and  the  leaders  of  the  fleet  and  army  decided  to  attack  it 
iivt  iland  from  CuiubL'rland  Harfaonr.  To  facilitate  this  operation, 
Vernon  despatclird  some  cruisers  to  watch  twelve  Spanish  sail 
of  the  line  whirli  lay  ai  Hnviuia,  atid  which  constituted  a  *'  potential  " 
tk'rt  'if  (it-c'idrdly  daiit,'fH)U8  Btrtn^^tli.  He  !l!sf)  se!it  othi-r  vessels 
to  blockade  Santiago;  and  across  the  muutli  ul  Cuuibtrlainl  Haibuur 
he  stationed  six  of  his  largest  ships,  so  that,  should  any  eneiuy 
approach,  the  transports  within  could  not  be  reached  without  a 

'  C'aptuin  Tl)iiiima  Jolly  liad  ilieU  in  Iby.  Lord  Auf.'iit'tiis  Fit/.ioy,  of  the  Or/ord, 
70,  liiul  almi  fiiUon  a  victim  to  thf  cliiiiuto  soon  aftor  the  .irrival  of  the  fleet  at  JatiiaicH. 

*  Bvyne,  80,  (lag  of  Vonioii,  Vnmberlahd,  80,  fing  of  Ogle,  (tra/ton,  70,  Kent,  70, 
Worve$ter,  60,  Tilburif,  tiO,  M«ula<iu,  (X>,  C/icftei;  .'>0,  Tiijir,  .'0,  Shonhum,  20,  Erperi' 
iii'-tii,  iiO,  S/m-rncM,  20,  Ald<  ri<ry,  botiib,  StromMo,  J'haeton,  and  V'tsui'tuf,  tiret>hi|<!i, 
Lmdta  aiiil  TnUm,  sloojis,  J'riiiemt  Jloiftil  ami  Srurborough,  hospital  ships,  and 
jPompty,  tender,  besides  about  40  tran^^|iorts  carrying  ;M<X>  tnxijjs. 

*  Re-iiAined  (.'uniberlant)  Harbour  by  Yeroon.  It  ik  tiie  bay  between  Punto  Uo 
Guutitiinaniu  aixl  Ciumatm-ra. 
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severe  stmfjple.  But  in  the  meantime  Wentworth  Inst  heart.  He 
Irtiidcil,  Imt  he  did  not  go  far.  The  country  before  him  waH  thickly 
uouded ;  his  men  had  r.ijtidly  hecome  sickly ;  he  found  great 
di^uulty  in  dragging  hiB  gunis  along  with  him ;  and,  although 
Yeraon  amoied  him  that,  if  he  pieBsed  od,  he  ahomld  find  ahips 
hefoie  Santiago  ready  to  co^>perate  with  him,  the  General  declined 
to  advance  any  further.  The  Vice-Admital  in  person  went  round 
to  Santiago  with  a  view  to  seeing  whether,  after  all,  he  could  not 
deviae  some  method  of  capturing  it  from  the  sea;  but  he  was  ohligcd 
to  agree  that  the  venture  (ifffred  no  chances  of  snccess.  The  whole 
scheme,  thercfoii',  was  aliandnned.  llie  troofis  being  re-cmbarked  on 
Nuviinber  JOtli,  and  ilie  fleet  quitUng  Cumberlaud  Harbour  for 
Jamaica  on  November  28th. 

Thta  abortive  enterprise  was  as  ill-concdved  as  it  was  pnsillani- 
moudy  attempted.  It  was  ^e  professed  dmire  of  the  ministxy  in 
England,  and  of  the  naval  and  military  chiefs  on  the  qmt,  to 
conquer  Cuba.^  Havana  was  then,  se  it  is  now,  the  capital  and  heart 
of  the  island  ;  and  Santiago  was  a  comparatively  insignificant  place 
of  less  strategic  and  commercial  impfirtaiici^  than  to-day.  Yet  it  was 
determined  to  avoid  Havana,  and  to  attack  Santiago,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  at  Havana  lay  the  stroii*,'  !-.i]Lia(bon  ol  J)()n  l\i)(lrit,'o  de 
Torres.  Sane  strategy  would  have  dictated  firstly  the  annihilation 
or  neuuulisation  of  that  formidable  "  potential"  fleet,  and  secondly 
the  dealing  of  a  blow  at  the  heart  instead  of  at  the  extremities  of  the 
island.  That  Don  Bodrigo  lay  fast,  and  did  not  come  out,  affords  no 
justification  of  the  British  action.  He  might  have  elected  to  come 
out ;  and,  had  he  done  so,  he  might,  with  his  superior  force,  have 
crushed  Vernon,  who  would  have  been  hampered  by  the  presence 
of  his  transports  and  by  the  necessity  of  looking  to  their  safety.  As 
for  the  pusillatiiniity  wnth  which  the  descent  was  attempted,  it  is 
suthcient  to  say  that  Wentworth  lay  for  about  three  nKUitiis,  alinust 
inactive,  within  three  or  lour  days'  march  of  Santiago;  that  there 
was  at  no  time  any  considerable  body  of  Spanish  troops  between  him 
and  that  city ;  that  the  landward  defences  of  Santiago  were  known 
to  be  contemptible ;  and  that  the  delay  involved  the  sacrifice  of 
more  men  than  would  have  perished  in  any  active  operations  that 
could  have  been  necessary  to  secure  the  fall  of  the  place. 

*  8«tUen  were  ictually  ioTited  to  erooe  from  Nnrth  America,  end  were  promiied 

grants  of  luti'l  ill  the  inland.  -Sp.  i  ch  of  Got.  Bliirley  at  Boston,  Sept  23ixl,  1741.  The 
re-uatniug  of  [ilacM  by  (bo  UritiAli  l«atlen  was  also  iiigaiticaat. 
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The  Minintry  censured  tiotli  \'crii[»i  and  \\'i'n( worlb,  yei  only 
with  laildnt'SS,  and  eliietly  on  accuuut  ol  tht;  per.soiial  (juariek  which 
had  been  allowed  to  spring  up  between  theui.  The  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  on  October  Slat,  wrote  to  Vernon : — 

"  Ub  Hajeftty  Juwt  cc»inm»iHied  tne  tu  acquaiat  you  and  General  Wentwortb  that 
lie  aeea  with  great  concern  t3ie  bealB  and  aainiraities  that  have  ariaen  between  hi» 
officere  by  »««  antl  land,  contrary  to  liii*  onierH,  wlieieby  the  Hervice  cannut  l>iit  greatly 
Ruffer;  and  I  am  ordered  to  rctntntnend  to  you  ia  tbe  otrongi-^t  inanntT  carefully  to 
avoid  the  like  for  the  fatore,  tad  that,  id  catif  of  any  difietenoe  ui'  c>|iiia...ii,  all  acrimony 
and  waniiih  of  exptemion  ehould  be  aroided" 

After  liiH  collapse  of  the  ujidi  !  taking;  had  lieciuae  known  in  England, 
neitlier  Adniiral  nor  (jenenil  received  from  tlio  Government  any 
much  stronger  blame  than  this.  Yet  one,  if  not  both,  should  have 
been  recalled.  It  was  obvious,  even  to  their  best  friends,^  that  tiiey 
could  not  work  satisfactorily  one  with  the  other.  Unhappily,  they 
were  allowed  to  embark  together  upon  further  adventures. 

The  transjHirts  from  Saiitiajjo  reached  Jamaica  in  safety,  while 
the  fleet  cruised  for  a  time  oft"  Ilispaniola  in  order  to  protect  the 
arrival  of  an  expect<'d  c(»nvr>y  -  frmn  England.  After  a  time,  the 
Vice-Admind  left  ]»nrt  of  Ins  iorce,  imder  Captain  Cornelius  Mitchell, 
of  the  Kent,  70.  u>  lunk  fur  the  convoy,  and  proceeded  to  Jamaica, 
where  a  council  of  war  was  held  on  January  8th,  174*2.  The  c<»uncil 
eventoally  decided  to  adopt  a  plan  which  had  been  submitted  to  it 
by  Lowther,  the  ex-buccaneer,  who  knew  the  country  well.  This 
involved  a  landing  at  Puerto  Bello,  and  a  march  across  the  isthmus 
to  Panama,  with  three  thouBand  soldiers,  five  hundred  negroes,  and 
four  hundred  friendly  >rosqutt0  Indians.  But  many  delays  occurred. 
In  the  interval,  Lowther,  in  the  'f riton,  sloop,  convoyed  hy 
Cnptniii  Ifeiiry  Dennis  in  the  E rprrininil,  went  to  the  Mosquito 
coasi  U)  procure  information  and  li»  make  arninf^ements  with  the 
natives.  The  Triton  was  for  this  st;rvice  disguised  as  a  tratler.  As 
for  Vernon,  who  was  terribly  impatient  at  the  slowness  with  which 
the  land  forces  were  being  got  ready,  and  who  had  learnt  that 
Spanish  reinforcements  were  on  their  way  to  Cartagena,  he  occupied 
some  of  his  spare  time  in  making  a  cruise  off  Cartagena,  virifh  the 

'  I'lilteiieyV  i)ii)iul>Ii'  a|»|K?alH  to  W-nvw  tu  lonitol  his  toiii|K.'r  \ver<  nlniMst  jiadietic. 
Sec  «}i«|ifcwlly  ruUvue^'ti  leUer  uf  Nuv.  17 tli,  1741,  iu  '  Letiur>>  U*  au  Hoiifsl  Sailur.' 

■  The  convoy,  coneisting  of  the  OrreMwidkt  50,  JSf.  Albaitt,  SO,  and  For,  20,  with 
trans|M>rt.s  (oiitiutiiii!^  ulxxit  two  tiiousaml  tDX'iMiy  reached  Jauudca  OD  JsDoary  16th, 
wiitiuut  Laving  »iglit««i  MiicheUV  iH|UMlruu. 
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object  of  sug^estinp  to  the  enemy  that  he  was  couteiuplatiufj  a  new 
attack  upon  that  place.  Sir  Chaloner  Of,'le,  who  had  hcvn  left  h*  hitul 
at  Jamaica  to  brin^^  on  the  ninin  lK>cly  of  the  expediliuiiai  v  tnices, 
was  not  able  to  sail  until  the  middle  of  March,  1742.  On  the  ioth 
of  that  month,  he  rejoined  the  Yice-Admiral,  and  the  fleet '  then 
lUttde  the  best  of  its  way  to  its  destination. 

The  Experiment  and  Triton  had  been  directed  to  make  rendezvous 
with  the  fleet  off  the  Baatimentoe  Islands,  in  what  i»  now  called  the 
Golf  of  San  Bias.  On  Mandi  '2(ith.  Vernon  detOCbed  the  MontaffU, 
Captain  William  Chambern,  to  \<M)k  for  those  vessels,  ami  tn  order 
them,  in  case  they  should  be  fallen  in  with,  to  join  a  (i*  lachment 
which  wa*^  to  land  a  ixKly  of  troops  at  Nombie  '1*  \)u,>.  at  the 
head  of  tlie  gxill  of  San  Jilas.^  The  flct-t  Kif,'hted  land  near  the 
Bastimentos  on  March  28th,  but,  seeing  nothing  of  the  Experiment 
and  Triton,  paened  on  to  Puerto  Bello,  and,  entering  the  harbour 
in  tine  of  battle,  dropped  anchor  there  before  nightfall,  without  any 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Governor,  who  fled  with  such 
troops  as  he  had. 

TiOwther's  report,  received  when  the  fleet  wn^  sit  Puertf)  Ji<*!!o,  bad 
the  elTect  of  convincing.'  frfnoni!  W<  ntworth  that  the  design  agamst 
i'anama  was  nupia<  tir;ilil(  ;  \(  t  Wcntworth  was  so  lacking  in  tiict 
that,  instead  of  commtmicalnig  his  decision  directly  to  Vernon,  he 
mentioned  it  casually  to  Governor  Trelaw  ney,  the  result  being  that 
Vernon's  first  intimation  that  the  expedition  was  destined  to  be  a 
failure  was  conveyed  to  him  in  the  form  of  a  private  request  from 
Trelawncy  for  a  passage  back  to  .Jamaica.  Wentworth's  views  were 
formally  adopt<'d  at  a  cfmnoil  of  war  at  which  seven  nnlitar>'  oflicers 
wen;  prcs^tit,  and  \w.iv.  ratified  at  a  general  coiin«'iI  ciinip«^»sed  ftf 
three  military  and  two  navnl  olhcers.  \'ernon  atnl  <  L'le  formeii  tlic 
minority,  and  ctjukl  do  u(jlbmg  but  acquiesce,  altiiough  the  Vice- 
Admiral  was  s^ongly  of  opinion  that,  seeing  tltat  Panama  bud  in 
earlier  years  been  taken  from  across  the  isthmus  by  Sir  Henry 
Morgan  with  Ave  hundred  buccaneers,  it  might  be  taken  Rgain  by 
the  much  larger  forces  which  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  British 

'  //r.»//.r,  HO.  lia;;  of  Vcriioii,  Citmlo  .  taint,  ol"  Oyle,  Kent,  To,  0,/,„,/,  To, 

iVuratttrr,  tJO,  J/r^nrt,  fjO,  i'ork,  «iO,  Muntagu,  lio,  iU.  AibaHM,  50,  and  Umuuirit,  iiij, 
with  thnw  fii«Rlii[«n,  two  bo«p{t«l  »hi\m,  and  nbout  fort.T  ti«Di|MMtii.  <ii*v«niijr 
Trelitwney,  a«  a  (rolnnel,  wa«  witli  tlic  tri»i|is. 

*  Tliitt  Uiidibg  was  ucvur  dftictetL  I'lio  iixjieritttttU  »ui  Triton  rejuiried  tli«  Meet 
at  Puerto  Bdlu. 
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leaders  in  174'2.  The  tievt.  therefore,  quitted  Puerto  Bello  for 
Jamaica  on  April  Htd,  having'  ciTtH  tfrl  nnthinp.* 

Indeed,  the  only  important  advance  made  in  the  West  Indies  in 
the  coune  of  the  year  was  the  anndxation  and  settlement  of  Boatan 
Island,  in  the  bay  of  Hondaras,  by  an  expedition'  from  Jamaica 
convoyed  by  the  Lichfield,  50,  Captain  James  Cusack,  luid  the 
Baneliaf  sloop,  Commander  William  Lea.  Nor  is  it  astonishing 
that  so  little  was  done.  The  Admiral  and  the  General  were  on 
worse  term?;  th:in  ever,  and  their  quarrels  were  taken  ;ip  by  all 
around  them.  Even  O^'l*'  and  Tivlawiicy  fell  out.  So  Hranthilous 
a  state  of  thinjrs  was  tcniiiiiated,  after  it  had  endured  far  too  loiii^', 
by  the  arrival  at  Jamaica  on  September  23rd  of  the  Gthrailar,  2U, 
Captain  Thorpe  Fowke,  with  orders  fox  both  Vemon  and  Went- 
worth  to  return  to  England.  Vemon  sailed  in  the  Boyne,  80,  on 
October  18th,  leaving  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  in  command  of  the  station ; 
and  AVentwoith,  with  the  remnants  of  the  army,  departed  soon 
afterwards,  under  convoy  of  the  Defiance,  00,  Captain  Danid  Hore, 
and  the  Worcester,  00,  Captain  William  Cleland. 

In  thr  'Nfediterranean,  where  thoiv  li;id  been  scarcely  a  large 
enoufjh  naval  force  for  the  due  protecliun  of  trade,  and  for  the  due 
obHervatioii  of  the  declared  and  the  suspected  enemies  ot  Great 
Britain,  Vice-Admiral  Nicholas  Haddock  had  been  joined,  in 
February,  1742,  by  a  considerable  reinforcrasent  under  Commodore 
Bichard  Lestock  (2),  who,  on  March  13th  following,  was  promoted 
to  be  Rear-Admiral  of  the  White.'  According  to  Chamock,  Lestock, 
during  this  period,  "exhibited  some  proofs  of  that  impatient  temper 
and  improper  professional  pride  which,  afterwards  becoming  infinitely 
more  appareiit,  cannot  but  bp  rnndeinned  e\eii  h\  those  wlio  are  so 
warmly  attached  to  him  as  to  insist  that  no  part  of  his  conduct  was 
ever  injurious  or  prejudicial  to  the  cause  and  interests  of  his  native 
coiuitry."'*  Haddock,  owing  to  ill-liealth,  had  to  resign  his 
command  and  return  to  England ;  ^  and,  pending  the  arrival  in  the 
Afediterranean  of  his  snceessor,  Lestock  officiated  as  commander-in- 
chief.   Lestock  acted  with  some  energy  against  the  enemy,  whom 

'  The  UrUish  truisjc-rs  were,  liowever,  very  suLges.-luJ,  will  be  seen  io  tiie  next 
chapter. 

•  Wliich  reacliid  Itoatnu  on  August  2;)rd. 

'  He  wa»  furtber  advauotxl  tv  \nt  R«iar  uf  the  Ited,  on  August  Uth,  1713,  auii  Vtco 
of  th«  Wbitai  on  DMcmber  7tb,  1743. 

•  *Bio}?.  N»v.'  iii.  340. 

•  Which  he  reachtHi  iu  the  JMxtU;  10,  uu  May  2Ulh,  1742. 
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he  obliged  to  postpouL'  intnnidi  t  iuhaikiition  of  troops;  but,  on 
the  other  haud,  he  again  ullowefl  hm  uiiiortunate  temper  to  get  the 
brtter  of  bim.  In  view  of  what  happcuod  at  a  later  date,  it  is 
desirable  to  reprint  here  from  Chamock'  an  order  and  certain  letters 
wbich  wiU  explain  not  only  Leatock's  peremptory  methods,  bat  also 
his  interpretation,  at  that  time,  of  some  <^  Uie  dnties  of  subordinate 
commanders  when  in  face  of  the  enemy. 

BKAR-AttittHAb  Lhtock  to  Oonxahoke  Jambs  Homrll,  or  the 
Ann  Ottllejft  niiBNiir. 

"Caittain  IIcMlsell:  Go  f..  t!i<   F^nor,  yo/tum,  J!oi/<if  luunuri/,  and  DfO'jon.* 

Tell  tii«m  I  aiu  the  c«utre  fruiu  w  lieuce  the  Uue  uf  battle  is  to  be  formad,  ami,  if  any 
•hip  or  abip*  eftniMt  get  into  tlwlr  itatioiM,  I  am  to  And  remedjr  for  that;  but  Umm 
who  c-in,  ni!')  do  not,  <;et  inti^  their  st  nfir.Tis  mr  l  lameAblp  ;  and  a  line  of  battle  is  not 
to  be  tnllfd  with  nor  inisuniit  i>.i<xxi.  Go  with  tiiis  yourself  to  tho  8cv«ral  capttuos, 
from,  Sir,  yoiir  most  bumble  servant,  Richard  Lestock.  ^V^Ktie,  at  sea.  April  14t1i, 
1742.  P.S.— An  eomiy  in  sight  would  not  admit  of  thia  deliiMratioa.** 

Caftaik  CoBTra  Babkct,  op  tbe  DngoHt  to  Rxab-Admibal  Lbstocr. 

I  thought  that  all  tbeahtpt  of  a  fl«et  or  aquadron  ware  to  aail  in  their  proper 

divisions.  1  have  heard  and  r«'  i  l  mI'  .livl>u,ns  ;_'ij:ting  late  into  th»-  1  tjc,  n<>t  in  time 
to  have  any  part  iu  the  action ;  but  never  knew  till  uow  that  it  wa»  niy  duty  U>  leave 
tbe  flag,  or  officer  repfc^ehlitig  one,  in  whoMdiviaion  I  am,  vitbout  a  pnticular  order 
or  p:;:ri:d.    \  t)irn  f.>rt  ki     my  si  iri  .n  in  tbe  diTiaioDt  tiot  with  a  dealga  to  trifle  with 

the  line  of  battle.    I  am,  etc.,  C.  Bamet." 

RKAR-ADttiRAii  LBnocK  TO  Cattaix  Citrtib  Barxbt. 

"  1  liavc  your  letter  of  the  lotli  inst.,  in  answer  to  mine  I  sent  you  and  several 
other  capUiuB  by  (JapUun  Uod«ell  on  the  14th  itiat.,  at  the  time  the  aigoal  was  out  for 
the  line  of  battle  abreast  of  each  cither.  Your  not  getting  into  line  when  ym  couW 
haved.iiif  it,  ^.-  ivf  mo  thitt  l.y  thf  fii«->ljl]>. 

"  You  say  you  thought  tlmt  the  ship  of  a  Heet  or  atjiiadron  were  to  miil  in  their 
proper  diTistous;  and  yvu  have  heaid  and  read  of  diTiskina  geltii^  late  into  tbe  line, 
not  in  time  to  have  any  jMrt  i  f  the  action;  but  never  till  now  ki.cw  that  it  was  your 
duty  to  leave  the  flag,  or  ofiiccr  repremmting  one,  in  whotte  divitiiun  yuu  are,  without  a 
particular  order  or  signal. 

"Let  us  »u|'i>ose  that  you  nn-  iti  n  ilivi-iiMi,  uini  that  a  i<ii;;nal  for  the  line  r.f  V  ittle 
is  made;  aud  that  the  cuiumauduig  Hbip  ot  tiiat  division,  by  bad  tKtiltug,  o>ul<i  not 
get  into  tbe  line,  though  all  the  rest  of  the  aquadran  could  have  got  into  the  line,  but 
did  not.    That  division  makes  one-fhird  of  the  fi<|iiadn)n. 

"Now:  i*  it  your  duty  to  sec  twi>-ihir<ls  uf  the  i-quadron  nucriliced  (.>  tlie  ent-my, 
when  you  could,  but  <iid  not,  join  in  the  battle?  Au  aduiiral,  in  h\u\\  a  ca.se,  wuuld 
Mther  leave  the  bad  sailing  ship  for  one  tiiat  could  get  into  the  action,  or  would  send 


'  *liio<».  Xav.'  iv.  213  rt  »r'/.  Cliarinx.k  sayx :  "Mr.  LeMink  appears  in  his 
TCbemMlCC  of  ra^ie  to  liavc  l>ocn  puilty  of  a  few  literary  omii^^ions  jiiid  miivtakes  which 
we  bare  supplied  and  corrected.'"  The  present  i-<litor  luia  adopted  some  of  Cbamock's 
emendations  and  made  others,  chiefly  with  res|>i-<'t  tii  punctuation. 

■  Tbe  Dn^,  00,  Gsptaio  Curtia  Bamet. 
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T'.Mi       },  •.i.lcrv  as  s|  \i\  jnfilify  you  at  a  ci  urt-Tii.irtial  for  not  coiniiip  iiito  ilii'  ;ii  rinii 

when  you  coukl  hav«  Utiue  it.  Captain  Kowley,'  indeed,  hats  not  the  piiwcr  either  U> 
khift  hi*  «hitN  or  to  stop  jrou  with  him. 

"  Slips  ;ui  account  would  tell  but  ill  f  i  Liiu'  country  after  tlip  !n'!<i  of  a  h  ittle.  But 
I  \\o]m  such  a  thttig  can  uever  hapijen  t>>  ai)  Eugliitbmau ;  and  tho  puuishtnent  intlict«d 
on  a  breach  of  the  12tb  article  of  the  Statute  of  Charles  the  Seooid  upon  tbo«e  who 
withdraw,  or  keep  lack,  or  do  not  couie  into  the  fight  and  engage,  would  be  what 
must  follow  in  !>uch  a  cai«e. 

"8o  I  will  say  no  more  of  trifling  nor  ni)Kunilen*tan<lin^  of  a  line  of  battle :  a«4 
these  are,  and  must  hf,  the  conRe(pience>  >>f  a  not.  trit)iii(;  want  of  duty  in  the  weighing 
of  circumstances  in  ki^mia!  to  battle:  for  that  i»  the  cause  why  lines  are  forinenL' 

"  The  13th  article  ■  i  tli'-  I'ighiins  Instructions'  leans  that  way  also.  So,  having,  I 
think,  answered  your  l<  tt,  r.  1  am.  Sir,  your  most  humUe  servant,  Richard  Leatflck. 
Neptune^  &l  sesk.    Apnl  itjtii,  1742.  ' 


"Sir, — As  you  have  given  ynir$i>lf  liie  trouble  to  answer  the  letter  I  thought 
necessary' to  write  in  excnae  for  my  continuing  in  my  station  in  the  diTlaion  of  which 

I  am,  when  you  made  the  signal  for  the  litie  l^atfle  abreast,  and  in  it  are  please^l  U) 
say :  '  la  it  your  duty  to  see  two-thirds  of  the  squadruu  sacriliced  to  the  enemy,  when 
you  could,  and  did  not,  join  in  the  battle?*  I  answer  that  I  should  readily  concur 

in  punieliin^;  rifjidly  any  man  who  i  ■•uLI,  :\:m1  <li.l  iir.t.  yAw  in  (ho  brittle.  But,  a-  t!ic 
commanders  of  divisions  will^  J  jmagiue,  always  expect  that  the  captains,  in  their 
respeeUve  divisions,  should,  in  anything  like  the  late  caae,  take  directions  from  then, 
an  ),  n<  we  are  to  »up|iose  every  olhcer  of  that  r!is;itii'i:(»u  neither  wanting  in  zeal  or 
ca|«acity,  I  can  make  no  doubt  tlmt  such  orders  wotild  he  iuim«iiately  given  aa  would 
be  most  essential  for  bis  Majesty'a  serii'ioet  and  that  a  ttignal  or  onier  might  be 
oxprffcd  for  the  ^bips  to  make  sail  intn  t'lc  !iiie  if  the  rr,!!ni>:iiiib'r  i  f  the  diviKir.n 
could  not  get.up  with  his  own  ship,  and  <it.l  nul  ituuk  |»rojR'r  to  remove  into  another. 
Without  such  an  order  or  a  projier  signal,  I  could  not  in  my  conscience  condemn  any 
man  for  reinnttiiTi!:  with  his  division,  or  think  that  lie  (v.l  ui  .Ut  iIk-  J2th  ar'if  Ic  f  the 
Statute  of  Lhinle.*  the  Second,  or  the  13th  of  the  i  ighu:!;^  Instructions  ;  loi  ^  man  in 
bU  station  cannot  be  said  to  withdraw,  kei  p  hack,  or  not  use  bis  eudcnvours  to  enj^age 
the  enemy  in  llie  order  the  admiral  has  ]>rrf>cribed.  In  tjiis  manner  I  should  judge, 
were  I  to  sit  at  a  coiut-martial  on  »uch  an  occasion;  but  in  thiti  manner  shall  no 
longer  art,  v  you  have  been  pleased  to  tell  me  Captain  Howley  baa  not  the  power 
to  shift  bis  i^liip  or  >top  me. 

"1  presume  there  are  instances  both  of  whole  divitt'ions  going  down  to  the  enemy 
too  soon,  BUd  of  coming  in  ''o  late  as  to  have  no  jxirt  in  the  action  ;  but  I  never  heard 
that  the  private  captains  who  kepi  their  stations  in  those  divisiuQs  full  utnier  the  least 
censure ;  and,  &»  I  was  neither  called  nor  sent  from  the  division  by  order  or  signal,  I 
had  no  ai^ehension  of  being  blameable. 


'  Afti  rw  inl^  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  Sir  William  Howk-y ;  then  senior  ollicer  of 
Bamet'is  divisiuu.  Lestock  meant  that,  us  there  was  no  (lag-iMricor  of  the  division, 
there  was  no  jKissible  question  as  to  what  was  Bamet's  duty. 

'  I.e.,  "  After  all,  I  will  not  apeak  of  this  as  trifling,  for  it  is  far  too  light  a  word  to 
apply  to  so  serious  a  suitject." 

*  "  As  soon  aa  the  Admiral  shall  hoist  a  red  llag  on  the  ilagstaf)'  at  the  fore-topmast 
head,  and  lire  a  goo,  evety  ship  in  tlie  fleet  is  to  use  their  utmost  endeavour  to  engage 
the  enemy,  in  the  order  the  Admiral  has  prescribed  unto  them.** 


Captain  Ccnna  Bahxst  to  KiCAnrADViRAi.  Lestock. 


■•  Ih-ngrm,  April  IClb,  1742. 
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"  With  regard  to  what  yon  are  )il«ii«ed  to  my  of  seeing  the  Hquadron  Mcrifioed  to 

the  enemy,  that  cain^.^t  !i;i[ipi  h  w  l/iN-  s  •  m,  s;[,  ,  ( .mmand  it,  wlio  will  j.wvv  •^'iiJmw  u 
tu  the  «uetuy  in  aa  impro^icr  uiutitier,  witli  iiK^ie  «uil  iLaa  the  prinQi|xil  shi^tH  of  the 
litw  can  keep  yon  coni]Mny.  .  . 

Lestock  iiiul,  uudoubtedly,  hojjed  to  be  continued  as  comiiiauder- 
in-chief  in  the  Meditenaueaii ;  but  Vice-Admirftl  Thomas  Mathews 
(B.)  *  was  appointed  to  that  post  on  March  25th»  1742,  and,  having 
hoisted  his  flag  in  the  Namur^  90,  sailed  on  April  16th,'  and  arrived 

at  Gibraltar  on  May  7th.  Lestock  was  hurt,  and  ho  is  said  to  liave 
fooUshly  showed  his  rt'sentuKMit  by  nef^lectiii^f  in  ol>ey  instructions 
to  send  a  frigate  to  meet  Mathews.  For  tins  supposed  omisRioii 
Mathews  pnhhcly  re]innianded  Tjestock  as  soon  as  the  two  llug- 
ofticers  met. '  From  that  moment  the  junior  seems  to  have  regarded 
his  senior  with  scaxcely -disguised  hostility. 

Mathews  was  a  good  officer,  as  strict  in  obeying  as  he  was  in 
enforcing  discipline,  and  a  jealous,  yet  not  intemperate,  believer  in 
the  dignity  of  the  great  position  to  which  he  had  been  called  by  his 
couutrj'.  He  was,  moreover,  a  highly  honourable  man,  o£  Con- 
spicuous gallantry.  Lestock,  oti  the  other  hund,  was  ever  more 
ready  to  enforce  than  to  ol>ey  the  laws  of  discipline.  In  ]\\^  eves, 
his  own  per.>>un  was  fully  as  dignified  as  any  rank  or  place  with 
which  his  country  could  invest  him.  "  Unconcihating  in  his 
inanners,  austere  when  in  comiuaud,  restless  when  in  a  subordinate 
station,  he  had,**  says  Charuock,  "  fewer  friends  than  fell  to  the  lot 
of  most  men,  and  that  number,  which  was  gradually  diminishing, 
his  behaviour  never  ;ipj>eared  of  a  natun^  to  recruit."  His  courage 
has  not  been  questione<l.  but  his  abilities,  which  were  considerable, 
were  contracted  nn<l  fH  iitntliscd  by  a  pettv  i!((>!unii'<iH  of  spirit  nnd 
sninllness  of  view  that  [irtAisnted  him  from  evci  t  ( niinniiulini^  t  itln-r 
cunhdence  or  reiipect.  That  MathewH  disliked  Lestock  catiuut  be 
gainsaid.*   AlmoRt  even-  naval  officer  of  the  day  disliked  Lestock. 

*  TlioiuiiJt  Mathvws}  Loiu,  l»i7G ;  ati*taiu,  17«>3;  touk  the  JJim  Aime,  -ii,  iu  1707, 
and  tlM  Oloiiewc,  44,  ia  1709;  euiniiiaiuled  the  Aeitt  at  Cape  FoasaiOk  in  1718; 

C"i;inii-.itiiier  at  Cluitliain,  1T;5<) ;  Vi>  c-Adminil  ifKl  r>ttiiT:KUi(lfr-iri-Chief  in  the 
Mt'ditfiiatieiUJ,  1742 ;  Ai.iiuiral,  I7i;) ;  f>'ii;:hl  a  spinted  but  |iaitiai  action  off  Toulun, 
1744  ;  ilit^mitaed  (be  mrvice,  m^;  died,  1751. 

*  In  coiii|>iiiiy  with  the  J'ritnr»n  Caroltin,  HO,  .Vor/'uM-,  80,  and  Hed/ui-J,  7o. 

*  Lt'steitk  allej^wi  that  he  liad  feul  :i  frigate,  wliich  IumI  failed  to  fall  m  with 
Mathcwn.  It  in  admitted  that,  in  this  inxtaiK  e,  no  matter  what  were  the  facte  U  to 
tke  frigate,  the  Vice- Admiral  liehavitl  with  somewhat  unnecessary  wanutli. 

*  A\'h«u  lie  acccpt4.-d  hi»  axipoiutmcitt,  he  stijiuLitcd  that  Lestock  should  he  speedily 
recalled,  but  Hm  stipulatioo  waa  afterwanla  either  forgiotteD  «r  mieiuMientood.— 
Beataoo,  i.  158. 
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But  Mathcw8  wa8  tho  last  man  in  the  world  to  allow  his  private 

dislikes  to  interfere  with  his  duty. 

The  Vico-Admirnl  tnct  the  lieai-Aihiiinil  and  pnrt  of  the  fleet  at 
Villa  Pranca  on  M;iy  llih.  Hf  at  onco  instituted  a  strict  w  atching 
blockade  of  Toulon,  where  a  Spunisli,  as  well  us  a  French  force,  lay. 
This  blockade  was  luHiutaiueii  chielly  hy  the  division  of  Lestock, 
wliose  hrndqaartera  were  off  HyineB,  while  Mathews  himself 
remained  in  xeaenre  at  Villa  Franca»  ready  to  Bail  upon  the  receipt 
of  news  that  the  enemy  was  at  sea.  In  June,  five  Spanish  galleys, 
which  wwe  to  have  escorted  some  Spanish  troope  to  Italy,  and 
which  w  t  ic  laden  with  aniniunition  and  stores,  ventured  to  quit  the 
shelter  of  Fort  St c.  Mai;^uerite,  and  crept  round  under  the  coast  as 
far  as-  the  Gulf  of  St.  Tropez.  Captain  Harry  Norn's,  of  the 
Kiuystun,  <)(».  with  a  small  ik'tachniont,  lilockuilrii  tlu  ii)  there,  and 
when,  although  llicy  were  in  a  neutral  port,  they  hrti*i  on  him,  he 
effected  their  destruction.'  Other  Spauish  vessels  were  destroyed  at 
PalamoB,  Mataro,  and  elsewhere. 

In  July,  1742,  the  Vice-Admiral,  who  had  intelligence  that  the 
King  of  Sicily  had  disintched  a  body  of  troops  to  the  assistance  ol 
the  Spaniards  in  It  il>  ,  ordered  Commodore  William  Mai-tin,  with  a 
email  squadron,'  to  Naples,  to  etidenvonr  to  induce  the  King  to 
withdraw  his  forcps,  an<l  to  adhere  to  a  tlt  (  laration  of  neutrality. 
Should  tlui  King  rd'tise,  Martin  was  to  Imiiilianl  tlie  city.  The 
squadron  iirrivni,  ami  anchored  in  the  I'ay  on  August  i'.ltli;  and 
Martin  sent  ashore  t'onunander  dc  I'Augie  with  ait  uilmiatuni,  and 
a  demand  for  an  answer  in  ha]f-an>hour,  unless,  indeed,  the  King 
could  not  be  reached  within  that  time.  After  very  little  delay,  the 
teqnixed  assurance  was  given  on  the  20th,  and  the  squadron  there- 
upon departed,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  Neapolitans.  The  incident, 
most  creditahly  managed  hy  Martin,  would,  perhaps,  have  had 
comparatively  little  importance,  had  not  the  same  prince  wlio,  ni 
1742,  was  King  of  Sicil\ ,  horome,  in  17aO.  7\ing  Carlos  ili.  of 
Spain.  He  tln  ii  n  nu  inhcn  il  a^ainnt  (ii<  at  J^ritain  the  coercion 
■which  liatl  Ikic'ii  employed  against  liiia  hy  the  Commodore,  and, 
towards  tho  end  of  the  St«ven  Years'  War,  and  during  the  War  of 

'  For  details  of  thi«,  8e<!  next  clmiiler. 

*  Tptwirh,  70,  Commodore  William  Martin,  Panther,  50,  Captaio  Solomon  Qideon, 
Oxford,  'tO,  Captain  Lonl  Harry  I'owliit,  Firrrflium,  40,  Cai>taiii  Hicliard  Hu;;li«s  (2), 
Ihirtley  Oallej/,  20,  Coiumauder  Merrick  do  rAiigie;  aod  the  boiub«,  C'aictut,  8, 
lAmL  Jolin  Bowdkir,  SaJaatandi'r^  B,  Lieut.  John  PbillipwM^  aod  2tor»We,  8,  Lieut, 
the  Hod.  Q«oige  Edgcumbe;  beside*  four  tenden. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1743.] 


ATTACK  O.V  LA  GUAi  JiA. 


85 


American  lievolutioii,  never  ceased  to  do  all  that  lay  in  bis  power  to 
ruin  the  luival  Tiii<^lit  which  had  thus  humiliated  him. 

C"()inmo(i(uc  IMarliii  rejoined  the  flnpf,  and  was  soon  attcruiuds 
again  deuiched  to  destroy  certuin  btoitbonses  and  magazints  nt 
Alassio,  iu  the  territory  of  the  republic  of  Genoa.  These,  winch 
were  known  to  be  destined  for  the  vm  of  the  Spaniards,  were  ^1  set 
on  fire  by  a  landing-party  from  tbe  ships.  ■ 

In  1743,  tbe  blockade  of  Toulon  was  continned,  and  Admiral 
Mathews,  as  before,  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  bindw  the 
operations  of  tbe  Spaniards  in  the  Italian  peninsula,  and  the  trans- 
mission thither  of  storey  and  reiiiforccmo?it'^  from  Spaiti.  Bnt  the 
transactions  on  the  station  were  not  of  sutiicieiil  importance  to 
deserve  description  iu  this  chapter.  They  are,  therefore,  relegated 
to  the  next. 

One  of  the  first  actions  of  Sir  Cbaloner  Ogle  (1)  ^  aitet  be  bad*  as 
has  been  seen,  been  left  as  oommander-in-cbief  in  tbe  West  Indies, 
upon  Vernon's  recall,  was  to  organise  an  expedition  against  the 
Spanish  settlements  at  La  Guayra  and  Puerto  GiUidlo,  on  the  coast 

of  Caracas,  in  what  is  now  Venezuela.  These  were  reported  to  be 
almost  defcnccIe^H,  nnd  to  he  at  the  mercy  of  the  fleet.  Oyle 
entrusted  the  coiHliict  of  tlic  expedition  to  Captain  Charles  Knowies, 
in  the  Suffolk,  70,  ami  gave  him  directions  to  proceed  lirst  to 
Antigua,  there  to  take  nnder  his  axdem  such  additional  vessels  as 
oonld  be  spared,  and  to  embark  a  certain  number  of  troops. 
Knowles  caiTied  out  these  instructions,  and  on  February  12th,  1743, 
sailed  for  La  Guayra.  After  touching  at  St.  Christopher,  be  arrived 
off  bis  port  of  destination  on  the  18th. 

It  in  (juite  true  that  -wlu-n  O^'le  first  contemplated  the  dcsf-rnt 
upon  till'  coast  of  Caracas,  La  Guayrn  was  almost  di  tVnct'less. 
Unfortunately,  the  Admiral  suffered  bin  projects*  to  btcumo  known, 
and  tbe  Spanish  governor  of  the  place,  with  great  promptitude  and 
vigour,  thereupon  set  himself  to  work  to  repair  tbe  fortifications,  to 
build  new  ones,  to  raise  extra  forces,  and  to  obtain  fresh  supplies  of 
ammunition.' 

When,  consequently,  on  February  18th,  the  squadron  began  tbe 
attack  at  about  midday,  a  warm  and  formidable  opposition  was  met 
<  rn  mntrri  fr>  he  Via -  Alhiiini]  of  tbe  Red  Oil  Atigutt  9th,  and  Tic«-Adiniral  of  the 

\\  iiit«i  ou  Dfceinber  7th,  174.$. 

"  Some  of  thi»  untDunitioa  wu  olitoined  from  the  I>uU:h  GoTeraor  of  Cunifoa, 
wlio,  l>y  hftiidiug  it  ovrr,  rnminittfld  SO  unwarrantable  tireach  of  tb«  Dutch  under' 
»uuding  with  Great  hri(aiii. 
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with.  Thorp  wmk  n  Hweli  whicli  pivn'JMitffl  the  vessels  from 
appruiicliing  within  ahdiit  a  inik;  tioin  tlic  torts,  uiid  tlic  hiiiihn^'  of 
the  troops  was  fouml  lo  Ix*  impracticuMe.  Yt-t,  ultliou^^h  an  iilleinpt 
to  bum  the  ehippiug  in  harbour,  by  means  of  anued  boat8,  failed  as 
a  result  of  confusion  of  orders^  and  although  the  shipe  sufiiBared  badly, 
it  looked,  at  4  o'clock  p.ic.,  aa  if  the  fire  of  the  batterieB  was  about 
to  be  silenced.  But  at  that  hour,  a  chance  shot  cut  the  cable  of  the 
Burford.  which  was  anchored  at  the  lir;u1  of  tin-  BritiKli  hue.  The 
littrford  drove  on  Ijoard  the  Norwich,  and  forced  hoth  her  and  the 
Elthain  out  of  station,  the  three  ve«selH  driftintr  nhiiost  helplessly  to 
leeward.  This  re-encourai;* d  the  eiioniy.  and  althoufjh,  up  to 
nightfall,  the  attack  was  pluckily  cuntnunMl.  the  British,  after  the 
accident,  had  much  the  worse  of  the  eucouuLtr,  ami  were  ultimately 
obliged  to  draw  off.  La  Gtiayra  was  severely  damaged  ;  a  magazine 
was  blown  up  by  a  shell  from  the  Cometh  and  about  seven  hundred 
Spaniards  were  killed  and  wounded.  Yet,  in  spite  of  the  gallantry 
of  the  assailants,  the  day  ended  with  their  decisive  repulse.  The 
composition  of  Knowlea's  squadron,  and  tlie  damage  and  loss 
sustained  by  each  ship,  are  shown  in  the  following  table  -.^ 


il 
4 

J_ 

i 

a 

^1 

s 

K 

tittffulk. 

To 

Capi.  CliJirles  Kimwiin  . 

517 

380 

;to 

80 

Bur/ord  . 

70 

n    f  ntoUin  Lu!<)iiii<;iim  .  . 

r.\ 

380 

24 

50 

AorwiA  . 

50 

„    ThoWM  Grc<;or\  (1)   .  . 

7 

250 

1 

11 

Ad'-iri  . 

;iit 

„    Elliot  Siiiitli     .    ,     ,  . 

10 

2oO 

7 

I'l 

AtuhUlun  . 

M 

„     Sinilh  Cailis  .... 

11 

12 

71 

hi  (ham 

iO 

„     111' ii. lid  Watkiiis  (i»ctiti;4 '. 

w 

210 

14 

55 

Livfltf  . 
Seanonmgh 

„    lleury  Stewart  ^actiiig^  . 
Comiiuind«r  Luclilin  Leslie  .  . 

10 

120 

24 

3 

120 

2 

OlUr  .  . 

14 

„        Joha  Gigs  .    .  . 

y 

46 

*  * 

8 

40 

t  Sbiitli>tlMbaU<a^M«lnclikM. 


Captain  Lushington,  of  the  Uurfordf  a  most  excellent  officer,  was 
mortally  wounded  by  a  chain-shot,  which  carried  off  one  of  his  legs 
at  the  thigh.  He  died  at  Cuiagoa  on  February  23rd,  two  hours 
after  he  bad  been  landed  there.     The  Btirford,  El  thaw,  and 

Assistancr,  were  almost  completely  disabled;  the  tlai^^hip  had 
fourteen  '^nn'^  disitmunfed  ;  and  the  squadron,  as  a  whole,  was,  for 
the  moment,  unserviceable.  It,  therefore,  proceeded  to  Cara9oa 
to  relit. 
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As  woo  as  lie  hud  ratted,  and  had  supplenMnted  bis  xathor 
redaced  forces  by  takiDg  on  board  a  few  Dutch  volunteers,  Captain 
Knowies,  in  pursuance  of  the  Connnander-in-Chief's  design,  turned 
his  nttentifni  to  Puerto  CabellfK  He  d  tm  Marcli  *2(Hb.  hut, 
owing  To  ;i  vtn)ii<:  Ice  current.  ei>uld  not  anchor  in  the  neigh bouxhood 
of  bis  destination  until  Apni  loth. 

Puerto  Cabello  was  even  better  prepared  to  xeceive  bim  tban  Iia 
Guayra  bad  been.  Tbere  were  in  tbe  place  tbree  hundred  xegnlar 
troops,  twelve  hundred  seamen  belonging  to  tbe  vessels  in  port,  and 
a  large  body  of  negroes  and  Indians.  Tlie  Spaniards  had  hauled  all 
their  Binaller  craft  up  to  the  head  of  the  harbour  out  of  gunshot,  and 
had  moored  n  ship  of  sixty,  and  nnnthrr  of  forty  jjuns.  in  good 
defcnsiYti  positions,  while  they  haui  j)lar(  li  a  lai  <,'f  vesHel  n  ady  for 
sinknig  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  Isewly-erected  fascine 
batteries  flanked  the  entrance,  and  two  more,  one  mounting  twelve, 
and  the  other  seven  guns,  occupied  a  low  point  called  Funta  Brava. 
These  last,  in  tbe  opinion  of  Knowies,  were  ill-placed,  and  might  be 
easily  taken,  and  then  en^loyed  against  the  fortress  itself.  He 
therefore,  after  having  held  a  council  of  war,  ordered  in  the  Lively 
nnd  FAtham,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  ItJth,  to  cannonade  the  Punta 
Brava  works,  and  prepared  a  lnnding-party,  ronnistinj;  of  Pnlzell's 
re^niia  nt,  all  the  Marines  of  the  squadron,  and  four  hundred  seamen,' 
which,  as  soon  as  the  bulterieH  tdiould  be  Bileuced,  was  to  storm 
fbem,  while  the  Asnttatue  lay  anchored  within'  pistol-shot  of  the 
shore  to  cover  a  retreat,  should  one  be  necessary. 

The  Lively  and  Eltham  effected  their  part  of  the  work  by  about 
sunset.  All  firing  then  oeast  d.  As  it  irrew  dark  the  stonuing-parly 
landed,  and  began  to  march  along  the  l)each  towards  the  batteries, 
Knowlps  accompanying  the  adxaiicc  in  his  galley.  Jnst  lx»f(»re 
11  IKM.  tht!  lurumost  troop  sei/.ed  oiu  of  the  batteries;  but,  at  that 
moment,  the  Spaniards,  being  alarmed,  l>egau  to  fire  from  the  other 
works,  and,  to  the  mortification  of  the  British  leaders,  so  blind  a 
panic  seised  Ihe  men  that  th^  retired  pell-mell  in  the  most  absolute 
confusion,  and  did  not  regain  their  sdf-posseseion  until  they  were 
once  more  on  board  the  ships. 

After  this  disgraceful  repulnt .  another  council  of  war  was  held  on 
April  and.  in  ])n!-snance  ol  tlie  reKolntioirs  \}\vn  come  to,  a 

general  attack  from  seaward  was  made  upon  tlio  place  on  the 
morning  of  the  'J4th.  The  Asuif^f/iurr,  Liur/anl,  Suifolk,  and 
'  Tiie  whvlu  bt-iug  uuiier  .Major  i,iic!t»,  ol  JJakell's  IJvgiiueni. 
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Kvi  ii  icJt  \vt  le  told  off  to  hatter  the  niuiii  work,  and  the  Scar- 
borough, Linly,  aud  El t hum,  to  attack  the  fasciue  batteries  at  the 
entrance  of  the  bArbour.  Fife  was  op&aed  at  about  11  a.x.»  all  ^e 
ships  taking  op  their  stations  ^  as  well  as  they  possibly  could,  except 
the  Norwich^  which  apparently  hesitated  to  get  into  close  action. 
Seeiii<,'  this.  Knowles  very  promptly  sent  Captain  Heniy  Stewart 
(acting),  of  tlje  Lirt  h/.  to  supersede  Cnpt;un  Thomss  Gtegoiy,  who 
\va«  put  under  arrest.'"'  Thenceforward,  the  eiif^ii^enient  was  hotly 
maintained  until  the  close  of  day,  whr  ri  the  oiirtny'-;  fire  slackened, 
and  it  Ixjcauie  evident  that  liis  hattt  i  it  .s  ha<l  hulli  i  i  «i  severely.  He 
reopened  fire,  however,  aiier  dark,  and  so  badly  Uiauled  the  ships- 
some  of  which  bad,  by  that  time,  expended  nearly  all  their  ammuni- 
tion—that, soon  after  9  p.ic.,  Enowles  made  the  signal  to  cut  cables, 
and  drew  off  his  shattered  vessels. 

The  ships  actually  engaged  in  this  disastrous  affair  were,  saving 
the  Ath'ice,  Otter^  and  Comet,  the  same  as  had  been  engaged  at  La 
Guayra,  but  some  of  them  were  differently  commanded.  Captain 
I^irhnrd  Wsitkins  had  Iwen  promoted  fnnii  tlir  Eltham  to  the 
Hi/rfnnl.  fie  Lusliiii^ti  killofl  ;  Captain  I'liili))  Durell  (1)  had  suc- 
ceetieil  Captain  Walkuu-^  in  the  I'Jtham  ;  and,  alter  the  supersession 
of  Captain  Gregory,  Commander  John  Gage,  of  the  Otter,  assumed 
command  of  the  Lively,  The  loss  of  the  squadron  was  about  two 
hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  ships  refitted  under  shelter 
of  the  Keys  of  Barbarat,  and  were  there  rejoined  by  the  Adeiee, 
wliich  had  been  detached  on  scouting  duty  on  March  23rd.  On 
April  '28th  it  was  determined  that  the  force  was  no  longer  in  a  con- 
dition to  attempt  anything  more  against  the  enemy  ;  and.  after  an 
exchanf,'p  of  prisojiorM  lirul  been  carried  out,  the  sliipK  hi  longing  to 
the  Lcrwaril  Islaii<3s'  ^tation  '  returned  tliitlicr,  and  tlu- rr-.t  of  the 
si]uatiron  proceeded  to  Jamaica.  Captain  Knowles.  in  the  autumn, 
cruised  off  Maitinique,  aud,  soon  afterwards,  went  home  to 
England. 

Late  in  1743,  the  excited  condition  of  parties  in  England,  and 

'  111  this  tbey  were  impctled  by  the  sinking  of  the  Spanish  vessel  in  the  btrbour's 

month. 

*  He  w.is  liiJer  sent  to  Kngland  and  loiirt-mnrtiallr"!  at  S|iitli<.':i<l  lor  tiiisUliftvioiir, 
((.'.  M.  S<'|(f.  ITtli,  174:!.)  Thf  rourt  ili:*iiiissol  liiin  fium  tlic  NtTviti-;  but,  aft»  r  !i^tin- 
guinhini;  liiiiisfir  as  a  volunteer,  lie  w.io  rcstoruil  to  liiw  rank  Jis  from  Hov.  llilh,  1715. 
He  eniled  IiIn  life  in  :i  tliiel. 

*  Where  Coniinixlore  (l;»tcr  Vt<  e- Adiuiral  Sir)  Peter  Warren  ciminianded,  with  hia 
brojul'|H>iiii^l  in  the  Sufierbf,  GO. 
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the  widespread  disaatiBfaction  tbeie  at  the  manner  in  which  the 

interests  of  Great  Britain  had»  according  to  the  views  of  many,  been 
sacrificed  to  those  of  Hannover,  eneonrnf^ofl  France  to  take  up  an 
active,  instead  of  a  merely  hrncvdlcnt  atutude,  with  refen  iicn  to  the 
cause  of  Spain.*  France  was  furtlier  enconiTii/cd  in  tin  sjinie 
direction  by  the  growing  jealousy  with  wliu-h  the  ICmperor,  tho 
King  of  Prussia,  and  their  allies,  regaided  the  preteubious  of  Maria 
Therasia,  Qneen  of  Hungary,  and  by  the  results  of  the  secret 
negotiations  which  were  set  on  foot  at  Frankfurt*on«Main  with  the 
object  of  diecking  the  alleged  .ambitions  of  that  vety  able  princess. 
France,  therefore,  concluded  at  Fontainebleau  an  offensive  and 
defensive  family  alliance  with  Spain,  each  party  guaranteeing  the 
possessinns  and  claims  of  the  other,  and  agreeing  that  no  |>eace 
should  U'  LonL-huli  d  until  the  restoration  of  Gibraltar  by  Great 
Britain.  France  also  despatched  reuilorcenieuts  to  the  aid  oi  i'hilip 
in  Savoy ;  directed  M.  La  Bmyire  de  Court,  Lieutenant-GeiMral  <tf 
the  French  squadron  in  Toulon,  to  co-operate  witii  the  Spanish 
sqoadron  which,  under  Don  Jose  Navarro,  had  so  long  lain  blockaded 
there  by  Admiral  Mathews;  and,  early  in  1744,  sent  forth  from 
Brest  Lieutenant-Gencral  de  Boquefeuil,  with  nineteen  men-of-war/ 
to  crnise  in  the  Channel. 

Tile  objects  of  Fniiuo  were  luanifold.  Slic  desired,  firstly,  to 
expel  Great  Britauj  iioiii  the  Mediterranean,  and  then,  by  bonding 
her  owu  Mediterrauean  fleet  to  join  her  squadrous  iu  the  Chuimel, 
to  annihilate  British  sux>eriority  iu  those  waters  as  well :  die  hoped, 
next,  to  oblige  Great  Britain  to  recall  her  troops  from  the  Continent, 
and  to  desist  from  sttpporting  on  shore  the  cause  of  Maria  Thereaia: 
and,  finally,  she  looked  forward  to  fomenting'  revolution  in  Fiiigland, 
and  to  restoring  to  the  throne  the  exiled  family  of  Stuart,  by  mrans 
of  an  invasion  from  l)un(juerque. 

The  assumption  by  France  of  tins  adivtly  hosule  attitude  had 
the  happy  effect  of  pariiaily  calming  the  violence  of  parly  rage  iu 
Great  Britain.  Tha  command  of  the  Channel  Fleet'  was  given  to 
Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  John  Norris,  with  Vice-Admiral  Sir 
Charlra  Hardy  (1)  (B),  and  Bear>Admir8i  Willism  Martin  (B),  as  hia 

*  The  Treaty  of  Womw,  Septemher  1743,  tended  tngether  Great  Britiijn,  HoUand, 

Austria,  Saxony,  and  Suriiiiiia.     This  w.is  mr  {,  in  Octi>lH'r  174;t,  by  tlu'  Treaty  ©f 
Fraakfurt,  which  banded  together  Fnuicc,  Prussia,  Ue8«eii  Ca»»el,  and  the  Pfabs. 
'  TImm  -mvn  prewntly  joined  by  «om«  fnmi  Rocbefort. 

'  Tiii!)  i  reKcntly  included  twenty-fiva  ii]ii|M  of  50  gu&s  and  upwarda,  and  twenty- 
four  frigatev  and  snuUi  craft. 
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iiiinif"«liate  Bulxjrdinatcs.  NorriH  wishod  to  ^,'o  in  search  of  M.  de 
JiiKjueteuil,  but,  it  bein^'  tcaiiul  that  tl)(>  hitter  mij^ht  possibly  pass 
the  British  fleet  at  lught,  or  in  thick  weather,  and  so  get  to 
Duutjucrque,  where  a  French  army  was  awaiting  his  escort,  the 
Commander-in-Gbief  was  ordered  t<>  proceed  with  his  whole  Btrength 
to  the  Downs.  De  Boquefeuil  was  sighted  off  the  Eddystone  on 
Fehruaiy  3rd,  with,  it  would  appear,  sixteen  ships  of  fifty  guns  and 
upwards,  and  seven  frigates  and  smaller  craft.  A  little  later, 
believing  Nonis  to  have  taken  refug<-  m  Portsmouth,  he  detached 
five  vessels,  under  M.  de  Barrailh.  to  Donquexque,  and  himself 
anchored  off  Dunpreness  on  February  '24th. 

De  Barrailh  neents  to  have  passed  Norris  ia  the  night.  The 
latter,  learning  of  Do  lioqueteuii's  presence  to  the  westward, 
weighed,  and,  although  the  wind  was  contrary,  worked  up  towards 
him.  At  that  moment  the  poedtion  of  the  French  was  extremely 
precaiious.  But,  when  he  was  not  much  more  than  six  miles  from 
the  enemy,  Norris  was  obliged  by  the  tide,  which  made  strongly 
against  him,  to  anchor.  De  Koquefeuil  t1i>  rotipon  got  all  his  juu  hora 
apeak,  and,  as  soon  as  the  tide  hvX  in  his  favour,  ordered  his  ships 
to  weigh,  nnd  make  iti<lppendontly  for  Brest.  Many  of  the  captains 
were  too  appreliensi\c  lo  litiiially  c»bey  the  command.  Most  of  thera 
cut  or  slipped,  in  order  to  lose  as  little  time  as  possible;  and,  a 
strong  north-westerly  gale  spriugiiig  up,  they  went  ofif  at  a  great 
rate.  Hie  gale  increased  to  a  storm,  and  a  fog  supervened.  The 
French  reached  Brsst,  ship  by  ship,  in  a  more  or  less  crippled 
condition,  and  Norris,  hopeless  of  being  able  to  overtake  them,  and 
having  himself  suffereil  considerably,  returned  to  tlie  Downs,  and 
thence  despatched  his  three-decked  ships  to  Spithead,  where  they 
could  lie  in  grentt  r  safety  from  the  W( ntlu  r  ' 

In  th<*  nu;intiiiip,  the  Krcncli  tlotiUa  before  Dunquenjue  had 
expt  rieneetl  t\iv  full  tllectH  of  liw  storm  ;  and  several  transports  with 
troops  and  stores  on  hoard  had  foundered,  or  had  been  driven  ashore. 
When  news  arrived  of  the  flight  of  de  Uoquefeail,  de  Barrailh  also 
returned  to  Brest;  and,  there  b^og  no  longer  any  prospect  of  a 
successful  invasion  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  rest  of  the  French 
troops  were  diaembarked,  and  the  Toung  Pretender,  who  had  been 
with  them,  returned  to  Paris.  De  Boqueteuil  died  on  board  his 
flagship,  the  Superbe,  76,  on  March  Bth,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 

'  Sir  .Ji'liii  Norris  s«m.ii  jifivrwanU  Imiilcil  down  iiis  tlaj;  for  liie  IwSi  titue.  H«  WMt 
•tiitiieeiicd  ID  coiiuitaud  of  the  Ctianuel  Ficcl  by  Sir  Juliu  lialctii-it. 
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command  by  the  Chef  tl'Escaclre,  later  Vice-Admixal,  I'li  iu  t  di 
Camilly,  who  was  directtvl  to  guard  the  French  coasts  and  to  detach 
dc  Barrailh  to  cruise  otT  the  Scilly  Ishmds.  In  spite  of  the  nntrirp 
of  thesp  events,  war  was  not  formally  declared  by  France  until 
March  2Uth.^  A  counitii  -di  <  laratiou  was  returned  by  Great  Britain 
oil  the  31st  ''  of  the  same  month. 

Tbxt  outbreak  of  formal  liostilikieB  mabled  tJie  Britwh  Government 
to  request  HoUand,  under  the  etipulationa  of  the  treaty,  to  supply  a 
naval  force  to  cooperate  with  the  British  fleets.  The  Statea-Greneral 
had  already,  in  view  of  war,  equipped  some  shipe  of  forty-four  guns 
and  upwards;  and  they  presently  sent  these  and  others,  a  few  at 
a  time,  to  the  Downs,  under  Lieutenant-Admiral  Hendrik  Gnnc,  '  in 
the  Haarlem,  71.  Virt  - Adtiiiral  Willem  'T  Hooft.  in  the  Dunirecht, 
54.  Vice- A  fin  lira  1  ('oiti(li:i  Schrijver,  in  the  I  )<timaten,  04,  and 
Reai-Admiral  Jacob  licijnst,  in  the  Le'  lan  iiliuint,  54.  As  the 
uames  and  force  of  the  ships  are  wrongly  given  iu  all  Kuglish 
histories,  they  are  here  copied  from  De  Jonge : — * 

UaarieiHt  72,  JJordncht,  iH,  Damiatvit,  G4,  Ltruutuhorrt,  54,  lh:i/t,  iA,  Aueu- 
tM/t,9i,  Atfam,  54,  Beekvtiet,  64,  Owatm,  41.  Oud  Tijiingtn,  44,  Midddkurgf  O, 

Goudt-mk,  •!4,  lindeiode,  r)4,*  Tliolen,  (H,*  /Acrikzfe,  (;4,*  (ioe*^  64,*  Kaaied  «em 
UtiUmbiiky  oi,"  Itamhortt,  51,*  triH*  FriMo,  54,'*  i'rusicHd,  OL^ 

Vioe^Adtdtal  Sir  Charles  Hardy  (1)  CR)  was  sent  southward  with 
a  squadron  to  escort  the  trade  to  Lisbon  and  some  storeshipe  to 

Gibraltar;  Admiral  Sir  John  Balchen  and  Yice>Admiral  William 
Martin  (B)  cruised  with  a  fleet  in  the  Channel ;  and  Sir  John 
Balchen  8ul>se(juently  sailed  with  Martin  and  Vice-Admiral  James 
Stewnrt  (Ji)  *  to  release  Hardy's  convoy,  which  wtis  rpjmrtfd  to  have 
been  l/liH-krd  up  ni  the  Tii^rii'^  by  a  French  s4Uadf(*n.  A  small  force, 
uiuler  Connnodore  Cut  Us  liarnet,  was  also  despatched  to  the  Fast 
Indies ;  and  Vice-Adiuiral  Thomas  Davers  proceeded  to  the  West 
Indies  to  relieve  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle.  The  operations  of  these  officers 
will  be  followed  later.   First,  however,  some  attention  must  be 

'  By  orciiuaace  dated  March  15(h. 

*  By  proelftmation  dated  March  29th. 

'  r.«  Ml  llt'.itH>ii,  i.  IKt,  iitid  IltTvcy,  iv.  2r»7,  for  M.iiie  uiit  xjilaiiiwl  riMMHi,  this 
otlicer  "  AdtDtral  Baccart'tit,  or  Bacclierc)^!.*'  The  conliugeni  watt  ofliciaily  styled  iho 
Auxiliary  Squadron. 

«  'Nc'f  i  '.  7r,.\vczoii,'  iv.  18*.'. 

*  The.HC  did  uut  juio  until  late  iu  tha  yt-ar. 

*  Stowmrt,  Hardy,  and  Martin  were  m»t  prmaoied  to  the  rank*  hera  given  until 
June  23rd. 
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paid  to  the  work  of  the  Navy  in  the  Meditenaaean,  where  the 
earUest  fleet  action  of  the  war  was  f(>iii,'ht. 

Admiral  Thomas  Matliews,'  lit'in<^'  tlu  n  at  Turin,"  was  inlonued 
on  Deceniher  80th,  1743,  that  de  lu)(j[uefeuil  had  sailtnl  from  Brest. 
The  inteUigeuce  was  inconect,  hut  it  induced  him  to  suspect  that 
co-opexation  between  the  Brest  and  Toulon  squadrons  was  intended. 
He  therefore  sent  orders  to  Minorca  ihat  ail  ships  there  were  to  put 
to  sea  at  once.  A  little  later,  he  heard  that  M .  La  Bruytoe  de 
Court  and  Don  Jose  Navarro  purjioHod  to  quit  Toulon  together  on 
January  20th  ;  and,  hastening  to  Villa  Franca,  he  embarked  to  join 
Vice-Admiral  Lestock,  off  Hyires.   Upon  arriving  there  early  in 


January,  1744,  ho  found  himself  at  the  head  of  only  twenty  sail 
of  the  line,  four  of  which  mounted  hut  fifty  f,nuis  apiece  ;  but  on 
the  11th  he  was  reinforced  by  the  Eli:abtth,  70,  Bnukk,  70, 
Prineesa,  70,  and  Marlborough,  90 ;  on  February  3rd,  by  the 
Somerset,  60,  Warwick,  60,  and  Dragon,  60 ;  on  February  10th,  by 
the  Boyne,  80,  and  Chieheeter,  80,  which  had  been  sent  out  from 
England;  and  on  the  11th,  on  the  very  eve  of  the  battle,  by  the 
Royal  Oak,  70.  Tn  the  inter\al,  he  kept  bimsi  If  admitalvly  informed, 
by  means  of  his  frigates,  of  the  motions  and  designs  of  the  enemy. 

'  He  wasi-ronuitt*!  l.t  lit-  A.iiiiinil  of  tb«  White  by  the  ^.»r(//rol"  Fi  l.riiiiry  18tb,1744. 
^  Wlier«  he  bad  heeu  cuticerting  measurot  with  the  iiatdiuiaa  Govemmeut  for  the 
defence  of  the  Italikn  OMtts. 
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On  Februarj'  9th,  the  combined  fleet  appeared  under  sail  in  the 
outer  road  of  Toulon,  and  there  formed  a  line  of  battle.  Mathews 
had  already  unmoored  and  shortened  in  cable,  and  at  10  a.m.  he 
weighed,  the  wind  being  westerly.  Half  an  hour  afterwards,  he 
formed  his  line  of  battle  ahead,  and  then  plied  to  windward  between 
the  islands  and  the  mainland,  as  if  inviting  the  enemy  to  bear  down 
on  him.    At  night,  having  stationed  cruisers  to  watch  the  foe,  he 


fiin  WII.l.IAM  nOWLKY,  K.n.,  AKMIKAI.  OF  TIIK  KLKET. 

anchored  in  Hydres  Bay.  That  evening,  when  Vice-Admiral 
Lestock  visited  his  chief  on  board  the  Namur,  Mathews  seems  to 
have  received  him  coldly,  and  to  have  presently  desired  him  to 
return  to  his  own  ship. 

At  dawn  on  February  10th,  the  British  weighed  with  a  land 
breeze  ;  and  at  7  a.m.,  the  wind  being  from  E.  or  E.S.E.,*  Mathews 

*  At  that  time  the  allien  had,  or  n]i|>earcd  to  have,  a  wc8tcr1y  wind. 
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sij^nalled  for  his  fleet  to  draw  itito  line  of  battle  aliead  with  the  wind 
large,  and  for  Lestoek's  divi«inii  to  !c:id  with  the  starboard  tnrks 
on  board.  Jiotli  \  rju-A<lniiiiil  Le!>l»>ck  and  I vm -Admiral  "\A'illuim 
Rowley  repeated  the  signal,  but,  as  the  wind  was  very  li^ht,  and 
there  was  a  heavy  swell  from  the  westward,  there  was  mtich 
difficulty  in  getting  out  of  the  bay  in.  anything  like  the  prescribed 
order ;  and  for  some  hours  many  of  the  shipe  had  to  tow  with  their 
boats  in  order  to  keep  dear  of  one  another.  The  enemy  was  seen 
at  a  distance  of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  to  the  S.W.  At  1  P.M. 
MathewK  again  signalled  for  the  line  of  battle  ahead  ;  and  at  2  P.M. 
he  hoi'<ted  a  blue  flag  at  the  mizzcii-tf>piii?ist  and  fired  a  gun.' 

Hr  linm^dit  to ;  the  juninr  flag-oftircrs  icjHult  d  tlie  signal;  and  the 
whole  fleet  brought  to  with  the  laibuurd  lucks  on  board.  The  wind 
waa  then  so  light  as  to  be  almost  imperceptible,  and  the  swell  drove 
the  ships  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  island  of  IVKiucrolles.  But  at 
3  P.M.,  when  there  was  a  nearly  easterly  breeze,  Mathews  signalled 
for  the  line  of  battle  abreast,*  and  tiaen  stretched  with  his  division  to 
the  south-west,  Vicp- Admiral  Lestock  stretching  to  the  west,  and 
Rear-Admiral  Rowley  making  all  possible  sail  with  a  view  to 
extending  the  fleet  and  formiii*:;  line  of  battle.  Yet.  towards  evening, 
nifwt  of  the  ship.s  were  still  out  of  station  ;  KowJey's  division  was 
scatt+?red,  and  was  far  astern  of  Mathews  s ;  and  neither  Mathews's 
nor  Lestock's  division  was  iu  line.  The  allies,  on  the  contrary,  were 
in  admirable  order,  at  a  distance  of  between  four  and  five  miles, 
M.  de  Court  being  in  the  centre,  Gabaret  in  the  van,  and 
Don  Jose  Navarro  in  the  rear. 

Soon  after  nightfall,  Mathews  signalled  to  bring  to,  the  most 
windwardly  shijis  to  do  so  first  and  to  lie  by  with  their  larboard 
tacks  on  board.  The  fleet  accordingly  brought  to  close  to  tlie  nllies, 
and,  during  the  night,  lay  well  in  si<^dit  of  tlipin,  the  wind  varying 
in  the  rnstern  <|niirter.  The  A'>n(  / .  70,  uiid  W titrln  Isra ,  '2f1,  wore 
told  oil  U)  watch  thu  enemy,  and  tu  signal  inUilli;_:(  iiiLL'  as  to  any 
movement  on  his  part ;  but  these  ships  do  not  ai>pear  to  have 
observed  that,  after  the  moon  had  set,  the  allies  made  sail,  and  thus 

'  "  Wheu  tlic  fleet  is  sailiug  before  tb«  wind,  and  the  Admiral  would  liave  tbem 
bring  to  with  th«  Marbmid  twkfl  on  boud,  he  will  hoiat  a  red  Asf  «e  th«  fligstatf  on 
the  niizzeu-topinast  head,  and  fire  h  gun;  if  to  bring  to  with  flic  latlsoard  tack,  a  bluo 
dag  the  same  )>lace,  and  fire  a  gun ;  and  every  ship  is  to  answer  with  the  same 
ai^."— *8iminK  Inatniotion,*  ix. 

*  Hoisting  the  Union  Slid  »  penittnt  at  the  muzea-peak,  and  firii^  a  gnu. — 
'  Fighting  Lut.'  iL 
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increasfr'*]  their  distance  from  the  British,  who,  in  the  meantime,  hiul 
drifted  between  the  enemy  and  Touluti,  and  lay  with  Cape  Sicie 
about  twelve  miles  to  the  N.N.W.  At  dawn,  at  leust  nine  miles 
iutervened  between  the  headmost  and  tho  sternmost  ships  of 
Mathews's  command ;  and  the  vaiioas  divisioiiB  were  not  in  close 
order.  Neither  were  the  aUtes  as  well  stationed  as  M.  de  Court 
most  have  desired.  Not  more  than  six  miles,  however,  represented 
the  extreme  len«,'th  of  their  line. 

As  soon  as  he  realised  how  far  he  was  from  the  Admiral,  Lestock 
on  his-  own  responRilnlity  made  sail;  Init  when,  at  0.30  am., 
Matht'ws  (ink  red  t!ic  tleet  as  a  whole  to  do  tlic  like,  Lestock  was 
Htill  live  mileB  n.stern.  M.  de  roxirt  had  ahcady  si«jnalled  for  the 
liuc  of  battle  upon  a  wind ;  and  the  allies  ul  that  time,  iiuw  with 
thdr  topsails  and  now  with  their  foresails  set,  were  stretching  in 
fairly  good  order  to  the  southward.  The  British  followed,  but,  says 
Beatflon : — 

"As  the  r«ar  diviitiou  ww  at  »u  greal  a  dULaace  from  tbo  ueutre,  aiul  tlie  vaa  uol  ho 
close  M  it  khould  hsya  bmn,  th«  Admirtl,  at  7  JO  km.,  nude  tlM  dgnal  for  Rear- 

Adiiiirul  lliiwley  and  hi-  iHvi>;,  n  rn  r:ial<i'  Tii'irr"  f-iil — wJii.^h  si;:riHl  tlio  Vicu-.'^chiiiral 
repeated;  and,  soou  after,  tho  like  was  matic  lur  tfic  Vicv-Admirol  and  Win 

diTimon.  At  8  a.ii.  the  Adnrinl  made  tbe  aigul  for  the  fleet  to  dnw  into  «  line  wf 
battle,  one  ship  ftbrci^t  <>f  the  offuT.  witli  a  largo  wind  ;  anrl,  b^lf  nn  Ijvjr  after,  he 
made  the  aigoal  for  the  tleet  to  draw  into  a  line  uf  battle,  one  iibip  ahead  i)f  auoiber. 
TheM  rignalt  weie  npoated  \ij  tbe  junior  ftigi." 

Ytt  it  took  some  time  to  form  the  line;  and,  in  the  meanwhile, 
^r.  de  Court  seemed  inclined  to  avoid  a  general  action,  and  to 
endeavour  to  draw  thf  Britij^h  towards  the  Strait.  Mnthews  divined 
his  oppoiu-nt's  inti  iiLion  to  be  either  to  escape  iiltM<_'(  tli(  i ,  of  to 
proceed  without  hghtiug  until,  reinforced  by  the  sijUiuUxjii  from 
Brest,  he  shoold  be  in  a  conditiou  to  go  into  battle  witli  supehor 
forces  in  his  &voiir.  Mathews  was,  of  course,  utiwilling  to  allow 
either  object  to  be  attained ;  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that,  at 
about  11.30  A.V.,  when,  as  has  been  hinted,  the  order  of  battle  was 
still  very  incompletely  formed,  the  Admiral  hoisted  the  signal  to 
engage. 

Thf  f1e(  ts  which  were  about  to  be  opposed  one  to  another  were 
constituted  as  followB : — ^ 

*  Tbe  fiatt  tre  taken,  with  dight  nltenitioot,  from  tboM  ia  Beataoa  and  Schomberg, 
and  from  the  cviilcm  c  iu  the  court«-tti.'irtial.  It  W'luld  ap|K'ar,  hovwrw,  that  lome  of 
the  SpanUh  ahipe  practlcalljr  formed  part  ui  the  allied  centre. 
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I  A  (n-Qcb  offiivr,  rap4alii  Ijigr  <l*  CtKilli,  also 
OX<Tii>e<l  «nmc  rxrcirti     aiitli<irlty  (fli  l>iar.l. 

I  Sum*  ll«u  (iiult  Ibin  vntiel,  and  anbuUtDU)  furbcrUw 
Keiim,  54. 


Captain  Mahiiii's  iiccoimt  of  this  artinii  '  is  far  too  brief  to  Ixs 
of  much  valiu'  to  the  student.  What  he  writp*!  should,  however, 
be  here  cjutited,  since  it  deKcril>es  in  a  few  \\ordR  the  geuerai 
linea  upon  which  the  battle,  such  as  it  was,  was  fou<,'ht.  After 
meationiog  the  issae  of  the  allied  fleets  from  the  port  of  Tonloiit 
he  continues : — 

"The  Englnh  fl«et,  which  liad  been  cruiBiDg  off  Ilyiref*  in  observation,  ehiM^,  knd 
vu  iIk'  11th  it.s  van  and  centre  cfttne  up  with  the  alhes ;  but  tlie  rear  ciivisiiiii  was  then 
several  miles  to  windward  and  astern,  quite  out  of  supporting  diotance.  The  wind 
WM  easterly,  both  AmIs  betdlng  to  the  touthmrd ;  end  tike  English  had  tbe  wenther- 


■  <  Infl.  of  8ee  Power;  26G. 
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gRgc  The  nuiuber«  »'cre  uearly  equal,  tliu  EugUnh  httviitg  tweuty-uinc  to  th«  allied 
twentjr-fleven;*  but  thin  advmitafEe  mw  nTcned  hj  the  fuluiwof  the  English  rear  to 

jdin.  The  course  of  the  Rear-Aduiiral  has  been  generally  attribute*!  to  ill-will  tuwar^ln 
Miithowtt ;  fur,  although  he  pru%  that  iu  hix  Be{iarat«d  po«itiuu  he  made  all  Kail  tu 
Join,  he  did  not  »tt«ck  hter  on  when  h«  oouM,  on  the  idea  that  the  dgnal  for  the  line 
of  b»ttlc  was  flying  at  tho  iwnio  time  as  sifjtml  to  eiigaijc;  nionnin?:  that  he  could 
Dot  leave  the  line  tu  fight  without  disobey lii-;  the  order  to  form  liue.  This  techuical 
ezcuM  waa,  however,  acceptetl  by  the  subsequent  court«raartial.  Uixler  the  aetoal 
condition,  Mntbpws,  ini>rf itic'l  ami  harassed  liy  t)ie  inai  iinTi  of  his  lieutenant,  and 
feariiijj;  liuii  ilu:  ciieiay  ttuuld  c.scjijw  if  he  dtLiycd  longer,  made  the  signal  to  engage 
whet)  hin  own  van  was  abreast  the  enemy's  centre,  and  at  once  bore  down  himaelf 
out  I'f  the  line  and  attacked  with  his  t'.Au  bip  of  ninety  guns  the  largest  shi|>  in  the 
enemy's  line,  the  lioyal  I'hiUp  of  one  liumlretl  and  ten  guns,  carrying  the  flag  of  the 
Spanish  admiral.  In  doing  thui  he  was  bravely  HUpiM>rted  liy  his  next  ahead  an<) 
astern.  The  moment  of  attack  seems  to  have  been  judiciously  chosen ;  five  Spaoub 
ahipH  had  straggled  far  to  the  rear,  leaving  their  admiral  with  the  supjiort  only  of  bit 
next  iilii  .uid  astern,  while  three*  other  Spaniards  continued  on  with  the  French. 
Hie  English  van  stood  on,  engaging  the  allied  centre^  while  the  allied  van  was  without 
ani.ig>iuistfl.  Bnng  thus  disengngeil,  the  latter  was  deriroaa  of  tacking  to  windward  of 
the  head  of  the  English  line,  thus  i>utting  it  l>etween  two  lires,  but  was  checked  by 
the  intelligent  action  of  the  three  l«a«lii>g  Ktigliah  captaiusa  whoi,  diaregardiog  the 
•ignal  to  hear  down,  kept  their  commanding  ]x>sition  and  atopped  the  enemy's  attempts 
to  double.  For  this  they  wi n  i  .i-iiierKi  li\  tiie  court-martial,  hut  afterwards  restored. 
This  circuniapect  Iwt  justifiable  regard  of  siguahi  was  imitated  without  any  justifica- 
tion by  all  the  Engliah  eaptaina  of  the  centra,  save  the  Adminrs  aeeonda  already 
nifiitioiii'il,  .'IS  wi.'ll  :is  l^y  -^i  lilt!  of  tli.>-f  ill  till'  Villi,  uiio  5<t-|i!  u]i  a  cannonade  at  long 
range  while  their  Commander-in-Chief  waa  cloisely  and  even  furiously  engaged.  The 
one  marked  axoeption  was  Captain  Hawke,  afterwMda  the  diatingnnbed  adndral,  who 
isnttatt  J  tliu  example  of  his  chief,  and,  aft<^r  d riving  his  first  ririt;iL;otii'-t  mit  of  action, 
quitted  his  place  in  the  van,  brought  to  close  quarters  a  line  bpauish  ship  that  bad 
kept  at  hay  Ave  other  Bnglish  abipa,  and  took  het>— the  only  prise  laade  that  day. 

T!if  rotimander  of  the  Enrrlish  vnn,  with  his  six-onds,  also  behaved  with  vptilk  and 
came  tu  close  action.    It  is  iiiiiin:t»sary  to  describe  liie  battle  further.  .  . 

After  having,  at  11.30  a.m.,  hoisted  the  sigaal*  to  engage, 
Ma&ews  stood  on,  but  overhauled  the  enemy  only  very  gradually. 
At  1  P.M.,  the  Namiir  was  iilirccisl  of  the  Eeai  Felipe,  and  the 
Barjicur,  of  the  Ternbh'.  Half-an-houT  later,  the  Namur  bure 
down  W'ithiu  pistol-shot  of  the  Rtal  Felipe^  and  begau  to  engage  her 
fttriooflly,  and  the  Barjleur  presently  did  the  aame  with  the  Terrilde. 
Leatock's  division  waa  atill  far  aaton,  and  to  windward,  and» 
according  to  the  evidence  at  the  court-martial,  conld  not  have  then 
been  up  with  the  centre,  unkflB  Mathews  had  shortened  sail  and 
waited  for  it. 

'  This  statement  seems  to  be  a  little  misleading.  Acconling  to  the  lists  nfrraiiy 
given,  the  British  had  in  lino  twenty-eight  Khi|>s,  and  the  allies  the  same  number.  Kut, 
in  ad<lition,  the  British  had  five  oO  an<l  two  40-gun  shi|)s,  for  which  the  allies  badoo 
equivalents.   The  guns  in  line  on  each  side  were:  British,  2080;  Allies^  1822. 

•  Qy.  "  four." 

'  This  waa  repeated  by  Bowley,  but  not  by  I<ealoek,  who  waa  at  a  gnat  diatanea. 
VOL.  m.  H 
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The  Naiiiur  was  well  supported  by  the  Marlboruttgh,  which 
attacked  the  Itahela^  and  by  the  Norfolk,  which  attAcked  the 
Consianie.  The  Prineemt  Bedfordt  DragoH,  and  Kingston  fired  into 
the Poder,  and  the  Ntptu.no*  Amerieat  and  Orienie,  after  ezchwging 
nitlior  distant  broadsides  with  the  same  I3ritiflh  ships,  pass*  d  on 
with  the  rear  of  the  French  part  of  the  allied  fleet.    The  remaining 

Spanish  ships  were,  at 
first,  considerably  astern 
of  their  station,  bnt,  as 
the  breeze  fiesliened,  they 
came  up,  and,  towards  the 
end  of  the  action,  assisted 
the  Real  Felipe.  Lestock 
made  some  effort  to  pre* 
yent  this,  but  tlu  wind 
was  still  ver>'  light  with 
him,  and  be  was  also  im- 
peded by  the  swi  ll,  so  that, 
although  he  had  all  sail 
set,  his  efforts  were  vain. 

The  BarJUur*  got  to 
close  quarters  with  the 
Terrible,  and  was  much 
a.ssisted  by  the  Princrss 
Caroline*  and  the  Ber- 
icick.  The  Chichester  aiul 
Boijnc  also  threw  in  their 
fire,  but  they  were  not 
close  enough  to  the  enemy 
to  do  much  execution.  As 
fox  the  leading  shipe  of  the  van— the  Stirling  Casile^  Warwick  and 
Nastov— they  did  not  bear  down  to  tiie  enemy  at  all,  although  the 
signal  for  them  to  do  so  was  flying.  They  chose  to  disregard  it, 
and  tn  kt  ep  their  wind,  in  order,  as  was  afterwards  explained  or 
su<;geHted,  to  prevent  the  French  from  doabhng  upon  the  head  of 
the  British  eolmun. 

*  The  lambda,  which  lost  nearly  tluee  hutulrad  killed  and  wuuoded,  had  by  thftt 
time  moved  up  to  the  pwition  next  an  tern  of  the  Rml  Fdipe. 

*  The  Scptuno  losi  nearly  two  Itiiiulroil  killtsi  aiul  wmiruleJ. 
^  The  Uatfitar  had  tweuty-hve  killed,  aud  twenty  wounded. 

*  Tbe  Pfineen  Cardia*  had  eiglit  killed,  And  twenty  wounded. 
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The  hottest  part  of  the  action  was,  in  the  meantime,  beinjj 
waged  by  the  ships  immediately  about  Mathews.  Tlie  Norfolk ' 
drove  the  Constante  out  of  the  hne,  a  shattered  wreck,  hut  wiw 
herself  too  much  damaj^'cd  to  pursue  her.  The  Namnr  and  Marl- 
borough were,  at  one  moment,  so  close  to  one  another  that  Mathews, 
to  avoid  being  fallen  on  board  of  by  his  eajjer  second,  was  obli{,'ed  to 
till  his  sails,  and  draw  a  Httle  ahead.    The  Namur  was  then  scarcely 


ADHIBAL  THOMAS  MATHEWS. 
(From  T.  Fuhrr't  rngravinif  tiftrr  Ike  portraH  by  ArHulykt  (17i.<l>.> 


under  control,  owing  to  the  rough  handling  which  she  had  received, 
and  could  give  little  help  to  the  Mnrlhorotigh,  which,  fought  by  her 
captain,  and  aftersvards  by  his  nephew,  Lieutenant  Frederick 
Cornwall,  in  the  most  magnificent  manner,  was  veiy  sorely 
pressed.  None  of  the  vessels  immediately  astern  of  her  volunteered 
to  assist  her  in  the  least,  but,  keeping  their  wind,  fired  fruitlessly  at 
an  enemy  who  was  beyond  the  reach  of  their  shot ;  and,  in  spite  of 

'  The  Sorj'itlk  liail  iiiiio  kille<l,  ami  tliirtccu  woimdal.  *  ■ 
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the  fact  that  the  Spaniards  betrayed  every  desire  to  meet  them  in 
the  most  handsonip  iiinmior,  few  British  captains  properly  took  up 
the  rhallenpe.  Tin-  uiust  brilliant  exception  was  Captain  Kdward 
Huwke,  of  liie  Ihricick,  who,  noticing  how  the  Poder  ha<l  vajnly 
endeavoured  to  draw  on  mmie  of  bis  lelnctaot  colleagues,  quitted  hie 
station,  and  bore  down  upon  her.  His  first  broadside  did  her  an 
immrase  amount  of  damage,  and,  in  twenty  minutes,  when  she  had 
lost  all  her  ma»ts,  she  was  glad  to  strike. 

The  Real  Felipe '  was  disabled,  but  the  Spiinisb  ships  of  the  rear 
were  crowding  up  to  her  asRistance,  and  Lcstock  remniiied  afar  off, 
so  that  it  looked  as  if  tlu-  JJritisli  strciit^'tli  alK)Ut  tlu"  Sifiiuish  admiral 
would  not  t4ulhc«  to  compel  her  to  haul  down  her  colours.  In  these 
circumstance,  Matiiews  ordered  the  Anne  GaUeyt  firesbip,  tu  go 
down  and  bom  the  Real  Felipet  and,  seeing  that  the  Marlborough^ 
was  in  no  condition  to  help  herself,  he  fnrlhw  signalled  for  &e  boats 
of  the  British  centre  to  tow  her  out  of  the  line. 

The  Anne  Galley  was  handled  with  great  ability  and  gallantry. 
As  she  lx)re  down  on  the  Heal  Felipe  she  was  received  with  a  well- 
directed  fire  from  such  guns  as  that  crippled  ship  could  bring  to 
bear,  and  with  a  iworv  distant  canrioiiaiir  fnun  tlu^  Rpani«<h  vessels 
astcru  of  the  iiagship.  Coixunandcr  Mackie,  matcli  in  liand,  stood 
alone  upon  the  deck  of  his  little  craft,  ready  to  fire  her  at  the  proper 
moment.  Most  of  his  crew  were  alongside  in  a  boat,  which  was 
waiting  to  take  him  on  board.  The  rest,  by  his  orders,  had  taken 
shelter  from  the  stonn  of  shot  that  hurtled  across  the  fireship.  But 
the  Anne  Galley,  struck  repeatedly  between  wind  and  water,  was 
already  sinkiiij:.  Moreover,  a  Spanish  hnuuh.  crowticd  with  men, 
was  approaching  to  board  her,  and  tow  her  clear.  Mae  kic  felt  that, 
at  all  hazards,  he  must  endeiivour  to  destroy  the  launch,  and,  in 
epitc  of  the  fact  that  his  decks  were  littered  with  loose  powder,  that 
his  hatches  and  scuttles  were  op«i,  and  that  his  funnels*  were 
uncapped,  he  fired  his  waist  guns  at  the  boat.  This  was  fatal. 
The  blast  from  the  guns  set  fire  to  the  loose  powder :  and,  while  the 
Anne  Galley  was  still  too  far  from  the  Heal  Felipe  to  seriously 
damage  her,  she  prematurely  blew  up,  and  then  sank,  carrying  down 

'  The  Real  Fdipt  bad  nbvut  live  bundreti  lutn  killed  and  wounded. 

*  The  Mtirfborowfh  lost  Cnirtaio  Cornwall,  and  forty-two  men  killed  and  one 

liuiulrwl  and  twenty  woutidi?<l. 

*.>'uiinel£:  iu  a  firesbip,  tubes  leadiog  from  the  deck  to  the  main  body  of  exjjlosives 
^kk' t  he  hold. 
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Conunander  Mackie,  a  lieutenant,  a  mate,  a  gunner,  and  two 
quartermaBters. 

In  the  meantime,  M.  de  Court,  who,  owing  to  the  confusion  and 

smoke,  Heeins  to  have  supposed  that  the  Spaniards  were  mnch  more 

ci()sel\-  [in  sscd  tl):in  was  :irtuallv  thp  caf!f»,  tticki'd  to  their  aNsistniire. 
^  liear-Adiiiiral  liowlcy  tacked  too,  and  followed  the  allied  centre. 
Yen,'  soon  afterwards,  Mathew^s,  to  quote  the  words  of  lieaiHoii — 

"  haulwl  down  the  si-rrml  to  engage  tbe  eneiuy,  and  also  the  signal  for  the  linf  of 
battle ;  making  the  signal  to  give  over  chase  ;  but,  at  half-jwwt  live  o'clock,  Le  made 
the  ciglMl  for  tbe  fleet  to  draw  into  a  line  of  battle  ahead.  There  wa8  thca  but  little 
wind,  and  ro  great  a  swell  that  tlio  could  only  wear.  The  Admiral  wore,  and 
furuied  the  line  of  battle  on  tLu  l.u board  tack.  Thi8  la^it  inana>uvre  of  the  Admiral's 
kppears  to  have  been  made  with  a  design  t<i  colkct  hie  fleet,  draw  them  out  of  the 
ooofu^ion  they  were  in,  and  arrange  tliem  in  a  ]iro])er  order  for  intUe,  which  he  had 
vrvry  reason  to  think  would  be  speedily  renewed;  the  French  Bqiudron  being  now  at 
hand,  and  iu  an  extremely  well-foraiod  line.  They  crowded,  however,  to  the  itK»ifilanca 
of  (be  SSpaniitrdti.  The  I'oder,  prise,  being  dismasted,  and  beitig  uoable  to  follow  the 
Brituli  fleet  when  they  wore,  was  n^kcn  by  the  French  squadron,  tbe  having  on 
botnl  *  limiten  lilt  an<l  twenty-three  men  belonging  to  the  Jiei  ick/,:  The  DorMiUhitOt 
^MKefBufert,  and  Jiotfai  Oak,  wearing  at  tbe  time  the  Admiral  did,  brought  them 
nearer  to  tbe  ftenunoet  sbipe  of  the  Sptwiah  squadron,  whicb  had  hy  &m  time  Joined 
their  ailmiral  in  a  close  line.  In  )iA«sing  each  other,  being  on  contrary  tack*,  a  short 
action  took  places  id  wbicb  the  AVimnr,  Dunkirk,  and  Cambrvige  joined,  but  with 
little  ezeoutloii  on  either  Daylight  «ai  almost  gone,  and  the  &itiah  fleet  passed 
00,  leaviDg  the  eoofedente  fleet  asteni." 

Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  Namur's '  musts,  Mathews,  at 
about  8  P.M.,  shifted  hie  flag  from  her  to  the  Bumeilt  and  intimated 
the  fact  of  the  change  to  Lestock  and  Bowley.  On  the  morning  of 
the  12th,  when  the  wind  was  E.K.E.,  the  enemy  was  seen  about 
twelve  miles  to  the  S.W.  At  about  7  a.m.,  tiie  Sumerset,  whicb 
had  hecome  separated  from  her  consorts  in  the  night,  fell  in  with, 
and  for  h:ilf-Hii-hour  oiipafjeti.  the  Hrrrtilfs,  which  had  likewise 
stragf^U'd  troiii  her  fnt'iuU  ;  i)ut,  the  Ilrn  nhs  \)v\n<i  nssistfd  by  some 
French  ships,  the  Somrrsft  liad  to  draw  od  and  rejoin  her  division. 
At  9  A.M.  Lestock  ordered  his  squadron  to  chase  to  the  S.W.,  and 
crowded  sail  ahead  of  the  fleet.  At  11  p.m.,  Mathews  signalled  for 
the  fleet  to  draw  into  line  of  battle  abreast,  and  then  brought  to  on 
the  starboard  tack  in  order  to  collect  his  command.  In  the  after- 
nc'i',  the  British  fleet,  in  admirable  order,  was  going  down  on  Che 
nemj',  which  was  rctrratiii^j  in  sotne  confusion  before  the  wind,  the 
SpauiardH  beitig  ahead  of,  and  to  leeward  of  the  French,  and  the 

'  The  \amur  iiail  eiixht  k>lte<l  and  twelve  witunded.     Aiiioij^  the  Imcr  wat 
Captaio  Kuwel,  wlio  lost  bia  left  arm,  and  who  subMqueutly  died  at  Tort  Uahou. 
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lifal  Filipc  still  hearing  Navano's  fliijr,  iiltliovi^'h  she  was  in  tow  of 
another  vessel.  As  for  the  Pudcr,  she  fell  so  far  nstt  i  n  that  the 
enemy  fired  her  to  prevent  her  from  !i;,'ain  fallinjr  into  J^iitish  hands ; 
ajid,  in  thf»  conrse  of  the  following  night,  she  blew  u)>.  But,  in  the 
meantime,  Mathewa,  at  ;ihout  5.80  P.M.  on  the  12th,  had  ordered  his 
fleet  to  bring  to,  there  l>eiug  no  more  than  a  light  wind  from  ihi 
N.E.,  and  by  10  p.k.  that  night  the  enemy  was  out  of  sight. 

On  the  13th,  Mathews  again  chased  to  the  W.  and  W.8.W. ;  bnt 
at  9  A.U.  he  oideied  the  pnrsnit  to  be  relinquished,  his  reasons,  as 
afterwards  explained,  heing,  that  he  saw  no  prospect  of  hringiug  the 
allies  to  action ;  that,  if  he  had  continued  to  follow  them,  he  would 
have  been  drawn  towards  the  Strait's  mouth,  and  would  have  left 
Italy  entirely  unprotected;  and  thut,  as  his  instructions  were 
stringent  as  to  the  protection  of  luily,  he  was  unwilling  to  risk 
leaving  the  way  clear  for  the  transport  thither  of  a  large  number  of 
trucjp.H  which  he  had  reason  to  believe  had  been  collected  for  that 
purpose  in  the  ports  of  Spain.  Yet  it  was  nnfortnnate  that  the 
Admiral  did  not  persist.  Had  he  pressed  the  chose,  he  must 
inevitably  either  have  picked  up  several  of  the  (»ipp)ed  ships  ^  of  the 
allies,  or  have  obliged  de  Court  and  Navarro  io  accrpt  action  on 
disadvantnf^pons  terms  in  order  to  cover  their  lame  ducks. 

After  having  reliiiiiuislu  d  the  chase,  Mathews  tried  to  beat  back 
in  the  face  of  stnm^  ctiiilrary  windw.  bnt  failed;  so,  first  showing 
himself  in  Jiosus  hay,  with  a  view  to  letting  the  Spaniards  know 
that  he  was  observing  Uieir  motions,  he  zaii  for  Port  Mahon.  Upon 
reaching  that  harbour,  he  suspended  Vice^Admiral  Lestock,  and  sent 
him  to  England. 

Both  in  France  and  Spain,  as  well  as  in  Great  Britain,  there 
was  great  disgust  at  the  result  of  the  battle  off  Toulon.  In  France, 
Admiral  de  Court,  in  consequence  of  Navarro's  representations,  was 
suprrHcdpd.  Dp  Cnnrt  in  a  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Kcsnnes,  who 
was  then  Ambassatior  from  France  to  the  Court  of  Madrid,  said, 
"  It  was  not  I,  my  lord,  who  forced  M.  Navarro  to  fight  against  all 
laws  of  war  aad  prudence;  it  was  not  I  who  separated  his  ships 
from  him  and  drove  him  into  danger ;  but  when  he  had  taken  so 
much  pains,  after  all  I  could  do,  to  get  himsdf  beaten,  it  was  I  who 
came  to  his  assistance  and  gave  him  the  opportunity  to  get  away, 
which  otherwise  be  never  could  have  had."  De  Court  was  at  ike. 
time  an  officer  of  nearly  eighty  years  of  age. 

Four,  •(  least,  and  probably  more,  iron  aeriouslj  diwbkd  alofk. 
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In  Great  Britain*  Lestock's  onwillingneBS  to  sit  quietly  nnder 

his  suspension  led  to  a  Boccession  of  ccnirts-martial.  These  were 
preceded  by  an  cnfjniry  the  TToiisc  of  rmnmons,  which  began  on 
March  r2th,  1745,  and  laated  until  the  nixldlf  of  April.  The  King 
was  tlien  addressed  to  order  a  court-mart into  the  conduct  of 
Admiral  MaUiews,  Vice-Admiral  Lestock,  the  capiauis  ui  a  number 
<^  ships,  vi^oh  had  been  engaged  in  the  battle  off  Tonlon,  and  the 
lieutenants  of  the  DoneUhire.  In  bis  reply  his  Majesty  said, 
«*I  am  sensible  how  much  depends  on  preserving  an  exact 
discipline  in  the  fleet,  and  of  the  necesnty  there  is  of  bringing 
to  justice  such  as  have  failed  in  their  duty  on  this  important 
occasion."  Tn  the  meantime,  Mathews,  in  pursuance  of  ordere 
from  Kii^^huid,  luul  resigned  his  command  and  rt'turncd  home, 
leavmg  the  fleet  under  the  orders  of  Vice-Admiral  William  liowley. 

The  court-martial  first  assembled  on  board  the  Lm^va.  at 
Chatham  on  September  2Srd,  1745,  under  the  presidency  ol  Sir 
Chaloner  Ogle  (1),  Kt.,  Admiral  of  the  Blue.  The  officero  brou^t 
before  it  were  the  lieutenants  of  the  Dorgelshire,  who  were  charged 
with  having  advised  their  Captain,  Burrish,  not  to  bear  down  upon 
the  enemy.  They  were  all  acquitted.  On  September  25th  Burrish 's 
trial  began,  and  sentence  was  delivered  on  October  9th.  The  court 
declared.  "  That  by  reason  of  Captain  Burrish  lying  inactive  for 
half-an-hour  when  he  might  have  assisted  the  Marlborough,  and 
not  being  in  line  with  the  Admiral  when  he  first  brought  to,  he  is 
guilty  of  a  part  of  the  charge  exhibited  against  him,  as  he  did  not 
do  his  utmost  to  bum,  sink,  or  destroy  the  enemy,  nor  give  the 
proper  assistance  to  the  Marlboroufjh  till  after  the  message  he 
received  from  the  Admiral:  tli:it  lie  is  guilty  on  the  12th  and 
13th  Articles  of  the  Fif^htin^:  Instructions,  and  tlmt  therefore  the 
court  adjudge  hini  to  In-  cushiered  and  forever  rendered  incapable 
of  being  an  officer  in  his  Majesty's  Kavy."  Captain  Kdmund 
Williams,  of  the  lioyal  Oak,  was  next  tried  on  four  charges.  The 
court  found  l^at  Captain  Williams  had  failed  in  hia  duty  by  not 
bcdng  in  line  with  the  Admiral,  and  by  keeping  to  the  vnndward  of 
the  line  during  the  greater  part  of  the  action,  and  not  within  proper 
distance  to  engage  with  any  ( lVr(  t  during'  the  most  part  of  the  time 
he  was  engaged  :  but,  in  regard  of  his  long  ser\ice  and  his  eyesight 
l>eing  very  defective  and  other  f;ivotirable  considerations,  the  court 
was  unanimously  of  the  opinion  tiiat  all  this  greatly  wei^'hrd  in 
mitigation  of  the  pumshment  due,  and  therefore  only  adjudged 
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him  unfit  to  Im)  employed  any  more  at  sea,  but  I'ecoiumended  bim 
to  tliu  Lords  Coinuiissionera  ol  the  Adiairalty  to  be  continued 
on  balf-pay  according  to  his  seniority.  Thia  recommendation  their 
Lordsbips  complied  with.' 

C'aptaui  .john  Ambrose,  of  the  liupert,  was  tried  on  October  IHth. 
In  his  case  the  court  found  that  he  had  failed  in  his  duty  iu  not 
engaging  closer  while  he  was  engaged,  when  he  had  it  in  his  power : 
but  in  regard  that  both  before  and  since  the  action  he  had  borne 
the  character  of  a  vigilant  officer,  and  that  his  failure  in  action 
seemed  to  have  resulted  from  mistaken  judgment,  the  court  only 
sentenced  him  to  be  oasbiered  during  His  Majesty's  pleasure,  and 
mulcted  of  one  year's  pay  for  tlie  tisc  of  tlir  Chest  at  Chatham.  He 
was  presently  reRtored  tn  his  rank,  and  was  in  1750  superannuated 
as  a  reai-admuul,  dyin^'  in  1771.  Captain  William  iJilkes,  of  the 
Chichester,  bad  to  answer  the  charge  of  not  bearing  down  and 
engaging  the  omay  closer  when  he  had  it  in  his  power  so  to  do. 
The  eoort  found  the  charge  proven,  and  dismissed  him  from  the 
command  of  his  ship,  but  he  also  was  afterwards  restored  to  ]>is 
rank,  though  related  to  the  half-pay  list.'  Captain  Frogniore,  of 
the  Botpie,  who  was  to  have  been  tried  with  these  officers,  had  died 
on  November  8th,  1744,  while  still  abrojvd. 

At  a  ratlier  earlier  date,  Captain  N orris,  of  the  Efisex,  who  had 
Ix  i  ii  accused  l)v  Ins  own  othcens  of  bad  behaviour  during  the  battle, 
bad  demanded  and  obtained  a  court-martial  at  Port  Mahon,  but,  as 
be  had  previously  resigned  his  command  and  was  on  balf-pay,  the 
court,  aft^r  much  debate,  considered  that  it  had  no  jurisdiction. 
The  account  of  the  proceedings,  and  a  strongly-worded  protest  from 
the  accusing  officers,  having  been  sent  to  England,  the  Admiralfy 
ordered  Norris  to  come  home  to  stand  his  trial ;  but  on  bis  way  he 
seized  the  opportunity  to  abscond  at  Gibraltar,  thus,  it  must  be 
feared,  admitting  bis  guilt.    lie  died  in  deser\ed  obscurity. 

Vicr-Adinirnl  T>estock  had  brought  charges  of  his  own  airninst 
( 'a])taina  liobert  iVtt,  (ieorge  Sclnt<»r.^  T<>!nple  West,  Thomas 
Coojier,  and  James  Lloyd.  In  conseipu'tice  his  complaints  of 
their  misconduct,  these  five  captains  were  tried  in  due  course.  The 
first  two  were  acquitted,  the  last  three  cashiered;  but  as  the 
offences  of  which  the  latter  had  been  convicted  did  not  reflect 

'  Edrouitd  William.-,  wlio  waK  u  aii'lain  of  1734,  subi'tNUieutly  became  ii  supcr- 
aoDUatod  re»r«daiira],  .iiid  diid  in  1752. 

*  Captain  Dilka  died  in  1756.  *  Or  SUughter. 
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upon  their  professional  honour  or  capacity,  and  as  their  case  was 
considered  a  hard  one,  the  Kin«,'  at  once  restored  them  to  their 
former  rank  in  the  service.  After  an  adjournment  of  tlif'  ronrt, 
the  trinl  of  Vice-Adminil  Lesiock  himself  began  at  Depllunl  i>ii 
board  the  Prince  of  Oru/K/e,  and,  Sir  Chalouer  Ogle  being  in  ill- 
hfialth,  Bear-Admiial  Perry  Mayne  officiated  aa  president.  The 
other  flag-oflficer  in  attendance  was  Eear-Admiial  the  Hon.  John 
Byng,  who,  a  few  years  later,  was  shot  for  his  b^aviour  in  the 
action  off  Minorca.  Lestock  urged  in  his  defence  that  he  could 
not  have  engaged  without  breaking  the  hue,  and  that  he  was  not 
authonVed  to  do  this  because,  though  the  signal  for  engaging  had 
been  made,  that  for  the  line-of-battle  was  still  living.  He  was 
imanimously  acquitted.  The  truth  is,  that  he  took  shelter  through- 
out behind  purely  technical  excuses,  which  availed  hiiu,  although  he 
had  acted  in  opi>o8ition  to  the  spirit  of  his  earlier  ocmqrandence 
with  Bamet,  that  a  subordinate  should  go  to  the  length  of  quitting 
his  station,  even  without  orders,  for  the  sake  of  joining  and 
supporting  the  main  body  of  the  fleet  in  action.  In  short,  for 
reasons  of  his  own — and  they  are  not  hard  to  formulatt?— he  chcjse 
to  forpot  his  hroa(l  dnty  to  his  country,  iind  hi-^  cnmradrs  in  arms, 
rather  than  depart  I'rnin  the  nanow  U'tttT  nf  his  itistructioii.s. 

During  Lestock  s  trial  a  very  remarkable  occurreucc  happened. 
On  May  15th  the  president  of  iha  court  was  arrested  by  virtue  of 
a  writ  of  capias,  issued  by  Sir  John  Willes,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas,  in  consequence  of  a  verdict  which  had  been 
obtained  by  Lieutenant  George  Frye,  of  the  Marines,  against 
Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  liear-Admiral  Perrj'  Mayne  and  others,  for 
false  iiiij)risonment  and  maltreatment  in  the  West  Indies,  resulting 
from  an  illegal  sentence  passed  upon  him  by  a  court-martial. 
The  arrest  of  their  president  8<i  iiuensed  tlie  members  of  the 
court  that,  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  the  civil  law  must  always 
of  necessity  take  precedence  of  the  military,  they  passed  resolutions 
in  which  th^  spoke  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas  with  violent  disrespect*  These  resolutions  they  forwarded 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  who  laid  them  before 
the  King.  His  Majesty  wns  somewhat  hastily  advised  to  express 
his  displeasure  at  the  insult  which  had  Iwen  offered  to  the  court- 
martial  ;  but  he,  like  the  Lordn  romiuissioners  of  the  .Vdiiiiralty, 
had  little  idea  of  the  great  aulhuiity  vested  in  the  Ijonl  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Common  Pleus,  who,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the 
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resolutions  of  the  court-nmrtial,  promptly  ordered  each  member 
of  it  to  be  taken  into  rtiHtndy.  He  was  hcrriniiin^  tf)  adopt  further 
measures  to  vindicate  hiB  oilier,  when  tlu' t'{)iso<l(;  \sas  happily  put 
an  end  to  hy  the  submission  of  tlie  «jtit:Hdiag  otiicers. 

The  trial  of  Adiuiral  ilaihews  began  on  June  IGth,  1746,  Bear- 
Admiral  Ferry  Mayne,  as  before,  being  president,  and  EeuvAdmiral 
the  Hon.  John  Byng  being  of  the  court.  Lestock  exhibited  fifteen 
diaigea  against  his  snperior.  Once  vaon  the  advocates  of  a  broader 
intecpiretation  of  the  instructions  were  defeated  by  the  advocates 
of  the  strict  letta.  It  is  perhaps  well  that  in  those  days  it  was  so, 
for,  for  sevprni  years  previously,  naval  discipline  had  been  none  too 
good.  Mathews,  whos('  anxiety  to  do  his  host  igainst  the  enemies 
of  his  country  cannot  be  denied,  though  liis  wisdom  may  he,  heard 
his  fate  on  Octoher  22ud,  when  the  foUowmg  seuteuce  was  passed 
upon  him : — 

**The  eomt  Iiavin;;  exnininetl  the  witncMes  produced,  m  well  in  Bupport  nf  the 
cliargi'  :»»  in  hehalf  of  the  prisoner,  and  having  thoroughly  considered  their  evidence, 
do  imaniiaously  leaolve  that  it  apjmra  therabj  that  Thomas  Mathcwit  Esq.,  by  diven* 
'breachefi  of  duty,  waa  a  princi|>!il  eauae  of  the  mlt«carriage  of  hU  Majesty's  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean  in  the  niunth  of  February  1714,  and  tiiat  lie  falls  under  the  14th  Article 
of  an  Act  of  the  l^lth  of  Charles  II.,  for  establisbiug  articles  and  orders  fur  Ibe  better 
government  of  liis  Maje»ty'H  Navy,  »*hii<«i  of  war  and  forces  by  aea:  and  the  court  d» 
niianiiiiously  think  fit  to  adjudge  tlic  said  Tlioninf  Matbews  tO  ba  caabicfed  and 
rendered  incaiiable  of  any  employ  ia  his  M%ie»ty*«  tterrice." 

There  is  no  question  that,  from  a  purely  legal  point  of  view* 
Mathews  deserved  his  panisbment,  bat  it  is  equally  undoubted  that 
Lestock's  conduct  throughout  was  really  far  more  reprehensible 
thaTT  tl^at  of  tlio  superior  offirrr.  ^fathcws  blundered,  }»nt  liis 
inteiitunis  wt  ic  ^'ood.  Lestock  clung  lightly  to  the  dead  letter  oi 
his  duty ;  but  his  inteiitions  were  contemptihle,  for,  in  effect,  he  said 
to  himself,  "  ^ly  superior  is  making  a  mess  of  this  affair.  I  will 
stick  fast  to  my  instructions  and  let  him,  and  even  the  fleet  and 
country,  go  to  luin  before  I  will  strike  a  blow  to  help  him.  I  shall 
then  be  safe,  and  he,  whom  I  happen  to  regard  as  my  private  enemy, 
will  pay  the  p^MiUy."  ^ 

*  Tlie  niinutcN  if  ththu  courts-martial  are  enormously  voluminoiu,  tad  the 
IMniphteiH  callwl  forth  by  the  action  off  Toulon  are  extremely  numorons.  Sci- 
Kjil«ecially  :  '  A  Partic.  Account  of  the  lalu  Action  .  .  .  by  an  officer  in  the  Fleet,'  8vo, 
1744;  'Captain  Gascoigne'n  Answer,'  etc.,  Hvo,  174();  'Admiral  Mathcu-V  iJ-markt' 
on  the  Kvidciicc,' etc. ;  'Defence  m.ide  by  J.  Ambru*M>,'  etc.,  Svo,  1715;  '  t;a.<ie  of 
Captain  G.  Burrish,'  etc.,  Svo,  1747;  'A  Narrative  of  the  I'mceedings  of  H.M.  Fleet," 
etc^  Bvo,  17-l'> ;  '  Vice  Admiral  L — st — ^lc*a  Account,*  etc.,  1745  (  *  Vio»-Adminl 
Lestock's  Recapitulation,*  etc.,  1745. 
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Hftthews,  after  the  fight  off  TotUon,  had  refitted  at  Port  Mahon, 
and  had  then  detached  Captain  Bobert  Long,  with  a  Binall  division, 
to  cruise  off  the  Italian  coast  and  to  intercept  supplies  for  the 
Spanish  army  there.  Mathews  himself  put  to  sen  s<Kni  as 
possi!)k'.  and  on  June  14th,  1744,  drove  ashore  and  desuoyed  a 
number  of  French  transports  near  Marseilles.  In  fact  he  and  his 
ernisera  were  very  active  until  his  return  to  Engluid  in  September. 

His  auocesBor,  Yice-Admiral  William  Bowley,  had  many  objects 
which  he  was  compelled  to  keep  in  view.  He  had  to  goaid  Italy 
from  the  French  and  Spaniards,  coming  by  way  of  the  sea ;  he  had 
to  observe  a  French  squadron  from  Brest,  which  lay  at  Cadiz  ;  he 
had  to  watch  a  French  fleet  at  Toulon  :  h('  had  to  keep  his  eye  nn  the 
Spanish  squadron  at  Cartagena;  al»ove  all,  he  had  to  prittcct  Hntisli 
trade.  At  that  time  Admiral  dc  Torres  was  expecU-d  in  Spain  with 
a  valuable  convoy  of  treasure  shipti  fium  Havana  ;  and  un  the  other 
handt  as  has  bem  mentioned,  Vioe-Admiral  Sir  Charles  Hardy  (1)  had 
gone  southward  with  a  convoy  bomid  for  Lisbon  and  Gibtaltar. 
The  French  and  Spaniards,  anxious  to  focilitate  the  safe  arrival 
of  de  Torres,  and,  if  possible,  to  intercept  Hardy,  arranged  that  tbe 
Toulon  squadron  should  put  to  sea,  and  join  with  the  Spanish  at 
r!irta<;rna,  and  with  the  Frenrh  at  Cadiz.  Admiral  Crabaret, 
tiierefore.  left  Touluu  Oil  Septemlier  'JOth  with  sixteen  sail  of  the 
line  and  four  Irigates.  Itowley,  who  was  then  at  Minorca,  with 
only  a  part  of  his  forces,  did  not  hear  of  this  till  October  7th.  He 
at  once  put  to  sea  in  diase ;  and,  as  soon  as  he  realised  that  the 
enemy's  plan  involved  an  attoupt  upon  a  division  of  Hardy's  convoy, 
which  had  reached  Gibraltar,  Bowley  made  for  Spain.  Although 
he  ultimately  found  the  merchantmen  safely  under  the  Bock,  he 
thereby  manafied  to  miss  the  enemy. 

liardy  liad  sarlpd  in  April  1744,  and.  lia\  inj,'  sent  his  main  convoy 
into  the  Tagus,  whence  it  wab  Ui  proeecd  by  divisions  to  points 
further  south,  he  returned,  and  re-auchored  at  St.  Helen's  on 
May  20th.  Bnt  scarcely  had  be  quitted  Lisbon  whra  the  tran^rts 
and  store-ships,  which  he  had  left  there,  were  blockaded  in  the 
river  by  tiie  French  squadron,  under  M.  de  Bochambeau,  ftom 
Brest.  As  the  stores  were  much  needed  by  the  Mediterrane^in  fleet, 
Admiral  Sir  John  Balchen,  with  his  flag  in  the  Virtonj,  and  with 
a  considerable  foree,  was  detached  from  the  Channel  to  relieve  llic 
blockade.  He  sailrd  on  July  28th,  made  several  prizes,  cuiupelied 
de  liochambeau  to  return  to  Cadiz,  and  then  escorted  to  Gibraltar 
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tlmt  part  ol  the  coQvoy  which  was  sulweqiieatly  found  there  by 

Rowley. 

Ualchcn  n  innicd  ,  luit  on  OrinlH  r  Hnl  Iuh  cuiumaiul  was  over- 
taken by  <a  violent  sionii  an(i  was  dispeined.  Several  ships  were 
mach  dauiu^ed  and  were  at  tim^  in  gteat  danger ;  but  all  of  them, 
except  the  Victory^  safely  reached  Plymouth  on  October  10th. 
The  Vietory»  which  wae  at  that  time  considered  the  finest  ship  in 
the  world,  had  become  separated  from  her  consorts  on  October  4th, 
and  was  never  again  8cen.  It  is  supponed  that  nhe  strack  on  the 
ridge  of  roeks  called  the  CiiskctH.  near  the  island  of  Alderney,  seeing 
that  on  tin-  tii^'ht  lu-twofn  tlir  4th  and  nth  of  Octolior  the  booming 
of  gnns  was  heard,  both  In  tlic  piojile  in  cl)ati,'i'  of  tite  Casket  Light 
and  by  the  inhabitants  of  Alderney.  The  wind,  however,  was  so 
strong  that  no  boat  could  venture  iu  the  direction  whence  the 
sounds  proceeded.  The  Victory's  crew,  including  her  Admiral,*  her 
Captain,  Samuel  Faulknor,'  her  officers,  and  about  fifty  young 
gentlemen  volunteers,  amounted  to  upwards  of  one  thousand  souls, 
all  of  whom  perinhed.  The  loss  of  the  sliip  ua>  at  that  time 
imputed  to  some  defects  in  her  construction,  but  it  is  prolwible  that 
this  really  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  that  the  disaster  must 
be  attributed  solely  to  the  storm  and  thick  weather  which  prevailed 
at  the  time. 

Owing  to  the  situation  of  affairs  with  France,  a  small  squadron 
of  four  ships,  under  Commodore  Curtis  Barnet,  sent  at  the  request 
of  the  directocB  of  the  East  India  Company  to  the  East  Indies,  had 
sailed  on  May  5th,  1744,  from  Spithead.  In  January  following, 
after  having  taken  measures  to  intercept  home-coming  French  ships 
from  Cliiua,  and  after  haWng  disguised  his  own  vessel,  the  Dcpt/orJ, 
()(),  Captain  John  I'hillipson,  and  the  Preston,  50,  Captain  the  Earl 
of  Northcsk  (1),  Barnet  was  so  fortunate  to  tuke  \n  tlio  Strait  of 
Banca  the  French  ludiauieu  Dauphin,  llcrcule,  and  Jasun,  each  of 
30  guns. 

The  Coimiiudore  had  not  long  left  England  when  the  successful 
return  of  Commodore  Anson  suggested  to  the  British  Minis^  that 
it  might  be  easy  to  capture  the  next  treasure-ships  bound  from 
Acapulco  to  Manilla;  and  a  despatch  to  that  effect  was  sent  to 
Bamet  by  the  Lively,  20,  Captain  Elliot  Elliot.   But  the  activity 

■  Sir  John  Bklchen  was  thai  in  hi«  Mvmty-tixtli  ytu. 

■  A  ci\i<iaiu  of  1786.  ibd  ft  member  of  one  of  the  tnoit  dbtinguwhed  of  Britiah 
uaval  f«niilieH. 
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and  threateuing  attitude  of  the  Fr  nch  in  India  prevei>to<]  the 
Bcheine  from  beinj,'  carried  out ;  and,  after  his  Kquiwh-on  had  taken 
a  few  other  French  ships,  Barnet  went  to  Madras  and  continrd 
himself  mainly  to  observing  aud  harasiiing  the  enciuy  iu  the  Bay 
of  Bengal. 

Vice-Admiral  Thomas  DavwB  was  sent  with  reinforcements  to 
Jamaica  to  lelieve  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  in  1744 ;  bat  the  Frrach  and 
Spaniards  were  so  Bttong  on  that  station,  and  so  many  battleships 

were  carried  home  with  him  by  Ogle,  that  Davers  had  to  restrict 
himself  to  the  defensive.  His  cruisers,  however,  made  several  prizes 
and  the  I  'n  nch  failed  in  their  only  important  enteiprise,  an  attack 

on  Anguilla. 

The  war  which  broke  out  in  1744  was  destined  to  have  an 
important  iuflueuce  on  the  fate  of  the  British  and  French  cmpireu 
in  North  America.  At  first  the  French  there  were  veiy  active*  and 
the  British  were  extremely  indifferent  to  their  own  interests.  In 
conseqn^ice  of  this,  the  French  territories,  which  had  been  handed 
over  to  Great  Britain  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  were  neglected  and 
were  badly  affected  to  the  new  government.  They  were,  indeed,  fall 
of  active  French  sympathisers.  The^  natuml  outcome  was  a  scheme, 
hatclied  l)y  tlie  French,  to  tiike  advantage  of  the  dissatisfaction, 
and  to  deprive  Great  Britain  of  part  at  least  of  her  new  puHHcwniuns. 
M.  de  Quenel,  who  was  then  Governor  of  Cape  Breton,  fitted  out 
a  small  armament  from  'Lonisbourg  and  put  it  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Dnvivier.  The  native  Indians  gave,  or  at  least  promised 
to  give  him  some  assistance.  The  amament  made  first  for  Ganso, 
where  the  French  arrived  on  May  11th.  They  were  joined  by 
two  hundred  Indians,  and  by  many  dis;iflFected  inhabitants.  The 
place  was  held  by  a  company  of  tlie  40th  Bcgiment,  but,  as  it  was 
indefensible,  it  presently  8urrendere<l.  The  French  demolished 
such  fortifications  as  existed,  and  set  the  place  on  fire.  M.  Duvivier, 
who,  in  the  meantime,  had  been  reinforced  by  five  htmdred  Indians, 
proceeded  with  all  his  forces  to  Annapolis  Boyal.  This  important 
position,  like  Canso,  was  in  a  very  neglected  state ;  bat  it  was  saved 
by  the  activity  and  patriotism  of  the  New  Englanders. 

Ghnvonoa;  Shirley  and  the  Assembly  of  iNfassachusetts,  well 
knowing  the  consequence  of  Nova  Scotia  to  Great  Britain ,  cn- 
couraped  the  raisinp  in  Xew  England  of  ii  lio-iy  of  volunteers, 
which,  promptly  dispatched  to  Annapolis,  arrived  befure  the  French 
made  their  appearance.    When,  therefore,  M.  Duvivier,  who  landed 
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on  June  Itiii,  Kiuniuoued  the  town,  he  was  iiiioniied  thuL  it  would 
be  defended  to  the  last  extremity;  and,  although  he  made  some 
preparations  for  an  assault,  the  strength  of  the  defenders  so  de^ly 
impressed  him  that  he  finally  returned  to  Loiiisbouxg  without 
attempting  anything  farthw. 

This  iutivity  of  the  French  suggested  to  the  Governor  and 
Assenihly  of  New  England  a  project  for  the  con(|uest  of  Louisbourg, 
which  was  tht>n  the  chief  Frf-nch  hnse  in  North  America.  A  re- 
quest was  made  to  th*-  licmic  ( idvcniim-nt  to  ihv  vttcvt  that,  as  the 
ueceshiiiy  naval  forces  cuuld  \>e  sent  more  quickly  from  the  West 
ludies  than  from  England,  Commodore  Peter  Warren  might  be 
detached  from  the  former  station  to  co-operate  with  a  colonial 
«cpedition.  To  this  the  Government  agreed,  and  orders  were  issued 
accordingly.  The  Assembly  of  Masaaehusetts  raised  £27,000  for  the 
seivi(  ('.  Troops  were  collected  and  confided  to  the  command  of 
Mr.  William  Pepporel,  of  Kittery,  Maine;  and,  though  no  fewer 
than  '^><')0  voluiitpers  were  :iss(»iubled  and  sufficient  transports  nru^ 
stores  lor  their  accommodation  were  prn\ndcd,  all  \mih  donv  witli  so 
<rre^t  Becrecy  that  the  enemy  scimus  tu  have  suspected  nolliinf;^.  But 
HH  this  expcditiou  did  not  sail  till  1745,  the  history  of  its  proceedings 
must  be  for  the  prMent  deferred. 

While  Great  Britain  was  fully  occupied  with  her  foreign  foes  she 
had  to  contend  with  not  less  dangerous  enemies  at  home,  for  France 
in  1745,  at  a  time  when  the  greatei  ]^ai  t  of  the  British  army  was  on 
the  Continent,  engaged  in  supporting  the  schemes  of  the  House  of 
Austria,  suddenly  transported  the  Young  Pretender  to  Scotland. 
France  did  not  believe  that  ]*nnre  Charles  Edward  would  he 
successful,  nor  (hd  slic  ever  mean  to  assist  liiiii  veiy  actively ;  Init 
she  realised  that  he  might  cause  a  most  useful  diversion.  With  a 
slender  retinue  the  Prince  embarked  at  8t.  Nazaire  on  board  a  small 
Tessel,  the  Dentelle,  which  was  lent  him  by  a  Mr.  Walsh,  who  was 
a  merchant  of  Nantes  but  was  of  Irish  extraction.  He  had  arms  for 
about  2000  men  and  about  £2000  in  money,  and  he  sailed  on 
July  7th.  When  off  Bdle  Isle  he  was  joined  by  the  Elisnhefh,  64, 
which  had  orders  to  escort  Prince  Charles  Edward  round  Ireland  to 
the  Hehrides.  On  July  9th,  in  lat.  47  o7'  X.,  the  little  expedition 
was  diKcnvered  by  the  Liofi,  5H,  Captain  IMercy  Brett  (1),  which 
ininKnliatL'ly  gave  chase.  At  -j  o'clock  the  TJnn  ran  alongside  and 
poured  a  broadside  into  tlie  Elisabeth  at  short  range.  The  two  vessels 
continued  waimly  engaged  until  10  o'clock,  when  Uie  Lion  had 
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suffered  m  severely  in  her  rij^giuf^  tliai  slir  was  incapable  of  making 
sail.  The  Elisabeth,  on  the  coutiury,  hail  suffered  chiefl}'  in  her 
hull ;  and,  although  it  is  report^  that  several  of  her  gun-porta  were 
knocked  into  one,  she  was  able  to  get  away.  The  smaller  vessel  at 
the  bc^Dnittg  of  the  action  had  endeavoured  to  assist  her  consort, 
but  had  soon  been  beaten  off  by  the  Liuu'^  stem-cbasets ;  and, 
when  she  saw  that  the  Elimhvth  had  faileil  ot  siirress,  she  crowded 
sail  and  made  her  escape.  The  T/tnn,  whose  complemeiit  wris  110 
men,  lost  55  killed  luid  107  wouiuitil,  nf  whom  seven  ullimately 
died.    The  French  lowt  (>•>  killed  and  \  'M'>  dangerously  wounded. 

Prince  Charles  pursued  his  voyage  aud  reached  the  coast  of 
LoobilMr  at  the  end  of  July.  The  Young  Pr^mder,  on  landing, 
was  dissuaded  by  his  best  finends  from  pursuing  his  adventure ;  but 
'  he  persisted,  and  they  then  gave  way  and  joined  him.  For  a  time 
he  had  some  success,  but  he  was  too  fond  of  pleasure  to  act  with  the 
necessary  eiier«;y,  and  presently  the  British  rrovemment  began  to 
recover  from  its  firnt  amazement.  A  regular  plan  of  defence  was 
elalM)rated.   Admiral  Edward  Vernon  U),'  with  a  stpadron,  was  sent 

'  1(  »hould  here  b«  uientiuued  that  Vcraoii's  ultimate  iliKgnuHs  ttrow  out  of  this 
appoiiitment  of  bis  to  the  cwiuiuaod  iti  tlie  Downa.  He  hail  with  him  but  Tery  few 
«bipi,ai)d  in  *  letter  of  Konmter  l$th,  1715,  to  tlic  Earl  nf  Sandwich,  he  said:  "It 

unwt  kaw imd*  M  odd  apfMinniOA  in  the  Eye  of  the  WurM  to  bftv«  Men  two  Flug- 
Offioer*  Iy«  lo  long  in  th«  Downa  with  hut  one  forty-gun  ship  lo  form  A  line  of  bettle 

with."  This  ]viucily  of  coniinaod,  conihined  witl)  the  fact  that  he  had  ito  conimis^iun 
as  a  Ckirom»ader»in-Ciuef,  was  the  origin  of  his  disoonteut.  Ue  was  also  irriuted  by 
the  conduct  of  tiie  Admirnlty  whidi,  in  the  same  letter,  be  stigmatim  in  rather  strong 

languniii'.  Tliiii<:s  c;iiiii-  \o  a  head  when,  on  December  Ist,  Venittn  wrote  t<>  (lie 
Adiuiriiliy:  "I  have  read,  with  great  suriviBc,  the  luug  paragraph  in  your  letter 
inftmning  m«  their  Lordshipe  don't  approve  of  my  having  appointed  a  Ounaer  to  the 
/*'.t7<  "lii'ii  till-  iR'tessity  of  ihv  Si'ivicc  rc'Hiirt'<l  it,  a(i<I  liis  "MaticV  SiTvice  must  have 
suffered  for  the  want  of  it;  and  acquainting  mc,  it  \*  tlicir  LordidiipK'  directions  I 
should  withdraw  the  Wamata  that  I  gave  to  them  for  his  IfajeatyV  Service.  I  must 
Nay  with  n  ticiTr,  5n  nn^wrr  to  it,  tli:it  I  did  not  expect  Jo  have  be<  ii  fn  itcil  in  mh  li  !i 
contemptuous  manner,  and  that  1  can  hardly  conceive  it  to  be  tlieir  directions  till  1  mi 
it  from  under  Aeir  hands  in  an  Older  for  me  to  do  it,  and  shall  now  entreat  the  favoar 
nf  their  Lordfihip*  that,  if  they  think  it  deserves  an  Orilor,  tlicv  will  pleaM  to  dircrt  it 
to  my  Successor  to  put  in  Execution,  as  I  mw\,  in  ouch  case,  iutreat  the  favour  of 
their  Lordshipa  to  procoio  me  Hia  Majesty's  leave  to  quit  a  t'^mmaad  I  IwTe  long 
thought  too  contemptibly  treated  in  regard  to  the  rank  I  hoKl  for  Hi«  Mnjt  styV  honour 
and  service,  and  I  should  rather  chuse  to  servo  His  Majesty  in  the  caiiacity  of  a  private 
man  in  the  Militia,  than  to  permit  the  rank  1  hold  in  HiH  Majesty'^  Service  to  be  treated 
witli  contempt,  which  I  conceive  lo  be  neither  for  our  Itoyal  Master'n  honour 't  Sf«rv !<•«>. 
A  ifrivjtte  tajjlain  over  two  nhii>t<«n  any  foreign  service  exercises  the  i»twi  rt>f  tilling  up 
all  vacancies  under  hint,  and  it  is  for  his  Miltio'a  Service  he  should  l>e  eni)Hiwere«l  to  do  so. 
When  I  attended  the  Ilegency,  X  was  spoke  to  as  a  person  of  coutideuce  that  was  t<>  have 
had  the  Chiel  Command  at  home.  Their  Lordships'  Orders  of  the  7th  August  seem'd  to 
design  m«  for  micb,  tho*  that  wm  speedily  aUated  by  thoM  of  the  14tb,  and  I  alwaya 
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to  the  Downs  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  French  at  Dimqiierqae 

and  Calais,  and  he  from  time  to  time  detached  squadrons  under  the 
command  of  Commodores  Thomas  Smith  and  Charles  Kuowles, 
who  intercepted  many  small  Tesaels  destined  for  the  rebels.   At  the 

»u»|i«vt«d  there  w&s  Bometbiiig  lurking  uadcr  the  avoidiug  to  call  iu«  Commaudcr-iu* 
Chief  uiTwhera,  but  only  Admiral  of  th«  White,  tiio*,  at  the  Htme  time,  Letten  lud 

l)asticd  tlin>'  my  )iaiid«,  directr f)  t  •  Vic  (-  Arhnirnl  Martin  (whoni,  l  y  iny  llrsi  i  n'.i  r:^.  I 
was  10  take  uuder  mjr  Conimand),  etiliiig  hiui  ComnuuMier-iu-Chief  of  His  Majesty '» 
Ships  in  the  Soundinjia.  But  jrour  letter,  Sir,  hie  now  explained  the  whole  to  me." 
T!i'-  I  •iiitriiversy  li  d  the  Ailuiiralty  to  quote  w  ljiit  it  lielitvt'il  to  be  a  jircrfrlont  for  its 
action,  whereupon,  in  a  letter  of  December  6th,  Vernon  wrote;  "I  am  now  coiue  lo  the 
UiBt  part  of  your  letter  in  anewer  to  mine  of  the  first,  a&d  waa  pleaaed  to  find  you  had 
quoted  ihe  preredeiit  i  f  Sir  .Tolm  N*.  rris's  case  in  the  year  1740.  Sir  John  Norris 
thought  it  right  to  appoint  two  otiicen>  on  a  vacaucjr  that  happened  under  bis  command, 
and,  I  dare  axMwer  for  bim,  would  not  have  thought  it  right ;  hut,  as  he  judsod  it  for 

lii!*  Miijp-s-ty's  S<'rvice,  and  tliat  Ijvs  |irf"il('('ps'.r>rs  \nA  done  it  li'Torc  liiui,  ;uiil  T  di'ii't 
think  anyone  will  say  that  Lord  Orford,  Sir  George  Ko<»ke,  Sir  Clowdisiey  Shovell,  Lord 
Aylmer,  Lord  Berkeley,  Lord  Torrington,  and  Sir  Cliarles  Wager,  hftTo  not  done  the 
same.  Sir  John  Xorri«  thought  it  so  much  a  right  in  l:ini,  that,  when  a  jv  r!<4)U  was 
iieut  down  by  the  Hoard  to  8ui)en«ede  a  warrant  grantee!  by  him,  he  scat  the  peniuu 
iNwk  with  hie  wamiat^  and  he  waa  not  recetved  wbde  he  commanded,  but  when  the 
service  was  ovt-r,  and  he  returni  d  t>i  ti>wn,  their  LordMhijus  su|ierse«led  liirn,  st>  tb.ir  hig 
acquiewncc  w.o-h  necessity,  not  npproltatton.  Ami  i  Impe  tlie  liau;;hty  Uinper  of  tlie 
Doble  lyord  that  pret<ided  at  the  Board  at  that  time,  will  not  1^  th()U{;ht  a  lit  precedent 
to  be  fdlLiwcd  liy  ilii  ir  I.i ud-hi]-"*."  Again,  on  Dcci'nitMT  IMth  :  *'  As  t.i  wii.it  I  am  w 
|)olit)  ly  Hcnuaiuled  vvitij,  that  their  Lordi>hi|Ki  have  HpiKiinted  a  gajuier  Ut  tiie  I'tmle 
after  my  having  informed  their  Lordsliipe  tbat  I  had  warranted  the  gunner  of  the 
iHteerua^s  to  that  --liiji,  1  nmyt  acquaint  you  in  answ<T  -it  was  what  I  little  expect<-ii  — 
and  that  I  am  dt:tt.'taiuicd  to  follow  the  example  of  Si:  .Juliu  Norris,  and  not  permit  thai 
indignity  to  be  put  on  mo  while  I  remain  in  command  here,  but  when  be  arrives,  shall 
civiliy  >( mi  iiiiii  l  k  !i,_';)ir}.  That  officer  tliat  don't  pique  himself  on  supjiorting  hi» 
own  liniu.m  ,  iiuti  I  lie  dignity  of  the  comniissinn  he  holds  under  his  Maje«ty,  may  not 
be  the  likeliest  to  defend  the  honour  of  his  Prince  and  the  Security  of  hin  Country 
against  tiie  face  of  liis  Miemies,  and  I  will,  tlien  fnn',  tiprf"  take  the  fa'al  step  of 
abandoning  my  own  itonour."  And  on  iJcuuibLr  Iku:  "A  private  Colonel  in  the 
Anny,  who  has  no  command  but  liis  regiment,  shall  be  allowed  to  fill  up  n»o«t  of  the 
vacancies  T  r  i  iisi_'ris  in  hij*  rnt^iir.cnt,  and  the  jxwr  slighted  ndniini!  Iwaring  his 
Majesty's  flag  ai  main-topmast  hiiuci,  and  in  actual  command,  vVf.m  be  denied  the 
suing  up  the  low  vacancy  of  a  gunner !  ^  The  only  reault  of  tltis  condition  of  things 
wa"  Vfrnnn's  "(iiwr^r^sicn,  <m  Dccemlier  liGth.  lie  was  succectled  by  Vice-Aihii.  Win. 
Martiu  liuiiicdiultly  uUt;  liis  sujiersessiou,  he  en<;aged  in  controversial  pamphlet- 

eering, and,  according  to  gcnend  belief,  was  rcsjHinsible  f«>r  two  somewhat  plain-s|)oken 
pamphlets,  resjiectively  entitled,  'A  Specimen  of  Nake«l  Truth  fn>ni  a  British  Sailor,* 
and  'Some  Sensible  Advice  from  a  Conunmi  Sailor,  to  whom  it  might  have  Concerned, 
for  the  Service  of  the  Crown  and  Country.'  Ho  was  suninione<l  to  tho  Adrjjiralty  to 
deny  the  authorship  of  these  priMluctioiif!,  but  as  he  did  not  cIkh>sc  to  do  so,  he  was 
informed,  on  A])ril  11th,  IT-IO,  that  the  King  had  been  pleased  to  direct  their  Lordslii|w 
to  strike  bis  name  from  the  list  of  (lag-uihcers.  Thus  ended  the  service  career  of  a 
great  and  honourable  officer,  who  owed  his  fall  to  his  ivtulance  and  jMignacity. — Letter- 
book  in  Author's  Coll.;  the  pam|>hleta  above  mentioned ;  and  'Original  Letters  to  an 
Houeat  Sailor '  (publislied  by  Yetuon  after  hit  dbmiaaal  fiom  th«  eenriee). 
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Kore  Captain  the  Hon.  Edward  Boscawen  coimuaiided :  at  Ply- 
mouth, Captain  Savage  Mostyn.  A  further  squadron  cruised  in  the 
Channel  under  Vice- Admiral  William  Martin  (1) ;  and  Eear-Admiral 
the  Hon.  John  Byng  went  northwaid,  and,  by  means  of  his  crnisezSy 
greatly  annoyed  the  rebels  on  the  Seofe  coast. 

The  Young  Pretender  reached  Dwbyt  bat  ttim  lost  heart  and 
retreated  to  await  reinforcements.  In  Bcotland  for  a  time  he  won 
more  enccesses,  hut  the  assured  British  command  of  the  sea  really 
made  his  enterprise  almost  hopelcsi?  from  the  first ;  for  even  his 
pnvate  sympathisers  in  Fniiico  could  not  aid  him  with  hupplies, 
such  vessels  as  ibey  dispatched  being  almost  mvariably  snapped  up 
by  British  cruisers.  Yet  individual  loyalty,  after  the  disaster  at 
Giil]oden»  saved  the  Fdnce  from  capture,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  Government  had  set  a  price  of  £80,000  upon  his  head.  He 
reached  the  Hebrides,  and,  after  suffering  great  distresses,  was  taken 
on  1)o;ird  a  French  privates,  the  Bf//o/(^,  on  September  20th,  1746. 
This  vessel  had  been  sent  on  purpose  from  St.  Malo  by  some  of  his 
Frencli  fri<_'nds-.  She  reached  Knscnff,  a  small  port  in  Bnttany,  on 
September  'I^th,  not,  however,  witliout  having'  very  narrowly 
escaped  capture  by  a  British  cruiser  in  the  Channel.  It  is  \\orlh 
meutiouiug  that  she  wab  at  leant  tbti  third  vessel  which  had  been 
sent  to  Scotland  to  rescne  him.  Two  large  French  privateers,  one 
of  34  and  the  other  of  32  gmis,  had  anchored  off  the  coast  of 
Locfaabw  in  the  previous  April,  with  the  object  of  picking  up 
fugitives  trook  the  rebel  array.  They  had  been  there  discovered  by 
Captain  Thomas  Noel  of  the  Greyhound,  20;  but,  though  he  had 
been  joined  by  the  Balfimore  and  T<  i  rar  sloops,  and  had  then 
attacked  them,  they  had  succeeded  in  beating  him  off  and  in 
carrying  away  several  of  the  rebel  chiefs. 

The  expedition  agamst  Louibbourg  assembled  at  Boston,  Massa- 
drasetts,  and  the  troops  w^  there  embarked,  with  all  the  necessary 
stores,  on  board  eighty  transports.  It  was  conveyed  by  eight 
privateers  o<  twenty  gone,  and  ten  small  vessels;  and  it  sailed  im 
March  20th,  1745,  arriving  at  Canso  on  April  4th.  This  was 
immediately  aftet  it  had  become  known  in  New  England  that 
Commodore  Warren  had  received  orders  to  co-operate  in  the  under- 
takintr.  The  expedition  reached  Canso  before  the  Commodore, 
and  ^Iv.  Pepperel  wisely  employed  his  time  in  exercising  and 
drilling  his  troops.  Meanwhile  Mr.  John  lious,  master  of  the 
Shirley  Galley^  the  largest  of  the  privateers,  proceeded  ofi  the 
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harbour  of  Louisbourg  to  intercept  supplies  intended  for  the  place. 
That  he  did  so  was  fortunate,  for  the  French  Government,  hearing 
of  the  projected  attack,  had  hastily  despatched  the  lienovtmee,  32, 
one  of  its  fastest  frigates,  commanded  by  the  celebrated  Kersaint, ' 
with  dispatches  for  Louisbourg.  On  April  18th,  she  sighted  Kous's 
blockading  squadron,  which  verj'  pluckily  attacked  her  and  forced 


%'ICE-ADUIUAL  8Ut  P£TKK  W.\RRKK,  K.B. 
(fmwi  a  Hthogntph  by  Rhitev  In  the  'Saml  CTwoWc,'  IHW.) 


her  ;to  fly,  greatly  disabled.  In  her  flight  she  encountered  some 
transports,  which,  escorted  by  a  privateer,  were  on  their  way  to  join 
Peppcrel.  These  she  attacked,  but  the  privateer  defended  them  so 
well  that  once  more  she  made  sail  and  got  away.  The  lienommie 
had  finally  to  return  to  France  without  having  effected  her  purpose. 
Commodore  Warren's  squadron  from  the  ^yest  Indies  reached 

'  A  biograpliical  note  concerning  tliis  gallant  officer  will  be  founU  on  pp.  219,  220  of 
tlie  preecut  volume. 
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Caiiso  on  April  22ud  and  23rd,  aud  consisted  of  His  Majesty's  ships 
Superb,  60,  Captain  Thomas  Somers,  bearing  the  Commodore's  broad 
pennant ;  FJthnm,  40,  Captain  PhiHp  Dnrcll  (1> ;  Launceston,  40, 
Captaui  Warwick  Cahiiady ;  and  Mt  rninn},  40,  Captain  James 
Douglas  (1).  in  the  coui*se  of  the  subsequent  operations,  it  was 
joined  by  seveial  other  YesselB.  Warren  lost  no  time  m.  landuig 
uid  in  conferring  with  Hfr.  Fqpperel.  Eetarning  on  board,  he  sailed 
again,  and  effectually  blockaded  the  harbour  of  Louiabonrg.  The 
troops  at  Canso  were  re-embarked  on  April  29th,  conveyed  to  Gabarus 
Bay,  near  LooisbcHirg,  and  landed  on  the  morning  of  tlie  30th.  The 
French  garrison  was  discontented  and  mutinous,  nrid  its  nfticers 
wcYv  tyrannical  and  corrupt,  so  that  M.  de  Cliainlinii.  tlit.-  (ioNLrnor, 
feared  tu  attack  tlie  invaders  after  the}'  had  nitlictiid  one  Hiuall  cheek 
upon  him.  Thus,  the  expedition  had  leisure  to  establish  itself 
ashore  and  to  rapidly  become  disciplined  and  formidable.  In  tiie 
meantime,  the  Benaminie  had  returned  to  France  with  the  news 
of  what  was  going  on,  wh^enpon  the  French  Govermnent  hastily 
despatched  the  Vigilante,  64,  with  stores  for  the  threatened  fortress. 
She  was,  however,  intercepted  and  cajitmcd  l>y  AViirren's  squadron 
on  May  lUth.  A  general  attack  by  land  and  sea  upon  Louisbonr^ 
was  imminent,  when  on  June  28th  the  place  surrendered.  Tlie 
British  lost  during  the  operations  only  101  killed,  while  the  French 
Ices  was  900. 

With  Lonisbonrg  fell  the  whole  of  Cape  Breton.  The  conquest 
was  of  immense  importuioe.  It  not  only  destroyed  a  nest  ot  French 

privateers,  but  it  also  relieved  the  British  fishermen  on  ttie  banks 
of  Newfoundland  from  much  dangerous  rivalry-.  Moreover,  it  had 
a  f^rcat  moral  effect  upon  the  Indians  throughout  North  America. 
Those  wlio  had  taken  part  in  it  were  fittincrlyand  liberally  rewarded. 
Warren  was  promutetl  to  be  liear-Admiral  oi  the  Blue,  Governor 
Shirley,  of  Massachusetts,  was  made  a  colonel,  aud  Mr.  WilUam 
Pepperel,  bendes  also  being  made  a  cokmd,  was  created  a  baronet  of 
Great  Britain.  Nor  the  sailors  neglected.  The  ShirUy  Galley 
was  purchased  by  the  Government,  and  added  to  tiie  Kavy  as  a 
post  ship  ;  and  her  late  mastw,  Mr.  John  Kous,  was  prc<;rnted  with 
a  post-captain's  commission  and  npfwintcd  tn  her.  Finally,  the 
roliiiiists  were  reimbursed  by  I'arliament  for  all  the  expenses  which 
they  had  incurred  in  connection  with  the  expedition. 

The  despatch  of  Vice-Admital  Thomas  Davers  with  remforce- 
ments  to  the  West  Indies  has  already  heexi  mentioned.  Upon 
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the  i'rench  Ministiy  1  tearing  of  it,  it  also  s^jnt  thither  a  strong 
reinforcement,  under  the  Chpvalier  d(»  Caylus,  who  annved  at 
Martinique  on  March  26Lh,  1745.  No  sooner  was  the  British 
Ministry  advised  of  its  departure,  than  it  ordered  Vice-AdnuFal 
William  Bovrley,  {hen  in  command  in  the  Mediteraanean,  to  detadi 
to  the  West  Indies  a  ooneiderable  divisioai  under  Vioe-Admiial 
Isaac  Townsend  (2),  who  left  GihnJtsr  on  Angost  2nd,  and  amved 
off  Martinique  on  October  Srd.  He  fell  in,  on  October  31st,  with  a 
squadron  of  ships  of  war  and  store  ships,  destined  to  further 
reinforce  the  French ;  and.  chasing  it,  ultimately  took  or  destroyed 
upwards  of  thirty  nut  of  about  forty  sail. 

In  the  Mediterranean,  Vice-Admiral  William  Ivowley  blockaded 
the  Spaniards  in  Cartagena,  while  Kear-Admiral  Henry  Medley 
watched  the  coaeta  of  Italy  and  prevented  supplies  from  leadiing 
the  Spanish  Aimy  there.  Commodore  Henry  Osbom  observed  the 
French  Brnt  squadron,  whidb  lay  at  CSadiz.  When  Genoa  threw 
in  her  lot  with  the  House  of  Bourbon,  Coiumodore  Thomas  Cooper 
was  detached  to  bombard  the  ports  of  that  Republic,  and  he  caused 
several  of  them  to  sufTor  very  severely,  The  difficulties  of  Genoa 
indnccd  the  Corsicans  to  make  an  effort  to  throw  oil  the  Genoese 
yoke  and  to  seek  British  and  Sardinian  assistance ;  whereupon 
Commodore  Cooper  went  to  Corsica,  and  on  November  i7th,  1745, 
andiored  off  Bastia.  The  place  was  bombarded  until  the  19th, 
when  the  ships  relinqnidied  the  attack,  and  withdrew,  CoqDer 
despairing  of  the  arrival  of  the  promised  Corsican  assistance.  But 
his  action  was  a  little  prmoature ;  for  one  of  the  rebel  chiefs,  the 
Maxchese  de  Rivarole,  had  already  arrived,  and,  just  after  the 
disappeamncc  of  tlie  British,  threatened  the  town  with  such  good 
effect,  that  the  Chevalier  de  ^Fari,  the  representative  of  Gennesc 
authority,  findmg  tlie  defences  untenable  in  consequence  of  the 
damage  that  had  already  been  received  by  them  from  the  British 
squadron,  carried  off  his  garrison  by  sea.  A  little  later  Commodore 
Cooper  sent  to  Corsica  Captain  the  Hon.  George  Townshend,  who 
discovoced  that  the  Genoese  held  only  a  few  towns,  and  that  the 
tfliland  was  in  a  fiur  way  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  patriots. 

The  success  at  Louisbourg  directed  attention  to  the  importance 
of  British  interests  in  North  America,  and  in  1746  suggested  fresh 
nndertalvinps  in  that  quarter.  An  attaek  on  Quebec  was  projected, 
and  it  was  proposed  to  utilise  for  the  ])iu-pose  tlie  colonial  troops, 
which  had  done  so  well  at  Cape  Breton  in  the  previous  year. 
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strengttteniitg  tbem  of  course  by  meama  of  large  detaohmenta  from 
England.  Preparatiana  were  made,  and  troopa  woe  assembled  at 
Portsmouth  and  rvph  embarked ;  but  vanons  cauaea  detained  the 

fleet  at  Spithead  until  too  late  in  the  season,  nnd  the  enterprise  was, 
for  a  time,  abandoned.  RumourH  of  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment had,  as  was  usual  in  those  tLiys,  promptly  reached  the  ears  of 
the  French  XEtuistryj  which  decided  to  retahate  for  the  threatened 
British  invasion  of  Canada  by  a  deaeent  upon  Nora  Scotia.  In 
puzaaanoe  of  tbia  determination  a  large  force  waa  aent  acroea  the 
Atlantic  under  the  Due  d'AnviUe. 

British  public  opinion  had  been  much  attracted  by  the  Quebec 
idea,  and  was  greatly  diagtisted  by  the  failm-e  of  the  expedition  to 
sail.  To  pacify  the  people,  it  was  hinted  tliat  the  troops  which 
had  been  assembled  were  not  to  remain  unemployed ;  and,  a 
httle  later,  as  will  be  seen,  they  were  directed  upon  the  coast 
of  France. 

The  French  fleet  of  eleven  sail  of  the  line  and  fifty-^n  ships, 
three  frigates,  three  fireshipa  and  two  bomb>veaada,  under  the  Due 
d'Anville,  with  tranqsorts  and  storeshipa  containing  8500  troops, 
sailed  from  Breat  on  June  22nd,  1746,  and  arrived  off  the  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia  on  Septenit^er  10th.  But  on  its  passage  it  was  much 
damaged  and  weakened  by  a  violent  storm.  Vice>Admiral  Isaac 
Tn\\-nsend,  who  was  then  at  Louisbonrfr,  had  with  him  an  inferior 
force,  but  had  the  advanta^^e  of  assistance  from  New  Enfrlfind,  and 
of  a  well  fortified  base.  The  sudden  death  of  d'Anville  depressed  the 
spirits  of  the  French  expedition,  and  although  the  enemy  did  land,  he 
aoon  decided  not  to  proaecute  the  object  for  which  he  liad  crossed  the 
Atlantic.  D'Anville's  successor,  M.  Toumel,  a  man  of  impetuous 
temper,  could  not  agree  with  the  resolutions  of  the  majority  of  his 
officera;  and,  considering  that  if  he  retreated  he  would  be  dis- 
honoured, he  solved  hia  O^ii  difficulties  by  committing  suicide,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  complicated  the  confusion  into  which  his  im- 
fortunate  command  had  fallen.  M.  de  La  Jonqui^re  succeeded  him  ; 
but  by  that  time,  o^nnp  to  delay  and  neglect,  the  troo])s  had  been 
almost  exterminated  by  scurvy  and  by  a  small-pox  epidemic.  Some 
succour  was  therefore  sent  to  Quebec,  and  the  rest  of  the  expedition, 
in  a  very  bad  case,  returned  to  Europe.  On  the  voyage  several  of 
the  veasels  composing  it  were  snapped  up  by  British  cruisaB. 

The  troops  which  had  been  assembled  at  Portsmouth  for  the 
imdf>Ttftkipg  against  Quebec  were,  as  has  been  said  transported  to 
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the  coast  of  France.  Conimanfl  of  them  had  been  friveii  to  Lient.- 
General  tho  Hon.  James  St.  Clair,  chiefly  for  the  reason  that, 
besides  bting  an  excellent  uliicer,  he  liad  made  a  special  study  of 
the  mihtar^'  position  in  Canada.  When  the  destination  of  the 
expedition  was  altered,  the  command^  perhaps  unwisely,  was  not 
changed.  The  fleet  destined  to  convoy  tiie  army  was  entmsted  to 
Admiral  Bachard  Lestock  (B.)  The  idea  of  the  Goveniment  was 
that  a  descent  npon  the  coast  of  Brittany  might  induce  the  French, 
who  were  "very  powerful  in  Flanders,  to  detach  part  of  the  anny 
which  was  operatinji  there  under  Marshal  Saxe.  But  the  affair 
was  wretchedly  mnnnfffd.  Thr  Gonrral  had  no  ppccial  k7inw1pfl[re  ; 
the  troops  wrrc  uiiprL^iared  fur  the  serMce;  and  no  maps  of  tiie 
country'  to  be  attacked  were  provided.  St.  Clair  asked  for  a  map  of 
Brittany,  and  the  Government  sent  hini,  by  express,  a  map  of 
Gasoony.  Nor  had  the  coast  been  properly  reoonnoitred.  It  was 
little  known  to  any  of  the  British  naval  officers  of  tiie  time,  and 
the  charts  of  those  days  were  veiy  indifferent. 

Lestock  dr tachc-d  Coiiiinodore  Thomas  Cotes  to  look  in  at  Port 
Louis  and  neigbbooring  places,  and  to  find  some  convenient  spot 
for  landing  near  Lonent.  With  the  main  hody  of  tlio  fleet  he 
himself  sailed  from  St.  Helen's  on  Au^'ust  5th,  but  did  not  clear 
the  coast  of  England  until  September  i4th,  nor  reach  that  of  France 
t^ll  September  19th,  when  Cotes  rejoined  him.  A  lauding  was  in 
time  effected,  and  the  troops  began  to  advance  npon  Lorient ;  bat 
the  country  was  a  close  one,  and  greatly  facilitated  the  guerilla 
opraations  of  the  French.  Lorient,  neverthdess,  appeared  to  be 
disposed  to  treat ;  and  it  would  no  doubt  have  surrendered  to  the 
British  commander  if  he  had  been  inclined  to  deal  leni^tly.  Yet 
as  he  would  accept  all  or  nothing,  the  place  sturdily  prepared  to 
defend  itself.  The  siege  was  bejjnn  in  a  partial  and  ineffectual  way ; 
but  so  many  neeessarj'  supplies  were  wantuirr  that  progress  was 
ver>'  slow,  and,  though  the  sailors  from  the  Heet  co-operated  with 
marvellous  energy,  the  enterprise  was  at  last  concluded  to  be 
impracticable  and  the  troops  were  re-embarked,  very  sickly  from 
the  consequences  of  esposnrs,  on  S^tember  SOth.  At  a  council  of 
war  the  project  of  a  landing  in  Quibenm  Bay  was  discussed  and 
rejected,  but  on  October  Ist,  Lestock  received  so  favourable  a  report 
from  Captain  Thmiias  Lake  of  the  Exeter,  of  the  anchorage  there, 
that  he  and  G(  neral  St.  Clair  decided,  in  spite  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  council  of  war,  to  proceed  and  there  await  reinforcements  from 
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England,  meanwlule  haniaong  the  enemy  whenever  poenble*  Tbe 
fieet  wiled,  and  some  troops  were  landed  and  works  erected ;  tiat, 

after  hesitation  and  paltering,  the  forces  were  xe-^barked.  Mean- 
time the  isles  of  Houat  and  Hoedic  had  been  reduced  and  the 
fnrtificntinns  iipon  them  destroyed.  Tbe  troops  were  ultirnat^'ly 
^nt  uii(l<_r  convoy  to  Ireland,  and  Lostock,  with  tlic  Imik  of  the 
fleet,  returned  to  England.  No  glory  was  won,  but  the  exi>edition 
partially  attained  its  original  object.  f<»r  ofdeis  were  actually  sent  to 
Mandial  Saxe  from  Paris,  directing  him  to  despatch  troops  to 
Brittany.  These  did  not,  however,  reach  him  nntil  he  had  so  well 
established  his  position  in  Elands  as  to  be  well  able  to  afford  to 
weaken  himself. 

At  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  active  allianoc  between 
the  French  and  Spaniards,  M.  La  Bourdonnriis,  "^ovcnuir  of  the  Isle 
of  France,  happened  to  bo  at  Versailles.  He  was  a  most  far-si^lited 
administrator  and  capable  soldier,  and,  had  bis  advice  been  followed, 
<he  fate  of  India  might  have  been  very  different  from  what  it  has 
been.  He  advised  his  Government  to  send  a  strong  squadron  to  the 
Indian  seas,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  all  eventualities.  A  squadron  of 
five  sail  of  the  line  was  ac^cordingly  collected,  and  c(mmiand  of  it 
was  entrusted  to  La  Bourdonnais  liiinself.  ile  was  f,'iven  great 
powere  over  the  oftirers  nf  the  l'rt.'iicli  Ea^t  Lidia  Company  in 
Lidia  ;  and  the  Company  became  an.xious  concerning  its  rights  and 
privileges  as  soon  as  he  had  sailed.  The  directors  persuaded  the 
French  Ministry  that  hostilities  in  India  were  not  likely,  and  that, 
the  repreeentativea  of  the  two  countries  there  being  wcdusively 
teaders,  it  was  unwise  in  the  highest  degree  to  provoke  ill«wiU  where 
neutrality  would,  in  all  probability,  be  observed  if  i*  >  ;i<:grcssive 
mea-sures  were  taken.  Tlio  s(juadrnn  was  Hceordinf,'ly  recalled  but 
La  Bonrdonnais  liiniself  proceeded,  ami,  with  the  slender  resonrces 
he  iKisspssed,  lu'  aiisembled  a  motley  s-juadrnn,  which  inclnded  only 
one  kmg's  t.hip,  the  Achille,  70.  With  her  and  seven  other  vestiels, 
armed  merchantmen,  he  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Gonnnandel. 

Commodore  Curtis  Bamet,  who  had  gone  to  Madras  in  the 
beginning  of  1746,  would  have  been  a  worthy  opponent  even  for  so 
great  a  man  as  La  Bourdonnais ;  and  he  was  preparing  to  take 
active  measures  against  the  French,  when,  on  April  29th,  he  died. 
His  successor.  Commodore  Edward  Peyton,  was  apparently  a  less 
energetic  and  capable  otlicer.  He  was  cruising  between  Fort  St. 
David  and  Negapatam  when,  on  June  25th,  he  sighted  the  French 
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squadron.'  M.  La  Bourdonnais,  thou<:h  couscious  that  his  ships  in 
strength  of  armament  and  iu  discipline  were  very  inferior  to  the 
British,  decided  to  utihse  the  only  superiority  which  he  posseiised, 
the  superiority  in  men,  and  to  attempt  to  boatd.  Doriug  the  earlier 
pftrt  of  the  day  there  was  little  breeze ;  and  Peyton,  who  probably 
grasped  the  idea  of  the  French  admiral,  kept  as  near  fhe  wind 
as  posaiblet  ao  that  the  two  fleets  were  niubble  to  come  to  close 
action.  Not  until  four  in  the  afternoon  did  they  begin  to  engage ; 
and  even  then  the  firing  was  maintained  at  such  a  distance  that 
little  damaf^f^  was  done  to  either  side.  Peyton  mip;ht  have  an- 
nihilated his  foe  had  he  vcutiu'ed  sulVicienllv  close  to  take  full 
advantage  o£  the  stouter  scantling  ol  his  ships,  and  of  the  heavier 
gmis  which  they  carried.  But  he  did  not  attack  with  dash ;  and  at 
dusk  the  action  ceased,  the  British  having  lost  fonrtem  men  killed 
and  forty-six  wonnded,  and  the  eoKmy  twenty-seven  kiUed  and  fifty- 
three  wounded.  The  British  vessd  which  safFered  chie%  was  the 
Medway's  Prize.  On  the  other  side,  the  Iii.<!i!airf  was  so  badly 
mauled  that,  immediately  after  the  action.  La  Bourdonnais  had  to 
order  her  awaj'  to  repair.  Peyton's  behaviour  gave  great  umbrage 
to  the  liast  India  Company  ;  bnt  no  one  ever  brought  any  specific 
charge  against  the  commodore.  Commodore  Thomas  Griihii  U) 
afterwards  superseded  him,  put  him  under  arrest,  and  scut  him 
home ;  bat  the  matter  went  no  further. 

*  b<tDADiiON'«  vr  C'uMXOi>ouE  Pevtok  aKi>  M.  La.  Buubuunkais  i» 
THE  Action  «r  Jvkb  25th,  17-16. 
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Sotr.c  FreticJi  ncrninit>  luriitinn  ;ui'  !!icr  ariric-l  vossel,  the  ttenominet,  '1^.  as  havii)^ 
be«a  wtUi  La  Buurduiuiai»,  in  .idditioD  to  the  ships  Qam«d  above.  The  British  official 
MOOODt  dao  nMntioM  »  ninth  Bhi|H  tmsM  unkDowa,  mouDting^  howe?ttr,  20  gmis  Obl^. 
All  t)ji>  French  ships,  however,  except  the  Ai  h!^!>  .  were  merely  ilt^»iOtria<d  tllMtH>f-wiar, 
aud  were,  in  that  rebpect,  greatly  iuferiur  to  the  Uriii«b. 
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The  activity  of  La  Bourdomiais  was  hamj^ered  by  the  jealousy 
of  M.  Dupleix,  Governor  in  India  for  the  French  East  India 
Company.  Dissensions  continually  arose  owing  to  the  natural 
comphcatinns  of  anthon'ty ;  and  the  naval  coiniiiiinder  could  obtain 
scarcely  any  help  irom  the  civil  one.  La  Bourdoiiuais,  ueverthe- 
lesBy  made  shift  to  refit,  and  on  July  24th  sailed  agaiu  from 
Pondieheny  and.  -worked  to  the  eonthwud.  On  Auguat  6th  he 
sighted  the  British  squadron,  which  was  returning  hom  Trincomale, 
where  it  had  refitted.  Peyton  avdded  aetion,  and,  after  three  days 
<tf  futile  manoeuvres,  made  sail  and  disappeared.  This  conduct 
encouraged  La  Bourdonnais  to  plan  an  attack  upon  Madras.  He 
was  taken  ill  and  had  to  remain  at  Pondicherr\' ;  l>ut  his  squadron 
appeared  before  tlie  place  on  August  15th '  and  bombarded  it.  The 
guns,  however,  produced  httle  effect  upon  the  town ;  nor  did  iht; 
French  succeed  in  an  attempt  to  capture  the  Princess  Mary,  East 
indiaman,  which  lay  in  the  road. 

One  of  the  ohjects  of  the  British  squadron  in  the  East  Indies 
was  of  course  to  be  a  protection  to  British  settlements  and  British 
trade ;  yet  it  did  not  proceed  to  the  SUCOOUr  of  Madras.  Peyton, 
lying  in  Pulicat  Road,  thirty  miles  to  the  northward,  heard,  on 
Angtist  2r)th,  of  wliat  had  happened  in  the  previous  week  ;  l)ut. 
msuad  of  goin^;  to  the  rescue  of  the  threatened  tovNTi,  he  went 
to  Bengal,  his  excuse  beins  that  the  Mcdicdi/s  Prize  was  very  leaky 
aud  needed  repairs.  La  Bourdoimais  was  thus  induced  to  proceed. 
On  September  3rd  his  squadron  disembarked  troops,  aud  on  the 
7th  a  bombardment  of  iHladras  by  land  and  sea  was  begun.  On 
the  10th  ^e  place  capitulated,  upon  the  understanding  that  it 
should  8ubseg[uently  be  ransomed.  On  September  27th,  while  still 
before  Madras,  La  Bourdonnais  was  reinforced  by  three  ships  of 
the  line  from  Europe,  the  Centaure,  74,  Mars,  56,  and  lirillant,  50. 
His  operations  were  still  hampered  by  the  interference  of  Dupleix ; 
but,  on  Ociobtr  1st,  he  was  able  to  send  off  two  of  his  vessek  with 
booty,  etc.,  to  Pondicherr}'.  It  was  foi'tunate  thai  he  did  so,  for 
otherwise  he  would  probably  have  lost  akuosL  all  his  squadron.  On 
the  night  of  October  2nd  there  was  a  great  stotm ;  and,  in  the  course 
of  it,  the  Duo  d^OrUanSt  PhSmx,  and  Lys  foundered,  and  about 
twelve  hundred  men  were  lost  with  them.  Two  prizes,  the  Mermaid 
and  the  Advieet  shared  the  same  fate,  and  the  flagship,  ilcM/e,  and 

*  Aa  account  ittixd  by  the  Hon.  £.  L  C.  says  that  the  eDeiuj  apiteaied  at  Uadnui 
on  Angnat  XOtb. 


122 


MAJOn  OPERATIONS,  171^1762. 


[1746. 


two  other  vessels  were  diBmasted.  In  fact,  every  craft  in  the  road- 
stead either  sank  or  bulVered  most  severely. 

lu  regard  to  the  promised  raiiBom  ot  the  tuwu,  La  liourdonnais 
behaved  throughout  Uke  a  man  of  honour ;  but  Dupleix  seems 
never  to  have  intended  that  the  conditions  should  be  carried  oat ; 
and  when  La  Bourdonnais  had  gone  to  Manritins,  on  his  way  home 
to  Fiance,  Dnpleiz,  to  the  astonishment  of  many  even  of  his  own 
officm,  caused  the  treaty  to  be  declared  void.  The  arrival  of 
Commodore  Thomas  Griflin  (1)  from  England  soon  afterwards,  com- 
pelled the  Fioiioli  tn  <1esist  frnm  a  projected  attack  on  Fort  8t- 
David,  and  to  withdraw  nearly  all  their  forces  to  Poiulu  lu  iry. 

On  the  Leeward  Islands'  stati(ni,  Vice-Admiral  Isaac  I'ownsend 
commanded  at  the  beginning  o£  1746;  but  very  early  in  the  year 
he  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  the  greater  part  of  his  aqnadzon 
to  Louisbourg.  He  sailed  from  St.  Kittys  in  January,  and,  on  his 
way,  met  with  so  violent  a  storm  that  all  his  ships  except  two, 
the  Princcsa  and  IpsuHcht  were  obliged  to  return,  and  those  two, 
terribly  disabled,  had  to  bear  away  for  England.  The  Ipstt>iehf 
which  rt  ;u  hed  I'lymouth  on  April  'i'ind,  was  only  saved  hy  a 
most  lirilliant  display  of  seamanship,  after  her  crew  had  sufCeired 
great  hard^hi])s. 

When  \  ice-A(liniral  Townsend  had  rutitted,  he  agani  sailed  for 
Louisbourg,  leaving  Commodore  the  Hon.  Fitzroy  Henry  Lee  in 
command  in  the  West  Indies.  Lee  was  ultimately  superseded  by 
Ccnnmodoro  the  Hon.  Edward  Legge.  Both  Lee  and  L^^  were 
unfortunate  in  tiieir  attempts  to  intercept  French  convoys,  several 
of  which,  under  the  care  of  M.  do  Cionflans,  escaped  thvm.  On 
one  occasion,  as  will  be  seen,  Conflans  would  have  come  ofif  badly 
l)ut  for  the  cowardice  of  Commodore  ComcHus  Mitchell.  On 
another  occasion,  he  fell  in  with  the  B^citish  Leeward  Islands* 
convoj\  escorted  by  the  Severn,  50,  Captain  William  Lisle,  and 
the  Woolwich,  50,  Captain  Joseph  Lingen.  Lisle,  who  w'as  the 
senior  (^cer,  ordered  the  convoy  to  die^erse  and  each  vessel  to 
shift  for  herself.  Conflans,  in  the  Tem6^e,  74,  with  anothw  ship 
of  the  line,  diased  him,  and  after  three  hours'  action,  obliged  the 
Severn  to  strike ;  but  the  Wooitoich  got  away,  and  none  oi  the 
convoy  were  taken.  Lisle's  action  was  considered  so  creditable 
that,  after  his  exchange,  he  was  at  once  givm  the  command  of 
a  larger  ship,  the  Vujilant,  64. 

At  Jamaica,  Vice-Admiral  Davers  commanded  until  his  death; 
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but,  being  very  ill  witli  had  to  depute  C;ipt;iin  Cornelius 

Mitchell  to  go  in  ht-arch  nt"  >[.  de  Conflans.  who  was  e\]>ected  with 
a  convoy  of  ninety  uifcicluiutmeii  at  Cape  i'ian(,ois.  jSlitchcll  had 
four  sail  of  the  line,  a  frigate,  and  a  aloop  ^ ;  Conflans  had  but  four 
vessels  in  all';  and  Mitchdl's  superiority,  though  small,  should, 
perhaps,  have  sufficed.  MitcheQ  sighted  the  convoy  on  August  3rd 
off  Cape  St.  Nicolas ;  but,  as  promptly  as  possible,  he  ordered  his 
ships  to  close,  and  held  a  council  of  war.  It  was  thereupon  resolved 
to  wait  till  daylight  before  l)earing  down  upon  the  enemy ;  but,  on 
the  foUo^in*;  inoming,  MitchoU  \va^  so  l)ackwar(l  in  bringing  on 
an  engagement,  in  spite  of  the  evident  willingness  oi  Coutians,  that 
at  4  I'.M.  the  squudiuns  had  not  exchanged  a  shot.  At  that  hour 
everything  was  in  his  favour,  and  the  breeze  was  fair ;  but  he 
hauled  to  the  wind  and  shortened  sail.  The  enemy,  after  he  had 
recovered  from  his  astonishment,  gave  chase;  and  his  headmost 
ship  ovahauled  the  Lenox,  64,  at  about  8  p.m.,  and  fought  her, 
without  result,  for  an  hour  and  a  half.  Mitchell  that  night  ordered 
his  ships  to  proceed  without  lights,  and  laid  his  course  for  Jamaica, 
where,  on  October  Kith,  owing  tn  tlic  '1'  "t!-  '  t  Vice-Admimi  Davers, 
the  command  devolved  upon  him.  iit  haviour  havui^'  l>een 

represented  to  the  Admiralty,  he  was  siipt  rsedcd,  and  was  tried 
at  Jamaica  by  court-martial  on  January  2;SLh  following.  The  court 
convicted  him  of  cowaadice  and  neglect  of  duty ;  but  less  severe 
than  many  of  the  naval  courts  of  that  period,  sentenced  him  only 
to  be  mulcted  of  five  years'  pay,  adjudging  him  at  the  same  time 
to  be  incapable  of  again  serving  in  the  Navy. 

In  the  Meditt  rranean  during  1746  a  large  fleet,  under  Vioft- 
Admiral  Henry  Medley  and  Kear-Admiral  the  Hon.  John  Byng, 
nffered  much  assistance  to  the  Austrians  and  their  allies,  and  co- 
operated with  success  with  the  army  wLiLh.  under  (General  lUowne, 
crossed  the  Var  on  December  Ist.  A  detachment  of  mimW  vessels 
under  Captain  Hugh  Forbes,  of  the  Phanix,  '20,  and  Commander 
THlliam  Martin  (2),  of  the  Terrible,  6,  lent  valuable  aid  to  the 
troops.  Medley  also  blockaded  Antibes,  assisted  in  the  capture  of 
Ste.  Marguerite,  and  lent  help  to  the  insurgents  in  Corsica. 

The  year  1747  was  upon  the  whole  very  successM  for  Great 

Stntffardt  60,  CapU  Cornelius  Mitchell;  Lchox,  G4,  Ca^^t.  i'eter  Lawreoce; 
Flsmovik,  60,  C»pt  Digby  Dent  (2);  WoneOtr,  60,  Oipt.  lliciaM  Aodiem(2); 

Gilford,  44,  C'apt.  Etlward  Rich  ;  ami  Dntkr,  14,  Cotmurtmler  Edwafd  Clark  (I), 
^  Terrible,  74 ;  Ar/ii«N«,  74 ;  Akion,  50 ;  and  Gloire,  40. 
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Britain,  although  it  witnessed  some  check  to  the  cause  of  Britain's 
allies  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  Austrinns  were  obliged,  by 
Marshal  Belleisle,  to  recross  the  Var;  aiid  tlie  Gc^nocsc^  succeeded 
in  defeating  the  patriots  in  Corsica,  and  in  driving  them  to  the 
interior  of  the  island.  On  the  other  hand,  Vice-Admiral  Medley 
not  only  mamtamed  the  blockade  of  Cartagena,  bat  also  intercepted 
a  French  expedition  from  Toulon  to  G«ioa.  Medlar  died  in  Vado 
Bay  on  August  5th,  when  Bear-AdmixaL  the  Hon.  John  Byng 
succeeded  to  the  command. 

In  the  East  Indies,  Bear-Admiral  Thomas  GrifiEin  kept  M. 
Dupleix  on  the  defensive,  and,  at  Madras,  took  and  burnt  the 
Neptune,  34,  whicli  liad  been  left  there  by  M.  La  l^ourdonnais. 
At  Jamaica,  Captain  I)i,i,'by  Dent  ('2)  commanded  until  the  arrival  of 
Eear-Adnural  Charles  Knowles.  On  the  Leeward  Islands'  station, 
Commodore  the  Hon.  Edwaid  L^ge  commanded  until  his  death 
on  September  9th,  1747,  and  was  succeeded  by  Captain  George 
Focock.  On  eadi  of  these  stations  the  croiserB  were  snccessfal  as 
well  as  active,  but  all  the  great  naval  transactions  ot  the  year 
happened  on  the  Atlantic  coasts  of  Europe. 

France  fitted  out  two  considerable  squadrons ;  one  under  the 
Marquis  de  La  Jonqni^re,  intended  for  the  recovery  of  Cttpc  Breton, 
and  tbc  other  mider  i\L  Grou  de  St.  Gtjorges,  of  the  French  East 
India  Cuuipany's  service,  for  co-opcraiiou  in  the  conquest  of  British 
settlements  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel.  It  was  arranged  that,  in 
order  the  more  snxely  to  escape  the  dangers  presented  by  British 
naval  sap^riority  in  the  home  seas,  the  two  squadrons  should  d^art 
from  France  together  and  proceed  for  some  distance  in  company. 

The  projects  of  the  French  were  known  in  England ;  and  a 
squadron,  under  Vice-Admiral  George  Anson  and  Bear- Admiral  Peter 
Warren,  was  specially  fitted  out  to  checkmate  tbun.  The  iarce^ 
which  were  ultimately  opposed  one  to  the  other  are  set  forth  in  the 
note^  (p.  125).  The  I'rench  had  with  them  a  convoy,  which  brought 
the  total  number  of  their  sail  up  to  thirty-eight.  M.  de  St.  Georges 
left  Qroix  in  March,  but,  after  suffering  some  losses  from  British 
cmisNS  and  from  very  bad  weather,  had  to  pat  into  the  road  of 
Isle  d'Aix.  La  Jonqui^re  th^  joined  him  and  the  two  finslly  sailed 
on  April  29th.  Anson  and  Warren  had  left  England  on  April  9th 
and  had  proceeded  oflT  Cape  Finisterre,  where,  on  May  3rd,  the  Cape 
bearing  S.E.,  distant  twenty-foiu:  leagues,  they  sighted  the  French. 
La  Jonqui^re  thereupon  caused  twelve  of  his  best  ships  to  shorten 
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sail  and  form  a  line  of  battle  ahead,  while  the  lest  stretched  to  the 
westward  and  crowded  pvpr\'  possible  stitch  of  canvas.  Anson  also 
made  signal  for  a  line  of  l):ittle,  believint,'  appiirently  that  he  was  in 
the  presence  of  a  more  formidable  bquadrou  than  was  reiilly  before 
him ;  but,  at  Wan'eu'&  instance,  he  substituted  the  signal  for  a 
general  chaae.  La  Jonqm&re  was  but  ill-supported.  Sevezal  of  tite 
Frencb  East  India  ships,  eqMdally  the  Vigilant  and  Modeste,  and 
later  the  ThiHs  and  Apdhtif  looked  to  noticing  but  the  idea  of  saying 
themselves.  It  is  useless  to  examine  the  tactical  details  of  an  action 
of  this  kind.  Suffice  to  say,  that,  after  a  running  fight  lasting  from 
4  to  7  P.M.,  in  which  several  of  the  French  captains  behaved  with 
great  courage  and  ftthers  conducted  themselves  with  e(juiil  cowardice, 
all  the  shipji  which  had  remained  in  the  French  line  struck.  At 
7  P.M.  Anson  brought  to,  and  detached  the  Monmoutht  Yarmouth 
and  NoUingham  in  pursnit  of  tiie  oonvojp  which  then  bore  W.  by 
S.W.p  distant  about  five  leagues,  and  whidi  had  been  followed  and 
ofaserred  during  the  action  by  the  Falcon,  These  ships  captured  the 
Vigilanf,  the  MoiUste  and  Hba  Dartmouth,  once  a  British  privateer, 
together  with  six  of  the  convoy.    Night  saved  the  rest. 


*  Aenos  BsnrsEx  TicB-AmriBAi.  Amo!*  axd  M.  us  La  3w*iBdx% 

May  3rp,  1747. 

TIm  iicoouot  of  the  action,  as  well  m  the  fullowing  lUt,  U  tMUod  upoa  the  Bcitiah  and 
French  dispatches,  and  espocially  u]x>n  the  pa|wn  of  La  Jonqi^^  la  tin  Arvbivet 

lie  la  Marine,  and  upon  the  report  of  La  Galernerie. 
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The  battle,  considermu  its  luitiue,  was  a  costly  one.  The  French 
lost  about  700  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  British,  520.  Among  the 
Frmoh  offioera  killed  was  Captoin  de  8aliaz,  and  among  those 
wonnded  were  La  Jonqui&ie  himself  and  d'Auhigny,  his  flag  captain. 
On  the  British  side  Captain  Thomas  GrmviUe,  of  the  Defianee, 
was  killed,  and  Captain  Boscawen,  of  the  Namur,  wounded.  The 
victors  found  specie  to  the  value  of  £300,000  on  board  the  prizes. 
For  this  service  Anson  was  created  a  peer,  and  Warren,  a  K  B.  All 
the  men-of-war  taken,  and  also  the  East  Indiamaii  'f/irds,  were 
purchased  into  the  Kojal  Nav)-.  The  name  oL  the  ^Sineux  was 
changed  to  Jntnjml,  and  that  of  the  Diamattt  to  Isis. 

The  Tictoiy  was  valuable  if  not  exactly  brilliant.  Comm«iting 
upon  it,  and  upon  the  other  great  action  of  the  year,  Captain.  Mahan 
says : 

*»Two  encountoni  betweeD  English  ami  Frendi  siiuadrons  bapi>eiwd  during  the  year 
1747,  c  Hi]  !i  tiiig  the  dpstruction  if  t!u  Fieuch  lighting  navy.  In  both  cases  the 
EuglUh  were  docidedJy  sui)erior,  and  tiiuugli  tliore  was  given  o|>|R>rtuuity  for  eoine 
brillwnt  fighting  by  particular  captains  a»d  for  t)ie  display  of  heroic  endurance  on  the 
jxirt  cf  the  French,  greatly  outuuial'  ii  ii,  Imr  it>i>inr.:  v.>  tLu  Li^;,  only  «>ne  tactical 
lei^son  is  aiTorded.  This  le*<ou  i«  that,  wht  ii  thf  i  uluiv,  LiditT  tu>  the  result  of  battle, 
or  from  ori«;iiial  inequality,  is  greatly  inferior  iu  (orce,  ubliged  to  fly  witlumi  atttiding 
on  the  onler  of  his  Hying,  tl  r  k  zani  otherwise  due  to  order  must  be,  in  a  measure  ftt 
least,  disniisfie*!,  ami  a  get<crul  chase  ordere*!."  .  ..."  In  both  coses,  the  eigual  wa» 
made  for  a  general  chase,  and  the  action  which  resulted  VM  R  There  was  no 

opportunity  fnr  nnyfliing  else;  the  one  thing  neceuary  waa  to  overtake  the  running 
enemy,  and  tiiat  could  only  certainly  lie  done  by  letting  the  fastest  or  best-situated 
■hip*  get  ahead,  sure  that  the  8i>ced  of  the  fastest  pur>uer!i  is  better  than  that  of  tiie 
hlowetst  of  the  purf^ued,  and  that,  therefore,  either  the  latter  must  be  abandoned,  or  the 
whole  force  brought  to  b-iy." 

V/  It  would  appenr  that  in  1747  thf  .\ilniiraUy  liiul  Ittj^un  to  l>e 
better  served  by  its  intelligence  officers  tluui  it  hud  Ix-t  ii  earlier  m 
the  war;  and  it  is  not  the  least  merit  of  tlie  administration  that,  on 
several  important  occasions,  it  was  able  to  l)ring  superior  forces  to 
bear  upon  its  enemies.  Anson's  snccess  was  one  result  of  this  fore- 
knowledge; the  success  of  Captain  Thomas  Fox,  to  be  noted  in  the 
next  chapt^,  was  another;  that  of  Bear-Admiial  Edward  Hawke, 
now  to  he  recounted,  was  a  third. 

Information  was  received  in  Enf^land  that  France  was  collecting 

\y  in  Basque  Road  a  huge  convoy  for  the  West  Indies,  and  that  a 
squadron  of  men-of-war  hnd  sailed  from  Brest  to  pick  it  up  and 
escort  it  to  its  dt  stiiiatiou.  Thereupon  a  squadron,  under  Hawke, 
wab  dfcspati  hed  iium  Plymouth  to  intercept  it.  It  left  Pljinouth 
Sound  on  August  9th.    The  French  left  Isle  d'Aix  on  October  6th  ; 
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and,  on  October  14th  at  7  a.m.,  were  sighted  in  lat.  47"  49'  N.  and 
long.  1^2'  W.,  ofif  Finisterre.  Hawke  made  signal  to  chase,  but  at 
8  .\.M.,  seeing  the  enemy's  ships  to  be  very  numerous,  many  of  them 
being  large,  he,  as  a  measure  of  prudence,  formed  a  line  of  battle 


CO>tMt:ilUlt.\TIVe  MKDAL  OK  ANttON's  VKTORY,  1747,  AND  OK  HIS 
CIBCfMNAVIOATIOS  OK  THE  WORI.I»,  1740-44. 

(FhiM  an  orlulnal  kindly  Imt  hy  HJi.H.  Cuplain  Prinee  Loul*  n<  BalUnhffi/,  RJf.) 


ahead.'  There  were  in  fact  no  fewer  than  2.52  merchantmen  with 
the  French  squadron.  Couunodore  de  I'Etenduerc,  who  at  first 
mistook  the  British  for  part  of  his  own  convoy,  no  sooner  discovered 
his  mistake  than  he  ordered  the  merchantmen  to  make  the  best  of 
their  way  under  the  care  of  the  Content,  64,  and  himself  al.so  formed 
a  line  of  battle  ahead.    These  manojuvres  informed  Hawke  as  to 

*  Actios  between  Rear-Admiral  Hawke  asp  M.  de  l'Etesdcere, 

OcTonKR  14th,  1747. 
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the  nature  of  the  force  before  Liiu,  ami  induced  hiru  to  haul  down 
the  signal  for  the  line  aud  to  again  make  that  for  a  general  chase, 
fdlowmg  it  hdf-aii-hoiir  latw  with  the  signal  to  engage.  A  ronning 
fight  xesalted.  The  French  behaved  with  great  spirit  but  were  over- 
powered by  aheer  weight  of  numbers.  They  had  in  line  but  eight 
ships  and  of  these  six  were  taken.  Towards  night  the  Intrepide  and 
TotmatUf  finding  that  the  day  was  lost,  set  all  sail  with  a  view 
to  escaping.  Their  intpntinn  was  perceived  hy  iiw.  Yanrwutk, 
Xoffirir/hrnn  and  Eagle,  wliich,  at  the  instance  of  Captain  Saunders 
of  the  Yanuaiifh.  and  on  their  own  renponsibiUty,  followed.  These 
ships  engaged  the  fugitives  for  an  hour,  in  the  course  of  which 
Captain  Baumarez  ^  of  the  Nottingham  fell.  The  two  French  ships, 
though  very  badly  damaged*  sooceeded  in  getting  into  Brest.  At 
dark  Hawke  brought  bis  ships  to ;  and  in  the  morning,  at  a  council 
of  war*  it  was  decided*  in  view  of  the  mauled  condition  of  the  British 
squadron,  not  to  pursue  the  convoy.  The  Weazelf  doop,  was* 
however,  despatclied  to  the  West  Indies,  to  apprise  Commodore 
Pocock  of  the  approach  of  the  French  ;  and  thanks  to  this  precaution* 
many  of  their  ships  were  ultimately  taken. ^ 

The  i'rcnch  loss  iu  the  actiou  was  about  800  killed  and  wounded, 
among  the  former  being  Captain  de  I^romentieres  of  the  Ncjptune. 
The  British  lost  154  killed*  including  Captain  Saumarez*  and  558 
wounded.  As  nearly  all  the  vessels  ci^tured  had  been  dismasted, 
it  took  some  time  to  r^t  them ;  but  on  Octobw  31st*  Hawke  had 
the  satisfaction  of  Carrjing  them  and  his  squadron  into  rurtsmouth. 
A  little  later  he  was  made  a  E.B.  for  his  services.  AU  the  prizes* 
except  the  Xejytutte^  were  purchasi  il  into  the  I\oval  Navy. 

Hawke  in  his  despatch  had  occasion  to  complain  of  Captain 
Thomas  Fox  of  the  Kmt,  who,  in  the  action,  when  ordered  by 
signal  to  make  sail  ahead  after  the  Tonnant  aud  to  engage  her,  had 
fafled  to  obey.  Captain  Fos  was  consequently  tried  by  court-martial 
at  Portsmouth  on  November  25th  upon  the  charge  that "  he  did  not 
come  properly  into  the  fi^t*  nor  do  hM  utmost  to  distress  and 
damage  the  enemy*  nor  asost  his  Majesty's  ships  which  did." 
Fox's  personal  courage  was  not  impeached ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 

'  Pluli|i  S:uiin:itiv-,  cr  <'.i'  Siiuiuarez.  R^rn,  M^^.  Comnniii'k-r,  IT'l.  Capt^viu, 
1742.  Killed,  as  above,  October  14tb,  114.1.  tic  had  served  with  Ansoa  io  his  Tojoge 
round  the  world,  woA  bad  dkliBguishsd  bimwlf  grettly*  when  diiMdy  eornmndiiig 
the  Xottin'/hfjin,  hy  Lis  eaplora  of  the  Jfon^  64*  in  1746.  A  monument  to  him  it  in 
Westminster  Abbey. 
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that  his  failure  to  obey  orders  was  chiefly  due  to  the  faulty  system 
of  sigBalB  then  in  use.  Both  his  first  lifiutensnt  and  his  master 
mistook  the  signal  for  close  action  for  one  to  proceed  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Admiral;  and  he  acted  accordingly.  The  trial  lasted 

until  Decemhffi  22nd,  when  the  court  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
"  he  had  been  j^uilty  of  backin;,'  his  niizen-top-sail  and  leaving  the 
Tonnant,  cnntrnry  to  the  10th  and  11th  Articlt-s  of  War."  lie  was 
acquitted  of  cowardice,  but,  because  he  had  paid  loo  mm  li  n  ;iard  to 
the  advice  of  his  officers,  contrary  to  his  own  better  judgiiu  iit,  ln'  was 
sentenced  to  be  dismissed  from  the  command  of  the  Kent.  Captain 
Fox,  whose  post^iaptain's  commission  dated  from  August  6tb,  1737, 
and  who  always  had  been  a  good  officer,  was  nev«  again  employed, 
bat  was  superannuated  as  a  Bear-Admiral  in  1749.  He  died 
in  1763. 

Criticising  the  battle.  Captain  Mahan  *  says : 

"  If  .  .  .  Hawke  «howr-<l  in  }iiK  attack  the  jtulgnient  ami  dasb  which  alwayt 
distinguish' d  that  remark b' e  oflicer,  it  may  Ih»  cliiimed  for  ('■  irmiiodorc  PEtetiduire  that 
fortune,  in  a8signi:>{(  him  the  glorious  disadvanUge  of  numbers,  gave  him  also  the 
ktidiDg  part  in  the  dmniH,  ubA  tlmt  he  fnHed  nobly.** 

Trnude,  the  French  naval  critic,  remarks'  of  de  ^Etendu^ro  that: 

"he  dffetuk'd  his  eonvuy  as  on  shore  a  jxn^ition  is  defi-tideil,  «hun  tho  aim  i-  tn  pave 
ail  Hrinv  cur])^,  iir  to  a.H«ur«  au  evolution,  lie  pave  hiui^^lf  to  lt«  ciushwl.  Aiui  an 
action  that  la.st«<l  trom  miticl^y  to  8  F.1I.,  tlic  convoy  WU  wved,  tbuik!<  to  the  ob^tlinacy 
of  the  <i>  fehce,  and  '2r>0  Khi|>!«  \v«  re  secured  lo  ther  owners  hy  the  divolioti  ufrEten- 
diiere,  nd  of  the  captai  s  under  his  wrdem.  This  devotion  cannot  l)e  questioned,  for 
tt-ht«bi|>^  h^d  hu  f<  w  chances  of  Banrlvlog  an  action  uitli  fourteen;  and  not  only  did 
tl-o  (-••nnnandei  4>f  the  ei  lit  -'ccept  an  acMon  which  he  nii^ht  ]io«sibly  have  avoided, 
hut  nho  he  kn>  w  how  lo  mspi  e  hi«  liratenants  with  tru^t  id  himself,  for  all  Hupported 
the  fisht  with  honour,  and  yii-Med  at  laat,  showing  the  moat  indieputable  proof*  of  tbeir 
fine  and  (-iier<:e'ic  d  fence.'* 

"The  whole  affair,"  citncludes  Mahan,  "an  conducted  on  both  siden,  affordx  an 
»lmir  hie  study  of  how  to  follow  up  an  advaiitafje,  oriiiinal  or  secure*!,  and  of  the 
reAu!t'<  I  hat  may  be  obtained  by  a  galiantt  even  bupelew  defence,  for  the  furtherance  of 
a  (larticuiar  obiecu" 

The  squadron  of  Anson  and  Wurren,  as  well  as  that  of  Jiawke. 
cruised  in  the  Chatniel  and  Buy  after  the  actions  above  niirrated, 
and  took  numerous  prizes;  but  an  account  of  such  smalli  r  tnufni^'e- 
meiits  as  were  tought  in  the  course  of  the  year  may  be  reserved  for 
the  next  chapter. 

The  war  had  been  ver>'  costly  to  France.   The  French  Navy  had 
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been  almost  cnuhed,  and  French  maritiine  trade  had  been  almost 
rained,  tiioagh  the  armies  of  Franoe  had  been  sacoesBfal  can  land. 
But  all  the  Powm  engaged  were  to  some  extent  weary  ol  the 
conflict ;  and  it  was  therefore  felt,  when  a  Congress  met  at  Aix-la- 
Ghapelle  to  consider  the  terms  of  an  arrangement,  thlrt  there  was 
every  prospect  of  the  conclusion  of  a  satisfactory  peace.  In  tlie 
Tneantimp,  Great  Britain  did  not  relinquish,  nor  even  diuiimsh.  hur 
prcparatinns  to  continue  the  8tru|i^'le.  In  1748,  m  in  previous  years, 
nil  bhipH,  as  they  becaiue  ready  i'ur  nea,  were  put  into  coumiissiun. 
Squadrons  were  sent  to  cmise  at  various  times  in  home  waters, 
under  Yice-Admirals  Sir  Peter  Warren  and  8ir  Edward  Hawke,  and 
Bear-Admiral  William  Chambers.  Commodore  the  Hon.  George 
Townshend  watched  the  ooast  of  Flanders ;  Vice>Adnural  the  Hon. 
John  Byng  remained  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  in  the  West  Indies 
liear- Admiral  Charles  Knowles  and  Commodore  George  Pocock,  let 
slip  no  opportunity  of  annoyinf!  the  enemy. 

Rear- Admiral  the  Hon.  Kdward  Boscawen  had  l)een  sent  out  m 
1747,  as  Coumiander-in-Chief,  to  the  East  Indies,  and  had  taken 
with  him  reinforcements  to  the  station.  Before  his  airival,  liear- 
Admiral  Thomas  Griffin  (1)  had  received  three  additional  ships  frcnn 
En^and,  so  that  his  squadron  ccmnsted  of  three  60'8,  three  50's, 
three  40*8,  and  one  20,  and  was  considerably  superior  to  the  French 
force  in  the  san^e  seas.  But  Mr.  Griflin  had  heen  outwitted  and 
oat-manocuvrcd  hy  the  French  comma nd(  r-in -chief,  M.  BouTet, 
who,  in  spite  of  him,  had  thrown  troops  into  IVIadras. 

The  French  ministry'  was  warned  of  Jioscuwcn's  depart  art  from 
FiHfjland ;  and  M.  Dupleix,  hoinw  advised  from  home,  t<»ok  such 
measures  as  be  could  to  meet  the  liear-Admual,  who  had  wiih  iiuu 
six  ships  of  the  line  or  50's,  and  four  smaller  craft,  and  who 
cmwoyed  eleven  ships  of  the  East  India  Company  witb_15QQ- 
soldiers  on  board.  Boscawen  reached  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in 
March,  1748,  and  was  th^  joined  hy  six  Dutch  P^ast  Indiamen, 
having  on  hoard  4(X)  troops.  On  May  IBth  he  sailed  again,  and  on 
June  '23rd,  after  a  trouhlesome  voyage,  sighted  Mauritius,  which  he 
had  decided  tn  rnakf>  an  attempt  upon.  The  island  had  been 
informed  by  liupleix  of  its  danger,  and  was  to  sonie  extent  prepared, 
though  it  was  but  ill  garrisoned.  On  the  'ioth,  after  having 
reconnoitred  the  coast,  Boscawen  decided  to  abandon  the  project 
and  to  proceed  to  Coromandel.  Had  he  known  how  few  troops  were 
in  the  island,  he  would  certainly  have  persisted,  and  would  probably 
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have  heoii  Huccessfol;  for  the  works,  though  strong,  could  not  be 
properly  manned,* 

The  Dutch  convoy  parted  company  at  Mauritius,  and  proceeded 
for  Batavia ;  and  Boscawen,  on  June  27th,  sailfid  for  Fort  St.  David 
(Cnddalore),  where  he  anived  on  July  29tb.  There  he  met  Bear- 
Adnuial  Griflin,  who,  in  fhe  meantime,  had  heen  promoted  to  he 
Yice-Admiral,  and  who  soon  afterwards  retained  to  England  hy  way 
of  Trincomale  with  part  of  his  command. 

Besides  the  naval  force,  Boscawen  had  under  him  many 
armed  East  Tndiamen,  and  3240  troops,  inchiding  sepoys  but  not 
includiii<j  Marines.  Indeed,  he  was  in  a  position  to  dispose  of 
5220  men  to  act  on  shore ;  and,  in  addition,  2000  native  auxihary 
cavahj'  were  placed  at  his  service  for  the  contemplated  siege  of 
Pottdicheiry,  whither  Boscawen  presently  prooeeded.  Leaving 
Captain  William  Lisle  in  command  of  the  squadron,  he  landed  to 
direct  the  cpoaticais  on  shore.  Early  in  Angast  the  army  dosed 
round  the  town,  which  was  closely  blockaded  from  seaward  by 
the  Exeter,  Cketterf  Pembroke  and  Swallow.  An  assault  upon  one 
of  the  ontl^'in':;  works  was  repulsed  with  loss  on  Au^nint  12th,  but  the 
sie^'e  was  formally  bei^iui  and  some  successes  were  ^'ained.  The 
engineers  upon  whom  Boscawen  was  obliged  to  depend  were,  how- 
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Tbe  aboTe,  proceeding,  found  on  the  East  Indies  Station,  the  following:— 
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ever,  incompetent ;  and  little  progress  was  made,  though  the  Basilisk, 
bomb,  threw  some  shells  into  the  place.  In  the  operatioDs  Ensign 
Clive,  afierwaids  Lord  Clive,  gained  his  first  military  distinction. 
As  the  siege  threatcaied  to  be  a  protracted  one,  Boscawm  ordered 

Captain  Lisle  to  bej^in  a  general  bombardment  from  the  diips  of 
the  squadron  ;  but,  owing  to  the  shallows,  these  oonld  not  approach 
near  enough  to  do  inuch  damage.  The  business,  howeyer,  cost  the 
life  of  Captain  \\  iliiam  Adams  (IK  then  commanding  the  Harwich. 
In  the  iiuiiiiiiaiu  the  weather  was  liad,  iuul  tlic  tinops  were  sickly; 
and,  as  the  neighbourhood  ul  the  town  was  liable  to  be  completely 
flooded  at  the  beginaing  of  the  rainy  season,  the  siege  was  raised 
at  the  beginning  of  Octobor,  the  «ck  being  removed  to  the  ships, 
and  the  army  retiring  overhmd  to  Fort  St.  David.  The  expedition 
cost  the  lives  of  1065  British,  and  of  only  about  200  French.  The 
fiasco  reflected  no  disgrace  upon  Boscaw^,  and  was  entirely  due 
to  the  incapacity  of  the  engineers  nnrl  some  of  the  military  leaders. 
Nevertheless,  it  trrcaily  lowered  l^ritish  prestige  with  the  natives, 
and  led  to  some  serious  dftiH-tions. 

Boscawen  learned  ni  Novi  iuber  of  the  cessation  oi  hostilities 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  but  was  ordered  to  remain  on 
his  station  until  advised  of  the  final  conclusion  ol  pe;ice.  Part  of 
the  squadron  went  to  Adieen,  and  part  to  Trincomale,  to  avoid  the 
monsoon,  and  the  whole  returned  in  January,  1749,  to  Fort  St. 
David,  where  it  lay  maintaining  an  observant  attitude,  while 
M.  Bouvet,  with  the  French  forces,  lay  at  Madras,  or  as  it  was 
then  often  (allod.  Fort  St.  George,  I'iO  miles  to  the  northward. 
But  the  British  did  not  remain  wholly  idle,  and  in  April  ships 
were  detached  to  assist  the  East  India  Coin])any  in  n  war  with  the 
King  of  Tanjore.  While  this  service  was  being  pcrhnmed,  a  violent 
hurricane  wrecked  the  Pembroke  and  Namur.  The  former  lost  her 
captain,*  and  all  hands  except  fourteen,  330  in  all ;  the  latter  lost 
520  souls,  though  the  admiral,  captain,  and  a  few  officers,  being  on 
shore,  fortunately  escaped.  Two  East  Indiamen  were  also  wrecked. 
In  August,  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  whicli 
had  been  concluded  on  April  18th.  1748,  Madras,  in  a  dismantled 
condition,  wa.s  surrendered  to  the  British. 

Tn  the  West  Indies,  in  February,  174S,  Kt^ar-Adiau-al  Charles 
Xnowles,  with  a  squadron  and  detachment  of  troops,  left  I'ort 

'  'Vh\»  Wits  on  April  1:1th.  Cbptain  Thotnvi  Fiaclier'a  posfc'Giommusion  dsted  fnna 
l^ecember  Gth,  1H5. 
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Koyal  to  make  an  attack  on  Santiago  de  Cuba ;  but,  the  winds 
blowing  persistently  from  the  north,  the  ships  could  not  make  that 
place.  Knowles  therefore  determined  to  attack  Port  Louis,  on 
the  south  side  of  Hispauiola.    The  squadron '  arrived  there  on 
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MftTch  8th,  and  was  at  once  oiderecl  by  signal  to  cannonade  the 
fort,  which  mounted  seventy-eight  gons,  and  was  gaziisoned  by 
600  men.  A  wann  engagement  resulted,  and  in  the  height  of  it 
the  enemy  ftt'nt  out  a  fireship,  which  was  designed  to  fall  on  board 
the  Corntndl  or  the  JCli~ul>i  fli.  She  was  tnwed  off  by  the  boats 
()(  the  Hcet,  and  left  to  burn  out  and  cNjilodt'  mnocnously.  The 
British  boats  then  boarded  and  brought  away  two  <ilhor  craft, 

which  had  heem  prepared  as 
fireships.  The  action  c<ni- 
tinning,  the  Spanish  fire  after 
a  time  languished,  and  the 
liear- Admiral  sent  a  sninmons 
to  the  povemor,  who,  first 
takin^fsonie  time  for  reflection, 
surrendered  upon  terms.  The 
place  was  then  taken  posses- 
sion of.  The  squadron  lost 
only  70  killed  and  wounded, 
but  among  these  was  Captain 
Rentone,'  of  the  Strafford,  and 
Captain  William  Cust,*  of  the 
liosftiii,  who,  with  the  liear- 
Admiral's  permission,  was 
servmg  as  a  volunteer  on  board 
the  Slixabetk.  The  enemy 
lost  160  killed  and  wonnded. 
With  the  place  were  captured 
three  ships,  a  snow,  and  three 
privateer  sloops.  The  fort  was 
burnt,  it  not  bein^,'  advisable 
to  retain  it ;  and,  the  conditions 
of  wind  being  at  length  nioic  favourable,  the  Bear-Admu-al  decided 
to  prosecute  his  scheme  agamst  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

The  idaea  had  been  much  strengthened  since  the  time  of 
Yemon's  attadc  upon  it;  and,  as  the  appearance  of  the  British  had 
been  anticipated,  all  possible  precautions  bad  been  taken.  Enowles 
arrived  before  the  town  on  April  5th,  and,  the  mode  of  procedure 
having  been  determined,  Captain  Dent  of  the  Plymouth,  as  senior 

'  JimMltoDtaM;  comotaodw,  1739;  Mptain,  1740. 
*  WiUiatn  Ciut;  oonunaoder,  1746;  oapttin,  1747. 
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<»ptain,  claimed  and  obtaiaed  the  honour  of  leading  in.  He  was 
aeoonded  by  tl        jsliip.    When  the  Pttftnouth  had  appioached 

close  to  the  harbour's  mouth  it  was  seen  that  the  passage  was 
olxtructetl  by  a  boom,  backed  by  vessels  held  ready  to  he  used  as 
til esliipj^.  The  nearest  forts  were  cannonaded  and  the  the  was 
letiuued ;  but  Dent,  having  taken  the  opinion  of  his  othcers,  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  impracticable  to  proceed,  and  8o 
reported  to  the  Bear-Admiral,  who  therenpon  dtew  off  and  went 
back  to  Jamaica. 

Dent's  apparent  hesitation  on  this  occasion  was  takai  exception 
to  byEnowles;  and,  in  consequence,  the  captain  of  the  Plymouth 
was  oourt-martiaUed  on  his  retnm  to  England,  but  he  was  honoor^ 
ftbly  acquitted. 

Later  m  the  year  Knowios  was  luiurmed  that  the  S|ianis]i  I'late 
fleet  was  cxixttcd  at  Havana  from  Vera  Cruz.  He  tluic  toie 
titiuched  Captain  Charles  Holmes,  in  tlio  Lenox,  to  convoy  a  gieat 
body  of  trade,  which  had  been  collecting  to  sail  for  England ;  and 
himself  went  to  cruise  off  the  Tortuga  Banks  in  search  of  the  oiemy. 
The  convoy  under  Hohnes  sailed  from  Jamaica -on  August  25th; 
and,  being  prevented  ^m  getting  through  the  Windward  Passage, 
had  to  bear  away  for  the  Gulf  of  Florida.  On  September  *29ti)  it 
sighted  seven  large  sliips,  which  were  presently  recognised  to  be 
Spanish  men-of-war.'  HohnPH  si^nifillrd  the  convoy  to  disperse 
and  to  look  to  its  own  safety,  while  be  undeavotited  to  draw  the 
attention  ul  the  enemy  to  his  own  ship;  and,  kuowuig  where  the 
Kear-Admiral  was  cruising  at  the  time,  he  succeeded,  under  press  of 
sail,  in  joining  him  on  the  following  morning,  when  he  reported  what 
had  occurred.  Knowles  instantly  went  in  quest  of  the  Spaniards, 

'  ORoeB  or  Katti.k  or  tiik  Bhitisu  ano  Rpanihii  SgnAnROM  IN  thk 
AtTiox  oKK  Havjika,  Octoiiku  Iht,  17  is. 
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and  dgbted  them  early  in  the  morning  of  October  Ist  between 
Tortugfi  anri  Havana.  The  Spaniards  at  once  formed  a  hne ;  yet 
the  British,  tin  nigh  they  had  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  cd<:^ed  down 
only  very  gradually,  and  it  was  2  o'clock  before  ritlu  r  side  tirud. 
The  distance  was  then  too  great  for  much  damage  tu  be  dona,  but 
at  about  2.30  p.m.,  the  two  squadrons  being  nearer,  a  brisk  action 
waa  b^nn.  The  SpaniairdB  seem  to  h«ve  been  in  gpod  order  and 
close  together,  but  the  Warwick  and  Canterbury  were  far  astern 
of  atatioQ,  ao  that  for  nearly  two  hours  the  British  had  but  four 
ships  opposed  to  six  of  the  Spanish.  During  this  time  the  Cornwall 
engaged  the  Africa  at  pistol  range,  and  was  so  gallantly  received 
that  in  half  an  hour  she  was  obli.,'«  il  to  fall  astern  and  fjnit  the  line, 
having  lost  her  niain-trspinast  and  received  other  (laina;,'e  to  her 
rigging.  Soon  uftci  wauls  the  ( 'omjuiatailor,  also  much  damaged 
aloft,  dropped  astt  rn  of  her  con-sorts  and  fell  nearly  where  the 
Cornwall  lay  refitting.  BLnowles  lost  no  time  in  attacking  her»  and 
quickly  killed  her  captain ;  but  that  officer's  successor  fought  tike 
ship  bravely  until  she  had  thrice  been  set  on  fire  by  shells  from 
the  eight  cohoms,^  which  the  Cornwall,  unlike  most  of  her  class, 
carried.  Not  until  then  did  he  surrender.  The  Lnwx  had  taken 
the  CornwalVi  place  and  had  warmly  engaged  the  A  frica ;  but 
other  Spnni'sh  ships  f^ncconred  their  admiral,  and  Captain  Holmes 
was  hard  jin  ssed  for  about  an  hour  until  lu'  was  relieved  l»y  the 
Warwick  and  Caitttiburi/.  The  action  then  became  general  and 
fierce,  and  so  continued  until  about  8  p.m.,  when  the  Spanish  drew 
off  towards  Havana,  closely  pursued.  All,  however,  escaped  except 
the  Conquistador.  The  Afrim,  owing  to  her  damaged  condition, 
had  to  anchOT  before  she  reached  port;  and,  being  discovered  by 
the  British  two  days  after  the  action,  was  burnt  by  the  Spaniards 
to  save  her  from  capture.  The  enemy  lost  8G  killed  and  197 
wounded;  the  British  had  59  killed  and  120  womuled.  But  whilst 
the  Spaniards  had  several  officers  of  rank  included  in  each  category 
the  British  had  none  in  eiLber. 

Knowies  continued  to  look  out  for  the  Plate  fleet,  but  iu  vain. 
In  the  course  of  time  he  learnt  from  a  prize  that  the  preliminaries 
of  peace  had  been  concluded  and  that  hostilities  were  to  cease, 
whereupon  he  returned  to  Jamaica.  When  he  w^t  home  to 
England  he  complained  of  Holmes  for  having  left  the  convoy, 

'  Cohom,  »  niMlI  mortar,  «o  otined  from  its  invcotor,  Ifemio  van  OMhuorn,  th* 
Dutch  military  en^imr  (born  1641 ;  difld  1704)> 
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oblivious  of  the  fBCt  that,  had  Holmes  not  rejoiiKuI  the  flag,  the 
vietoiry  off  Havana  could  not  have  been  gained.  Holmes  was  most 
hononrubly  acqnitt('<].  On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  captains 
of  the  s(|U!i(lron  complained  of  tlie  conduct  of  the  Ixear-Achnirnl,  who 
was  in  eoiiscquence  tried  on  lioard  tlie  ('/iiirl<i(tt  yacht,  litDeptford,  by 
a  court-martial  which  sat  Irom  the  lith  to  the  "iOth.  December,  1740. 
It  Bppeued  tint  while  Bear-Adminil  Eno^es  wm  ituiding  for  the 
Spanish  fleet  he  might,  by  a  difllarent  disposition  of  lus  squadron, 
have  begun  the  attack  simuitaneonsly  with  six  ships,  and  might 
have  began  it  earlier  in  the  day.  It  appeared  too,  that,  owing  to 
the  method  which  he  porsaed,  he  had  beg\m  t  r  ack  with  only 
four  ships.  Upon  these  points  the  court  condemned  him ;  and  it 
was  also  of  the  opinion  that,  in  order  proyterly  to  conduct  and  direct 
the  operations  of  his  command,  he  ought  to  have  nhilted  his  dag 
from  the  CormraU  to  some  other  vessel,  after  the  fonner  had 
been  disabled.  For  the  rest,  the  proceedings  amply  vindicated  the 
Bear-Adniirarti  personal  courage.   The  sentence  was  thus  worded : 

**  The  court  uiuuiunou.sly  agree  tliat  liear-Adniiral  Jinowlea  r«Uii  undw  piirt  of 
14tli  Article  of  War,  beii);:  guilty  of  uegli^euce,  aiid  «Im  under  the  23rd  Article.  The 
court  therefore  unaiiiuioiisly  .nijudgL-  liiin  tu  \»  re|>riiiiatidcd  for  nut  >>ringiiig  up 
the  equadroii  ia  closer  order  tiiui  be  did,  «nd  for  not  beginiiing  the  a<tiick  with  so 
great  a  force  aa  he  inigbt  have  done;  and  aldo  for  not  ihiflting  bie  flag,  oo  the  VvmweXtt 
being  diiaUed.*' 

On  the  Leeward  Iblauds'  Station,  Commodore  I'ocock  learned 
by  the  arrival  of  the  Weiucl,  sloop,  despatched  to  him  by  ilawke, 
of  the  approach  of  the  large  convoy,  which  had  been  under  the 
escort  of  M.  de  I'Etendu^re;  and,  although  he  had  not  time  to 
collect  the  whole  of  his  squadron  to  intercept  it,  his  ships,  and  the 
privateers  on  the  station,  succeeded  in  capturing  no  fewer  than 
thirty-five  sail  of  it. 

In  the  Mediterranean,  where  Hear-Adnural  the  Hon.  John  Byng 
commanded,  the  British  fleet  Wfw  too  strnnf:  for  the  Freneli  and 
Spanish  to  ullempt  at  sea  anything  ot  importance  l>elore  the 
concUisiuii  of  the  peace.  The  British  hampered  the  passage  of 
reiuforcemcuts  to  the  allied  armies  at  Genoa,  by  anmng  a  number  of 
small  craft  and  entrusting  them  to  lieutenants,  who  cruised  with 
great  success  inshore,  and  intercepted  many  transports.  On  the 
peace  bang  concluded,  Byng  returned  to  England  with  most  of  the 
larger  ships  of  his  fleet. 

In  the  home  seas  Bear-Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hawke  went  on 
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a  cniise  with  a  considerable  squadron  in  the  month  of  January; 
and,  ere  he  returned  to  port,  nistdo  sevprnl  prizes,  iiirhiding  the 
M(iffiiani)ii(\  74,  an  account  of  the  (.aptutv  ul'  which  will  lie  found  in 
the  next  chapter.  liear-Adniiral  Sn  I'eter  Warren,  in  April,  also 
went  on  a  cruise ;  but  in  May  both  he  and  Hawke  were  recalled  to 
England  upon  ihe  aettiement  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace. 

*'  In  the  coarse  of  the  war,"  says  Beataon,*  *'  the  British  captured 
from  the  Spaniards  1249  ships,  and  from  the  French  2185,  making 
in  all  Thi'  Sjmniards  captured  from  the  ]3ritish  1360,  and  the 

French  187H,  making  together  .1238,  being  190  fewer  than  what  had 
been  taken  !  >  tlie  British."  Yet,  in  spite  of  this,  the  general  balance 
was  in  ta\niii  of  (Jreat  lirilain,  for  not  only  were  several  of  tbf 
Spaiiisli  j  i  i/.  ^,  extraordinarily  valuable,  but  also  tlie  British  nier- 
chciiii  lucinne,  on  account  of  its  superior  strengtlj,  was  far  better 
able  than  either  the  French  or  Spanish  to  suffer  great  losses  without 
being  seriously  crippled.  The  main  gain  to  Great  Britwn  by  the 
war  was  the  reduction  of  the  French  navy  to  proportions  which,  for 
the  time,  were  no  longer  formidable.  The  peace  itself  benefited 
her  but  little,  for,  in  accordance  with  it,  all  conquests  made  by  any 
of  the  combatants  were  to  be  restored.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
I>oint  whicli  had  been  the  chief  occasinii  r>f  thv  war  the  right  of 
British  slii]is  to  navigate  rlu;  Auuincun  s<  as  without  being  searched 
—was  not  touched  upun,  and  remained  unsettled.  The  right  to  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  Aca<lia,  was  to  be  left  to  be  discussed  by 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose.  This  last  matter,  never 
having  been  properly  arranged,  was,  as  will  soon  be  shown,  pro- 
ductive of  another  bloody  and  expensive  war. 

The  first  care  of  France  after  the  conclusion  of  peace  was  to 
reorganise  and  revive  her  navy.  Great  numbers  of  ships  were  laid 
down  at  home;  atid  mntracts  were  placed  abroad,  especially  in 
Sweden,  for  the  constructioii  nf  others.  Ndiif  ot"  the  anibitinus 
projects  of  King  L( mis  were  surrendered.  He  liad  uiereiy  a^icepted 
peace  in  (jrder  the  l>etter  to  prepare  for  the  realisation  of  his  designs. 
Nor  did  the  French  agents  invariably  take  the  trouble  to  obey  the 
spirit  of  the  treaty.  As  eariy  as  1749  the  French  Gov^or  of 
Martinique  seized  and  fortified  the  neutral  island  of  Tok^o;  and 
the  place  was  not  evacuated  until  grave  international  complications 
threatened  to  arise  out  of  the  matter.  Again,  in  1751,  the  French 
contemplated  aggrenaions  on  the  West  African  coast,  and  only 

^  '  N»r.  and  Milk.  Blams.,'  i.  414. 
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desisted  when  Captain  Matthew  Buckle  (1),  of  the  Am»tanc€^  50, 
informed  M.  Perrier  de  Salvert,  the  French  commodore,  that  if  he 
persisted  in  his  desipis  of  buildin}^  a  fort  at  Annamn^mr,  the  British 
would  look  upon  it  us  a  breach  of  the  peace  and  would  repel  force  by 
force. 

French  aggression  in  other  quartei-s  was  not  always  checked 
with  equal  promptitude.  M.  de  La  Jonqui^re,  the  French  oom- 
mander-in-chief  in  North  America,  and  M.  de  La  GaliBsonni^, 
Governor  of  Canada,  hatdied  between  thcon  a  project  for  tampering 
with  the  Indians  of  North  America  and  for  gradually  driving  British 
settlers  out  of  that  continent;  and  Fittuh  officers  occupied  British 
territory  in  Nova  Scotia  and  built  forts  i lit  re.  Remonstrances  were 
made,  and  in  1750  cDiiimissioners  were  appointed  to  adjust  tin 
disputes;  hut  nothinjj:  came  of  their  conferences.  Still,  while  GitaL 
Britain  herself  remained  almost  iudififerent,  the  Colonists  at  last 
took  up  the  question.  Yirginta  raised  400  men  and  £10,000  for  the 
d^ence  of  its  inland  borders,  and  confided  the  command  of  its 
troops  to  Major  George  Washington.^  The  French  Canadians, 
however,  in  spite  of  the  heroism  of  the  Americans,  captured  them 
and  their  commander  on  July  drd.  Theraipou  the  colonial 
governors  held  a  congress  and  agreed  upon  ti  common  plan  of 
defence:  ;nid  the  Ministry  nt  hoiuo,  shamed  into  acMon,  sent  tn)ops 
uitdi'f  (Triirral  Braddock  to  thr  assistance  of  tiie  CuluuistH.  These  i' 
were  convoyed  to  Amenta  iii  1754  by  two  50-gun  ships'  under 
Couuuodore  the  Hon.  Augustus  Keppel.  Such  signs  assured  the 
French  that,  if  they  persisted  in  their  policy,  an  open  rupture  could 
not  but  result ;  and  they  therefore  endeavoured  to  associate  Spain 
with  them  in  the  coming  quarrel ;  but  their  schemes  were  foiled  by 
the  watchfulness  of  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  the  British  ambassador  at 
Madrid. 

In  India,  where  ^f.  Dnpleix  still  govenied  Pondicherry,  the 
French  were  as  aggressive  as  elsewhere;  and,  in  consequence, 
hostilities  between  the  two  Knst  India  Companies  were  almost 
unceasing,  so  that  the  peace  in  that  quarter  was  a  merely  nominal 
one.   Clive  ixk  this  contest  won  great  successes  and  opened  up  to 

■  Thin  woA  the  liej^iniiing  uf  the  $>:reat  WAhliingtun's  Ddilttaiy  career.  See  Wal|Mle: 
*  Meiiift.  of  George  I!.,'  i.  .'{47;  and  '  Com  sp.,'  iii.  "3. 

*  C'eM/i/rt««,  Cajit.  the  Hon.  Aiijj;.  Ki'|'{i*.4;  ami  SurwicJi,  t'ai>t.  tlio  Hon.  Sjuuutrl 
BRRington.  In  the  latter,  Atiain  Duncan,  ul'terwaidft  Lord  l>iiiic«n,  Nrrad  as  mtinti 
lieutenaDt. — ^Kepjiel:  'Life  of  Kep|wl,'  i.  201. 
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the  British  East  India  Company  such  a  vision  of  future  wealth  and 
glory  as  induced  it  to  hef^  the  Ministry  at  home  to  assist  it  in  pre- 
serving its  rapidly  ^nowni^'  sujx-nority  over  its  French  rival.  In 
response  the  Govenanent  in  17.>4  despatched  liear- Admiral  Charles 
Watson  with  a  force  which,  as  ultimately  constituted,  consisted  of 
the  Kent,  70.  CwnberUmdt  60,  Tiger,  60,  SalUbury,  50,  Britlye- 
watett  24,  and  Kingfisher,  16.  France  At  the  same  time  sent  out 
a  sqaadioa  of  neariy  equal  stareagth ;  but,  before  the  shipe  arrived, 
Dupleix  had  been  recalled,  and  the  French  in  India  had  adopted 
a  XDXXt  peaceable  policy,  which  might  ha\e  Ird  to  permanent 
htarmony  between  the  two  Companies  had  not  the  outbreak  of  war 
elsewhere  precluded  sneh  a  cnnsummatinn. 

The  despatch  of  General  Braddock  to  Auieiica  It  il  Fr;iiief'  to 
throw  off  her  mask  and  to  assemble  a  large  expedition  at  Brest  and 
Bodtefort,  destined  for  Canada.  Great  Britain  in  reply  prepared 
for  war;  and  on  March  llth,  1755,  a  proclamation  was  issned 
ofEering  bounties  for  seamen  and  able-bodied  landam^.  On 
March  14th  fhirty-five  sail  of  the  line  and  numerous  small  craft 
were  commissioned  ;  a  hot  press  for  men  was  institute  il  m  each  of 
the  chief  ports,  and  fifty  companies  of  Marines  were  ordered  to  be 
raised. 

The  French  expediiicm  ]rft  Brest  under  the  convoy  of  twenty- 
tive  sail  of  the  line,  commanded  by  M.  de  Macnamara,  who,  after 
seeing  it  fairly  to  sea,  retmned  with  nine  sail,  leaving  the  rest  of  the 
oommaod  to  M.  Dubois  de  La  Motte,  who  later  detached  four  sail 
the  line  and  two  frigates  to  Louisbouxg,  and  proceeded  with  the  rest 
of  the  fleet  to  Quebec.  The  British  Ministcy  was  only  vaguely 
informed  as  to  these  movements,  and  sent  to  North  America  \'ice- 
Admiral  the  lion.  Edward  Boscawen  with  but  eleven  sail  of  the  line, 
a  fji'u'att^,  and  a  sloop,  convoying  two  regiments.  He  sailed  from 
Plyinniith  on  April  '27th,  175r»,  witli  in=^tniriions  to  protert  tlie 
Britisli  I'dlonipR  and  to  uttack  tlio  French  squadron  wheresoever  lie 
should  lind  it.  An  iiiliniiilion  of  what  instructions  had  Iwen  given 
was,  at  the  same  time,  communicated  to  the  French  ambassador, 
who  replied  that  the  king  his  master  would  consider  the  first  gun 
fired  at  sea  in  a  hostile  manner  to  be  a  declaration  of  war.  When 
it  became  known  how  greatly  superior  a  French  force  had  gone  to 
America,  a  reinforcement  of  six  sail  of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  under 
Jiear-Admiral  Francis  Uolbume,  was  sent  to  Boscawen ;  and  the 
necessary  arrangements  were  so  quickly  made  that  Holbume  sailed 
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on  May  11th  and  joined  Boacawen  off  the  Banks  of  NewloondiaQd 

on  June  '21st. 

The  military  operations  in  North  America  of  the  force  under 
General  Bmddock  need  not  be  followed  in  detail.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  an  Amoican  expedition  against  Niagara  Fort  miscarried ;  that 
Colonel  William  Johnson,  a  colonial  officer,  on  his  way  to  occupy 
Crown  Point,  defeated  a  considerable  French  force  whicdi  had 
attacked  him ;  and  that  Braddock  himself,  while  leading  an  ex- 
pedition against  Fort  Dnqnesne,'  was  routed  and  killed.  A  com- 
bined naval  and  mihtary  expoditinn  und«r  Captain  John  Kous,  K.X., 
and  Lieut. -Colonel  Monckton,  againtjt  French  forts  in  Nova  Scotia, 
took  Fort  Beau  Sejour,  which  was  renamed  Fort  Cumberland,  and 
several  other  works ;  and  was  completely  successful  with  but  little 
loss. 

The  fleets  of  Soscawen  and  Dubois  de  la  Motte  did  not 
meet,  aJthongh  fimr  French  lineH>f>battle  ships,  which  had  become 
separated  from  their  consorts,  were  chased  by  the  British  on 

June  6th.  For  a  time  they  escaped  in  :i  fo^' ;  but  on  June  8th, 
when  the  weathor  cleared,  three  of  tlie  h'n  iicli  vessels  were  again 
visible  and  a  i^eiicral  chase  was  ordered.  The  Dimlirh,  (jO,  Captain 
the  Hon.  litchard  IJowe,  assisted  by  the  Torbay,  74  (Boscawen's 
flagship).  Captain  Chailew  Colby,  after  a  brisk  action  took  the 
Akide,  Captain  de  Hocquart;  and  the  Defiance,  60,  Captain  Thomas 
Andrews  (2),  and  Fottgueuse,  64,  Captain  Bichard  8pt7,  took  the  Lye, 
which,  thongh  pierced  for  <54  guns,  had  only  22  mounted.  The  third 
ship  got  away  owing  to  the  rettun  of  the  fog. 

When  Boficawcn  discovered  that  the  French  had  safely  reached 
Quebec,  and  that  his  own  fleet  was  very  sickly,  hv  left  Kcar-Admiral 
Holbume  with  a  small  squadron  to  blockade  Loiii^linur^,  and  went 
to  Halifax  to  reiresh  his  iiu  ii.  Rut  the  t  jiidcuac  ol  jiutrid  fever 
Could  not  be  checked;  and,  lufore  BuHcawen,  with  the  muia  part  of 
his  squadron,  got  home  to  ]Citgland,  the  ships  bad  lost  2000  people. 
Captain  Spry,  with  a  few  vessels,  was  left  to  winter  at  Halifax. 
Boseawen  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet .  anchored  at  Spithead  on 
NoTonber  4ih.  It  should  be  added  that  M.  Dubois  de  la  Motte 
returned  to  France  without  advratare,  and  that  the  vessels  which 
he  had  sent  into  Louisbuurg  escaped  and  rejoined  him  at  the  time 
when  the  British  blockading  squadxon  bad  been  driven  from  its 
station  by  bad  weather. 

'  Uu  the  idle  uf  wbat  in  now  Pittsburg. 
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The  capture  of  the  Alcide  and  Lya  produced  great  exdtemeiit  in 
France,  and  fiuined  the  flame  of  war  in  England ;  but  although 
hostilities  thereapon  began,  formal  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  was  not  declared  nntil  May  18th,  1756,  upon  the  receipt  in 

London  of  the  news  of  the  French  invasion  of  Minorca. 

In  the  summer  of  1755,  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and 
Rear-Adniiral  Temple  West,  with  a  strong  squadron,  put  to  sea  in 
hopes  of  intercepting  the  Conite  du  Gnay.  who  wa«  expected  back 
irom  the  West  Indies  after  h:iving  earned  reinforcements  to  the 
Leeward  Islands.  But  the  enemy  avoided  them,  and  re-entered 
Brest  without  loss ;  whereupon  Hawke  returned  to  Spithead.  Hie 
fleet  soon  afterwards  suled  again  under  Vice-Admtral  the  Hon. 
John  Byng  and  Bear-Admiral  Temple  West,  but  re-anchored  at 
Spithead  on  November  21st.  When  Parliament  met  in  November, 
the  addresses  in  reply  to  the  speech  from  the  throne  were  very 
warlike,  and  France,  wliicli  had  previously  believed  that  the  great 
body  of  Kii<j;lishmen  was  averse  to  hostilities,  made  efforts  to 
negotiate :  but  too  late. 

Early  in  the  new  year,  troops  were  assembled  on  the  French 
coast  as  if  for  an  invasion  of  Great  Britain ;  and  a  fleet  was  collected 
at  Brest.  The  threat  of  invasion  produced  ahnost  a  panic  in 
England,  and  in  Febntazy  ttie  Ministry  increased  the  alarm  by 
issuing  a  fooliah  proclamation,  ordering  flie  propear  offioera,  in  ease 
the  French  should  land,  to  cause  all  horses,  oxen  and  otiier  cattle, 
which  were  fit  for  draft  or  burden  and  not  actually  used  in  the 
interest  and  defence  of  the  countrj',  and  all  other  cattle  as  far  a-^  was 
prucLicable,  and  all  provisions,  to  be  dri\<'n  or  removed  at  least 
twenty  miU;s  from  the  point  at  which  such  an  attempt  should  be 
made.  The  Grovemment  also  unwisely  detained  at  home  a  large 
fleet,  while  it  left  America  and  tiie  West  Indies  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean very  insnfficimtly  guarded.  It  did  not  realise  that  Great 
Britain  is  beet  protected  from  invasion  by  the  activity  and  effieioncy 
of  her  Navy  at  sea.  France  took  advantage  of  the  alarm  and  con- 
fusion to  quietly  embark  at  Toulon  about  16,000  men,  under  the  Due 
de  Richelieu,  and  to  send  them  to  Minorca,  convoyed  by  a  strong 
squadron  imd^r  M.  de  La  Galissomiiere.  The  expedition  landed  at 
Ciudadolla  on  April  I'Jth. 

Before  proceeding  to  give  an  account  ul'  the  opeiations  of  the 
war,  it  may  be  wdl  to  say  somettiing  (tf  an  e3q;iedition,  which,  under 
Bear^AdminU  Charles  Watson,  rendered  valuable  service  to  commerca 
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hx  destroying  the  power  of  a  most  (Irnif^croiis  pirate  iti  the  East 
indies.  This  pirate,  Tula^'ee  An^'ria  hy  name,  was  the  representative 
of  a  family  which  for  about  a  hundred  yeai^  had  committed  outrage& 
on  the  Mahnita  coast,  and  had  acquired  both  wealth  and  territory. 
Angria  was  feared  not  only  by  Hie  natives  of  India,  but  also  by 
Enropean  traders,  and  vtva  by  the  East  India  Company;  and  he 
had  ^tended  hie  authority  from  the  small  island  stronghdd  of 
Sevemdroog  over  a  large  stretch  of  coast,  which  included  the  tovn 
and  port  of  Geriah.  In  1734  Angria  had  taken  the  East  Tiuliaman, 
Derby,  richly  laden,  and  later  the  Re/^forafion,  '20.  armed  sliip,  and 
the  French 40.  liehadalso  ventured  to  attaeU  Commodore 
"VViUiam  Lisle,  who  had  two  ships  of  the  hue  and  several  other 
▼essds  in  company;  and  he  had  wrought  much  damage  to  the 
Dntch  trade.  He  was  by  origin  a  Hahratta,  but  he  had  thrown  off 
his  allegiaBce;  and  the  Hahrattas  had  long  urged  the  East  India 
Company  to  assist  in  effecting  his  downfall.  More  than  one  attempt 
had  been  made  to  destroy  him,  but  in  vain  ;  when,  in  17o5,  an 
afn"PPmfnt  of  the  East  India  Company,  the  British  Government  and 
the  Malirattafi  led  to  the  fittiiif,'  out  against  the  pirate  of  a  force, 
which  finally  secured  the  desired  object.  Mr.  James,  Commodore 
of  the  East  India  Company's  ships  in  India,  sailed  in  March  with 
the  Company's  ships  Protector,  SwalloWt  Viper,  and  TnifmpA,  and 
attacked  and  captured  Sevemdroog,  afterwards  delivaing  it  up  to  the 
Mahrattas.  He  also  took  Bencote  (Fort  Victoria),  the  most  northerly 
port  in  Angria's  dominions. 

In  November  Hear-Admiral  Watson  reaclu  d  Bombay,  and  further 
operations  were  l)ei;un.  James,  with  the  Protector,  Nrrenfjr,  and 
liiiinlxi;/.  went  to  reconnoitre  Geriah,  Angria's  cliief  slron;,'hold ; 
and,  upon  his  return  on  December  Slst,  the  liear-Admiral  sent  His 
Majesty's  ships  Bridgewater  and  Kingfisher,  with  some  of  the 
Company's  armed  vessels,  to  cmise  off  the  port.  James  joined  them 
on  January  27th,  1766,  witii  the  Proteetort  and  Guardian  ;  and  the 
Bear«Admizal,  with  Itear-Admiral  George  Pooock  as  second  in 
command,  and  with  T^ieut.-Colouel  Chvc  in  command  of  the  troops, 
followed  with  his  squadron,  arrivinfr  on  Ft  hniary  l'2th  Tn  addition 
to  the  King's  and  Company's  ships,  there  was  a  contingent  of  Mahratta 
craft,  which,  however,  did  little  or  nothmg.  Angria,  terrified  at  the 
force  airayed  against  him,  fled  to  the  Mahrattas  to  try  to  make 
terms,  and  left  Geriah  under  the  orders  of  one  dt  his  brothera-in-law. 
His  offers  and  promises  induced  the  Maluattas  to  withdraw  their 
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active  co-operation,  in  return  for  an  undertaking  to  pat  them  in 
posBession  of  the  place ;  and  the  broUieivin-law  would  have  ciunied 
out  this  arrangement  bat  that  Watson  lefueed  to  be  satisfied  with 
anything  short  of  the  destruction  of  the  pirate's  stronghold. 

In  the  afternoon  of  February  12th,  the  garrison  having  refused 
to  surrender,  the  squadron  weighed  and  stood  in  in  two  divisions : 
one  to  attack  tho  fort  and  the  other  to  attack  Angria's  fleet  and 
dockyard.     A  brisk  caniionude  resulted.     The  shipping  was  soon 
burnt,  and  part  of  the  town  was  set  on  fire.    After  about  three 
hourg,  the  cuemy    gims  were  nearly  silenced,  and  the  British  guns 
in  oonaequence  ceased  also ;  but,  soon  afterwards,  firing  was  re« 
conunraced,  and  not  until  6.30  p.m.,  the  oigagement  having  begun 
at  about  1.30  p.m.,  did  the  pirates  cease  to  make  further  resistance. 
Troops  were  then  disembarked  under  Clive,  ready  to  take  possession ; 
and  durii^  the  night,  lest  the  enemy  might  again  take  heart,  the 
l)ombs  occasionally  shelled  the  fnrt.     In  the  morning  Watson 
summoned  the  j^'iunsou  and  w;is  n  luscd  ;  whereupon  the  bombard- 
ment was  again  recojun»ence<l.    At  Ictigih  a  flag  f)f  truce  was  liung 
out,  and  an  ofler  of  subiuissi{m  waij  made ;  but,  aw  it  wuo  not  com- 
plete and  unconditional,  fire  was  roiewed.   The  governor  then 
surrmdered  unconditionally.    On  the  moniing  of  the  14th,  Olive 
marched  into  the  place.    Not  more  than  twenty  men  were  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  British  side  in  the  affair.   The  victors  found 
in  the  fortress  two  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  six  brass 
mortars,  ami  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  ammunition,  besides 
about  i'lOO.lMKJ  si^Tliiin;  in  mperR  and  l'MO,f>f>0  worth  of  valuables. 
Ten  Pinglishmen  and  ihiee  J )iitclniu  ii,  wlio  had  iiet  ii  enslaved  by 
Angria,  were  released.    Tlie  pirate  fleet  which  was  burnt  at  Geriah 
consisted  of  one  ship,  eigiit  grabs  or  galleys,  and  a  lai'ge  number  of 
armed  row-boats  called  gallivats.   At  the  end  of  April  Watoon  left 
the  coast  of  Malabar,  and  on  May  14ih  arrived  off  Fort  St.  David. 

In  Korth  America  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  commanded  the  British 
land  forces,  but,  before  he  could  take  the  field,  the  French  had  wtm 
several  succesHes  and  had  made  themselves  masters  of  the  British 
armtjd  vessels  on  Lake  Ontario. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  Commodore  Spry  had  remained  at 
Nova  Scotia  after  the  return  of  Boscawen  to  England  in  175.5. 
Commodore  Charles  Holmes,  convoying  some  troops  from  ('ork,  was 
sent  out  with  a  reinforcing  squadron,  and  assumed  command.  With 
the  Grafton,  Noiiingham,  Hornet  and  Jamaica  he  cruised  off 
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Louisbonrfj  in  July,  and  nearly  succeeded  in  cutting  off  a  small 
French  force ;  and  on  the  following  day  he  fought  another  French 
force,  which,  howevpr  also  pot  away. 

On  the  Leewaiu  Ibiands"  station  Commodore  Thomas  Fraiikland 
oommaniied ;  imdi  althong^  he  fought  no  action,  and  rendered  himBelf 
vety  unpopular,  his  oroiaen  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy.  On  the 
Jamaica  station,  the  squadron  was  under  the  otdos  of  Bear-Admiral 
the  Hon.  George  Townshend ;  but  it  was  so  small  that  he  had  to 
remain  almost  entirely  on  the  defensive.  It,  however,  prevented  the 
French  from  carrying  out  an  intended  attack  on  .Taniaica. 

At  home,  the  threat  of  invasion  ccmtiuued  to  cause  popular 
uneasiness,  and  in  Januarj',  175G,  Yice-Admiral  Henri'  Oshom 
was  sent  to  sea  with  a  large  squadron  to  convoy  outward-bound 
merchantmen,  and,  on  his  return,  to  reconnoitre  Brest.  He  would 
hare  been,  better  employed  in  reinforcing  the  fleet  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, lor,  although  the  enemy  had  sixteen  ships  of  tiie  line  in 
Brest  and  Kochefoit,  it  was  discovered  that  these  could  not  be 
ready  before  May ;  and  in  the  meanwhile,  Great  Britain  had  eight 
ships  of  the  line  and  twenty-three  frigates  quite  ready,  and  thirty- 
two  ships  of  the  line  and  five  frigates  nearly  ready  for  sea  in  the 
home  ports. 

Nor  was  the  threat  of  invasion  ever  a  serious  one.  The  French 
knew  too  well  that  the  project  at  that  time  was  hopdese.  Upcm  the 
return  of  Oabom,  Vioe-'Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hawke  was  sent  with  a 
squadron  to  cruise  off  Brest,  and  was  reinforced  in  April  by  additional 
ships  under  Rear-Admiral  Fnintis  ITt)lbume.  But  these  precautions 
were  taken  too  lute,  for  Vice-Adnnral  d'Aulii^ny  had  left  Brest  for 
Martinique  on  January  .^Oth.  and  M.  de  Beaussier  had  saiUul  on 
Febmary  19th  for  f^aii  Dominj^o.  Yet  Hawke,  ere  he  came  back 
to  England  in  May,  made  many  valuable  prizes.  He  left  Holbume 
to  cruise  before  Brest;  and  Holbume  was  presently  joined  by  Vice- 
Admiral  Ihe  Hon.  Edward  Boscawen,  who  atoumed  oommand  of  the 
united  fleet  of  eighteen  ships  of  the  line,  six  50-gun  ships  and  two 


This  demonstration  naturally  induced  the  French  squadron  to 
keep  within  its  harbour  ;  but  some  of  Boscawen's  vessels  enprawed 
straggling  French  ships.  The  invasion  scare  still  continuing,  the 
Vice-Admu-al  took  effectual  means  to  put  an  end  to  it.    He  sent 


"iSx.  Godcbum  ran  dose  into  the  harbour's  month,  and  then  with 


the  Hunter,  cutter,  Lieutenant 


Cockbum,  to  reconnoitre  Brest. 


YOL.  m. 


L 
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five  conipaiiions,  got  iuu>  a  bout  and  rowed  into  the  ]>nit  in  the 
dark.  He  reported  that  he  had  iouud  there  only  inne  bhipji  of  war 
o£  50-guns  or  under  and  six  large  merchantmen.  Boscawen  and 
Holbume  returned  to  England  in  November,  leaving'  liear-Admixalfl 
Savage  Moetyn  and  Hany  Notris  before  Brost,  diiefly  to  intercut 
such  of  the  enemy's  ships  as  might  be  coming  home  from  abroad. 
The  hlockading  force  was  afterwards  entrusted  to  Vice-Admiral 
Charles  Knowles,  who  came  back  tf>  port  with  most  of  it  in 
Dt  cctuhcr.  1V\^  departure  was  somewbul  premature,  in  that  it 
enabled  M.  de  Kemiint  to  get  out  with  a  small  force  for  the  coast 
of  Africa,  nnd  M.  de  UeauiVr*  nioiil  to  escape  with  amulier  small 
force  I )( Mil  id  tor  the  West  Indies.  It  also  allowed  some  small 
Gmising  squadrons  to  proceed  to  sea  in  safety, 

The  British  Ministry  was  ver}-  negligent  in  the  matter  of 
Minorca.  It  is  qniie  dear  that  as  early  as  October,  1755,  it  had 
received  intdUgenoe  tbAt  tike  expedition  preparing  at  Toulon  was 
destined  for  that  island  ;  and  that  French  reports  to  the  same  effect 
reached  it  in  Noveml)er  and  December,  as  well  as  later.'  Yet  it 
took  no  proper  measures  for  the  drfpiire  of  the  place,  the  reason 
apparently  being  that,  at  that  iww,  ii  uiuiers'Jihied  the  importance  of 
the  position.  The  military  command  ul  the  island  wati  in  the  hands 
of  General  William  Blakeney,  an  oflScer  in  his  eighty-second  year, 
who  was  so  infirm  that  when  Port  Mahon  was  besieged  by  the  Doc 
de  Bicheli^,  he,  though  mentally  very  active,  was  obliged  to  spesaA 
great  part  of  his  time  in  bed.  The  garrison  also  was  very  weak, 
and  most  of  the  officers  belonging  to  it  were  on  leave  until  some 
time  after  the  French  expedition  had  sailed  from  Toulon.  More- 
over, the  British  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  includinf:  ns  it  did 
only  three  sliips  of  the  hne  and  a  lew  small  craft,  was  a  serious 
danger  ratlu  r  than  a  source  of  strength. 

Yet  at  length  pubhc  opinion  in  England  insisted  that  something 
must  be  done ;  and  on'  March  Ilth,  1756,  Vice-Admiral  the  Hon. 
John  Byng  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  fleet,  which  was 
then  ordered  to  proceed  to  Minorca.  The  position  of  second  in 
command  was  given  to  llear- Admiral  Temple  West.  But  this  fleet, 
which  should  have  been  a  large  and  powerful  one,  was  by  no  means 
of  formidable  proportions.  It  consisted  only  of  ten  sail  of  the  line  ; 
and  even  those  few  ships  wrro  not  fitted  out  without  the  ^m^atest 
difiiculty  and  friction.  At  that  late  date  the  Ministr}-  seems  lo  have 
'  of  Uo.  uf  Cuuuiitt.,  May  ;lnl,  1707. 
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been  still  l/lind  to  the  importance  of  Minorca.  There  were  at  the 
moment  iweuty-seven  ships  of  the  line  cruisiiij^  in  the  Channel  and 
Bay  of  Biscay,  twenty-eif^ht  ships  of  the  luie  in  commission  at 
home,  and  many  Hmall  cnift,  which  might  have  been  detailed  for 
the  service.  But  Byng  was  not  p^mitted  to  okilise  any  of  these, 
or  to  draw  crews  from  tiiem;  and  his  mission  was  evid^itly 
regarded  as  a  wholly  sabsidiary  one.  He  was  diiected  to  take  on 
board  the  absent  officers  of  the  Minorca  garrison  and  a  reinforce* 
mrat  of  troops,  consisting  of  the  Royal  Kej^iment  of  Fusiliers, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Lord  Kobert  Bertie.  To  make 
rnnm  for  those  men,  all  thr  Marines  heloiji^in^'  to  the  stjtiadron  were 
benl  oa  sLure,  with  the  le&nh  that,  had  IJyni;  betu  .succe-snful  in 
throwing  troops  into  Port  Maiion,  he  would,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  Marines  from  his  ships,  have  been  in  a  condition  unfit  for  suh- 
seqomitly  fighting  an  action  at  sea. 

The  Yice-Admiral  prspared  his  fleet  with  as  much  dispatdi  as 
possible,  and  sailed  from  St.  Hden's  on  April  6th,  arriving  at 
Gibraltar  on  May  '2nd.  He  was  there  joined  hy  some  of  thv  sliips, 
which,  xmder  Captain  the  Hon.  George  Edgcumbe,  were  already  in 
the  Mediterranean  ;  and  he  rprpived  intelligence  that  t]if  Toulon 
squadron  had  lauded  a  I'  lcnch  arniy  in  Miiioica,  and  that  the  enemy 
Was  ah'fady  in  possession  of  almost  cvci y  slron^'  position  in  the  island. 
Byng  coiumunicaled  to  General  I'uwke,  the  GoveJiior  of  Gibraltar, 
an  order  from  home  to  Uie  effect  that,  subject  to  certain  conditions, 
a  detachment  from  the  garrison,  equal  to  a  battalion  of  men,  was 
to  be  embarked  on  board  the  fleet.  But  GenenJ  Fowke  and  his 
advism  came  to  the  conclusion,  fii-stly,  that  it  would  be  extremely 
dangerous,  if  not  impracticable,  to  throw  succour  into  Port  Mahon ; 
and  secondly,  that  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar  was  already  too  weak  to 
spare  the  specified  detachnieni  without  danger  to  itself.  Yet  as  the 
fleet  was  in  great  want  of  men,  and  as  Kdjfi  uinbe's  ships  had  left 
then  Marines,  and  some  of  their  seameji,  in  Minorca  to  assist  in  the 
work  of  defence,  the  Gktvemor  permitted  1  captain,  6  subalterns, 
.  9  sergeants,  11  corporals,  5  drummers  and  2U0  privates  to  embark, 
it  being  r^reaented  to  him  that,  without  such  reinforcement, 
several  of  the  ships  would  be  absolutely  unable  to  go  into  action. 

Captain  IM^c  umbe,  with  his  little  squadron,  had  been  obliged  to 
retire  from  off  Minorca  upon  the  ai)pearance  of  the  French.  He 
had  left  behind  him  Captain  Carr  8croi>e  of  the  Dolphin,  who 
commanded  the  naval  detacbuieut  on  Hhore,  and  who  was  to 
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act  aa  aignal  officer  in  the  event  of  the  appearance  of  a  Britaah 
aqvadion  before  tlie  laland.  Ere  Byngt  nvitii  an  eaatorly  wind, 
sailed  from  Gibraltar  on  May  8th,  he  had  be^  joined  by  tiie  whole 

of  Captain  Edgcambe'B  little  force,  excepting  the  Pharnix,  whidl 
had  1h  (  n  blockaded  at  Pahna,  Majorca,  by  two  Frendk  frigates, 

and  which  was  only  able  to  ge  t  out  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
British  fleet  oflf  that  island.  The  wind  was  for  the  most  part 
easterly  until  9  p.m.  on  tlie  isth,  when  a  })risk  northerly  breeze 
sprang  up;  and  the  squudiuti,  having  sailtd  large  all  night,  sighted 
Minorca  at  daybreak  next  morning.  Byng  at  once  sent  ahead  the 
PJuenixt  Chesterfield  and  Dolphin  to  reconnoitre  the  month  of 
Mahon  Harbotir,  to  pick  np  intelligence,  and  to  oideaToar  to  aeod 
ashore  a  letter  to  General  Blakeney«  Captain  the  Hon.  Angostns 
John  Her\ey,  the  senior  officer  of  the  advanced  squadron,  drew  in 
with  the  shore  and  eudeavonred  to  communicate  with  the  castle  of 
St.  Philip ;  hnt,  before  he  could  effect  anything,  the  enemy's  fleet 
appeared  in  the  S.E.,  and  the  d<  tachment  had  to  he  recalled. 

Vice-Admiral  Byng  then  stood  towards  the  foe  and  made  the 
signal  for  a  general  chase.    I3oih  B^uadrous  ^  made  sail  towards  one 
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another;  and  at  2  P,ic.  the  Sritish  Commander-in-Chief  made  the 

signal  lor  a  Ike  of  battle  aJiead.  But,  the  wind  dropping,  this 

order  could  not  be  pivperly  cuiied 

out.   In  the  meantime  he  took  the 

precaution  of  reinforcing  such  of  the 

ships  as  were  most  weakly  manned, 

by  means  of  drafts  from  the  fripatcs  ; 

and  he  directed  that  the  Fhaimx, 

whieb  bad  been  reported  as  unfit  for 

general  service,  should  be  made  ready 

to  act  as  a  fireshipin  case  of  neceestiy. 

At  abont  six  o'clodc  in  the  evening 

the  enemy  advanced  in  order,  with 

twelve   ships  of  the  lino  and  five 

frigates ;  the  van  being  commanded 

by  M.  Glandevez,  the  centre  by  M.  de 

Iia  GalisBonui^re,  and  the  rear  by  M. 

de  La  Clue.  An  hour  later  the  Fraich 

tacked,  and  went  away  a  distance  of 

about  six  miles,  with  a  view  to  gaining 

the  weather-gage ;  and  Byng,  to  pre- 

sen-e  that  advanta^'c,  tacked  likewise 

On  the  following  morning  two  tartans, 

which  had  been  sent  out  by  M.  de 

liichelieu  with  soldiers  to  reinforce 

M.  de  La  Galissonni^re,  were  chased 

by  the  British  ships,  one  of  them 

bang  taken  by  the  l>«^nc«,  uid  the 

other  escaping.    That  motning  at 

daybreak,  the  weather  was  hazy,  and 

the  enemy  was  not  at  once  seen  ;  but, 

a  little  later,  he  came  in  sight  in  il 

the8.E.  ■  . 

_   ^  .        ,     ,  .         sne's  ACTIOS,  MAT  20x11,  176C. 

Captain  Mabaus  account  of  the  n-u  230  Pic. 

action  which  followed  may  be  here       BriHrf.,6w*;  French,  «Ai(.. 

quoted,  as  it  admirably  sammaiMes    (/n/r<-t>i./i-hnuM  be  flyinsui.  into  the 

,    .  _  wind.  She  i«  here  retw«««>tcda«b«rora 

what  occurred.  th«  wiba.] 


nm'k  Acnov,  kit  SOrs,  1766. 

I  — At  2  P.M. 

Brltwh,  black;  From  h,  u-}ntt. 

[The  ontcle  of  anproooh  w-n  ,s:iinewbAt 
greatw  tbaa  aa  •noira  in  tb«»  plunsi] 


**Tlw  two  Heeto,"  he  writn,  "having  sighted  ««eh  other  on  the  monin^  of 

M;iy  20tli,  wt'if  fouD<l  after  h  Hcrics  I'f  luuaoeiivres  both  mi  tlic  |«jit  tack,  witli  mi 
easterly  wind,  heading  aoutberly,  tbe  Frcucb  to  leeward,  between  the  Englieh  and  the 
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hni-l'iiitr.  Bvii<;  ran  (lown  in  Htif»  alif.Kl  ofT  the  wind,  llio  Freiirh  rpTrninii;.:  hy  it,  s»( 
that  wheu  the  foniier  made  tlic  otgual  to  engaije,  tU«  ticcts  were  not  |iaralJel,  but 
famed  «a  tngle  of  from  30°  to  40*  (PL  I.).  The  attack  which  Byng  by  his  own  account 
niennt  to  niakf.  cirli  sliip  rmninst  ir«  rirp.>i.;te  in  rtir  eneinyV  line,  (lifli«-iilt  to  carrv  out 
under  any  circuinHtanres,  was  here  liirtlitT  imj'*  ilt^l  by  tlie  distance  Ix'tweeii  tlie  two 
t*»n  being  tnueh  greater  than  that  betiret^n  thi-  y.m^ ;  -»  that  hi^  w}iole  line  rould  not 
come  into  action  at  the  snmp  tTionient.  When  the  iii<;nal  was  made,  tlie  van  !>hi|is  kept 
*W»J'  io  obedience  to  it,  and  inn  dowu  for  the  French  so  nearly  head  on  a^  to  sacritice 
thdr  artilleiy  lira  in  great  meaniK  (R.  IL).  'I'Ih  v  i.  . .   ,    ti.ree  raking  bmadsideH 

and  were  seriously  disniantkvl  alolt.  The  sixth 
Knji^lish  shiji"'  {Intrrjiiil)  "  count inj;  I'rt'in  the 
van,  had  her  foretojmiast  shot  away,  flew  u)i 
into  the  winil,  atid  cante  abacK,  isto]>|>in^  ami 
doubling  u|i  tlio  rear  of  the  line  (PI.  111.).  Thew 
undouhtc<lly  was  the  time  for  Byng,  having 
oonuidtted  hiniKelf  to  the  fifiht,  to  have  set  the 
example  and  l*'me  down,  juBt  as  Farragut  did 
at  Mobile  whuQ  hia  line  was  confufied  by  the 
atD{i{iiDR  of  the  nest  ahead ;  but  according  to 
the  teatimony  of  the  fla!;-ca])tain,  MatheWs 
sentence  deterred  him.  'Vou  see.  Captain 
GardiJier,  that  the  signal  for  the  line  h  out,  and 
that  I  am  aheail  of  the  shi]>s  Lovtita  and 
IVtilihl '  (w)iich  in  the  onler  sliouKl  havB  been 
ahead  of  hiiu).  '  Yuu  would  not  hare  me,  nn 
adnitml  of  the  fleet,  run  down  ao  if  I  were  Roing 
to  engage  a  itiugle  t«hi)>.  It  was  Mr.  Mathewo'a 
misfortune  to  be  iwejudiced  by  not  carrying 
down  his  f on  e  together,  which  I  shall  endearour 
to  avoid."  The  albir  tbuH  ln-came  itxh-ciaive; 
the  Kii'^lish  van  waa  eeparated  from  the  mar 
One  French  authority  blamea  Qalt§M>nniire  for  not 
Another  savs  he  onleretl  the 


Bflto^  ACnoN,  MAY  20™,  1730. 
UL—irji. 


and  got  the  brant  of  the  fight. 

tackiit};  to  windward  of  the  enemy's  van  and  crushinjj  it. 
movement,  but  that  it  could  not  be  made  fn>iu  I  he  damage  to  the  riggiog ;  but  this  MeniH 
improbable,  as  the  only  injury  the  French  s4|uadron  underw'ent  alof^  was  the  loaa  of 
one  to|>sail-yard,  whereas  the  English  sutTeroil  very  liadly.  The  true  reason  is  probably 
that  given  and  approved  by  one  uf  the  French  authoritiea  on  naval  warfare.  Ualiwon- 
nilre  conmdered  the  aiifvport  of  the  laud  attack  on  Fort  Mabon  paramount  to  any 
destruntion  of  thr  Ktiglish  lleet,  though  he  thereby  ex |>osed  his  own.  'The  French 
navy  baa  always  pre1'erri>d  the  gloiy  of  assuring  or  ]irescrving  a  conquest  to  that, 
more  brilliant  porhajis,  but  actually  1««  real,  of  taking  some  ahipa;  and  therein 
it  has  ai»)>roached  more  nearly  the  true  eml  that  has  been  proj»ise<l  in  war.'  The 
justice  of  tliiB  concliiaiun  depends  upon  the  view  that  is  taken  of  the  true  end 
of  naval  war."' 


The  losses  (see  following  page')  in  killed  and  wounded  vera 
nearly  C(|ual  ;  but  the  French  lost  no  ofticera  of  rank,  whereas  in 
liyng's  fleet  Captain  Ariflrews,  of  the  Drfianri^,  was  killed,  and 
Captain  Noel,  of  tlie  Princess  Louim,  was  luoiliilly  wounded. 
The  British  ships  also  suffered  much  more  than  the  French  iu 

*  '  lufl.  of  Sea  Power  iiiMU  Hist,*  280.  287. 
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their  masts,  yards  and  ri'^r^nf^ ;  '^o  much  so,  in  fact,  that  Byng 
deemed  it  rifjht.  Ix  lore  venturing'  to  do  anything  further,  to  call  a 
council  ol  war  on  board  the  liamilUrs,  and  to  tjiumnou  to  it  not 
only  the  imval  officers,  hut  also  several  of  the  land  oiliceiB  who 
were  on  booxd  the  ships.  The  questions  debated  in  this  council, 
and  the  conclusions  arrived  at,  were  as  follows : — 

1.  Whether  m  attack  qu  the  FreDcb  Aeet  gave  any  i)rc»]Met  of  felieving  MalioD  ? 

Reaolved :  It  did  not. 

2.  Whether,  if  there  were  u<>  Freucli  ftt-vt  cruioitig  at  Minorca,  the  BritiBh  licet 

could  raise  the  aiege?   Beaolved:  It  could  not. 

•T  Whether  Gibraltar  would  not  be  in  danger,  should  my  acddeot  befall  ByngV 
Ni'd?    Iteholved  :  It  wnuKl  In;  in  <laiii;er. 

4.  Whether  an  attack  by  the  British  Heel  io  it«  present  stale  u}jou  that  of  the 
French  would  not  endanger  Gibraltar,  and  extjum  the  trade  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean to  j;re;it  liftzardw  V    Resolved  ;  It  wuiild. 

3.  Whether  it  is  not  rather  for  His  Majesty's  service  that  tlie  tieet  shoidd  proceed 

immediately  to  Gibialtar?  BeiM4ved :  It  should  imeead  to  Gibraltar. 

As  a  resiilt,  the  squadron  sailed  for  Gibraltar,  and,  on  the  way, 
occupied  itself  in  rejMuring  such  damages  as  could  be  repaired  at 


Tlic  Iii>>(s  ill  kill''-!  mi'l  \V(.uiidf-<!  in  tlio  two  flci't^  wrrv  as  f ■  i 


Dtp  fin  ff  . 
J'oriland 
jAincaster 
Jfitckinyham , 
Captain  .     .  , 
jHtnpid  .    *  . 
/VmoaH  JCe><K» , 
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36 
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Fier  .  , 
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10 
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2 
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2 
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0 
10 

:t 

8 
43 

4 
10 
15 


1 

IWftw  .... 

5 

14 

Totalfl  .  . 

IbS 

Totals .  . 

26 

1.16 

Ltrndon  Gazette  of  Jtine  26th,  1756.   Lists  in  Beatson,  iii.  118,  put  the  total  lostes 

at~riiti-li,  4;{  killed,  168  w<miiile<l ;  French,  .{H  killed,  181  vvuuiidrd.  I,a  (Jalinwinni^re 
puts  the  French  towi  at  36  killed,  and  1 L5  wounded.  It  may  be  that  20  French  were 
killed  outrii^ht,  and  that  12  more  died  of  their  wounds.   No  two  accounts  of  the 

iiiiiiii.cr  nf  \v.ui:ii]f.l  liiu  he  j <-ct«>il  to  nijrw  cs.u  il.v,  M>nie  enumeraton  naturally 
iucluduig  among  the  wounded  meu  with  only  slight  injuries. 
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sea.  At  the  liock  the  Admiral '  found  reiriforeemeuts,*  which  had 
btieu  bent  out  to  him  under  Commodore  Thomas  Broderick,'  th« 
Ministrj',  alter  Byug'ti  departure  from  England,  having  apparently 
vealised  for  tiie  first  time  the  fall  extent  of  the  danger  in  the 
Mediterruiean. 

It  waa  i]nf<»rtimate  for  Byng  that  the  first  detailed  news  of  what 

had  happened  off  Minorca  reached  the  Government  throng  French 
channels.  M.  de  La  Gahssonni^re's  dic^atch  cannot  now  be  found 
in  the  Archives  de  la  Marine  in  Paris,  and  pf>HHihly  it  no  longer 
exists  ;  but  a  copy  of  it,  or  a  translation,  leached  the  Se<'retary 
of  the  Admiralty  some  time  before  Byni,''s  own  dispatch  arrived 
in  En^j'land  ;  and  upon  the  former  the  Government  took  action, 
recalling  Byng  and  West,  and  sending  out  Vice-Admiral'  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  and  BewvAdmiral  Charles  Sannders  to  supersede 
them.  The  important  part  of  this  dispatch  of  La  Galiasonni^re's^ 
is  as  follows : — 

**  At  half-put  two  in  the  afternoon  the  two  aquadronB  were  in  line  of  battle  and 

be<3n  the  engaRcniont.  The  English  consisHnl  of  eightoon  -;ui,  of  which  thirteen  were 
of  Ihe  linfl^  and  oura,  of  twelve  eail  of  Ibe  line  and  fuur  frigatea.  The  action  lasted 
almost  three  hour*  and  a  half,  'but  trai  not  genera)  during  the  whole  of  the  tune.  The 
Eii'.;Ii<ii  ■A\\\»  that  had  suffered  most  from  our  broadHidcR  got  away  to  the  windward, 
out  of  guoabot.  They  continually  preserved  this  advantage  that  they  might  keep 
dear  of  us  aa  they  jileased.  After  having  made  their  Rreatoat  efforta  ag«n«t  our  rear 
division,  which  ihey  found  so  close  and  frf»m  wl.ii  li  tlic y  roceivoil  bo  liot  a  fire  that 
they  could  not  break  in  upon  it,  tbey  nukde  up  their  minde  to  sheer  off,  and  did  not 
appear  again  during  the  whole  of  die  next  day,  the  21ft.  Speaking  generally,  none  of 
their  »hip«  Imig  withstood  the  fire  of  ours.  !  'ui  vi HiifTi  rfd  l  ut  Htdo.  They  were 
rejwired  in  the  nigbt,  and  on  the  following  muruiug  were  til  fur  action."  ..."  Our 
total  killed  waa  thirty-eight,  and  woonded  one  hundred  and  fifteen." 


*  On  June  4th,  1756,  Bjug  was  promoled  to  be  Adminal  of  the  BIu& 

-  UeinfofceroeDt  deqwtched  to  Adnunl  the  Hon.  Jobn  Byng  under  Coinmodere 

Brtxlerick 


n  •  _  o,->  fComniod.  fhonifl*  liriKlenck- 

s*^*     *  \Capt.  Ahralj;iin  Nniili. 

64         „    iiiciiard  Tyrrell. 
(>4        „   James  Saver. 
G4        M  Janifle  Webb. 
50       „  Edward  Wheeler. 


JpBwich 

Bnaton  Court 
I  Ak,    .    .  . 


*  ThiK  officer,  who  waH  boru  in  17(M^  aad  died  a  Vice- Admiral  in  176(l|  iMially 
apelt  hi«  name  Broierii  k.    Ii  \v:vs,  however,  properly  apeit  Brodrick. 

*  Ab  pubitsliul  iu  the  JourualH  of  the  tiiue. 
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It  may  here  be  pointed  out,  in  passing,  that  this  repoi  l  luakt  s 
the  British  fleet  to  have  been  considerably  superior  to  the  French, 
whereas  if  there  were  any  real  difference  between  thern  it  was  only 
a  ver}'  sli;:,'lit  one  ;  and  that  it  does  not  agroo,  in  Other  respects,  with 
the  I'itctii  asi  they  art»  now  lUicepteU. 

Before  going  fuithei,  it  is  right  to  print  the  dispatch  which  B^'ng 
addmaed  to  the  Admiralty  on  May  -25th,  and  in  ^hich  he  p.Te  his 
version  of  what  had  happened.  It  is  right  alao  to  say  that  the 
Admiralty,  after  receiving  this  dii^atcb,  kept  it  for  some  time 
before  making  it  public,  and  that,  when  it  did  publish  it,  gave 
it  to  the  world  in  a  mutilated  condition.  The  cnmplete  disjiatch 
was  printed  by  £yng  after  his  retom  to  England,  and  ran  as 
follows : — 

Mamaiietf  orw  UisOBCa,  May  2!ith,  1766<. 

**Slii,— I  hvn  th«  pleuure  to  dcnlre  tint  yoa  iriU  acqublfc  tlMir  Lofdahipc  that, 

liAving  saik'.l  from  r;il>r;ilt;ir  the  8th,  I  .:;ot  <iff  Mahon  tliellHth,  hiivin^;  been  joincci  by 
Lis  Majfjtty  sj  fehip  PHiESix  off  ilajorca  two  days  before,  by  whom  J  had  coujiimcd  t/ie 
infei%rare  J  had  rrceiord  «#  tfAro/far,  M«  lOrength  of  ike  Frtrntk  fleet,  and  of  their 
heint/  off  Mahon.  Ilh  Majtj.ti/'ii  aJuurt  i>rrr  fft'U  llyii,;/  at  thr  rastlc  uf  Si.  Philip; 
and  J  couid  perecivt  &tt'trai  Lumlt-battertea  piaying  on  it  /rum  dijfaxi^t  jMrts.  F/cncIt 
colours  J  taw  flying  on  the  wett  part  ^  St,  Fhilip.  I  dispatched  the  J'hauu, 
Chesterfield,  and  Do'pfun  ahmd,  to  reeonvnitre  thi'  harbour's  mouth;  and  Captain 
JJtriey  to  endeavour  tv  land  a  letter  for  iieneral  liiukeney,  to  let  him  know  the  fleti 
tiHia  here  to  hit  atiittance  ;  though  Wary  MM  IPU  ^  Me  opinion  uv  could  it  of  no  UM 
to  Am  j  atfbgiUl  accouitti,  no  jdaee  u-at  secured /ft  nvering  a  ianditig,  cotUd  w$  ham 
tpand  tht people.  The  Pha  nix  was  alto  to  make  th»  private  tigwd  letween  Captain 
llervey  and  Captain  Scrope,  as  this  latter  would  tmdoubteHjf  tome  off,  if  it  were 
fraetioMef  having  kept  the  JDolj^Me  barge  with  him :  hU  tk$  mmjfe  Jket  appenriag 
to  the  loath-eaet,  and  the  wind  a(  iht  tame  time  coming  strong  off  tie  land,  oMiged  me 
to  call  thfte  ships  ii,,  bt/ore  they  <xmtd  get  quite  so  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour 
at  to  make  ewre  what  batteriet  or  gant  might  be  placed  to  prevent  our  htnii^  any 
coflimiittKiatMm  vitk  the  oattte.  FallinK  Ktde  wind.  It  wm  tire  before  I  could  form 
tuy  line,  or  distinguiBh  any  of  tiiL-  eiifinv's  luotiDiiH  ;  and  could  not  jud^e  at  all  of  their 
foroe^  mora  than  by  numbers,  which  were  aeventeen,  and  thirteen  appeared  htrge. 
They  at  first  atood  towaida  us  in  regular  line;  and  tacked  about  eevoi;  which  I 
jiidirc'd  was  to  endeavour  to  uain  llic  *viiid  of  us  in  the  s'o  tli.it,  being  hite, 

I  tacked  in  order  to  keep  the  wcatber-gage  of  them,  as  well  as  to  make  sure  of  the 
land  wind  in  the  nwrning,  being  very  haxy,  and  not  above  five  le^mea  ttom  Gape 

Mti|n.  Wf  tnckpd  off  towards  the  fiieuiy  al  I'lovoii  ;  and  at  daylight  liad  no  sight  of 
them.  But  two  tartauti,  with  the  French  private  signal,  being  cloee  in  with  the  rear 
of  our  fleet,  I  lent  the  PiinteBH  LoimA  to  chace  oim,  and  made  aigml  for  the  Rear- 
Adtiiira),  who  wa"^  ncarept  the  other,  to  serid  >i!dj)8  to  chasp  her.  The  PRrsrrss  I.<ifisA, 
Defukck,  and  CArrAix,  became  at  a  great  di»tauce ;  but  the  Dkfiakck  took  hers,  wliich 
had  two  eaptaina,  two  Heatebanta,  and  one  hundred  and  two  private  soldier*,  who  were 
sent  out  the  day  before  with  six  luindred  men  on  board  tortauR,  to  reinforce  the 
French  fleet  on  our  appearing  ot)  that  place.  The  Piiov^iis,  on  Captain  IIorTey's  offer, 
pNiMnd  to  eerve  aa  a  fire-ship,  but  withoat  damaging  her  aa  a  frigate;  till  tlie  aignal 
was  made  to  prime,  when  fhe  was  then  to  icuttk  her  dccici^  everydiiiif  «iba  prapaied, 
aa  the  time  and  place  allowed  of. 
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**'llMeilflvn]r now  1>e^»n  to  appear  from  the  iiui8t-b«ad.  I  called  in  tlic  cruisers; 
•nd,  wh«n  they  had  joiucil  me,  I  tacked  towanl*  the  enemy,  nrtd  formed  the  line  aliead. 
I  rountl  the  Frciicliiwera  fmpariiig  theirs  to  leewunl,  having  luisiiccesfifullj  endeavourad 
to  weittber  uh*.    'I'liey  were  twelve  lar^e  siii|>s  of  tlic  line,  and  live  iiigttes. 

"A*  torn  as  I  jud;i«5d  the  rear  d"  our  Hoet  the  length  of  their  viu,  we  tackitl 
nlto$r(>tlier»  And  immedifttely  made  the  si<;nHl  fur  the  nliipttliAi  led  to  lend  ]ar<;e,  and 
for  the  DcnrORD  to  quit  the  line,  that  oura  nii;ilit  Iwt'ome  equal  to  their):.  At  two 
I  nude  the  mgnnt  to  en-iage  :  1  found  it  was  the  Hures*t  inetli<xl  of  onlerini;  every  ship 
to  cIom;  down  on  tlie  one  tliat  fell  to  their  lot.  .\nd  here  I  must  ex|>re>t»  my  greul 
aatiBfactiott  at  the  very  gallant  manner  In  whiih  the  Rear-Admiral  «et  the  taq  the 
example,  hy  inntaatly  bearing  down  on  (he  fthiiw  he  Wiu>  to  ongagze,  with  his  second, 
and  who  OCCMKined  one  of  the  French  8hi|M  to  begin  the  engagement,  wlmh  they  did 
by  raking  our*  ax  they  went  down.  The  iNTHF.fm,  wtfvrtunaUhi,  in  tike  very  begin- 
ning, had  her  ^iretopmast  »hot  away;  and  as  that  hung  nn  her  foretoi>siiil,  and  hacked 
it,  he  had  ito  onn\mand  of  his  shift,  his  fore-tacit  and  all  his  braces  Wing  cut  at  the 
nme  time;  m  thai  he  drove  on  the  next  ship  to  bini»  aud  obliged  that  and  the  abips 
ahead  of  me  to  throw  all  back.  This  obliged  me  to  do  abo  for  some  minutes,  to  avoid 
their  falling  on  iKxinl  mc,  though  not  before  we  had  drove  our  adversary  out  of  the 
line^  who  put  liefore  the  wind,  aud  bad  several  shots  fired  at  him  by  bia  own  admiral. 
TUa  Dot  only  cauaed  the  enemy's  centre  to  be  nmttacked,  but  the  near-Adminl*a 
diTiaion  rather  uncovered  for  some  little  tiiiMi  I  sent  aud  called  to  the  chips  ahead  of 
m«  to  make  Nail,  and  go  down  on  the  enr-niy ;  and  ordered  the  CHEaTEBFiELti  to  lay  by 
the  iMTRKriP,  and  the  Dkptford  to  liupply  the  l>-TnEni)*8  place.  I  found  the  enemy 
edged  away  couHtantly ;  and  as  they  went  three  feet  to  our  one,  they  would  never 
permit  our  closing  w  ith  them,  but  took  advantage  of  destroying  our  rigging;  for 
though  I  clutied  the  Hear-Aiimiral  fast,  I  found  that  I  could  not  gain  doie  to  (he  enemy, 
whose  van  was  fairly  drove  from  tiMir  line ;  but  their  admind  win  joining  them,  by 
bearing  away. 

"By  this  time  it  wa«  past  six,  and  the  enemy's  van  and  ours  were  at  too  great  a 
distance  t<i  engage,  I  i>erceived  some  of  their  shijiH  stretching  to  the  northwani;  and 
I  imagiued  they  were  golug  to  form  a  new  line.  1  made  the  sigoal  for  the  headmost 
ships  to  tat>k,  and  those  that  led  before  with  the  iarbosrd  taoks  to  lead  with  the 
8tarl>oard,  that  I  might,  by  the  tirst,  kee|i  (if  jxissible)  the  wind  of  the  enemy,  and,  by 
the  second,  between  the  Uear-Admiral'a  division  and  the  enemy,  as  he  liad  suffered 
most ;  aa  also  to  cover  the  IsntRFin,  which  I  perceived  to  be  in  very  bad  condittuo, 
and  whose  loss  wmild  give  the  Iwilance  very  greatlv  .i_;i:ii^t  us,  if  they  attacked  us 
next  morning  a«  I  exiwcted.  1  brought  to  about  eight  that  uight  to  join  the  iKTREino, 
and  to  re6t  our  ships  as  fast  aa  posaible,  and  continned  doing  so  all  night.  The  next 
morning  we  saw  nofli  :  _  f  the  enemy,  tiioiigh  we  were  still  lyiii'^  to.  Mabon  was 
1<.N.W.  abuut  ten  or  eleven  leagues.  I  sent  cruisers  to  look  out  fur  the  Intrepid  and 
CH»nriCRFiBi.n,  \^  ho  joined  me  next  day.  And  having,  from  aatate  and  condition  of  the 
squadron  brought  me  in,  found,  that  the  Caitaix,  1.ntkei-u>,  andDEKiANci;  (which  latter 
has  loat  her  cai>l«iuX  were  much  damageil  iu  their  niaata,  so  titat  thn/  teen  in  danger 
tffuA  being  abfe  to  swure  AetV  maflit  projxriy  at  tea }  and  dho,  tk»t  the  tqvadron  in 
'jencral  wtn-  trry  sickly,  many  killcf  aud  i/v/n «(/<(/,  and  nowhtT'  fo  a  Ihiid  <.f 
their  number  if  I  made  an  hctfital  nf  the /ortjfSUH  $hipt  whidt  tni«  ho/  cmy  at  tta  ; 
I  thought  it  proper  in  this  situation  to  call  a  council  of  war,  before  I  went  again  to 
l<K»k  for  the  enemy.  I  desireil  the  attendance  of  (leneral  Stuart,  Lord  EUitiL:!!  im,  nml 
Lprd  Kobert  Bertie,  and  Coluuel  C'omwallis,  that  1  might  collect  their  upiniuus  u|>on 
the  present  situation    Mimrea  and  Oiiraltar,  and  make  sure  «f  pnteetmg  the  latltr, 

finr.  I'l  i.-'is  I'litiud  iinprai:ti'-'ih}'  '  ifhr  to  »iirrotir  or  I'h'rrt  fj,,'  hn  mi'r  >•■!>},  th>' 
force  u-e  had.  So,  though  we  may  jaatly  claim  the  victory,  yet  ive  urt  hi  uch  ii\/crwr 
to  the  weight  their  aAijps,  tkou^  tAe  numben  art  tqnal ;  and  theif  have  tht  odvantagt 
^tending  to  Alinvrta  their  teoanded,  eMd  getting  rei^fiyreme$tte  nf  teamen  from  Umr 
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transport*,  and  mJdiern  from  their  camp ;  nil  irhirh  undotiht-dltf  ha*  l>frn  dour  in  this 
timt  thai  tee  have  been  lying  to  to  rtfitt  and  o/im  in  sight  iif  Minorw ;  and  their  f&ijw 
kav»  more  than  once  appeartd  in  a  lint  from  our  nuut'headt. 

"  I  urnd  th'  ir  Lordships  tite  rf.»oluliotts  of  the  council  of  n^r,  in  whirh  therr  mis 
not  the  Itatt  conimtion  or  douitt  arose.  J  Itope,  indeed,  we  ahaUjiud  etores  to  rq/it  u» 
at  QibraUar ;  and,  if  I  have  any  reinforrement^  will  not  loto  a  moment  ef  time  to 
*«•/.•  the  en*  my  ayain,  and  once  more  give  thrm  htillh,  thouyh  they  have  a  yreiit 
advantage  in  being  clean  $hij»9  that  go  three  feet  to  our  one,  and  there/ore  hntr  their 
dtofK  how  lil«y  wtU ongoge  ne,  or  if  Heg  wilt  at  Mi  and  will  noptr  let  tu  tl<m  lAcm* 
(u  their  sole  vii  iv  is  ih>  fi;>.ih!;,></  ,mr  in  wAtcA  thiy  have  hit  too  welt  tucceeded, 
th»ugh  we  obliged  Ihcrn  to  bear  up. 

"  I  do  not  Mtid  th«ir  Lordshipa  the  pirticnlttni  of  our  kwaea  and  duMgM  by  t)m, 
as  it  woiilii  tn]<v  rnc  tiuicIi  time ;  and  I  am  williog  aoM  aboiild  be  loBt  in  letting  them 
kuiiw  aa  «vcut  uf  ^uch  t'OD««queuc«. 

'*Jeanmot  help  wrging  AnV  LordMpefor  a  rein/oTeement,  if  none  an  get  tailed 

itu  their  ktir}trl/;-li/e  nf  t'l-  </,fimi'!i  ^hrri'/th  in  fh"""  trn-i.  rjud  trhirh,  by  itry  ffO'it/  iiif'-lli- 
getice,  will  in  a  few  days  be  strengthened  by  four  more  large  ihiji*/roin  Toulon,  almost 
rmdy  to  Bail,  if  not  tailodt  tofitin  thette. 

"I  (Unpatrh  t!iis  to  Sir  Benjamin  Kwif,  }>v  wav  of  Barcelona;  and  am  innkintJ 
Uie  best  of  my  way  to  cover  UibraltJir,  from  wiucii  place  I  protmse  Nemiing  their 
LordaAtipB  »  mora  particular  aeeoiint.  X  raawin,  Sir,  your  most  humble  serrant,— 

"J.  Btso. 

"Hon.  Jons  Ct-KVLASD,  EijlJ." 

The  above  dispatcb.  appears  to  have  arrived  in  England  on 

June  16th ;  but  it  was  not  published  in  the  Ltmdon  Geuttte  until 
June  26th,  and  then  only  with  the  omission  of  those  passages  which 
are  now  printed  in  italics.  The  omissions,  it  Is  clear,  were  some- 
what unfair,  and,  bein;,'  calculated  to  jut  judic  e  P)yii;,'.  they  show  the 
bias  of  the  Ministry,  which,  previously  uiclined  to  underrate  the 
importance  of  Minorca,  at  length  seemecl  disposed  to  attach  the 
ntmost  significanoe  to  it.  The  dispatch  is,  however,  an  nnsatiB- 
factory  one,  even  as  it  stands.  It  is  too  fall  of  excuses,  too 
apologetic,  to  be  the  work  of  a  strong  and  self-reliant  man.  It 
smacks,  indeed,  more  of  a  Persano  than  of  a  Xelson  or  a  Saumarez. 

To  avoid  a  break  in  the  narrative,  it  may  here  he  said  that  the 
town  of  Port  Mahon  defended  itself  f^allantly,  but  had  to  capitu- 
late, on  June  2Utb,  on  honourable  terms.  The  garrison  was  sent  to 
England. 

Commod(M»  Brodorick,  witih  the  veinfoicement,  had  reached 
Gibraltar  on  June  15th,  and  was  there  found  by  Byng  on  his  arrival 
there  on  June  19th.   The  Admiral  at  once  began  preparations  to 

return  to  Minorca;  but,  while  he  was  still  engaj^ed  in  these,  on 
July  3rd,  the  Antelope,  50,  came  in  with  Vice-Admiral  Sir  ICdward 
Hawke,  Kear-Admiral  Charles  Saunders,  and  the  order  for  the 
supersession  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Bear-Admiral  West. 


156 


MAJOR  OPERATIONS,  1714-17e2. 


[1757. 


She  had  saikd  from  home  on  June  Ifith.  Captains  Gardiner  and 
Everitt,  Captani  Willi  nn  Goiiph  (who  had  been  a  litmtcnant  of  the 
Eamtllti  fi,  and  who  hail  siiici'  hwn  appointed  captain  of  the  E.rprri- 
vicnt),  and  Commauder  Christopher  Basset  (who  had  also  been  a 
fimiteiuiit  of  the  BamllUt  and  bad  been  appointed  after  the  action 
to  the  command  of  the  Fortune^  were  also  recalled,  berades  oth» 
officezB,  who  were  required  as  witnessee  in  England.  The  original 
order  to  Hawke  directed  only  the  eupereMsion  of  Byng ;  bnt  after 
Hawke'g  departure  from  Kn^^land  and  the  receipt  of  Byng'a  diqiatch 
of  May  *25tli,  the  AdmiraUy  decided  to  f^o  further  and  to  make 
prisoner  of  the  late  Conmiander-in-Chief.  Ho  sailed  for  Enj^land 
in  the  Antelope,  on  July  ^)th,  and,  upon  nrrivm;,'  at  Spithead  on 
July  2Gth,  ho  was  put  under  arn.st.  lie  WH-s  landud  ou  August  19th 
and  sent  to  Greenwich.  There  he  remained  m  confinement  until 
December  23rd,  when  he  waa  removed  to  Portsmouth.  Hia  trial 
began  on  board  the  8t.  George  in  Portsmouth  Harbonr  on 
December  27th,  and  continned  nntil  January  27th,  1757.  On  that 
day  sentence  was  pronounced,  and  the  Admiral  was  transferred  to 
the  Monarch,  then  in  harbour. 

The  conrt-inartial,  sinninnnnd  to  trj'  Bynj^,  consisted  of  Yice- 
Admiral  Thomas  Hmith  (4),  who  was  president,  liear-Admirals 
Francis  Holburne,  Harry  Norris  and  Thoams  Broderic  k,  and  nine 
captains.  After  hearing  the  evidence,  the  court  agreed  to  thirty- 
seven  resolutions  or  conclusions,  which  embodied,  among  others, 
the  following : — 

Thftt  when  the  British  fleet,  on  the  sfarboard  tack,  wtt  stntehed  abreut,  or  wu 

uImiuI  :iWani,  of  t!ir  oxicmy's  liiu',  Adiuiial  Byng  bLouIiI  li.'ive  Ciiuseil  liis 
ahi|»  to  tack  togetber,  and  aliould  have  imnwdiately  borne  right  down  on 
tbe  entiny;  ht»  van  •toering  for  tlie  nraniy^  van.  hit  N«r  for  its  nar,  flaeh 

sliip  making  for  tlie  unc  i'ii]«'>ite  to  her  in  tliu  ftu'tny's  line,  unJer  such  ssail 
as  would  have  enabled  the  worst  sailer  to  preserve  her  statioo  iu  tbe  Ime  of 

That  tho  Ailtuiial  retanlt^l  the  rear  divi»ioM  of  tlio  Pritisli  flcof  from  cloning  with 
and  engaging  the  enemy,  bj  shortening  sail,  in  order  that  the  Tridmt  and 
Princm  Lemim  might  regain  tlimr  ■taticma  ahaad  of  tbo  RamStitt ;  whareas 
he  sliO'uIil  l;;ive  uia^lu  i-ifj-.ials  to  Umso  s!ii|>s  to  more  sail,  and  should 

have  made  »o  much  tiail  liimsolf  as  would  enable  the  CuVodm,  the  worst 
aailii^  aliip  ia  the  Admiial'a  diTiaion,  to  )nep  bar  atatioo  irith  all  bar  plain 
sail^  f'tt,  ill  i  nli  r  to  c^et  down  to  the  rnciny  with  as  much  exj)edition  as 
possible,  and  thereby  properly  support  the  divisioo  of  Keai^Adaural  West. 

That  the  Admiral  did  wrong  in  ordariog  (ho  fire  of  tho  Ramitlm  to  be  ooDlninod 
bcfoff  lie  ljUil  placed  lier  at  jncju  r  dUtance  frcin  the  enea»y,  inasmuch  he 
thereby  not  only  threw  away  his  shot,  but  also  occasioned  a  smoke,  which 
praTODtad  kii  aeeing  tba  motiona  of  tbe  anamy  aod  tbe  pontiona  of  ib«  ahlpa 
immediately  ahead  of  tba  RamUlm, 
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That  after  the  Rhii«  which  had  recei\"ed  damage  in  the  action  liad  l>cen  refitted  as 
circunmtancea  wcmld  i)«rmit,  the  Admiral  ought  to  have  returned  with  hw 
squadron  otT  Port  Mahon,  and  eniMTiMired  to  open  oommnnication  H-ith  the 
castle,  and  u>  have  uaed  eveiy  mcMis  in  hit  power  for  its  relief*  before 
returning  to  Gibraltar. 

In  short,  the  court  considered  that  Byng  had  not  done  his 
utmngt  to  relieve  St.  riiilips  Castle.  Tt  also  considered  that 
during  the  engagement  he  had  not  dunt;  his  utmost  to  take,  sink, 
bnzn,  and  destroy  the  ships  of  the  enemy,  and  to  assist  snch  of 
his  own  ships  as  were  engaged ;  and  it  resolved  that  the  Admiral 
had  Men  onder  ^  12th  Article  of  War  * ;  and  the  court  decided 
that,  as  the  12th  Article  of  War  positively  prescribed  doth,  without 
leaving  any  alternative  to  the  discretion  of  the  court  under  any 
variation  of  circumstances,  Admiral  Byng  shonld  be  shot  to  death, 
at  sTich  time  and  on  hoard  such  ship  as  the  Lords  Commissioners 
o£  the  Admiralty  should  direct. 

"  Bnt,"  conclade»»  the  fliirt  v-- -i  v  t  iith  r<  sniud. u.  "  .'th  it  upppnrs  H' the  evidence  t»f 
Li..rd  liobert  Bertie,  Lieuii!uuit-C>>lanei  h»miih,  Uujitiuu  (jarUiner  and  otlier  officers 
of  the  ship,  who  were  near  the  j*er»on  of  the  Admiral,  that  they  did  not  jiercoive  any 
b«r'r:  wardncsa  in  him  fluritiu'  tlic  :icti<  n,  or  any  marks  of  fear  or  confusion,  t  idir  r  froni 
his  countenance  or  behiiviuur,  luu  that  !ns  seemed  to  give  his  orders  coolly  and  di»- 
tilict]y«  and  did  not  seem  wanting  in  ]>erHonai  courage,  and  from  other  circunii^tanoeei 
the  Court  do  not  believe  that  hie  misconduct  arose  either  from  cowardice  or  disaffection ; 
and  do  therefore  uaanimou!t.|y  think  it  their  duty  most  eameslly  to  recommend  him  as 
%  jaopu  object  of  mercy." 

The  court  forwarded  the  sentence  to  the  Admiralty,  with  an 
accompanying  letter  signed  by  oU  the  members.  In  this  the 
ofEicers  represented  the  distress  of  mind  which  had  been  occasioned 
to  than  by  being  obliged  to  condemn  to  death,  under  the  12th 
Article  of  War,  a  man  who  might  have  hasa  guilty  of  an  error  of 
judgment  only ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  their  consci^ces,  as  well 
as  for  Byng's  sake,  they  warmly  pleaded  for  an  exercise  of 
clemency. 

lu  coosequence  of  this  letter,  and  of  the  recommendatiou  to 

'  "Every  pf>r!inTi  in  the  flfrf,  who,  tlir  n^ii  ci  '-vsnlice,  negligence,  or  ditiafTect ion, 
shall,  in  time  of  action,  withdraw,  or  keep  back,  or  uut  come  into  fight,  or  eugagemeut, 
or  diall  not  do  hie  utmost  to  take  or  destroy  mgy  diip  which  it  shall  be  his  dnty  to 
engage;  and  tn  assist  all  :iU'l  cvrry  of  \\]^  Mrijeiity's  shijw,  or  tliose  of  hiw  allie.",  whirh 
itsliall  be  \»»  duty  to  a»«*ist  and  relieve;  every  such  person,  so  olTeuding,  and  being 
ooavieted  thereof  by  the  seoteDoe  «f  a  court^srtial,  ihaU  suffer  death.*— Act  of 
22  George  II.,  Art.  12. 

This  article  superseded  one  in  the  Act  of  13  Car.  II.,  which,  after  the  wi>rd 
** death  "  had  the  words, "  or  such  other  puuiithiiMot  as  the  drcumataiioes  of  the  offence 
ehiU  deaerre,  and  the  eoorUmartial  shall  judge  fit,** 
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lULicy,  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  Judges  was  askeil  for  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  sentence  which  had  been  pronounced.  The  decision 
was  given  on  Febmaty  I4th,  1757,  and  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
sentence  was  legal.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  court  then  made 
an  effort  to  save  Byng  by  applying  to  Parliament  to  rdease  them 
from  the  oath  of  secrecy,  by  which  they  were  bound  not  tn  rt  vi  al 
tbt^  votes  or  opinions  of  individual  memljers,  upon  the  allegation 
that  they  had  somethin;_;  vital  to  disclose  relative  to  the  sentence. 
Bynt:  wris  respited,  and  a  Bill  for  the  desired  purpose  passed  the 
Cciiimdns,  but  was  thrown  out  by  the  Lords,  it  not  appearing  to 
that  House  that  there  was  anythiug  material  to  be  divulged.  The 
fact  M»  that  certain  members  simply  desired  to  be  able  to  make 
pnblic  the  fact  that,  had  they  realised  that  the  result  of  their 
sentence  would  be  the  infliction  of  the  death  penalty,  their  sentence 
would  have  been  other  than  it  was.  The  severity  of  the  punishment 
caused  Vice- Admiral  the  Hon.  John  Forbes,  one  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  to  refuse  to  sign  the  sentence,  and  it  also  induced 
Kear- Aihiiinil  West,  wiio  had  been  offered  a  conimaml,  to  deeline 
it.  on  till'  [>li  a  that  although  he  could  ;iiis\ver  lor  liis  loyalty  and 
good  inteiuioii'?.  he  could  not  undertake  to  lie  lieid  capitally 
responsible  on  all  occasions  lor  the  correctness  of  his  judgment. 

Byng,  both  during  his  trial  and  after  his  sentence,  bdiaved  like 
a  brave  man.  It  was  at  first  ordered  that  he  should  be  executed  on 
the  forecastle  of  the  Monarch,  This  ignominy  was,  however,  spared 
him  at  the  solicitation  of  his  friends.  On  March  14fli,  1757,  the 
day  appointed  for  the  canying  out  of  the  sentence,  the  Marines  of 
the  Monarch  were  drawn  up  under  anus  upon  the  poop,  along 
the  fjfingway«i,  in  the  waist,  and  on  one  side  of  the  quarterdeck. 
On  the  otUar  side  of  the  quarterdeck  was  spread  some  saw-dust, 
on  which  was  placed  a  cushion;  and  in  the  middle  ot  the  <iuarter- 
deck,  upon  the  gratings,  a  platoon  of  uiue  Marines  was  drawn  up 
in  three  lines  of  three.  The  front  and  middle  lines  bad  their 
bayonets  fixed,  as  was  customary  on  such  occasions.  The  eaptsins 
of  all  the  ships  in  Portsmouth  Harbour  and  at  Spitibead  had  been 
ordered  to  attend  with  thdr  boats;  but,  to  avoid  crowding,  they 
were  dirci  tt d  to  lie  abreast  upon  their  oars,  without  coming  on 
board.  A  little  Ixifore  twelve  o'clock,  the  Admiral  retired  to  his 
inner  cabin  for  about  three  minutes,  after  which  the  doors  of  the 
outer  cabin  were  thrown  open,  and  the  Admiral  w:ilked  from  his 
after  cabin  with  u  ihgiiified  pace  and  unmoved  couiitenance.  Ab 
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he  passed  through  the  fore  cabin,  he  bowed  to  his  acquaintances 
there,  and,  saying  to  the  Marshal  of  the  .\dmiralty  "  Come  along, 
my  friend,"  went  out  upon  the  quarterdeck.  There,  turning  to 
the  Marshal,  he  politely  bowed  and  gave  him  a  paper  containing 
a  sober  vindication  of  his  position,  adding :  *'  Remember,  sir,  what 
I  have  told  you  relative  to  this  paper."  He  next  went  to  the 
cushion  and  knelt  down.    One  of  his  friends,  following  him,  offered 


ADMIBAL  THE  HOX.  JOUK  BYKO. 
{Frmn  B.  ttoiutoH't  engravlin/  after  the  porlmlt  by  IluiUtni.i 


to  tie  the  bandage  over  his  eyes,  but  Byng  declined  the  service  and 
blindfolded  himself.  The  Marines,  in  the  meantime,  advanced  two 
paces  and  presented  their  muskets,  waiting  for  the  Admiral  to  give 
them  the  signal  to  fire.  He  remained  upon  his  knees  for  about 
a  minute,  apparently  praying,  and  then  dropped  a  handkerchief, 
the  signal  agreed  upon.  Six  of  the  Marines  fired.  One  bullet 
missed  ;  one  passed  through  the  heart ;  and  four  othere  struck 
different  parts  of  the  body.    The  Admiral  sank  to  the  deck,  dead. 
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A  litUc  Littn-  the  I'oiysr  was  put  intr)  a  coffin  ;  and  in  the  eveniiig 
it  was  sent  ou  blioie  to  tUe  dockyard,  wlieuce  it  was  iorwaided  to 
the  fasnWy  burial  place  at  8^«ttij]l»  in  Bedfordahiie.  His  monmuent 
bears  this  inscriptioii :  "To*the  Perpetual  Disgiaoe  of  Pablie 
Justice,  the  Hon.  Johh  ^yng»  Esq.,  Adznirai  of  the  BlaCt  fdU  a 
Martyr  to  Political  P^secation,  Mardi  14th,  in  the  year  udccltii  ; 
when  Bravery  and  Loyalty  were  insofficient  Secoritiea  for  the  Life 
and  Honour  of  a  Naval  Officer." 

The  traccdy.  viewed  from  nearly  every  aspect,  is  to  he  most 
heartily  ii  <;i(  tte(l.  Byn<,'  was  neither  traitor  nor  coward ;  luit  ho 
was  not  an  origiuai  genius,  and,  having;  Keen  MRthewf  punished  for 
doing  a  certain  thing,  he  Ijelieved  that  under  no  cucuuislancets  was 

it  his  daty  to  do  anything  ev^  remotely  of  the  same  kind.  His 
diief  fsnlt  was  that  he  was  not  independent  enough,  where  a  great 
object  was  to  be  gained,  to  shake  himself  loose  from  formuhe  and 
precedents,  and  to  dash  in  when  occasion  allowed  him.  Yet,  in 
one  way,  the  sentence  may  have  been  productive  of  good.  It  may 
have  taught  the  admirals  who  followed  the  unfortunate  Byng,  that 
they  TOiiRt  pay  more  attention  to  victory  than  to  red  tape,  and 
tliat  not  even  the  most  honest  devotion  to  conventional  methods 
is  so  great  a  merit  in  a  naval  olhcor  as  success  against  the  enemies 
of  his  country. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  soon  after  hk  axtival  at  Gibraltar,  ssiled 
with  the  fleet  to  Minorca,  but  fowid  that  the  island  had  fallen,  tmd 
that  the  French  army  and  fleet  had  returned  to  Toulon.  The 
enemy  had  no  longer  any  squadron  at  sea  in  the  Mediterranean, 

and  the  Yice-Admiral  therefore  had  to  confine  himself  to  protecting 
British  trade  and  preserving  British  prestige.  This  he  did  with 
conspicuous  energy  and  success.  On  December  3rd,  1756,  he  set 
out  with  part  of  his  fleet  for  home,  leaving  £iear-Admiral  Charles 
Saunders  in  command. 

It  lias  been  said  that  Yicc-Admiral  Charles  Watson,  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  the  East  Indies,  arrived  off  Fort  St.  David  in  the  middle 
of  May,  1756.  He  had  not  been  there  long  ere  he  received  an 
important  piece  of  news,  to  the  effect  that  six  large  French  Bast 
Indiamen,  full  of  troops,  were  expected  in  India,  where  they  wwe 
to  be  fitted  as  men-of-war.  Thereupon,  in  response  to  an  lu-gent 
smnmons,  he  went  to  Madras,  where  he  learnt  that  the  Nawab  of 
Benpal,  Surajali  Dowleh.  had  seized  Cassimbazar  and  Calcutta. 
Almost  at  the  same  moment  Watson  received  orders  from  the 
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Aflmiralty  to  return  with  his  squadron '  to  En^jland.  He  had, 
however,  sufficient  strength  of  character  to  disregard  orders  which 
he  knew  had  been  sent  to  him  under  misconception  of  the  position 
in  India ;  and  he  proceeded  at  once>  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges, 
wiih  ft  detachment  of  troops  under  Lieni^-Colbnel  Gli^e.  In  spite  of 
great  difficulties  he  assembled  at  Fnlta,  on  December  15tb»  a  force 
consisting  of  ttie  Kent^  Tiger^  Bridgewater,  Sali^ry,  and  Kingfisher t 
with  some  ships  belonging  to  the  East  India  Company.  He  there 
fomid  Governor  Blake  and  other  fugitives  from  Calcutta,  and  learnt 
of  the  horrible  fate  of  those  Europeans  who  had  been  less  fortunate, 
and  who  had  been  confined  in  the  infamous  Black  TTole.  Watson 
reinforced  his  command  by  the  purchase  of  a  craft,  whicli  hi-  nuuied 
the  Thunder,  and  fitted  as  a  lx>mh  under  the  cuuimaud  of  Ijitmtenant 
Thomas  Warwick.  The  squadron  sailed  on  December  '27th ;  and 
on  the  29th  the  force  was  landed,  and  Fort  Boagee-Bongee  was 
attadked.  This  place  was  captured  by  an  iniprompta  assault, 
faronght  on  by  an  incursion  into  the  works  of  a  drunken  British 
seaman  named  Stracbau ;  and  on.  December  dOth  the  white  troops 
were  re-embarked,  and  the  squadron  proceeded  up  the  river,  the 
sepoys  of  the  Company's  service  marching  parallel  with  it  along 
the  shore. 

On  Jannarv'  1st.  wluii  tlic  sliip^,  entered  the  channel  betwetn 
Fort  Tainia  and  the  battery  opposite  to  it,  the  enemy  abandoned 
both.  The  Salisbury  was  left  there  to  bring  off  the  guns  from  the 
works,  and  to  d^olish  the  defences,  and  at  night  the  Yice-Admixal 
manned  and  armed  the  boato  of  his  squadron  and  sent  them  a  few 
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miles  up  the  river,  where  they  boarded  and  hiinit  some  fireships, 
which  had  been  collected  there.  Earl}*  on  the  '2nd,  Colonel  Clive, 
with  the  troops,  landed  and  bef^an  the  march  towards  Calcutta ;  the 
Kent,  Tiger,  liridgnrntrr,  and  Kingjishcr  proceedinf^  as  the  aniiy 
advanced.  At  9.40  a.m.  the  enemy  opened  upon  the  TUfer  from 
their  batteries  l)elow  Calcutta,  but  abandoned  them  as  the  ships 
drew  near.    At  10.20  the  Tkjer  and  Kent  began  a  hot  cannonade 


VICE-ADMIRAL  ClIARLKS  WATSUK. 
(Fr«m  E  h'Mfi'*  rngravtHO  nfler  the  ijurlrtiil  by  UudionA 


of  Fort  William,  and  after  two  hours  drove  the  defenders  out  of  it. 
In  this  action  the  British  lost  only  nine  seamen  and  three  soldiers 
killed,  and  twenty-six  seamen  and  five  soldiers  wounded.  Calcutta 
was  at  once  occupied. 

The  Vice-Admiral  later  detached  an  expedition,  the  naval  part 
of  which  was  under  Captain  liichard  King  (1),  who  was  scr^•iug  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  squadron,  to  seize  the  town  of  Hugli,  thirty  miles 
above  Calcutta.    Another  expedition,  mider  Captain  Speke,  burnt 
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the  eaemy'B  gnnariea  at  Gongee»  and,  assisted  by  the  troops, 
defeated  a  body  <A  natives  which  had  attacked  them.  This  action 
provoked  8iiiajah  Dowleh  to  send  a  larj^e  anny  ai^ainst  Calcutta. 
Clive  obtained  from  the  Yicc-Adminil  the  aid  of  a  detachment  of 
8*'amen,  nnder  Commander  Wanvipk,  and  tried  to  bar  the  way  to 
the  city  ;  but,  beincr  misled  l>y  liis  guides  in  a  fog,  he  had  to  retreat 
upon  Calcutta.  In  tliis  atTair  Lieutenant  Lntwidge  of  the  S'lh'sLi/ri/ 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  sevent^^^eu  .seamen  were  killed  and 
fifteen  wounded.  Clive,  however,  ^[uickly  regained  his  former 
advanced  position,  and  so  disconcerted  his  opponent  that  the  latter 
sned  for  a  peace,  which  was  concluded  on  February  9th.  The 
British  might  undoubtedly  have  obtained  more  favourable  terms 
than  th^  did,  had  they  not  been  anxious  to  patch  up  all  their 
differences  with  the  native  princes,  in  order  to  be  able  to  concentrate 
the  whole  of  their  resource^  in  opposition  to  the  French  in  India. 

These  matters  having  been  settled,  the  Vice-Admiral  made 
pieparations  for  at  once  attacking  Ghaiukriiagore ;  bui  the  French 
made  overtures  for  the  neutrality  of  the  place,  and  thus  to  some 
extent  delayed  him.  Failing  in  their  efforts  in  this  direction,  the 
French  began  to  tamper  with  Snrajah  Dowleh.  In  the  mean- 
time, however,  Watson  and  Olive  invested  Chandemagore.  On 
March  19th,  the  British  boats  destroyed  some  French  fireahips 
vliicli  were  collected  near  the  town.  On  the  ^Ist,  Bear-Admiral 
Pocoek  joined  the  flag;  but  he  had  been  obliged  to  leave  his  own 
flagship  at  Ballasore,  as  she  drew  too  much  water  to  come  up  the 
river;  and  he  arrived  in  a  boat.  On  the  *2*2nd  he  hoisted  his  flag  in 
the  Tiger.  On  the  '2Hrd  tht  re  was  a  general  bombardment  of  the 
fort  from  land  and  water;  and,  after  three  hours'  hot  hring,  the 
French  capitulated.  The  SalUImryt  owing  to  an  accident,  was 
unable  to  get  into  action.  The  KetU  lost  19  killed  and  49  wounded ; 
the  Tiger,  13  killed  and  SO  wounded.  Among  those  hurt  was  Bear- 
Admiral  Pocock. 

The  fugitives  from  Chandemagore  were  re(!eived  and  sheltered 
by  the  Nawab,  who  aeted  tli  inn  i,'bout  with  great  duplicity;  and,  as 
the  British  soon  aftcrwanis  learnt  of  a  plan  of  his  own  discontented 
subjceis  to  depose  liim,  they  determined  to  aid  and  abet  it.  It 
cannot  be  pretended  that  the  negotiations  to  tlxis  end  were  altogether 
houoorable  to  those  Euglishmea  who  were  concerned  iii  it ;  and 
Vice-Admiral  Watson  declined  to  be  a  party  to  certain  questionable 
undertakings,  whidi,  in  pursaance  of  the  resolution,  were  entered 
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into  l)y  Clive  and  the  council ;  but  his  name  was,  without  his 
privity,  affixed  to  tho  treaty  with  the  nialcontcntR.  Clive  then 
attacked  the  Nawab,  and  on  June  "Ji^rd,  1757,  defeated  him  at 
Plassey.  This  victor}'  eventually  led  to  the  fall  and  death  of 
Surajah  Dowleh,  and  to  the  establishment  in  his  place  of  Meer 
Jaffier,  a  nominee  of  the  British.  The  Bettlnneait  was  baidy  con- 
cluded wheQ»  on  Axigast  16th«  Vice-Admiral  Watson  died.  His  paart 
in  the  foundation  of  the  British  Empire  in  India  has  scaicdy  been 
done  jostioe  to,  and  his  lose,  jast  then  a  serions  one,  would  have 
been  mtich  more  severely  felt  than  it  was,  had  he  not  had  as  his 
successor  so  capable  an  officer  as  Rear-Admiral  Pocock. 

Commodore  James,  of  the  East  India  Company's  service,  in 
the  Jiirriifje,  22,  had  been  stationed  oti  Poudicherry  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  had  been  joined  there  by  H.^I.S. 
Triton,  24.  But  these  vessels  were  driven  off  in  September  by 
a  strong  French  squadron ;  and,  since  Pocock's  ships  were  in  a  rather 
bad  condition,  and  some  of  th«n  temporarily  unfit  for  action,  the 
sitoation  began  to  look  threatening,  espedaUy  seeing  that  an 
expected  British  reinforcement,  under  Commodore  Charles  Stevens, 
had  been  detained  at  Bombay,  and  did  not  actually  sail  thence  for 
the  coast  of  Coromandel  until  January  20th,  1758. 

Indeed,  the  French  were  making  great  efforts  to  defend  their 
challenged  possessions  in  India.  They  had  already  fitted  out  an 
expedition,  the  naval  command  of  which  was  given  to  the  Comtc 
d'Ache,  and  the  military,  to  General  Comtc  dc  Lally.  The  squadron 
consisted  of  three  king's  ships,  and  one  ship  and  a  fidgate  bdonging 
to  the  French  East  India  Company,  with  about  1200  troops  on 
board.  D'Ach4  sailed  on  March  6th,  1757,  but  was  driven  back  to 
Brest  by  a  stonn,  and,  while  tiiere,  was  deprived  of  two  of  the 
king's  ships,  in  order  that  they  might  be  despatched  to  Canada. 
Instead  of  tin  in  he  received  five  more  East  Indiamen.  He  sailed 
on  ISIay  4th,  jiiid  on  December  IfSdi  reached  Isle  de  France,  where 
he  found  lour  uilditiunal  armed  Kast  ludiaiaen.  Clioosin^'  tlie  best 
vessels  at  liib  disposal,  he  put  to  sea  with  them  ou  Januaiy  27lh, 
1756.  The  farther  movements  of  d'Ache  and  of  Pocodc  will  be 
referred  to  later.  Operations  in  other  quarters  during  1757  must 
first  be  followed. 

On  the  Leeward  Islands*  station.  Commodore  John  Mo(»e  (1) 
relieved  Eear-Admiral  Thomas  Frankland  and  rendered  valuable 
service  in  protecting  trade.   On  the  Jamaica  station,  Bear-Admiral 
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ThomAB  Cotes  was  in  command,  and  was  not  less  suooeBsfol.  In 
the  automn,  learning  that  the  French  were  asaembling,  at  Cape 
Francois,  a  convoy  for  Europe,  he  sent  the  Augusta,  Edinburgh 
and  Dreadnought  to  cniiRe  off  that  place  to  intirct'pt  it.  This 
convoy  was  to  be  escorted  by  M.  de  Kersaiiit,  with  a  small  S(]uatiron, 
which  Cotes  l>€"!ieved  would  be  little,  if  at  all,  superior  to  tliat  under 
Captain  Arthur  Forrest  o£  the  Auyustu.  But  du  Kersaint  waa 
reinf(»oed  at  Cape  Francois,  and  Jbiad  in  coneeqnence  a  considerably 
more  pow^M  command  *  than  the  BritiBh  officer.  On  October  21st,* 
Keraaint  isaned  forth,  hoping  by  his  very  appearance  in  snch 
force  to  drive  Forrest  away.  The  lattw,  upon  the  French  being 
signalled,  stumuoDed  his  brother  captains  on  board  the  Augusta^ 
and,  when  they  met  him  on  his  quarterdeck,  said,  "  Well,  gentle- 
men, yon  see  they  are  come  otit  to  engage  us."  Upon  which 
Captain  Suckling  answered,  "  I  thiiilv  it  would  be  a  pity  to  dis- 
appoint them."  Captain  Langdon  was  of  the  same  opinion. 
''Very  well,"  relied  Captain  Fonest;  "go  on  board  your  ships 
again  " ;  and  he  at  once  made  the  signal  to  bear  down  and  engage 
the  raemy.  The  French  had  seven  vessels  to  the  British  three. 
Captain  Suckhng  took  the  van,  Captain  Forrest  the  centre,  and 
Captain  Langdon  the  rear.  The  action  began  at  about  3.20  P.M., 
and  continned  ven-  briskly  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  when  the 
French  commodore  ordered  one  of  his  fri<,'ates  to  come  and  tow 
him  out  of  the  hue.  Others  of  his  squadron  soon  followed  his 
example  ;  and  evwtoally  the  French  mode  off.  The  British  ships 
were  all  much  cat  up  aloft.  The  Augiata  lost  9  killed  and 
29  wounded ;  the  Dreadfumght,  9  killed  and  30  wounded ;  and  tile 
Edinburgh,  5  killed  and  30  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  French  is  said 
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*  On  the  same  day,  lorJy-tii^al  y^.tif*  hiter,  was  fought  iho  battle  of  Trafalgar. 
NdiMMi,  befure  gt^iti^.;  iiitu  action,  rucUlcd  tlic  fai-t  tliat  the  day  wn  tha  AiiniTenary  of 
hi*  undQ**  galUnt  behariour,  and  regiu4«d  it  as  of  good  omon. 
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to  have  exceeded  500  in  killed  and  wounded.  Few  pluckier  or  more 
creditable  actions  have  ever  been  fought ;  and  it  is  worth  noting 
that  among  the  British  captains,  all  of  whom  greatly  distinguished 
themselves,  one,  Maurice  Suckling,  was  a  maternal  uncle  of  Lord 
Nelson,  and  Nelson's  earliest  patron.  Forrest  had  to  bear  up  for 
Jamaica,  in  order  to  get  his  ships  refitted.  De  Kersaint,  in  the 
meantime,  picked  up  his  convoy  and  sailed  for  France.    But,  at  the 


CAITAIN  MAl'RICK  St'CKI.INU,  U.S.,  tOXTBOI.J.KU  OK  THK  KAVY,  1775-78. 
(By  iitrmtttion,  /rjiH  the  portntt  by  Bnr>lurll,  In  the  tA»*ff*i*tn  ij'  Cai4.  Thonuu  Sui-kllni/,  /LA'.) 

very  end  of  his  voyage,  he  met  with  a  severe  storm,  in  which 
the  Opinidtre,  Gricnicich,  and  Ontanle  drove  ashore  and  were 
wrecked. 

On  the  North  American  station  Lord  Loudoun,  the  new  military 
commander-in-chief,  had  formulated  in  the  autunm  of  175(5,  a  plan 
for  the  conquest  of  Cnixi!  Breton  ;  and,  in  the  winter,  the  Ministry' 
at  home  approved  his  scheme.  On  January  8rd,  1757,  he  laid 
a  general  embargo  on  all  outward-bomid  ships  in  American  colonial 
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ports.    Ilis  objects  were,  fixatly,  to  prevent  the  commcmicatioii  o£ 

intelligence  to  tlie  enemy  ;  scconrlly,  to  obtain  tbe  necessary  trans- 
ports ;  and  tliiiil{y,  tn  secure  additional  seamen  for  bin  ^Fajpsty's 
sliips.  Tlie  iiRMsuiL',  tlion^di  perhaps  it  was  wise,  produced  btronpf 
dibsatiisfactiou  both  in  America  and  at  home ;  and,  in  spite  of  tlic 
pracmitioai,  tbe  Frencli  heard  of  the  project.  In  the  early  spring, 
therefore,  they  sent  a  fleet  and  strong  xeinforcements  to  Lomsbouig. 

Londoim  assembled  at  New  York  ninety  transports;  and, 
pFK^ently,  Sir  Charles  Hardy  (2),  Governor  of  New  York,  received  a 
commission  as  Eear-Adiairal,  with  orders  to  boist  his  flag  and  co- 
operate with  the  niilitars'  coTiiinander-in-ebief.  He  first  hoisted  bis 
flag  in  the  "Siglii hkjiiIi  ,  Jd,  hut  removed  it  later  to  tbe  Suthcrhtud,  50, 
Captain  Edward  Falkingbam  (2).  Tbe  army,  consisting  of  3500 
men,  was  all  embarked  by  the  25th  ;  but,  just  as  the  fleet  was  ready 
to  sail,  news  arrived  thai  a  French  squadron,  of  five  ships  of  the 
line  and  a  frigate,  was  cmising  off  Halifax.  This  delayed  the 
departure  of  the  expedition  until  the  Bear-Admiral  liad  weat  two 
sloops  to  reconnoitre.  As  they  saw  no  enemy,  Hardy  sailed  on 
June  5tb,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  disembarked  his  forces  for 
refreshment  and  exercise  at  Halifax,  where  were  found  three 
infantry  regnuents  and  a  company  of  artillery,  bringing  the  total 
force  up  to  about  11,000  men. 

Loudoun  would  scarcely  have  left  New  York  with  so  feeble 
a  convoy  as  that  which  was  available  xmder  Hardy,  had  he  not 
had  reason  to  expect  to  meet  at  Halifax  Yice-Admiral  Francis 
Holbume,  with  a  fleet  team  England,  to  support  him.  But,  owing 
to  mismanagement  at  home,  Holbume  did  not  leave  St.  Helen's  for 
Ireland,  where  he  was  to  pick  up  troops,  until  April  Ifith ;  and 
sailing  from  Cork  on  May  27th,  he  did  not  reach  Halifax  until 
July  7th,  when  the  seasim  was  almost  too  far  advanced  for  tbe  safe 
commencement  o£  an  enterprise  which  could  not  but  be  met  with 
the  most  vigoroos  opposition.  Moreover,  the  French  had  been 
b^or^and,  and  had  despatched  fiom  Brest  a  fleet,  which,  under 
M.  de  Beanffremont,  went  first  to  the  West  Indies,  and,  proceeding, 
entered  Louisboorg  on  June  5th,  finding  there  four  sail  of  the  line 
which  a  few  days  earlier  had  arrived  from  Toulon  under  M.  dtt 
Bevest.    A  further  reinforcement  from  Brest,  under  M.  Dubois 

9 

*  Svitksdand,  50,  Cuptnin  Edmrnd  Fmlkingbtun  (2);  Ntj^tingate,  20,  Cftptain 

.latnes  CaiiilibcU  (2) ;  K'  iiiiiiit/loii,20,  Cajitain  Dutlley  Diiiiifs  ;  Kh/Iiuv,  1^  Copuusod^r 
baiup«M>u  bait;  aud  Fcinl,  14,  L'uuiUmii<kr  Arthur  L'pluu. 
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de  la  Mottr  v  iled  on  May  3rd,  and,  evading  the  British  blockade, 
reached  Louishourg  on  Juno  29th,  when  the  united  French 
squadrons  included  eighteen  sail  of  the  line  imd  five  frigates,  a 
force  much  isuperior  to  that  which  Holburiie  and  Hai  dy  were  able 
to  dispose  of.  The  town  also  contained  7000  regular  troopo. 
Dubois  de  la  Motte  had  been  expressly  ordered  to  protect  Lotiis- 
booig,  and  on.  no  aoconnt  to  hamd  an  enga^ranont  with  the 
British  fleet  nnleaa  be  should  he  in  sach  ovorwhelmsng  foxce  as  to 
place  the  question  of  his  success  beyond  a  doubt.  It  is  right  to 
point  this  out  in  order  to  excuse  him  for  having  neither  annihilated 
Holhurue,  nor  blockaded  the  British  in  Halifax. 

Vice-Admiral  Holbume  sent  the  Winchelsni ,  20.  Captain  .Tohn 
lioua,  and  other  fn'fratcs.  to  look  into  Louislx)urg.  Rous  returned, 
and,  in  conseijuence  o{  liis  report,  the  anuy  was  re-embarked  on 
Augutit  l»t  and  2ad,  and  a  rendezvous  was  appointed  in  Gabarus 
Bay,  six  miles  west  of  Louisboarg.  Bous  seems  to  have  undmated 
the  strength  of  the  French  forces ;  but  truer  information  concerning 
it  was  presently  received  firom  some  papevs  whidi  had  been  dis- 
covered in  a  prize.  This  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  project. 
Some  regiments  remained  in  Halifax ;  others,  under  convoy,  went 
to  the  Bay  of  Fund  v,  to  Fort  Cumberland,  and  to  Annapolis  Royal ; 
and  the  rest,  with  Loudoun,  against  whom  there  was  a  great  outccy, 
returned  to  New  York. 

Holhnme,  however,  was  nut  galiHtied,  and  resolved  to  reconnoitre 
Louisboui'g  lor  liuuself.  Leaving,  therefore,  a  few  vessels  for  tho 
defence  of  Halifax,  he  sailed  on  August  16th,  and  arrived  before  the 
place  on  August  20th.  Near  the  harbour's  month  some  of  his  ships 
got  dose  enou^  in  to  draw  the  fixe  from  the  island  battery.  The 
Vice-Admiral  was  thus  able  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  strength  of 
the  enemy  had  not  been  exaggerated.  Dubois  de  la  Motte  signalU  d 
his  fleet  to  unmoor,  whereupon  the  British  tacked,  stood  off,  and  at 
ripfhtfall  bore  away.  On  Septenilier  11th.  Holbume  was  apiin  at 
Haliiax,  where  he  found  ieinli>rct  nu  iits  of  four  sail  of  the  line  from 
England,  under  Captain  Trtiuci-^  (li  ary. 

The  original  project  could  not  llieii  be  pei-sisted  in,  but  Holbunie, 
aftor  watering  and  rewooding  his  fleet,  which  l)y  that  time  oonuBted 
of  nineteen  sail  of  the  line,  two  fifty«gun  ships,  and  several  frigates, 
sailed  for  Louisbourg  with  the  intention  of  blockading  the  French, 
until  the  approach  of  winter  and  dMrtness  of  supplies  diould  oblige 
them  to  come  out  and  fight  him.   On  September  24th,  he.was  only 
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abont  sixty  miles  south  of  Louisbourg,  when  a  fresh  euterly  gale 
apraDg  up.  In  the  night  it  veered  to  the  southward  and  blew  an 
awful  linrricane  until  about  11  a.m.  on  the  25th.  Then,  fortunately, 
it  again  veerrd  to  the  north,  otherwise  the  tleet  could  scarcely  have 
been  saved  from  destniction.  The  Tilhury,  60,  Captain  Henry 
Barusley,^  who,  with  ucaily  all  the  crew,  was  lost,  struck  and  went 
to  pieces.  The  Gra/ton,^  70,  Captain  ThomaB  CcnmewaJl,  bearing 
the  broad  pennant  of  Commodore  Charles  Holme8»  also  struck,  but 
was  got  off.  The  Ferret,  14,  Commander  Attiiiir  Upton,  fomidered 
vith  all  bands.  All  the  other  ships  of  the  fleet  were  seriously 
damaged,  no  fewer  than  twelve  being  dismasted  either  wholly  or  in 
part.  Tt  was  the  fiercest  hunicfine  ever  experienced  by  anyone  then 
on  the  station  ;  and  it  natural!}'  put  an  end  to  Holbume's  plan.  The. 
Vice-Admiral  sent  his  most  damaged  ships  direct  to  England,  under 
Sir  Charles  Hardy  (2)  and  Commodore  Charles  Holmes,  and  went 
with  the  rest  to  Hslifax,  whence,  having  refitted,  he  too  sailed  for 
England,  leaving  a  few  ships  under  Captain  Lord  Colville,  of  the 
Northwmherland,  70,  to  winter  at  Halifsz.  Lord  Colville  had 
orders  to  endeavour,  when  the  season  should  permit,  to  prevent 
supplies  from  getting  into  Louisbourg.  The  French  force  there, 
however,  put  to  sea  at  the  end  of  October,  and,  after  suffering  from 
ver\'  bad  weather  during  the  voyage,  reached  Brest  at  the  end  of 
November. 

The  proceedings  of  M.  de  Earsaint  on  the  Jamaica  station  have 
ahready  been  described.  Previous  to  going  thith^  he  had  cruised 
on  the  coast  of  Guinea ;  and,  in  Hie  absence  of  any  sufficient  British 
squadron  there  to  oppose  him,  had  taken  many  prises.  He  had  also 
attempted  Cape  Coast  Castle,  bat  had  been  beaten  off  by  the  resource 
and  courage  of  Mr.  Bell,  the  Gnvernor. 

In  the  Mediterranean,  Itear-Adnural  Cluules  Saunders,  who  liad 
lieen  left  in  command  after  the  return  to  Kiit'land  of  8ir  Edward 
Hawke,  heard  at  the  end  of  March  tlrit  four  sail  of  the  line — the 
same  which  later  reached  Louisbourg— and  one  frigate,  under 
M.  du  Beveet,  had  q[uitted  Toulon.  He  therefore  'left  Gibraltar  on 
April  2. 1757,  to  intercept  them  with  the  CuUoden,  74,  Berwick,  64, 
Prineee*  Louwa,  60,  Guernsey,  SO,  and  Portland,  50.   On  April  5th, 

'  In  Mime  Navy  LisU  uf  tho  period  tUis  officer  apiwar*  as  Banuby .  He  wa»  a 
npteinof  1748. 

*  Slie  li<Kt  liiT  maiiiuiast,  forelopiwast,  and  nid'ler ;  l  ui  tln'  -liip  x^.i^  saf*.-!)'  steered 
to  England  by  mean*  of  a  jury-rudd«r  devb«ed  by  Cuiumuvlure  lluliucs.   (^See  plate.) 
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at  5  P.M.,  he  sighted  the  enemy  and,  being  to  leeward,  formed  his 
line.  At  sunset  the  French  did  the  same,  and  began  to  fire  at  very 
long  range.  The  British  chased,  and  gained  so  much  on  them  that 
the  Guernsey  and  Princess  Louisa  were  able  to  engage ;  but  in  the 
night  the  French  got  away.  Vice-Admiral  Henr>'  Osbom  arrived 
with  reinforcements  in  May,  and  assumed  the  command ;  but, 
though  the  trade  was  well  protected  and  many  prizes  were  taken. 


AUMIKAL  8IR  CHABLEH  SAUMIER-S  K.D. 
{From  n  portrait  in  the  '  A'tmi/  ChroNtcle.'  WJ.) 


no  further  fleet  operations  of  any  importance  took  place  on  the 
station  during  the  year. 

It  has  been  said  that  M.  Dubois  de  la  Motte  escaped  from  Brest 
in  ^lay  1757,  with  nine  sail  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  and 
reached  Louisbourg.  He  was  enabled  to  escape  by  the  fact  that 
the  blockading  squadron  before  the  place,  under  Vice-Admiral 
Temple  West,  had  be(!n  driven  from  its  station  by  bad  weather. 
West  was  after>vards  relieved  by  llear-Admiral  Thomas  Broderick, 
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who  remained  cruising,'  till  June,  when  Vicc-Ailmirul  the  Hon. 
Edward  Boscawen  took  the  command  of  the  s(|uadron  for  alxsut  a 
nM  iitli.  Prizes  were  made,  but  there  was  no  meeting  between  the 
fltc-U  of  the  two  countries. 

As  the  French  sLiil  notoriously  cherished  the  design  of  an  in- 
Tssion  of  England,  the  Ministry  detennined  if  poasible  to  be  befoce> 
hand  and  to  deal  a  blow  on  the  French  coasts.  A  military  officer, 
who  had  made  a  short  stay  at  Bochefort  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  gave  information  concerning  the  condition  of  the  defences  of 
that  port,  which,  though  supposed  to  be  weak,  contained  a  most 
valuable  dockyard,  arsenal,  and  foundrj'.  The  representations  of 
this  officer,  Captnin  Clarke  by  name,  induced  the  authorities  to 
undertake  an  expedition  af^ainst  the  town,  and  they  were  the  more 
readily  inclined  to  adopt  this  course  seeing  that  nearly  the  whule  of 
the  French  army  was  bcheved  to  be  employed  in  Germany,  and  that 
but  few  troops  were  supposed  to  be  available  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  > 
The  scheme  was  kept  secret;  but  a  large  squadron  was  prepared 
and  entrusted  to  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hawke  (Bamilliegt  90), 
Yice-Admiral  Charles  Knowles  {Neptune,  90),  and  Bear-Admiral 
Broderick  {Princess  Amelia,  80) ;  and  troops  were  collected  sind  em- 
barked under  Lieut. -General  Sir  John  Mordaunt  and  Major-Geuerals 
Conway  and  ComwaUis.  The  instructions  to  Sir  Fdward  Hawke 
were  "  to  attempt,  as  far  as  it  shall  be  found  practicable,  a  descent 
on  the  coast  of  France,  at  or  near  liochefort,  in  order  to  attack  and, 
by  vigorous  impression,  force  that  place ;  and  to  bmrn  and  destroy  to 
the  utmost  of  his  power  all  such  docks,  magazines,  arsraials  and 
shipping  as  shall  be  found  theare." 

The  fleet  consisted  of  sixteen  sail  of  the  line,  besides  oumerous 
frigates,  small  craft,  and  transports ;  and  it  sailed  on  September  8th ; 
but  its  destination  was  not  known,  nor  even  suspected,  by  any  with 
it,  except  the  chiefs,  until  September  14th,  when  the  alteration  of 
course  rev  en  led  it. 

On  the  20th  Sir  Edward  Iljiwke  issucil  orders  to  Vict  -Adaiiral 
Knowles,  directing  him  to  attack  Isle  d'Aix  ;  and  at  noon  the  Vice- 
Admiral  proceeded  to  execute  these  directions ;  but,  in  doing  so,  he 
chased  a  two-decked  French  ship,  which  escaped  into  the  Garonne 
and  gave  the  alarm.  Early  on  the  23Td  the  Vice-Admiral,  with  the 
Neptune,  90,  Captain  James  Galbmith;  Magnanime,  74,  Captain 
the  Hon.  Bichard  Howe  ;  Bar/feur,  90,  Captain  Samuel  Graves  (1) ; 
Torbay,  74,  Captain  the  Hon.  Augustus  Keppel ;  Itoyal  William,  84, 
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Captain  Wittewronge  Taylor,  and  two  bombs,  the  Firedrale  and 

Infernal,  attacked  the  works  on  Aix.  The  Magnanim^  got  into 
action  within  forty  yards  of  the  fort,  ;ind,  she  lieing  well  seconded 
by  the  Barjicur,  \n  lialf  an  hour  x\w  position  surrendered.  Tt  was 
taken  possession  tjf,  and  the  defeuces  were  later  destroyed.  lu  the 
meantime  vessels  were  sent  to  recomioitre,  and  to  sound  for  a 
suitable  place  of  disembarkation  on  the  mainland ;  ■  bat  it  was 
discovered  that  a  landing  in  any  case  wotdd  be  difficnlt,  and  that, 
if  opposed,  it  conld  scarcely  be  efiected.  At  a  oonncil  of  war,  held 
on  the  25th  in  the  Nejytitne,  it  was  therefore  decided  not  to  proceed ; 
bat  at  another  comicil  of  war,  ou  the  28th,  this  decision  was  re- 
vorsod,  and  it  was  (h  tomiined  to  attempt  an  attack,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  enemy,  who  had  l>een  very  active,  was  then  better  than 
ever  prepared.  Yet  when,  in  the  early  mominp  of  the  29th,  all  was 
ready,  the  wind  blew  off  shore,  and  the  scheme  had  finally  to  be 
abandoned.  On  October  1st  the  fleet  sailed  for  England,  and  on  the 
6th  arrived  at  Spithead.  The  collapse  of  the  expedition,  and  the 
waste  of  money,  which  its  mismanagonent  by  the  Government  had 
entailed,  caused  grave  pnblio  dissatisfaction. 

Almost  immediately  afterwards  a  fleet  of  fifteen  sail  of  the  line 
and  several  fri^tes,  under  .\dniiial  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Vice- 
Admiral  the  Hon.  Edward  Boscawen,  was  sent  to  sea  with  a  view 
to  intercept  the  hoTne-cnmint;  French  squadron  from  Louisbourg. 
It  sailed  from  Spitlicail  on  October  22nd,  but,  when  on  its  station, 
was  dispersed  by  a  gale ;  and,  before  it  could  regain  its  assigned 
position,  M.  Dubois  de  la  Motte  got  into  Brest  unperceived,  except 
by  the  Vemguard,  Captain  Bobert  Swanton,  which  sighted  it  on 
November  23rd,  and  which  was  engaged  by  some  of  the  enemy. 
M.  Dubois  de  la  Motte  finally  called  off  his  chasers  for  fear  ci 
attracting  the  attention  of  tin  British  fleet.  Ilawke  and  Boscawen, 
therefore,  retunied  to  Spitbead  on  Decemb^  Idth. 

The  Earl  of  Loudoun  was  in  17.58  succeeded  as  military'  com- 
mander-in-chief in  North  America  by  Major-Gencral  Abcrcroniljie  ; 
and  it  was  detennined  to  begin  operations  for  the  year  with  the 
siege  of  Louisbourg.  Admiral  Boscawen,  Kear-Adiinral  Sir  Charles 
Hardy  (2),  and  Commodore  Phihp  Durell  (1),  were  nominated  to  the 
command  of  the  fleet  which  was  designed  for  the  service ;  and,  in 
January,  Hudy  sailed  in  the  Captain^  64,  for  Halifax,  to  assume 
charge  of  the  ships  already  thore,  and  witii  them  to  blockade 
Louisbourg  as  soon  as  the  season  should  permit.  Early  in  February, 
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Durell  followed  hira  in  the  Diana,  36,  to  make  the  necessary  local 
preparations ;  and  on  February'  19th  Boscawen  himself  sailed  with 
the  fleet.  After  Boscawen's  departure,  Sir  Edward  llawke  was 
despatched  to  blockade  the  French  Channel  ports,  while  Commodore 
Charles  Holmes  cruised  off  the  north  coast  of  Holland,  and  assisted 
in  obliging  the  French  and  their  allies  to  evacuate  Emden.  At 
the  same  time,  troops  w^ere  assembled  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  for  an 


AUMIUAI.  »IK  GROIIGK  IXXOTK,  K.H. 
(From  an  engraving  by  Mdlry,  (tfler  the  portrait  hy  flmt'on.) 


intended  incursion  upon  the  coast  of  France,  and  Admiral  Lord 
Anson  assumed  the  coimuand  of  the  blockading  fleet  before  Brest, 
while  a  squadron  for  the  descent  upon  the  French  coast  was  collected 
under  Commodore  the  Hon.  Bichard  Howe.  It  should  bo  added 
that  reinforcements  were  sent  to  India,  under  Captain  Richard 
Tiddeman ;  that  a  small  force  under  Captain  Henry  Marsh  went  to 
the  west  coast  of  Africa;  and  that  an  expedition,  ultimately  en- 
trusted to  Commodore  John  Moore,  sailed  later  for  the  West  Indies. 
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ITavinj,'  thus  sumniaris^ed  some  nf  the  chief  naval  movemeuts  of 
17<>^,  wr  iu:iy  proceed  to  give  accounts  of  the  sc^uadrous  and  their 
prilu-ip:il  doilif^s. 

Ill  the  East  Indies  Yice-Adiniral  Pocock  was  joined  in  Madras 
Boad,  on  March  24th.  by  Commodore  Cborlea  Stevens,  and,  on 
April  17th,  sailed,  with  the  object  of  getting  to  windward  of  Fort 
St.  David,  to  intwcept  the  Frmch  squadron  which  was  ^pected  on 
the  coast.  Comte  d'Ache  had  reached  Mauritius  on  December  17th, 
1757,  aud  had  there  joined  the  small  squadron  uiuler  M.  Bouvet, 
with  whom  he  sailed  on  Januar}'  27th,  1758,  and  made  for  the  coast 
of  Coromandel  ;  but,  owing  to  the  monsoon,  he  did  not  anchor  off 
Fort  St.  David  until  April  28th.  Having  eleven  vessels,  the  I  'ltMich 
cut  off  the  escape  of  H.M.S.  Bridyeicatcr,  24,  Captain  John  Stanton, 
aud  Triton,  24,  Captain  Thomas  Manning,  which  were  lying  there, 
and  which,  to  save  them  from  capture,  wwe  nan  ashore  and  btimt. 
D'Ach^  detached  thence  tiie  Comte  de  Provence^  74,  and  the  DUi- 
genitt  24,  to  carry  to  Pondicberry  M.  de  Lally,  the  new  governor  of 
the  French  East  India  possessions.  On  the  20th,  at  9  a.m.,  ere  the 
detachment  had  dis  n  r  led,  Pocock  sighted  tlir  Fieiicli  squadron 
wliicli  then  consisted  of  uight '  ships  fit  for  the  line,  whereas  the 
British  consisted  nf  only  seven. ^  Pocock  signalled  for  a  general 
chase ;  upon  \vliich  the  French  weighed  and  stood  out  to  sea 
E.  by  N.,  with  the  wind  from  ihe  S.E.  At  12.80  p.m.  P(x;ock  got 
within  three  miles  of  the  enemy,  who  waited  for  him  in  hue  of  battle 
ahead.   He  then  hauled  down  the  signal  for  a  general  chase  and 
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nmfle  that  for  Hue  of  battle  ahead,  with  the  ships  at  a  distance  of 
half  a  cable  apart.  The  Cumfn  tiitnrl  and  Tlr/er,  sailing  badly,  did 
not  get  into  their  positions  until  J  i  \  wlu-.u  Pocock  bore  down  on 
thp  Zndiaque,  d'Ach^'s  flagship,  which  occupied  the  centre  of  the 
i-ruuch  Ime.  The  captains  of  the  Newcastle  and  Wti/moutJi  un- 
fortanately  miBtook  the  signal  for  ihe  line,  and  did  not  close  up  to 
the  shipB  ahead  of  them ;  and,  when  the  Vice- Admiral  signalled  for 
cloBw  action,  these  ahips  did  not  obey.  The  enemy  opened  fire  as 
the  Btitieh  approached.  The  Cumberland  was  so  Icmg  in  getting  up 
that  the  Vice- Admiral,  and  the  three  ships  ahead  of  him,  had,  for 
some  time,  had  to  sustain  the  whole  fire  of  the  French.  Yet,  Pocock 
did  not  return  a  shot  until  his  ship  had  hauled  up  exactly  abreast  of 
the  Zodiaqiie,  and  then,  at  H.55  p.m.,  he  made  the  sij^al  to  enfrago. 

Commodore  Stevens,  with  the  ships  ahead  ot  the  Vice-Admiral, 
behaved  magnificently,  but  the  three  ships  astern  did  not  properly 
support  the  van.  This  might  have  been  serious,  and  even  fatal,  if 
theze  had  not  been  corresponding  mistakes  and  derelictions  of  duty 
on  the  French  side.  The  captain  of  the  Due  de  Bourgagne  took  up 
a  post  behind  the  French  line,  and,  in  the  most  cowardly  mann^, 
fired  across  it  at  the  British;  and  the  Sylphidc,  8B,  a  wvwk  ship, 
which  seems  to  have  improperly  found  a  place  in  the  line,  was 
driven  out  of  it  at  the  first  broadside  The  Conde  lost  her  loidder, 
and  was  also  obhged  to  fall  out.  Tn  tl)e  van  and  centre,  however,  the 
action  was  for  the  most  part  fou^dit  witli  the  grt-atest  determination 
on  both  sides.  In  her  somewhat  Ixilatcd  attempts  to  get  into  action, 
the  Cumberland  nearly  fouled  the  Yarmouth,  and  forced  her  to  back 
her  topsails,  thns  obliging  the  Neweastle  and  the  Weymouth  to  back 
theirs  likewise.  Bnt  when  the  Cumberland  had  at  length  gained 
her  station,  the  NeweaeUe  held  back,  in  spite  of  signals  from  the 
Vice-Admiral,  and  in  s^teof  the  Weymouth' x  hailing  her  to  close 
np ;  whereupon  the  Weymouth  hauled  her  wind  and,  passing  to  wind- 
ward of  the  Narcdstle,  got  into  line  ahead  of  her  and  quickly  obliged 
the  Moras  to  bear  away.  The  Cumhrrhnd  in  the  meanwhile  en- 
gaged the  St.  Louis,  so  materiall}'  relievin;^'  the  Yannoitth. 

In  the  height  of  the  engagement  explosiuus  of  powder  on  board 
both  the  Zodiaque  and  the  Bien  Aime  caused  some  confusion. 
B'Achi  signalled  for  those  of  his  ships  which  had  withdrawn  to 
return  to  the  action ;  bat  they  paid  no  attention.  8tiU  the  fight  was 
hot,  and  the  Tiger  was  very  hard  pressed  until  she  was  assisted 
by  the  Salisbury  and  Elizabeth,  As  the  batUe  neared  its  termina- 
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tion,  the  ship  and  frigate  which  had  been  detached  by  d'Ach^  to 
Pondieheny,  and  which  M.  de  Lally  had  refused  to  allow  to 
retom  at  once,  although  d*Ach^  had  signalled  for  them,  were  coming 
up ;  but,  the  British  rear  then  closing  somewhat,  and  the  fugitive 
Frraeh  vesBels  not  rejoining,  d'AchA  at  about  6  P.lf .  boro  down  to 
his  friends,  and  then,  hatding  his  wind,  made  for  Pondicheny.  His 
final  movement,  which  seems  to  be  thus  rightly  interpreted,  a^raied 
to  Pocock  to  have  a  different  significance ;  for  he  wrote : — 

"  At  hall-|ia.xt  four  P.M.  tlic  it-n  i  f  tlie  FriMich  line  bad  <lrawu  iiretty  chisc  uj>  t.> 
their  tlaguLiy.  Our  Uirec  rear  »hii<^  were  signalled  Ut  eugage  closer.  Suon  alter, 
H.  d'AcM  broke  tbe  line  ind  put  before  tbe  ^nd.  Hfa  second  aetern,  who  bed  ke]it 

oil  tlie  Yarmont/i'*  t[»tiTt*^T  ninflt  jmrt  of  the  actif'P.,  thiTi  cun.e  ii].  :ilriT:i:-i.!o,  ltivc  hie 
tilt',  and  ilic»  Imc  away;  and  a  few  iniiuites  after  tlie  eneaiy'.-*  van  Imre  away  also." 

'  »om  this,  as  Captain  Mahan  points  out,  it  would  appear  that 
the  French  deliberately,  before  leaving  the  scene  of  the  action, 
effected  tipnii  the  principal  English  ship  a  movement  of  concentra- 
tion, deiilni','  ]i:ist  Iht.' 

Pocock  hauled  down  the  signal  to  engage,  and  rehoisted  that  for 
a  general  chase ;  but  such  of  his  ships  as  had  fought  well  were  too 
disabled  to  conie  up  with  the  i^emy,  and,  night  approaching,  he 
stood  to  the  southmurd  with  a  view  of  keeping  to  the  windward  of 
the  enemy,  and  of  being  able  to  engage  him  in  the  nu>ming,  if  the 
French  did  not  weather  ilio  Britisli.  With  this  object  he  ordered 
the  Qucenborougk,  24,  ahead  to  observe  the  enemy ;  and  he  ocai- 
tinued  to  endeavour  to  work  up  after  the  I'n  rich  until  fi  a.m.  on 
May  Ist,  when,  as  he  lost  ground  and  pursuit  appeared  to  be  useless, 
he  anchored  three  miles  south  of  SadniK. 

In  this  battle,  which  was  fought  about  twenty-one  miles  from 
Lampraavy,  the  British  bad  lost  29  killed  and  69  wounded.  At 
10  P.M.  on  the  day  of  the  action,  the  French  anchored  off  Lam- 
praavy. There,  owing  to  the  loss  of  her  anchors  and  to  damage  to 
her  cables,  the  Bien  Aim4  drove  ashore  voA  was  wrecked ;  all  her 
crew,  however,  being  saved.  In  the  engagement  the  French  had 
suffered  far  more  severely  than  the  British,  having  lost  162  killed, 
and  800  wounded  ;  for  the  ships  hiid  been  full  of  troops  and  the 
English  fire  had  been  directed,  as  usual,  again*?!  the  hulls  rather 
than  against  the  riggiiifi.  D'Aclio  nfterwanls  proceeded  lo  I'ondi- 
cherry,  where  he  landed  iiin)  sick,  and  superseded  M.  d'Apret, 
captain  of  the  Due  de  Bounjognc,  by  M.  Bouvet.    It  seems  to  have 
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been  chiefly  owint;  to  the  backwardness  of  the  captains  in  ttie 
British  rear  that  the  French  were  not  completely  defeated. 

At  about  the  time  of  the;  action,  the  French  on  land  liad  taken 
Cuddalore,  the  garrison  of  which  was  allowed  to  retire  to  Fort 
St.  David.  That  place  was  soon  afterwards  besieged  by  M,  de  Lally. 
Pocock  received  some  additional  men  from  Madras,  including  eighty 
lascars,  and,  having  repaired  the  worst  damages  of  his  ships,  tried  in 
vain  to  work  up  along  the  coast.  He  then  stood  to  sea,  and  on 
May  10th  had  atcetdwd  as  fax  sonfh  as  lat.  9^  dO',  whence  he 
endeavoured  to  fetch  to  tibe  windward  of  Fort  St.  IHvid;  but, 
stand inrr  in,  he  met  with  asttong  west  wind,  and,  boinrr  unable  to 
get  higher  than  Lampraavy,  he  anchored  there  on  May  26th.  On 
the  30th  he  sighted  Pondioheny,  and  saw  the  French  squadron  in 
the  road. 

D'Ach^,  upon  descrying,'  the  Bntish,  callud  a  cuuucil  of  war, 
which  decided  that  the  shipH  should  remain  moored  close  under  the 
batteries  to  await  attack;  but  M.  de  Iially,  arriving  from  before 
Port  St.  David,  insiated  that  the  Britidi  should  be  met  at  sea,  and 
sent  out  to  the  fleet  400  lascais  as  a  reutforoemeiit.  As  de  Lally 
had  the  sapceme  command  in  India,  d'AchA  weighed  with  eight  shipe 
of  the  line  and  a  frigate ;  yet,  instead  of  bearing  down  on  Pocock, 
who  could  not  work  up  to  him,  he  kept  his  wind  and  phcd  for  Fort 
St.  David,  whither  de  Lally  returned  by  land  to  prof?ecnte  the  siepe. 
But  no  sooner  had  de  Lally  departed  than  the  governor  and  council 
of  I'ondicherry,  who  had  full  powers  during?  de  Lally's  absence, 
recalled  d'Ach^  to  protect  their  town.  This  order  was  most  service- 
able to  the  British ;  for,  soon  aftor  the  retnm  of  the  French  squadron, 
three  ^naUe  East  India  Company's  ships,  which  most  otherwise 
hare  been  taken,  got  saf efy  into  Madras. 

Chiefly  owing  to  the  bad  saihng  of  the  CunU>erland,  PccodE  failed 
to  get  up  with  the  Freji -I:  quadron.  On  the  6th  he  heard  that 
Fort  St.  George  was  likely  to  be  invested  ;  and,  realizing  that  should 
this  be  so,  his  ships  would  be  unable  to  re- water  on  the  coast,  lu- 
made  for  Madras,  where  he  brought  his  defaiiltin-^  captains  to  court- 
rnartial.  Captain  George  Legge,  of  tlic  Xr/rcist/r,  was  disrais.sed 
the  service;  Captain  Xicholas  Vincent,  of  the  Wvijmouth,  was  dis- 
missed his  ship ;  and  Captain  William  Brereton,  of  the  Cumberland^ 
was  sentenced  to  the  loss  of  one  year's  seniorily  as  a  post^»ptain. 

Fort  St.  David  capitulated  on  Jnne  2nd,  and  M.  de  Lally  destroyed 
the  place,  he  then  gone  at  once  to  Madras,  he  could  have 
VOL.  in.  N 
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taken  it  easily  ;  hut  he  delayed,  uiui,  in  the  mLurviil,  i*"ort  St.  George 
WBB  considerably  strengthoied.  Inatead  of  going  to  Madras,  he 
attacked  Timjore,  in  order  to  obtain  payment  of  some  money  which 
bad  been  promised  by  the  king  to  M.  Dnpleix  in  1749.  Before 
Taojoie,  his  army,  weakened  by  sickness  and  want  of  pzoviaionB, 
was  defeated;  und,  being  obliged  to  raise  the  siege  and  to  rrtiic. 
cloBely  pursued  by  his  native  opponents,  he  had  some  difficulty  in 
reKohinj:^  r;tric:il.  On  bis  retreat  thither  he  Icanit  that  d'Ache, 
then  nlY  I'ondicherrj",  had  intimattid  his  intt  iuion  of  proceeding  to 
^laiuitius.  lie  therefore  sent  to  remouhiralti  witb  the  French 
commodore,  and  was  thus  able  to  induce  him  to  postpone  his 
departoie. 

Vioe-Admiral  Pocock  refitted,  and,  on  July  25th,  sailed  with  a 
favourable  wind  southward  along  the  shore  to  seek  the  enemy.  On 
the  26th  he  anchored  off  Lampraavy,  where  he  took  or  burnt  soma 
small  craft  of  the  enemy.  On  the  evening  of  the  -iTth  he  got  within 
nine  miles  t)f  Pondicherrj-,  and  saw  the  French  fleet  at  anchor  in 
the  road.  On  tlie  '2Kth,  at  10  A.M.,  the  French  <:nt  under  sail  and 
stood  to  tilt-  southwaid  with  a  land  breeze ;  on  which  Pocock 
signalled  for  u  general  chase ;  but  the  enemy  kept  to  windward  and 
anchored  early  next  morning  off  Porto  Novo.  When  the  land  breeze 
arose,  the  French  weighed  and  stood  to  windward;  and  at  about 
8  A.U.  were  out  of  sight.  In  the  afternoon  Pocock  burnt  the  French 
ship  BaHtution,  a  .British  priae,  off  Porto  Novo.  At  10  on 
August  1st  he  again  sighted  d'Acb^,  who  was  getting  under  sail  off 
Tranquebar,  and  who  soon  afterwards  formed  his  line  of  battle 
ahea<]  with  starboaid  taiks  on  board,  and  seemed  to  edge  down 
towards  the  British.  But  when  Pocock  made  sail  and  stood  for  the 
French,  they  hauled  on  a  wind.  At  about  1  p.^r.,  however,  they 
i'onuud  line  of  battle  abreast  and  bore  down  on  i'ocock  under  easy 
sail.  He,  at  1.30,  signalled  for  a  line  of  battle  ahead  with  the 
starboard  tacks  on  board,  and  stood  to  the  eastward  under  topsails, 
or  with  the  maintopsails  square  so  as  to  allow  hia  ships  to  take 
station,  in  waiting  for  the  enemy.  At  5  p.m.  the  French  van  was 
abreast  of  the  British  centre  at  a  distance  of  about  two  miles.  The 
enemy  stood  on  till  hi^  van  was  abreast  of  tlir  I'.i  itij^h  van,  and  then 
kept  at  about  that  distance  until  0.30,  when  he  hoisied  his  topsails, 
set  his  courses,  and  stood  to  the  south-past.  Adnuial  Pocock 
signalled  to  van  to  fill  and  stand  on,  and  made  sail  to  the  south- 
ward, keeping  his  line  until  niiihnghi,  when  he  judged  the  French 
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to  have  tacked.  He  then  signalled  the  fleet  to  wear,  and  stood  after 
the  enemy  to  the  wcstwurd.  But,  at  daylight  on  the  '2nd,  tho  pnrniy 
was  lint  to  be  seen.  In  the  evening,  however,  four  sails  were  sighted 
inshore  to  the  noi  tli-west ;  and  on  the  8rd,  at  5  A.M.,  the  British 
sighted  the  F  rench  ileel  oil  Negapatam,  about  three  miles  to  wind- 
ward, formed  in  line  of  battle  ahead,  with  the  starboard  tacks  on 
boaid.' 

Pocock  also  fonned  his  line  of  battle  ahead  on  the  starboard  tack, 
and  stood  towards  the  French;  and,  seeing  that  the  Comte  de 

Prorrrirf,  71.  led  their  Van,  he  ordered  the  Elizaheth,  CA,  tO  take  the 
place  of  the  Tiger,  60,  an  inferior  ship,  as  the  leader  of  his  own  line. 
At  11  A.M.,  the  wind  dying  away,  the  British  were  hecalmed ;  though 
the  enemy  still  had  a  hght  breeze  from  otY  the  land,  and,  with  it, 
stood  on,  their  line  stretching  from  east  to  \\  est.  On  that  course  the 
Preuch  passed  at  right  angles  so  close  to  the  rear  oi  the  British  that 
they  might  ahnost  have  cat  off  tiie  Cumberland  and  NewceuHe,  Ihe 
stemmoBt  ships.  At  noon  a  sea  breeze  sprang  np,  and  gave  Poeock 
the  weather-gage.  Both  fleets  tiierenpon  fonned  line  a&esh ;  and  at 
12.20  P.M.  Pocock  signalled  to  bear  down  and  engage. 

The  Elizabeth  and  Comte  de  Proreiice  began  the  action  ;  but,  the 
lattcr's  mizen  catching  fire,  she  had  to  quit  the  line  and  cut  away 
the  mast.  The  French  charj^c  T'ocock  with  throwing  inflammables 
on  board  of  them;  but  the  Vice-Admiral  does  not  seem  to  liave  taken 
any  special  measures  for  setting  his  oi)ponents  on  fire,  though 
certauily  in  this  battle  they  were  uimbually  mifortunate  in  that 
respect.  The  Elizabeik^s  next  opponent  was  the  Due  de  Bouryuyne, 
which,  being  hardly  pressed,  would  have  been  assisted  by  the 
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Zodiaquc,  had  not  the  latter  had  her  wheel  carried  away  hy  a  shot 
from  the  Yarviouth,  her  first  antagonist.  To  repair  it,  she  went 
under  the  lee  of  the  Due  d' Orleans ;  but,  as  soon  as  she  returned  to 
the  line,  one  of  her  lower-deck  guns  burst,  and  a  fire  broke  out  near 
her  powder  room.  In  the  consequent  confusion,  her  new  steeinng 
gear  gave  way,  so  causing  the  ship  to  fall  on  board  the  Due 
d'Orleans ;  and,  while  the  two  ships  were  entangled  together,  both 
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were  heavily  cannonaded  with  impunity  by  the  Yarmouth  and  Tiger. 
By  that  time  the  Conde  and  Moras  had  l>een  driven  out  of  the  line ; 
and,  at  "2.8  p.m.,  the  Zodiaque  being  free,  M.  d'Ache  bore  away.  He 
was  followed  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  by  the  rest  of  his  ships. 

Pocock  signalled  for  closer  action ;  and  the  retiring  enemy  was 
badly  mauled  as  he  went  off  under  all  possible  sail.  The  signal  for 
a  general  chase  followed ;  whereupon  the  French  cut  away  the  boats 
which  most  of  them  had  towing  astern  ;  and  crowded  to  the  N.N.W. 
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A  mnmng  fight  was  miimtam«d  till  abont  B  VM.,  wlien  the  Freacli 
were  out  of  range.  Pocock,  however,  pursued  mitil  dark,  and,  at 
about  8  P.M.,  andiored  three  uulea  off  Gacical,  while  the  Fieneh 

pursued  their  course  to  Pondicherry. 

The  fi«jbt,  considering  its  indecisive  character,  was  a  vt  i  v  bloody 
one,  especially  on  the  side  of  the  French,  who  lost  '250  killed  iind 
600  wounded.  The  Zodiaque  alone  lost  183  killed  or  dangerously 
wonnded.  On  the  BiitiBh  aide,  however,  c»ily  81  were  IdUed  and 
166  wounded.  Both  d'Achi  and  Pocock  leceived  sHi^t  mjories; 
and  CJommodore  Stevens  had  a  musket  wound  in  hie  ahonldw. 
Aloft  the  British  soflEeied  more  than  the  French ;  and,  had  the 
weather  not  been  fine,  many  of  them  must  have  lost  their  masts. 

D'Ache  refittod  at  Pondicherry;  and,  Ix'inj*  apprehenfsive  of  an 
attack  there,  anchored  his  ships  close  under  the  town  and  forts. 
Feeling  also  that  lie  conld  not,  in  his  then  state,  apain  fipht  the 
British,  and  that  his  remaining  on  the  coast  might  lead  to  disaster, 
he  again  announced  his  intention  of  proceeding  to  Mauritius.  M.  de 
Lally  and  the  French  military  and  civil  officers  were  astounded  at 
this  new  detennination,  and  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him;  bat  he 
was  supported  by  his  captains,  and,  having  landed  500  marine  s  and 
seamen  to  reinforct?  the  army  on  shore,  he  sailed  for  his  destination 
on  September  8rd.  Pocock  could  not  believe  that  d'Ach6  had  any 
idea  of  withdniwinf^  from  the  scene  of  operations,  and  supposed  that 
he  would  presently  set  out  on  a  cruise.  The  Quienboruuyii ,  2  I.  was 
therefore  despatched  to  get  news  of  the  French ;  but  she  failed  to 
obtain  any.  The  British  sailed  from  Madras  on  August  20th  for 
Bombay,  calling  at  Trincomale  for  water.  The  Admiral  ordered  the 
Seoeng€,  a  Company's  ship,  to  cruise  off  that  port;  and  she  actually 
sighted,  and  was  chased  by,  d'Ach6  on  his  way  to  Mauritius;  but, 
though  the  British  put  to  sea,  they  could  not  come  up  with  the 
enemy.    Pocock  afterwards  cnntinned  his  voyage  to  Bombay. 

In  spite  of  the  withdrawal  of  d'Ache,  Ijetween  whom  and 
M.  de  Lally  the  worst  possible  relations  exi«te<i,  the  latter  coutinued 
his  activity,  and  on  December  14th  laid  siege  to  Madras.  The  town 
was  hard  pressed,  when,  on  February  16th,  1759,  Captain  Bichard 
Kempenfelt,  with  two  twenty-gun  ships  and  six  other  vessels, 
containing  men  and  stores,  arrived.  Early  on  the  17th  de  Lally 
raised  the  siege,  retiring  in  such  haste  that  he  left  behind  him  much 
of  his  siege  artillery,  and  large  quantities  of  stores  and  ammunition. 
It  was  a  remarkable  and  dramatic  instance  of  the  influence  of  sea 
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power  upon  historj'.  Had  d'Ache  held  the  sea,  and  had  he  been  in 
a  position  to  prt^veiit  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  and  stores,  the 
place  nin«?t  ]\;i\c  fulUn.  The  raiRinj:^  of  the  mene  of  Madras  may  be 
said  to  mark  the  beginning  ot  the  end  of  French  dreams  of  empire 
HI  India. 

On  the  Leeward  Islnnds*  staticm,  where  Commodore  John 
Moore  (1)  commanded  in  1758,  no  fleet  action  or  engagement  ot 
mnch  momocit  happened  dtuing  the  year;  but  there  was  great  and 
commendable  activity ;  and  more  than  one  of  the  truiBBctionB  in 
those  seas  will  be  fotmd  noticed  in  the  next  chapter. 

On  the  Jamaica  station,  likewise,  there  were  very  few  events  of 
importance,  tbon^jh  the  enemy's  trade  suflfered  severely,  thanks  to 
the  excellent  di8pf)8ition8  of  Vice-Admiral  Thomas  Cotes  and  to  the 
vigilance  of  his  cruisers. 

It  has  been  seen  that  in  North  America  preparations  had  been 
nuide  for  a  new  attack  on  Lonisbourg.  Bear-Admiral  Sir  Charles 
Hardy  (2)  placed  himself  off  that  port  as  soon  as  the  season  permitted ; 
bnt»  owing  to  fog  and  gales,  he  was  unable  to  prevent  the  entcy  into 
the  harbour  of  M,  du  Chafifault,  who  took  out  a  strong  squadron 
from  Brest.  Du  Chaffault,  however,  fearing  to  be  Mockadt  d,  left 
there  six  ships  of  the  line  and  some  frigates  under  M.  ilr  H(>:LUssier 
to  assist  in  the  dffenco.  and  himself  went  to  Quebec.  Hardy  only 
succeeded  in  intencptin;;  tlu;  I'uudiuya ni,  2"2,  and  a  few  other 
French  craft  bound  up  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  Foudroyant  pluckily 
stood  a  short  action  with  the  Captain,  04,  ere  she  surrendered.  She 
had  on  board  a  large  amount  of  very  valuable  stores. 

Admiral  the  Hon.  Edward  Boecawen,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  expedition  against  Louisbourg,  sailed  from 
Portsmouth  in  Februarj  .  At  the  very  commencement  of  his  voyage 
he  lost  the  Invincible^  74,  Captain  John  Bentley,  which,  missing 
stays,  ran  f>n  a  shoal  cast  of  St.  Helen's  and  became  a  total  loss. 
J^ut  Ur'  Diihliii,  74,  was  as  qnirkly  ns  pnssilile  substituted  for 
licr  by  the  Admiralty;  and  slu-  (annitl  out  Majui-General  Jeffrey 
Amherst,  who  was  to  comuiund  the  military  forces.  The  DuiAin 
met  Boscawen  on  May  '28th,  as  he  was  coming  out  of  Halifax  with 
his  fleet;  but,  being  very  sickly,  she  went  on  into  port,  while 
Boscawen  with  his  whole  force,  numbering  in  all  one  hundred  and 
sixty^seTen  sail  of  various  kinds,  made  for  Gabarus  Bay.  The  fleet 
was  dispersed  by  bad  weather,  and  the  main  part  of  it  did  not  reach 
the  rendezvous  until  June  2nd.    Among  the  celebrated  m&i  who 
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sharer!  in  this  expedition  were  Geoise  Bndjro??  Rodney,  Edward 
Hu^'lu  s,  later  the  opponent  of  Sufi^rtiu,  aud  Jamea  WolXe,  the  hero 

of  Quebec. 

The  French  were  iouiiJ  to  be  well  prepared,  Louibhourg  being 
very  thoroughly  fortified,  especially  on  tiie  flea  face.   Between  the 
day  of  his  amval  and  January  8(h,  General  Amherst  several  times 
caused  the  troops  to  be  put  into  the  boats,'  ready  for  landing ;  bnt 
on  each  occasion  he  was  compelled  by  the  state  of  the  surf  to  desist 
and  to  re-embark  them.   In  the  interval  the  enemy  was  Inisy  on 
his  defences,  and  never  omitted  to  fire  on  the  ships  when  they 
ventured  within  range.    On  the  8th  the  army  was  a^nin  put  into 
the  boats;   and  it  was  decided  to  make  three  separate  attacks. 
Those  on  the  centre  and  right  were  intended  as  feints  or  diversions, 
and  were  to  be  made  in  Freshwater  Cove  and  on  White  I'omt 
respectively.  That  on  tlie  left  was  to  he  the  real  attack.  It  wm 
made  under  Brigadier-Oeneral  Wolfe,  under  cover  of  the  Kenning^ 
ion,  28,  Captain  Dudley  Digges,  and  Halifax,  12.   The  Dianas  36, 
Captain  Alexander  Schomberg,  Gramout,  IB,  Commander  John 
Stott,  and  Shannon,  30,  Captain  Charles  Meadows,*  covered  the  feint 
in  the  centre ;  aud  the  Sutherland,  50,  Captain  John  Rous,  and 
Squirrel,  20.  Commander  John  Cleland  (1),  the  feint  on  the  rif:;ht. 

These  ships,  as  soon  as  they  had  taken  up  their  stations,  began 
a  hot  cannonade ;  and,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  later,  Wolfe's  division 
lauded  in  the  steadiest  manner  through  the  surf  under  a  heavy  fire. 
Many  men  were  unavoidably  drowned  through  the  ovomtting  of 
boats,  and  much  ammunition  was  wetted ;  but  tb»  troops,  fixing  their 
bayonets,  drove  the  defenders  from  their  position  near  the  beach ; 
and,  before  night,  all  the  other  troops  had  been  landed.  Almost 
immediately  afterwards  the  wind  arose,  and  communication  with  the 
fleet  was  cut  off  for  several  days.  Siege  operations  were  begun  on 
June  13th,  the  troops  beinp  at  (iist  nincli  annoyed  by  the  tire  of 
the  French  ships  in  the  h;irl»oui.  Tlie  Achniral  landed  his  Marines 
to  assist.  On  the  28th  the  eiieuiy  .sunk  the  Apullun,  oO,  Fidt'le,  30, 
Bichc,  IG,  and  Chi  vre,  16,  in  tlie  mouth  of  the  harbour  to  blockade 
the  entrance ;  and  on  July  9th  he  made  a  vigorous  but  ineffectual 
night  sortie.  On  July  21st  the  Entreprenanit  74,  one  of  the  largest 
Frendk  ships  in  the  harbour,  took  fire,  blew  up  and  set  in  flames  two 

'  I'ruperly  Modows,  but  tUe  Navy  Liiit  i$)ieUiug  MeaUowis.  Tliia  geatleiuau, 
sftenraidi  known  as  CharlM  Fiarreiwnt,  bacams  Viacoiuit  Newark  and  Earl  Maavem. 
He  Nstgned  wkile  yet  a  captain,  and  cUed  io  1316. 
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lunre  ships  of  the  hne,  the  C^Uhre,  64,  and  the  Capririeujr,  64. 
All  tlint'  eventually  become  total  losses.  The  fire  from  the  two 
remainin«,'  sliips  of  the  line  being  still  troublesome,  Boscaweu,  on 
the  night  of  the  2dth,  sent  into  the  harbour  in  boats  600  seamen, 
under  Captains  John  Lalcney  and  George  Balfour;  and  these,  in 
spite  of  a  v&j  fierce  fire  from  the  vessels  and  battones,  exeonted 
their  mission.  Laforey  took  the  iVtuZewt,  74,  which,  being  aground, 
he  bnxnt.  Balfour  carried  the  Bienfaisant,  64,  and  towed  her  into 
the  north-east  harboor.  This  decided  the  issue.  Boscawen  was 
making  preparations  to  send  in  six  ships  of  the  hne,  when  the 


f,'()Vt'rnor  proposed  terms  ;  and,  after  a  brief  correspondence,  the 
place  was  surrendered  on  the  '2Gth.  About  3000  combatants 
became  prisoners  of  war ;  and  '216  guns,  besides  mortars,  were 
taken.  With  Lonisbourg  was  surrendered,  not  only  the  island  of 
Cape  Breton,  but  also  that  of  St.  John.*  Boscawoi  aeaat  home 
Captain  the  Hon.  George  Edgoumbe  with  the  naval  diq^tches. 
The  colours  which  w^  captured  were  placed  in  8t.  Paul's 
Cathedral. 

Immediattdy  after  the  fall  of  the  place,  Boscaw'en  sent  Rear- 
Ad  nnr;il  Sir  Cliarles  Hardy  Ci),  with  seven  ships  of  the  line,  to  destroy 
the  French  settlements  at  Miramichi,  Gaspec,  etc.,  General  Wolfe 

'  Tlio  ii.l;uitl  of  St.  .Tnlai  was  rctiaiiiftl  PriiK-c  F..!«  ,ir'r«  I>iliiinl  in  1799,  in  boQoar 
of  Priucf  Eilwanl,  Duke  o(  Kent,  au«l  lather  of  il.M.  Quttiu  Victoria. 
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accompanying  him.  Some  ships  were  also  sent  to  the  island  of 
St,  John,  with  a  garrison  for  it.  General  Amherst,  who  heard  at 
about  that  time  of  the  repulse  of  Abercrombie  at  Ticonderoga, 
embarked  si.v  battalions  under  convoy  of  the  Captain,  G4,  for 
Boston,  and  then  marched  for  Lake  George.  Boscawen  left  Mr. 
Durell,  who  in  the  meantime  had  been  promoted  to  be  a  Rear- 
Admiral,  with  a  part  of  the  squadron,  to  winter  in  America,  and 
himself  sailed  for  England.  On  his  passage,  his  squadron  became 
separated,  so  that  when,  on  October  27th,  as  he  was  entering 
the  Soundings,  he  sighted  the  French  squadron  returning  from 
Quebec  under  M.  du  Chaffault,  he  had  with  him  in  company  only  the 
Namur,  90,  (flag).  Captain  Matthew  Buckle  (1),  Royal  William,  84, 


lOMMKMOIIATIVK  MKHAI-  OF  THE  CAPTLRK  OK  LOt'lMIKiirRll,  IToH. 
{From  an  crigimil  Mmliy  IrnI  bf)  nji.B.  Cnptain  Prinet  Ututi  >if  Batlriitifni,  A..V.) 

Captain  Thomas  Evans,  Somerspf,  G4,  Captain  Edward  Hughes, 
Bien/aisant,  64,  Captain  George  Balfour,  lioreax,  'IS,  Captain  the 
Hon.  liobert  Boyle  Walsinghum,  Trent,  28,  Captain  John  Lindsay, 
Echo,  28,  Captain  John  Laforey,  with  two  fireships ;  and  ths 
liifufaisant  was  useless,  having  but  a  few  rounds  of  powder  on 
board.  The  French  squadron  consisted  of  the  Tonnant,  80, 
Intrepide,  74,  Heron,  74,  Protee,  (54,  and  lieUiqucux,  (>4,  besides  a 
frigate,  and  the  Carnarvon,  a  captured  British  East  Indiaman.  The 
enemy,  being  on  the  contrary  tack,  passed  the  British  squadron,  very 
near,  to  leeward ;  and,  in  passing,  discharged  his  broadsides. 
Some  of  the  British  ships  returned  the  fire  ;  but,  the  wind  blowing 
hard,  most  of  the  vessels  could  not  open  their  lower  ports ;  and 
thus,  in  this  partial  action,  very  little  damage  was  done.  Boscawen, 
in  spite  of  the  superiority  of  the  French,  changed  his  course  and 
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Btood  after  tbem.  The  night  was  very  stormy ;  but,  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  the  ( nLin_\  was  again  discovered,  though  his  foroe 
t)icn  consisted  of  only  four  ships  of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  one 
ship  of  the  lino  havin^j  evidently  lost  company  in  the  darkness. 
BoRcawcn  also  liad  lost  sight  <if  all  his  frigates.  Ho  nevertheless 
renewed  the  <  husc ;  yet,  :iltlu)u;,'h  there  was  at  first  no  great 
distance  between  the  squadrons,  the  British  did  not  gam  ground. 
The  only  prize  made  Wfts  the  Carnarvon,  The  rest  of  the  French 
sliips  got  away.  One  of  them,  the  Belliqueux,  was  afterwaids  taken 
off  Ilfracombe  by  the  AnUlqpe,  50.  Boscawen  arrived  at  Spithead 
on  November  Ist. 

For  tiieir  services  in  North  America  both  Boscawen  and  Amherst 
received  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  con(iuest 
which  had  been  eflfectcd,  besides  being  very  important  in  itself,  had 
involved  a  loss  to  the  enemy  of  six  ships  of  the  line  and  live  frigates,* 
and  had  deprived  Fiaiiee  of  one  of  her  ]>e8i  fisheries,  and  of  a 
valuable  station  for  the  privateers  which  long  had  preyed  on  the 
coast  commerce  oi  the  American  colonies.  It  paved  tibe  way  for 
fntore  British  snccesses  on  the  North  American  continent,  and 
sounded  the  death  knell  of  the  French  dominion  there.  In  fact, 
jnst  SA  the  raising  of  the  siege  of  Madias  was  the  toming  point  of 
the  struggle  in  India,  so  the  capture  of  Lottisbonrg  was  the  turning 
point  of  the  8tni^^<,'le  in  North  America;  and  both  rescdts  were 
brought  about  by  the  force  of  sea  power. 

It  has  lieen  said  that  in  1708  a  small  stjuadroa  under  Captain 
Hcnn'  Mnrsli  was  despatched  against  the  French  settlements  in 
West  Africa.  It  is  carious  to  note  that  this  beUigereiit  expedition 
was  first  suggested  by  a  Quaker,  Mr.  Thomas  Gumming,  who  had 
been  on  the  coast,  and  who  knew  some  of  the  native  princes.  One 
of  these  had  promised  his  co-operation  against  Gorie  and  86n^;al, 
and  had  undertaken,  in  case  of  the  success  of  the  adtrmture,  to 
grant  exclusive  trading  privileges  to  British  subjects.  Camming 
represented  that  a  force  of  a  certain  strength  would  be  required  for 
the  service  ;  but  the  ndniinistration  nnwisel}' cut  down  his  estimates, 
and  repeatedly  defeiitd  action,  until  Mr.  Sanuul  'rouchet.  an 
influential  Loiiduii  merchant,  warmly  seconded  the  project.  The 
force  iiiuilly  assigned  for  the  service  consisted  of  the  Harwich,  50, 

'  In  addition  t«>  the  tliree  frigites  >4imk  in  the  nu>iith  of  the  harKmr  by  the  enemy, 
the  JJUti^e  (reuamvU  JJiaua),  ^U,  Lad  betui  takeu  by  bir  C'hariea  tianiy  (2),  aad  Ute 
lidn,  26,  had  been  captured  hy  tb«  Juno  and  Scai^vnugh. 
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Commodore  Henry  Marshy  the  Nassau^  64»  Captain  James  Sayer, 

the  liye,  20,  Commander  Daniel' Deriuj^,  the  Sican,  16,  Commander 
Jacob  liobb,  and  the  two  eight-gun  busses,  London  and  Portsmouth, 
Commanders  Archihjild  Millar  and  James  Orrok,  together  with  five 
small  hired  vessels  carryiii^i  from  four  eight  guns  apiece.  The 
troopii  included  200  Marines  under  Major  Mason,  and  a  detacluaent 
of  artillery  with  ten  guns  and  eight  mortars,  Mr.  Cuiuming 
accompanied  the  expedition,  which  sailed  from  Plymouth  on 
March  9, 1758. 

From  Tmorife,  whece  tihe  aqnadxon  called  for  wine  and  water, 
Mr.  Cumming,  in  the  Svmn,  went  on  in  advance  to  arrange  for 
aseiBtance  from  the  natives ;  but,  before  he  could  conclude  matters, 
the  aqoadvon  itsdf  arrived  on  the  coaet.  Marsh  decided  not  to 
wait  for  negotiations,  but  at  once  to  proceed ;  and  on  April  28rd, 
he  reached  the  mouth  of  the  rive  r  St'ne-^al,  and  sighted  the 
French  Hying  on  Fort  Louis  m  midstream,  twelve  miles 
above  the  bar. 

The  enemy  had  armed  a  brig  and  six  sloops,  and  bad  placed  them 
aboTe  the  bar  to  defmd  the  channel  through  it.  These  mnch 
annoyed  the  BritiBh  boats,  which  w^t  in  to  Bound.  Li  the  mean- 
time troops  were  put  into  the  small  crsft.  On  the  29th  the  Swan^ 
with  the  busses  and  armed  vessels,  weighed  and  made  up  the  river 
with  a  fair  wind.  The  London^  and  some  of  the  small  craft,  were 
wrecked  on  the  bar ;  but  no  lives  were  lo«*t ;  and  most  of  the  rest  of 
the  vessels  got  in  safely,  and  made  for  the  enemy's  nhips,  which 
promptly  retired  under  the  gmis  of  the  fort.  On  May  Isi  the  work 
surrendered  ;  but  the  actual  handmg  over  oi  the  place  wa»  delayed, 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  natives,  who,  not  thinking  that  their 
intwests  had  been  snffidendy  seeoxed,  Uockaded  the  Fr«ich.  The 
difficulty  being  got  over,  the  fort  was  occupied.  In  it  ninety-two 
guns  were  found ;  and,  with  it,  sixteen  craft  ci  various  sizes  were 
given  up.  The  entire  estimated  value  of  the  capture  was  about 
A'200,000.  Podor,  and  other  stations  further  up  the  tiver,  were 
included  in  the  capitulation.  For  his  scrsicos  Mr.  Cumming  was 
granted  a  pension  during  his  Hfetime.  Tbc'^e  po^fjcssions  had  lon^' 
supplied  negro  slaves  to  the  Frencii  settleiaeais  m  the  West  Indies ; 
and  for  that  reason  their  loss  was  soon  severely  felt. 

Commodore  Marsh,  leaving  a  few  small  vessels  on  the  spot, 
sailed  next  to  attack  Gor^e,  about  ninety  miles  to  the  southward. 
He  arrived  off  the  island  on  May  24tb,  and  at  once  began  a  hot 
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cannonade,  having  anchored  his  ships  with  springs  on  their  cables. 
But  he  had  niisculculatod  the  strength  of  the  defence ;  and  in  aliout 
two  hours  and  a  half  lie  had  to  signal  his  little  squadron  to  t-ut,  as 
the  r'\<:,i:iu<^  and  spars,  as  well  as  the  hulls,  were  badly  mauli  d,  and 
about  twenty  men  were  killed,  aiid  forty  wounded.  This  check  was 
owing  purely  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  force  employed ;  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  Uie  Qoremmeiit  sent  oat  a  stronger  squadron 
to  complete  Commodore  Mmli*B  work.  Tn  the  meantime  the 
Nassau,  Staan  and  Portmg^^  retnmed  to  England,  with  such 
trade  as  was  bonnd  tiiith^ ;  and,  later,  the  Bye  sailed  with  a  convo;, 
for  the  Leeward  Islands. '  MaraEZhimself  ea(»i1ed~1he  trade  wfiich 
_jra8  Bound  for  Jamaica. 

The  new  expedition  was  entrusted  to  Comniodore  tlic  lloa. 
Augustus  Keppol,  who  hoisted  his  broad  pennant  in  the  Torbui/,  74, 
Captain  Thomas  Owen,  and  who  had  under  iiim  tlie  Xusscdi,  04, 
Captain  James  Sayer,  {he  Fouguetu,  Captain  Joseph  Knight,  the 
Dunkirk,  60,  Captain  the  Hon.  Bobert  Digby,  the  Liehfidd,  50, 
Captain  lif  attiiew  Barton,  the  Prince  Edwardt  44,  Captain  William 
Fortescne,  the  Experiment^  20,  Captain  John  Carter  Allen,  the 
Roman  Emperor,  20,  Commander  William  Newsom,  the  Saltash,  14, 
Commander  Walter  Stirling,  and  the  two  bombs,  Fircdrake, 
Commander  James  Orrok,  and  Furnace,  Commander  Jonathan 
Faulknor  (1).  At  Cork  he  picked  up  troops,  under  Lieut. -Colonel 
Worge,  who  had  been  appointed  governor  of  Senefxal ;  and,  after 
some  delay,  he  finally  sailed  thence  on  November  lith,  1758. 

In  the  early  morning  of  Novemher  29th,  owing  to  an  error  in 
redconing  caused  by  bad  weather,  the  Lich^ld  ran  ashore  on  the 
cooet  of  Marocoo,  and  became  a  total  loss.^  On  the  same  occasion 
a  transport  also  w^t  to  pieces.  On  December  28th,  aftw  having 
made  a  short  stay  at  Santa  Craz,  in  the  Canaries,  tiie  squadron 
sighted  Gor^e,  and  at  3  P.M.  anchored  in  the  road  in  eighteen 
fathoms  of  water,  the  island  bearinjx  S.W.  by  S.  distant  about  four 
miles.  The  Salfnth  and  the  transporis  containing  the  troops  were 
sent  into  the  bay  l)etween  Point  Gon'e  and  Point  Barrabas  ;  and, 
early  on  the  'iUth,  the  troops  from  ihem  were  disembarked  in  boatb 
in  readiness  to  land  on  the  island  upon  signal  being  made  by  the 
Commodore.   Most  of  the  ships  gradnaUy  took  up  their  assigned 

'  There  was  unfortunately  autm  loss  oi  life.  The  survivorx  were  detnined  by  the 
Sultan  of  MuroccQ  until  mnMnied,  with  other  British  •ubjectii,  for  170,000  dolUn. 
Oaptain  Barton  waa  tried  for  tbe  low  of  faia  ahip^  and  honourably  aoquittad 
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positions  on  the  west  or  leeward  side  of  Goree,  niul  moored  head 
and  stern  under  a  lieavy  tire.  At  0  a.m.  the  attack  was  hc^nm  by 
the  Prince  Edna  id ;  but  the  cannonade  was  not  general  until  about 
noou,  some  of  the  vessels  experiencing  difficulty  in  taking  up  their 
statione.  The  bomberdment  was  then  rapidly  efEective ;  for,  after 
a  bri^  parley,  followed  by  an  almost  equally  shwt  renewal  of  tfae 
aetion,  the  enemy  Burrendered;  whnenpon  Keppel  landed  his  Marines 
to  take  posseesion.  Abont  tbrt  e  hundred  French,  and  many  negroes, 
became  prisoners  of  war.  The  British  loss  was  inconsiderable. 
After  escortinfj  Colnnr!  Wor^e  to  Sr'n^pil,  and  onnsing  for  a  short 
time  off  the  coast,  the  Commodore  returned  to  England. 

In  the  Mediterranean  Admiral  Henry  ()sl>nni  and  Kear-Admiral 
Charles  Saunders  commanded.  The  French  had  ou  seveml  occasions 
discovered  the  wisdom  and  advantage  of  despatching  in  winter 
their  reinfoxcem^ts  of  ships  and  Ixoops  for  abroad,  since  they 
found  that  the  BiitiBh  blockading  squadrons  snd  squadrons  of 
obaenration  were  frequently  prevented  at  that  seascm  by  fogs  or 
bad  weather  from  obtaining  touch  of  the  outward-bound  detach- 
ments. But  one  of  their  divisions  which,  under  M.  de  La  Clue, 
left  Toulon  in  December,  1757,  for  North  America  and  the  West 
Indies,  was  forced  by  the  vigilance  of  Admiral  Osborn  into  Carta;^'ena, 
and  was  there  blockaded.  The  French  Governnient,  in  response 
to  M.  de  La  Clue's  representations,  sent  five  ships  of  the  line  and 
a  frigate,  under  M.  Duquesne,  to  endeavour  to  join  him  there,  and 
then  to  assist  him  in  breaking  ihe  blodcade.  Two  of  the  line-of- 
battleships  succeeded  in  getting  in,  but  ihe  rest  of  the  force  was 
not  80  fortunate.  On  February  28th,  off  Cape  de  Gata,  Osborn 
at  daybreak  si^^ted  four  strange  sail  near  his  fleet,  and  ordered 
them  to  be  chased.  The  French  ships  8eparat(  (l,  but  each  was 
pursued.  At  7  p.m.  the  Revenge,  64,  Captain  .John  Storr,  broufiht 
the  OrpMe,  64,  to  action;  and,  on  the  JU-nricl:,  6-f,  coming  up, 
the  enemy  struck.  In  the  Jievenge,  thirty-three  were  killed  and  fifty- 
four  wounded,  among  the  latter  being  Captam  Storr.  The  Oqthcc 
was  but  six  miles  from  Cartagena  when  she  hauled  down.  Meanwhile 
the  Monmouih,  64,  Captain  Arthur  Gardiner,  the  Swifimre,  70, 
Captain  Thomas  Stwohope,  and  the  Hampion  Courts  64,  Captain  the 
Hon.  Augustus  John  Hervey,  chased  Ihe  Isrgest  of  the  en^y,  the 
Fondroyant,  84,  flag  flhip  of  Duquesne.  The  Monmouth,  being 
far  ahead  of  her  consorts,  got  up  with  and  engaged  the  enemy 
at  8  P.M.  and  fought  her  gallantly.   When  Gardiner  fell  his  place 
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was  takeu  Ly  Lieutenant  iw»beit  Carkett,*  till  12.^0  A.M.,  when 
the  Frenchman's  gnns  weare  rednced  to  silence.  Not  until  then 
was  ihe  Swi/tsure  able  to  get  up.  Captain  Stanhope  hailed  the 
foe  to  know  whe&er  ehe  had  surrendered,  but  was  answoed  with 
a  few  guns  and  a  ToUey  of  small  aims,  whereupon  he  poured  in 
a  broadside  and  part  of  a  second,  and  the  t  iieiuy  promptly  sur- 
rendered. She  had  100  killed  and  90  wounded,  while  the  Monmouth 
lost  only  28  killed  and  79  wonTuleil.  It  was  a  magnificently  con- 
iliu  ted  action,  and  Lieutenant  Carkett  was  deservedlj'  rewarded 
with  the  command  of  the  prijre.  When  measured,  at  Gihniltiir, 
she  was  found  to  be  185  feet  3  inches  in  length  from  stem  to 
taffi»il,  and  to  have  a  length  of  keel  of  1$5  feet.  She  was  thus 
about  12  feet  longer  than  the  large  British  first-rates  of  her  day. 
Moreover  she  carried  24  and  42>pounder8,  whereas  tiie  Monmouth 
was  armed  only  with  12  and  24-poimder8. 

As  for  the  other  FrcT  V  t-ssels,  one,  the  Orijlamme,  50,  was 
driven  ashore  by  the  Monarch,  74,  Captain  John  Montagu,  and 
the  Mnniagti.  HI.  Captain  Joshua  Bowley.  The  last,  theFUiade,  26, 
escaped  by  superior  s;iilin<^. 

Eear-Admiral  Saunders  was  relieved  in  the  spring  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Thomas  Broderick  (SV.),  who  went  out  in  the  Prince 
George,  SO,  Captain  Joseph  Peyton  (1),  which  was  unhappily  burnt 
by  accident  on  April  13th  with  a  loss  of  485  lives.  Osbom  con- 
tinued to  blockade  the  French  in  Cartagena  until  he  was  obliged 
to  go  to  Gilnraltar  to  r^t,  leaving  only  some  frigates  to  look  out 
off  the  port.  M.  de  La  Clue  then  escaped  ami  returned  to  Toulon. 
A  little  later  Osboru,  being  in  bad  health,  had  to  resign  his 
command.    He  was  succeeded  by  Ilear-Admiral  Broderick. 

The  part  borne  by  H.M.S.  Seahorse  :uul  Stombolo,  under 
Commodore  Charles  Holmes,  in  obliging  the  I'rnicli  and  Austrians 
to  evacuate  Emden  in  iSlaruh,  1758,  scarcely  merits  detailed  descrip- 
tion here.  Suffice  it  to  say  tiiat  the  service  was  creditably  pexformed. 
Other  events  in  waters  near  home  must,  however,  be  described  at 
some  length. 

Learning  in  the  spring  of  the  year  titat  the  Fr^ch  were  fittmg 

out  a  rnnsiderable  squadron  to  escort  a  convoy  to  America  from 
Isle  d'Aix,  the  Admiralty  ordered  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hawke  to 

'  Lwutenant*  1745.    Cftptein,  for  this  iwrvioe,  March  12th,  176S.  Commanded 

Stirliit'j  CW/f,  04,  in  T^yn'n'-.  ii.  ti^'ii,  uinl  in  Undn.-vV  ;i.  tlr.n  in  the  West  IltdiBB, 

1780,  and  wa«  Imt  iu  lier  iu  the  hurriauic  ul  Uctuber  10th,  1760. 


Digrtlzed  by  Google 


1758.] 


BAWKE  OFF  ISLS  tfAlX. 


191 


endeavour  to  intercept  it.  He  sailed  from  Spiiliead  nii  March  11th 
with  seven  ships  of  the  lino  and  three  frigates,  iuul  cm  the  night 
of  April  3rd  arrived  off  the  island.  At  3  o'clock  next  morning  be 
steered  for  Basque  Boad,  and  at  daylight  sighted  a  number  of 
Tesaels,  escorted  by  three  frigates,  some  miles  to  windward.  He 
gave  chase  but  they  got  into  St.  Ifartin,  IUi6,  except  one  brig, 
which  was  driTen  ashore  and  bomt  by  the  Huaar,  28,  Ci^tain 
John  Elliot.  At  aboat  4  p.m.  Hawke  discovered,  lying  oflf  Aix, 
the  French  men-of-war  Florissant,  74,  SphinXy  64,  Hardi,  64, 
Dragon,  64,  and  ]]'anrick,  60,  Ijesides  six  or  seven  fri;;ates,  and 
about  forty  nu'ichantrimn,  which  had  on  board  H()(MI  trnnps.  At 
■i.'dO  the  Admiral  signalled  for  a  general  chase,  and  at  live  the 
enemy  began  to  slip  or  cat  in  great  oonfiisionf  and  to  nm.  At  six 
the  British  headmost  ships  were  little  more  than  a  gonshot  from  the 
rearmost  of  the  Frendi ;  bnt,  by  that  time,  when  many  of  the 
merchantmen  were  already  agroimd  on  the  mod,  the  pursuers 
were  in  very  shoal  water;  and,  further  pnrsnit  bttng  dangerous, 
and  night  coming  on,  Hawke  anchored  abreast  of  the  island.  On 
the  nioniinf;  of  the  5th  nearly  all  the  French  flotilla  were  seen 
aground  four  or  five  niili  s  away,  several  being  on  their  broadsides. 
When  the  flood  inad(^  tlie  Admiral  seat  in  the  Intrrpid,  64,  Captain 
Edward  Prutten,  and  the  Medway,  60,  Captain  Charles  Proby, 
with  his  best  pilots,  as  far  as  titie  water  would  serve ;  and  ordered 
them  to  anchor  there.  Thqr  did  so  in  about  five  fathoms,  of  which 
tfaxee  fathoms  were  due  to  the  rise  of  the  tide.  The  enemy  was 
very  busy  in  lightening  his  ships,  and  in  hauling  and  towing  such  of 
them  as  could  be  moved  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Kiver  Charente  ; 
and  by  evening  some  of  the  French  men-of-war  had  been  got  thither. 
The  Briti'ih  frigates  did  what  tliey  could,  by  destroying  the  buoys 
which  they  had  laid  down  over  tlu  ir  jettisoned  guns  and  gear, 
to  prevent  the  ultimate  salving  of  the  merchant  vessels.  That  day 
150  Marines  were  put  ashore  on  Isle  d'Aix ;  and,  under  Captain 
Ewer,  they  destroyed  the  works  there  and  safely  re-embarked, 
l^wke  sailed  on  the  6th,  having  effectually  prevented  the  despatch 
of  supplies  to  America,  and,  it  may  be,  so  facilitated  the  conquest 
<^  Gape  Breton  and  its  dependencies. 

A  greater  continental  expedition,  consisting  of  two  squadrons 
nf  men-of-war,  and  about  14,000  troops,  under  Lieut. -General  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  was  prepared  somewhat  later  in  the  year. 
One  naval  squadron,  which  was  designed  to  directly  co-operate 


192 


MAJOIt  OFBBATIOirS,  1714-1762. 


[1768. 


with  the  amiy,  was  pntn7«^tof1  tn  Commodore  tlie  Hon.  liichard 
Howe.  The  other  sqiuuh-dn,  L-ftniposed  ol'  upwards  ol"  twenty  sail 
of  the  line,  was  commanded  l)y  Admiml  Lord  Anson,  having  under 
him  Admixal  Sir  Edward  Hanrice.  This  force  was  intended  to 
cmise  off  Brest  and  to  prevent  any  French  sqnadion  from  intra*- 
fering  with  tiie  operations  of  Howe  and  Marlborough.  As  on  some 
previoas  occasitmB^  the  main  object  of  the  projected  demonstration 
on  the  coast  of  France  was  to  divert  French  attention,  and,  by 
calling  oflf  troops  from  elsewhere,  to  assist  the  King  of  Prussia  and 
other  British  allien  on  shore;  bat  the  precise  destination  of  the 
armament  was  kept  very  secret. 

Howe's  squadron  cousitiLed  of  one  ship  of  the  hiu  ,  four  r)0's, 
ten  frigates,  five  sloops,  two  fireships,  and  two  bombs,  coavoyiug 
one  hundred  transports,  twenty  twders,  ten  storeshtps  and  ten 
cnttm;  together  with  a  number  of  flat-bottomed  boats,  which 
were  carried  on  board  the  ships,  and  which  were  to  be  used  for 
the  landing  of  troops.  On  May  27th  the  whole  armament  was 
assembled  at  Spithcad.  On  June  Isl  Anson  weighed  and  sailed 
to  the  westward ;  and  Howe  BOon  afterwards  made  sail  and  steered 
straight  across  the  Chfinnol. 

At  8  A.M.  on  June  '.^ud,  after  a  stormy  but  not  unfavourable 
night,  Howe  si^dited  Cape  La  liouguc.  The  French  were  quickly 
alarmed,  and,  from  his  course,  probably  formed  a  shrewd  guess  as 
to  his  destination.  The  tides,  and  the  frequent  calms  which  saper- 
▼ened,  compelled  the  British  to  anchor  repeatedly,  but  on  June  5th 
the  entire  force  stood  into  Cancale  Bay,  six  miles  east  of  6t.  Malo. 
At  11  A.1I.  tibe  Duke  of  ^larlborough  went  in  shore  in  a  cutter  to 
reconnoitre  and  was  fired  at.  By  2  p.m.  all  the  fleet  was  at  anchor, 
and  the  signal  was  made  for  the  ilat-l>ottomed  boats  to  be  hoisted 
out.  Howe  shifted  Ins  brtiad  pennanl  to  tbe  .S/zcrrss,  24,  Captain 
Paul  Henr\' Onrri',  niid  stood  in  with  tbe  liour,  'J4,  Captain  Benjamin 
CUve,  Fltiinhoruuijh,  28,  Captain  Edward  Jekyll,  and  JJilujenet  ,  16, 
Commander  Joseph  Eastwood,  to  silence  the  batteries,  clear  the 
beach,  and  cover  the  landing.  This  he  did,  and  tiim  signalled  for 
part  of  the  troops  to  dis^bark.  The  landmg  was  effected  in  good 
order  and  without  loss,  in  spite  of  some  musketry  fire  from  the 
oaemy  posted  on  a  hill  behind  Cancale.  These  sharpshooters,  how- 
ever, soon  fled  as  the  troops  advanced.  More  soldiers  were  after- 
wards landed,  and  before  dark  a  ]nr^p  force  was  ashore.  It  lay  on  its 
arms  for  the  uight.   The  rest  of  the  army,  with  the  guus  and  stores. 
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was  landed  on  the  6tb ;  and,  ;it  dawn  on  the  7th,  the  whole  of 
it  except  one  brigade,  that  of  Major-Genecal  the  Hon.  George 
Boscawen.  mtirchrd  away  in  two  cohxmns.  It  is  not  intt  iidf  d 
here  to  follow  the  nulitaiy  movements  on  shore :  it  is  only  necessary 
to  say  that  it  was  ultimately  considered  impractit  iMp  to  attempt 
St.  Malo,  and  that,  after  doing  a  great  deal  of  damage,  iLe  army 
returned  and  le-embarked  on  the  Ilth  and  12th.  The  loss  up  to 
that  time  had  not  been  more  than  thirty  killed  and  wounded. 

Owing  to  adverse  winds,  the  fleet  did  not  leave  Gancale  Bay  till 
June  2 1st;  and,  after  crossing  and  recrossing  the  Channel,  it  was 
on  the  '2<3th  close  in  with  Le  H&vre.  It  was  intended  to  effect  a 
landi!)<*  near  that  Xovm ;  but  the  enemy  was  found  to  be  well 
prepared.  On  the  *2^)th,  thcii  fuic,  the  fleet  bore  away  before 
the  wnnd  for  Ciierbuuig  and  anchored  two  miles  from  it.  The 
batteries  on  shore  fired,  doing,  however,  no  harm.  Preparations 
were  nouhde  for  a  descent ;  bat,  a  gale  springing  up  and  blowing  on 
shore,  there  was  a  very  great  surf,  and,  when  the  weather  grew 
worse,  the  fleet  was  in  considerable  danger.  The  crowded  condition 
of  the  ships  had  begun  to  brocd  sickness;  the  horses  on  board  were 
almost  star%nng  for  want  cf  f  ulder;  and,  as  nothing  was  to  be  gained 
by  waitinf^,  Howe  weighed  and  re-anchnrcd  at  Spithead  on  July  1st. 
The  army  was  imiuodiately  lauded  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  n  fivsh 
itself.  In  the  course  of  this  expedition  the  French  frigate  Gmrlandc, 
2*2,  was  taken  by  the  Renown,  'd'2.  Captain  George  Mackenzie,  assisted 
at  the  last  moment  by  the  Bochesier,  50,  CSsptain  Bobert  Duff. 

Some  of  the  troops  in.  the  Isle  of  Wight  were  sent  to  reinforce 
the  allied  army  in  Oermany ;  and  the  renuuning  part  of  the  military 
force  w.as  then  entrusted  to  Lieut.-General  Thomas  Bligh,  an  officer 
who,  though  he  had  rendered  good  .service,  was  then  too  old  for 
the  command.  The  srjnadroii,  havin;^'  refitted  and  been  strengthened 
by  the  arn\;il  of  tlie  Miint,i(/ii,  GU,  C;i)»l:nu  Joshua  Kowley,  again 
sailed  on  August  1st,  when  it  had  re-embarked  the  Iruup.s  ;  and  on 
August  6th  it  anchored  in  Cherbourg  Boad  and  was  again  fired  at 
from  the  shore.  The  defences  had  been  improved  since  the  previous 
visit  of  the  fleet,  and  many  troops  were  in  the  town.  Howe,  who 
had  with  him  Piiuoe  Edward,*  second  son  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 

'  II.!;. il.  IMwatxl  Au.niistuti.  Bom,  1739;  weut  to  sea,  1758;  CapUiin,  June  1  Itb, 
1759;  ctmUA  Duke  of  York  and  Albnoy,  1760{  Reftr-A<linir.tl  of  the  Biue^  1761; 
second  to  oommand  in  the  Cbannel,  with  Rowe  tm  his  ilag-ciptnin ;  Vi<!»*Admb*l 
of  the  Blue,  1762;  CommauiU'r-m-Chicf  hi  the  Meditcrrancau,  1763;  <iioJ  at  MoDDOO, 
Svptc-iiiUM  !  {th,  1707;  buried  io  Ueury  the  Seventh's  ChAjiel  at  Westuuuator. 

VOL.  in.  0 


Digitized  by  Gociglc 


194 


MAJOR  OPEBATIOm,  1714-1702. 


[175& 


Berving  as  a  inidsliipinan,  accompanied  General  Bligli  to  reconnoitre ; 
and  ari'iin^'cments  were  made  for  a  landing'.  Tlir  fit  <  t  moved  to 
Marais  Bav  v\\x\\  on  the  7th,  leaving  only  a  frigate  and  a  bomb 
before  the  town.  liowi  ,  whose  broad  pennant  Wfi.s  then  in  the 
Pallas,  UG,  Captain  Archibald  Cleveiuuii,  signalled  to  the  irigaies 
and  small  craft  to  cover  the  diaonbiirkatioii.  These  drove  off  the 
memj,  and  the  troops  were  pat  ashore  with  little  opposition.  All 
the  infantry  had  been  disembarked  by  the  evening.  On  the  dth 
the  cavalxy  and  artillery  followed,  and  a  march  was  began  on 
Cherbourg,  six  miles  to  the  eastward.  The  place  was  entered 
without  any  fighting,  the  enemy  v  t  i  from  the  forts  as  well 
as  froTn  the  town  at  the  approach  ol  llic  British.  By  the  15th,  the 
pier,  works,  magazines,  etc.,  liail  1k'<  n  (U  stroyed,  and  the  various 
vesselH  in  harbour  had  been  sunk,  burnt,  i>r  carried  off.  On  the 
itith  tlic  army  re-ciubaiked,  having  lost  but  twenty  killed  and 
thirty  woonded,  although  there  had  been  frequent  small  sidimishes. 
Cherbonrg  was  not  then  an  important  naval  station,  and  the 
destruction  of  its  harbour  was  a  blow  more  mortifying  than  smons 
to  the  French. 

The  fleet  sailed  on  August  17th,  and  on  the  19th  anchored  in 
Portliind  l^oad.  But  the  authorities  were  not  satisfied  with  what 
h:ul  lucn  (l(nu\  ind  a  continuation  of  the  operations  was  ordered. 
The  licet,  t!i<relore,  put  to  sea  again  on  August  Slst,  and  on 
September  3rd  anehored  in  the  Bay  of  8t.  Lunaire,  al'nut  six  miles 
west  of  St.  ^lalo.  On  the  following  day  the  army  lauded  and 
encamped.  On  the  5th,  Bligh  detached  a  small  force  to  hum  some 
shipping  at  St.  Brieuc ;  and,  on  the  same  day,  the  Commodore  and 
General  reconnoitred  the  bonk  of  the  Biver  Bance  to  see  if  St.  Malo 
could,  be  attacked  on  that  side.  As  the  west  bank  was  found  to  be 
well  fortified  and  held,  the  design  :i;j:iunst  the  town  was  ahandoned. 
On  tilt  dny  fnllnwing,  at  a  council  of  war,  the  Commodore  stated 
t1:,u  he  (111]  not  consider  it  safe  to  re-embark  the  troops  in  the  Bay 
oi  .St.  Lunaire,  as  the  bottom  was  rocky  and  llu-  weather  threritoned 
to  be  not  good  ;  and  he  i  mpressed  his  desire  to  remove  the  tieel  to 
the  Bay  of  St.  Cas,  and  to  embark  the  army  there. 

The  troops  therefore  marched  off  on  the  7th ;  but,  unfortunately, 
they  wasted  their  time  and  did  not  make  the  best  of  their  way. 
They  were  much  harassed  by  small  parties  of  the  enemy  in  woods 
and  hedges,  and  had  frequent  encounters  with  organised  bodies  of 
soldiers,  losing  men  continually.   On  the  night  of  the  9th,  the 
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General,  whose  intelligence  eerrice  seems  to  have  heen  almost 

non-existent,  leanit,  to  bis  surim'se,  of  the  presenc  e,  only  Ihi  t  o  miles 
from  him,  of  a  lar*;e  force  under  the  Due  d'Aif^uillon.  The  Bay 
of  St.  Cas  was  then  nu]y  four  find  a  half  milen  off;  and  an  ofRcrr 
was  sent  in  hnstp  to  Howe  to  infonn  him  that  tlir  army  would 
proceed  thither  as  ijuiekly  as  possible.  The  Cuiiiiuodore,  in  the 
early  luornixig,  made  as  good  a  disposition  of  bis  ships  as  time 
permitted,  in  order  to  cover  the  re-^faarkation.  In  the  meanwhile, 
the  retreat  had  begun,  but  it  was  9  p.m.  ere  the  h^ghts  above  the 
Bay  were  gained.  The  strange  enar  was  committed  of  re-embarking 
all  the  guns  and  horses  before  the  infantry.  Nevertheless,  by 
11  A.M.,  two-thirds  of  the  anuy  were  on  board.  At  about  that  time 
the  enemy's  cavalr}''  and  infantry  appeared,  and  opened  a  hatter^'  of 
gmis  on  those  who  remained  on  the  beach,  doin^  great  execution 
there  and  in  the  Imats.  (.radnally  the  French  descended  from  the 
hills ;  and  at  last,  uiier  a  desperate  struggle,  they  seized  the  village 
of  St.  Cas.  There  were  then  on  shore  only  about  seven  hundred 
Briti^  under  ]fajor-Ge(n«ral  Dury,  whose  dispositions  and  move» 
ments  were  excessiyely  rash.  At  length  the  French  got  close  up  to 
the  retiring  British,  whose  ammunition  was  then  ezhaiosted ;  uid  a 
rout  followed.  Part  plunged  into  the  sea,  part  sdzed  and  held  a  rock 
on  tbe  ri^it  of  the  Bay,  whence  many  wtTc  taken  off  by  the  boats ; 
but  tbe  majority  had  to  surrender.  The  army  lost,  in  killed, 
wouTitlnd.  or  taken  prisrmers,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two  officers 
and  men.  Of  tbe  naval  ofticers  who  were  Buperinieiidin^'  the 
embarkation.  Captains  Joshua  iiowley,  Jervis  Maplesden,  and 
William  Fasten,  and  Commander  John  Elphinstone  (1),  were  taken. 
The  further  naval  loss,  howev^,  was  but  eight  killed  and  seventera 
wounded. 

The  fleet  which,  under  Lord  Anson,  was  intended  to  cover  the 
operations  under  the  Tlun  Richard  Howe  and  General  Bligh.  cnn- 
sisted  of  twenty-two  sail  of  tbe  line  and  eight  frigates.  It  blockaded 
Brest  and  annoyed  the  enemy's  trade,  hut  rctiirncrl  ti  >  VlymoTith  on 
July  I'.lih,  without  havmg  encountered  the  I'n  nch.  Sir  Kdward 
liuwke  Iniiif^  ill,  his  place  was  taken  by  iJi  at  -  Admitu!  Charles 
Holmes.  The  lleet  went  back  to  its  staliua  on  July  li:iiul,  and 
in  August  it  was  joined  by  a  contingent  under  Vice-Admiral  Charles 
Saunders.  The  three  admirals  continued  to  cruise  until  the  middle 
of  September,  by  which  time  the  operations  against  the  French 
Channel  ports  had  been  concluded.   Anson  and  Holmes  returned 
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to  England,  leaving  Sanndors  to  blockade  Brest  and  to  endeavour 
to  intercept  the  French  squadron  vrhich  was  expected  from  Qnebec ; 
but  he  did  not  fiiJl  in  with  it,  and  himself  went  back  into  port  in 

the  mid  rile  of  December. 

In  17"/)  tlic  French  made  extraordinary  efforts  to  retrieve  their 
position  at  sea,  and  nnco  morp  resorted  to  the  old  expedient  of 
threatening  an  invasiDii,  clnetiy  with  a  view  to  crippliii",'  J-lritish 
activity  in  distant  parts  of  the  worid.  But  the  situation  of  Great 
Britain  was  then  in  every  respect  mach  stronger  than  in  1756, 
when  similar  tactics  had  been  tried ;  and  the  scheme  did  not  produce 
.  .^the  desired  restdts.  British  troops  were  sent  from  England  to  the 
V  /  Continent,  to  North  America,  and  to  the  West  Indies;  and  a  most 
\'  Xformiilable  expedition  was  organised  against  Canada ;  while,  on  the 
othrr  hand,  the  French  paid  so  much  attention  to  menacing  the 
J^ritish  ill  the  home  seas  that  they  ahnost  entirely  overlooked 
the  l>iisiuc.ss  of  pn>t('otin«j  their  own  dominions  uhrond. 

la  the  course  of  the  year  France  assembled  three  expeditionary 
forCM:  one  at  Yaames,  in  Brittany,  under  the  Doe  d'Aignillon, 
which  was  to  be  convoyed  to  Ireland  by  a  fleet  under  M.  de  Gonfians 
and  M.  de  La  Clue ;  one  on  the  coast  of  Normandy,  which  was  to  be 
despatched  from  Lie  H&vre  against  England;  and  tike  smallest  of 
the  three,  at  Dunquerque,  to  be  convoyed  to  Scotland  or  Ireland 
hv  M.  Thnrot  and  six  frij^'atcs  and  corvettes.  To  meet  these  and 
other  preparations  the  nnlitia  was  embodied,  und  tlie  following  dis- 
positions of  sliips  were  mndc.  Commodore  William  Boys  watched 
Duiiquerque;  Aduural  Thomas  Smith  (4)  *  and  Commodore  Sir  Piercy 
Brett  (1)  commanded  a  force  m  the  Dovms ;  Bear-Admiral  Greorge 
Biydges  Bodney  cruised  in  the  Channel)  and  kept  an  eye  on  the 
ports  of  Normandy;  and  Sir  Edward  Hawke  blockaded  Brest. 
Elsewhere,  BoBcawcn  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  Ivear* 
Admiral  Samuel  Cornish  went  with  reinforcements  to  the  East 
Indies  ;  the  squadron  on  tlio  Leeward  Islands'  station  was 
stren  en  helled  l»y  a  division  under  (_';q>t;iin  Knliert  1  lu;^lif.s  (2),  and 
by  troopfs  imder  Major-Geiitiral  lIi)pbou  ;  aud  Vice-Adiuiral  Charles 
Saunders  and  ^fajor-General  Wolfe  were  despatched  agiiinst  the 

*  TbomaM  Siuitb  was  called  by  tiie  Beanten  of  bis  day  "  lorn  o'  Ten  Tbuiuiaud," 
becAme,  while  first  limrtenant  of  the  Ootport^  ia  the  absenoe  of  the  eaptain,  be  compelled 
B  u  li  frizHte  in  PlytnoulU  Souud  to  lower  her  to|»MiU!!  l  y  v^  ^v  nf  mIiJ**.  For  tliis 
act  Ljeut«iiiuit  Siuitb  was  court-uiartlalled  and  diiimiitbcd  tlic  scnice,  but,  on  tb« 
foUowiDg  d»y,  both  restored  and  posted.  Captaio,  1730;  BeiuvAdmiiai,  1747;  Vic«- 
AAmirol,  1748 ;  pn^ent  of  the  court-martial  on  Bjmg;  Admiiiil,  1757 ;  died,  1762. 
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French  in  Canada.  The  operations  of  this  important  and  successful 
year  in  the  various  parts  of  the  world  may  now  be  foUowed  in 

greater  detai!. 

Ill  the  East  Iinlies,  Vice-Admiral  Pocock,  who  had  refitted  bis 
sijuadron  at  liombay,  sailed  for  the  coast  of  ( 'niMinaiidel  on 
April  7th,  endeavouring  to  get  tliither  in  advuuco  ol  the  i'lcncli 
fleet,  whidi  was  expected  back  from  Manritias.  He  sueceededin 
this  object,  and  then  cruised  to  intercept  the  enemy.  On  Jane  SOth 
he  was  joined  by  the  Gra/ton,  68,  and  SunderUmd,  60,  with  five 
East  Indiamen  foil  of  stores,  of  which  he  was  greatly  in  need.  On 
August  3rd  he  sailed  for  Pondicherry,  and,  during  the  rest  of  the 
month,  cruised  off  that  port,  but  could  learn  nothing  of  the  enemy, 
and  was  at  leTijjth  obliged  by  la«k  of  provisions  and  water  to 
proceed  to  Trincoujale.  He  sailed  again  thence  uti  September  1st, 
having  a  few  days  earlier  sent  the  East  India  Cuiupaiiy  s  tripnte, 
iitvciij/c,  to  cruise  ofif  Ceylon  and  to  keep  a  look-out  for  thi;  1  rench. 

M.  d*Adid  had  reached  Mauritius  in  September,  1758,  and  had 
there  found  a  rdnforcemoit  of  three  sail  of  the  line  and  several 
French  East  India  Company's  ships.  But  provisions  were  so 
scarce  that  he  had  to  send  one  of  the  men-of-war  and  eight  of  the 
Indiamen  to  South  Africa  tn  purchase  supplies.  These  reached 
Cape  Town  in  January,  1750,  and  returned  to  Mauritius  in  April 
and  May.  M.  d'Ache  was  thus  enabled  to  sail  on  July  ITtli  for 
BourlK)n  and  Madagascar,  to  pick  up  laiiher  stores,  ami  thence 
for  India.  He  reached  Batticaloa  in  Ceylon  on  August  HUth,  and, 
having  there  learnt  someihmg  of  the  movements  o£  the  British 
squadron,  sighted  it  off  Point  Pedara  ^  on  September  2nd.  EJs  force 
consisted  of  eleven  sail  of  the  line,  besides  two  frigates ;  that  of 
Vice-Admiral  Pocock,  of  only  nine  sail  of  the  line  and  one  frigate. 

On  that  same  day,  at  about  10  a.m.,  the  Revenge  signalled  to  the 
Vice-Admiral  that  she  saw  fifteen  *  sail  in  the  B0Uth-<  nst,  standing 
to  the  north-east.  These  were  the  enemy.  Pocock  signalled  for 
a  general  chase.  !ind  stood  towards  the  French  under  all  possible 
sail  ;  but,  the  wind  failing,  the  British  were  iniaMe  to  get  uj).  In 
spju^  of  his  great  suiieiiority,  d'Aelh'.  aii})areiilly  »iid  all  that  lay  in 
his  power  to  avoid  an  aciiuu,  although  Pocock  was  cciually  anxious 
to  provoke  one.  After  much  fruitless  manoeuvring  the  French  were 
lost  sight  of,  and  Pocock  then  stood  to  the  north  for  Pondicherry, 

'  CftU«<l  aUo  Foiot  PiUinyra.  It  is  the  N.E.  i>^>'uii  oi  C'ejiuu. 
'  It  doea  not  ajipear  that  there  were  really  more  tbaii  thirteen. 
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where  he  expn  ti  d  ti  >  fni<l  foe.  He  arrived  off  that  place  in  the 
early  mornin*^  of  tlie  8th,  but  saw  no  ships  in  the  roadstead.  At 
1  P.M.,  nevertholoss.  lie  ^ii'^btrd  the  riKnny's  fleet  to  the  south- 
east. He  was  tin  ii  st:Lndin«,'  to  the  northward  with  a  sea  breeze. 
On  the  niornin},'  ul  the  9th.  tlie  French  were  again  visible  ;  and 
at  2  r.M,,  the  wind  springing  up,  the  Vice-Admiral  once  more 
signalled  for  a  general  chase.  Two  honis  later  the  enemy  appeared 
to  have  formed  a  line  of  battle  abreast,  and  in  that  fonnation  bore 
down.   But  no  action  resulted. 

At  G  A.M.,  however,  on  September  10th,  the  Frrnch  bore  S.E. 
by  S.,  distant  eight  or  nine  miles,  sailing  in  hne  of  battle  ahead  on 
the  starboard  tark.  rncock,'  in  line  of  battle  abreast,  bore  down 
on  thcni  with  the  wind  ai>out  N.W.  by  W.  .A.t  10  a.m.  the  enemy 
wore,  aiul  ioruietl  a  hue  of  battle  ahead  <^a  ihe  larboard  tack ;  and 
an  hour  afterwards  Pocock  did  the  same,  the  Elizabeth  leading. 
The  action  was  begun  on  the  British  side  by  Bear-Adnural  Stevens, 
who,  in  the  Gra/Um,  attacked  the  Zodiaque,  The  tactics  of  the 
^y  present  no  features  of  special  interest;  and  the  action  is 
chiefly  remarkable  for  the  furj-  with  which  it  was  fought ;  for  the 
fact  tliat,  owing  to  various  defects,  two  of  the  British  ships  were 
able  to  take  only  a  very  insignificant  part  in  the  engngemcnt  :  and 
berauHp,  in  thi'  i  vciiiiiL:,  the  whole  of  the  superior  I  n  lu  ii  squadron 
bore  away  and  stood  to  the  S.S.E.  under  a  crowd  ot  bail.  Most 
of  the  British  ships  were  far  too  damaged  to  be  able  to  pursue ; 

'  OrdiT  of  li.ittle  (oil  tlic  ^l»rlxar<l  t.nck)  of  the  nritish  and  Fnuch  M|ludR)lift  in  the 
¥M»i  Indie*  in  the  action  of  Seiitenibor  lOih,  ITOii: — 
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and,  havinj;i[  ordered  the  Ih  vcuge  to  observe  the  motions  of  the 
Frpiirh.  Pocock  lay  to  on  thf*  larboard  tru'k  tn  riKildo  his  most 
sliiitiured  vt'fisels  to  repair  damaf;es.  Ai  <l;i\\a  on  September  ilth 
the  Frencii  were  seen  in  the  iS.S.E.,  about  twelve  miles  away, 
lying  to  on  the  larboard  tack,  the  wind  being  ftbont  west  On 
perceiving  the  British,  they  at  once  wore  and  brought  to  on  the 
other  tack,  and  so  continned  until  evening,  when  they  were  so  far 
off  that  they  were  ahnost  out  of  sight.  At  that  time,  the  wind 
veering  to  the  east,  Pocock  signalled  his  Bhips  to  wear,  and  stood 
under  easy  sail  to  the  south-west ;  the  Sttuderl'iitd  lowing  the  .V< 
castle,  the  Wnjmouth  the  Tiger,  and  the  EIi:'il>'  (h  tlic  Cionhcrland. 

The  loss  sustained  by  thf»  I'n  iich  m  the  eugageuient  was,  all 
tliin<,'-<  (MiiNidered,  enormous,  aniouiitinj.',  as  it  did,  to  nearly  1500 
killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  killed  were  the  captains  of  the 
Zodiaque  and  C«»la«r«,  and  among  the  wounded  was  d'Ach^  himself. 
The  French  made  for  Fondicherry.  The  loss  on  the  Briti^  side 
was  also  very  heavy,  being  569  killed  and  wounded,  including  184 
who  w^  either  killed  outright  or  died  of  their  wounds.  Among 
the  killed  was  Captain  Colin  Michie  of  the  Xrfmtsf!, ,  and  among 
the  wounded  were  Captain  Somerset  of  the  Cumberland  and  Captain 
Brcreton  of  tht>  'Ti'/f-r. 

On  September  loth  the  British  ancln ntd  in  tlie  Road  of 
Negn]>;itiuii ;  and,  having  hastily  completed  their  relitting,  Pocock 
sailed  with  his  ships  again  on  the  20th.  On  his  way  to  Madras  he 
had  to  pass  Fcmdicherry,  vfheace  the  French  weixi  lying ;  and,  un- 
willing to  pass  it  by  night,  or  to  do  anything  to  prevent  M.  d'Acb^ 
from  fighting  another  action,  he  so  arranged  matters  as  to  appear  off 
the  town  at  daybreak  on  September  27th.  There  he  lay  with  the 
wind  about  W.8.W.,  with  his  maintopsails  to  the  mast,  and  with 
l)ut  just  sufficient  steerage  way  on  his  ships  for  the  proper  main- 
tenanre  nf  \ho  line.  Thus  tbr-  Britisli  drifted  slowly  to  leeward,  yet 
not  until  I'ucnck  had  given  d'Acbe  the  fullest  possibb*  opportiuiity 
to  cuiiic  out  and  fight.  But  the  latter  had  nu  bucb  intention  ;  and, 
after  weigliing  and  making  a  few  meaningless  demonstrations,  he 
returned  to  port  and  there  announced  his  intention  of  sailing 
imiuediately  for  Mauritius.  He  carried  out  this  determination  on 
September  30th,  in  spite  of  the  anxious  remonstrances  of  the  shore 
authorities,  and  especially  of  M.  de  Lally.  His  principal  motive  for 
thus  acting  seems  t  bare  been  his  knowledge  that  Poeock  was 
about  to  be  reinforced  by  four  ships  of  the  line  from  England. 
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Pocock,  beiDg  short  of  water  and  stores,  and  with  ships  in 
bad  coudition,  returned  to  ^fadras,  where  he  anchored  on  Sop- 
teiuher  2Sth.  Thence  he  sailed  on  October  K'th  for  liombay, 
and  on  the  17th  fell  in  with  Hear- Admiral  Samuel  Coniish,  with 
three  ships  of  the  hnc,  one  50-guu  ship/  and  tiireti  East  Indianien, 
which  last,  and  the  troops  which  had  been  broaght  out  as  reinforce- 
ments, were  sent  on  to  Madias  eaooxted  by  the  Quemhorough,  They 
reached  that  place  on  October  27th.  Pocock  proceeded  to  Bombay, 
and,  after  making  varioua  dispositions,  sailed  on  April  7th,  1760,  for 
En<,dand  with  a  very  valuable  convoy,  arrivinj;  in  the  Downs  on 
Septem1x>r  *2-2nd  following.  He  left  behind  him  Eear-Admirala 
Stevens  and  Cornish. 

AllndinfT  to  this  last  action,  Mahan,  after  referring  to  the 
niuueijcal  superiority  of  the  French,  says: 

"The  friiilH  of  victory,  Imwcvpr,  were  with  the  \v«iker  lleet,  for  irAili<5  rctimifil  to 
romliclicrry  aud  theuce  8.-iilc^l  on  tlic  1st  of  \\\c  next  iiioiit}i  fur  the  ifelatxl.",  Iwiviji;; 
India  to  itii  fate.  From  that  thue  the  rcHult  wan  cert^tin.  TlieEo^ish  COt)tiniie«l  to 
receive  mnforceiuetits  from  liome,  while  the  Fremli  tlid  not;  tiie  men  opjosetl  to  Lalljr 
were  siijierior  in  ability;  jilace  after  j)l;>ro  fell,  and  in  Jauuarj-,  17G1,  rondicheriy 
itNeif  Mirren<iere«l,  surrounded  by  land  and  cut  off  ftom  theiieA.  This  WM  the  end  of 
French  jriwer  in  Inrlin ;  for  thouph  I'ondiiherry  and  other  puesctisions  w««  restored  At 
the  iie:ice,  tlie  Knjilish  tenure  there  wan  never  ai;ain  (ihalcen.  even  under  the  attack*  of 
the  skilful  and  luild  Sufi'reii,  who  twenty  year*  later  met  difllculties  as  jrreat  ai*  d'AcluV 
with  a  vigour  and  conduct  which  the  latter  at  a  more  hopeful  mouent  failed  to  ahow." " 

Vio»>Admiral  Pocock  was  deservedly  made  a  K.B.  for  his  services 
and  promoted  to  be  Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

Such  naval  successes  as  the  French  won  in  the  East  after  the 

departure  of  Pocock  were  confined  to  the  capture  of  the  East  India 
Company's  factory  at  GombnMm  in  tlic  Versian  Gulf,  and  the 
reduction  of  certain  British  settlements  in  Suiuatra.  These  successes 
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wore  inert  ly  raids,  without  influence  on  the  course  of  the  war  or  on 
the  future  of  Fraiico-liritibh  coniTiierciul  rivalry.  The  Dutch,  seeking 
tu  urofit  by  the  teniix)rary  difliculties  of  the  British,  nttcniptiM],  with 
seven  East  Indianien  and  sonu*  troops  from  Batavia,  to  sei/.e  Cljujsura 
on  the  (iranf^es,  but  were  checkiuaieii  by  the  energy  of  Colonel  Clive, 
Governor  of  Bengal,  and  by  the  gallantry  of  the  masters  of  several 
Btitisli  Bast  Indiamen,  who,  under  Wilson  of  the  Calcutta,  took  or 
drove  off  the  eneuiy  on  NoTemfaer  24th,  1759,  after  a  sharp  action. 
The  captured  Dutch  vessels  were  afterwards  returned  to  their  owners, 
oil  si  rill  ity  being  given  for  the  payment  of  £100,000  damages. 

The  British  force  on  the  Leeward  Xsiansl^'  station,  under  Connno- 
durc  John  Moor<\  was  strengthened  by  eight  ships  of  the  line  under 
(  apt nil  Koberi  Hughes  ('2),  and  by  troops  under  "Mrijor-Oeiicral 
Hop.M>ii,  in  order  that  the  force  iniirht  reduce  somet'l  the  I'ieuch 
Caribbee  Islands,  which  were  supposed  to  be  weakly  garrisoned.' 
The  troops  left  England  in  November,  1758,  under  convoy  of  Captain 
Hughes,  and  reached  Carlisle  Bay,  Barbados,  in  January,  1759. 
There  Commodore  Moore  was  met  with.  On  the  Idth  of  that  month 
the  wh(de  force  sailed  for  Martinique,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
I'tli  .  ntered  Fort  Royal  Bay.  On  the  nionn'ng  of  the  Kith  the 
JinstiiJ,  50,  Captain  Leslie,  and  the  liipon,  (50,  Captain  Jekyll, 
8il<!nc<Hl  and  occupied  a  foi't  on  Negro  I'oint.  Tlie  Wincht'sh  r,  50, 
Captain  Le  Cras,  Woohcich,  44,  Captain  Peter  Parker  (1),  and 
Hinhncli,  44,  Captain  Thomas  Lynn,  caiuionuded  tht  liatteries  in  the 
Bay  of  Cas  des  Navires,  vvhero  it  was  iutentled  to  disembark  troops. 

'  last  of  the  BriUidi  fleet  on  tlie  Idewwd  IiIaimIb'  ulation  under  Conitnodore  John 
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The  above  were  evcutually  juiiicd  by  the  Lattcuticr,  (ji),  Cuplaiii  iJoU-rt  Maun  (1^>, 
tlie  Emerald,  2^  and  the  Qriffoht  2B. 
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A  l!Uidiii<;  was  effected  at  nlirnit  4  v.yi.  under  Captains  ^folyneux 
Sluildliaia,  James  Gaiiihier  U  i,  uiul  Thomas  Itiirin  ti;  and,  bv  the 
followinfi;  inoniin;:^,  nearly  the  whole  army  was  a.'!.huie.  l^ut  against 
4400  British,  available  for  the  service,  there  were  at  least  10,000 
French,  including  their  militia;  and,  after  some  small  operations 
had  been  attempted,  GenenJ  Hopson,  despairing  of  success,  with* 
drew  his  troops  to  tiie  transports. 

The  expedition  then  proceeded  to  8t.  Pierre,  the  capital  of  the 
island.  Bat, on  his  arrival  off  that  place  on  the  19th,  the  Commodore 
did  nothing  except  send  in  the  Ripnn,  (50,  Captain  Jekyll,  to  attack 
some  batteries,  tlie  reduction  of  which  would  not  in  the  least  have 
influenced  the  general  fate  of  tin  ii^iand.  Jekyll  was  quite  un- 
supported ;  and,  having  fought  from  2  till  4. MO  r.M.  with  great 
gallantry  and  siluuccd  oue  batter}',  he  was  obliged  to  cut  his  cable 
and  tow  off.  The  position  of  tiie  Hipon  was  for  some  time  not 
unlike  that  of  the  FwmidaUe  onder  Captain  de  St.  Bon  at  the 
attack  on  Iiissa  in  1866.  She  narrowly  escaped  grounding,  and 
could  not  entirely  get  clear  till  ()  r.M.   Jel^ll  b^av(>d  magnificently. 

It  was  then  decided  to  abandon  the  attempt  on  Martinique,  and 
to  attack  Guudt  loupe  ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  'iOth  the  s(juadron 
sailed  to  the  north  ward.  By  nnon  (m  the  *J'ind  it  wa«  oft"  Basse 
Terre.  After  tlic  (own  had  been  lecuimoitred  and  a  council  of  war 
held,  it  was  deteriuuied  that  on  the  morning  ol  January  'I'Md  the 
citadel  and  vaiious  batteries  of  Basse  Terre  iibould  be  cannonaded 
and,  if  possible,  silenced,  by  the  Z<ion,  GO,  Captain  William 
Trelawney,  St,  George,  90,  Captain  Clarke  Gayton,  Norfolk^  74,  Cap- 
tain Bobert  Hughes  (2),  Cambridge,  80,  Captain  Thomas  Burnett, 
bearing  the  broad  pennant  of  Connnodore  Moore,  Panther^  60, 
Captain  Molyneux  Shuldham,  Burford,  70,  Captain  James  Gam- 
bier  il\  lieririck,  04,  Captain  William  Harman.  and  Itipoti,  OO, 
Captain  Edward  Jekyll.  The  last  named  cot  nL'rnnnd,  and  was 
again  in  the  LTeatest  danger,  until  ii  lu  vt*i  l>y  the  J.lrtf>tol  and 
liochiick.  At  ai>out  b  r.M.  the  eiiuiu)  "s  hie  was  silenced.  Neverthe- 
less, the  town  was  rather  wantonly  destroyed  on  the  following  day 
by  the  fire  of  the  four  bomb  ketches.  Indeed,  Commodore  Moore 
exerted  from  the  first  much  unnecessary  force.  He  might  have 
landed  his  troops  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  town,  and  so  captured 
the  place,  which  was  open  on  the  land  side  ;  but  he  preferred  the 
useless  and  risky  expedient  of  opposing  his  ships  to  forts.  In  the 
action,  however,  only  about  thirty  men  were  killed  and  about  sixty 
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'Wounded,  among  the  latter  being  Captain  Trelawney,  of  the  Lion. 
Commodore  Moore,  of  course,  fjained  his  ol)ject ;  and  on  the  "2  Ith 

the  army  was  put  ashore  and  lia<«e  Terre  and  Fort  Koyal  wen> 
occupied.  The  ndv:int;ij:e  was,  untorluiiately,  not  pressed;  and  the 
FrcTicli  i^'overuor  retiinl  the  mountainous  interior  of  the  island, 
and  was  there  able  to  make  a  most  courageous  stand  for  upwards  of 
time  mcmths. 

During  the  interval,  the  Commo<k»re  detached  the  Boebuck^  44, 
Captain  Lynn,  the  Wmeheiter^  SO,  Captain  Le  Crae,  the  Berwick,  64, 
Captain  Hannan,  the  Panther^  GO,  Captain  Bhuldham,  the  Wool- 
wich, 44,  Captain  Dering,  and  the  Henown,  32,  Captain  ^faeken/.ie, 
under  Captain  Harman;  and  tliis  force,  on  Fel)ruary  13th,  made 
itself  master  of  Port  Louis  oji  tlie  (Irrifide  Terre  side  of  the  islaTid. 
]>iu  the  f,nTorilla  warfare  and  comparative  inactivity  played  liavoc 
with  the  tioopH.  Thi  ic  were  great  niuiiljei-s  of  sick ;  and  many  of 
theui  had  to  bo  sent  to  Antigua,  On  February  27th  General  Hopsou 
died,  and  wae  Bucceeded  in  the  chief  militaiy  command  by  Major- 
General  the  Hon.  John  Barxingtcm.  This  oflSoer  was  beginning  to 
take  somewhat  more  energetic  measures  than  had  previously  been 
displayed,  when  the  anny  was  partially  deprived  of  the  assistance 
of  tlie  fleet  in  consequence  nf  t1ie  arrival  in  the  AVest  Indies  of 
M.  de  Bompart,  with  five  ships  of  the  line  and  three  large  frigates, 
containing  troops  intenrled  for  the  relief  of  the  French  islands. 
Commodore  Moore  felt  it  neeessaiy  to  proceed  to  Prince  T^iipprt's 
Bay  in  the  Island  of  Dominica,  so  that  lie  might  he  in  a  po.~.iiion  to 
watch  and  promjitly  follow  the  motions  of  the  euem}',  who  lay  in 
Great  Bay,  Fort  Koyal,  Martinique.  The  operations  on  shore  were 
thereafter  conducted  chiefly  by  the  army.  The  inevitable  capitula- 
tion was  signed  on  May  1st,  M.  de  Bompart  not  having  interfered. 
Nevertheless,  after  Guadeloupe  had  surrendered,  he  made  a  brief 
descent  Upon  the  island,  and  then,  learning  the  truth,  returned  to 
^fartinique.  Moore  heard  of  this  movement  of  the  Frendi  ^  lUiidrou, 
and  put  to  sea  in  senrrh  of  the  enemy ;  but  he  failed  to  tiiul  him, 
and  once  more  aociniied  m  I'nnce  liupert's  Bay.  After  the  capture 
of  Guadeloupe,  General  Barrington  summoned,  and  received  the 
siureuder  of,  !Marie  Galaute,  the  Saiiites.  La  Desirade  and  Petite 
Terre.  A  little  later  Moore,  reinforced  by  the  Raisonnabh,  O  l,  and 
the  Nassau,  64,  proceeded  to  Basse  Terre  Boad,  and,  on  June  25th, 
despatched  part  of  the  army  to  England  under  convoy  of  the 
Roebuck. 
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Their  inferiority  of  focce  prevented  the  French  from  attempting 
«nythin{^'  of  importance  n^ninst  either  the  British  fleet  or  the  British 
^'arrisons  in  the  West  Indies;  and,  as  no  French  fleet  put  to 
sea,  Moore  had  subsequently  to  contine  liimself  to  it  jut^sinL:  ilie 
enemy's  privateers  and  to  protecting  British  trade.  On  the  Jamaica 
station,  where  Vx:e-Admii»l  Cotm  still  commanded,  the  sHiaation 
was  very  similar;  and,  thoagb  nsefol  work  was  done  by  tiie  cruisers, 
no  event  of  importance  happened. 

In  North  America  the  plans  which  had  been  fonnolated  by  the 
Earl  of  Loudoan  during  his  conmiandcrship-in-(ddef  continued  to 
he  carried  out  after  his  supersession ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  these, 
four  considerable  expedition*?  wt-re  onterrd  npon  in  1751),  the  oltjnct 
of  all  being  the  ending  of  I'leiicli  rule  ui  Canada.  Three  of  tliese 
expeditions,  one  againRt  I'di  t  Niagara,  under  Britjadii  i -Gtneral 
Prideaux ;  one  against  the  French  settlements  on  Lake  Erie,  under 
Brigadier-Genfflriil  Stanwix ;  and  cme  lu^er  Major-General  Amhomt 
against  Crown  Point  and  Tioonderoga,  wnre  mainly  miliiaiy.  The 
fourth,  under  Vice-Admiral  Charles  Saunders  and  Major-G^eral 
Wolfe,  against  Quebec,  was  fully  as'  much  naval  as  miUtary.  All, 
however,  were  parts  of  a  single  scheme,  which  was  designed  to 
occupy  the  French  in  several  quartei-s  simultaneously,  and  so  to 
prevent  them  from  concontratint,'  their  full  '^trenpth  at  any  one 
point.  The  various  expeditions  wvw  int-  iulcti  ultiin;ittly  to  ji'^Mst 
one  anolhei  ;  but  that  all  the  schemes  did  iiui  acciuaiely  dovetail 
as  originally  intended  is  only  natural.  That  mistakes  should  be 
committed  and  timt  there  should  be  in  some  cases  lack  of  fore- 
sight and  of  due  preparation,  were  matters  of  course.  Yet,  in 
spite  of  local  insuccesses,  the  great  combined  undertaking  was 
in  its  results  triumphant,  thanks  largely  to  Saunders  and,  above 
all,  to  Wolfe. 

Prideaiix's  force  of  about  5000  men  started  on  May  '20th  from 
Sclu'uartndy  up  the  Mohawk  Biver,  and  so,  amid  great  ditticulties, 
to  Oswego  on  Lake  Ontario  ;  whence,  leaving  there  a  detachment, 
it  crossed  the  lake  and  reached  Niagara  on  July  Gth.  In  the 
operations  General  Prideaux  was  killed  by  accident,  and  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  the  Colonial  cobnel.  Sir  William  Johnson, 
Bart.,  who,  after  defeating  a  relieving  force  of  the  enemy,  received 
the  surrender  of  the  fort  on  July  25th.  Johnson,  being  short  of 
ammunition  and  supplies,  then  returned  to  Oswego,  where  he 
relinquished  his  command  to  Brigadier-General  Gage,  who  built  a 
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fort  there,  while  Captain  Joshua  Lorin<j,  Tl."N.,  superintended  the 
construction  of  two  lar^je  vessels  for  tlie  navigation  aud  conuuaud 
of  Lake  Ontnrio  and  the  Kiver  St.  Lawrence. 

The  expedition  under  General  Stanwix  was  completely  success- 
ful, bat  it  was  so  purely  a  military  one  that  there  is  no  need  to 
describe  its  opeiationB  here. 

The  expedition  under  General  Amherst  against  Crown  Point  and 
Ticonderoga  was  in  many  respects  a  large  and  powexfnl  one ;  yet  it 
should  ha\(!  included  a  great  numher  of  ship's  carpenters,  tmd 
quantities  of  supplies  for  the  creation  of  a  naval  force  ou  Lake 
Champlain.  This  provision  was,  however,  nv.  i  looked.  About 
June  1st,  the  army  was  MSRciiiMfd  at  Fort  IMward,  and  on 
June  11th  it  marched  to  tlic  Lanks  of  Lake  George.  Such  boats 
and  radcaux  as  could  be  builL  were  of  an  unsatisfactor}'  nature; 
but  at  length  a  motley  flotilla  was  collected,  and  the  army  embarked 
and  proceeded  down  the  Lake.  On  Jime  22nd  the  troops  landed 
near  the  Second  Narrows  uid  advanced  against  Ticond^ga,  which 
on  the  25th  was  evacnated  and  blown  up,  the  enemy  retiring  on 
Crown  Point.  The  boats  aud  radeaux  were  then  laboriously  got 
into  Lake  Champlain.  On  Augtist  Ist,  Amherst  learnt  that  Crown 
T^nint  had  born  abandoiu  rl  ;  and  on  the  4th  ho  occupied  it.  Heat 
oucf  set  to  work  t-'  endeavour  to  put  a  suitable  naval  foirc  <in  Lake 
Champlain,  so  tltat  he  might  be  able  to  pn  >s  uii  and  eltcct  a 
junction  wiiii  the  force  under  Wolfe.  IJui,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
preparations,  there  were  delays ;  and,  although  the  French  fon»  cm 
the  Lake  was  in  part  taken  or  destroyed,  the  approach  of  winter 
obliged  Amherst  at  the  ^d  of  October  to  cut  short  his  advance  and 
to  return  to  Crown  Point.  Thus,  both  Piideanz  and  Amherst,  who 
were  to  have  hdd  f(uth  helping  hands  to  Wolfe,  failed,  perhaps 
through  no  fault  of  their  own.  Only  Htanwix,  whose  object  was 
rather  diversion  than  actual  and  immediate  co-operatinn,  cr>nipieteiy 
garni  li  hi<;  end.  It  is  not  the  least  of  Wolfe's  nin  iis  tliat,  in  spite 
of  the  lack  of  (  xpt  cted  helj),  but  with  the  cordial  co-op^•^ation  of  th(! 
Navy,  he  brought  to  a  triumphant  conclusion  the  most  important 
and  diffictilt  expedition  of  the  four. 

Wolfe  had  with  him  ten  battalions  of  infantry,  three  companies 
of  grenadiers  and  some  companies  of  artillery  and  rangers,  about 
9200  men  in  all.  The  fleet,  which  was  to  convoy  and  support  the 
force,  was  under  Vice-Admiral  Charles  Saunders  and  Kear-Adniirals 
Philip  Durell  (1)  and  Charles  Holmes,  and  consisted  of  twenty  sail  of 
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tlif  liiu.',  tvvii  !itty--iin  «hi]>s  an<l  numerous  tiif^ah  >s  and  Kjiiall  emit.' 
I'art  of  this  Jicct  wub  alieii<ly  *>n  tlie  North  Anu'ricun  siauon  under 
Durell,  and  had  ^YiutL'red  at  Halifax.  As  soou  as  the  &eu«on  per- 
mitted, Dnrell  had  entered  the  Biver  St.  Lawrence,  and  on  May  23rd 
got  np  as  far  aa  Isle  Bic.  Holmes  went  out  from  England  to  . 
Halifax  eariy  in  the  year  1759  to  forward  preparations;  and  on 
Febraory  17th  Satinders  and  Wolfe  sailed  from  Spith«id.  The 
main  body  of  the  e.xpeditiou  was  ^'radually  assembled  at  Louisljourg 
in  the  ishmd  of  Cape  Breton  ;  and  there  it  was  joined  by  the  troops 
in  fjarrisoTi.  Cfn  June  1st  it  be<;an  to  leave  tlip  harlxnir  ;  and  on  thp 
'23rd  the  lleet  louud  liear-Adniiral  Pint  11  nrai  Isl,-  ('nudrt-s,  and 
obtained  from  him  some  French  pdots  whom  he  had  secured  by  a 
ruse.  Durell,  reinforced,  was  left  off  Isle  Coudres  to  bar  the  river, 
and  8annder8,  hoisting  his  flag  in  the  Stirling  Castle,  04,  Captain 
Michael  Everitt,  proceeded,  and  on  June  2Gth  anchored  off  Isle 
d*Orl£ans,  a  few  miles  below  Quebec. 

The  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  who  defended  the  city,  had  taken  all 
possible  i«eeautions,  and  had  removed  the  buoys  and  marks.  His 
main  anny  w'as  about  14,000  strong,  and  lay  at  Bfanport,  to  the 
iininpdintr  north-east  of  Quebec.  Detachments  of  it  were  posted 
down  the  river  at  pomts  wbcDce  it  watt  expected  that  the  advancing 
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British  coakl  ho  annoyotl.  He  had  also  thrown  up  stn)n<;  works  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  hetwetin  tlio  Kiver  St.  Charles  and  the 
F&Us  of  Montmorency,  and  had  armed  two  hulks  in  the  Kiver 
St.  Charles  to  <ifi<iid  the  coniiiiiinications  witli  the  army  and 
Quehec.  The  tiovurnor  of  the  i'ruvince,  Captain  de  Vaudieuil, 
was,  however,  a  naval  officer,  while  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  waB 
a  soldier ;  and  there  was  not  a  good  onderstanding  between  them. 
MontcBlm  prudently  desired  to  make  his  preparations  with  a  view 
to  the  necessity  of  a  retreat ;  but  de  Vaudreuil  maintained  that 
such  precautions  were  needless,  and  that  if  tlie  whole  French  force 
were  concentrated  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  the  worst  the 
British  couid  do  would  be  to  demohah  some  of  the  houses  in 
the  city. 

Ou  June  "JTth,  the  British  army  landed  on  Tale  d 'Orleans  and  the 
Freuch  defences  were  reconnoitred.  Towards  uighi  the  shipi>  were 
disposed  to  the  best  advanta<,'e,  and  meaBum  woe  taken  to  prevent 
damage  from  the  enemy's  fireshipe,  which  were  known  to  be  in 
readiness  higher  up.  A  certain  number  of  Marines  had  been  taken 
from  those  ships  which  had  been  left  at  Ide  Coudres  under  Duidl, 
and  these  were  distrihuted  throughout  the  fleet.  At  midnight  on 
June  'iSth,  the  French  sent  down  seven  fireships  and  two  fire  rafts ; 
hut  th(  y  w«'re  grappled  and  towed  clear  Ijv  the  activity  and  ♦^ood 
conduct  of  tlie  seaiJicM.  Yii  r- Admiral  Saundi  rs  then  decided  to 
move  some  of  Yw^  vl;.■^sels  into  the  open  space  t*!  water  immediately 
below  the  town,  known  as  the  Basin  of  Quebec ;  and,  to  afford  them 
some  protection,  he  induced  General  Wolfe  to  order  the  occupation 
of  Point  L^vis  by  Brigadier^General  Monckton.  The  enemy  tried 
to  dislodge  this  force  on  July  let  by  means  of  floating  batteries,  but 
in  vain.  The  batteries  were  driven  back  by  the  fire  of  the  Trent y  28, 
Ca[>i:iin  John  Lindsay.  Ultimately  some  large  ships  were  stationed 
a  little  hijiht?r  up  tiie  river.  Above  these  were  fri^'ates ;  and  again 
;ihov<'  theTn  nrmed  boats  rowed  fjuard  every  ni^ht.  Tli*'  f-nenij'' 
tlu  iv'upon  ordered  such  ships  as  he  had  up  to  Batisean,  sixty  miles 
above  ^)nebec,  but  kept  most  of  their  crew.s  in  the  city  to  assist  in 
workmg  the  guns.  Batteries  were  erected  ou  I'oint  Levis  to 
btHubard  Quebec,  and,  the  works  on  Isle  d'Orleans  having  been  com- 
pleted, Wolfe,  on  July  0th,  embarked  his  troops,  and  under  convoy 
of  the  Porcupinet  14,  Commander  John  Jervis,  and  the  Boscawen^ 
armed  ship,  16,  Commauder  Charles  Douglas,  effected  a  landing  on 
the  north  shore  of  the  river  below  the  fails  of  Montmorency. 


I 


208  UA^OR  OPSBATlOSrS,  1714-1762.  [1759. 

On  Jnlj'  IBth  the  Suthrrlainl ,  51),  (";i])t:i!n  John  Kous,  the 
Sijuarel,  '20,  Captain  George  ]  lainilloii,  Iw  n  armed  bloops,  and  two 
transports,  passed  the  town  wilhuut  loss,  and  gained  the  upper  livc-r. 
On  July  dlst,  supported  by  the  fire  of  the  Centurion,  50,  Captain 
William  Mantelli  an  attempt  was  made  to  land  troops  below  the 
enemy's  ^trenchments ;  but  the  force  had  to  be  drawn  off  to  the 
beach.  Some  ^OXtS  were  then  made  to  destroy  the  French  ships 
above  the  town  and  to  open  communication  with  General  Ainberst, 
who  was  suppof^nl  to  he  lulvancing  froni  Crown  Point.  The  Lorrr-i- 
foft,  '2H,  (  aptain  Joseph  Deane,  the  Hioitcr,  10,  Commander 
William  Adams  (2),  two  anned  sloops,  and  iwo  stnn  shi[is,  passed 
up  to  co-operate ;  but  it  was  fomid  that  the  force  couUl  not  be  got 
further  than  about  thirty  miles  above  Quebec. 

On  August  29th,  the  Seahonet  24»  Captain  James  8mith»  two 
more  armed  sloops,  and  two  more  storeships,  were  sent  past  the 
town  in  preparation  for  a  projected  attack  on  Quebec  from  the  west. 
Bear^Admiral  Holmes  took  command  of  the  flotilla  on  the  upper 
river.  On  the  night  of  September  4th,  all  the  flat-l>ottomed  boats 
and  many  vessels  passed  the  town  ;  and  as  many  trcx)ps  as  could  be 
spared  were  beiit  up  with  them.  On  the  evening  of  the  12th,  all  the 
boats  remaining  below  the  town  were  hlled  with  Marines ;  and  on 
the  following  morning  at  break  of  day  they  made  a  feint  of  landing 
on  the  northern  shore  below  the  city,  under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the 
frigates  and  sbope.  Troops  had  been  ah«ady  got  into  the  boats  on 
the  upper  river,  where  Wolfe  himself  then  was ;  and  in  the  Btarlight 
they  moved  still  further  up,  a  French  coips  under  M.  de  Bougain- 
ville '  marching  parallel  with  them  along  the  north  bank.  An  hour 
l^fon-  daylight  the  boats  turned  and  rowed  downi  at  great  speed, 
cuneiiL  and  ebbing  tide  being  both  in  ilieir  favour,  and  were  lollnwed 
by  the  ships.  The  whole  force  quite  outstripped  the  French,  who 
attempted  to  keep  up  with  it.  Just  as  day  was  bieaking  the  boats 
arrived  eastward  of  Sillery,  a  short  distance  above  Cape  Diamond, 
those  containing  the  light  infantry  failing  a  little  lower  down. 
There  the  attacking  force  disembarked  at  the  foot  of  a  woody 
precipice,  scaled  the  height,  and  dispersed  the  guard  on  the  summit ; 

'  LoiiU  Aiittiiiie  lie  lt«»iii;iiiiivi!li'.  Born,  17-'.';  lH'i;ai>  life  as  a  lawyer;  secretary 
to  the  Fronch  embossjr  in  London,  1755;  had  previou»iy,  in  1752,  been  elected  « 
Fellow  of  the  Boyal  Society  for  a  trefttise  on  the  integftal  celculus;  aide-de-camp  to 
Montcalm  in  Caii.ida;  finiii<k><l  a  Frcncli  colony  in  the  I' lild.n  i  Islanili*,  IIG'A ;  rin  uiiii- 
navigated  the  globe,  l<t><i-i>ti;  commaadeil  at  sea  during  tbe  war  ut'  Americaii  Hevolu- 
tfam;  Tica-admiral,  1791;  maide  a  aenator  by  Napoleon;  died,  1811. 
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and  pieBently  the  whole  army  was  pouring  up  the  steep  slopes,  and 
foniiinfr  on  the  top,  to  await  the  approach  of  the  main  body  of  the 
French,  who,  oiider  Montcahn,  were  seen  to  be  in  motion. 

The  action  beL,'au  early.  At  8  a.m.  the  sailors  drap»ed  up  a  f^m, 
which  was  most  useful.  By  10  the  battle  had  become  very  general, 
the  enemy  advancing  with  oomrage  to  ydthin  thirty  yards,  hat  tiien 
wavering  under  the  Brilaah  fixe,  and  being  followed  up  with  the 
bayonet.  It  was  at  that  time  tiiat  Wolfe,  at  the  head  of  the  Lonia- 
bonrg  Grenadiers,  reonved  a  seoond  woimd,  which  proved  mortal. 
The  Marquis  de  Montcalm  was  also  fatally  wounded.  After  .srjnie 
further  fighting,  the  French  retreated  to  the  city.  General  the 
Hon.  Georpe  Townshend,  who  succeeded  to  the  command,  fortified 
the  position  which  had  been  won.  Additional  ships  were  brought 
up;  and  batteries  were  being  erected  to  bombard  Quebec,  when,  on 
the  17tb,  the  enemy  offered  to  surrender.  The  Vice- Admiral  and 
General,  and  the  Fren<^  commandant,  signed  tiie  capitohiAion  cm  the 
morning  of  the  18th.  Later  in  the  day  the  uppw  town  waa  taken 
pooaeeaion  of  by  troops  under  Lient-Oolonel  Mmxay,  and  &e  lower 
town  by  seamen,  under  Captain  Hni^  Falliaer,  B.N.  The  Yice- 
Admirars  dispatches  wer  nt  to  England  by  Cuptain  James 
Douglas  (1),  of  the  Alcide,  who  waa  knighted  by  the  King,  and 
presented  with  f 500  wherewith  to  buy  a  sword.  Throughout  the 
British  dominions  a  pubbc  tbanks^'ivint:  was  ordered.  Wolfe's 
body  was  sent  home  in  the  Jini/dl  WiUium,  si.  and  a  mnnninent  to 
his  memory  was  erected  at  the  national  expense  in  Westminster 
Abbey. 

Sanndors  scoit  back  to  England  his  Itx^jex  ships  under  Holmea 
and  Dnidl,  and  followed  in  October,  leaving  Captain  Lord  Colville 
hi  oommand,  with  hia  own  ship  (the  Ncrihtmb^haid,  70),  the 
Aleidt,  64,  the  Trident,  64,  the  Pembroke,  GO,  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  60,  and  several  frigates,  in  North  America.  The  Race- 
horse,  bomb,  Commander  George  Miller  (1),  and  Porcupine^  14,  Com- 
mander John  Macartney,  were  left  to  winter  at  Quebec. 

After  the  British  fleet  had  retired,  the  French  ships  at  Batiscan 
also  fell  down  the  river,  waiting  at  Cape  liouge  for  a  fair  wind  to 
cany  them  past  the  batteries  of  Quebec.  On  Novembor  22nd,  three 
of  them,  the  merchuitmen  SoMl  Hoyai,  24,  8en«e(erret  24,  and  Due 
de  Frmeacp  24,  drove  adiore  in..a  gale  and  were  lost.  On  the  24tb, 
in  the  ni^^t  and  on  the  ebb,  the  rest  came  down  with  a  favouiable 
breeze ;  and,  idthongh  the  garrison  was  ready  for  them,  and  ev^ 
VOL.  ni.  p 
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pomible  gun  was  fired  at  them,  they  all  got  past  ^afdy  except  nne, 
another  merchnntman,  the  Elisa I"  fit ,  which  took  Iho  {ground  tn\  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  Her  cww  iiiadf  prepaiatioiis  for  blowing 
her  \ip,  and  then  with  the  assiKtaiicf  of  iht)  crews  oi  the  merchant- 
njeii  Muchuuil,  24,  and  Chhiiic,  2'2,  boarded  and  carried  a  British 
schooner  in  which  they  etscaped.  On  the  lollowmg  morning  Com- 
mander MiUer,  of  the  Racehorse,  vrent  on  board  the  EUeabeth,  and 
ordering  a  light  to  be  8track«  inadvertently  blew  up  the  ship  and 
destroyed  noost  of  his  party.  He  and  his  lieutenant  survived  to 
be  removed)  but  were  bo  feacfutly  injored  that  they  died  within  a 
few  days. 

The  campaign  was  a  most  snccesgful  one,  chiefly  because  the 
French  ha<l  made  but  faint  cflbrts  tn  (hvert  Bntish  attention  from 
the  main  objet  ts  wliieh  w(  re  kept  in  view  by  Mr.  Pitt.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Briiihh  would  not  allow  their  attention  to  be 
diverted  in  the  shghtest  degree.    Beatson  rightly  observes  that : — 

"  tind  M.  <!p  Bnitipiirt,  when  lie  fouiul  lie  could  ii<->'.  jirpvont  the  i^kun!  nf  'lu.iiieloiijio 
fruiu  falling  into  our  hauUs,  steered  tor  Mew  York  with  his  nt^uudron,  he  might  have 
nuMto  fluch  an  Impranion  tb«ra  w  xcwM  bave  obliged  G«nenl  Ambent  dtfa«r  to  come 
himself,  or  at  len'^t  tr,  make  such  a  detachment  from  his  army  sm  would  ])erhaj»  have 
diitablod  him  from  actiug  on  tlie  ufiensive  for  the  rouainder  uf  the  campaign.  From 
N«w  York,  M.  de  Botnpart  mighl  have  faoae  to  Halifax,  or  Rt.  Johii*a,  Newfoundland, 
or  l>oth.  An  nttack  mi  i-itlior  nf  these  jiliii  t.--  w.inti]  liavp  nVitii;^!  Aiiminil  SLUindcrB  to 
uiake  Buch  a  detacluuent  trom  bis  Aeet  iiH  might  have  greatly  dimini«hed  our  efforta 
befon  Quebeo,  and,  perbapa  in  tbe  «nd,  would  bave  proved  the  rain  of  the  enlcrpiriu ; 
while  Wrore  mich  i!«'irii  liiiu-iit  r.itiM  l.avt>  tK-m  aiiie  to  overtahe  M.  de  Bomi>art,  he 
might  have  done  bin  busiuesH,  an<i  sailoi  lor  KuroiH'." 

It  was  ci  course  inevitable^  when  France  was  straining  all  her 
resonroes  in  order  to  invade  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  when 
there  were  no  oonsid^able  British  forces  in  the  Mediterranean,  that 
she  shonld  endeavour  to  collect  as  large  a  naval  force  as  possible  at 
Toulon,  and  then  to  send  it  round  to  join  her  main  fleet  at  Brest. 
Vice-Admiral  Broderick  commaiided  in  the  Mediterranean.  Early 
m  the  spring  of  1759  his  small  squadron  was  reinforced  by  S(?veral 
ships  from  Enpland,  and  he  received,  and  was  able  to  cany  out, 
orders  to  watch  Toulon.  But  Bitt  was  not  content  with  merely 
reinforcing  the  Mediterranean  fleet.  On  April  14th,  Admiral  the 
Hon.  Edward  Boscawen,  with  three  more  sail  of  the  line  and  some 
frigates,  left  Spithead  to  take  over  for  a  time  the  chief  commend  on 
the  station,  and  on  April  27th  he  arrived  at  Gibraltar.  Thwe  he 
made  arrangemente  as  to  the  dispositions  of  cruisers  nad  c<mvoys; 
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and,  sailing  on  May  3rd,  join*  d  A  ice-Admiral  Broderick  off  Cape 
Sici6  on  May  16th,  and  assumed  the  command. 

The  French  squadron  prepared  at  Toulon  was  m  charge  of 
M.  de  La  Cluf;  and,  when  the  liritish  arrived  off  thf  ]inrt,  it  was 
almost  reatiy  for  sea.  The  French  were  carefully  blockaded,  or 
rather,  watched  with  a  view  to  preventing  thein  from  leaving 
without  being  detected  and  followed.  On  June  7th,  before  they 
att^pted  to  oome  out,  Boscawen  chased  two  French  frigates,  and 
drove  than  into  a  fortified  bay  near  Tonlon,  whither  on  the  8th,  he 
ordered  the  CiiUoden,  Conqueror  and  Jersc)/,  under  the  orders  of 
Captain  Smith  C  illis.  to  proceed,  and,  if  possible,  destroy  them. 
The  ships  were  gallantly  taken  in  ;  hut,  when  under  the  hatteries, 
they  were  becalmed  ;  and,  after  a  shni]»  two  hours'  engac^'f^nicnt,  they 
had  to  be  recalled  without  having  acLomphBhed  their  ohjt  ct.  'I'lie 
Cullodcn  lost  10  kiUe<l  and  26  wounded  :  the  Conqueror,  i  killed  and 
4  wonnded:  and  the  Jersey,  8  killed  and  15  wounded ;  and  all  the 
TesselB  were  badly  damaged  aloft. 

The  Adixkiral  continued  on  bis  station  until  he  was  compelled,  at 
the  beginning  of  July,  to  go  to  Gibraltar  for  provisions  and  n^airs. 
Prefen-ing  Salou  *  for  watering  purposes,  he  put  in  there  on  the  8th, 
remaining  until  the  24th  ;  and  thus  he  only  reached  Gibraltar  on 
AnguRt  Ith.  Meanwhile  he  ordered  tlie  //;»/  ,  24,  Captain  James 
Baker,  to  cruise  off  Malaga,  and  the  (iihrnltur,  '24,  Captain 
William  M'Cleverty,  to  cruistj  between  Estepona  aaid  Ceuta  to  keep 
watch  for  the  enemy.  On  August  ITth  the  latter  descried  the 
X^eneh  fleet,  consisting  of  ten  sail  of  the  line,  two  fifty-gun  ships 
and  three  frigates,  dose  in  under  the  Barbary  shcwe.  Captain 
M'Clererty  made  at  onoe  for  Gibraltar,  and  arrived  off  Europa  Point 
at  7.90  P.M.,  when  he  signalled  the  force  and  situation  of  the  enemy 
to  the  Admiral,  who  sent  off  an  ofScer  to  the  Gibraltar,  ordering 
Ynst  to  keep  sight  of  the  foe  and  from  time  to  time  to  signal  to  him 
accordingly.  The  Jiritish  squadron  was  not  ipiite  ready  for  sen,  and 
Boseawen's  flag-ship,  the  Namur,  in  particular,  had  not  so  much  as 
a  single  sail  bent.  Still,  a  little  before  10  p.m.,  tlie  whole  fleet,  of 
thirteen  sail  of  the  hne  and  two  fifty -gun  ships  besides  frigates,  was 
out  of  Hie  bay. 

Owing  to  the  haste  in  which  they  had  gone  out,  and  to  the 
Admiral,  after  leaving  harbour,  carrying  a  press  of  sail  to  the 
westward,  the  ships  were»  cm  the  following  morning,  in  two  well 
^  A  f«ir  mUiM  KNith-wcatof  TimgoiM.  • 
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delint'd  divisions.  The  War.<ipif€,  CitUoden,  SwiftsKir,  Jtdnpid, 
Aimnca,  Porthmd,  and  Guernsey,  which  luul  lain  at  aiu  lior  near  the 
Namur  and  had  jitit  to  sea  along  with  her,  were  still  with  her. 
Vice-Admiral  Bioderick,  in  the  Prince,  with  the  rest  o£  ihe 
squadron,  was  many  miles  astern.  At  7  A.U.  on  the  18th,'  the 
advanced  division  sighted  the  enemy  to  the  westward.  Thero  were 
then  visible  only  seven  sail,  and  it  afterwards  proved  that  the  rest 
had  gone,  without  orders,  into  Cadis  during  the  night.  De  La  Glue 
first  thon^^t  that  the  diipe  coming  up  behind  him  were  his  own 
missing  vessels ;  but  he  was  disabused  when  Boscaweu  si^nalk  d  a 
general  chase  to  the  N.W.  At  9  .\.M.  the  British  Admiral  ordered 
his  sternino.st  ships  to  make  moi-e  sail.  This  soon  had  the  etTect  of 
bnngmg  up  the  Yice-Admiral's  division,  which  enjoyed  a  tine  easterly 

'  Brititili  and  French  tleeth  off  Gibraltar  in  August,  1769:  iixUcating,  the  order  in 

which  the  advanced  Biitisli  h]n\>«.  got  intu  action  on  AugusI  IBth;  tb«  loM  raffwBil  bjr 
each  ill  the  action ;  and  the  fate  of  the  French  shi^. 
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breeze,  while  the  enemy  had  barely  enough  wind  to  give  them 
steerage  way.  Thus  the  British  gained  on  the  chase  tiU,  at  about 
1.25  P.M.,  BoscawPii  si<rnallfd  to  enprafre 

At  1.30  P.M.  the  enemy  began  to  fire  at  the  headmost  British 
ships  as  they  carae  up ;  and  since  Admiral  P>osc;uven  perceived  that 
the  French  intended  to  make  oil  aa  soou  as  the  breeze  should  reach 
^em,  he  naturally  desired  that  the  most  advaoMd  Blups  of  his  fleet 
should  push  on  and  attack  the  enemy's  van,  to  stop  their  flight  until 
his  rsnuuning  ships  oonld  get  up.  He  th^wfore  ordei»d  the  America 
and  Guernsey  to  make  moie  sail.  At  about  2.30  p.u.  the  Cidloden 
h^Box  to  fire  on  the  Ceutaure,  the  rear  ship  of  the  enemy;  and,  very 
soon  afterwards,  the  Amfirica,  Portland,  Guenisey  and  Warspite  got 
into  action.  The  wind  Imd  hy  that  time  dropped  nlto^rothcr,  so  far 
as  the  ships  which  were  in  action  were  concerned,  'i'be  Briiibh  rear 
divj.sion,  however,  still  had  a  breeze,  and  was  thus  able  to  get  up  in 
time  tahave  a  share  in  the  victorj'. 

BoBoawen,  himself,  in  the  Namur^  was  in  action  with  the  stem- 
most  ships  of  the  enemy  at  abont  4  o'clock.  The  Swifteure  and 
Intrepid  were  at  that  tune  to  windward  of  him ;  and,  hailing  the 
fanner,  he  ordered  her  to  push  on  for  the  enemy's  van  ship.  By 
about  4.30  p.m.,  the  Namur  was  close  a](>n<>:side  the  Ocean;  and, 
when  the  two  had  been  engaged  for  about  half  an-hour,  the  Namur, 
having  lost  ber  mizenmast  and  both  topsail  yards,  was  disabled,  and 
fell  astern.  De  La  Clue  made  every  effort  to  take  full  advantage  of 
this  lui.sfurtune  to  the  British  flagship.  Each  of  his  vessels,  e.xcept 
the  Centaure,  set  all  possible  sail  to  get  away ;  but  the  Ccntaurc  had 
been  engaged  by  every  ship  as  she  came  up,  and  had  stood  the  brunt 
of  the  fight.  At  last,  her  fore  and  main  topmasts  had  fallen ;  and 
she  was  so  greatly  damaged  in  eveiy  respect  that  she  had  no  alter> 
native  but  to  atril^. 

The  misfortune  to  the  British  flagship  did  not  affect  the  energy 
and  activity  of  the  British  Admiral,  who  ordered  out  his  barge  and 
was  rowed  at  once  to  the  Nnrrrrk,  and  tiiere  hoisted  his  flnj!.  I>ut, 
by  that  time,  the  battle  proper  liad  almost  ceased,  and  the  pui-suit 
had  begun.  Boscawen  continued  it  during  the  whole  night.  Though 
there  was  a  fine  breeze,  there  was  also  a  shght  haze;  and,  under 
cover  of  this,  two  of  the  French  ships,  the  Sauverain  and  Guerrier, 
altered  their  course  in  the  darkness  and  so  escaped.  Thus,  at  day- 
light on  the  19th  only  four  sail  of  the  enemy  were  to  be  seen.  The 
British  were  about  three  miles  astern  of  th^,  and  about  fifteen 
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miles  from  Lagos.  Once  more  the  wind  liad  almost  died  away.  At 
about  '.)  o'clock  the  OaUui  ran  aiuoi/j^  the  breakers,  and  the  three 
other  ships  anchored  under  the  Portuguese  batteries.  Boscavven 
thereupon  seut  the  Intrepid  and  America  to  destroy  the  Oeian, 
which*  in  taking  the  ground,  had  earned  away  all  her  masts. 
Captain  Pratten  had  uichored ;  and  he  fitiled  to  carry  out  the  order ; 
bat  Captain  Eirlce,  taking  in  the  Ameriea  very  close,  discharged  a 
few  guiiH  into  the  enemy  at  point-blank  ia(i;^r,  iiiul  ol.li  jcd  her  to 
strike.  ^1.  de  La  Clue,  wlio  had  one  leg  broken  and  ilu  other 
injured,  nm}  who  eventually  died  of  liis  woundB  at  Lagos,  had  Iwen 
lauded  aliout  hall-nn-hour  previously.  Captain  Turke  took  posse.ssiou 
of  the  Fi  t  ncli  fliigbhip;  and  having  removed  suchoflicers  and  men  as 
were  found  in  her,  he  set  her  on  fire,  deeming  it  impossible  to  bring 
her  <M.  The  Warspite  was  ordered  in  against  the  Timimin^  74, 
and  succeeded  in  bringiiig  her  out  very  little  damaged.  Vice-Admiral 
Broderick's  division  went  against  the  remaining  two  ships,  and, 
after  aboat  half-an-honr*s  action,  captured  the  Modestet  64.  The 
Rctlou table,  74,  having  been  abandoned,  and  being  found  to  be 
bulged,  was  burnt.  In  this  action  the  enemy's  loss  was  very  severe 
in  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  Ccntanrc  alone,  about  '20t)  were 
killed.  The  loss  of  the  British,  on  the  other  band,  was  very  small, 
amounting  only  to  ■)(;  killed  and  1%  wounded.* 

"Tlie  Britbb,"  sayt!  Ikatiiua,  "aa  well  ait  tlie  French  Admiral,  was  uot  quite  well 
plmwd  with  the  behaviour  of  his  captdne,  some  of  whom,  he  thoaght,  did  not  make 

sail  enoii'Tli  to  -^i-t  u]i  with  tlic  van  oi  \\w  i-iiemy'ts  Ikfl,  wln'oli  tlie  .\iliniral  wiiilitii  tlit-v 
sliuuki  attack,  it)  order  to  ruUird  their  Highl  until  the  reiil  ol'  the  itquadrun  Hliuuid  be 
able  to  join  in  the  action.  Others,  through  mismanagement,  he  thought,  had  allowed 
tbt'ir  oliips  to  fil!  to  leewanl,  after  tla-y  had  ftigagf'l  (he  i-neiiiy  some  time,  and  there- 
fore could  uut  pro^iorly  get  ioiu  octiuu  again.  But  great  alluwaiioe  uught  to  be  inaue 
for  this,  for  just  as  the  British  ehipe  came  up  with  the  eneroy*e  rear,  the  wind  died 
away.  They  attfir  ko-!  t!i.  enemy  on  the  Ie«  bide,  in  onli  r  tli;it  they  iui>;ht  W  able  to 
open  their  luwcr  \j>nif;  mnie  uf  the  nhipa  carrying  tbeiu  very  low.  Another  retuM^u  why 
aooie  of  the  British  sbifw  fell  so  much  to  leewanl  was  that  the  French  Admiral,  on 
j>crceiviti]i  Admiral  Buticawen  iii  tlic  X^llnur,  and  sofnc  bliii>s  :»rv4  with  him,  i>ressiiii: 
forward  to  attack  hie  van  and  centre,  made  his  tleet  lutl  np  at«  much  an  they  (lOcMtibly 
could,  so  as  to  form  »  sort  of  crement;  by  which  position  the  whole  of  his  ships  in 
their  van  and  centre  were  enabled  by  thc5r  fif' .  not  o  ily  to  ;i>>i>t  the  re;ir,  but  eacli 
other,  in  their  eudeavuurii  to  re|)el  the  attack,  wliicli  tiiey  lo«>ked  for  every  uiouieiit 
from  the  British  Admiral.  By  this  toanosnvre  of  de  La  duc^s,  such  of  our  ships  as 
fif-t  L,''  f  n]i  \sifli  tin-  cnemyV  rear,  and  to  leewanl  of  their  line,  were  thrown  out  of 
action;  while,  tor  want  of  bufiicieut  breeze  of  wind,  they  could  uot  get  into  it  again. 
The  Portfan^  having  lost  her  foretopnuwt,  droi^  astern.  The  Intrepid  was  to  wiud- 
wnr  l  nf  tlx'  Smmir;  she  Hd  not  bear  down  close  euongb,  but  kept  aloof,  and  fired  at 
the  enemy  acrupf  the  other  fchii*."* 
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Boscawen,  who  said  ot  the  battle,  "  It  i«  well  but  it  might  have 
been  a  gieat  deal  better,"  presently  reboistvd  lii»  lla}^  in  the  Xamur, 
and  despatched  Captain  Matthew  Buckle,  in  the  Gibraltar,  to 
England  with  dispatches.  Buckle  was  graciously  received  by  the 
King,  and  presented  with  j£500  to  buy  a  sword.  The  Admiral 
himself,  as  soon  as  his  fleet  had  repaired  damages,  returned,  in 
accordance  with  his  instmctions,  to  England,  taking  with  him  the 
Namur,  Warspite,  Stci/fsitre,  Intrepid,  America  and  Portland,  the 
Salamander  and  JEtna  fire-ships,  and  the  prizes  Tih/icraire  and 
}fnffrsfr.  These  were  aft*  rw.irds  followed  by  the  Edqar,  Princcus 
Li'ii'S'i,  and  the  prize  Centaure.  Vice-Adiuiral  Broiinick,  who 
remanjed  in  the  Straits,  blockaded  Cadii^,  m  which  still  lay  that  part 
of  the  French  Bc^uadron  which  had  token  refuge  there. 

Boecawen's  rewards  were  a  membership  of  the  Privy  Gomicil 
and  a  graeralship  in  the  Marines.  Captains  Bentley,  of  the  War^ 
BpiUt  and  Stanhope,  of  the  SwiftsuTtf  were  knighted  for  their  share 
in  the  action;  and  the  three  prizes  were  purchased,  and  added  to 
the  Navy  under  their  French  names. 

Brodorick  blockmlnl  VmWz  very  closoly  ;  iuit.  on  November  9th, 
he  was  driven  from  his  station  by  a  storm,  and  was  obli^jfd  to  send 
his  flai;ship  to  Gibraltar  to  refit,  and  to  hoist  his  flag  on  bf)ard  the 
Conqueror.  The  Newark  and  Ctdloden  had  to  cut  away  all  their 
masts,  and  run  for  port.  Betuming  off  Cadiz,  Broderick  continued 
the  blockade  as  before ;  but  the  enemy,  though  by  that  time  8Uperi(Mr 
in  strength,  declined  to  come  out  and  offer  him  battle.  The  Yice- 
Admixal  being  a  second  time  driven  from  his  station  by  a  storm,  the 
French  at  length  ventured  forth,  and  were  happy  enough  to  get 
safely  back  to  Toulon. 

Bear-Admiral  George  Brydges  Rodney  was  sent  in  the  summer 
with  a  light  squadron,*  con'^i«ting  of  one  ship  of  tlif  line,  fmir  fifty- 
gun  ships,  five  frigates,  a  «loop  and  six  bomb  ketclies,  to  eiiik;iv('Ur 
to  dcblfoy  the  flat-bottonied  boats,  and  the  supplies  which  had  been 

'  S<|H!ulroii  iiiuler  IJnar-Adiiiiral  I{>Hluey  in  tlie  Cli  ui!!' 17*>'':  Acfiilh-<,  fiO,  IJear- 
AciiiiiniH k>«>rge  Bryilgt*  Itodiiey,  Cii|>taiti  tl>p  Hon.  Saiim«,l  Ikmin^tdn;  L'huthain,  ii^), 
C.ijttaiii  .lohn  Lorkliart;  Dept/ord,  .'»(),  Caiitain  Julm  Hitllwcll;  hin,  oO,  Captain 
Edvvani  Wliceler;  Nori'i/h,  '>i\  ("niilnhi  'toor-ic  Darby;  //nV/i'iH^,  ;'.<>,  ('a]>taiu  Jlyde 
Parker  (1) ;  Juno,  3(5,  Captiuu  lltniy  Joint  i'liili|Mi ;  \'esfai,  'M,  Captain  Samuel  Ho<xl  (1 ); 
ItormA,  28,  Cftptaiu  Hon.  Robert  Iloyle;  t'uirorn,  2H,  Captain  Tlionias  (irnves  (2); 
MV '/■,  10,  Coinntanticr  Hugh  Bronic<lL'<- :  Fnniitrt;  \M>tu\>,  ConHiiantier  Jonatlian 
Faiiiknor  (1);  Firfdnih;  Injinb,  Coniniauai,!  JaniOh  ( >rrok ;  B<i»ili*k,  lionib,  Com- 
maoder  John  Clarke  (I):  Mortar,  Ixxnb,  C><nnnati<k*r  Josopii  Hunt;  OtrmM,  boHll), 
Oommfttider  Charles  luglit  (1);  and  BUutt  bomb,  Commauder  Thomaa  Willis. 
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collected  at  Le  HAvre  for  the  projected  invasion  of  En^'laud.  Sailing 
froiu  St.  Helen's  on  July  2nd,  1759,  he  anchored  on  the  3rd  in  the 
Boad  of  Le  H4vre,  and  stationed  his  bomhs  in  the  channel  leading 
to  Honflenr.  These  threw  BheUs  into  the  town,  magazixies,  and 
boats  for  fifty  consecutive  hours,  sad  did  inomenae  damage,  without 
leceiying  any  injury  worth  mentioning.  Bodney,  with  some  of  his 
frigates,  remained  off  the  port  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  and  eaptured 
numerous  prizes. 

Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hawko  sailed  in  June,  with  a  fleet  of 
twenty-five  sail  of  the  line  and  many  frigates,  to  blockade  or,  more 
Strictly,  to  observe  the  enemy  in  Brest.  He  cruised  some  leagucB  at 
sea,  leaviug  an  inshore  squadron  of  his  li^tw  ships,  undw  Gf^tain 
the  Hon.  Augustus  John  Hervey,  of  the  Mmmoutht  64,  dose  off  the 
port.  He  also  detached  Commodore  John  Beynolds(l),  in  the 
Fim,  iK),  with  a  small  squadron,  to  watch  the  French  transports 
which  had  assembled  in  the  river  Morbihan  in  preparation  for  the 
invasion  of  Ireland.  When  at  length  the  Firm  became  very  foul  and 
had  to  Efo  home  to  refit,  slie  was  relieved  by  the  liochester.  Commo- 
dore iiobert  Duff.  In  tlu;  conrso  of  the  blockade  the  Achilles,  00, 
Captain  the  Hon.  Samuel  Barrington,  also  liad  to  go  home,  having 
run  on  a  rock  when  in  pursuit  of  some  French  vessels.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that,  during  part  of  the  summer.  Prince  Edward 
Augustus,  afterwards  Duke  of  York,  again  served  as  a  midshipman, 
with  Captain  Lord  Howe,  in  the  Magnanime,  74. 

Numerous  brushes  with  the  enemy  reheved  the  tedium  of  the 
blockade.  On  one  occasion  the  French  sent  out  four  ships  of  the 
line  to  attack  the  inshore  squadron  ;  but  Herv'ey,  instead  of  retiring, 
went  to  meet  them;  and,  tlu'  fleet  making  as  it  to  support  him,  the 
French  wiihdrew.  The  nitention  had  been  that,  if  Heivey  liad 
drawn  off  and  left  the  coast  clear,  the  four  ships  of  the  line  diould 
have  gained  the  mouth  of  the  Morbihan,  crushed  Duff,  and  then 
escorted  the  French  invasion  of  Ireland.  Hervey  and  the  inshore 
squadron  continued  vary  active,  and  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy, 
until  in  October  the  Monmouth^  which  had  become  vecy  lealgr,  had 
to  return  to  England. 

The  approach  of  the  season  of  bad  weatlier  seemed  to  afford  the 
French  better  opportunities  for  putting  iut*>  e.xecution  their  scheme 
of  invasion,  it  being  impossible,  in  those  days,  for  a  blockadmg 
squadron,  no  mattw  how  strong  or  how  ably  commanded,  to  always 
maintain  its  position  during  the  autunm  and  winter.  A  violent  gale 
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of  wind,  in  fact,  forced  Hawke  from  his  station  on  November  9t3i, 

and  oblip(  <1  him  to  put  into  Torbay.  This  stonn  proved  the  salva- 
tion of  M.  de  Boiupart,  who,  with  his  squadron,  was  returning  from 
the  West  Indies,  and  who  must  otherwise  have  been  snapped  np  by 
the  British  fleet.  ^Fost  of  the  men  of  his  ships  were  turned  over  to 
the  fleet  under  M.  de  Conflans,  who  learnt  by  the  arnval  of  M,  de 
Bompart  that  the  Britidi  had  been  dnvem  firom  off  the  port. 

With  the  hope  of  being  able  to  effect  something  against  Commo> 
dora  Doff,  de  Conflans  put  to  sea  on  November  14th.  Hawke  on  the 
same  day  got  under  way  from  Torbay,  and  on  the  15th  was  in- 
formed by  Captain  Williain  M'Cleverty,  of  the  Gibraltar  (tibe  same 
who  three  months  earlier  had  warned  Boscawcn  of  the  approach  of 
M.  dc  La  Cine),  tlmt  the  Brest  fleet  had  sailed,  and  that  it  had  been 
seeu  tweuty-four  lea^^ius  X.W.  of  Belle  Isle,  stecrin*:  S.E.  Hawke, 
with  strategical  iniiution,  made  for  Quiberua  Buy  with  all  possible 
sail,  nghily  judging  that  the  Femch  would  take  advantage  of  their 
brief  liberty  in  order  to  make  for  that  nei^bourhood,  so  as  to  free 
the  transports  which  were  blockaded  by  Doff  in  the  Morbihan.  Bnt 
he  was  unable  to  proceed  with  the  speed  he  desired.  Wind  from 
the  S.  by  £.  and  S.  drove  him  considerably  to  the  westward  and 
delayed  him.  On  the  \dth,  however,  the  wind  l)ecame  fair;  and,  on 
that  day,  Hawke  ordered  the  frigates  Mai(htv<i)r  and  C nrfnfnf  ahead 
of  the  fleet,  one  on  the  starboard  and  the  ulher  on  tlie  larboard  bow. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  'iUth  he  also  ordered  the  Mayiianiim 
ahead  to  make  the  land. 

The  contraiy  wind  which  had  baffled  Hawke  also  retarded 
de  ConjBans,  and  was  instrumental  in  saving  Duff,  who  received  his 
first  news  that  the  Brest  fleet  had  put  tO  sea  by  Captain  Gamaliel 
Nightingale,  of  the  V<n<jt  auce,  on  the  morning  of  the  '20th.  Kight- 
in<,'iilo  on  entering  the  bay  had  fut  d  ^-niis  tn  alarm  the  Commodore. 
Dud  realised  at  once  tlie  iiani;er  tliat  was  upun  him,  and  immediately 
made  the  si<jnal  for  Iuk  ships  lu  cut  their  cables.  In  a  few  minutes 
they  were  all  uuder  way.  He  attempted  to  take  them  out  to  sea 
round  the  north  end  of  Belle  Isle,  but,  the  wind  shifting,  the 
BelUqueuae,  64,  Captain  Thomas  Saumarez,  was  the  only  one  which 
escaped  by  that  passage.  She  was  not  able  to  rejoin  until  three 
days  after  the  battle.  Duff  then  tried  to  escape  by  the  south  end  of 
the  island ;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  was  obser\ed  by  de  Conflans,  w  ho 
nmde  the  si^'iial  to  eliase.  The  Chatham,  50,  which  sailed  verj*  badly, 
wa«  almost  within  gunshot  of  a  French  seventy-four,  when  a  man 
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on  the  muin-tnp-<:nll;\iit  yard  f>f  the  Jiochesfer  hailefl  that  he  saw  a 
sail,  and,  presenll\ .  (liat  he  saw  a  fleet.  The  Commixlorf  (puckly 
made  out  what  th(i  lit^et  was,  and  at  once  ordpred  his  little  squadron 
to  tack  and  chase  the  enemy.  At  first  the  French  were  puzzled  by 
this  change  of  pohcy ;  but,  aa  sooa  as  de  Conflans  discoTered  the 
cause,  he  recalled  his  chasorB :  and  DofiTs  sqnadion  waa  thus  «uibled 
in  the  oonrse  of  the  day  to  join  Sir  Edward  Hawke. 

At  about  8.30  A.ir.  Uie  Maidstone  signalled  that  she  had  sifted 
a  fleet;  and  at  n  45  the  Magnanime  annonnced  that  the  Btran<;er8 
were  enemies.  The  French  were  at  that  tuv  v  litujuishing  the  chase 
of  iIr'  Commodoro's  s(]uadron,  and  Belle  Isle  hare  E.  by  N.  \  N.^ 

Jl;L\vke  instanil\  mude  the  sif^ial  fi>r  a  inie  of  battle  abreast,  in 
Ol  der  to  draw  up  his  ships ;  and  he  loUowed  it  soon  alierwards  with 
the  Signal  for  the  seven  ships  which  were  nearest  the  enemy  to 

'  List  of  the  Brituh  and  Freoch  tieets  in  the  action  in  Quiberon  Bay,  November 
20tb,1759:— 
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chase,  draw  into  line  of  battle  ahead  of  him,  and  endeavour  io  arreBt 
the  French  until  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  could  get  up  and  bring 
about  a  general  engagement. 

Upon  realising  that  they  were  m  tlie  ]irf  sciu  e  of  the  British,  the 
enemy  fell  into  some  confusion,  but,  in  ihe  course  of  a  short  time, 
seemed  to  arrive  at  a  determination  to  fight,  and  endeavoured  to 
foim  a  line.  White  they  were  executing  this  manoeuvre,  the  Britieh 
approached  very  xapidly,  the  wind  being  then  nearly  west.  De  Con- 
flana  then  suddenly  altered  his  mind,  and,  instead  of  waiting  to 
engage,  made  off.  He  was  near  his  own  coasts,  ^vith  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  of  which  he  was  fully  ac<juainted  and  presumably  knew 
well  how  to  avoid,  while  the  British  were  on  a  lee  shore,  -with  which 
they  were  unfamiliar.  The  weather  was  tempestuous  and  was 
rapidly  growing  worse;  ami  tlu-  Nuvember  day  would  souu  end. 
De  Couflans  therefore  endeavoured  to  keep  his  Ileet  together,  and 
steered  ii^t  before  the  wind  for  the  land,  which  was  not  more  than 
about  twdve  miles  distant.* 

The  wind,  as  the  short  afternoon  drew  to  its  close,  was  variable 
between  N.W.  and  W.N.W.,  and  blew  in  heavy  squalls.  Yet  both 
fleets  crowded  sail,  the  French  to  escape,  and  the  British  to  overtake 
them.  At  '2  p.m.  the  enemy  began  to  fire  at  the  leading  ships  of 
the  British  fleet;  and,  half-an-honr  later,  when  the  Warspitc  imi\ 
Dorsetshire  were  close  u])  witli  the  enemy's  rear,  Hawke  made  the 
signal  to  engage.  The  Jiritish  fleet  was  then  to  the  south  of 
Belle  Isle.  A  httlc  later  the  licccnge,  Ma(/itanimc,  Torbay,  Mo/itwju, 
Beaolutimt,  Swi/taure  and  Defiance  got  into  action,  and  hotly 
engaged  the  French  rear.  Yet  this  fact-  did  not  prevent  the 
Frrach  admiral,  who  was  in  ihe  van,  from  leading  round  the 
Cardinals.  The  Formidable,  carrying  the  flag  of  Bear-Admiral 
du  Verger,  was  attacked  by  the  Beeoluihn,  and,  in  addition, 
received  a  broadside  or  two  from  everj'  other  British  ship  that 
passed  her;  and,  having  l)een  severely  treated,  she  struck  about 
4  o'clock.  The  Ujbs  on  board  of  hvr  was  t<nTililr',  M.  dn  Vercjer 
and  upwards  of  two  Imiidrcil  oihers  being  killed.  The  Formniub/e 
was  taken  possession  ot  by  the  Rcwlution.  In  the  meantime,  the 
ships  of  the  British  rear  were  straining  to  get  into  action.  The 
Thetiey  Captain  de  Kersaint  *  was  hotly  engaged  by  the  Magnanime, 

'  For  Quiberon  Bajr  and  iu  aeighbourbood,  see  chart  facing  p.  468,  in  Vol.  II. 
*  Guy  Simon  de  Caetnampren,  Comt9  de  Keiwhit;  Imrn,  1709;  entered  the  tutvjr 
M  a  ieainan,  1722;  lieuteoaot,  1742;  captain,  17-15.  In  S«H9mmee  captured  Prime 
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but  was  relieved  by  tiie  diaablement  of  the  British  ship,  which, 
beintf  fonled  by  one  of  her  consorts,  fell  asteni.  Ver\'  soon  after- 
wards tlie  Thesee  was  tackled  by  the  Torbay  ;  and,  in  the  contest 
which  resulted,  she  capsized  and  foundered,  chiefly  o\vin<;  to  the 
fact  that  her  captain,  from  motives  of  self-pride,  persisted  iu  fighting 
bis  lower  deck  gons,  regftrdleaB  of  the  Btoimy  state  of  the  weather. 
All  her  crew  of  about  eight  hundred  men,  except  twenty,  wore  lost. 
The  Torhayt  owing  to  similar  causes,  was  at  one  time  in  danger  of  a 
like  fate ;  bat  Captain  Ke|^el  eloted  his  pt^s  in  time,  and  saved 
her.  Another  French  ship,  the  SupvTbe,  foondaced  at  abont  the 
same  time. 

Owing  to  the  gali ,  the  Ice  shore,  and  the  gathering  darkness, 
there  was  at  that  time  great  confusion  ;  and  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  tell  exactly  what  happened.  But  it  would  appear  that  after 
having  engaged  the  Thesie,  aud  havmg  been  fooled  first  by  the 
Wanpite  and  then  by  the  Montagu,  Lord  Howe,  in  the  Magnamme, 
observed  the  French  Hiros  somewhat  disabled  to  leeward,  and, 
bearing  down  and  ranging  alongside,  quickly  obliged  her  to  strike. 
The  Hiras  anchored,  bat,  owing  to  the  weather,  no  boat  could  be 
sent  to  take  possession  of  her ;  and,  later,  her  captain  ran  her  ashore 
and  landed  his  crow.  As  night  fell,  the  enemy's  fleet  divided  ;  part, 
under  Af.  de  Bcaufyicmnnt,  the  vice-admiral,  niakint,'  to  the  sonth- 
ward  within  the  Four  Bonk,  aud  probably  desigmng  to  attract  the 
British  into  danger. 

But  Hawke  wuul«l  not  be  tempted  to  pursue  them.  Night  was 
come ;  islands,  rocks,  and  shoals  were  all  around ;  no  pilots  were  on 
board ;  the  charts  were  indifferent,  and  the  weather  was  terrible. 
Hawke,  therefore,  made  the  signal  to  anchor,  and  came  to  an  fifteen 
fathoms  of  water,  the  Me  do  Dumet  bearing  E.  by  N.  two  or  three 
miles  distant,  the  Cardinals  W.  ^  8.,  and  the  steeples  of  Le  Croisic 
S.B.,  as  WHS  discovered  in  the  morning.  Unfortunately,  the  signal 
was  not  taken  in,  and,  consequently,  was  not  obeyed,  by  many  ships 
of  the  British  fleet,  .\ccording  to  the  code  tbe!i  in  use,  the  signal  to 
anchor  by  iiight  was  made  by  firing  two  guns  from  the  flagship. 


t{f  Oranye.  Cumuiaudeil  the  AlciJe  iu  the  East  ludietf.  Suiue  Freuch  accoiiiitii  state 
tltiit  the  7%twe  ww  sunk  ftt  Qulbenm  owing  to  being  run  down  by  IIawk«^a  flagship 
while  (If  Kersaiiit  was  j  .ii  ^  \n  the  .ih.Nisttaiice  of  tlio  .SWc/V  Roi/nl ;  but  these  are 
clearly  iucorrecL  The  Cuuut'is  buu,  wlio  saw  his  father  Muk  at  (^uiberuu,  vsm  later  a 
distingoidied  naral  officer,  but,  meddling  with  politics,  was  guillotined  in  1798.  He 
wee  then  a  vicewidmirel. 
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without  using  lights  or  any  other  indications  to  distinguish  the 
particular  purpose  for  which  the  ^ams  were  fired.  At  a  moment 
when  tiiere  was  still  a  certain  amount  of  firing  going  on  on  all  sides, 
the  discharge  of  two  guns  from  the  flagship  could  of  course  not  he 
recognised  as  a  signal  except  hy  the  few  veflsels  wbidi  chanced  to  be 
80  near  the  Admiral  as  to  be  aware  tiiat  he  had  anchored.  The 
oChers  either  stood  ont  to  sea  or  anchored,  aa  prudence  suggested. 
Had  the  Frmoh  only  known  the  dangerotiB  position  in  whidi  the 
unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  signal  book  had  left  their  enemy  during 
that  stormy  night,  they  might,  in  the  mominf^  of  the  21st,  have 
attacked  the  small  body  rcniainin'^  at  anchor  near  Hawke,  and 
perhaps  have  won  a  decided  and  complete  victor}'  by  the  mere 
strength  of  superior  forces. 

The  night  was  dark,  and  even  more  boisterous  than  the  evening 
had  been ;  but,  though  guns  of  distress  were  heard  from  all  sides,  it 
was  not  possible  to  send  assistance  to  anyone.  On  the  morning  of 
tiie  21st  the  Baoiutim  was  seen  to  be  ashore,  and  the  French  Hiroi 
was  on  the  Four  Bank.  De  Gonflans's  flagship,  the  8ohU  Royal,  in 
the  obscurity  overnight,  had  come  to  anchor  in  the  verj*  midst  of  the 
British ;  and,  when  at  dayhght  she  perceived  her  situation,  she 
slipped  her  cable  and  tried  to  get  away,  but  presently  went  ashore 
near  the  town  of  Le  Croisic.  No  sooner  was  she  obser^'ed  to  be  in 
motion  than  llawke  sif^Tialled  the  Essex  to  slip  and  pursue  her;  but 
in  the  ardour  of  the  chase  the  Essex  unfortunately  got  on  the  Fonr 
Bank  and  was  also  wiedsed.  It  was  seen  that,  while  the  French 
vice-admiral  had  gone  to  the  southward  with  part  of  the  fleet,  the 
remainder  had  stood  to  the  N.  and  was  engaged  in  the  month  of  the 
river  Tilaine  in  getting  out  gons,  stores,  etc.,  and  endeavooring  to 
find  a  haven  up  the  river.  On  the  21st  and  ^imL,  by  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  flood  tide  and  of  what  wind  there  was  under  the  land, 
all  of  them  fjot  into  the  river,  whence  several  of  them  could  never  be 
brought  out  a<,\ain.  On  tlu;  -I-lnd  Hawke  ordered  the  Salt  il  Uoijal 
and  Hf'ruH  to  be  set  on  lire.  The  French,  however,  anticipated  him 
by  themselves  burning  the  former. 

On  the  British  side  the  number  of  men  killed  in  the  action  did 
not  exceed  fifty,  and  only  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  were 
wounded.^ 

As  soon  as  it  became  known  in  England  tiiat  the  French  had 
sailed  &om  Brest,  the  excitem^t  was  grsat,  and  ev«7  ^ort  was 

*  Hftwkw't  Dtopk  of  Kovember  24th. 
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luaile  to  meet  the  situation.  Koar-Admiral  Gearj'  was  detached 
with  a  reinforcement  of  ships'  for  Hawke  ;  and  other  vessels  capable 
of  putting'  to  sea  were  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  at  a  moment's 
notice.  Vice-.\dmiral  Charles  Saunders,  returning  from  the  con- 
quest of  Quebec,  learnt  in  the  chops  of  the  Channel  that  the  French 
were  out  and  that  Hawke  had  gone  in  chase  of  them.  Though  he 
had  with  him  but  three  ships  of  the  line,'  he  realised  so  fully  that  no 
addition  of  forces  was  to  be  despised,  and  he  had  so  strong  a  sense 
of  his  duty,  that,  on  his  own  responsibility,  he  steered  for  Quiberon 
Bay  with  all  the  sail  he  could  set.  But  neither  Geary  nor  Saunders 
joined  Hiiwkc  ere  the  battle.    Gearv*  arrived  several  days  too  late. 


(OMMKMOKATIVR  MEDAL  OF  HAWRK'li  VICTORY  IN  QUIBEHUN  BAY,  175U. 
{From  an  vrlg(ml  kimtly  Unt  hu  HJi.H.  CaiiUtIn  Prince  LauiM     BalUnhtrg,  ttS.) 

and  Saunders,  hearing  of  the  issue  of  the  action,'  altered  his  course 
and  steered  again  for  England. 

Hawke  sent  home  his  dispatches  by  Captain  John  Campbell  (1), 
who,  as  Captain  Matthew  Buckle  had  been,  was  graciously  received 
by  the  King,  and  presented  with  £500  to  purchase  a  sword.  Hawke 
himself  received  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  a  pension 
of  £2000  a  year.  Nor  were  other  officers  who  had  distinguished 
themselves  during  the  campaign  forgotten.  Boscawen,  as  has 
already  been  mentioned,  was  made  General  of  Marines ;  Yice- 

'  Sandwich,  90,  Rear-Admiral  Francw  Geary,  Cnptain  Ilichanl  Norbury;  Foud- 
royant,  84,  ('tt]itain  llichanl  Tyrrell;  Bivufaimut,  04,  Cnj.tain  (leorpc  Balfour; 
America,  GO,  Captain  James  Kirke;  An*on,(>Q,  Captain  Matthew  Whit  well;  /Vrm,  60, 
Captain  John  Reynolds  (1) ;  and  Juno,  .32,  Captain  Henry  John  Phili|i«. 

*  Somnaet,  Vice-Aduiiral  Charles*  Saunden*,  Ca|>tain  Edwanl  HiiRhcR;  Van- 
guard, 70,  Cajitain  Rol>ei  t  Swantun ;  and  Ihvonthirt,  60,  Captain  Willi.ani  Gordon. 

*  Mahnn  callB  tluB  action  "the  Trafalgar"  of  the  SeA'cn  Years'  War.  Gudrin 
exclaims ;  "  C'etait  La  Hougne,  moiDH  la  gloire  ct  I'honneur  fran^ais  nauv^." 
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Admiral  Saimders  was  made  Lieut.-General  of  Marines,  and  Cap- 
tains Sir  Piorcy  Brott  (1\  Kt.,  the  Hon.  Augustos  Keppel,  and  Lord 
Howe,  were  riiade  Colonels  of  Marines. 

On  tlio  2Gth  ilawke  sent  Commodore  James  Yomig  (1),  with  a 
8([Uudron,  to  anchor  in  Quiberon  Bay,  and  on  the  27th  detached 
Captain  the  Hon.  Augustus  Keppel,  with  a  squadron,  to  Basque 
Boad,  to  attack  snoh  of  the  enemy  as  might  be  found  there.  Bat 
before  the  latter  reached  his  destinatioQt  M.  de  BeanfEremont  had 
lightened  his  ships  and  retired  up  the  river  Charent«,  whither  the 
British  vessels  were  unable  to  follow  him.  Neither  in  the  Charente 
nor  ill  thi:  Vilainc  could  the  fugitive  ships  bo  reached.  Time,  how- 
e\  er,  etYectetl  what  force  could  not ;  for  few  of  the  vessels  wore  ever 
again  ht  for  active  sen'icc.  ITawke  was  relieved  by  BoscaweUj  aud 
returned  to  Englaud  after  an  ubi^t'iice  of  ten  nioiiths. 

During  the  blockade  it  was  notorious  ihul  no  ileet  employed 
on  similar  service  had  ever  b^ore  been  so  SMply  suj^lied  with 
bcOT,  provisionB,  and  vegetables ;  bat,  aftw  the  defait  of  de  Gonflans, 
in  oonseqaence  chiefly  of  the  adverse  state  of  the  weath«?,  supplies 
failed,  and  the  men  were  obliged  to  be  pat  upon  short  allowance. 
This  gave  rise  to  the  well«known  satirical  lines : — 

**  Ere  Hawko  bang 
Moiifiieur  Coullans, 
Yuu  8«nt  iw  beef  and  beer. 
Now  Momneur'*  beat, 

Wf'vc  naitirtit  to  eat, 
Siuco  you  iiave  uuvighl  to  fear." 

The  small  French  expedition  which  had  been  assembled  at 
Dunquerque  for  a  descent  upon  Scotlaiul  or  Ireland,  and  which 
was  to  be  convoyed  by  Thnrot,  \\as  l)lockaded  throughout  the 
summer  and  early  autumn  of  ITTjO  l)y  a  Kquadron '  under  Commodore 
Wniiam  Boys,  who,  however,  was  driven  from  his  station  by  a  gale 
in  Octoiwr.  Thaxot  then  slipped  ont  and  made  to  the  nortliwaxd. 
Boys  following  as  soon  ae  possible,  but  not  being  able  to  overtake 
the  enemy,  and  oltimat^y  having  to  contoit  himself  with  crnising 

*  flquadnm  iiiid«r  Oommodon  Williani  BofK,  engaged  in  the  blcx^ade  of  Dua- 

querq\ie,  ttc,  17."!*:  Pitflou,  50,  C' iitinixii irc  Williani  K<iy«,  Captain  John  Evona; 
Antdt^  50,  Captain  Joiueii  Webb;  J'hoeaix,  44,  Captain  Cbruto)>her  Oodriogtou 
Bethdl ;  Danae,  40,  Captain  Henry  Uartbi  (2) ;  Liverpool,  32,  Capttin  Richard  Knight ; 
^/'f/.  Giiifahi  Henry  Aiiiji  II;  Argo, '2H,  Oi]>tnm  John  Bladon  Tinker  ;  J\itrd, 
Captaia  William  Pa^tun  ;  y/u«8ar,  28,  Captain  Boberl.  Carkett;  Surprise,  24,  Captain 
ChariM  Antrobua;  Badger,  14,  Commaader  Baail  Kfiith{  Aidtrne^,  12,  ConmuuMkr 
John  PeigUm 
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off  the  coast  of  Scotland  -with  the  object  df  pr{  veutiug  any  suddeu 
raid  there.  As  Thurot's  destination  was  unknown,  and  as  there 
were  rumours  that  he  contemplated  a  blow  on  some  port  on  the 
eftfit  coast  ot  England,  the  aqoadron  in  the  Downs/  und«r  Com- 
modore Sir  Fieicy  Brett  (1),  was  ordered  to  Yannoath.  But 
Thurot's  operations  in  the  British  seas  did  not  begin  till  the  following 
yeajr»  and  an  account  of  them  may  for  the  preaent  he  defined. 

During  the  year  1760  the  Britiah  squadrons  on  active  service 
were  disposed  as  follows.  Commodore  Sir  Piercy  Brett  commanded 
in  the  Downs  and  North  Sea ;  Kear-Admiral  George  Br\'dfres 
Ivociiu  y  cruised  in  the  Channel  and  hloekadrd  Le  H&vre ;  Admirals 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  the  Hon.  Edward  Boscawen  relieved  one 
anoliier  in  Quiberon  Bay,  and  watched  the  French  vessels  in  the 
Yilaine  and  Charente,  at  Brest,  Lorient,  and  Bochfort ;  Commodore 
Bobert  Swanton  was  despatched  with  reinforcements  to  Commodore 
Lord  Colville  in  North  America;  Captain  the  Hon.  John  Byion 
was  sent  with  a  stiuadrou  to  destroy  the  fortifications  at  Louis- 
bourg ;  Commodore  Sir  James  Douglas  (1)  reUeved  Commodore  John 
Moore  (1)  on  the  Leeward  Islands'  station  ;  Bear-Admiral  Charles 
Holmes  relieved  A'icc-Adiniral  Thomas  Cotes  at  Jamaica :  and 
five  additiojial  ships  were  sent  to  the  East  Indies  to  reinforce  Bear- 
Admirals  Charles  Stevens  and  Samuel  Cornish.  In  the  Mediter- 
ranean Vice-Admiral  Charles  Saunders  succeeded  to  the  command. 

In  the  East  Indies,  Arcot  and  Carical,  with  many  other  places, 
were  taken  from  the  French,  the  Marines  serving  in  several 
instances  on  dune,  and  the  ships  co-operating  with  the  land  forcea 
whenever  possiliK .  Pondicheny  was  besieged  and  blockaded,  and 
in  October  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  under  Commander  William 
Newsnm,  acting  captain  of  tlie  Smifhsea  Castle,  40,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Isaac  Florininnd  Ourry,  brilliantly  cut  out  from  under  the 
forts  the  Hermiotu,  3tj,  and  Baicine,  32,  which  were  afterwards 
purchased  into  the  Boyal  Navy.  The  rainy  season  approaching, 
Bear-Admiral  Stevens  left  five  ships  of  the  line,  under  Captain 
Bobert  Haldane,  oi  the  America,  00,  to  continue  the  blockade, 
and  himself  sailed  on  October  ^BrA  for  TrincomiUe.  In  the  mean- 

'  Hqundrwn  under  ComnuHlore  Sir  Piercy  Brett  (1),  Kt.,  in  the  I)o\vnH  and  Nortli 
Sea,  175i>:  Jsis,  50,  Cojtmiodore  Sir  Piercy  Brett,  Kt.,  Captain  Edward  Wheeler; 
H'do/u'iVA,  40,  Captain  Daniel  Bering;  Aurora,  .10,  Cajttain  Samuel  Scott;  Alarm,  32, 
Captain  John  Ruithworth ;  Aquilon,  2S,  Captain  Chaloner  Ogle  (2) ;  Tartar,  28,  Captain 
Jobs  Kniglit  (1);  Soldajh  24,  Giiptab)  Jobb  DdiTinpU:  and  Deal  (kuUe,  24,  Gaptaib 
George  TindalL 
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time  the  siege  was  actively  carried  on  by  Lieut.-Colonel  Kyre 
Coote. 

On  December  25th,  Stevens  returued  with  four  of  his  shipii  of 
the  line,  and  resumed  command  off  the  port.   On  January  1st,  1761, 
a  violent  hurricane  burst  upon  Hhe  shipping.   Stevens,  whose  flag 
was  in  the  Norfolk,  74,  Captain  Richard  Kempenlett,  out  his  cable, 
and  by  gun-signals  ordered  his  captains  to  do  the  same ;  but,  owing 
to  the  violence  of  the  gale  and  the  amount  of  spray  in  the  air,  the 
si^^ials  were  neither  beard  nor  seen.    The  Pmithrr,  60,  Captain 
Phibp  Affleck,  the  Atnrricn,  fiO,   Captain   Eoljcrt.   Jlaldane,  the 
Medwaij,  GO,  Captain  John  Bladoa  Tinker,  and  the  Fa  I  mouth,  50, 
Captain  Wilbain  Brereton,  were  dismasted,  yet  managed  to  ride 
out  the  storm.    A  worse  fate  overtook  the  Newcastle,  50,  Captain 
Dighy  Dent  (3),  the  Queenhorough,  20,  and  the  ProtedoTf  fireship,  all 
of  which  drove  ashore  and  were  wrecked  about  two  miles  from 
Pondicheny,  though  tifey  lost  only  seven  of  their  crews.  Other 
vessels  were  even  more  unfortunate.   The  Due  d^Aquitaine,  64, 
Captain  Sir  "William  Hewitt,  Bart.,  the  SundrrJand,  60,  Captain 
the  Hon.  James  Colville,  and  the  Drake,  storeship,  foundered  with 
all  hand*;,  except  seven  Enrnpeans  and  seven  lascars.    The  total 
saerifire  of  life  was  about  eleven  Innidred  snnls.    Stevens,  liowever, 
resumeil  his  position,  and  renewed  the  ijlockadti  on  .Tanuary  3rd, 
and  was  next  day  joined  by  liear-Admiral  Cornish  with  additional 
ships  from  Trincomale.    Fondichanrjr  was  gradually  reduced  by 
famine,  until  on  January  15th  it  surrendered,  and  was  occupied  on 
the  16th  by  the  Navy  and  army.   Thus  ended  the  French  power 
on  the  coast  of  Goromandel. 

On  the  Leeward  Islands'  and  Jamaica  stations  the  enemy  was 
in  force  too  feeble  to  attempt  anything  of  moment.  Indeed,  only 
one  action  that  was  fouu'lit  in  tlie  West  Tn*lit>s  in  ITf'iO  calls  for 
mention  ln^re.  In  the  autumn  l\ear-Aduiirai  Holmes  lejimt  that 
a  French  convoy,  escorted  by  five  frigates,  was  about  to  sail  from 
Cape  Francois  for  Europe  and  he  despatched  the  Hampshire,  50, 
Captain  Ooningsby  Norbury  (2),  the  Bwrew,  28,  Captain  Samuel 
Uvedale,  and  tibe  Lively,  20,  Captain  the  Hon.  Frederick  Lewis 
Maitland  (1),  to  intercut  them.  On  October  16th  the  French 
put  to  sea,  the  escort  consisting  of  the  vessels  mentioned  in  the 
note.^    Next  morning  at  dawn  the  British  ships  nghted  and 

*  Sirhte,  82;  Jhie  de  CKo£i«tt7,  32;  Prince  EdvMtd,  82;  IJeur  de  Lyt,  32;  and 
Valntr,  20. 
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chased  them,  but  closed  very  slowly  until  evening,  when  the  breeze 
freshened.  At  luidnight  the  Boreas  engaged  the  Sirene,  but,  being 
dkaUed  aidt,  astem,  and  eonld  not  oome  np  wiHt  her  again  tiU 
2  P.M.  on  October  18th»  off  the  east  end  of  Cnba.  A  hot  action 
then  begBoi,  and  at  4.40  p.m.  the  Sirhie  struck,  having  loat  80  kDled 
and  wounded.  The  Boreas  had  lost  but  one  killed  and  one  woonded. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  Hamp'^hiir  and  Lireli/  had  been  in  chase  of 
the  other  frigates.  Soon  after  daybreak  on  the  18th,  the  Liiehj, 
by  using  her  Bwoi'ps.  ^''t  alnn  jside  of  the  Vnh'itr,  ami,  after  an  hour 
and  a  half,  forced  her  to  sum'iuler,  she  liavin^'  lost  :is  kilKd  and 
25  wounded,  and  the  Livch/  but  two  wounded.  Both  the  Sirinc 
and  Vulcur  were  added  to  the  Xavy  under  their  own  names.  The 
Hampshire  at  3.30  p.m.  got  between  the  Due  de  Choiseul  and  the 
Prince  Edward,  but  the  fonnerp  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind, 
got  into  Port  an  Paix.  The  latter  ran  ashore  and  slmck,  bnt  was, 
nevertheless,  subseciuently  burnt  by  hee  crew.  On  the  19th  the 
Hampshire  and  Livtli/  were  about  to  attack  the  FIcur  de  Lys, 
which  lay  in  the  bay  to  leeward  of  Port  nn  Paix,  when  the  enemy 
saved  them  the  trouble  by  abandoning  uth1  l  urninf,'  the  ship. 

The  conijue.-it  of  Canada  had  not  \<vvm  complrted  when  Quebec 
fell,  and  the  French  still  cherished  huptib  of  ousting  the  British 
and  of  regaunng  command  of  the  country.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  British  were  determined  to  make  good  their  posaeasiim.  In 
the  winter  of  1750-60,  a  naval  force  consisiang  of  the  Oncndagot  18, 
Mohawkt  16,  and  several  row-galleys  and  gunboats,  was  estabhshed 
on  Lake  Ontario,  with  a  view  to  transporting  an  army  down  the 
8t.  Lawrence  to  Montreal.  This  anny,  of  about  11,000  men 
under  General  Amherst,  consisted  half  of  regulars  and  half  of 
prnvincial  levies,  besides  Indiaim,  ciininiandcd  by  Sir  William 
Johriison,  }^art.  Tt  w-as  to  be  aidt'ii  hy  iinnihcr,  of  oO(M)  men, 
under  Colonel  liaviland,  advancing  from  Lake  Champlaiu,  and  by 
a  third,  under  Brigadier-General  Murray,  advancing  from  Quebec 
up  the  St.  Lawrence. 

To  help  these  various  expeditions.  Commodore  Lord  Golville' 

■  y«r^mherkutd,  TO,  Commodore  Lord  Colville,  Captain  WiilUni  Adams  (2); 
.\Iri>l<,  Gi,  Cajitahi  Thomas  flniik»  rs  n  :  Tn>lr,.t,  *'4,  Ca|>taiti  Julian  Leggc;  Pem- 
broke, (JO,  Cttplaiu  Jului  Wiiwlixk;  Prince  o/  Ornngt;  IjO,  Captain  Samuel  Wallis; 
Skhmonk,  Zi,  Captoin  Jobn  E]pbmstoiM(l);  JS'itrw,  20;  Captain  Natlmuiel  Bateinan ; 
p.:r,' „/.,',:>-,  \»\  C':'uv<mv\<^r  I'Aiii  Mncartiu-y ;  .tml  Jhtrihuxf,  which  wa«  already 

at  t^uelxf.  The  alxive  wintered  iu  America,  aud  were  joiucd  at  vari<Mi^  uuk-h  by  tlio 
Dteondan,  66,  Cafitaiii  G«oi^  Darby;  KormA,  60,  Caiitain  Williatu  M'(  lovw^; 
Qn^ound,  34,  Ca]itain  Tlioniaa  Fnutcia;  and  luorrf,  St),  Captidli  JamealtoakiB. 
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was  directed  to  enter  the  St.  LawTence  as  soon  as  the  st^ason  should 
allow  ;  and  a  reinforcement  ^  under  Commodore  Swautou,  consisting 
of  two  sail  of  tlu-  linp,  threfs  fifty-gun  ships,  and  four  frigates,  sailed 
from  England  early  in  tlie  spring. 

Knowing  of  some,  at  least,  of  thine  preparations,  die  Frendi 
made  gallant  attempts  to  seize  Quebec  before  the  river  shonld  be  dear 
of  ice.  They  wsat  down  the  8t.  Lawrence  an  army  of  about  14,000 
men  under  M.  de  L^vis.  General  Murray,  underrating  the  force 
of  the  enemy,  marched  out  and  attacked  him,  but  was  defeated  at 
Sillery  on  April  28th.  If  the  French  had  at  once  followed  up 
their  advanta^^'c,  they  could  probably  have  taken  the  place,  but 
they  let  slip  their  chance.  Munray  was  very  active  in  the  defence, 
nnd  sent  the  liacehume  down  the  river  to  look  for  the  fleet  and 
habtcu  its  arrival.  On  May  hhh  the  Lowestoft,  28,  Captain  Joseph 
Deane,  anchored  in  the  Basin,  and  brought  news  of  the  near 
approach  of  C<nnmodore  Swuiton,  who,  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th,  arrived  in  the  V€mguard,  70,  with  the  Diana,  86,  Captain 
Alexander  Sohombecg.  On  the  16th,  in  response  to  the  expressed 
wishes  of  General  Murray,  the  Vanguard,  Diana  and  Lowesto/t 
worked  up  towards  the  enemy's  flotilla  in  the  upper  river,  and  soon 
obliged  it  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  the  Pomnnr,  MS,  which  fjroundod 
and  was  burnt  near  Cape  J  >iaiiiond,  the  A  ialante,  32,  which  grounded 
and  was  burnt  thirty  miles  higher  up,  and  all  the  other  craft  except 
a  sloop.  The  active  part  of  this  work  was  done  exclusively  by  the 
Diana  and  Lowettoftf  while  the  Vangtuvrdt  dropping  down  abreast 
of  Silleiy,  enfikded  the  eosmfz  toenches  there,  and  compelled  their 
abandcmment.  Indeed,  this  attack  induced  M.  de  Ldvis  to  raise 
the  siege  on  the  night  of  the*16tb,  leaving  behind  him  44  guns, 
10  mortars,  and  various  stores.  Unfortunately,  the  Lowestoft, 
in  returning,  struck  on  a  sunken  rock  and  foundered,  but  without 
loss  of  life.  Liord  Colville,  with  his  squadron,  reached  Quebec  on 
the  Irtlh. 

All  was  then  in  readiness  for  the  projected  advance  against 
Montreal.  General  Murray's  army  was  escorted  up  the  river  by 
the  Pemancet  40,  Captain  William  Gou^,  the  I>Mtna,  32,  Captain 
Joseph  Deane,  the  Fonujpinet  16,  Commander  John  Macartney, 

'  Vai»§uard,  70,  Commoclore  RoWt  SwanUm;  KingtloH^  60,  Capti^  WUIuini 

Parrv  ('2'\  Iti>fl,}t,  r,  .'"lO,  fai-tnin  ThoiiinK  Ilumett ;  Fttlkhtnd,  50,  Captain  Francis 
Saiuuel  brake;  >Virf/ief7a»i(/, oO, Captaiu  UeujantiD Clive ;  iVtauHc^ 44, Cai>taiu  Williaiu 
Gimgh;  Diorn^  96^  Ckptain  Alexander  Sctkomberg;  lenjunvitM,  28^  OK|itdti  Gamaliel 
Xightjiigalej  and  Lowta^  28,  Captain  Joeeph  Derae. 
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the  Gaspie,  Bohoouei,  8,  and  a  flotiUn  vl  tihirty-five  email  cralt,  it 
hftvixig  ea&barlced  in  forty  transports  on  June  13th.  Progress  was  on 
several  occasions  challenged  by  French  batteries ;  but  tibe  various 
difficnlties  were  slowly  overoome.   Behind  the  main  force  followed 

some  troops  from  Lonisboorg  under  Lord  Bollo.  In  the  interx  aJ, 
General  Amherst  was  advancing  down  the  St.  Lawrence  under  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Joshua  Loring,  R.N.'  Tn  the  course  of  the 
advance  the  Ononddija  was  taken  by  the  cnnny,  and,  though 
retaken,  ha/l  to  lie  ubandoned.  Many  boats  and  sume  sninll  craft 
were  also  lost  by  the  way,  owing  lo  the  great  dithculiies  ot  naviga- 
tion. On  September  6th,  however,  the  Commander-in-Chief's  army 
landed  on  the  npper  ^d  of  the  Mand  of  Montreal,  nine  miles  above 
the  city.  The  en^y  fled,  and  Montreal  was  quickly  invested. 

As  for  Colonel  ILiviland's  force,  it  onbarked  at  Crown  Point 
on  August  11th,  and,  gradually  di  h  ing  the  enemy  before  it.  nmoe 
its  way,  partly  by  water  and  partly  by  laud,  to  Isle  Ste.  Th^rese 
near  Montreal,  nppeann^^  thei  e  within  a  few  hours  of  the  arrival 
ol  Ainlicrst  and  Mui  ra\  in  the  same  neighbourhood.  The  co-opera- 
tion  could  not  have  l)eL'n  more  exactly  timed. 

On  be|)tember  7th  a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  agreed  to;  and 
on  September  8th  M.  de  Vaodreoil  capitulated  and  Canada  became 
British.  The  final  conquest  had  been  prefaced  by  the  capture  or 
destruction  by  Lord  ColviUe  of  a  htrge  number  of  French  privateers 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  by  the  desteuction  by  Commodore  the 
Hon.  John  Byron  in  Chaleur  Bay,  on  July  Bth,  of  the  Muf  lf  viUf  32, 
Bienfaisant,  2*2,  Marquis  de  Marloze^  Ki,  and  several  French  small 
craft  which  had  taken  refuge  there  in  expectation  of  chance  offering 
them  some  opportunity  for  slipping  up  the  river. 

Captain  Josei)h  l^eanu,  B.N.,  and  Major  Barrc  carried  home 
tho  diHpatchub  anuouucuig  the  great  success.  Each  was  presented 
wi&  J6600  wherevnth  to  buy  a  sword.  Byron,  who  had  proceeded 
on  his  own  responsilHlity  to  Chaleur  Bay  on  the  service  above  noted, 
and  who  had  interrupted  for  the  purpose  the  business  of  razing  to 
the  ground  the  fortifications  of  Louisboorg,  subsequently  returned 
and  completed  that  work. 

In  the  Mediterranean',  whither  Yice-Admiral  Charles  Saunders 

'  Joshua  Loring  c.iiuc  of  a  family  which  hatl  Ijwu  for  w^me-tiiue  scttleil  in  Xortli 
America,  Lieut«naiit,  1745;  Cunimander,  1766;  Caj'taiu,  1757 ;  chief  ili rector  of  the 
Xiival  DepartnuTit  ia  tbe  interior,  and  Coaummder-iU'Cliief  of  the  Lake  flotilla,  175d- 
17G1I;  died,  1781. 
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went  fts  Coiumauder-in-Chipf  in  April,  17<>0,  little  of  importance 
happened,  owing  to  the  overwhehning  superiority  of  the  British 
naval  forces.  A  French  diviaion  slipped  out  of  Toulon  in  June; 
bat  the  greater  port  of  it  was  diiven  by  a  squadron,  under  Captain 
Hugh  Palbaer,  of  the  Shret^mry,  74,  into  a  port  in  the  island  of 
Candia,  and  me  blockaded  there  nntil  the  Biitidi  veeaels  had  to 
withdraw  for  supplies  and  repairs,  whexenpou  the  ^emy  got  back 
to  Toulon. 

The  fortunes  of  M.  Thurot  must  now  be  followed.  Evadinfj 
Commodore  Boys,  he  left  Dunquerque  on  October  loth,  1759.  In 
his  little  squiulrou  of  six  frigates  and  corvettes,  he  had  thirteen 
hundred  troops  under  Brigadier-General  de  Flobert.*     He  lirst 
went  to  Gothenburg  in  Sweden,  partly  to  procure  stores,  and  partly, 
no  doubt,  to  baffle  pursnit  or  observation.  There  he  remained  for 
ninetem  days,  going  next  to  Bergen  in  Norway.   On  his  way 
thither,  one  of  his  ships,  the  Bigotty  was  so  damaged  in  a  gale  as 
to  be  obliged  to  retom  to  France.   The  Fa  neon  also  parted  company 
early  in  the  voyage.    Thurot  quitted  Bergen  on  December  5th,  and 
procefdod,  by  way  of  Stromo,  in  the  Faroe  Islands,  reaching  the 
neighbourhood  nf  the  Irish  corist  on  January  25th,  17G0.  The 
weather  confounded  an  intt  nded  descent  near  Londonderry,  and 
scattered  his  squadron,  so  much  so  that  the  Amaranthe^  never 
rejoined,  and  retomed  in  some  distress  to  St.  Male.    As  the 
ships  were  by  that  time  all  in  a  sorry  plight,  and  more  than  one  of 
them  was  almost  mntinoos,  theeaptains  implored  Thnrot  to  abandon 
the  descent.  Bat  he  refused,  and  put  into  Claigeann  Bay,  in  the 
island  of  Islay,  on  February  15th,  to  refresh. 

Thurot  left  the  island  on  February  19th,  and  next  day  anchored 
in  Belfast  Lough,  opposite  Kilroot  Point.  The  town  of  Carrick- 
ferjjuR  was  garrisoned  by  four  newly -raised  and  weakly  companies 
of  the  62nd  Hcffinient  under  Tjient. -Colonel  Jenning.s.  Thurot 
landed  about  six  liuudied  men  on  ]"cl)ruai-y  21st,  and  M.  de  Flobert, 
after  comparatively  little  fighting,  obliged  Colonel  Jenniugs  to 
snrrendw  the  castle.   The  Fr^ch  requisitioned  provisions  from 

'  De  Flobert,  fmin  the  tiri-t,  threw  diffictillieis  in  Thurot's  way,  reK.inlin;?  liiin  witli 
contempt  ami  jealousy.  Thurot,  an  a  •eaoian,  probatl}*  ha<J  no  lii^rli  opiuiou  of  the 
iddier;  for,  as  Lav^ton  point*  out  ('  Stuiin.  ia  Nav.  Hiht.,'  .14r>),  tveii  until  quite 
r<?ci"nt  tiincH  there  wan  a  wiyiiif,'  «ii  hoard  whip,  "a  nicisHtnate  before  a  sliipinate;  a  ahip- 
niate  before  a  stranger;  a  stranger  before  a  tlog;  Lut^a  dog  before  a  itoWier." 

*  It  is  tolarably  certain,  norerthelNB,  tbot  the  Amaranthe  could  have  lejoiiMd,  hni 
her  taptiia  dfiirad  to  do  so. 
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the  town,  and  made  several  small  prizes  in  the  Lou;^'b,  rifling 
and  afterwards  buminf*  them  ;  but  de  Flobeit  resisted  Thurot's 
entreaties  to  advance  and  seize  Belfast.  The  whole  adventure 
cost  the  I'reiich  ;il)out  thirty  killed  and  sixty  wounded.  The  nmyor 
and  Home  gexiticmeii  were  carried  ou  board  as  hostages,  and  at 
midnight  on  Fefanuny  27th,  the  «Qemy,  having  te-embftrkedt  set 
sail  to  return  to  France. 

The  Duke  of  Bedfoidj  Lord  Lientenant  of  Ireland,  upon  getting 
news  of  the  deseoit,  sent  expresses  to  all  the  principal  ports  to 
inform  the  captains  of  any  of  IT.  M.  ships  that  might  be  there  of 
what  had  happened.    At  Kingsale  one  of  these  expresses  found 
the  fri;,';iiLS  /Eohta,  Pallas,  and  Brilliant,^  which  had  been  dnvcn 
from  their  station  with  Hawke's  fleet  on  the  coast  of  France. 
These  at  onct>  pnt  to  8oa  and  went  north.    At  Dublin,  on  the  Jiith, 
the  senior  othcer,  C'aptain  John  Elliot,  leamt  that  the  enemy  was 
still  at  Gantickfei^s.  That  same  evening,  he  fomid  hitmi^f  off  the 
month  of  Belfast  Lough,  bat,  the  wind  being  contrary,  he  could 
not  get  in.  On  the  28th,  at  4  A.U.,  he  caught  sight  of  the  Fr^ch 
as  they  rounded  Gopeland  Island,  and  gave  chase.   "  About  nine," 
continues  Captain  Elliot,  in  his  dispatch  of  Febiuary  29th  to  tiie 
Duke  of  Bedford,  "  I  got  alongside  their  commodore ;  and,  in  a 
few  minntes,  the  action  became  peneral,  and  continued  very  ln*iskly 
for  an  hour  and  a  half,  wlicn  tliuy  all  three  struck  their  colours.  ' 
The  Marichal        l'>ilh:islc  iilone  foupht  well  ;   the  Blonde  and 
Terpsichore  struck  ahiiost  as  soon  as  they  were  engaged.  Elhot, 
with  tiie  prizes,  subsequently  put  into  Bamsay,  Isle  of  Man,  to 
refit.   All  the  vessels  were  greatly  disabled  aloft,  and  the  Marickal 
de  Belleiskf  which  had  suffered  most  of  all,  was  with  difficulty 
prevented  from  sinking. 

*  S«iua<lroii  wiiith,  uiitler  M.  Tbuiot,  e^capal  from  Diuiquerque  in  1751);  and 
aquadioii  wludi,  under  Captain  Jolin  Elliot,  met  and  captured  t«rt  ttf  U  on 
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The  gallant  Thurot,'  who  fell  on  this  occasion,  was  an  opponent 
who,  in  his  method  of  carrjing  on  the  war,  had  never  shut  his  eyes 
to  the  principles  of  honour,  generosity,  and  humanity,  and  who 
was  scarcely  le88  lamented  by  his  British  foes  tiian  by  his  own 
conntiymen.  The  Uuee  Tictorions  captaimi  were  qnanimonBly 
yoted  the  thanks  of  tiie  Irifth  Hooae  of  Commons,  and  the  Blonde 
and  Terpsiekure  were  porehaaed  into  the  Boyal  Nayy. 

Adnmal  Boacawen,  after  the  return  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
sailed  to  command  the  fleet  in  Quii>eron  Bay,  with  his  flag  in  the 
Royal  William,  and  with  Rear-Admiral  Francis  Gear}',  in  the 
Sandifich,  as  second  in  ootnjnand.  While  he  was  going  to  his 
station,  the  Hamiilies,  i>U,  Captain  Wittewronge  Taylor,  of  his 
squadron,  went  ashore  on  Bolt  Head  in  a  ^'ale  and  was  lost,  the 
crew  all  perishing  except  one  midshipman  and  tweiiiy-hve  men. 
Boscawen,  who  was  obliged  by  the  heavy  weather  to  retain,  sab- 
seqnently  shifted  his  flag  to  the  Namur,  and  proceeded.  His 
cruisers  took  several  prizes ;  bat  the  oiemy's  fleet  did  not — indeed, 
conld  not— oome  out.  The  blockade  prevented  the  French  from 
sending  supplies  acro?is  the  Atlantic,  and  from  interfering  with 
British  trade.  In  August,  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  in  the  Itoynl 
Crpnrrir,  relieved  Boscawen,  who  returned  to  Ent^land  on  Sep- 
tember 1st.  This  was  Boscawen's  last  sen'ice.  He  died  at  his 
house,  Hatchlands,  near  G-uildiVird,  on  January  lOth,  1701. ■  Hawke 
pursued  his  predecessor's  policy,  and  was  equally  successful,  liear- 
Admiial  Rodney,  cruising  off  Le  HAvre,  was  not  less  energetic. 

An  expedition,  to  be  oonmianded  by  Commodore  the  Hon. 
Aagostos  Keppel»  and  to  be  directed  either  against  Manritias  and 
Bonxbon  or  against  the  coast  of  France,  was  in  preparation  when, 
on  October  27th,  George  II.  died.  This  important  event  led  to  so 
much  delay,  that  on  December  13th  orders  were  given  for  tlu 
fleet  to  return  from  St.  Helon's,  where  it  lay  ready  for  sea,  to 
Spithead,  and  for  the  troops  on  board  to  be  disembarked.  For 
that  season  the  entcqirise  was  given  np. 

'  Fraufois  Thurut,  born  at  Nuits,  172«i.  Hon  ut  a  ninall  innkw];«r;  «l"ioatf<i  I'V 
tb«  Jesuits  at  DijoD)  »pprsotiosd  to  a  druggist;  tinrg«oQ  in  a  privat«er,  1744$  caiitursd 
by  the  Britiitli;  «?w.'ai>r-l :  <lovotc<l  liiiiiM'lf  to  |)rivat»«rii:i.' .  liveil  for  jwunc  tirni!  in 
LuaduQ;  givou  a  comiiiis8iuu  iu  the  Freuck  navy;  cuiuruaiuled  the  /Vij»""«-,  .ni<}, 
from  1757,  the  Jfarseftof  (fe  jCdb'Ve.  His  actions  with  th«  AwMctin^on,  the  Stahoi  tr, 
eu-.,  M  ill  bs  finind  noticed  in  tbe  nest  chapter.  Ue  was  one  of  the  boldest  of  the  French 
curaain. 

'  Boscawen  was,  however,  buried  m  the  church  of  St.  Micbaeli  Penkeve],  Comirall, 
where  there  is  a  monnmeiit  hj  BijsbraalE  to  his  memoiy. 
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By  ITfiO  the  eiieiny's  navy  had  been  so  nearly  aunihiiated  that 
but  two  or  tluee  of  His  Majesty's  bhips  were  taken  by  the  French  ; 
and  French  trade  had  been  ho  diminished  that  the  British  cruisers 
made  but  comparatively  few  capturea— only  one  himdrad  and  ten 
veaselB  in  all.  But  the  British  merqantile  loesM  by  the  ravages 
of  small  privateers  irare  enormoas.  As  many  as  three  fanndred 
and  thirty  trading  vesHds  vrare  taken.  Few  of  them»  however, 
were  of  any  considerable  sixe;  and,  in  spite  of  the  loss,  British 
trade  flourished  exceedingly.  It  was,  no  doubt,  chiefly  owing  to  its 
healthy  condition  that  the  commercial  marine  ^perienced  bo  many 
losses. 

In  1761  Vice-Admiral  I'ranc  is  Holbunie  commanded  at  Ports- 
mouth ;  Commodore  Sir  Piercy  Brett  (1)  m  the  Downs;  Commodore 
Bobort  Swanton  in  the  Channel;  Sir  Edward  Hav^  and  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  (2)  in  Qniberon  Bay  till  Maroh,  when  Commodore 
Keppd.  took  charge  of  the  sqnadron  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay ;  Vice- 
Admiral  Charles  Saunders  in  the  Mediterranean ;  Commodore  Lord 
Colville  in  North  America ;  Kear-Admiral  Charles  Holmes  at 
Jamaica  ;  Commodore  Sir  James  Douglas  (1),  and,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  Kcar-Admiral  Eodney.  on  the  T/eeward  Islands*  station  ;  and 
Rear-Admual  Stevens  in  the  East  Indies,  until  his  death,  when 
the  command  cle\olved  on  iiear-Admiral  Cornish. 

After  the  capture  of  Pondicherrj',  Mahe  was  reduced  by  the 
troops  onder  Major  Hector  Mnnro,  supported  by  fonr  sail  of  the 
line  vnAsr  Bear-Admiral  Cornish.  The  place  sanendered  on 
Febmaiy  10th.  In  May  Bear-Admiral  Charles  Stevens  fell  a 
victim  to  &e  nnhealthiness  of  the  climate.  The  French  on  the 
stataon  yf&ce  by  that  time  practically  helpless,  and  Cornish  soon 
afterwards  went  to  Bombay  to  refit.  Tie  then  proceeded  southward 
to  meet  an  expedition  which  he  had  reason  to  believe  was  on  its 
way  out,  under  Commodore  Keppcl,  to  attack  Bourbon  and 
Mauritius ;  but  all  idea  of  this  expedition  had,  in  the  meantime, 
been  abandoned.  The  means  taken,  however,  to  apprise  Cornish 
of  the  change  of  plans  were  not  efficacions ;  and  the  Bear-Admiral 
was  actually  obliged,  by  scarcity  of  supplies,  to  go  back  to 
Madras  without  hearing  any  news  from  home.  Two  of  his  ships, 
however,  the  York^  60,  Captain  Henry  Cowcll,  and  tht;  Chatham,  64, 
Captain  Thomas  Ljoin,  being  unable  to  keep  with  the  fleet,  had 
to  bear  up  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  There  they  learned  from 
the  Terpsichore t  26,  Captain  Sir  Thomas  Adams,  Bart.,  that  Keppel 
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was  no  longer  to  be  expected ;  and  in  doe  oonxBe  they  oftnied  the 
intelliL't  nce  to  the  Kear-Admiral  in  India. 

On  the  Leeward  Islands'  station,  Commodore  Sir  James 
Douglas  (1),  who  was  reinforced  by  four  sail  of  tiie  line  nnd  three 
frigates/  with  troops  from  North  America  under  Lord  liollo, 
attacked,  and,  on  June  8th,  captured,  the  Island  of  Dominica. 
During  the  lest  (tf  the  imiuiier,  operations  were  chiefly  confined  to 
the  pxotectioii  of  trade,  and  the  lepiesaion  of  privateeiing.  Towuds 
the  end  of  the  year,  it  having  heen  detexmined  to  proMcate  a  more 
active  and  offensive  polity,  and  to  largely  increase  the  force  among 
the  West  India  Islands,  Bear-Admiral  Eodney  was  appointed  to 
the  command ;  and  on  Xovember  2'2nd  he  arrived  at  Carlisle  Bay, 
Barbados,  where  he  was  presently  joined  by  the  Tem^rairc  and 
.1  rtrrnu ,  with  troops  from  Px  lle  Isle,  and  by  a  military  force  from 
North  Aiueiiea  under  M;ij(»r-(leneral  Monckton. 

On  the  Jamaica  sUition  there  were  several  siugle-ship  encounters, 
bat  no  ooconences  of  first-rate  importance.  Bear-Admira.!  Charles 
Holmes,  dying  <m  November  2l8t,  vras  succeeded  in  the  command 
by  the  senior  officer.  Captain  Arthur  Forrest,  (tf  the  Centaur, 
pending  the  arrival  of  Sir  James  Douf^as.  In  North  America, 
likewise,  little  of  moment  happened,  the  chief  business  of  the  fleet 
being  to  convoy  troops  to  the  West  Indies.  Nor  were  there  any 
transactions  on  a  large  scale  in  the  Mediterranean,  ahhough  the 
force  there  was,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  greatly  strengthened 
by  the  arrival  of  a  detachment  from  home  under  Sir  Piercy  Brett  U). 
The  French  scarcely  ventured  to  put  to  sea;  and,  when  any  of 
their  ships  did  issue  from  port,  they  were  almost  invariably 
captured. 

Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Vice-Admiral  Six  Charies 

Hardy  (2)  remained  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  watching  the  Frendi  ships 
in  the  Yilaine  and  Charente;  and,  to  better  effect  their  purpose, 
stationed  an  inshore  squadron,  under  Captain  James  Gambler  (1), 
quite  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  Vilaine.  Yet,  in  spite  of  this 
precaution,  on  Januarj'  ^nd,  the  night  being  dark  and  the  breeze 
fresh,  several  of  the  French  vessels  slipped  out  thence,  and,  though 
chased  by  Gambier,  escaped  into  Brest.    After  this  evasion,  the 

*  Stirli'nif  Cantle,  <]4,  Cai'taiti  Michnel  Everitt ;  Morwirh,  50,  Captain  Willi.uu 
MHJleverty;  Falkland,  50,  ('aptain  FrancU  Samuel  Drake;  Suthrrland,  50,  Captain 
Julim  Le^ce;  Pmxaii»;  -14,  Captain  John  Boyd  (acting);  JiepuUe,  .32,  Captain 
John  Oartar  AUeaj  and  Lixurit  28,  Oaptain  Jamw  Doa^ 
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l)lockading  force  was  needlessly  large  for  the  work  remaining,'  to 
be  (lone,  and  in  March  liawke  returned  to  Enjiland,  leaving  behind 
him  eiioufjh  ships  to  ohserve  the  encni\'"s  motions. 

The  expedition,  which  luid  heen  prepared  durinf;  the  previous 
year,  and  had  been  destined  at  one  time  for  Bourbon  and  Mauritius, 
and  later  lor  Uie  eoast  of  France,  was  again  brought  forward  in 
1761,  Gonimodore  Hon.  AugoBtus  Eeppel  being  appointed  to 
ccnmnand  the  sea,  and  Major-General  Stadholm  Hodgson^  the 
land  fcoces.  The  sqnadion  at  first  indaded  ten  sail  of  the  line, 
eight  frigates,  three  sloops,  three  bombs,  and  two  fireships,  1)at 
was  eventually  reinforced  with  five  more  sail  of  the  line.^  The 
army  ori«jinalIy  consisted  of  about  seven  thousand  men,'  but  about 
three  thousand  more  were  subatiquently  sent  to  the  scene  of 
operations. 

The  expedition  *  sailed  from  SSt.  Helen  s  on  March  29th,  and 
sighted  Bdle  Isle,*  which  it  was  designed  to  attack,  on  April  6th. 
That  evening  Eeppel  detached  nz  frigates  to  croise  between  the 
island  and  the  mainland,  in  order  to  sever  oonunnnicatioQS.  A 
sqnadrcm  nnder  Captain  Matthew  Buckle  (1),  consisting  of  thirteen 

*  Latar  a  field-marslml. 

*  Biitiili  ■quadroD  cuiiilo.ved  ondsr  Comiiiodon  tbe  Hon.  Angustuft  Keppel  in  the 
expeditkn  mffSwA  Belle  Id^  1761  :— 
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*  Ita  nominal  force  was  MOO,  tnit  the  r^numto  were  incomplete.  Hodgoon  to 
Albemarle,  Man  li  L'Siii,  17»'>1. 

*  For  Kc|))ierH  ttocrvt  instructione,  aee  '  Life,'  by  Hun.  and  Kev.  T.  Keppel,-  i.  302. 
That  biography,  however,  appeal*  to  contain  nomeraus  error*. 

*  For  Belle  Isle  and  neighbourhood,  tee  chart  fiidng    488  of  YoL  II. 
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sail  of  the  line  aad  three  irigatea,'  was  preaently  sent  to  cruise 

off  Brest  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  interference  from  that  quarter. 
Early  on  April  7th  tlie  fleet  passed  the  south  end  of  the  island  close 
in,  80  as  to  enable  the  Commodore  and  General  to  ifconnoitrc, 
and  at  noon  it  anchoivd  in  tin-  Ko;ul  of  Palais.  The  Commodore 
and  General  then  recouuoitred  moie  closely  in  a  cutter,  having 
first  ordered  the  boats  to  be  hoisted  out,  and  the  troops  to  be 
made  rsady  to  land.  They  found  no  place  more  soitable  lor  a 
disembarkation  than  a  bay  near  Point  de  Locmaria*  which  they 
had  ranarked  in  the  moming.  To  distract  the  enemy,  a  feint  of 
landing  was  nude  near  Sanzon  by  a  detachm^t  under  Captain 
Sir  Thomas  Stanhope ;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  8tht  the  wind 
being  north-east,  the  real  landing  in  force  was  made  near  Port 
Andro,  after  the  Priiire  of  Orait'ir,  Ttrafjnn,  and  Arhi!l''s,  ■with  two 
bombs,  had  silenced  a  lour-guu  battery  at  tlie  Littniuce  of  the  bay. 
Commodore  Keppel  gave  the  signal  for  the  disembarkation  from  the 
Prince  of  Oraiige,  to  which  he  had  shifted  his  broad  pennant  from 
the  Vaiiant  The  boats  were  led  by  Captain  Matthew  Barton, 
and,  altiioogh  the  enony  ofEiered  a  most  vigorous  resistance,  the 
landing  was  effected  at  three  dii&rent  places.  But  tiie  troops  found 
it  impossible  to  hold  their  groond  or  to  mount  the  well-defended 
slcqMS  in  front  of  them,  and,  after  a  hot  contest,  had  to  retreat  with 
very  considerable  loss.  The  retiring  boats  were  covered  by  the  fire 
from  the  ships. 

Bad  weather  lor  neveral  days  prtviiitod  any  renewal  of  the 
attempt;  but  on  the  '2'2nd,  while  two  leiutii  were  made  elsewhere, 
a  new  landing  was  prepared  under  Major-Geucral  John  Craufnrd 
at  Fort  d'Arsic,  under  cover  of  the  Sandwich,  Drogont  Prince  of 
Orange,  two  bombs,  and  two  armed  transports;  Captain  Barton, 
as  before,  leading  in  the  boats.  The  feints  were  ordered  to  be 
made  by  Brigadier-General  Hamilton  Lambart,  one  near  St.  Foy 
and  tl^e  other  at  Sauzon.  Lambart  was  directed,  if  he  saw  any 
probability  of  success,  to  actually  land,  and  to  endeavour  to  hold 

*  Namur,  itO,  Captain  Matthew  Ruckle  (I);  I'ntoti,  5K),  Captain  Tlumi.is  Kvati* ; 
Jtot/nl  WtUifim,  Hi,  Captain  Uw^h  Pisot  (I);  J'riu'tsu  Amelia,  w:>,  Captain  .Idlm 
Montagu;  I/rro,  74,  Captain  Willinni  FurtcsiMie;  Famr,  "4,  Captain  the  IIuu.  J^hn 
Byron;  Cornwall,  74,  Captain  Rolwrt  Man  (!.');  Mum,  74,  Caj>tain  Kichfird  Spry; 
Bedford,  04,  ('a)'tain  Joh'1>Ii  Hcane ;  I'riua  Frrd^-rirk,  (j  I,  Captain  Jen  if*  Maj^IeNlcn  ; 
y.ioH,  GO,  Captain  KJward  I/C  Cias  ;  //i/k)h,  fX>,  <'aptain  Eiiwanl  Jekyli ;  I'liion  n, 'I'l*, 
Captain  Charles  Douglas ;  Taad,  28,  Captain  William  Pastou ;  A'jvik'u,  I'S,  Captain 
Cbsloner  Ogl«  (2). 
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his  own.  This,  in  fact,  he  did  under  cover  of  the  Sici/tsure, 
Hampton  Court,  Ef^f^cr,  and  Ltpin,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
Marines  under  Lieut. -Colonel  Mackenzie  and  Captain  Murray.  As 
he  cfi'ecttHl  hib  object  before  the  intended  landing  at  d'Arsic  had 
begun,  ihu  division  intended  to  attack  that  place  rowed  promptly 
to  Lambart's  support,  and  enabled  him  to  nuuntain  his  position 
and  to  drive  hack  the  enemy.  All  the  troops  were  disembarked 
by  5  p.u.»  and  the  French  retired  before  them  to  Palais.  Batteries 
were  erected  against  the  town  on  May  2nd,  and  in  the  preliminary 
operations  before  the  place,  some  Marines,  under  Capta.in  David 
Hepburn,  greatly  distinguished  themselves.  On  May  18th  several 
advanced  rednnbts  were  carried,  and  the  enemy  was  driven  from 
the  town  to  the  citatlel,  whirh,  from  the  l('>th  onwards,  was  snbjected 
to  a  iuiious  boiubardmtut.  On  June  7th,  a  large  breach  had  been 
formed ;  and  preparations  were  being  made  for  storming  it,  when 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  Croix,  the  governor,  offered  to  sorsender. 
Possession  was  taken  on  the  6th.  The  British  in  these  operations 
lost  abont  three  hnndred  and  ten  HUed  and  five  hundred  wonnded, 
besides  many  men  who  died  of  disease.  During  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding's the  most  perfect  harmony  prevailed  between  the  naval 
and  the  military  cliiefs.*  The  naval  dispatelie^  were  sent  home 
by  Captain  the  Hon.  Samuel  BsuTin^'ton,  who,  upon  his  arrival,  was, 
as  was  then  usual  in  such  eases,  presented  by  the  King  with  i^dOO. 
The  island  was  held  duhiig  the  remainder  of  the  war. 

After  the  landing  on  Belle  Isle,  Keppel,  who  had  been  again 
r^nf(»ced,  despatched  Sir  Thomas  Stanhope  with  a  squadron^  to 
attadc  such  Frrach  ships  aa  might  be  lying  in  Basqae  Boad,  and 
to  destroy  the  works  on  Isle  d*Aiz.  No  ships  were  discovered,  bat 
the  destruction  of  tiie  works  was  satisfactorily  aocomptished  by 
Captain  Peter  Parker  (1)  of  the  Buckingham,  in  company  with  the 
Monmouth  and  NassaUt  assisted  later  by  the  Actmtif  Fly  and  Blasts 

'*  **!  bmr  some  Kcoundrelii  tiave  tpraiid  a  report  tlint  th«  Cbimmodore  nod  I  have 

(lisaiiW'l.  T  1-(  lii  \c  tin  ir  nevc:  u,i<  iiu)re  frieinlhhisi  ui'l  inorc  harmony  betwr-n  two 
pen«uii8  »iuce  the  creatiuu  of  the  world  tliau  bas  sulM^iiiteil  between  ua.  .  .  .  The  two 
mrvioea  hm  acted  as  one  eorpa  ever  w«  left  England."  HodgBoa  to  Albetoarte^ 
June  8th.  ITf'l. 

■  iwi/tsure,  70,  Capt&in  Sir  Thoiiiab  Stanhope;  iktmiwk/i,  W,  Caplaiii  liicluud 
Norbury;  Trident,  64,  Oaptain  Benjamin  dive;  BudUns^m,  64,  Oaptaln  Peter 

ParkLr(l>:  Mimmoufh,  64,  Cnptftiti  John  Storr;  .Vri,*s,ii(,  ^>  1,  r'.nitaiii  ^Tamiic  Sm  kling; 
I'rincc  of  Orautji:,  60,  Captain  8atnii«l  Wallis;  ActKoii,  :iH,  taptaiu  Faul  Henry  Uurry; 
i7y,  14,  Oomuaader  George  Gay  ton;  Shut,  bomb,  8,  Oomiiuuider  ;  JWnoee, 
bwnb,  8,  Couunaader  James  Cbaplen. 
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and  by  the  boats  of  the  squadron.  The  French  prames  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Charente  endeavoured  to  interfere  the  operations ; 
but  the  work  was  completed  with  very  Httle  loss  on  June  21st 
and  2'2nd.  Sir  Thomas  Stanhope  continued  on  the  station  during 
the  rest  of  the  year,  his  ships  being  occasionally  relieved.  In 
December,  the  enemy  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  destroy  them 
by  means  of  fireships.  Soon  afterwards  Lord  Howe  succeeded 
Stanhope  in  the  command. 

It  may  here  be  mentioned,  although  the  matter  has  nothing  to 


8IR  nrrEit  paukkk  (1),  daht.,  aumiual  of  tiik  flekt. 
iFn>m  an  tngrarlug  bn  RiitUy  (tfUr  a  /lorlralt  <mee  in  the  po**ruitiit     Mr.  Valentinr  Grttn.t 

do  with  the  miUtary  ojierations  of  the  Navy,  that,  in  August,  Lord 
Anson,  as  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  liuijal 
Charlotte  {ex-Itoyal  Caroline),  yacht,  in  order  to  escort  to  England 
the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg-Strehtz,  who  had  been 
promised  in  marriage  to  George  III.,  and  who  landed  at  Harwich 
on  September  Gth.  Anson's  flag-captain  on  that  occasion  was 
Captain  Peter  Denis,  and  the  royal  yacht  was  convoyed  by  the 
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Xottiii'/Jiam,  60,  Captain  Samnel  Marshall  (1),  the  Winrhrxfrr,  50, 
Captain  .Ti>lm  Hale,  the  Mnnirfi,  Captain  AU-xander  Arthur 
Hood,  the  Tartar,  28,  Captaiu  John  Knight  (1),  the  Hazard,  14, 
CommaiidOTthe  Hon.  Hemy  St.  (1),  the  Lynx,  14,  Commander 
the  Hon.  Keitb  Stewart  (1),  and  a  nnmher  of  small  yachts. 

Dnnng  the  year  Uiere  was  a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  both 
belligeienta,  to  treat  for  peace;  but  the  negotiations  broke  down, 
and  the  proBpects  of  an  amicable  arrangement  were  seriously 
dimijiishod  by  the  sif^ature,  on  Auf^ist  15th,  1761,  of  what  is 
known  as  the  Family  Compact,  between  the  rulers  of  France  nnd 
Spain.  As  soon  as  news  of  this  was  received  in  l'.ii;:l;in(l,  Pitt 
desired  at  once  U)  declare  war  aj^ainst  Spain,  which  had  for  some 
time  previously  behaved  in  a  manner  not  altogether  becoming  a 
neutral ;  but,  being  ovorbome,  he  resigned.  "SaA  war  been  declared 
when  Pitt  wished,  the  very  rich  home-coming  Spanish  treasure- 
ships  from  America  might  have  been  seized.  As  soon  as  they  were 
safely  in  port,  Spain  took  no  more  pains  to  disguise  her  hostility, 
the  consequence  being  that,  by  proclamation  dated  January  2nd, 
1762,  war  was  declared  by  Great  Britain,  and,  by  proclamation  of 
Januaiy  IGtb,  by  Spain.  The  Spanif^h  court  at  once  endefivnmed 
to  coerce  P«ii  Ui^ai  into  joining  Spain  and  France  ;  but  Portugal  was 
loyal  to  lii  r  ancient  ally,  and  manfully  stood  out,  although  war 
was  veiy  quickly  declai'ed  against  her  as  a  penalty  for  her  non- 
compliance. Substantial  British  military  support  was  promptly 
given  h^,  numerous  British  officers  joined  her  army,  and  Com- 
manders Joseph  Norwood,  Thomas  Lee  (1),  and  Michael  Henty 
Pascal  *  took  service  in  hex  Navy. 

It  was  early  resolved  to  deal  with  Spain  in  the  most  vigorous 
and  uncompromising  manner.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  large  body 
of  tfoops  had  been  ordered  from  North  America  to  the  West  Indies 
with  a  view  to  the  reduction  of  the  French  Carilibee  Islands.  Tlie 
"Nfinistrv*  determined  that  these  troops  should  bo  reinforced  from 
Knghuid,  and  iliiiL,  alter  the  newly  conquered  islands  should  have 
been  properly  garrisoned,  an  eiqiedition  should  proceed  to  tibe 
attack  of  Havana.  The  command 'of  the  army  assigned  for  ^s 
service  was  given  to  Lieut.-6eneral  the  Eurl  of  Albemarle.  The 
command  of  the  squadron  was  given  to  Admiral  Sir  George 
Pocock,  K.B.,  with,  as  his  second.  Commodore  the  Hon.  A.  Eeppel, 
the  Earl  of  Albemarle's  brother. 

'  All  these  oflioen),  uitoD  their  return  to  Englaiid  after  the  peace,  vpiare  pmtod. 
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Aiiother  movement  mduced  by  the  ruptm-e  with  Spain,  w  as  the 
despatch  of  Commodore  Sir  Piercy  Brett  (1^,  with  a  strong  remlorce- 
meut,  to  Sir  Charles  Sauudcisi,  ii.li.,'  m  the  Mediterranean.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  with  Bear- Admiral  the  Dnke  ci  York,  cruised  off  the 
coasts  of  Spain  and  Porta^ ;  and  latar,  the  same  squadron,  under 
command  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy  (2)  and  the  Dnke  of  York,  left  port  a 
second  time  on  the  same  enand.  "While  arrangemoitB  were  thus 
made  to  attack  Spain  in  the  West  Indies,  and,  at  the  same  moment, 
to  distract  her  attention  at  home,  a  small  expedition,  under  commaud 
of  Bri^'adier-Geueral  Draper,  was  despatched  from  India  against  the 
Philippme  Islands. 

On  thedeatli  <if  Ucar-Adiiiiral  ilohiies,  Sir  James  DnufrlaB  (1)  was 
appointed  to  the  coiumaiid  at  Jamaica ,  Kear- Admiral  ivodney  KtiU 
commanded  on  the  Leeward  Islands'  station;  and  Commodore 
Lord  Colville  remained  in  North  Ameiica.  Commodore  Spry 
cruised  with  a  squadron  of  observation  off  Brest,  until  he  was 
relieved  by  Commodore  Bobert  ^lan  (2) ;  and  Commodore  Lord 
Howe  lay  in  Basque  lload  until  he  was  relieved  by  Commodore 
Peter  Denis.  Admiral  Holbume  commanded  at  Portsmouth ; 
Commodore  Jnhn  Monro  (1),  in  the  Downs,  and  Commodore  James 
Yountr  (h,  in  the  Channel. 

Kear-Admiral  Cornish  continued  to  command  in  the  East  Indi(is  ; 
but,  as  the  French  bad  neither  settlement  nor  trade  there,  he  had 
little  to  do  against  them.  When,  therefore,  war  broke  out  with 
Spain,  he  was  able  to  devote  ahnost  his  undivided  attention  to  the 
new  enemy.  Colond  Draper,  afterwards  Sir  William  Drapw,  K3., 
an  officer  who  had  distin^died  himself  at  the  siege  of  Madras  in 
1759,  had  devoted  part  of  a  period  of  sick  leave  to  inquiring  into  the 
condition  of  the  Spanisli  settlements  in  the  Philippine  Islands  ;  and 
he  had  discmerpc!  that  the  defence^  had  Ijccn  much  neglected,  and 
that  the  Spaniards  thei"e  trubied  rather  to  their  reraotem  ss  tluui  to 
llieir  strength  for  their  protection.^  Upon  the  commenctment  of 
hostihties,  Colonel  Draper  laid  bis  information  before  the  Ministry, 
and  measures  were  taken  accordingly.  He  was  at  once  aoit  to 
India  in  the  Argo^  28,  Captain  Bichard  King  (1),  with  instructions  for 
fitting  out  an  expedition  against  Manilla,  and  with  an  appointment 
as  commander-in-chief  of  the  troops  to  be  employed.  The  ex- 
pedition ultimately  consisted  of  the  79th  Begiment,  a  company  of 

'  Vice-AdmiTst  Stunden  wax  ko  instulkxl,  by  proxy,  on  lAhy  S6th,  1701. 
'  As  Uiey  appear  to  have  done  agaio  in  1806. 
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Koyal  Artillerj'  and  miscellaneous  bodies,  which,  with  630  seamen 
and  270  Marines  from  the  fleet,  broufjht  the  total  of  the  available 
field  army  up  to  alx)ut  2300  men,  who  were  embarked  in  Kear- 
Admiral  Cornish's  squadron  and  in  two  East  Indiamcn.  The 
preparations  were  begun  and  completed  within  three  weeks.  The 
Seahorse,  20,  Captain  Charles  Cathcart  Grant,  was  sent  in  advance 
to  intercept  any  vessels  that  might  be  bound  for  Manilla.  A 


.M>UIUAI.  hilt  ItUIIAHU  KINO  (1),  IIAItT. 
{From  a  lllhuynt/A  by  BiJIry,  tiflrr  n  mlitliilurt.i 


di^^8ion  of  the  fleet,  under  Commodore  Richard  Tiddeman,  sailed 
on  July  29th  ;  and  the  rest,  with  the  exception  of  the  Falmouth,  GO, 
which  was  left  to  convoy  an  Indiaman,  followed  under  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief on  August  1st.    On  August  19th  the  fleet*  reached 

'  LiKtofH.M.  shint.  ongagtil  in  the  exjMHlition  n^iainft  5Ianillft: — Nor/ulk,  74,  Kear- 
Adiiiiral  Samuel  ComiHh  (Vice- Admiral,  October  21i»t,  1762),  Ciiptniii  Riclinrd  Kemjeii- 
fflt;  Elizabeth,  Gl,  ("ominoilorc  Richard  Ti<l<lenmn,  Captain  Isaac  Floriniond  Ourry; 
Lenox,  74,  Captain  Rolwrt  Joccljn;  Qraflon,  Ch,  Cajitaiu  Hvile  Parker  (1);  IIV//- 
mouth,  60,  Captain  Riclianl  ColliuH  (2);  Amtriai,  GO,  Captain  Samuel  PitclifonI ; 
Panther,  60,  Commander  George  Ourry  (acting  for  Ca]>taiu  William  Newpom): 
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Malacca,  and  there  watered  and  took  on  board  various  suppHee. 
On  the  'llth  it  sailed  again ;  and  on  Septembt  i-  'I'M-d,  to  the  gi'eat 
snrprise  of  the  Spaniards,  who  hiul  not  heard  of  the  onthreak  of 
war,  It  anchored  off  Manilla.  On  the  2 ith  the  town  was  suimuoncd, 
but  without  result ;  and,  in  the  aftenioon,  uikU!  cover  of  the  Argo, 
Seahorse,  and  Sea/urd,  some  troops  were  lauded,  in  spite  of  a  heavy 
aoif  which  eaiuted  mvaoh  loss  of,  and  damage  to,  niatonal.  The 
boats  on  this  ooeaaaa  weie  under  the  direction  of  Captains  Hyde 
Parker  (1),  Bichard  Eempenfelt  and  William  Bieroton.  There  was 
but  slight  opposition.  The  rest  of  the  troops  and  the  Marines  were 
disembarked  on  the  25th  ;  and  on  the  2Gth  a  brigade  of  seamen, 
under  Cfiptfiiris  Collins,  Pitchford  and  Onrry,  reinforced  them.  On 
the  foilowin),'  day.s  batteries  weie  erected  and  opened  ;  and  on  tlie 
29th  the  Eli:ahi'th  and  Fdhnontli  \V(!rc  ordered  to  co-operato  as  best 
they  could  with  the  army,  by  enfiltiding  tlie  enemy's  front.  By 
October  5th  a  practicable  breach  had  been  made  in  the  works. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  that  day  this  was  stormed  with  success, 
and  the  governor  and  officers  were  drivw  to  the  eitadd,  which  they 
presently  snrrendered  at  discretion.  Not  only  Manilla,  bnt  with 
it  also  Luzon,  and  all  the  Spanish  islands,  were  handed  over  by  the 
terms  of  the  capitulation.  It  wa«i  arranged  that  Manilla  should  be 
ransomed  for  four  millions  of  dollars  to  save  it  from  pillage.  Owing, 
however,  to  the  bad  faiiL  of  tlie  Spaniards,  only  half  of  this  amount 
was  ever  paid.  The  conquest,  together  with  most  of  the  prize 
money,  was  handed  over  to  the  East  IndM  Company. 

Dttring  the  operations,  Cornish  obtained  news  that  a  galleon 
from  Acapnlco  was  on  her  way  to  Manilla.  Accordingly,  on 
October  4th,  he  despatched  the  Panther  and  A  rgo  to  intercept  her. 
These  failed  to  do  so  ;  but  they  succeeded  in  taking,  on  October  31st, 
the  Siiiifi'^ima  Trinidad,  which  had  left  ^fanilla  for  Acapnlco  on 
Augu.st  Itit,  having  on  board  treasure  worth  altaut  three  nnllion 
dollars.  In  the  meantime,  the  galleon  from  Acapnlco  had  amved 
at  Falapa,  in  Samar.  It  was  agreed  that,  subject  to  certain 
oonditions,  she  was  to  be  surrendered  to  the  British;  bnt  the 
arrangement  was  never  carried  out,  and  it  is  probable  that  mnch  of 
her  rich  cargo  eventnally  passed  into  the  hands  of  private  persons, 
who  had  no  right  to  it. 

50,  Cnjitaiij  Wiiiiaiii  BivicUiti;  Arifo,  'lH,  Ca[it.iiii  ]{iLharU  King(l);  tkvi- 
horsr,  L>o,  (  npiain  Clinrles  Cathcwt  Grant;  ISea/vrd,  20,  Cnptaio  John  Peighin;  and 
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The  operations  before  Manilla  were  less  costly  than  might  have 
been  expected.  The  ;iniiy  lost  but  115  killed,  drowned  and 
wrainded,  and  the  Xavy  hut  35.  The  ouly  uaval  olhcer  who  was 
killed  was  Lieutenant  Porter,  of  the  NorJ'olk,  but,  unfortunately, 
Commodore  Tiddonan  was  accidentally  drowned  on  the  day  of  tiie 
aanender.  Captain  Btchaxd  Kemp^elt  was  sent  home  witli  the 
naval  di^atches.  As  a  reward  for  the  service,  Conish  was  made 
a  baconetf  and  Draper  a  K.B.,  and  each  received  the  thanks  of  both 
Houses.  The  colours  taken  at  Manilla  were  hun^  in  the  chapel 
of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  of  which  Draper  had  been  a  member. 

The  French  t  nipire  m  North  America  had  ceased  to  exist ;  and 
its  disappearance  bud  rendered  uunecessarj'  the  prebence  on  the  spot 
of  part  of  the  large  body  of  troops  which  had  been  coucemed  in  the 
conquest  of  Cmada.  As  has  already  been  mentioned,  it  had  been 
decided  to  employ  some  of  them  against  the  French  islands  in  the 
West  Indies.  Bear-Admiial  Bodney  had  left  England  in  Oofeobtt, 
1761,  and  had  arrivt  d  in  Carlisle  Bay,  Barbados,  on  November  22nd. 
He  there  found  part  of  the  squadron  under  Commodore  Sir  James 
Donjjlas  (1),  which  he  speedily  detaclied  to  blockade  Martinique. 
Tmops  and  transjwrts  were  in  the  meantime  assembled  at  Bar- 
bados ;  and  an  improvised  force  of  armed  hired  sloops  was  sent  to 
crtuse  off  St.  Enstatia  to  prevent  the  Dutch  from  assisting  the  French 
with  supplies  and  provisions.  At  length,  on  Januuy  5th,  1762,  the 
fleet,^  having  on  hoard  nearly  14,000  troops  from  England,  Belle  Isle, 

^  Britioh  fleet  employed  in  the  expeditim  ngikiiMt  Mftrtinique,  i  tc.,  1762: — 
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North  America  and  the  West  India  Islands,  under  Major-General 
the  Hon.  Robert  Monckton,  sailed,  and^  on  tlie  7th,  joined  I)(m«»las 
off  Martinicjue.  The  coasts  of  the  island  had  not  been  properly 
reconnoitred,  nor  had  the  ships  adequate  charts  on  board.  The 
configuration  of  the  island  and  the  nature  of  its  defences  renderad 
it  desirable  to  land  the  temps  ai'dose  as  possible  to  the  places  at 
which  they  were  to  be  employed.  But.  at  fi»t»  this  fact  was  not 
realised ;  and  Bodney,  while  detaching  only  a  small  s(]iiadr(  n  to  the 
Great  Bay  of  Fort  Royal,  detached  another  to  La  Trinity  to  make 
a  fHnt,  and  himsolf  anchored  with  the  bulk  of  his  force  in  St.  Anne's 
Bay.  A  division,  under  Sir  James  Douglas,  silenced  the  batteines 
there,  and  landed  the  troops,  losincf,  however,  the  Ji'tilsoinuthlr, 
owing  to  the  ignorance  of  her  pilot.  But  it  was  soon  found  that 
the  march  across  to  Fort  Boyal  from  St.  Anne's  Bay  would  be  an 
undertaking  too  difficult  to  be  entered  upon.  The  works  which 
had  been  erected  at  St.  Anne's  were  therefore  blown  Qp»  tibe 
troops  were  re-embarked,  and  the  whole  force  proceeded  to  Fort 
Boyal  Bay. 

The  order  of  the  attack  having  been  arranged,  the  ships  went  to 
tiieir  stations  early  on  the  morning  of  the  IGth,  opening  fire  upon 
the  batteries  and  silencinjj  thmn  by  noon,  soon  after  wliich  the 
troops  were  landed  in  tliree  divisions  in  Ca^  des  Xavires  Ixiy,  under 
conduct  o£  C'apluins  Molyneux  Bhuidiiaut,  Kohert  Swanton  and 
the  Hon.  Augustas  John  Herrey.  By  sunset  two-fhirds  of  the 
army  were  on  shore ;  mSL  the  rest,  with  900  Marines,  followed  next 
morning.  The  distance  to  Fort  Boyal  was  not  great,  only  ahont 
five  or  six  miles;  but  the  eonntxy  was  terribly  difficnlt,  and  the 
defenders  fought  well  from  behind  every  rock  and  tree,  as  well  as 
within  artificial  works  of  all  kinds.  The  necessary  guns  were, 
however,  drajjfjcd  tn  the  front,  thanks  mainly  to  the  ener<:y  of  the 
seamen  oi  tlu^  i\rvi ;  and  on  Jaimary  24th,  a  prelimmary  attack  was 
made  by  a  body  of  troops  advancing  along  the  coast  parallel  with  a 
detachment  of  a  1000  seamen  in  boats ;  and  the  enemy  was  driven 
hack.  On  the  25th,  the  batteries  began  to  bombard  the  dtadel ; 
and  on  the  27tii  the  key  to  the  whole  position  was  taken.  Yet 
the  citadel  did  not  snrxender  until  February  4tb,  and  not  until 
February  IGth  was  Uie  whole  iriand  in  possession  of  Uie  British. 
Captain  Darby,  of  the  Dewnahiref  and  Major  Gates,  later  a  general 
in  the  army  of  the  revolting  American  Colonists,  carried  home  the 
dispatches  annotmcing  the  capture  of  Fort  Koyal;  and  each 
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received  from  the  King  the  nsoal  complimeiat  of  £500.  The 
British  loss  diitiag  the  operfttions  amounted  to  about  500  killed 

antl  wounded. 

Even  hpfnre  the  conquest  had  been  completed,  Kodney  detached 
Captain  S wanton  to  blockade  Grenada ;  and,  %\  ben  Martinique 
had  surrendered,  S wanton  was  reinforced  by  vessels  conveying 
troops.  These  reached  Grenada  on  March  3rd;  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  the  iBland  was  summoned ;  hut  the  governor  niaaodi  to 
comply.  The  inhabitantBp  however,  ignored  him,  and  capitnlated 
on  tiie  4th;  and  the  governor  himself  was  obliged  to  snirwder  at 
discretion  on  the  5th.  With  Grenada  fell  the  Gnmadinea.  Swan- 
ton,  leaving  a  garrison,  returned  to  Martinique. 

On  February  '24th  Captain  tlie  lion.  Aiif,mstns  Joliii  Hen-py  had 
been  similarly  detached  af^uinst  St.  Lucia.  But  he  could  not  natisf^' 
hiin^eU'  as  to  the  eiu  uiy's  streiii;ih ;  and,  to  discover  it,  he  disguised 
himself  as  a  midbhipiuan,  and,  in  the  capacity  of  an  interpreter, 
accompanied  the  officer  whom  he  sent  to  summon  the  governor, 
M.  de  liongueville.  That  gmtleman  r^sed  to  ennender;  yet 
Hervey  learnt  so  much  during  bis  visit  that,  on  the  following  day, 
he  made  preparations  for  taking  his  ships  into  the  harbour.  No 
sooner  did  the  governor  notice  signs  of  tibeir  intention  to  approach 
than  he  capitulated. 

Hf^n-ey  was  next  about  to  proceed  to  St.  Vincent  to  assure  the 
Caribs  that  their  nentniHty  would  be  maintained,  and  that  the 
French  would  be  no  longer  sutiered  to  interfere  with  iheni,  when  he 
was  recalled  by  Rodney,  in  consequence  of  news  having  been  received 
that  a  French  squadron  of  seven  sail  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,* 
onder  M.  de  Bl«iac,  with  seven  battalions  of  troops,  had  escaped 
from  Brest,  owing  to  Commodore  Spry  having  been  dtiven  Irom  his 
station  off  that  port;  and  that  it  was  on  its  vroy  to  ridisve  the 
French  West  India  Islands.  Spry  had  detached  the  Aquilcn,  26, 
Captain  Chaloner  Ogle  (2),  with  this  intelligence  to  Bodney.  But, 
before  the  arrival  of  Spry's  dispatch,  the  French  squadron  had  been 
sighted  on  March  Hth.  on  ilie  windward  side  of  Martinique.  It  lay 
to  ofif  the  cotisi  until  tin-  JOth,  when  it  stood  for  Donnmea. 

liodney  suniiaoned  his  detached  division  to  a  rendezvous  off  the 
Salines,  and,  with  Sir  James  Douglas  (1 ) ,  went  in  roardL  of  the  ^emy  ; 
but  without  result.   When  he  had  collected  his  whole  force  and  had 

'  Due  (/<i  Jtouryoync,  80;  Di/tHHur,  71;  Ihc'.or,  ~l;  IHadtnu,  74;  Froltjt,  04; 
DragoHf  04;  Br0anU  6-1;  Ziph^t  32 ;  Dffijftnfe,  32 ;  Opo/ft  20 1  Ca'tffo,  16. 
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beeu  assured  that  the  Fiendk  had  gone  to  Cape  Franvois,  be  retumctl 
to  Martiniqae  to  water.  lie  there  found  the  Atptiloii,  from  which 
he  learnt  tnistwoithy  details  of  ^1.  do  Tiluiiao's  strenf'th.  He 
already  knew,  tliauks  to  esirly  information  scni  him  liy  CoimnRnrler 
Georcfe  Johnstone,  comnmnding  the  Horn ff  on  the  T,islioii  station, 
of  the  rupture  with  Spain ;  and  he  was  thus  enabled  to  attack  the 
Spamiah  trade  in  the  Weat  Indies  befora  the  SpamaidB  tiianselvee 
knew  that  war  had  broken  ottt.  This  important  intdligenoe  had 
been  brought  to  him  by  a  small  French  privateer  prize,  which 
Johnstone  had  entnisted  to  the  Homet*t  master,  Mr.,  afterwards 
Captain,  John  iM'Laurin.  At  Martinique  Kodney  also  heard  that 
a  strong  Spanish  squadron  had  arrived  at  Havana  and  that  Jamaica 
was  believed  to  be  threatfnetl.  He  therefore  sent  a  fri«^ato  to  warn 
Ca[>tain  Arthur  Forrest,  who,  as  senior  otiicer,  bud  succeeded  Rear- 
Adiuiral  Holnies  on  the  Jamaica  station,  and  to  de.sire  biiu  to  join 
the  main  lleet  oli  Cajie  St.  iSicolas,  whither  he  himself  intended  to 
proceed. 

He  was,  however,  not  quite  ready  to  sail  when,  on  March  26th, 
the  Richmond^  Captain  John  Elphinstone  (1),  arrived  ftom  England 
with  orders  for  him  and  General  Monckton  to  postpone  further 
operations  pending  the  appearance  of  Admiral  Sir  George  Pocock, 
who  liad  been  commissioned  to  conduct  a  secret  expedition  on  an 
important  scale.  This  did  not  prevent  liodney  from  sendin«i  Sir 
James  Douf^las  (1),'  with  ten  sail  nf  tlu  line,  to  the  Jamaica  station 
with  directions  to  briiij;;  Fornst's  sipiadrou  thence  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  to  join  Pocock.  He  also  hcuL  Captain  Swautou, 
with  a  division,  to  cruise  off  the  Spanish  Main,  and  himself  went 
to  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  sending  a  frigate  to  meet  Pocock  at  Bar- 
bados, where  Sir  George  arrived  on  board  the  Namur  on  April  20tli. 
Pocock  sailed  again  on  the  24th,  joined  Kodney  at  Cas  des  Navires 
on  the  2r)th,  and,  wnth  the  "greater  part  of  the  fleet,  proceeded  on 
May  Gth  for  Havana,  leaving  Bodney  in  charge  of  the  Leeward 
I.slands. 

On  the  Jamaica  station  Captain  Forrest  wa»,  of  course,  stiper- 

'  />«fc//H,  74,  ("<)iniin>>U>ro  Sir  James  Doii};laK(l ),  Cnjitaiii  Eilwanl  (■;>*<  "iL'in' ;  Cirf- 
ludtu,  74,  ('ai'tain  .loliii  H:irker(l):  J>nitf,n  i':\\'t.i\u  ll<>n.  Au^.  .lolm  Ht-rvev; 
7>'fn»»r«iVr,  71,  Caj't-niii  Matthew  liartoii;  Trm fh;  ~0,  (  ai'taiii  Julian  I.e^.;*';  J>-L'un- 
xhirr,  ()),  Cajitnin  Saiiiue!  Marshall  (i);  Akiil>\  Cniitniii  Tli'iiiias  llaiikerhnn  ;  Sl!rliitg 
Casfir,  <>t,  Captain  .lames  Caiiiiilieil  Nolfiiii/liaiii,  '>•>,  (',i|itaiii  Thuiiias  (  olli;!,;- 

WihnI;  Hutherlau'l,  50,  Cajitaiu  ilithael  Kveiitt ;  Duvti\  10, 1  'lii'laiu  Chuluucr  <.);jk'  (.;); 
I^uitder^  borab,  Coniiituuler  Bubert  HaKwell;  utiil  Orpmvtit,  btmib. 
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seded  by  the  arrival  of  Sir  James  Douglas  (1),  who  despatched  a 
squadron  nnder  Captain  Hon.  Au'^'ustus  John  Hervey  Mo  blockade 
M.  (U:  l^k'iKLC  at  Cape  Fr;in<;ois,  until  the  whole  Jamaica  squadron 
should  be  ready  to  join  Pocock  at  Cape  St.  Nicolas. 

The  Havana  expedition,  when  complete,  included  about  15,500 
m«n,  the  whole  commanded  by  George,  Earl  of  Albemarle.  The 
strength  of  the  fleet  will  be  fonnd  set  forth  in  the  note.'  After 
leaving  Martmiqne  the  expedition  was  joined  in  the  Mona  poMage 
on  May  8th  by  Captain  Hon.  Augustus  John  Herrey,  and,  havinff 
arrived  off  Cape  St  Nicolas  on  the  18th,  was  there  xeinforoed  on 
the  '2yid  by  Sir  James  Douglas  from  Jamaica. 

It  was  open  to  Pocock  either  to  sail  l)y  the  south  side  of  (  uha, 
along  the  track  of  the  galleons,  round  the  west  end  of  the  island  and 

'  iJniffoii,  74,  Captain  Him.  A.  .T.  Ilervey;  Ti  iui'raire,  74,  Captain  Matthew  Barton  ; 
attriitig  Ciutie,  (H,  Caiitain  James  Campbell  (2);  Akidt,  64,  I'aptaia  TbomM  iliUik«r- 
M>n;  D^anee,  60,  Captain  Geoi^i^e  Muckcnxie;  NMim/ham,  60,  Captiun  Thomas 
C-'itllinizwixxi ;  Prn,hi  i>kr,  tiO,  Captain  John  Wlicelixk  :  Ihi'fr,  40,  Captain  Clialoner 
Ogl«  (3);  Trent,  28,  Captain  Juhn  LindMy;  and  I'ort  Hahon,  20,  Captain  Thoaias 

^  Fleet  under  Sir  George  Pooock  at  the  rednctioo  of  Havana,  and  on  the  Jamaica 

aUtiou,  1762:^ 
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80  beat  down  to  Havana,  or  to  steer  along  fhe  north  side  of  Cuba 
through  the  Old  Strait  of  Bahama.  The  former  was  the  easier, 
thongh  the  longer,  course  ;  the  latter  was  the  shorter,  though  it  was 
somewhat  difficult  and  even  hazardous,  tlie  channel  boin<;  narrow 
and  intricate.  But  the  Admiral  chose  it,  smce  time  was  precious, 
and  smce  it  was  important  as  early  as  possible  to  secure  the  only 
passage  by  which  the  French  could  send  supphes  to  Havana. 
Pocock  despatched  Sir  James  Douglas  in  the  Centurwn  to  Jamaica 
to  bring  stores  thence,  and  -to  hasten  forward  snch  shipe  as  woe 
still  there;  and  on  the  27th,  with  his  huge  fleet  of  about  two 
hundred  sail,  the  Admiial  bore  away  for  the  Old  Strait  of  Bahama. 
The  precautions  which  he  took  aie  described  in  a  letter  which,  on 
June  14th,  he  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  the  Admiralty.  He 
placed  boats  on  the  iiiost  d  angerous  shoals  on  each  hand  to  act  as 
marks;  and  he  records  that  he  was  trreatly  assisted  in  the  iiavisration 
by  Anson's  cliart,  which  he  found  very*  correct.  During  ihe  passa^'e, 
two  Spanish  vessels,  the  Thetis,  22,  and  Fenix,  storeahip,  were 
captured  by  the  Alarm,  Captain  James  Alms  (1). 

The  Strait  was  passed  on  June  5th ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  the  fleet  was  brought  to  about  fifteen  miles  east  of  Havana,  so 
that  diiecttcttiB  might  be  given  to  the  captains  as  to  the  landing. 
The  conduct  of  this  operation  was  entrusted  to  Commodore  the 
Hon.  Augustus  Keppel,  who  had  under  him  six  sail  of  the  hne  and 
some  frigates.  At  2  p.m.  the  Admiral  bore  away  with  thirteen  sail 
of  the  line,  two  frigates,  the  bonil»s,  and  thirty-six  victuallers  and 
btoreships,  and  ran  down  towards  tlie  harbour,  in  which  he  saw 
twelve  Spanish  sail  of  the  line'  and  sevural  laerchantmen .    On  the 
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following  morning,  the  7th,  he  niade  a  feint  of  landing  the  Marines 
about  four  miles  to  the  west  of  Havana,  wliile  the  Earl  of  Albemarle, 
with  the  whole  army,  lauded  without  opposition  between  the  rivers 
Boca  Nao  and  Coximar,  six  miles  east  of  Moro  Castle,  under  the 
conduct  of  Captains  Hervey,  Barton,  Drake,  Arbutlmot,  Jekyll,  and 
Wheelock,  B.N.  Aft^  it  bad  landed,  the  enemy  made  some  show 
of  fight,  especially  when  the  troops  wore  about  to  cross  the  river 
Coximar;  bnt  the  foe  was  dispersed  by  the  fire  of  the  Mercury ^ 
Bonetta,  and  Dragon.  A  detachment  of  seamen  and  900  Marines 
were  landed  to  co-operate. 

On  July  Ist,  after  some  progress  had  been  made  with  the  siege, 
the  Cambridi/e,  Dragon,  und  Marlborotif/h  wore  ordered  tn  cannonade 
Moro;  and  at  about  8  a.m.  they  In-^an  a  heavy  lire,  which  was  well 
returned  till  2  p.m.  The  vessels*  were  all  so  much  dama»ied  that, 
one  alter  another,  they  had  to  be  called  off.  The  Canihriihjc  lost 
24  killed  and  95  wounded ;  the  Dragon,  16  IdQed  and  87  wounded ; 
and  the  Narlborought  2  killed  and  8  wounded.  Among  the  killed  in 
the  Can^rid(fe  was  Captain  Goostrey,  whose  place  was  afterwards 
taken  by  Captain  Lindsay  of  the  Trent.  As  this  mode  of  procedure 
was  found  to  be  too  costly,  the  further  bombardment  of  the  defences 
was  left  mainly  to  the  sliore  batteries,  which,  aided  by  mines,  made 
a  practicable  breach  in  tlic  Morn  by  July  HOth.  On  that  day  the 
castle  was  carried  by  storm.  In  tlic  stru;4^'k>  tlus  commandant,  tiie 
gallant  Don  Luis  de  \  elabco,  wut.  uiurlally  wounded.  In  hcmour  of 
his  defence,  there  has  ever  since  been  a  ship  named  the  ]'elascv  in 
the  Spanish  navy.  The  vessels  in  the  harbour  took  port  in  the 
operations,  but  were  of  little  avail. 

Upon  the  fall  of  Moro  the  siege  was  pressed,  and,  on  August  11th, 
after  a  particularly  heavy  bombardment,  flags  of  trace  were  hung 
out  on  shore  and  in  the  S)  »  un'sh  flagship.  A  little  later  another  flag 
wa.s  sent  to  the  British  headquarters ;  negotiations  were  entered 
upon  ;  and,  after  some  delay,  the  capitulation  was  signed  on  the 
18th,  and  part  of  the  works  was  taken  posset^sion  of  by  the  British 
on  the  1-lth. 

The  specie,  stores,  and  valuables  found  in  the  place  were  worth 
about  £3,000,000  staling ;  and  with  the  city  were  also  taken  nine 
sail  of  the  line.  Two  others  lying  on  the  stocks  had  been  burnt, 
and  three  more,  besides  a  large  galleon,  had  been  sunk  in  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour.*  On  the  other  hand,  the  British  killed,  wounded, 
>  For  thf.  named  and  force  of  thc»e,  a«o  note  jt.  2-S7. 
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and  miBBmg  numbered  no  few^  than  1790 ;  and  many  other  lives 

were  lost  owing  to  the  nnwholeaomeness  of  the  climate  and  the 
hardships  of  the  siege.  The  naval  dispatches  were  smt  home  by 
Captain  the  Hon.  Augustus  John  Hervoy,  in  thn  Drmjon,  which  on 
her  passage  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a  French  ship  valued 
at  £80,000. 

During  the  siege  several  Spanish  vessels  were  taken  on  the  coast. 
Ou  July  24th  the  Chesterfield,  40,  and  four  transports  with  reiuforce- 
menis  of  troops  from  North  America,  were  lost  at  Gayo  Confite, 
but  the  people  were  saved.  Lieutenant  Walker,  commanding  the 
Lurcher,  cutter,  going  on  June  18th  up  the  Chorera  Eiver  out  of 
mere  curiosity,  had  the  misfortune  to  bo  killed.  The  prize  money 
divided  amounted  to  about  ^730,000.  Its  division  caused  much 
heart-burning,  the  shares  of  the  Admiral  and  gencml  being  each 
t']*3'2, 097  lOf,  6rf. ;  while  the  shan'  of  a  captain  K  N.  was  but 
.t'lGUO  10s.  lOf^,  of  a  petty  officer  (jiily  £17  5^.  'Sd.,  and  of  n  seaman 
or  Marine  not  more  than  £'6  14^<.  Ujrf.  It  was  felt,  and  perhaps 
with  reason,  that  the  administration  permitted  the  commanding 
officers  to  appropriate  far  too  large  a  share  of  the  spoils  to  them* 
selves. 

The  fall  of  Havana,  apart  from  its  intrinsic  significance,  had 

almost  the  importance  of  a  great  naval  victory,  owing  to  the  large 
number  of  Spanish  sail  of  the  line  which  shared  the  fate  of  the  city. 
The  military  conduct  of  the  siege  by  tlic  Earl  of  Alhemarle  has  been 
blamed,  chiefly  because,  instead  of  attacking  the  city  where  it  was 
weak,  he  attacked  Moro  and  Punta  Fort,  which  were  strong,  but 
which,  nevertheless,  must  have  quickly  (alien  had  the  cit}-  itself 
been  taken.  ]iut  although  iliore  may  be  justice  in  this  criticism,  it 
does  not  appear  that  anything  can  be  urged  against  Pocock's  conduct 
of  his  part  of  the  business ;  unless  indeed,  it  be  admitted  that  he  was 
vrrong  to  oppose  his  ships  to  the  Moro  on  July  1st.  For  the  rest, 
the  co-operation  between  the  Kavy  and  anny  was  thoroughly  loyal 
and  smooth  ;  and  the  behaviour  of  both  was  admii  ii>le. 

Sir  George  Pocock  delivered  up  the  command  of  the  fleet  to  the 
Hon.  Augustus  Krppel,  who  by  that  time  had  been  promoted  to  be  a 
Rear-Admirai  of  Blue;  and,  with  the  Nrtm^ir,  Culkxhn,  Temple, 
Dt  coH.ihirr,  MarUM/tonyh,  Infante,  S(ni  (it  nuro,  Asuucioit,^  and 
several  other  Spanish  prizes  and  about  tiiiy  transports,  sailed  for 
England  on  November  3rd.  About  six  hundred  miles  west  of  Land's 
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End,  the  squadron  was  dispersed  by  a  ver}'  violent  gale  from  the 
eastward.  Twelve  of  the  transports  foundered,  though  their  crews 
wcif  happily  sttved.  The  Tcniplr  came  to  a  similar  end.  The 
Ciiilodcn  and  ])i  roitshiir  would  probably  have  fared  likewise,  had 
they  not  thrown  overboard  many  of  their  guns.  Part  of  the  fleet 
mibde  Kingsale.  The  other  port,  which  kept  the  sea,  suffered 
terrible  privaticna  from  famine,  thirat  and  aickneaa.  So  anziona  did 
the  Admiralty  become,  that  it  aent  out  several  Mgatea  to  search  for 
Sir  George ;  who,  however,  safely  reached  Spitbead  on  Jannaty  13th, 
17G3.  The  San  Genaro,  one  of  the  ships  which  had  put  into 
Kin^de,  came  to  grief  when  at  length  she  anohoTBd  in  the  Downa. 
She  was  overtaken  by  another  storm,  and  was  cast  away.  The 
Marlborough  InRt  company  with  tlic  Admiral  parly  on  tlif  voyage  ; 
but  she,  too,  lucl  with  very  litjavy  weather,  and,  owiii^'  to  leaks,  was 
obliged  to  put  before  the  wind,  throw  her  guns  ovc^rhoard.  and  keep 
her  crew  at  the  pumps  until  November  2ytb,  when  her  people  were 
taken  off  by  the  Antelope,  50,  Captain  Thomas  Graves  (2),  which  waa 
on  hex  voyage  home  from  Newfoondlaad.  The  Marlborought  after 
having  been  abandoned,  waa  deatzoyed.  Bear-Admiral  K&ppd  ami 
home  the  reat  of  the  Spaniah  prizea  under  Captain  Azbnthnot  of  the 
Or/orrl,  together  with  the  Centaur,  Dublin,  Alcide,  Hampton  Covrt, 
Edgar  and  some  frigatea;  and,  after  having  acted  with  energy  npon 
the  station  until  the  peace,  he  remnincd  to  deliver  up  Havana  on 
July  7th,  17(53,  in  accordance  with  tlie  provisions  nf  the  treaty. 
Some  of  his  vessels  then  proceetied  to  I'lorida  to  take  over  that 
province:  and  Keppei  hmiselt  went  to  Jamaica,  where  he  was 
presently  relieved  by  Bear-Admiral  Sir  William  Bumaby. 

In  the  meantime,  the  French,  taking  advantage  of  the  large 
withdrawal  of  troope  to  the  West  Indies,  of  the  def^celeaa  condition 
of  Newfoundland,  and  of  a  fog  in  the  Channel,  deapatched  from 
Breat,  under  M.  de  Temay,  a  squadron,  which,  with  1500  troops 
under  Comte  d'Hausaonville,  evaded  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  entered  the  harbour  of  St.  John's  on  June  24th  and 
quickly  took  the  town.  On  its  way,  ih'm  fl(et  fell  in  \nth  three 
combined  convoys  of  great  value,  which  it  mi;_;ht  easily  have  taken 
had  it  not  prefened  the  ulterior  object  of  the  expedition,  and  had  it 
not  been  tleterred  by  the  bold  iront  otlered  to  it  by  Captain  Jobhua 
Kowley,  o£  the  Superb,  74,  who  bad  with  him  the  Gosport,  44, 
Captain  John  Jervia,  and  the  Danatf  38,  Captain  Henry  Martin  (2). 
The  capture  of  thia  convoy  would  have  done  Great  Britain  far 
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more  damage  at  that  moment  tlian  the  capture  of  Newfoundland. 
Captain  Thomas  Graves  (2),  governor  of  the  island^  who  lay  at 
Plscentia  in  the  AnieU^^  50,  at  once  sent  news  of  the  French 
descent  to  Commodore  Lord  Colville,  at  Halifax.   Golville  sailed  to 

the  rehef  of  the  island,  and  joined  Graves;  and  on  August  25tli, 
M.  de  Teniay  found  himsrlf  hlnckadrd  in  St,  John's.  On 
SepteuilH.-r  lilh,  troops  arrived  from  Louihbourg,  and  were  landed; 
and  the  enemy  was  driven  back ;  but  on  the  IGth,  the  blockading 
ships  being  driven  from  their  station  by  a  westerly  gale,  M.  de 
Temay  slipped  his  cables  and  got  away.  A  relieving  squadron  had 
been  sent  from  England  in  the  meantime  under  Captain  Hugh 
FaUiaer,  but  de  Temay  managed  to  avoid  this  force  also.  After  his 
departure,  the  condition  of  the  French  was,  of  course,  hopeless; 
and  on  September  18th  Comte  d'Haussonville  capitulated. 

A  little  expedition  of  17()'2  drspn'os  soinf  niontinn  here  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  Royal  Navy  had  very  little  part  in  it,  and  that 
it  had  no  important  results.  Tt  was  an  adventure  which,  in  a 
degree,  recalls  some  of  the  exploits  of  the  Elizabethan  era,  in  that 
it  was  a  warhke  undertaking  by  private  persons,  countenanced, 
however,  by  the  adminidiration,  and  that  it  was  aimed  against  the 
Spanish  power  in  America.  A  company  of  British  noblemen  and 
mnohants  came  to  the  oonclusion  that  an  attack  upon  the  province 
of  Buenos  Ayres  might  be  both  useful  to  the  nation  and  lucrative 
to  the  adventurers.  They  purchased  from  the  Admiralty  11. M.  ships 
Kingston,  50  (which  they  renamed  Lord  Clive),  and  Ambuscade,  28  ; 
and  they  placed  these  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Macnamara,  an 
officer  of  the  East  India  Company's  marine.  They  further  obtained 
the  co-operation  of  two  PortUf,Miese  vessels,  in  which  were  emharked 
five  hundred  soldiers.  The  little  squadron,  which  iiiao  included 
five  store  ships,  sailed  for  Bio  de  Janeiro,  where  the  final  pre^ 
parationa  were  made,  and,  proceeding,  ratered  the  Biv«r  Plate  on 
November  2nd.  Macnamara  found  that  the  Spaniards  were  better 
situated  for  defence  than  he  had  expected.  An  attempt  was  made 
on  Nova  Colonia,  which  had  been  captured  by  the  Spaniards  from 
the  Portuguese :  but  it  was  not  successful.  In  a  second  attack,  on 
Jannjin'  <)th,  1703,  the  Lord  Clire  took  fire  and  burnt  to  the  water's 
edge,  her  people,  however,  fijijhtinfj  her  to  the  very  last.  Of  her  en  w 
of  three  hundred  and  liftv,  t\v<i  hundred  and  seventy-two,  including 
Macnamara,  perished.  The  Ambuscade,  though  terribly  mauled, 
managed  to  get  back  to  Bio.   It  should  be  added  that  the  gallant 
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Spaniards  tioatod  with  the  greatebl  ^cneromty  those  survivors  of 
the  Lord  Clire  who  fell  into  their  hands,  and,  instead  of  re«:arding 
them  as  enemies,  treated  them  as  guests  whom  misfortune  had  cast 
upon  their  shores. 

Th<'  vear  witnessed  nu  events  of  great  importance  in  the 
Meditermuean ;  where  Sir  Charles  Saunders  was  strongly  rein- 
forced hy  a  €quadron  tuicler  6ir  Tietcy  Brett  (1).  Some  ezoeedingly 
valuable  prizes  were  made  on  the  station;  but  the  fleets  of  the 
bdUigerents  did  not  meet.  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  and  most  of  the 
ships  returned  to  England  at  the  peace,  leaving  Sear-Admiral  Sir 
IPiercy  Brett  to  take  possession  of  Minorca.  Brett  was  subsequently 
relieved  hy  Commodore  Thomas  Harrison  (2). 

It  has  heen  nlready  mtntimicd  that  'M.  dc  l^lonac  got  out  of 
Brest,  nnd  sailed  tor  ^lartiiiique  during  a  temporary  absence  from 
his  btation  of  C'omiuodorc  Spry,  owing  to  heavy  weather.  Spry 
chased ;  but,  his  provisions  threaienmg  to  give  out,  he  had  to  return 
to  England,  having  first  Sent  the  Aquilcn  to  warn  Boclney  of  what 
had  happened.  During  the  year  tiie  other  oectarmces  in  waters 
near  home  were  mainly  confined  to  the  monotonous  blockading  of 
the  enemy's  ports,  and  to  the  capture  of  their  crusers.  Commodore 
Lord  Howe  lay  in  Basque  Boad,  watching  Boobefort  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Charente,  until  he  was  relieved  by  Commodore  Peter  Denis. 
When  M.  do  Ternay  escaped  from  Brest,  thv  fleet  unde  r  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  and  the  Duke  of  York  went  in  pursuit,  but  missed 
him  This  fleet,  thtui  under  Sir  Charles  TTardy  ci),  cmised  ;?«r:iin  in 
St  pit  iiiber  and  October,  and  once  more  in  November,  but  accoiu- 
plished  nothing.  The  cruisers  of  Commodore  Bobert  Man  (2),  who 
succeeded  Spry  off  Brest;  of  Commodore  James  Young  (1),  who 
commanded  in  the  Channel ;  and  of  Commodore  John  Moore  <1), 
who  commanded  in  the  Downs,  made  various  prizes ;  but  the  details 
of  these,  and  of  other  minor  captures,  will  be  fittingly  given  in  the 
next  chapt^.  One  episode,  in  which  the  force  under  Commodore 
Moore  was  concerned,  may,  however,  be  noticed  here. 

The  Dutch  had  for  snjne  time  been  supplying  the  eneniif^  of 
Great  I^ritnin  with  provisions  and  stores;  and  the  Bntish  cruisers, 
in  conse(iUt  ace,  vigilantly  searched  tlieir  lucichajuuien.  The  States 
General,  resenting  this,  commissioned  some  men-of-war  to  protect 
the  ilUcit  trade ;  and,  in  September,  a  Dutch  flotilla  of  four  merchant- 
men, convoyed  by  a  36-gttn  frigate,  was  fallen  in  with  by  the 
Huntert  sloop,  which,  being  refused  permission  to  search,  and  being 
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too  w  viik  to  enforce  her  demands,  retnmed  to  I^roon?.  He  neni  the 
Diana,  32,  Captain  William  Adamn  {2),  the  Clietiitr,  50,  Captain 
William  Hay,  the  Hunter,  14,  Commander  James  Ferguson,  and 
the  Trial,  14,  Commmid^  James  Cmminghain,  'with  ordras  to  do 
what  was  necessary.  Adams  fonnd  the  Dntduoen,  and  denumded 
to  know  what  the  convoy  haid  on  board.  The  Dutch  captain  again 
refused  to  allow  a  seardi,  and  declared  that  he  would  fight  lather 
than  ])enmt  it;  whereupon  Adams  sent  loats  to  board  each 
merchantman.  The  Dntrli  fired  r\  gun  at  the  leading  boat,  and 
wounded  a  man  in  her.  Adams  retaliated  by  firinjj  a  ^,'un  at  the 
fripfitc,  which  replied  with  a  broadside.  This  brought  about  an 
action,  which,  in  fifteen  minutes,  resulted  in  all  the  Dutch  ships 
submitting.  They  were  taken  into  the  Downs.  The  merchantmen, 
being  fonnd  to  have  on  board  stoies  for  the  French  navy,  were 
detained;  bat  the  fngate,  which  had  lost  four  killed  and  five 
wounded,  was  dismissed. 

During  tiiis  last  year  of  tiie  contest  the  enemy  took  but  two 
British  men-of-war,  a  sloop  and  a  bomb  ketch.  The  list  of  the 
men-of-war  taken  by  the  British  will  be  foimd  in  the  appendix. 
The  French  merchantmen  and  privateers  taken  nnmbercd  1'20 ;  and, 
as  in  previous  years,  their  value  was  greatly  in  excess  of  that  of  the 
British  privateers  and  iuerchantmen  captured,  though  the  immlHjr 
of  the  latter  was  considerably  greater.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
can^paign  the  French  had  vocy  few  vessels  at  sea;  and  their  trade 
was  ruined.  The  Spanish  power  afloat  was  never  great  enough  to 
be  a  serious  menace. 

The  first  overtures  for  peace  came  from  France  to  Greal^  Britain 
through  the  Sardinian  envoy  in  London.  In  consequence  of  them, 
the  Duke  of  BedfV»rd  was  sent  to  Paris,  and  the  Due  de  Niveniois 
came  to  England,  with  full  powerf? :  and  on  Xovember  Mrd,  17()'2, 
the  preliminaries  of  peace,  hetweeu  Great  Jirituiu  on  tlic  nue  side 
and  France  and  Spain  on  the  other,  were  signed  at  F(  iitaiuebleuu. 
The  terms  were  scarcely  proportionate  to  the  measure  ot  the  suc- 
cesses which  had  been  gained  by  Great  Britain  during  the  war.  She 
acquired  Canada,  St.  John's,  Cape  Breton,  and  that  part  of  what  was 
then  called  Louisiana,  east  of  the  Mississippi,  except  New  Orleans, 
together  with  the  right  of  ficee  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  France 
received  permission,  subject  to  certain  conditions,  to  fish  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  was  given  the  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon  as  fish-curing  stations.   Spain  relinquished  her  claim  to 
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fifth  on  the  banks  of  Newf onndland ;  and  undertook  to  restore  to 
Portugal  any  places  which  she  might  have  oonqnered  from  that 
power,  and  to  cede  Florida  to  Great  Britain.  But  Great  Britain 
was  to  restore  Havana  and  its  dqsendencies.  Martinique,  Gnade- 
loupe,  and  Marie  Galante  also,  were  to  be  given  back  to  France, 
whicli,  in  addition,  obtained  St.  Lucia,  previously  a  neutral  island. 
Great  Britain  retained  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,  and  recdved 
the  formerly  neutral  islands  of  Dominica,  St.  Vincent  and  Tobago. 
She  also  had  Minorca  restored  to  her  and  kept  S6n6gal ;  but  she 
restored  Belle  Isle  and  Gkirte  to  France.  The  fortifications  of 
Bxinquerque,  should,  it  was  agreed,  be  demolished.  In  Asia,  Great 
Britain  had  to  restore  the  conqoests  made  from  France ;  bat  France 
was  to  erect  no  fortifications  in  her  possessions  within  the  province 
of  Bengal.  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi  was  ceded  by  France 
to  Spain. 

The  trrins  of  the  treaty,  thon<jh  honourable,  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  particularly  advantageous  to  Great  Britain,  seeing  that 
her  maritime  superiority  in  17G2  was  such  that  she  might  have 
seized,  and  kept,  almost  what  she  would.  The  definitive  treaty  was 
signed  at  Paris  on  Febmaiy  10th,  1763;  and  bo  ended  the  Seven 
Years'  War. 

Commenting  upon  the  settlement,  Mahan  writes : — 

^  "The  imtion  at  large  aad  Pitt,  the  fiivonrit«  of  the  nation,  were  bitt«rly  oiiposed  to 

thf  t<  rill-  i  f  t!n>  trt'.ity.  'France,'  s.ii<i  Pitt,  'is  chieHy  foriiiidaWe  to  iis  n-  i  l  imiuii  « 
iiud  couinitTcial  puwer.  Wimt  we  gain  iu  ihiii  respect  in  valuable  to  m  above  all 
thnn^h  tlie  injury  to  her  which  riMulta  from  it  You  leave  to  Fnmee  the  poBsibility 
of  reviving  licr  imvy.'  In  triitli,  from  the  jwint  view  of  s>  \-]iii'iv>_r  atnl  of  tlie 
uatiuual  jealouuiex  which  th«  opirit  of  that  age  uaucUoueU,  ttiese  words,  though 
illiberal,  wefe  atrietlj  jtutifiaUe.  The  reatotatioii  to  Fratice  of  her  eolooiea  ia  the 
West  Indies  and  her  stutii  ii<  in  Iri  li  i,  trv^ether  with  tiie  vahiable  ri^lit  <  f  fishery  in 
her  fanner  Autericau  x^'i^^'^^^ioiiK,  put  beiorti  her  the  poi$»ibUity  and  iuduceiuent  to 
restore  her  shipping,  her  commerce,  and  her  navy,  and  tbua  tended  to  raeall  her  fttm 
(111-  ]  rif  (1  intitiriif Atnl/itioh  which  hn<\  (ifcit  -^n  fatal  to  her  intercMts,  and  in  the 
same  [>ro{»ortiou  lavouruble  tu  the  uuprccedeuted  growth  of  Euglaod'a  power  upou  Uio 
ocean.  The  opposition,  and  indeed  some  of  the  tniniatiy,  aim  thought  that  ao  oom- 
mandin*;  and  iuijKirtant  ;i  ]^ivit;r>ti  as  llavana  wa.s  jiwrly  j  aid  for  by  the  cession  of  the 
lUeu  deiiulate  aud  uuprtxluctivc  regtou  called  Florida.  Puerto  Kicu  wa»  ttuggested, 
Florida  accepted.  There  were  other  minor  i>ointa  of  differenoflp  into  which  it  ia 
utitiecesbiiry  to  enter.  It  can  scarcely  be  denitwl  that  with  the  comniaridi tier  iiiilitn'y 
control  of  the  Msa  held  by  Euglaud,  gra<>piug  as  »he  uow  did  SO  many  iiii]K.>rtaxit 
poeitiona,  with  ber  navy  OTerwbetaiiosIy  wiperior  in  numbers,  and  her  commercaal 
and  internal  condition  very  thriving,  more  rigorous  terms  ini<?ht  easily  have  been 
exacted  aud  would  have  beeu  prudeut.  ihe  iuiui»try  defended  their  eageruo!>is  and 
flturit  of  ooneesrion  on  the  ground  of  the  enormoua  growth  of  the  debt,  which  then 
amounted  to  £ll."J,*)*'>0,W*<\  a  funi  from  every  fK^int  of  view  much  greater  tlien  than 
nowi  but  while  thiit  draft  u^iou  the  future  wah  fully  juHiitied  by  the  »ucce«>»  of  the 
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war,  it  also  imperatively  demanded  that  the  utmost  advautages  which  the  military 
ritaation  mads  obtalnibl«^  afaoald  be  exacted.  This  the  miniatT^  iUled  to  do.  .  . 

Xevcrtlidess,  the  gains  of  England  were  very  great,  not  only  iu  territorial  increase, 
Dor  yet  in  maritime  preponderance,  but  in  the  prestige  and  position  achieved  iu  the 
eyea  of  the  nationa,  now  fully  opened  to  her  great  naourees  and  mighty  power.  To 
tlit'st!  re.sults,  won  by  the  wa,  the  i>sue  nf  tlio  continental  war  ■  (feii'il  a  >iii_'ular  and 
suggestive  contrast.  France  had  already  withdrawn,  along  with  Englanii,  from  all 
ahaie  in  that  itrife,  and  peace  between  the  other  partiea  to  it  was  aigoed  6ve  days  after 
the  PiBaoe  of  Ftoria.  Tlic  terms  of  the  jieace  weru  simply  the  status  quo  nntr  bfllum. 
By  the  eatioMte  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  of  bia 
Botdiera  had  fallen  or  died  in  thia  war,  out  of  a  kingdom  of  five  nUllion  aouls;  while 

the  lo«!M!«  of  Prussia,  Austria,  aii<l  Knuice  aggregatol  fuur  hundred  Mid  Wttj  thfHUiand 
men.  The  result  was  simply  that  things  remainrd  as  they  were.* 
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Minor  Operations. 


L.  CARR  LArOHTON. 


Richard  Lestock — "  Tho  Fifteen  " — M<K)riBh  Pirates — Exploits  of  the  I/ind  an<i  the 
"  UridfjtwatfT — Piracy  in  tho  West — Edward  Thatch,  alias  "  Blackbear*l  " — 
Bartholomew  Roljcrtfi-^haloner  Ogle  off  Cape  Lopez — Mighellii  at  Vigo — 
Snnigglera  and  guania-costas — The  right  of  search — Salt  gathering  at  tlie  Tortiiga-f 
— Stuart  and  illicit  trading — Fandino — Uepriiwils — The  t^hortham't  prizes — The 
Ptiiicrsa  taken — Pcarce  and  Oglethoqie  at  St.  Augustine — Bamet  and  de  Caylu* 
—The  West  Indict*— Loss  of  the  Ti<ier — Loss  of  the  riViury— Callis  at  St.  Troi>ez 
— Martin  at  Ajaccio— Naval  disasters — The  Northumlnrland  taken — The  hurricane 
at  Jamaica — Moftyn's  fiasco — Capture  of  the  EUijyhant — The  Anglesey  taken — 
Lieut.  Baker  Phillips — The  privateers — Successes  of  "  The  Royal  Family" — The 
Jerffy  and  the  Hf.  Kfjirit — M.  de  Lage — The  Xnttiiii/hain  and  the  Mar»—'Vhv 
Alnumifr  and  the  Sotehay — The  Portland  and  the  AiigvUt — Fox  and  dc  La 
Mctte — Captures  and  losses — ComnKdore  Pocock's  successes — George  Walker — 
Caj'turo  of  the  ilatjnanime — The  Chrsttrfitld — Piracy — The  Iilandj\ird — Capture 
of  the  Eipcranct — The  Warwick  taken — The  Chausey  Islands — Fortunatus 
Wright — A  rc[-ulse  at  Algcciras — Captain  John  Lockhart— "  Error  of  Judgment" 
— Loss  of  the  GrerHwich  and  the  Meilin — Destruction  of  the  A'/uilon  and  the 
Alcion — Captures — Privateers — Thurot — Capture  of  the  Emeraude — Disasters — 
Burning  of  the  P)  titer  Gtorge — Capture  of  the  Paisvnnaile — Captain  Brodrick 
llartwell — The  iri;<rAf7#«i  taken — Tho  rtitckinghain  and  the  Ffoiissaut — The 
Vestal  and  tlie  HrUoiie — Capture  of  tho  Danac — The  Achilla  and  the  Comtt  de 
St.  Elorentine — Tho  Ar'thunf.  taken — Indecisive  actions — Convoys — Adventures 
of  the  Diademe — Sinking  of  tlie  Cutnbtrlaml — The  Cniccrn  and  the  Vrstalt — The 
Eirhmond  and  the  Eilicile — The  Miiterm  and  the  Warwick — The  Iti/ion  and  the 
j|fAi7/e— Captures— Capture  of  tho  Adiille  and  Bouffontic — Tiie  BeUona  and  the 
Couru>,tux — Last  captures  of  tho  war. 


"'        "         species  of  annual  exercise.    All  tliese 
expeditions    were    barren    of  serious 
fighting,  and  there  is  little  to  be  said  of  them  here.    In  1717, 


T710R  several  years  after  1715,  the 
sending  of  a  fleet  to  the  Baltic 
became,  as  has  been  already  shown,  a 
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however,  when  the  fleet  was  tinder  Sir  George  Bynp.  it  was  fmuid 
that,  altluni^'h  tl>c  Swedish  men-of-war  still  kept  in  pi>rt.  finisiclrr- 
ahle  annoyance  was  occasioned  to  British  trade  hy  the  numeious 
privateeiTb.  Agaiiiist  these  Sir  George  detached  various  cruisers,  of 
w]iieb  none  was  so  successfol  as  the  Panther,  50,  Captain  Btdiard 
Lestock  (2).  Many  privateers  yiese  sent  home ;  but  none  of  them 
was  of  any  great  force,  the  average  scarcely  ranning  to  ten  small 
gnns  and  sixty  men  per  ship.  The  matter,  indeed,  is  chiefly  worth 
noticing  because  it  was  in  this  way  that  Lestock,  a  man  whose  sub* 
sequent  beha\nour  rendered  him  notorious,  began  to  come  to  the 
front.  His  activity  on  these  cniises  attracted  Byng's  attention, 
and  gained  him  the  name  of  u  zealous  officer.  Bir  Genr<:^e,  in  con- 
hetjuence,  chose  him  to  command  his  flagship  in  the  Mediterranean 
campaign  oi  the  following  year.  The  subse^juent  Baltic  campaigns 
were  less  active  even  than  the  campaign  of  1717. 

Nearer  home,  and  on  the  Barfaaiy  coasts,  meanwhile,  the  Navy 
was  finding  work  to  do ;  in  the  one  case  in  connection  with  the 
pio-8taart  rising,  in  the  other,  with  the  lecrndesoence  of  piracy. 
The  Pretender  landed  in  December,  1715,  and  in  the  middle  of 
January',  171G,  Sir  John  Jennings,  Admiral  of  the  White,  was 
appointed  to  the  comniand  of  a  squadron  of  ten  ships  wherew^ith 
to  cruise  on  tlie  east  coast  and  in  the  Firth  of  Forth.  Other  ships 
cniised  on  the  west  coast,  also  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebels, 
while  others  again  were  kept  in  the  Channel  to  restrain  sympathetic 
Pzenehmen.  A  body  of  French  officers,  trying  to  escape  from 
Peterhead,  was  driven  back ;  but  in  spite  of  all  precautions,  the 
Pretender  himself  contrived  to  get  away  safely.  Some  imputation 
of  neglig^ce  not  unnaturally  fell  upon  the  Navy ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment was  satisfied  that  reasonable  diligence  had  been  shown,  and 
published  in  the  GazetU  the  following : — 

"The  Itoya^  Aiuir,  ■^■.\\\'\\  P-<u-l  Pi>rf  ^^>ll„„,  At'  C'<nfh  ami  Vhtuir  are 
raturned  from  cniisinij,  it  appears  by  tho  jourual  of  Captoiu  btuart^'  that  be  bad  early 
intelligence  of  the  Pretender  having  put  to  sea,  in  a  cleaa-tallowed  French  snow,  'which 
rowcil  out  of  the  harbour  ami  clohc  in  along  shorts  a  lumbI  \v;i\  witli  lu  i  sailh  furle<l. 
The  J^ori  Mohan  lay  all  that  uiglit  within  two  leagucb  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  but 
HwM  10  dark  there  wee  no  tedng  a  ship  a  quarter  of  a  mile  duitant.'' ' 

Every  precaution,  indeed,  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  the 
refugees;  and  it  may  be  added  that  they  appear  to  have  been 

'  The  Hou.  Charles  Stuart ;  born,  1681 ;  Qiptjiiu,  1701 ;  llear-Admiral,  IT^'J ; 
Tice-Adtniral«  1733;  died,  1740. 
*  Quoted  in  Lediard*  967. 
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aware  of  the  disposition  of  the  various  cruisers.  Leaving  Montrose, 
the  finow  «trotched  across  to  the  coast  of  Norway,  whence  she 
coasted  southward  and  made  GravcHnes  in  safety.  The  Chevalier 
de  St.  George  testified  his  gratitude  and  appreciation  by  knighting 
Mark  Forrester,  her  master.  In  spite  of  their  failure  to  intercept 
this  mow,  the  English  ships  did  good,  if  unostentetious,  work  in 
helping  to  stamp  out  Uie  eaubeis  of  the  revolt,  chiefly,  of  oonise, 
by  co-opeiuttng  with  tiie  troops  when  they  chanced  to  touch 
the  Bhore. 

Piracy  in  the  Mediterranean  continued  to  demand  considerable 
attention,  but  was  at  length  dealt  with  by  the  Admiralty  on  sorae- 
thiiifx  like  a  rational  system.  In  other  words,  there  were  ships 
coubluntly  crnisin<5  ii<?ainst  the  Barbary  pirates ;  and  there  was 
thus  avoided  the  great  aud  often  L>oolleb»  expense  incurred  by  the 
fitting  out  of  occasional  expeditions  on  a  large  scale.  1'lie  reigii  is 
nuurked  by  no  sach  fight  as  that  of  Captain  Kempthome  of  the 
Mary  Bose  in  1669;  but  craisers  detached,  first  by  John  Baker 
and  after  him  by  Charles  Cornwall,  the  officers  in  command  on 
the  station,  did  efiicient  service.  Of  these  the  Hind,  20,  Captain 
Arthur  Delgamo,  in  May,  171G,  took  one  6aUee  rover,  and,  in 
October  following,  another,  of  24  guns.  This  latter  ship  resisted 
for  two  and  a  half  bonis  l>ofore  she  struck,  and  then  promptly  sank, 
taldii'^'  (Iowa  with  her  all  imi  thirty-ci-jlit  of  her  men.  The  Bridge- 
icdtrr,  also,  in  the  same  year,  drove  two  Sallee  ships,  each  of 
iO  gun*!,  asliuie  near  their  own  port.  The  Barbary  pirates,  how- 
ever, though  a  real  nuisance,  were  not  the  only  one  of  the  kind, 
nor,  indeed,  were  they  so  serious  an  obstacle  to  commerce  as  they 
had  been  in  the  seventeenth  centnxy.  This  was,  as  has  been 
mmtioned,  partly  due  to  the  constant  watch  kept  upon  theor  move* 
ments.  A  more  formidable  species  of  piracy,  the  piracy  of  romance, 
flourished  on  the  Spanish  Main,  and  spread  thence  over  the  high 
seas.  The  doings  of  tlic  notorious  Kidd  have  been  recorded  ; 
the  hi«;tory  of  ^^'illiam  Daiupier  shows  with  what  ease  British 
seamen  drifted  into  this  evil  course  of  life;  and  it  will  be  easily 
understood  th^it  the  Sir  Francis  Verneys  and  the  Wards  of  the 
era  preferred  to  join  the  successors  of  &nrldns,  primarily  to  plunder 
the  Spaniard,  rather  than  to  turn  renegade  and  prey  on  their  own 
countiym^  in  the  Mediterranean.  But  though  piracy  in  the 
West  was  a  growing  source  of  anjuety,  the  bulk  of  its  e^qponents 
confined  their  attentions  with  some  strictness  to  foreign  flags,  and 
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some  of  th^j  notably  Sir  Heoiy  Morgan*  oompAred  not  unfavour- 
ably with  the  geatlmian  adventurers  of  the  Elizabethan  age.  Kidd, 

it  has  been  shown,  was  a  decided  exception;  Avery  was  another; 
and  so  also  was  Edward  Thatch,  commonly  called  T(  ach,  or,  more 
conunonly  still,  from  his  appearance,  **  J>lacklicarfl."' '     Born  in 
Bristol  al>ont    1075,  he  had,  thron^h  the  War  of  the  Spanish 
Succession,  herved  in  privateers,  and  he  did  not  turn  his  hand 
to  piracy  tiU  the  Old  of  1716.  It  ia  notoriona  that  ^e  pirates 
of  fact  enjoyed,  to  an  even  greater  degree  than  their  brethren  of 
fiction,  the  ehort  life  and  meny  one  supposed  to  belong  to  men 
ci  their  calling;  and  for  his  enjoyment  of  existence,  as  well  as 
for  his  egregious  brutality,  Thatch  stands  forth  from  among  many 
short-Hved  contemporaries.    About  the  end  of  1717,  he  took  a 
larjre  Guineaman,  which  he  named  the  Queen  Anne's  Bevengc,  and 
in  which  he  went  cruising,  alter  having  mounted  her  with  forty 
guns.    One  of  the  first  incidents  of  his  cniise  was  the  falling  in 
whh  H.M.S.  Scarborough,  20,  which  he  beat  oflf  after  a  fight 
lasting  for  some  hours.   The  governor  of  Carolina  entered  into 
a  league  with  him,  and  he  chose  the  coasts  of  that  colony  and ' 
of  "^^rginia  as  his  scene  of  operations,  and  c(mtinued  haimting  their  i 
creeks  and  preying  on  the  merchants,  whether  at  sea  or  asborej  I 
till  thf  y  petitioned  the  governor  of  Virginia  to  rid  them  of  the  \ 
pest.    The  governor  took  counsel  with  the  captains  of  the  Lyme,  20, 
and  Pearl,  40.  and  concerted  a  srhrme  hy  which  Lieut.  Tvolx  rt 
iMaynard,"*  of  the  I'ttir/,  was  to  command  two  small  sloops  aj^'ainst 
Blackboard,  who  had  got  rid  of  his  great  ships,  and  was  lurking 
in  a  sloop  in  Ocracoke  Inlet,  one  of  the  entrances  to  Pamhco 
Sound.  The  sloops  under  Maynaid's  command  mounted  no  heavy 
guns,  while  the  pirates  were  known  to  be  well  anned  in  that 
respect;  bnt,  on  the  other  hand,  the  sloops  had  sweeps,  which 
their  enemy  had  not.    Maynard  rowed  into  the  paasage  on  I 
November  2l8t,  1718,  and  with  great  difficulty,  after  lightening 
his  vessel,  got  close  to  Thatch,  who  had  run  aground.  Meanwhile, 
the  pirate  sloop  floated,  and  by  a  broadside  of  lan^Tid<^p,  did  great 
damage  among  Maynard's  men,  who  were  nnicli  expobtd  hv  the 
Itiwness  in  the  waist  of  their  skip.    Mnynanl  tliereupon  ke[>t  his 
men  below  as  much  as  possible ;  upon  w  hich  Blackboard,  thmking 

'  III  .T'>hnM>ti'H '  Livvs  u(  the  mwt  Notorious  Piratea,*  lie  appeara  w  Tsach.  In 
ofiicinl  ]iia]>eri»  be  in  Thatch. 

•  Died,  a  captein  of  17-10,  b  1750. 
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that  there  were  few  left  to  deal  with,  boarded  at  the  head  of  fifteen 
men.  The  rival  cntnnianders  enpajjed  hand  to  hiuid,  and  the  fi^ht 
went  stul)l)<)nily  on,  aH  usual  in  sucli  c-ases,  till  tlir  piratt^'s  death. 
Bcsidt'fs  tliiisi'  killcii,  fifteen  piraLeb  wviv  taken,  and  ol  liieui  thiileen 
Were  hanged.'  That  Thatch  had  so  few  men  with  him  was  owing 
to  bis  having  marooned  or  otherwise  got  rid  of  the  bulk  of  his 
eompany  shortly  befoie  in  consequence  of  a  dispate  as  to  the 
distribution  of  prise-mon^. 

Thoe  was  no  lack  of  men  to  cury  on  the  abominable  work ; 
but  even  of  the  best  known  of  these  desperadoes,  such  as  Stede 
Bonnet,  Edward  Knglaild,  John  Rackam,  and  Howel  Davis,  none 
arrests  the  attention  in  such  a  depjee  as  Bartholomew  Koberts."'' 
lioherts  was,  m  17i«,  mat(:  of  a  ship  which  was  plundered  by 
pirates  on  the  Guinea  coast,  and,  joiinnf,'  his  captors,  was  elected 
to  the  couuuand  on  the  death  of  Howel  Davis,  their  captain.  He 
croised  with  considerable  success  from  Brazil  to  Newfoundland, 
and,  in  1721,  erossed  ovet  to  the  African  coast,  where,  amongst 
oUier  prizes,  he  took  a  large  ship  belonging  to  the  Boyal  A&ica 
Company.  To  this  ship  he  turned  over,  named  hex  the  Koual 
Fiffhtne,  mounted  forty  guns  in  her,  and  with  a  3'2-gun  ship,  under 
a  man  named  Skyrm,  and  a  24,  continued  bis  cruise.  His  luck 
continued  good  till  on  Fehmarj'  '21st,  1722,  when  he  and  Skyrm 
lay  anchorpd  under  Cape  Lopez,  there  came  down  on  him 
II. M.S.  Siralloir,  (K).  Captain  Chalouer  Ogle  (1),  which,  since  tin 
preceding  year,  had  been  on  that  coast.  Ogle  knew  with  whom 
he  had  to  deal ;  and  when  Skjrzm,  taking  him  for  a  merchantman, 
slipped  in  chase,  he  bore  away  oot  of  earshot  of  the  Royal  Fortune. 
He  then  turned  upon  Skyrm,  and,  after  a  sharp  encounter,  took 
him.  Betuming  to  Gape  Lopez  and  hoisting  the  French  flag,  he 
lured  Boberts  into  attacking  him.  Koberts,  ovenuatched  and  taken 
by  surprise,  made  a  desperate  fight,  which  did  not  cease  till  he 
himself  had  been  killed.    Of  2C2  prisoners  taken  it  is  well  to 

'  Of  the  two  who  Mcaped  the  galluwii  uoe  wa»  Urael  Haada,  tho  Duu»tcr,  who  at  the 
time  of  the  action  wm  ashore  tecovering  from  a  wound  received  from  Thatcli,  irlio  had 
a  trick  of  Mowing  mit  liif*  cabiu  lights  ami  firing  crosK-hainled  uiitler  the  table. 
Another  practice  of  Black  beanl'»  wait  to  light  sulphur  in  the  ship's  hold,  and  to  ti;>- 
wfao  could  longest  withBtand  the  fames.  This  was  hy  way  of  enlivening  a  dull  cruise. 

i;. lints  is  ^i,1i<l  to  have  Ix^rii  nrigiii.al  of  Scott's  Clevelaud  in  'The  Pirate,*  but 
the  career  uf  the  real  dow  nut  agree  with  th.*tt  of  the  ideah  The  doingfe  of  Itobert^  a» 
cbronicled  in  Charles  Johnson's  'General  Hintory  of  the  Host  KotoriouB  Fintes,*  are, 
so  liur  as  can  he  ascertained,  aulxtantially  oocrect. 
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n  itice  thiiit  52  were  hanged,  and  that  only  77  were  acquitted  on  trial. 
The  captured  ships  were  taken  to  England,  where  they  WWe 
bestowed  on  Ogle,'  who  also  for  this  good  piece  of  wock  receiTed 
the  honour  of  kni^^hthood. 

In  the  latter  ( nd  of  July,  1719,  preparations  were  making  in 
England  for  a  secret  uxpediliou  against  Spain.  About  fifty  trans- 
ports were  got  together  to  convey  a  force  of  four  thousand  men 
vmder  Viflooimt  CoUiam ;  and,  meanwhile,  a  small  squadron  was 
sent  ahead  ondor  Commodore  Sir  Bobert  Johnson,  in  the  WeffwmUh, 
to  cooperate  with  the  French  who  were  then  engaged  in  the  siege 
of  San  Bebastian.  In  the  beginning  of  August,  some  French  troopa 
and  two  hundred  seamen  were  landed  by  the  squadron  at  Fort  San 
Antonio.  Owing  to  the  strength  of  the  batteries  at  the  entrfince 
to  the  harhonr,  the  force  was  landed  some  distance  to  the  westward, 
advancing  from  which  direction,  it  deistrovLHl  tlie  fnrtitications  and 
spiked  the  guns  in  the  harbour.  On  September  15th,  Johnson, 
in  the  Weymouth,  having  the  Winchester  and  Dunley  Galley  in 
company,  heard  that  there  were  two  Spanish  men*of>war  and  a 
large  monhantman  lying  in  Bavaddo.  According  the  Weymouth 
and  Winchester  appeared  off  the  port  on  the  following  day ;  boats 
were  sent  in  to  take  soundings;  and  the  two  ships  anchored  alongside 
the  enemy  and  abreast  of  a  batterj'  of  eight  guns.  The  battery 
was  taken,  the  men-of-war  were  destroyed,  and  the  mercliantman 
was  brought  nff.  In  the  meantime,  the  main  expedition  had  sailed 
and  was  looking  for  Johnson  off  the  Spanish  coast,  in  hopt  s  of 
gaining  information  from  him.  This  force  was  commanded  by 
Vice-Admiral  James  Mighells,  who,  detached  by  Berkeley  in  the 
spring,  had  learnt  of  the  dispersal  of  the  Spenish  fleet  intended  for 
the  invasion  of  Scotland.  The  object  now  before  Iffi^^ells,  and 
the  soldiers  nnder  CoUiam  whom  he  convoyed,  was  to  proceed  to 
Vigo  and  retaliate  for  this  intended  insult.  Sailing  from  St.  Helen's 
on  September  2Ist,  1719,  the  expedition  made  Vigo  on  the  20th 
without  being  joined  by  Johnson.  The  fleet  at  once  entered  the 
barhnnr  and  landed  the  troops  about  three  mik"?  from  the  town. 
On  Ocloher  Ist,  the  army  occupied  a  strong  position  under  the 
walls ;  whereupon  the  enemy  spiked  the  guns  in  their  batteries 
and  withdrew  to  the  citadel.  A  bomb  ketch  was  brought  up  on 
the  3rd ;  but  as  she  could  do  httle,  owing  to  the  greatness  of  the 
range,  s<»ne  forty  odd  mortars  were  put  ashore;  and  on  the  4th, 

1  Capt&iiM*  Letten,  0  2. 
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Port  San  Sebastian,  which  had  been  occupied,  was  anned  with 
heavy  gnna  from  the  fleet.  The  citadel,  upon  that,  surrendered* 
its  garrison  of  four  hundred  and  s^ixty-nino  officers  and  men 
marching  out  on  the  lOtli.  The  town,  it  wiis  tUcidfd,  could  not 
be  held;  but  a  larpe  'juiiiitity  of  gtms,  Kiiiiill  sinns,  and  iuninnnition. 
which  had  been  collected  for  the  iuvabion  of  England,  was  taken 
and  brought  home.  Bewa  ships,  aho,  wwe  sMzed  in  the  harbour, 
of  which  thuee  wete  fitting  oitt  for  piivateers.  On  the  14th,  the 
ships  reduced  Ponte  Vedra,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  harbonr. 
There,  loo,  maDJ  gnns  were  found ;  so  that  the  total  nuiuber 
brought  home  was  one  hundred  and  ninety  iron  and  thirty  brass 
hea\y  guns,  with  ten  tlionsand  stand  of  small  arms,  t^\  o  tlKUisand 
barrels  of  powder,  and  other  warlike  stores.  On  KovemlK-r  lith, 
Vicc-Adiuiral  jSIighelk  jnit  into  Falmouth  with  the  Eutriprizi , 
Kingsale,  and  liiddeford,  and  with  most  of  the  transports.  The 
expedition  had  been  prompt  and  successful :  it  had  fuUy  attained  its 
object;  and  by  sickness,  desertion,  and  the  sword  it  had  lost  no 
more  than  three  hundred  m^. 

The  difficulties  experienced,  by  British  merchants  in  the  Spanish 
settlements  ctf  the  west  were  a  heritage  of  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  and 
were  by  no  means  smoothed  awa>'  hy  tlie  many  treaties  which  had 
be«n  entered  into  between  the  two  nations.'  It  is  not  po<^Hi!>le  here 
to  enter  into  an  examinatioti  of  these  treaties ;  let  it  suthce  to  say 
that,  by  forbidding,  save  under  the  harshest  restrictions,  all  traffic, 
except,  of  course,  that  in  negroes,  which  had  be«i  granted  by  the 
Aasiento,  they  put  a  premium  on  smuggling.  We  know  the  tra- 
ditional attitude  of  English  and  Spwuards  to  one  another  in  the 
New  World,  and  we  have  noticed  the  grow  th  of  piracy,  testifying  tO 
the  existence  of  a  considerable  proportion  of  unsettled  spirito  among 
the  British  inhabitant,-^  of  the  American  colonies.  When  we  con- 
sider both  the  ever^'reeii  national  liatn  d.  and  tlie  liitterness  with 
which  the  guarda  cusias  must  have  ruj/uded  tlie  ent(  i])risinp  and 
unscrupulous  smugglers,  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  taleb  of  bruiahis 
on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards;  but  we  must  also  be  prepared  to 
believe  that  the  Spaniards  qooke  the  truth  when  they  insisted  that 
the  British  traders  oi  the  islands  were  not  alwa]^  the  lambs 
they  professed  to  be,  and  were,  in  many  cases,  but  little  removed 
from  pirates.  There  always  has  been  ill-feeling  about  the  right  of 

'  The  texic  of  tlu-K-  Irt-atiefi  will  be  found  at  leugib  iu  I{oust.et  Ue  MiKsjr,  *Beclttil 
Hisloiique';       iu  Jean  Dumoat,  'Corps  Uiiivem«l  Diplomntique,'  vol.  vUi. 
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search — probably  there  always  will  be — ^nor  are  we  to  believe  that  a 
ljuarda  costa,  lioardinf,^  a  Jamaica  simiprfiler  in  17'20,  acted  with  such 
civihty  as  we  expect  irom  the  Customs'  Houst  nowadays.  On  the 
contrar)',  as  he  often  had  considerable  ditticully  in  catching  his 
suspect,  he  was  prone  to  try  to  catch  liiui  where  he  could,  and  to 
scrapie  little  whether  he  caught  him  in  Spanish  waters  or  on  the 
high  seae.  Such  was  the  state  of  afGidn,  and  it  is  clear  that  it  was 
bound,  sooner  or  later,  to  lead  to  war.  Before  passing  on  to  the 
war  iteelf ,  it  will  be  interesting  to  examine  in  some  detul  one  or  two 
of  the  incidents  that  &tis  led  up  to  it. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1728,  a  Spanish  guarda  costa  sighted  and 
bore  down  on  tlie  Duralcy  GaUrtj,  '10,  inistnkinr'  her  for  a  ni^'rchant- 
man.  and  with  the  intention  of  searchui^'  her.  Xattirally,  the 
l)u)shtj  Gailf-!/ did  not  bring  to,  and  the  Spaniard  opened  lire,  which 
the  British  ship  warmly  returned.  Alter  a  sshort  tight,  iii  which  the 
guar&  costa  lost  five  men  lulled  and  twenty  wounded,  the  Spaniard 
sunendered.  That  she  was  shortly  afterwards  released  was  due 
simply  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  reason  for  keeping  her,  and 
Lediard  ^  is  undoubtedly  wrong  when  he  points  to  this  as  illustrative 
of  the  difference  between  Spanish  and  English  methods.  As  will 
presently  be  shown,  British  ships  that  were  detained  were,  at  any 
rate  in  most  oasp'^,  lofjally  detained  as  liointf  smugglers.  The  next 
incident  to  be  mentioned  was  connected  with  the  vexed  qncstion  of 
th(>  gathering  of  salt  at  tlie  'J'urtugas.  It  must  be  renienilx  red  that 
the  light  to  gather  salt,-  like  the  right  to  cut  logwood  at  Campeche, 
was  denied  to  the  English  by  the  Spaniards,  although,  in  point  of 
fact,  it  had  actually  been  acknowledged  by  the  Convention  of 
Hdfadrid.  Early  in  1733,  a  fleet  of  British  ships  under  escort  of  the 
Scarborough,  20,  Captain  Thomas  Dureil  (1),*  was  loading  salt  at 
the,  Tortugas,  when  there  came  down  on  it  two  Spanish  men-of- 
war,  one  of  sixty,  and  the  other  of  seventy  guns.*  Four  of  the 
merchantmen,  viz.  the  CiitJurhif,  Tiro  Sisters,  Hopewell,  and  Three 
Brothers,  were  taken  at  the  outset  before  the  Scarborough  could 
cover  her  convoy  :  but  after  that  she  raana;,ed  to  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Spaniards  so  well  tiiat  tlie  rest  of  the  salt  ships  made 
good  tibdr  escape. 

A  point  that  is  apt  to  be  passed  over  in  such  an  account  as  this  is 
atokt  two  Spanish  ships  of  the  line  were  quite  equal  to  making  mince- 


t  Lediaid,  913. 

'  RouMet  de  BfiMy,  i.  441. 


*  Captains*  Lotten,  D  4. 

*  BeatsQD,  i.  22: 
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meat  of  the  Scurborouyh  first  and  of  lier  convoy  afterwards,  had  they 
been  soincliiu  d.  It  wouKl  iippcir,  then,  that  the  Spaniards,  whose 
force  seems  to  be  exaggerattiil.  luul  w  lin  were  prohaljly  heavy  coast- 
<,qi!ird  cniisers,  Ik  ln  vt  rl  themselves  to  be  engaging  merely  in  the 
x'ejjrisals  customaiy  in  tliose  partH,  and  that,  when  they  found  that 
they  had  before  them  a  Kmg  s  ship,  iLey  refused  to  fight  her  for  fear 
of  inTolviug  themMlvea  in  lerioiis  diplomatic  entanglemttktft. 

Whether  the  goarda  costaa  ate  to  be  regarded  as  privateers  or 
not,  there  is  intereat  in  a  letter  written  from  Jamaica  by  Commodore 
Edward  8t.  Loe,  to  Burchett,  at  the  Admiralty,  in  May,  17S28.* 
ComplainiDg  that  Spanish  privatews  infested  the  Jamaican  coasts, 
he  said : — 

"TrV  inv  njiinioii  I  .ul,]  in  anil  dwtroy  niwt  nf  llunn  hni\  T  htit  Hi'  Mttjesty'n 
l>eruiihKjou.  They,  actording  to  my  nuttun,  are  no  U'lter  tliau  pirate*,  liaviug  iio 
conmiimoB  far  what  they  do^  wn  from  the  goveroor  of  tlw  plaoe.* 

This  is  tlic  opinion  of  a  man  (^ualifitMl  to  jndjje.  Tt  may  be 
tempered  by  thai  of  another  naval  olhcer  who  commanded  on  that 
Station,  and  who  certainly  held  no  brief  for  the  Spaniards.  This 
was  Bear-Admiral  the  Hon.  Charles  Stuart,  who  was  sent  out  to 
Jamaica  in  the  Lhu  on  December  9th,  1729,  to  take  over  the 
command  of  the  station  in  biucc  ssion  to  8t.  Loe.  Stuart  seems  to 
have  begim  his  commission  w'ith  the  prevailing  belief  that  the  fault 
lay  with  the  Spaniards,  but  his  nttitude  chanp^pd  somewhat  as  time 
went  on,  and  as  his  knowledge  of  the  iiritish  merchants  increased. 
Writinp  on  Octolxr  12th,  1781.  to  the  Dnke  of  Nt  wcastle,  he 
admitted  that  tlie  British  carried  on  the  trade  at  iheu"  own  risk,  and 
that  the  shqps  w«e  good  jxite  if  taken.  This,  he  said,  led  th«n  to 
retaliate  by  robbing  such  Spaniards  as  they  could  overpower,  and  he 
added : — 

"  I  can  fweura  you  that  the  doops  that  sail  from  tlun  isUmd  tnaiined  and  armed  on 

tlmt  illicit  trade,  have  ii»<>re  tii.ui  once  brfl;r;;«l  to  nic  of  lia\  i:iL:  niiHflf/riil  ^wcn  nr  ^J]^J.h^ 
t^piuiinnlH  on  their  owa  slioie.  1  can't  help  observing  that  I  believe  I  am  the  tint 
tnilitary  person  who  has  Rtood  up  in  the  defence  of  peace  and  quietneai,  and  for 

tK'iiveriui;  up  veKseln,  iig  iin-t  :i  ;  .m  tl  ..f  i;i.  ri  uI.d  i  tiaMn«;lvt'i*  inerchaota,  but  thcy 
are  do  better  than  i««llar>i,  uiul  one  of  them  formerly  ia  jail  for  piracy." 

His  plea  for  peace  and  quietness  may  have  been  merely  the  outcome 
of  his  knowledge  that,  as  the  British  had  by  far  the  greater  number 
of  ships  in  tliose  seas,  reprisals  would  be  a  losinir  ^;une.  That  tnith 
was  abundantly  evidenced  when  war  broke  out ;  lot  from  September, 

'  Htfim  Oltice  HeconU,  AUmiralty,  No.  HH,  quoted  ia  '  £ug.  ili.^t.  I(«t.,'  iv.  741. 
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1739,  to  Novembcar,  1741,  the  Spaniards  took  331  British  ships  as 
against  only  231  of  thdr  own  which  they  lost.^ 

On  September  12th,  1731,  Stuart  wrote  to  the  governor  of 
Havana  a  strong  lettffl  of  complaint.  It  had  been  hoped  that  a 
better  condition  of  affairs  was  about  to  begin,  as  the  King  of  Spain, 
in  response  to  pressure  from  England,  had  sent  instructions  to  his 
colonial  governors  to  mitigutt-  tluir  liiirshnoHs  to  British  traders. 
But  this  proclamation  was  bound  to  be  without  effect,  for  it  ex- 
empted from  its  protection  all  such  ships  as  were  engaged  in  the 
illicit  trade,  while  leaving  it  to  the  governors  concerned  to  draw  the 
necessary  distinction  between  legal  and  ill^al  traffic.^  So  it  was 
that  Stoart  never  lacked  cause  of  c(»nplaint,  and,  in  the  instance 
cited,'  made  mention  "  paxticolarly  of  one  Fandino,  and  others  who 
have  committed  the  most  cruel  piratical  outrages  .  .  .  particularly 
about  the  'iOth  April  last,  sailed  out  of  your  harbour  in  one  of  those 
guarda  costas.  and  met  a  ship  of  this  island,*  bmmd  for  England  .  .  ." 
and  so  foi  tli.  ;^nving  the  well-known  traditional  details  of  the  no- 
torious .Jt  iikins  case.  He  endttl  tliis  letter  with,  *' The  king,  my 
master,  having  reason  to  beheve  that  these  repeated  insults  ou  his 
snbjects  conld  never  be  contiav»d  bat  by  the  connivance  of  the 
several  Spanish  governors  in  tiiese  parts,  is  determined  to  endeavour 
to  pat  a  stop  to  these  piratical  proceedings."  Bat  at  the  same  time 
be  was  mach  attacked  by  the  merchants,  who  objected  strongly  to 
his  saying  that  they  exaggerated  their  case,  and  who  resented  his 
interference  with  their  ilUcit  trade,  and  his  endeavours  to  repress 
their  cruelties. 

Juan  dc  Leon  Fandino,  probably  miue  from  the  acci(U'nl  ^>l  his 
having  handle  d  Jenkin.s  thiui  for  any  other  reason,  stands  out  from 
among  the  guarda  costa  ofldcers.  On  Septemlwr  9th,  1731,  he  de- 
tained and  plundered  tibe  Prince  William,  William  Joy,  master,  but 
this  ship  was  released  a  month  lator.  Kot  so  the  Dolphin,  Benjamin 
Carkett,  master,  which  was  taken  by  Fandino  in  July,  and  sent  into 
Havana.  She  was  adjudged  legal  prise,  as  the  governor  wrote  to 
Stuart ;  but  he  added  that  he  intended  to  chastise  Spanish  privateers, 

)  Lists  iu  Gt  nt.  Mag.  1741,  pp.  6»9-(SSlS. 

•  licitsnii,  t.  I'. 

•  This  letter,  taken  from  Iluiue  tUlite  IJecords,  Atliuiralty,  No.  is  [•liiitwl  in 
'  Eng.  Hilt.  ItenrV  voL  ir. 

•  Jr-iikiTis's  dliip,  tlie  Ilrb'-y'.  is  not  here  nienti<>ne«l  by  name,  but  ib  identitieil  with 
this  v(»)*ei  by  u  li^t  of  ships  taken  or  pluiiilureU  by  the  Sj«ui»r<U  Uowq  to  Decoiiiljvr, 
1737.  Tha  Sebemt  waa  takea  on  April  Uth,  which  in  the  new  style  wauU  h«  the  20th. 
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who  wci-f  now  no  longer  ttecessarjr,  and  whose  oomniissions  he  bad 
revoked.  Stuart,  however,  must  stop  ships  coming  from  Jamaica  to 
Cuba,  where  British  and  Dutch  ships  were  then  to  be  found  all 
through  the  year. 

"SVhat  ultimately  became  of  Fandino  falls  into  its  place  here, 
though  chronologically  the  story  should  be  postponed.  On  June  -1th, 
1742,  among  the  Bahamas,  Captain  Thomas  Prankland,  of  the  BMe^ 
fell  in  with,  and  chased,  four  ships,  which  showed  British  colours. 
He  chased  under  the  same,  and,  overhauling  them,  fired  a  gun.* 
The  chaae  then  hoisted  the  Spanish  flag,  and  fought  him  furiously, 
using  all  sorts  of  mtSBiles,  from  broadsides  of  shot  to  poisoned  arrows. 
Frankland,  however,  held  his  fire  for  the  fourth  ship,  a  snow,  which 
seemed  the  strongest,  givinj;  the  nthfrs  only  n  few  fi\m%  as  they 
chanced  to  bear.    The  first  three  bhecrcU  oli"  i»adly  hulled. 

"I  ihi'ii  tMuiuavoured,"  ««ys  Frankland,  "to  lay  the  t«n>»\v  ulx)arcl,  which  fche 
l>huuac«l  witii  tlio  utmost  cautiun,  maintnining  a  warm  fire  till  1  had  torn  lier  almoit  to 
raga,  the  loniiuamler  liaving  determine*!  rather  to  sink  than  strike,  for  reatv<>n*  youll 
hereafler  l>e  iseasible  of:  hut  in  about  four  houn  the  people,  ia  opptwitioa  to  the  captain, 

bauled  di'wu  the  c<»Iourn." 

The  prize  mounted  ten  carriage  gims,  as  many  swivels,  and  had  a 

crew  of  over  eighty  men. 

The  captain  i»  Juan  de  J^eon  FandinOk  ...  He  ia  the  man  that  oommanded  the 
j;uard  of  coast  out  of  the  Havana  that  took  Jenkins  when  bia  ears  were  cut  off.  .  .  . 

Not  hut  HUth  a  desjierndo  with  hi»  crew  of  Indianis,  Mulattoe*  uiid  Negnnf*  cuuld  have 
a  €ted  ail  he  did,  tor  we  were  at  leaat  two  hour*  within  pistol  shot  ol  hiui  keejung  a 
constant  fire." 

So  iiiuch  ffir  a  stmy  wliicli  has  long  hwn  accounted  a  myth,  both 
from  it-^  iiitiiii>ic  imjn Ml>;il)iiity,  and  from  the  circumstance  that 
Jenkms,  like  oilier  merchant  skippers  who  gave  evidence  before  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1788,  was  not  on  oath.* 

In  1739,  as  has  been  seen,  teprisats  w^e  ordered,  and  instructions 
to  that  effect  were  sent  out  to  Commodore  Charles  Brown  at  Jamaica, 
whose  broad  pmnant  was  then  fljring  in  the  HoMpton  Court,^  The 
bearer  of  this  dispatch  was  the  Hon.  Edward  Boscawen,  of  the 
Shore/Mttif  who  joined  Brown  at  Port  Koyal  on  August  0th,  and, 

'  r,|,  1  is'  Letters,  F. 

*  Mr.  Lecky'H  oi>iuioii  «>f  the  truth  of  the  htory  is  given  on  f-age  51  of  this  volume; 
and  neither  Stuart's  uor  Frankland's  letter  really  goe*  far  towards  contrailicting  thai 
ojiiniuu. — -W.  L.  C. 

*  The  Hampton  CourCi  log  iis  of  little  value;  detail*  <«f  the  crulitc  will  be  found  iu 
the  Cuuuuodore'8  log,  bound  up  with  bis  dispatches  in  Adiuirak'  Diitpatches  173t^ 
1742^  Jamaica,  in  the  Public  Record  Oflke, 
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after  w  lmsc  acc(Sf>ion,  the  squadron  consisted,  bcsirlos  the  two  ships 
named,  of  the  Falmouth,  Diamond,  Torrington,  Windsor  and  Drake. 
l^Town  at  once  pmcrrdcfl  to  carry  out  his  orders,  and  on  the  follf>\vinfi 
day  thei>/7/A/  and  the  Hampton  Court's  barge  brought  in  a  s*  hdoiier. 
On  the  14lh  the  wliole  squadron  left  Port  Hoyal.  and  jnoceeded 
round  Cuba  on  a  cruise,  during  which,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
Spanirii  ships,  they  did  no  great  atnoant  of  damage,  bat  managed  to 
collect  reliable  infoimatioii  as  to  the  strength  and  distribntion  of 
Spanish  men-of-war  in  those  seas.  On  Septonber  3rd,  Captain 
Charles  Knowles»  of  the  Diam<md,  was  detached  in  pnisnit  of  a 
strange  sail,  and  did  not  rejoin.  The  Shortham  VTBA  the  most 
successful  ship  of  the  squadron.  In  her,  Boscawen  reconnoitred 
Havarifi,  and,  near  that  port,  destroyed  two  sloops  aiid  took  another, 
v.hilt'  a  little  later,  alxnit  Si[ileiiil>er  I'ltli,  he  landed  at  Porto  ISIaria, 
and  inirnt  u  large  quantity  of  tiinln-r  and  other  stores.  He  was  tliere 
allocked  by  two  hail  galle\  s  and  a  sloop,  but  they  kept  in  such  shoal 
water  that  the  Skoreham,  though  holled  more  than  once,  coold  not 
get  dose  enough  to  harm  them.  Meanwhile,  a  small  fort  between 
Matanzas  and  Havana  was  destroyed.  Brown,  having  stayed  for 
twdve  days  off  Havana  in  hopes  of  falling  in  with  a  Spanish 
squadron,  learnt  that  none  was  expected,  and,  leaving  the  Windsor 
and  Falmouth  to  cruise  there  till  the  end  of  the  month,  proceeded 
round  the  western  end  of  the  island,  and,  on  October  *2Hth,  anchored 
in  I'oit  Koyal.  There  found  the  IhdNio/ni.  whieh  liad  made  two 
cajitiires-  a  bhip  and  a  Lrigantine,  naid  to  he  w(uth  UUU.OUU.  These, 
with  two  other  small  sloops  taken,  and  a  few  large  canoes,  represent 
the  total  damage  done.  In  Pcurt  Koyal  lay  Vernon's  squadron,  to 
which  Brown  had  by  that  time  become  attached. 

Active  warfare  was  at  first  entirely' confined  to  the  West  Indies ; 
and  in  European  seas  the  first  action  of  importance  took  place  when 
the  Princcsa,  04,  six  hundred  men,  of  the  Spanish  FeCTOl  squadron, 
fell  in  with  the  Lenox,  Kent,  and  Orford,  which  had  been  detached 
from  Vice-Admiral  John  Balchen's  squadron.  Thesp  three  ships, 
with  the  St.  AUkihh  and  liipon,  had  been  cruising  to  intercejit  a 
convoy  of  treanurc  ships  under  Pizarro,  but  saw  nothing  of  tiuin. 
Pizarro,  for  his  success  on  this  service,  was  appointed  immediately 
to  command  the  expediticm  which  was  sent  out  to  round  Cape  Horn 
and  to  act  sfl  a  check  on  Anson.  The  Prineeta  was  sighted  at 
9  A.H.  on  April  8tii,  1740,  and  was  at  once  chased  by  the  three  ships, 
viz.»  Lenox,  70,  Captain  Covill  Mayne,  Ktutt  70,  Captain  Thomas 
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Durell  (1),  and  Orfordt  70,  Captain  Lord  Auc^mstus  Fitzrov  flV 
The  chase  was  then  under  Fi  <  ne]i  colnnrs  ;  but,  when  the  Orford 
drew  up  soon  after  half-past  ten,  shf  hoisted  Spanish.  About  eleven 
(lie  T,»;uor  al^o  drew  close  up,  and  opened  lire  with  her  chase-gixns, 
being  soon  loUowcil  1>\  the  Orfvrd.  All  three  ships  canio  into  close 
action  and  gave  her  muiiy  broadsides,  for  the  most  purl  within  pistol 
shot ;  bat  she  made  a  most  stubborn  defence,  and,  though  ahe  Ijecame 
ongoTemable,  owing  to  the  Iom  of  her  foietopmast,  early  in  the  en- 
gagement, she  proved  capable  of  a  great  deal  of  passive  resistance.  In 
explanation  of  this  it  was  pointed  out  at  the  time  that  she  was  more 
heavily  armed  than  the  British  70'b.  The  Spanish  establishment  was, 
*24-prs.  on  the  lower  deck,  IS-prs.  on  the  upper  deck,  and  8-prs.  on  the 
quarter  deck  and  forecastle,  as  agjiinat  24,  1*2.  and  O-prs.  in  the  British 
Navy  ;  but  it  is  pn^Rible  that  the  Priuccsa  may  have  had  benvi(>r  j:un8 
muunied.  Shti  wa*?  moreover  of  very  stout  scantling,  and,  haviiiL;  siimll 
portlioles,  was,  defensively  at  any  rate,  a  most  powerful  ship.  It  lias 
also  been  suggested  that,  as  a  tiesh  breeze  was  blowing,  the  British 
ships  oonld  not  use  their  lower  deck  guns.  This  was  not  so.  Govill 
Mayne  makes  special  mention  of  sending  the  enemy  broadsides  from 
his  bwer,  upper,  and  qnarter-deek  gons.  The  reports  clash  some- 
what;  but,  roughly,  the  middle  part  of  the  action  seems  to  have 
been  fought  with  the  Princcsa  out  of  hand,  the  Kent  on  her  larboard 
beam,  and  tlie  Lmor  or  Orford  on  her  starboard  side,  and  the  third 
ship  alwnys  nndi  r  her  stern,  rakinf^  ht  r  fort-  mid  aft.  In  the  after- 
noon tht-  Or/'onl  had  ber  fore  liu^'m^'  so  much  disabled  that  she 
dropped  uht^rn  and  hud  to  lie  to  to  knot  and  splice ;  but  meanwhile 
the  raking  fire  from  the  Lenox  had  carried  away  the  Prmeesa**  main 
and  mizen  masts.  The  Orfordt  having  repaired  damages,  drew  up 
again ;  and  thoreapon  the  eaemj  struck  her  colours,  having  main- 
tained an  ahnost  hopeless  struggle  with  the  utmost  gaUantry  for 
close  on  seven  hours,  l^ot  unnaturally  Lord  Augustus  Fitzroy 
claimed  that  she  had  struck  to  him,  and  sent  the  first  boat  on  board, 
following  closely  himself.  To  fVivill  Mayne's  indignation  be 
received  tho  sword  of  her  commander,  Don  Pablo  Apustiii  de 
Aguiire.  and  louk  charge  of  her  papei-s.  There  was  somn  angry 
protest,  but  the  matter  seems  to  have  blown  over.  The  prize,  rated 
as  a  70,  contiuued  for  some  years  as  one  of  the  best  two-deckers  in 
the  British  Navy. 

The  next  operation  that  falls  within  the  sch^e  of  this  chapter 
'  CaiJtaiDK*  Letter^  Toltt.  91  %  and  F  9. 
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was  not  BO  Katisfactoir  to  British  pride.  General  Oglethorpe, 
commanding  the  troops  on  the  North  American  station,  conceived 
the  notion  that  it  would  he  to  His  Majesty's  service  to  take 
8t.  Augustine,  in  Florida.'  Accordingly  he  cousulti  d  wjtli  the 
General  Assriid»ly  of  Carolina,  asking  what  troops  could  be  spared 
to  him ;  and  he  abo  gained  the  adherence  to  his  plan  of  Captain 
Ymcoit  Pearce  (1),  of  the  Flamborough,  the  Commodore  on  the 
station.  The  project  was  first  suggested  to  Pearce  in  January,  1740 ; 
bat  the  general  found  some  difficulty  .in  putting  it  on  a  working 
basis,  and  it  was  not  till  April  tiiat  he  renewed  his  request  for  the 
co<operation  of  his  ships.   These  were : — 


Sblp*.  I  OUM.  <  uuuuumIcts. 


Flamhorougl  .  'JO  Captain  Vincent  Pearce  (1). 

H'xIoT        .  .41  „     Sir  Yelverton  Pcytou,  Bart. 

Squirrel     ....  20  „     Peter  Warren. 

Fhatuix      ,       .       ,        .  I  20  „      Cliarle«  Kantthaw. 

Tarlor      .       .      .       .  i  'J2         „     the  Uuu.  (Joorg«  Towniiheii^. 

&penef       ....  0  *        „     Williaai  Laws. 

Wd/.      ....  8  Gommuidw  Wilitam  DsDdridgft. 

Ifawk   6« 

and  a  schouiicr.  8 


I  and  ten  swiiclj.  '  nii<l  four  «k1v,1h. 

"^Tien  Oglethorpe's  request  was  rmally  iimdo  the  squadron  was 
just  on  the  point  of  startiiii:  on  a  cruise,  and  was  therefore  in 
perft  Li  readiness  for  imnieiliatr  action.  The  Squirrel  was  sent  off 
St.  Augustine  pending  the  axxival  of  the  rest  of  the  force ;  and 
she  was  annoyed  hy  six  half-galleys  tiiat  lay  there,  and  which,  during 
calms  and  li^t  winds,  proved  of  considerable  service  to  the 
Spaniards.  The  Wolf  was  sent  on  to  join  Warren  towards  the 
end  of  April,  and  on  the  28th  the  Squiml  took  a  sloop  belonging 
to  the  king  of  Spain.  This  prize  mounted  eight  l-prs.  and  six 
swivels,  and  had  eight  thousand  pieces  of  eight  on  hoard.  In  May 
the  Hector  ntid  Spnfce  joined  the  ships  off  the  har  of  St,  Augustine, 
Pearre  nieaiiwhile  lying  in  St.  John's  Kiver  co-oj)eratiii^'  with  the 
troopii  then  on  the  advance  from  the  northward.  Two  small  forts, 
St.  Francis  de  Pupa  and  Fort  Diego,  were  taken  by  Oglethoi-pe, 
who  then  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John's  Biver,  whence 
on  May  dlst  a  general  advance  was  made.  On  June  1st  Pearce 
proceeded  off  St.  Augustine,  and  found  the  Spaniards  getting  away 
their  guns  from  a  battery  on  the  Island  of  St.  Eustatia.  He 

'  GaptaiBv*  Letters,  voL  P  8. 
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pvomptly  sont  in  his  boats,  ordertn{,'  tlie  Wolf  and  Spcncc  to  cover 
the  attack;  Imt  the  eiiouiy  frave  no  trouble,  inakiu|:  off  into  the 
harbour  on  tlic  approach  of  the  l)oiits.    On  June  5th  it  was  decided 
at  a  council  ot  war  that  the  ships  could  remain  on  that  coast 
till  July  5tb;  on  the  7th  there  was  another  skirmish  with  the 
galleys ;  and  on  the  Idtb  the  isluid  was  occupied  by  two  hundred 
seamen  and  as  many  soldiers.  Two  days  later  Colonel  Palmer  was 
killed  at  Fort  Mooaa  and  his  parly  driven  hack ;  a  serious  reverse 
which  gave  the  enemy  £ree  oommnnication  to  the  landward. 
Meanwhile  guns  were  brought  into  position  on  the  island,  and 
two  small  craft  were  fitted  to  s&rxe  aj^ainst  the  galleys,  there  being 
so  little  watpr  on  the  bar  that  the  ships  could  not  ^et  in.  On 
June  •iUth  the  govt  rnor  was  summoned  to  surrender,  but  promptly 
refused.    Deserters  hooii  atterwank  came  into  the  British  cajiip 
with  news  that  the  galleys  were  verj-  badly  manned  and  could  easily 
be  taken.   As  it  bad  been  discovered  that  the  range  was  so  great 
that  the  guns  on  the  island  could  have  little  effect,  a  council  of  war 
was  held  with  tibe  view  of  se^ng  whether  this  information  should 
be  acted  upon.   Pearce,  however,  was  averse  &om  taking  the  risk : 
possibly  he  had  doubts  of  the  deserters ;  and  he  persisted  in  his 
refusal  thouf^h  the  land  officers  oflfered  to  put  one  hundred  soldiers 
into  the  boats  to  take  the  places  of  those  sfanion  who  wore  absent 
in  the  batteries  ashore.    On  tins  Colonel  Vaiuli  nktssen  jiointcd  out 
how  badly  off  the  troops  would  be  when  tlie  ships  left  the  coast; 
for  the  galleys  would  cut  their  communications.    Pearce  found  that 
there  was  no  port  near  whwe  he  could  lay  his  ships  up  for  the 
hnrricane  season ;  and,  not  being  too  well  manned,  he  had  to  refose 
a  request  that  he  would  leave  two  hundred  seamen  to  retnfozce  tiie 
troops.   It  was  by  that  time  July;  and  the  moment  had  come 
wh^,  in  accordance  with  the  council  of  war  of  June  5th,  the  ships 
were  to  leave  the  coast     "Without  any  friction,  therefore,  between 
O-.'lctlioi'pp  and  Pearr*',  it  was  decided  that  nothin«?  further  conld  be 
done,'  and  mi  the  Oth  tiie  wliole  force  withdrew,  the  ships  covering 
it  from  any  attempt  uu  the  part  of  the  galley's. 

In  July,  1741,  Captain  Curtis  Baruet,  of  the  Dragon,  GO,  was 
detached  from  Yice-Admiral  Nicolas  Haddock's  squadron  with  the 
two  44-gun  ships,  Feoenham  and  Folketionet  and  with  ord^  to 
cruise  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar.  Being  off 

>  Bound  up  with  Pearce'a  letten  ua  liifl  kg  for  time  moutln,  th«  minutM  of  the 
couDcik  of  war,  and  latien  from  Oglethoipe,  Tandeidawen,  Peyton  and  othan. 
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Cape  Spaxtel  on  the  '25th  of  the  month  he  chased  and  came  up  with 
three  ahips,  which  he  had  reason  to  helieve  were  two  Spanish 
register  ships  under  convoy  of  a  frigate.  The  Fevenham  had  fallen 
astern,  and  the  other  two  ships  did  not  come  up  with  the  strangers 
till  after  dark.    Bamet  hailed  to  know  what  they  were,  and  was 
answered  that  they  were  Frenchmen  from  Martinique.  He  explained 
that  he  was  an  Enfrllsh  inan-of-wftr,  and  that  it  was  h\9.  duty  to 
satisfy  himself  that  they  were  not  Spaniards  ;  l)ut,  to  his  demand 
that  }iis  boat  should  l)e  allowtjd  to  board  them,  he  received  no 
response  save  incivilities.     Finding  that  he  could  du  uoLhiug  by 
talking,  and  being  confirmed  in  his  belief  that  the  ships  were  really 
Spanish,  he  opened  fire,  after  due  warning.   The  ships  were,  how- 
ever, really  French,  being  the  Borict  62,  the  AquUonf  46,  and  the 
Floret  26,*  under  the  command  of  Captain  do  Caylus,  in  the  first 
named.  A  brisk  action  ensued,  and  Hie  British  ships,  as  the  Feoer- 
aham  was  still  &r  astern,  being  somewhat  at  a  disadvantage,  soon 
found  themselves  oblit,'ecl  to  Ho  to  for  half  an  hour  to  knot  and  sph'ce. 
In  the  morning,  they  and  tlieir  consort  again  came  up  with  the 
Frenchman,  and  a  boat  was  sent  on  hoard  the  Burn'  under  a  flag  of 
truce.    The  truth  at  once  appeared  ;  but  it  also  appeared  that  the 
ships,  being  on  their  way  from  the  West  Indies,  and  knowing  the 
state  of  relations  between  the  two  countries,  were  under  the  convic- 
tion that  vnx  had  brokw  out.  Bamet's  lieutenant  was  requested  to 
swear  before  tiie  French  officers  whether  this  vae  the  case  or  not, 
and  was  able  to  satisfy  them  that  the  two  monarchies  were  still  at 
peace.    It  is  hard  to  say  that  either  Bamet  or  De  Caylus  was  to 
blame ;   but   the  trouble  might  have  been  avoided  had   M.  de 
Pardaillan.  tlie  captain  of  the  Aquilon,  been  less  suspicious  of  a 
Britibh  ship  ruaging  alonpside  cleared  for  action.    The  bhune  really 
lay  with  the  government  wliich,  though  knowing  that  war  was 
inevitable,  hesitated  to  declare  it.   As  it  was,  the  ships  parted  with 
mutual  apologies,  and  with  a  loss  in  killed  of  eleven  men  on  the 
British  side,  and  of  about  thirty-five,  among  whom  was  M.  de 
Pardaillan,  on  board  the  French  ships.  AU  the  vessels,  moreov^, 
had  their  masts  and  rigging  much  cut. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  West  Indies,  several  of  the  cruisers  which 
were  detached  by  Vernon  had  better  fortune  than  the  main  fleet. 
Some  fell  in  vnXh.  register  ships  of  considerable  value,  and  others  did 
good  service  by  capturing  dispatch  vessels.     Of  these  latter  the 
,  1  Froude,  i.  2bU.  '  Barntit't*  letter  iu  B«ttt»oi),  iii.  31. 
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Wurccater,  00,  took  a  Spaiiiisli  24-;4Uu  ship  beariiif^  dispatches  to  the 
viceroy  of  Mexico,  and  the  Squirrel,  20,  Captain  Peter  Wanen, 
captured  a  large  privateer  belonging  to  Santiago  de  Cuba.  It  is 
Baid  that  the  importance  of  this  prize  lay  in  information  gained  from 
her  papeiv  that  the  French  aqnadron,  under  H.  d^Antin  at  Port 
Louis,  was  intended  to  join  with  the  Spaniards  at  Havana."  Be  that 
as  it  may.  M.  d'Autin's  squadron  was  rendered  ineffective  by  putrid 
fever,^  and  the  breach  with  France  was  postponed.  Captures  in  the 
West  Indies,  as  in  liomc  waters,  were  frequent;  but  so  great  was 
the  number  of  the  eiu  uiy's  privateers,  and  so  lar«£0  the  number  ui 
British  merchantmen,  that  the  balance  wat>  nut  in  favour  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  the  London  merehants,  dissatisfied  witii  the  conduct 
of  the  war,  fdl  to  petitioning  Parliament  for  a  redress  of  grievances.* 

Early  in  the  next  year  the  Tiger,  50,  Captain  Edward 
Herbert  (1),  was  lost  on  a  key  near  Tortnga.  The  cxew  got 
safely  ashore  with  a  quantity  of  stores  and  provisions,  and  raised 
on  the  island  a  fortification,  in  which  they  mounted  twenty  of  the 
ship's  pnns.  It  was  well  thnt  they  did  so,  for  the  Spaniards,  hearinff 
of  the  nii.sadventure,  sent  tlie  Fiu  rtc,  tiU,  to  capture  tlieui.  She  was, 
however,  lost  in  the  attempt ,  ami  ihe  Tiger's  men,  after  two  months 
on  the  island,  managed  in  their  boats  to  take  a  sloop,  in  which  they 
reached  Jamaica.  Though  several  prizes  of  value  were  made  during 
the  year,  1742,  th«n  was  only  one  that  calls  for  note.  This  was 
the  gnarda  coeta  already  mentioned,  commanded  by  Fandino,  the 
man  who  is  alleged  to  have  ill-treated  Jenkins,  and  whose  capture 
has  been  described  as  a  fitting  conclusion  to  the  Jenkins  episode.* 

Tl  ie  Spaniards  at  that  time  sent  out  a  new  governor  to  Cartagena, 
and  with  him  a  reinforcement  of  owr  a  thousand  men.  The  troops 
were  in  five  ships  of  the  Caracas  eompany,  of  which  two  mounted 
4U,  two  ;<0,  and  tlie  fifth  1'2  guns,  Tlie  squadron  was  dispersed  by  a 
hurricane,  and  two  of  the  ships  were  lost,  while  the  others,  one  of 
the  40's  and  both  the  dO's,  fell  in  on  April  12th,  1742,  with  the 
EUhanit  40,  Captain  Edward  Smith,  and  the  Lively,  20,  Com- 
mander Henry  Stewart.  After  acme  hours'  hard  fighting,  night 
ended  the  engagement,  and  the  Spaniards  bore  up  for  Puerto  Bico. 
As  they  had  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  some  six  hundred  men, 

*  IkaUun,  i.  115. 

*  Poii«oiuuer  Destierriimft.  'Mabdtes  det  geuk  de  Mt- r,'  p.  295. 
'  It^atsuii,  i.  St-e  aUo  Geul.  Mof.  1741,  iip. 

*  bee  abuve,  pp.  51  aud  2tKi. 
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includiug  the  new  governor  among  the  former,  it^  may  be  said  that 
the  reinforcement  had  been  practically  annihilated. 

On  SeptemluT  Jlst,  174!2,  the  Navy  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  tlu' 
destruction  of  liie  Tifhnrtf,  CO,  Captain  Peter  Lawrence,  by  fnc,  off 
Hispaniola.  The  cause  of  the  accident  was  a  drunken  scuffle ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  story,  down  to  the  loss  of  one  hundred  men,  corre- 
sponds almost  esactly  with  that  of  the  destracUon  of  the  Paragon 
during  Pwn's  return  from  the  West  Indies  in  June,  1655.' 

The  destniction  of  five  Spanish  galleys  at  St.  Tropes  in  Jtme, 
1742,  was  a  spirited  piece  of  service.  Captain  Richard  Norris,  of 
the  Kingston,  60,  had  been  detached,  with  the  Oxford,  50,  and  Duke, 
fireship,  in  company,  to  blockade  them ;  but  as  St.  Tropez,  being  a 
French  port,  wa^  neutral,  there  would  hrivp  been  no  attjick  had  not  the 
galleys  been  ho  ill-advised  as  to  lire  upuu  Llie  British.  On  .June  l^tth, 
therefore,  iSorriH  gave  orders  to  Commander  Smith  Callib,  of  the 
Duke,  to  go  in  and  do  his  utmost  to  destroy  the  galleys  at  tiie  mde. 
Callis  went  in  on  the  14th,  and  fired  his  ship  with  such  good  effect, 
that  the  whole  of  the  five  were  destroyed.  So  rapidly  did  he  cany 
ont  his  orders  that  nothing  was  saved  from  the  Duke^  not  even  the 
ship's  or  officers'  papers*  For  his  success,  CalUs  was  posted  to  the 

Assistance. 

Early  in  1743,  Vici  -Adrniral  ThnmH«;  Mathews,  hearing  that  the 
Spanish  ship  San  Jsidoro,  70,  was  lying  in  the  Bay  of  Ajaccin,  sent 
in  the  Jpsu  tch,  70.  Captain  William  Martin  (1),  E<  rrn^/c,  70,  Cajitain 
George  Berkeley,  and  the  Anne  Galley,  fireship,  to  bring  her  uut. 
Her  captain  refused  to  yield  to  the  odds  arrayed  against  him,  and 
opened  fire,  bat  finding  it  impossible  to  hold  the  ship,  he  ordered  her 
to  be  burnt.  She  blew  up  before  all  her  people  had  been  taken  out 
of  her,  and  a  considerable  number  of  men  perished. 

Apart  from  this  piece  of  work,  there  was  little  done  in  the 
Mediterranean,  though  the  cruisers  continued  to  send  in  pcises,  and 
to  ann<\v  tlie  enemy'?!  roast.  In  June,  however,  the  enemy  contrived 
so  far  U)  avoid  tliu  blockading  squadron  as  to  carry  fifteen  shiploads 
of  warlike  stores  from  r^tfajorca  to  Genoa  for  the  u«e  of  the  army  in 
Italy.  Maihews  at  once  appeared  ofl"  tliat  port  witli  six  sail  of  the 
line,  and  overawed  the  Genoese  into  sending  the  supplies  back  to 
Corsica,  there  to  lie  till  the  c<mcluBion  of  the  war. 

i  Beataon,  i.  14». 

<  SMabov«,V«|.U.iiLm 

*  UptaiD»*  Lrtteiw,  C  14.  Gallic  to  ThowM  Corbett,  Augutt  11th,  1T42. 
YOL.  in.  T 
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The  lolli i\\  iii^'  yoiir,  171J.  was  vorv  far  from  hfint;  ;l  lurlima,l<i 
one  for  the  liriush  uavy.  The  liabco  oil"  Toulun  wa»  supplemented 
by  the  capture  ci  tiie  Sea/ord,  20,  Solebay,  20,  and  Grampus,  14,  by 
de  Bochambeau,  by  the  throwing  away  of  the  Nortkumberland,  70, 
and  fay  the  loss,  through  streas  of  weather,  of  the  Vietory^  100,* 
Offordt  70,  Colehestert  60,  8L  AlhanSf  SO,  Greenwiekt  60,  and  other 
ships  of  lc88  value.  Against  this  tale  of  disaster  wc  could  oppose 
merely  the  capture  of  the  Medee,  26,  on  April  27th,  by  the  Dread- 
nought, 50.  C:ij)tiiin  the  Hon.  Edward  Boscawen,*  and  Grampus,  14, 
which  ionned  part  of  the  fleet  of  Vioe-Adinirai  Sir  Charles  Hardy  (1), 
off  the  coast  of  roi  tugal. 

Of  ihetie  uiihlortunes  that  requiring  mmi  particular  notice  here  is 
the  loBB  of  the  Hortlmmheriand,  This  ship,  commanded  by  Captain 
Thomas  Watson  (1),  was  detached  in  chase  of  a  strange  sail  on 
May  8th  by  the  Yioe-Admiral,  who  was  then  homeward  bound  from 
the  TagUB.  In  view  of  the  sequel,  it  is  worth  remembering  that 
Watson  was  a  good  and  brave  officer,  favooxably  known  in  the 
service  for  his  wnrV  is  Vernon's  flaj^-captain  at  Puerto  Bello  and 
Cartag<Mia.  But  hin  skull  had  hern  fructnrrd.  and  his  mind  im- 
paired, Ko  that  "a  small  matt«r  of  liijuor  rendered  him  quite  out  of 
order,  which  was  his  unhappy  fate  that  day."  *  The  weather  grew 
thick,  the  chase  was  loHt  sight  ui,  and  the  signal  was  made  for  the 
JVorlAttt»A«r2an<f  *  recall ;  but  Watson  hdd  on.  Soon  three  sail 
were  made  out  to  leeward,  and  as  he  bore  down  on  them  under  a 
press  of  sail,  it  was  sem  that  they  were  two  two-deeked  ships  and  a 
fingate.   They  were,  in  point  of  fact,  the 


ConUut        ...  64  Captain  de  CoiitlaiiK. 

i  Mart   ....  04         «  Perrior. 

]  r«iii»  ....  26         „  a*Ach£. 

I 


The  French  ships  lay  to  under  topsails,  w  hile  the  XorthumherUind 
bore  down  on  them.   Properly  handled,  the  British  ship  would  have 

'  Stf  the  I >revi<NW  chapter. 

'*  f^<srawMr«  n!rkt:aiiit'  in  tlie  bt-rvke  dattw  Iroiii  this  tinif.  Tlie  wjajiieii  tranttfcrred 
Jiie  jiMiue  ol  iho  »hi|>  to  the  man ;  nn«l  lie  went  tliri)U^'h  life  a»  "Old  Dreaduought." 

'  'A  true  and  authentic  Narrative  of  the  action  lietwcen  the  ^orlAtUmiertolltf  and 
three  Frabch  men  uf  war'  ....  By  an  £y«  Witnws.  8vo»  IHS. 
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had  them  at  a  disadvantat;e,  for  thoy  weire  widely  separated,  and  the 

Content,  a  mile  to  windward  of  lu  r  consorts,  made  no  attempt  to 
rejoin  them.  Watson,  therefore,  h;ul  Ihc  n|)tion  of  disal)lin<?  her 
before  the  others  roiild  intorfpre,  or  of  follownig  tlie  (.'ounsL'l  nf  liis 
iiiii->U'r,  l)ix()n.  who  advised  hiia  to  stand  cloB^vhniilt'd  to  tlif  nortli- 
wurd '  under  a  preas  of  sail,  and  so  to  lead  ihe  enemy  aorossj  the 
cotine  of  ihe  British  fleet.  Thia  adv»e  waa  diai^aided,  and  no 
reasonable  nor  cnstomaxy  measures  were  taken  to  put  the  ship  into  a 
fit  state  for  action. 

"  \Vc  bore  tlowu  i»o  precipitately  lliat  our  Kiiiall  sails  were  not  stowed,  uor  toj)- 
■(nllant  sails  furled,  before  the  enemy  began  tu  firv  on  us,  and  at  the  saiue  time  we  liad 
the  •  il'itis  to  r1«iar  away ;  tlw  baminockB  wera  not  stowed  at  Uiejr  ahouM  be;  in  Bhort 

wc  haa  mithiug  in  order." 

Instead  of  engat^n^  the  weathanDHOet  ship,  the  Content,  Watson  ran 
down  to  leeward  wnthout  answering  her  fire,  and  so  had  to  deal  at 
once  with  his  thrci:'!  enemies.  Even  then,  there  was  no  real  reason 
why  the  ship  should  be  taken,  for  the  Frciicli  ^'unnery  was  so 
t^xlremely  bad  that  she  wa-s  little  hurt,  and  had  but  few  men  killed. 
But  Watson  fell  early  in  the  action,  none  of  the  heutenants  were  on 
deck  to  take  command,  and  the  Master  ordered  tbe  ook)uxs  to  be 
struck,  though  there  was  fight  enough  left  both  in  the  ship  and  in 
her  crew.  The  Northumherland  was  taken  into  Brest,  and  till  the 
1st  of  June,  1794,  for  fifty  years,  the  trophy  name  found  a  place  (m 
French  navy  lists.  When  the  officers  retnm(  d  to  England  from 
their  captivity,  a  court-martial  was  held.  The  first  lieutenant, 
Thomns  Tniven,  was  honourably  aecjnitted,  but  Dixon,  tlie  ni;ister, 
was  coiidenincd  for  surrendering  llie  ship.  The  court  took  into 
consideration  the  good  advice  which  he  had  given  his  captain  before 
the  action,  and  sentenced  him  only  to  be  imprisoned  for  life  in  the 
MarshaJsea.  The  court  found  also  "that  Captain  Wataon  had 
behayed  very  rashly  and  inconsiderately,  to  which  was  owing  chi^y 
the  loss  of  her  ** ;  but  death  had  settled  his  account.^ 

The  hurricane  that  devastated  Jamaica  on  October  20th  was  one 
of  the  most  violent  upon  record.  Admiral  Sir  Ghaloner  Ogle  (I)  was 
at  sea  with  a  great  part  of  the  fleet,  and  so  escaped  its  fury ;  but 
eif^bt  ships  of  the  Royal  Navy,  besides  a  great  number  of  merchant- 
men, were  either  wrecked  or  driven  ashore.    The  Greenwich,  30, 

'  The  wind  was  ww»»erly. 

*  Minute*!  of  Court  Martial  held  at  l'ort»tuuuth  ou  February  1st,  17 1  i-u.  It.  0. 
TOL27. 
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Captfiin  Kdward  Allen,  was  sunk,  Avith  the  loss  of  her  captain,  a 
lieuienant.  and  seventy  men  ;  the  Lark,  hulk,'  sank,  and  one  hundred 
and  ten  men  with  her;  and  the  .S7.  JUxms,  ."jD,  ('aj>tain  William 
Kui^ht,  Bonetta,  sloop.  Commander  Wilham  Lea,  and  Tltmuler, 
bomb»  were  also  total  lones.  The  Prince  of  Orange,  GO.  Montagu, 
60|  and  Experimenit  20,  went  ashore^  bat  were  got  off  a^n  *  The 
history  of  the  year  at  sea  was  about  as  disheartening  as  possible ;  and 
1745  saw  no  marked  improvonent. 

On  January-  6th,  1745,  four  sail  of  the  line,  the  Hampton  Court,  70, 
Captain  Havage  Mostyn ;  Cajttain,  70,  Captain  Thomas  Griffin  (1); 
SuihIi  rJund,  60,  Captain  John  Brett ;  and  Dreadnmu/ht,  00,  Captain 
Thorpe  I'owke,  cruising  off  Ushant,  sicrhted  and  t^uvc  chase  to  three 
French  sliijis  to  the  north-east.  These  were  the  iSitptttnc,  74,  and 
FieuroH,  ()4,  homeward  bound  from  Martinique,  with  a  vast  quantity 
of  specie  on  board,  worth  four  millions  sterling,  it  is  said,  and  in 
company  with  the  privateer  Mara,  George  Walktf,  master,  which 
they  had  captured  two  days  before.  As  the  captain  of  the  Fteuron 
told  Walker,  who  was  a  prisoner  on  board  his  ship,  the  French 
commodore  had  made  a  great  mistake  in  interrupting  his  journey  to 
Brest  for  so  trifling  an  object  as  the  Mars.  This  was  hardly  compli- 
mentary to  Walker,  who  at  that  time,  with  Fortunatus  Wright,  did 
as  much  to  uphold  British  prestige  at  sea  as  any  captain<?  of  the 
Royal  Navy  ;  hnt  it  was  true,  and,  had  the  two  French  ships  [alien, 
they  would  richly  have  dcHurved  their  fate.  As  it  was,  they  were  not 
captured  ;  and  the  storj',  as  disclosed  in  the  subsequent  court-martial,' 
and  in  an  able  comment  thereon  addressed  to  the  House  of  Commons,* 
is  very  unpleasant  reading. 

It  is  desirable  here  to  eatec  into,  the  matter  in  some  detail, 
for  it  shows  the  alarming  state  to  which  British  naval  piKStige 
had  falk  n,  and  it  explains  the  necessity  for  the  new  Naval  Discipline 
Act  of  1749. 

The  Fjench  ships,  after  their  long  passage,  were  both  sickly  and 
foul,  and  tiie  English,  with  a  fresh  sontherly  hn cze,  <^na(hia11y  crept 
up.  The  Cajitdiii,  the  leading  ship,  kt  pi  away  after  the  Mars,  and 
took  possession  of  her  at  duak,  leaving  the  others  to  continue  the 

'  Foriuerly  a  44-guu  shiji. 

*  BeatRon,  i.  193. 

'  Millllte^  of  till  t'ourt  Martial,  etc.    1745,  8vo. 

*  'An  Euquiry  iutu  the  Conduct  of  Captain  Mutityn,  bei&g  remarki)  oq  the  Minute* 
of  the  Court  Martial,  etc.  Huntbl  j  addrwed  to  the  Hon.  Houae  of  Commona  by  a 
Sea  OSsm.'  1746,  Svow 
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chase.  The  Sunderland  carried  away  her  main  topmast,  and  dropped 
astern;  but  at  sunset  the  Hampton  Court  was  close  up  with  the 
enemy.  The  Dreadnouffht,  sailing  very  badly,  could  not  quite  r»et 
up,  and  Mostyn  shorteiud  sail  to  wait  for  her.  All  through  the 
night  and  during  the  next  day,  the  position  continued  the  same, 
the  Dreadnought  stiiling  no  taster  thai»  the  chase  and  the  Hampton 
Court  not  engaging  withont  her.  At  last,  aftw  ranging  abreast  of 
the  Neptunct  but  cut  of  gonshot  to  windward,  Mos^  decided  that 
nothing  conid  be  done,  and  l^t  the  French  to  carry  their  valuable 
cargo  into  Brest.^  Of  course  the  two  ships  ought  to  have  been 
taken.  Griffin,  who  was  senior  officer,  had  no  business  to  bear 
away  after  the  Mars ;  yet,  apart  from  that,  it  was  Mostyn's  duty 
to  have  engaged  as  soon  as  he  came  up,  and  to  have  detained  the 
'  Mimy  till  the  Drea(ln<iiii/ht  could  jz^^t  into  action.  (Irittin,  at  the 
court-martial,  stated  that  when  he  bore  away  he  believed  the  Mnrff 
alone  to  be  a  ship  of  war  and  the  other  two  to  be  merchantmen 
under  her  convoy.  He  was  accordingly  acquitted;  but,  as  tiie 
other  three  ships  had  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
Neptune  and  Fleuron,  and  as  the  Cqptam  was  nearest  to  than,  the 
opinion  of  the  service  was  unfovourable  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  ship  last  named.  As  for  Mostyn,  the  evidence  went  that,  in 
the  fresh  breeze  that  was  blowing,  the  Hampton  Court's  lower  deck 
ports  could  not  he  opened,  while  both  the  enemy's  ships  could  fight 
all  tlieir  guns,  to  leeward  as  well  as  to  windward.  It  was  further 
stated  that  the  Hamptmi  Court  lay  along  so  nnich  that  shot  from 
her  upper  deck  guns,  at  extreme  elevation,  would  have  struck  the 
water  fifty  yards  from  tiieir  muzalea.  This,  however,  was  mwa 
conjecture,  and  does  not  explain  why  not  a  shot  was  tried.  It 
might  have  been  possible  to  knock  away  a  spar,  and  to  give  the 
Dreadnought  a  chance  of  coming  into  action.  As  to  the  French- 
man's lower  deck  guns  being  run  out  to  leeward,  the  writer  of  the 
appeal  to  the  House  (tf  Cktmmons  ^  points  out  that  the  witness  who 
swore  to  tins  fact  proved  ton  much.  Those  on  hoard  tlic  Hampton 
Court,  in  her  jxjsition  to  wiiulward,  were  not  in  a  condition  to  see 
whether  the  enemy's  lee  iiorts  were  open  or  not.  There  was  no 
cross-examination;  and  the  Court  decided  that  Mostyn  "had  done 
his  duty  as  an  experienced  good  officer,  and  as  a  man  of  courage 

'  Tlic  Fkuruu  \va«,  however,  blowa  up  in  Bicst  barbour  befure  her  trawure  oould 
bo  Uk«D  uut  of  her. 

'  Bolwvsd  to  ba  Vernon. 
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and  conduct.*'  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  this  decision  was  come 
to  ndthout  bias.  At  any  rate,  it  by  no  menus  satisfied  public 
opinion  ;  and,  a  year  later,  the  Hampton  Court,  with  Mostyn  still  in 
command,  went  out  of  IVrtsmouth  Harbour  to  the  cry  of  *'  Ail's 
well!  there's  no  I'lt  lu  lmnui  in  the  way. 

On  Fehniarv  'iULh  iolluwing,  the  Cheater,  oU,  Captain  Francis 
Gear}-,  and  Sunderland,  GO,  Captain  John  Brett,  fell  in  in 
the  Soundings  with  the  Elephant,  20,  then  oa.  her  way  home 
from  the  Mississippi,  and  having  twmty-four  thousand  pieces 
of  eight  on  board.  They  chased,  shot  away  bet  main  topmast, 
and  captured  her.  This  was  but  a  mere  flicker  of  success,  closely 
to  be  fdlowed  by  another  loss  and  by  another  unsatisfactoiy 
court-martial. 

On  "March  '28th,  the  Anr/Irfirf/,  41,  rnptain  Jacob  F.ltnn,  one  nf 
the  ships  cruising  to  coimuaud  the  ealrancc  of  the  Channel,  put 
out  of  Kingsale,  w  hither  she  had  been  to  laud  some  sick,  amongst 
whom  was  her  first  lieutenant.  On  the  following  day,  a  fresh 
westerly  breeze  blowing,  a  large  sail  was  sighted  to  windward, 
Elton,  making  sure  that  she  was  his  consort  the  Augusta,  piped  to 
dinner,  and  paid  no  further  heed.  Meanwhile,  the  stranger  came 
down  fast ;  but  it  was  not  till  she  was  close  to  the  Anglesey  that, 
yawing  slightly,  she  showed  French  ornamentation  on  her  qnutw. 
Then  all  was  huny  and  confusion.  Elton,  to  gain  time,  ordered  the 
foresail  to  be  set ;  but  the  only  effect  nf  this  rnannnnvre  was  to  hnrA- 
the  lee  lower  deck  ports  in  the  sea  and  almost  to  swamp  the  ship. 
The  enemy,  which  proved  to  be  the  Apt'Ihrn,  .W,  lu  lon^ing  to  the 
French  navy,  but  fitted  out  by  private  adventurer*,  ran  close  under 
the  stem  of  the  A  nglesey  nad  rounded-to  on  her  lee  quarter,  pouring 
in  a  heavy  fire.  Elton  and  the  Mastw  fell  at  the  first  discharge, 
and  the  command  devolved  on  the  second  lieutenant.  Baker  Phillips. 
The  decks  were  not  cleared;  the  ship  was  half-full  of  water;  and 
sixty  men  w^  dead  or  wounded.  Phillips  could  not  order  the 
hehn  to  be  put  up  without  falling  aboard  a  ship  as  full  of  men  ah 
his  was  of  water ;  so,  takin«:  hasty  counsel  with  Taale,  the  third 
lieutenant,  he  decided  that  no  eli'ectivc  resistatici  could  be  offrrrri, 
and  ordered  the  colours  to  be  struck.  It  is  dihicult  to  see  what  eke 
Phillips  could  have  done.  William  Hutchinscm,  "  the  Mariner,"  laid 
down  that  a  ship  attacked  as  the  Anglesey  was  ought  to  be  box- 
hauled,  and  to  pass  under  the  enemy's  stem  raking  him,  as  the 

*  Chainock,  iv.  431. 
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SerapU  subsequently  did  in  the  course  of  her  action  with  the 
Bonhomme  Richard.    Bui  in  1745  Phillips  could  not  have  hod 

the  advantage  of  a  study  of  Hutchinson's  '  Treatise  on  Practical 
Seamanship  ' ;  and,  being  a  young  man  and  inexperienced,  he  acted 
as  most  other  men  in  his  position  would  have  done.  The  ship 
was  lost  hy  being  engaged  to  leeward.    The  sabseqaent  court- 

martial 

"  WM  UDUiiinously  of  oiMniou  tbat  Captain  KItou,  deceasad,  did  nut  give  timely 
diracttooa  for  getting  his  ship  c\mr  or  in  a  pru(<er  poatun  of  defence,  nor  did  he 

afterwardK  behave  like  an  ofli^iT  or  :i  t<eaiiiau,  wliicli  ^vas  the  cause  «i  tiie  >hi|>  being 
left  to  Lieutenant  I'iiiJlipB  in  Kuch  distreta  and  cunfuKiun.  And  that  Lieutenant  Baker 
Pkillipf*,  late  pecond  lieutenant  of  the  said  «bii<,  by  uut  endeavouring  to  the  utnioat 
of  hia  powci  aftir  Captain  Elton's  dealh  to  put  the  shi]>  in  ordsr  of  fl^ting^  not 
encouraging  the  inferiur  uiticere  and  common  men  to  fight  couragfoutly,  and  bjr 
yielding  to  the  enemy,  fall«i  under  part  of  the  tenth  article.  They  do  sentence  him  to 
death,  to  be  »hot  by  a  ]i1at«on  of  muMqueteerM  on  the  ft>re<'a«tle^  .  .  .  but  .  .  .  having 
regard  to  the  di«trei<8  ami  conru^ion  the  hhip  waa  in  when  he  came  to  the  commaodf 
and  Iwing  a  young  wan  and  unexperieuceil,  they  l>ej;  leave  to  recoiuiuend  him  for 
mer^." 

The  xecommendation  was  ignored,  and  the  sentence  was  duly 
carried  into  effect.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  was  the  reason  of  this, 
and  it  ban  been  suggested  in  explanation  that  there  was  a  suspicion 
that  Phillips  was  in  the  pay  of  the  Young  Pretender.  No  hint  of 
this  appears  in  the  minutes  of  the  court-martial;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  terror  of  an  invasion  was  at  that  time  ver\- 
presit,  and  that  nion  tiiay  he  swayed  hy  motives  which  thv  v  do  not 
acknowledge  even  to  themselves.  Wliether  as  a  result  oi  this  court- 
martial  or  not,  it  reninins  to  ])*■  recorded  that  not  n  ship  wavered  in 
her  allegiance,  though  there  w  ere  undoubted  Jucohiles  iu  the  fleet.' 
The  one  action  of  the  year  that  had  a  direct  bearing  on  the  result, 
the  engagement  between  the  Lion  and  Ae  French  ship  Elisabeth , 
has  already  been  described.' 

A  number  of  valuable  prizes  continued  to  be  made,  chiefly  in  the 
West  Indies.  The  greatest  success  fell  to  the  privateers  ;  Init  in 
December,  1744,  the  Hose,  20,  Captain  Thomas  Frankland,  had  fallen 
in  with  and  taken  the  trcasnre-ship  (^ttnreprion .  hound  frnm  rnrtagena 
to  Havana.  The  prize  mounted  twenty  ^'uns  and  had  a  hii  <,'!■  t-n-w  ; 
hut  her  value  lay  in  the  enormously  rich  cargo  which,  after  a  htuiiljom 
fight,  became  the  property  of  the  British.  As  she  Wiis  not  condeumed 

»  25tb  aud  :;Gtii  June,  iT4i».    P.  1{.  O.,  vol  2y. 

*  Vidf  e.g.,  l\  R.  ().  Concta-tuartial,  vol.  29.  Lieutenant  William  Johnston,  fur 

treawin,  .July  l.'ith,  174'). 

'  Hujtm,  C'liap.  XXV 11.,  p.  110. 
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by  lepal  process,  the  exact  value  of  her  lading'  \a  unknown.  It  will 
be  etiou^li,  linwt'ViT,  to  say  that  it  consisted  chiefly  of  gold,  bilver, 
and  jewels,  aud  lhat  buch  additional  iindb  uh  '20,000  and  3O,U0O 
pistoles,  iniiide  after  the  ship  had  been  deased,  were  looked  on  by 
oomparison  as  trifles.  The  privateers  which  harmed  the  enemy 
most  at  that  time  were  the  Prince  Frederick,  Duket  and  Prince 
George,  fitted  out  by  a  London  firm  in  the  siunmar  of  1745,  and 
croising  under  one  James  Talbot,  master  of  the  first-named, 
as  commodore.'  The  profit  resulting  from  this  single  cruise, 
£700, 000.  was  RO  enormous  as  to  tempt  the  merchfints  to  repeat 
tlu  ir  scheme  ;  and  the  ships  were  sent  to  sea  -d'^iun  in  the  following 
year  under  George  Walker.  Subsecjuently  to  hiss  capture  by  the 
Fleuron,  Walker  had  commanded  the  privateer  BoKcaicen,  which, 
as  the  Fxeneh  royal  frigate  IfAl^e,  had  beoi  the  first  prize  of  the 
war,  and  had  been  renamed  in  honour  of  her  captor. 

The  French  West  India  trade  of  1745  went  oat  under  the  convoy 
of  the  Magnanimc,  74,  and  other  ships  of  war.  Vice-Admiral  Isaac 
Townsend  had,  howevw,  received  news  concerning  the  convoy,  and, 
on  October  81st,  intercepted  it  off  Martinique.  Townsend,  in  the 
Lf'ftnr,  tof^'ether  with  the  Dreadnoitghf  and  Ipswich,  enpfajred  the 
men-of-war,  while  the  smaller  ships  were  sent  off  in  rliase  of 
the  flying  merchaiituien.  Several  of  tlus*'  latter  were  picked  up 
to  leeward  or  were  driven  ashore,  but  the  men-ul-war  escaped  by 
taking  refuge  under  the  batteries.* 

In  the  Meditmanean,  meanwhile,  the  only  action  of  import- 
ance was  that  between  the  Jersey,  €0,  Captain  Charles  Hardy  (2), 
detached  from  Captain  Henry  Osbom's  squadron,  and  the  St, 
Esprit,  74.  The  action  was  veiy  severe,  lasting  for  two  hours  and 
a  half,  at  the  end  of  which  time  both  ships  were  crippled.  The 
St.  Eiiprit  returned  to  Cadiz  with  the  loss  of  her  foremast  and 
bowsprit,  and  with  twenty  men  killed. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Apolluii  was  a  royal  ship  in  private 
employ.  This  hiring  out  of  the  .State's  ships  was  by  no  meaub  an 
uncommon  practice  wi&  the  French ;  and,  on  the  break  up  d  their 
main  fleet  subsequent  to  the  battle  off  Toulon,  it  was  carried  out 
on  a  considerable  scale.  M.  de  Lage,  a  man  whose  chief  merit  lay 
in  his  self-assertiveneas,  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  the  Admiral 
of  France  an  acting  commission  as  commodore,  with  authority  to  fit 

*  Bttitwin,  {.  294 ;  J.  K.  Laugbton :  '  Studien  in  TSvnl  HiHtory,*  p.  287. 
'  BoatMn,  i.  28{n 
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out  a  squadnm  at  his  own  rxpenae.  Tha  crews  were  to  be  raised 

from  the  povonimeiit  lists  of  seamen  and  marines,  but  were  to  be 
paid  l)y  (le  L;i;^fr.  l^ut  the  mcti  liad  a  peculiar  dislike  to  the 
adventurer,  and  would  not  voluiitft  r  ;  unci  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that,  after  a  hot  pryas,  two  ships  of  the  line  and  two 
frigates  got  to  sea  in  April,  1745.  These  were  the  Fenne,  74, 
Oriflamme,  54,  Diane,  30,  and  Volage,  30.  Three  times  did 
de  Lage  pat  to  sea,  and  three  times  was  he  driven  in  by  bad 
weather.  On  each  return  to  port  nmnbers  of  m^  deserted,  and 
finally  he  had  to  pay  off  the  Feme,  With  the  three  ships  that  were 
left,  he  put  to  sea  for  the  hist  attempt  at  the  end  of  March,  1746. 
On  tlie  '29th  he  wns  sighted  by  Commodore  the  Hon.  George 
Townsheiui,  wlio  had  with  him  at  that  time  the  Bedford,  70,  and 
Essex,  70,  and  two  hombs,  but  who,  cuiiteiuiut,'  himself  with  a 
distant  view,  chose  to  beUeve  that  the  enemy  was  of  tjupeiior  force, 
and  declined  to  engage.'  De  Lage  stood  over  to  the  coast  of  Spain 
where,  on  April  4th,  off  Cape  St.  llifartin,  the  Volage,  which  had 
diased  out  of  sight  of  the  squadron,  was  taken,  after  an  obstinate 
resistance,  by  Captain  John  Fawler,  of  the  Stirling  CastUt  70,  On 
the  following  morning  her  consorts  hove  in  sight;  and  Fawler, 
believing  himself  to  be  in  no  fit  condition  to  engage  them,  cnt  adrift 
the  prize,  which  he  had  taken  in  tow.  She  was  therefore  retaken, 
and  with  her,  n  lieutenant  and  twenty-five  men.  Fawler  was  tried 
by  court-martial  at  Gibraltar  on  Octobi  r  ('»th  and  7th  follow  in  ^' ;  and 
the  court,  thouf^h  it  acquitted  him  for  not  en<jn<,'inf;  de  J.a^'e, 
condemned  him  for  not  destroying  the  prize,  which,  an  he  had  had 
possession  of  her  all  night  and  had  learnt  from  the  prisoners  that 
her  consorts  were  in  the  neighboorhood,  he  should  and  could 
have  done. 

When  de  La  Jonqnitoe,  driven  out  of  America  by  putrid  fever  and 

small-pox,  was  on  his  way  back  to  Europe,  he  had  a  narrow  escape 
from  falling  in  with  Anson,  then  in  command  in  the  Channel. 
Indeed,  so  near  were  the  fleets  to  one  another  that  the  French  ship, 
Mercure,  5G,  doing  duty  as  a  hnspital.  wns  taken,  when  but  a  httle 
separated  from  the  mnin  l>ody.  Two  other  ships  failed  to  reach 
Friuice ;  the  Ferine,  o-i,  which  had  been  wnt  to  Quel>ec  with 
military  stores,  and  which  had  fallen  in  with  the  British  blockading 
squadron,  and  the  Man,  64,  whicdi  had  been  driven  by  stress  of 
weath»  to  Mardnique.  Thence,  after  refitting,  she  had  sailed  for 
'  Couit-manid  on  Towiwhend,  Febnwr/  9tb,  17<16-4T.  P.  R.  O.,  toL  30. 
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home;  but  she  was  seventy-five  men  short  of  her  compleiucnt  and 
very  sickly,  so  that,  when  she  fdl  in,  on  Uotober  11th,  174G,  with 
th«  Xotdtit/hain,  <)<),  ('apt;iiri  Philip  de  Sauniarex.  cruising  to  the 
sniith-we^Jt  of  Cape  Clear,  she  was  not  in  a  cmuittioii  to  make  effective 
resistance.  The  tiijht  was,  nevertheless,  njaintaitietl  for  two  honrs, 
ere  the  Mars,  rediu  < d  to  a  wreck,  with  twelve  men  killed  an«l 
forty  wounded,  as  against  three  killed  and  sixteen  wouuded  in  the 
Nottingham^  struck.  But  for  the  finenew  of  the  weather  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  send  her  in.   She  was  added  to  the  Navy. 

In  1746,  the  privateers  on  both  sides  continned  to  have  a  good 
share  in  the  hard  knocks,  and  from  time  to  time  did  excellent 
service.  There  are  two  of  their  exploits  which  specially  claim 
mention.  On  April  10th  the  AUxander  privnteer.  one  hundred  and 
forty  men,  Phillips  master,  was  cruising:  ofV  whon  she  saw 

a  fri^'ate,  with  n  store  ship  ni  coiin);iny,  standing'  into  St.  Martin. 
This  wa.s  the  Sult  iniy,  20  guns  and  two  hun(hetl  and  thirty  men, 
which  had  been  taken  by  de  Bochamheau  on  the  Portuguese  coast 
Dearly  two  years  before.  Phillips  boarded  her  athwart  the  bowsprit, 
at  the  very  entrance  to  the  road,  and  carried  her,  killing  fifteen  of 
her  men.  Phillips,  like  Walker,  was  kept  out  of  the  King's  service, 
which  \w  WHS  dosirous  of  entering,  by  the  stringency  of  the  regula- 
tions, and  had  to  he  content  with  an  acknowledgment  of  five  hundred 
guineas  and  a  gold  mednl.  Tho  st  cond  instance  occurred  on  May  1st, 
when,  as  has  been  hrielly  nott'd  in  the  previous  chnptor.  H.M.S, 
Grct/hoiiHf},  '20,  with  the  slodps  Jitditntorr  and  Ti  rror.  id  I  m  oft  the 
west  coa.st  of  Scotland  with  two  heavy  French  privateers  of  IV2  and 
34  guns  respectively.  The  British  were  severely  handled  and  beaten 
off,  and  Commander  the  Hon.  Bichsid  Howe  (afterwards  Earl  Howe), 
then  of  ike  Baltimore,  was  badly  wounded. 

On  Febmaxy  9th,  1746,  the  Portland,  50,  Captain  Charles 
Stevens,  cruising  in  the  Soundings,  fell  in  with  and  engaged  the 
French  Augnste,  50,  four  hundred  and  sev^ty  men. 

"After  two-iiml-a-half  hour^*  cl<«se  Rction,"  wrute  SteTeos,  ••»h«  struck,  having 
fifty  killed,  nine! y-f  nir  wminded,  .ill  lier  iii.itttK  !<o  sliattered  that  thoy  went  by  the 
Itianl,  and  »>  many  shot  in  the  hull,  that,  with  Uie  hue  hard  easterly  wind,  1  wiui 
()hli>;ed  to  put  away  w  ith  her  Itfrfon  it  &  bnndred  Icftguw  to  tJi«  iwtward,  and  am  now 
towing  ber  fur  Plymouth." ' 

The  Portland  had  five  men  kiUed  and  thirteen  wounded,  and  ktst 
her  main  yard.'  The  Augwte  was  bought  into  the  service,  and, 

*  J.  K.  Laughtcu :  '  Studie*  in  Karal  Hirtory,'  ii.  256.       •  Chamock,  r.  229. 
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as  the  Portland's  Prize^  craiaed  with  success.  On  Noveinl)ei-  19th  of 
the  same  year,  in  company  with  the  Winchchvu,  '20,  the  Portland 
si«;htp(l  tlie  Sithfiif,  '2Vk  The  Wijirhr/sra .  in  which  Samuel  {af$er- 
WHids  Viscount  t  Hood  was  tlieii  a  heiilenant,  outsailed  h«r  consort, 
and,  after  u  very  severe  action,  fought  the  chase  to  a  standstill,  so 
that,  on  the  Portland's  coming  up,  the  Frenchman  struck  im- 
mediately.^ The  rest  of  the  doings  of  single  ships  and  light 
squadrons  in  European  waters  during  the  year  may  be  dismissed 
with  a  mere  reference  to  the  destmction  of  the  Ardent,  64,  which  was 
chased  ashore  in  Quiberon  Bay  in  November  1^  Lestock's  Squadron 
when  returning  from  its  fruitless  desert  on  Ijorient. 

Before  Aji^oii's  victon'  of  May  ^-^rd.  there  was  little  done  at  sea 
in  1747  ;  and,  afti'i'  it,  the  enemy  l)f;4aii  to  slu)\v  •jreat  sijriiR  of  that 
exhaustion  whieli,  ctnmeqtient  on  their  second  defeat  in  ()ctol>er,  put 
an  end  to  tiie  war.  Anson  h  work  was  well  Kupj)lemeuted  when 
Captain  Thomas  Fox,  of  the  Kent,  74,  having  put  to  sea  with 
a  small  squadron  in  April,  fell  in»  to  the  westward  of  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  on  June  20th,  with  the  large  fleet  of  French  West  Indiamen 
which  he  had  long  been  anxiously  awaiting.  The  merchantmen  were 
under  the  convoy  of  M.  Dubois  de  La  Motte,  whose  force  consisted 
of  three  sail  of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  a  force  inferior  indeed  to  the 
six  ships  ^  of  Fox's  squadron  but  not  bo  far  inferior  as  to  justify  the 
flight  which  followed.  M.  de  La  Jonquiere,  in  his  encounter  with 
Anson,  had  earned  tli(>  j^'mtitude  oi  his  country  by  delil)erately  givnig 
himself  to  he  crushed  that  he  might  save  his  convoy  ;  de  La  Motte 
shrank  from  the  bucritice,  and  took  bis  men-of-war  unscathed  iuio 
Brest,  while,  of  the  West  Indiamen,  about  fifty,  to  the  value  of 
upwards  of  a  million,  were  picked  up  either  by  Fox  himself  or  by 
Bear-Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren's  squadron  to  leeward. 

On  the  following  day  the  Btoile,  46,  escorting  five  merchantmen, 
was  driven  ashore  at  Cape  Finisterre  by  Sir  Peter  Warren,  and 
was  bumt.^  A  few  days  later,  an  attempt  to  execute  a  somewhat 
similar  exploit  ended  in  disaster.  The  Maidstone,  60,  Captain  the 
Hon.  Augustus  Keppel.  which  had  ixeii  emisinp  in  the  Soundinffs 
and  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  chased  an  enemy  s  ship  inshore  at  Beile 

'  The  Hubtih  \va«  added  to  the  Iloyal  X;n  v  »>  tin' 

•  Kent,  74,  Caplaiit  Tltumas  Fox ;  Hampton  Court,  7U,  Captain  Sarag«  MuHtyu : 
JSei^/e,  60,  CaptMB  George  Bfydgea  Rodney;  £A>»,  60^  OBptain  Arthur  Scott; 
f'hc»ler,  fiO  rri|  tani  Pliilip  DiirdI  (1)}  JSTeetor,  44,  Cftfitoiii  ThoiDM  Stanhviw;  with 
the  fireshi^  Pluio  and  Jfolphiit. 

■  Troude^  i.  818;  Bentmn,  i.  372;  CIiAraock,  iv.  187. 
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Isle  on  June  '27tb.  Venturing,'  too  close  in,  the  Maidstone  ran 
agioiuul  iind  became  a  total  wreck;  and  Keppel  and  bis  men  were 
made  prisoiu'is  of  war. 

Other  captures  of  uoLe  uia,dc  daring  the  coiutio  of  the  simimer 
in  European  waters  were  tb(^e  of  the  Bellom,  Louj),  and  Bemmmee. 
The  BdUme,  a  dC-gan  frigate  bound  from  Nantea  to  the  East 
Indies,  was  taken  by  the  Edinburgh,  Eagle,  and  NoiUnghamt  was 
bought  into  the  serrice  as  the  JBeUona,  and  was  at  once  sent  out 
to  cruise,  with  Captain  the  Hon.  Samuel  Barrington  in  command. 
The  Loup  had  been  the  British  sloop  Wolf,  taken  by  the  French 
two  years  earlier.  It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  she  was  captured 
by  the  Amazon,  26,  which,  as  has  been  mentioned,  was  originally  the 
French  Subtile.  The  11  »(/",  in  French  hands,  had  been  used  as  a 
privateer,  but  resumed  her  duties  as  a  14-gun  sloop  in  the  British 
Navy,  curiously  enough,  under  the  orders  of  Commander  George 
VaoheU,  who  had  had  her  before  her  capture  in  1745.*  The 
Amagont  whose  captain  was  Samud  Faulknor  (2),  son  of  that 
Samuel  Faulknor  (1)  who  had  poished  with  Balchen  in  the  Vieiary 
in  1744,  continuing  her  eruiae,  fell  in,  on  September  I2th,  with  the 
lienommie,  82.  A  severe  but  indecisive  action  followed,  and  left 
both  ships  badly  crippled.  They  parted  company  in  the  night, 
bnt,  next  day,  the  lienommie,  bavin rf  the  further  misfortnne  to  fall 
in  with  the  Dover,  50,  Captain  the  Hon.  Washington  Shirley,  was 
taken,  and,  with  her,  M.  de  Conflans,  who  was  going  out  in  her 
to  take  over  the  government  of  San  Domingo. 

The  French  force  under  M.  de  TEtendu^re,  which  aufiered 
defeat  on  October  14th,  1747,  at  the  hands  of  Hawke,  had  under 
its  convoy  a  large  fleet  of  merchantm«i  for  the  West  Indies. 
Hawke,  alter  the  battie,  was  not  in  a  fit  state  to  pursue  the  convoy, 
but,  with  admirable  promptness,  at  once  victualled  t.he  Weazel, 
sloop,  and  despatched  her  to  warn  Captain  George  Pocock,  who 
bad  succeeded  Captain  the  Hon,  Edward  Lefr^e  m  commodore  on 
the  West  India  station,  of  its  ajijirojieh.  Thankn;  to  this  prompt- 
ness, Pocock,  tliouuh  his  squadron  was  scattered  when  the  ne\v8 
reached  him,  wasi  able  to  capture  many  of  the  merchantmen.  The 
Captain  took  eight,  the  Dreadnought  six,  the  Dragon  five,  the 
Ludhw  Coiilt  another,  and  the  privateers  on  the  station  ten  more. 
The  twenty  taken  by  Focock  were  valued  at  ^£100,000.' 

'  He  was  lost  with  her  off  the  IriBb  ca«it  in  January,  1749. 
*  fieateoo,  i.  368  aod  40B. 
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It  still  remains  to  dest-ribe  the  most  noteworthy  uf  the  minor 
actions  of  iho  year  1747/  Mention  has  already  \n-vu  iniide  of 
George  Walker,  a  man  who  would  have  done  credit  to  uny  service, 
and  who  was  kept  oat  of  the  Navy  only  by  the  ngnLitioiw  which 
made  it  impossible  to  offer  him  therein  any  command  which  he 
wonld  be  likely  to  accept,  ffis  fortune  on  two  or  three  occasions 
bronght  him  into  dose  contact  with  the  Boyal  Nairy,  hnt  never  more 
closely  than  in  the  present  instance.  Walker,  it  has  been  seen, 
toolc  over  Talbot's  squadron  of  privi^een  on  the  latter's  retixoment. 
He  enlarged  it,  and,  like  liis  predecessor,  cmised  with  great  success 
a^rainst  the  enemy's  cornincrce.  On  October  (ith,  1747,  the  "  Koyal 
Fimiily,  "  so  calltid  l)ec;iu?ie  all  the  ships  composing  it  were  named 
after  membersi  ol  the  reigning  house,  were  standing  out  of  Lagos 
Bay  when  a  large  ship  was  bighted  coming  in  towards  Cape 
St.  Vincent.  They  immediately  gftve  chase ;  and  the  struiger  bore 
away  to  the  westward,  being,  like  the  British  ships,  in  scone  doubt 
as  to  the  enemy's  force.  She  was,  in  laet,  &e  (sMomm),  a  Spanish 
74,  which  bad  previously  landed  at  Fenol  about  three  milhons  of 
treasure  from  the  Spanish  Main,  and  was  then  bound  to  Cadiz. 
She  was  a  fine  powerful  ship,  thongli,  as  was  general  in  that 
sennce,  she  carried  no  heavier  gims?  ttiau  '24-pouuder8.  This  was 
not  her  first  hostile  meeting  during  the  voyage,  for  on  .July  11th 
she  had  fallen  in  at  the  Azores  with  the  Lark,  40,  Captain  John 
Crookshanks,  and  Warwick,  60,  Captain  liobert  Krskine.  The 
Warwick  had  attacked  but,  left  unsupported,  had  been  beaten  to 
a  standstill;  and  the  Glofioso  had  made  off.  For  this  fiasco, 
CrookdkankB,  who  was  the  senior  officer,  was  cashiered.  A  few 
days  later  the  Spaniard  had  met  with  the  Osiford,  50,  with  the 
Shoreham,  24,  and  FoJoon,  14,  in  company;  but  they  had  made 
room  for  her  as  being  of  superior  force. 

It  was  now  for  Walker  to  try  his  hand.  He  l>(']i(  ved  that  there 
was  treasure  still  on  board;  but  when,  at  a])Out  noon  on  the  Gth, 
he  overhauled  the  chase,  his  frifjatc,  tlic  A  /»'/  (Icon/r,  was  alone. 
It  had  ialleu  Hat  caliu,  and  the  rest  of  the  "  Koyal  Family  '  had 
not  been  able  to  get  up,  so  that  the  King  George  and  the  Glorioso 
lay  looking  at  one  another,  each  uncertain  as  to  what  the  other 
was.   In  the  evening  a  breesse  arose,  and  the  Glorioto  headed  in- 

'  J.  E.  Laughton:  'btudies  in  ^'avul  lliiitoQ'-,'  pp.  239  sj^.  P.  li.  O.  CuurtS' 
martial,  vol.  32,  Daeember  28tli,  1747,  on  Bmith  Callia  «f  Oxford,  «ad, 
Falnroaiy  lat,  1748,  on  CrookstaaDki  of  tha  Larh. 
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slide,  followed  by  Uic  privateer  which,  on  rloning,  hailed  for 
iiifonnation.  The  Spaniard  answered  wiih  a  cross-question,  and, 
on  iinding  that  the  ship  alongside  was  British,  poured  m  a  broad- 
side^  which  was  returned  at  once ;  and  the  Bhips  ran  alowly  in  to  the 
land,  engaged  yard-arm  to  yard-aim.  There  have  been  instances 
enough  of  frigates  attacking  ships  of  the  line ;  the  capture  of  the 
GmUmme  T«U  in  1800  was  directly  due  to  the  Mnbanaasing  atten- 
tions of  the  Penelope  ;  and  no  small  share  of  Edward  Pellew's  great 
»  name  is  due  to  the  manner  in  which,  in  the  Indefatujable,  44,  he 
hunfi  on  to  thr  Droits  dr  VHonvm  in  a  gale  of  wind  on  a  !ec  shf»re, 
till  he  left  lu  r  a  hopeless  wrprk.  But  this  is  the  only  instance  in 
wliich  ;i  f'rii,Mte,  in  a  smooih  sea  anti  tine  weatla-r,  voluntarily 
placed  lieiiieH,  yard-arm  to  ^ard-arm,  with  a  ship  of  the  line;  and 
not  the  least  wonder  of  it  is  that  the  frigate  was  only  a  privateer. 
Fortunately  for  the  King  George,  many  of  the  enemy's  shot  either 
went  over  hex  or  took  effect  in  her  spars ;  yet,  in  i^ite  of  that, 
after  some  hours  her  position  began  to  be  critical.  On  one  of  her 
consorts,  the  Prince  Frederick,  coming  up,  however,  the  Gloriaio 
took  to  flight.  On  the  morning  of  tlie  8th,  the  Kiiu/  George  was 
too  disabled  to  piirsne,  finrl  the  Pruice  Frrrhrirl-.  with  two  other 
ships  of  the  squadron,  was  making  nail  after  the  chase  when  a  large 
vebstil  was  seen  coming  up  from  the  eastward.  She  was  made  out 
to  be  British,  and  Walker  at  once  sent  to  explain  the  situation  to 
her  captain.  She  was  the  Bussell,  80,  Captain  Matthew  Buckle  (1), 
homeward  bound  from  the  Meditenranean,  but  with  cmly  half  a  crew 
on  board ;  and,  even  of  these,  some  were  sick.  As  the  Bunell  crowded 
sail  in  pursuit  the  chase  was  seen  to  be  sharply  engaged  with  some 
vessel  unknown  which  presently  blew  up.  It  was  thought  at  first 
that  she  was  the  Prince  Fmh  rick,  but  she  was  in  reality  the 
Dartmouth,  50,  Captain  James  Hamilton  ('2),  which  had  boon  drawn 
to  the  scene  of  action  by  the  firing  of  the  previous  night.  Out  of 
her  crew  of  three  himdred  only  fourteen,  including  a  heutenant, 
were  saved.  Sluirtly  afterwards  the  Russell  in  her  turn  came  up, 
and  began  a  hot  action  which  lasted  for  five  hours,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  the  enemy's  main-top  mast  went  overboard  and  she 
stmck.  So  short-handed  was  the  Busedl  that  the  nnmber  of  the 
prisoners  was  a  s^ous  embarrassment,  and  many  of  them  had  to  be 
sent  away  in  the  privateers. 

Towadcds  the  end  of  1747  Captain  Dubois  de  La  Motte  went 
out  to  6an  Dcnningo  with  a  convoy  of  merchantmen.    His  force 
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consisted   of   the   Mftqiianimc,  and   a   new  Ktoile.  4*2.  f>n 

November  18tb  four  Jintisli  ineu-ol-war  were  seen/  ol  which  one 
mounted  60  and  another  50  gons.  From  ^ese  M.  de  La  Kotte 
protected  his  convoy.  There  was  some  desnltory  firing,  and  the 
merchantmen,  with  the  exception  dt  siz,  got  safely  away>  No 
sooner  was  the  Magwmime  back  in  France,  than  she  was  ordered 
to  the  East  Indies,  bearing  the  broad  pennant  of  Commodore  the 
Marquis  d'Albert.'^  On  January  31st,  1748,  she  wa^s  sighted  in  the 
north-west  by  the  fleet  then  crui8i!i<?  under  Ilawke  to  the  westward 
of  Ushant.  The  Maguanime  had  l)een  partially  dismasted  in  a  ^'aie 
a  tew  days  previously,  and  was  then  uu  her  way  hack  lo  Jiresi 
to  refit.  Directly  she  was  sighted,  the  Nottingham,  60,  Cuptaiu 
liobert  Harland  (2),  waa  detached  in  chase;  bat,  immediately 
afterwards,  it  heeame  apparent  that  the  enemy  was  a  ship  of  force, 
and  the  PorUand,  50,  Captain  Charles  Stevens,  was  also  oxdeted 
to  follow  her.  The  Nottinffham  waa  engaged  for  nearly  an  hour 
before  Stevens  could  come  up,  and  suffered  somewhat  seveiely, 
losing  in  all  sixteen  men  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  The  loss 
of  the  Portland  was  only  four  men  wounded,  itn  <?!u;illnes8  being  due 
to  the  disabled  condition  of  the  Freneh  sliip,  wliicli  allowed  the 
Piirfliind  to  keip  ou  her  quarter  and  rake  her  at  will.  After 
a  situhhurn  resistance,  lasting  for  six  hours,  the  enemy  struck, 
having  lost,  out  of  a  crew  of  six  hundred  and  eighty-six  men, 
forty^five  killed  and  one  hundred  and  five  wounded.  The  prize 
was  a  very  fine  ship,  and  was  added  to  the  British  Navy  under 
her  old  name.  Her  capture  was  the  last  one  of  importance  in 
the  war. 

The  10th  of  October,  1748,  was  marked  by  liie  mutiny  of  the 
Chesterjicld,  40,  which  was  stationrd  on  thf>  cfiast  of  Africa.  On 
the  date  named,  while  the  ship  lay  oil  Cape  Coast  Castle,  and 
the  captain,  O'Brien  Dudley,  and  others  were  ashore,  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Couchmau  organised  a  rising,  and,  persuading  the  lieutenant 
of  Marines,  the  carpenter,  and  thirty  men  to  join  him,  got  possession 
of  the  ship.  The  boatswain,  Mr.  Gastrien,  was  of  those  on  board 
the  moat  zealous  in  his  attempts  first  to  dissuade,  and  afterwards  to 

'  This  is  OD  the  atitiiority  of  Tnxidc,  i.  31*.).  Hciiti^MU  inukc-M  uo  mention  of  it,  and 
M  'i'roude  <{ivv8  no  EngU»b  names  it  w  bard  to  say  wliat  (Lv  Nhips  were. 

■  TrouUe,  i.  321.  Tb«ra  U  some  doubt  as  to  the  date  of  the  capture  of  llie 
Jiagnaniiue,  liutMsbe  bad  been  in  tlie  West  Imiiett  iu  December,  Jimimiy  3LHt, the- 
btMt  date  given,  feema  the  moet  probable.       Beatsuu,  L  400. 
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ovf'ipi >\ver,  the  mutineei"s  ;  but  had  Couchman  aud  his  party  been 
nieu  in  any  way  equal  to  the  risky  part  which  they  had  s(  I  them- 
selves to  play,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  w  oukl  have  gone  very 
hard  indeed  with  the  botttewain  and  the  loyal  party.  The  matineen, 
however,  having  first  tried  to  reason  a  few  more  into  joining  them, 
and  having  faUed,  left  the  weU-diqposed  members  of  the  crew  to 
roam  abont  the  ship  and  concert  plans  at  their  leisore.  On  the 
12th.  therefore,  the  boatswaiii  took  counsel  with  the  punner,  who 
was  ill  in  his  cabin,  and,  thus  getting  hold  of  twenty  pistob,  armed 
n  f<  \v  resolute  men  and  recovered  the  ship.  A  conrt-niartial  wafs 
ht  ld  nil  Ixiard  the  Invincihle  at  l*ortsmouth  on  June  2Gth.  ]71'.),  to 
in. pure  into  allecfed  tieylect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  Captain  O'Brien 
Diulley,  and  to  examine  nito  the  reasons  for  his  being  ashore  with  so 
many  of  hia  officers  to  the  detriment  of  the  service.  Captain  Dudley 
proved  that  there  had  been  no  cause  to  suspect  latent  mutiny,  and 
that  he  and  bis  officers  were  ashore  on  duty.  He  and  they  w«e, 
accordingly,  acquitted  of  all  blame.  As  for  Ck»uchman  and  John 
Morgan,  the  lieutenant  of  Marines,  they  were  tried  on  tlie  2Sth  and 
30th  respectively,  and  both  were  condemned  to  be  shot.  On  the 
10th  July  m\  Tiien  were  tried  for  the  same  offence,  and  of  them  two 
were  acquitted  and  the  rest  hanged.' 

Till  the  outbreak  of  the  next  war  the  Navy  had  little  tn  do,  and, 
OS  was  usually  the  case  ui  a  lime  of  compamtive  quiet,  it  turned  its 
attention  to  the  Mediterranean  pirates.  A  small  squadron  was  sent 
out,  with  Captain  the  Hon.  Augustus  Keppel  in  the  Cenhtrion,  GO,  as 
Commodore.  Eeppel  had  a  i^ecial  mission  to  the  Dey  of  Algier,  to 
treat  with  him,  or,  if  necessary,  to  force  him  to  restrain  his  pxatical 
cruisers  ;  and  the  story  told  ^  is  that  the  Dey  professed  astonishment 
that  the  King  of  England  should  have  sent  a  beardless  boy  to  treat 
with  him.  Keppel,  who  was  twenty-Kix,  wa*;.  no  donht,  nettled,  and 
is  said  to  have  answered:  "  Had  my  master  nupposed  that  wisdom 
was  measured  by  length  nf  Inard,  he  would  have  sent  )*our  Dey- 
ship  a  he-goal.  ■  \Vhen  the  angry  i)cy  threatened  his  visitor  with 
death,  Eeppel,  pointing  to  his  squadron,  is  said  to  have  explained 
that  there  were  enough  of  hia  countrymen  there  to  honour  him  with 
a  glorioua  funeral  pyre.  Whether  there  be  truth  in  the  story  or  not, 

'  p.  i:.  n.      itrt'^  ninrtial.  vol.  3.1.    See  also  Beatson,  iii.  HH. 

*  A  subiiiciouslj'  similar  btory  ia  told  of  the  behaviuur  of  ihc  bey  of  Tripoli  to 
Shotrdl  in  167G.  There  w  no  i«f«i«DO«  to  the  A&lr  in  th«  Hon.  and  Rer.  Thonui» 
Keppers  'Life'  of  his  relfttive.— W.  U  C. 
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(he  fact  stands  that  in  June,  1751,  the  difticulties  were  amootbed 
over,  and  that  Keppel  leiunied  to  England  in  the  following  month 

and  paid  ofif. 

It  was  not  until  after  some  month.s  of  iiDolhcial  hustilitirs  in 
North  America,  ami  until  alter  the  receipt  iu  Jingland  of  Jioscawen's 
dispatch  relative  lo  the  capture  of  the  Alcidc  and  Lys,  that  the 
Seven  Ye«»'  War  was  faizly  aet  on  foot. 

Thns  far  the  British  had  been  the  gainers  in  the  struggle  that 
ettU  awaited  a  formal  initiation.  They  had  taken  two  ships,  and  they 
had  loet  but  one^  the  Man,  64,  which  had  gzoimded  while  going  into 
harbour  at  Halifax  on  the  return  thither  of  Boscawen's  squadron  at 
the  end  of  June;  and  which  it  had  been  irapossihle  to  get  ofif  again. 
Soon  aftprwsirds,  on  the  ni*^ht  of  Anf,mst  I'Mh,  1755,  the  BIftnd/nrd, 
20,  CaptiUii  Kichard  Watkins,  when  on  her  way  to  Soutli  Carolina, 
fell  m  otl  Brest  with  n  French  squadron  honipwfird  b*,>und  from  the 
West  Indies  under  M.  du  Guay.  Shu  did  what  she  could  to  get 
away,  and,  even  when  Boironnded,  attempted  some  Fesistance ;  but 
the  British  20-gun  frigate  of  that  period  was  "  a  pigiuy  with  a  pop- 
gun armament ; "  and  she  was  easily  taken  possessicni  of  and  sent 
into  Nantes.*  The  sequel  is  ourions  as  testifying  to  a  tardy  zeal  on 
the  part  of  the  French  to  avert  the  consequences  of  their  aggressions. 
With  a  parade  of  regard  for  legality,  the  Bland/ord  was  restored  by 
the  French  (loverament  ;  hut  Great  Britain  was  not  thus  readily 
appeased,  and  she  quickly  retsilmted  hy  capluriug  the  Eapennice, 
commanded  hy  Conite  de  Bonvet.  Tliat  slnp,  nominally  a  74.  hut 
having  only  tvvejjty-four  guiia  uiountcd,  wu.s  on  her  way  home  from 
Louisboui'g,  when  on  November  13th,  1755,  she  fdl  in  with  Byng's 
fleet,  which  had  sailed  from  Spithead  a  month  before.  The  Orford, 
64,  Obtain  Charles  Stevens,  was  ordered  to  chase,  and  soon  began 
a  close  acti<m,  in  which  ttie  JRevenge,  64,  Captain  Frederick  Corn- 
wall, presently  joined.  The  Esperancc,  however,  made  a  stout 
resistanee,  and  did  not  strike  till  the  squadron  began  to  draw  up. 
She  was  an  old  ship,  and  had  been  so  severely  handled  that,  con- 
sidering the  badness  of  the  weather,  it  was  jiidired  nseh^ss  to  try  to 
keep  her  afloat.  She  had  hist  ninety  killed  and  wounded  out  of  a  total 
of  thrt  <  Imndred.  Her  surviving  people  were,  therefore,  taken  out 
of  hei,  and  she  was  set  on  lire.  This  was  on  the  15th,  when  it  was 
first  possible  to  send  a  boat  on  board  hes,  although  she  had  been 


'  F.  R.  0.  Couit-mRttial  on  Watkim,  October  Cth,  1T55.  Vol  36. 
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nmkinfj  M^nals  ol  ilistress  ever  since  her  capture  on  the  ISth,  Byug 
wrote  *  concerumg  her : — 

"  S"i(-  w  vH  in  the  iiiotit  lii^tressetl  cond'Uiou  I  ever  saw  a  ship,  extn  nuly  leak}-  aiul 
not  able  to  cany  any  mU,  having  only  b«r  lower  manU  etaucUug  and  foreto^iruaat,  and 
not  one  yard  acrom  esoept  th«  spritmil  yard.** 

On  March  llth,  175(5,  still  prior  to  the  declamtion  of  war, 
the  ]Viinn'/'l\  fiO.  was  taken  In'  the  Frem*h  nnur  Martinique.  Seein<^ 
that,  according  to  a  Fi  t  ueh  siccounl,*  this  ship  w  as  taken  hy  a  frigate, 
it  is  interesting  to  turn  to  the  stor\'  of  the  uflair  as  given  by  her 
commander,  Captain  Molyueux  Shuldham,  at  the  subsequent  court- 
martial.''  The  Warwick  had  been  detached  on  December  Slst, 
1755,  by  CSommodore  Thomas  Ftankland,  to  cruise  in  the  neigh- 
bottthood  of  Martinique ;  and  shortly  after  reaching  her  station 
she  began  to  be  very  sickly.  As,  howev^,  the  sickness  began  to 
decrease,  and  as  there  was  no  information  of  any  French  ships  of 
force  being  in  those  waters,  Shuldham  resolved  to  continue  his 
cruise. 

On  March  llth,  at  daybreak,  three  sail  were  sighted,  and,  they 
being  obviously  of  superior  force,  and  the  private  f<ignal  lidng 
unanswered,  the  Wartcivk  bore  away  untler  a  press  ot  sail.  The 
strangers  were,  in  fact,  the  French  74-gun  ship  Prudent^  and  the 
two  frigates  Atalante  and  Ziphyr,  then  on  their  way  out  txoca. 
France  under  the  command  of  Captain  d'Aubigny  of  the  Prudent 
The  Warwick  was  one  of  the  smaUest  of  her  class,  was  a  dull  sailer, 
had  less  than  three  hundred  men  fit  for  service,  and  was  so  crank 
that  she  could  lardy  use  her  lower  deck  guns.  As  th^  was  a 
heavy  sea  running,  she  was  unable  to  use  them  on  the  occasion  in 
question  ;  and  she  hnd  tn  .rely  :i!inost  entirely  on  the  •J-ponndcrs  of 
her  upper  deck  and  cuiartcr-dt  ck.  The  Atalant> ,  84,  Captiiiu  ilu 
Chaffault,  was  the  first  lo  cume  up  with  the  chabe,  and,  hanging  on 
her  quarter,  out  of  reach  of  her  weather  broadside,  kept  up  a  galling 
fire.  The  wind  shifted  in  a  hard  squall ;  both  ships  were  taken 
aback ;  and  before  the  Warwick^  whose  rigging  was  much  cut,  could 
pay  off  her  head,  the  Prudent  drew  close  up  and  opened  fire.  Shuld- 
ham ordered  the  great  guns  to  play  upon  the  commodore  only,  and 
the  small-aim  men  to  keep  up  their  fire  on  the  Atalaate  ;  but  it  was 

■  AUuiiral';*  Di.si)atchei»,  Channel  Fleet,  vol.  2.    Byng,  November  19th,  1705. 
^  Tr..iitie,  i.  338. 

>  P.  B.  O.  Oowta-tnartial,  vol.  38,  March  27tli,  1758. 


Digitized  by  Coogl^ 


1756.] 


JJOWJi:  TO  THE  (JUAV&KY  l^LAUDS, 


291 


still  impoBsible  to  uae  the  lower  deck  guns,  the  ship  being  half 
swamped  ;  and  after  half  an  hoar  more,  being  defenceless  and  un- 
tuanageable,  she  struck  her  flag.  Shuldhaiu  remained  a  prisoner  of 
wnr  for  two  years,  and  nii  his  release  was  adjtidf/ed  by  the  court- 
martial,  held  to  inquiic  into  the  loss,  to  have  done  his  duty. 

An  indecisive  action  was  fought  on  May  17th,  1756,  betwtt  n  tluj 
Colchester,  50,  and  Lijnie,  28,  Captains  Lucius  O'Brien  and  Edwuid 
Vernon  (.2),  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  French  ships  Aquilon,  50,  and 
FidiU,^  26»  on  the  other.  The  Viench  ships  were  atanding  in  for 
Bochefort  in  charge  of  a  convoy*  when,  quite  near  the  fottB,  they 
were  sighted  by  the  British  and  chased.  The  convoy  was  ordered 
to  make  the  best  of  its  way,  and  the  men«of-war  gave  battle  to 
cover  its  retreat.  The  sliips  paired  off,  the  Colche<iter  engik^sig  the 
Arpiifon,  wliile  the  frigates  fou^dit  it  out  together;  but  «o  equal  were 
the  forces  on  both  sides,  that,  when  they  parted  by  mutual  consent, 
and  with  heavy  loss,  no  dL'tiiiite  result  had  been  arrived  at  aa  the 
outcome  of  seven  hours>'  hard  pounding. 

A  small  expedition,  planned  and  carried  into  effect  during  the 
snmmer  of  1756»  deserves  mention  on  account  of  the  relief  which 
it  afforded  to  British  trade  in  the  Channd.  The  enemy  was  busy 
fortifying  the  Chansey  Islands,  which  lie' off  Granville,  being  infln- 
enoed  thereto  by  the  fact  that  the  islands  afforded  a  refuge  to  the 
St.  Malo  privateers,  and  were  also  close  to  the  Channel  Islands,  upon 
wln'cli  the  Prencli  had  designs.  It  was  desirable  that  the  fortifica- 
tions should  not  be  procpcded  with,  and  Caplaiii  the  Hon.  Kic!iard 
Howe,  of  the  Dunkirk,  (>(),  was  sent  with  a  small  squadron,  consisting 
ol  a  20-guu  frigate  and  some  small  craft,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  work. 
With  Howe  went  three  hundred  men  of  the  Jersey  garrison  ;  but 
there  was  no  fighting,  for  the  French  commandant,  after  some 
dispute  about  terms,  was  content  to  respect  the  force  arrayed  against 
him,  and  to  surrender  on  the  conditions  offered.  The  fortifications 
were  immediately  destroyed.  The  conquest,  small  though  it  was, 
would  not  have  been  so  easily  effected,  had  all  the  works  l^een 
conij  lt  ted,  for  tlie  situation  was  strong;  and  the  approach  to  it  was 
dithcult,  ami  wholly  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  fort,  which  was 
designed  to  mount  tburty  guns.' 

*  Troude,  i.  339,  caJfo  her  Cyftefe,  but  tbere  was  no  iihi|>  of  tlie  name  in  tbe  French 

Navy  last.  ()'Brieii,  iu  h'm  report  to  ScccaweQ  (Admirars  Di»patcbM, dunnd  Flewt 
vol.  4),  called  her  La^ddelie, 

*  BntMn,  i.  52a 
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Consequent  upon  Byng*B  action,  there  was  a  lull  iti  the  Mnli- 
terranean.  The  French  h.id  no  fleet  at  sea  there  ;  and  Hawke  s 
command  was  for  the  most  part  uiicvt  ntful.  Its  tiKist  interesting' 
episode  was  one  which  brought  him  into  rontaet  wiih  Fortunatus 
Wri<,'ht,^  tliu  most  noteworthy  of  all  the  Biiii.sh  privateers  who  ever 
plied  in  the  Mediterranean.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  Wright  wa« 
at  Leghorn,  where  he  had  been  building  a  small  veesd  in  readiness 
for  emergeneies.  But  Tuscan  sympathies  were  so  entirdy  French 
ihat  Wright,  when  on  the  point  of  sailing,  found  himsdf  sbictly 
limited  as  to  the  force  he  might  embark.  However,  he  got  outside 
the  port,  took  on  board  more  ^uns  and  men  from  ships  which  had 
8ail(>d  under  his  convoy,  nnd  at  once  boat  off  ti  lartre  Frejich  privateer 
which  was  cniisinfr  in  it-adiness  to  intenrpt  limi.  Fdllowinfr  this, 
he  put  back  to  Leghorn  to  refit,  but  was  at  once  ordered,  ur  rather 
forced,  to  bring  his  ship  inside  the  mole,  where  she  was  detained  on 
a  charge  of  having  violated  the  neutrality  of  the  port.  A  diploonatic 
squabble  began,  and  was  continued  until  Captain  Sir  William 
Bnmahy  appeared  on  the  scene.  Wright  had  contrived  to  let 
Hawke  know  how  matters  stood ;  and  Hawke  had  immediate!}' 
despatched  Burnaby,  in  the  Jersey,  60,  together  witli  the  Iri)<,  50, 
to  set  matters  straight.  The  mission  of  Sir  William  was  to  convoy 
the  trade  from  Leghuni,  and  tu  see  the  .S7.  Grorgr,  A\'iiglit  s  ship, 
safe  out  of  that  port.  To  the  representations  of  the  governor  and 
the  Austrian  or  French  sympathies  of  that  officer,  Burnaby  hud 
nothini;  to  say;  but  he  made  it  abundantly  clear  that  he  was 
authorized,  and  in  a  position,  to  repel  force  by  force,  should  any 
resistance  be  offond ;  and  the  Jeneift  the  Jm,  the  St.  George,  and 
the  merchantmen  went  out  of  Leghorn  in  pence. 

Another  somewhat  invidious  piece  of  service  thui  iY  11  to  the  lot 
of  Sir  Kdward  ILiwke  was  the  cutting  out,  from  nudt  r  the  s^'uii-;  of 
the  Spaninh  pin  t  of  Algeciras,  of  a  British  merchantman  w  liich  had 
been  carried  thither  by  a  French  privateer.  The  Spaniardti  were, 
like  the  Tuscans,  strongly  French  in  their  s^'mpathies ;  and,  after 
refusing  to  order  the  Fr«ich  ship  and  her  prize  out  of  their  port, 
they  hdped  the  privateer  to  pour  a  murderous  fire  into  the  attack- 
ing boats.  The  boats  lost  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  killed  and 
wounded,  but  the  ship  went  bock  to  Gibraltar  with  them,  and  the 
memory  of  the  afiEa.ir  stood  over  until  1762. 

*  Gomor  WillMnM:  'Livertnol  Priv«teon.'  J.  E.  lAugbton:  'Studim  in  Xavd 
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The  only  other  captures  of  men-of-war  made  during  1756,  were, 
on  the  one  hand  those  of  the  -1  rc  en  del,  50,  and  Chariot  Royal,  36, 
in  July  and  Marcli  r<s|x>ctivply.  the  vesst'ls  being  at  the  time 
engaged  in  carrj'ing  stoivs  to  li(»uisl)^ur^^  and  on  the  othor,  that  of 
the  snaall  hrig  Adventure,  mounting'  six  3-pounders.  Aftt  r  h  stout 
resistance,  she  struck  to  the  privateer  Infernal  of  Havre.  But 
many  privateeis  of  force  were  taken;  and  in  that  kind  <A  service 
Captain  John  Lockhart/  of  the  Tartar^  made  a  great  name  both 
for  energy  and  for  euccesB.  The  Tartar  was  a  frigate  of  28  guns  and 
180  men»  and  Lockliart,  ^vbo  was  appointed  to  her  in  March,  1750, 
contimied  croising  in  her  for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  took 

many  larpe  privateers  of  eciual  or  superior  force.  Among  these  were 
the  i  'erf  oi  '22  <,'uns  and  211  men,  the  (h  and  iiulom  of  "JCi  ^nns  and 
190  men,  and  \\\v  ^^onf  0?irr,  of  Tja  Tvu  litille,  of  '20  ^nns  and  1  70  men. 
In  engaging  the  last  named,  Lockhart  was  severely  wounded,  hut 
no  sooner  had  he  rejdned  his  ship,  after  an  absence  of  two  months, 
than  he  took  off  Dtmnoee  the  Due  d^AiguUlon  of  Bt.  MaJo,  of 
26  guns  and  254  men.  These  are  but  some  of  the  many  large  prizes 
made  by  the  Tartar. 

In  February,  1757,  while  Lockhart  was  ashore  wounded,  the 
ship  went  out  under  the  command  of  her  first  iicuteiiant.  TViomns 
Baillie  U\  and  took  the  Virfoire,  pHvateer,  of  Le  Havre,  of  20  guns 
and  280  men,  which  was  LuughL  inlu  the  lloyal  Navy  under  the 
name  of  the  Tartar's  Prize.  The  Gramont,  18,  taken  in  the 
following  October,  was  bought  in  under  her  own  name,  as  also  was 
the  MHampe,  the  finest  of  all  the  Tartar*a  prizes.  This  ^p  was 
taken,  after  a  long  chase  and  a  stubborn  action,  early  in  November. 
She  was  of  700  tons,  mounted  8()  guns,  and  had  a  crew  of  320  men.' 
Her  capture  proved  to  be  the  last  of  the  achievements  of  Lockhart 
while  a  fri^rnte  captain,  for  the  Adminilty  testified  its  appreciation  of 
his  succt  sstnl  ci  nising  by  moving  him  into  a  tifty-guu  ship,  and  m 
limited  his  activity. 

At  the  very  end  of  1756  there  occurred  an  incident,  which, 
though  of  no  great  importance  in  itself,  throws  some  light  on  the 
interpretation  of  tiie  Naval  Disci^ne  Act,  and  has  in  consequence 
some  bearing  on  the  fate  of  Byng.  It  is  an  instance  of  what  a 
court-martial  accepted  as  an  "  error  of  judgment,"  and  us  siu  h  is 
n^cfnnmended  to  the  attention  of  those  who  have  been  led  to  believe 
that  it  was  merely  for  an  "  error  of  judgment "  that  Byng  suffered.  On 
'  At'terwAnU  bir  John  Luckliart  Rt«B,  Bart.  '  BeatuoD,  ii.  77. 
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the  morning  of  December  27th,  Captain  Thomas  Graves  (2)*  in 
the  SJuertMMt  frigate,  diBCOvered  a  large  ship  making  for  Brest. 
There  was  some  doubt  as  to  what  tho  stranger  was ;  for  it  whs 
known  that  French  ships  of  the  line  were  iti  the  nti^'liltourhood,  and 
the  vessel  in  question  looked  us  if  slie  nii^'ht  be  one  oi'  them.  The 
weight  of  opinion  on  board  tlie  Sht  t  rness  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
enemy  was  a  sixty-gun  ship,  and  it  was  well  seen  fliat  she  was  joat 
aiding  a  long  voyage  and  was  vecy  foul.  The  Frenchman  tried  to 
get  away  before  dawn,  but,  when  she  diacoTered  the  Sheemeia'M  force, 
she  shortened  sail  to  wait  for  her.  In  pdnt  of  fact,  the  enemy  was 
only  an  East  Indiaman,  and  the  com-t,  satisfied  on  that  point, 
decided  that  Graves,  who  kejit  awny,  nnp^ht  to  have  f^one  down  and 
discovered  her  force  hy  eii^'u^'in^'  lior.  His  holding  aloof  was  not 
attributed  to  iK'^^li^'iMiee,  disalYeetiou.  or  cowardice.  It  was  agreed, 
however,  that  he  ha«i  laid  too  great  a  litress  on  his  orders,  to  carry 
intelligence  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Charles  Knowles ;  that  his  fault 
was  an  "  error  of  Judgment ; "  and  that  Ins  case  fell  under  the  thirty^ 
sixth  article.  He  was,  in  consequence,  publicly  reprimanded  by  the 
president  of  the  court. 

On  March  Kith,  1757,  being  then  off  Cape  CabroUt  San  Domingo, 
the  Greenicich,  50,  Captain  Robert  Tioddam,  saw  to  windward  eight 
large  vessels.  She  made  sail  from  them,  and  they  jjave  chnse  ;  and 
evontnrtUy,  on  the  18th,  the  three  leading  ships  came  up  witli  her 
and  <jjpt:ned  fire.  These  were  the  Diadlme,  74,  EiH'iUe,  <)-i,  and  a 
Erigate.  The  Greenwieh  was  quite  hemm^  in,  and  at  length,  seeing 
th»t  her  position  was  hopeless,  she  stmck.*  The  prize  was  fitted  out 
against  us,  and  fought  against  Forrest  on  October  21st  of  the  same 
year,  but,  being  sent  back  to  France  after  the  action,  was  lost  near 
Brest.  Another  vessel  captured  from  the  lloyal  Navy  during  the 
year  was  the  MriTm,  10.  which  struck  to  the  French  privateer 
MachauJf,  80,  oti  Apiil  l*Jth.  Commander  John  ClelaTid  (1),  of  the 
Mrrlni,  was  enileavouring  to  rejoin  a  convoy  from  winch  he  had 
bucu  separated,  when  the  jn  ivateer  bore  down  upon  iiun.*  It  had 
beeii,  and  was  still  blowing  hard ;  and  the  Merlin^  as  was  usual  with 
ships  of  her  class,  had  her  decks  foil  of  water,  and  bad  quite  enough 
to  do  to  look  after  herself.  The  guns  were  all  secured  fore  and  aft ; 
and,  save  with  small  arms,  it  was  impossible  to  make  any  xenstance. 

'  Aftenviinlft  Admiral  I^mi  Grave*. 

'  V.  It.  < ).  Courts-martial,  vol.  S7,  Jolf  Uth,  1737. 

*  //>.,  vol.  37,  July  Olb,  1757. 
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The  prize  did  not  rciuaiii  long  with  the  French,  being  retakcu  in  the 
autunm  by  the  Lancaster  and  Dunkirk, 

iDoring  the  whole  of  the  year  1757,  though  British  aquadions 
were  conetantly  croking  on  the  enemy's  coast,  there  was  no  meeting 
of  fleets.  The  captures  of  armed  sbips  by  our  cruisers  were 
ntuneroos  enough,  but  the  vesseb  taken  were,  in  almost  every 
instance,  privateers.  There  were  exceptions  however.  The  Aquilon 
and  A  felon  were  destroyed,  and  the  Emeraude,  Ilertuioiir.  Bien 
Acxjui.se  and  the  Frencli  Kiist  India  Company's  ship  Due  (V Aquitatne, 
manned  and  armed  as  a  ship  of  war,  were  taken.  The  Aquihn,  hi), 
was  met,  on  May  14th,  by  the  Antelope,  50,  Captain  Alexander 
Arthur  Hood,  which  was  cruising  off  Brest.  After  a  short  action 
the  AquUon  was  run  on  the  rooks  of  Audieme  Bay,  where  she 
became  a  total  wreck.  The  Dm  ^Aquitaine,  for  a  Company's 
ship,  was  most  powerful,  mounting  as  she  did  fifty  18-pounders  on 
two  decks  and  having  a  crew  of  neatly  five  Imiidred  men.  On  the 
night  of  May  30th  the  En'jh ,  (K),  Captain  Hugh  PaUiser,  and  the 
Medicaij,  <»(>,  Captain  Charles  Prohy,  siphted  her  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay.  She  had  landed  her  cargo  at  Lisbon,  and  was  then  on  her 
way  round  to  Lorient.  At  daylight  the  Medivay  bhuitcued  sail  to 
clear  ship,  and  the  i:.\<{//t>,  passing  ahead  of  her,  engaged  at  close 
range.  The  Medwatf  was  foul  and  could  not  get  up  at  once,  the 
result  being  that,  when  she  did  reach  the  scene  ot  action,  she  was 
too  late.  The  enemy  had  been  beaten  to  a  standstill,  and  had  lost 
hoTTn^tn  and  mizen  msats  together  with  fifty  men  killed ;  and  she 
struck  her  flag  as  the  Mcdway  came  up.  Chamock^  says  that  she 
had  ninety-seven  shot  holes  through  both  sides,  which  would  seem 
to  ijnply  that,  in  the  thickness  of  her  planking,  she  differed  con- 
sidi-ralily  from  a  sliiji  Imilt  (•\rkl^lvely  for  war  purposes  ;  Imt  the 
Admiralty  thought  her  .stout  enuu^^h,  and  ordered  her  to  be  bou<jht 
into  the  service.  Another  French  man-of-war  destroyed  during  the 
year  was  the  Hijmphe,  'M,  which  was  driven  ashore  at  Majorca  by 
the  Hampton  Court, 

In  the  account  given  of  the  captures  of  ^vateers  during  1756  it 
will  have  been  noticed  that  the  majority  of  the  prizes  were  vessels 
of  considerable  force.  In  fact,  it  may  be  said  that  the  beginning 
of  the  Seven  Years'  War  saw  a  great  increase  in  the  size  of  the 
averajje  French  privateer.  l>i!nn<:j  the  remainder  of  the  struggle, 
this  increase  in  size  was  mamtauicd  :  for,  ati  the  IVench  navy  grew 
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more  and  more  exhausted,  there  was  ever  more  and  more  work  for 
private  vrntnre,  serin;^'  thut  th(»  f^rnwin<:i;  British  commerce  proved 
an  ever  more  and  more  tempting  bail.  France,  in  short,  sought 
to  use  the  authorised  and  officially  eucourage<l  privateer,  instead 
of  the  national  vessel,  as  tlie  cheapest  weapon  for  a  guerre  dc  course. 
This  Ureat  Britain  never  did.  Her  privateer  was  always  a  supple- 
mentary, and  oftrai  a  muGh-suspected,  crtdser.  Of  the  privateers 
tak^  during  the  year  1757,  there  were  many  representativea  of  the 
large  class.  For  instance,  the  Imnneible  of  St.  Malo,  which  fell 
to  the  Unicorn,  '26,  Captain  John  Bawling,'  after  a  atubbocD  fight, 
was  a  *24-gun  frigate,  and  had  been  cruising  with  a  consort  moimting 
eigbt<H:'ii  ^nins.  Atraiii,  the  Comf*'  Gramnuf.  not  to  be  confounded 
with  ibt:  slii})  t;ik(jii  iu  the  previous  ytiar,  wat;  a  frif^'att'  of  thirty-six 
guns  and  tlin.c  hundred  and  si  vi  iity  men.  She  was  t:ikcn  hy  the 
Lancaster,  Captain  the  Hon.  (jeorge  Kdgcumbe,  and  the  Dunku  k, 
Captain  the  Hon.  Bidiard  Howe.  If  it  be  needful  to  multiply 
instances  of  the  strength  of  these  privateers,  mention  may  be  made 
of  the  TMimaquet  26,  taken  by  the  Experiment^  24,  Captam  John 
Stradian;  of  the  Vainqueur,  24,  taken  by  ^e  Arnhmeadet  32, 
Captain  Richard  Gw^nn  ;  and  of  another  2(5-gun  ship,  takm  by  the 
Fortune,  sloop,  Commander  William  Hotham  (1). 

The  most  interesting  of  the  French  privateers  at  sea  at  that  date 
w'as  Fntnrois  Thurot.'*  Thurot  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  a  regularly  constituted  s(iuadroii,  and  sailed  from  St.  Malo  on 
July  Hjth,  1757,  with  two  iitl-gun  frigates,  the  Marechal  dc  BcUcide 
and  Chauvelin,  both  with  a  luain-deck  armament  of  12-prs.,  and 
with  two  sluups.  On  July  25th  he  fell  in,  off  Portland,  with  the 
SoiUhamptont  32,  Captain  James  Gilchrist,  then  on  her  way  to 
Plymouth  with  stores  and  money,  and,  after  a  brisk  action,  was 
beaten  off. 

"As  the  action  is  one  which  Thurot*s  French  tnograpbcr  conntdsn  MpeciaU^ 

gloriouN,  it  is  well  to  jN>int  out  that  the  French  frigates  were  each  of  tlieni  more  than 
a  nouiinal  match  for  the  .Si/»/^A/iwi;'<oH.  The  iH)iut  in  tliat  Thurot,  with  two  fri^atej 
agtiwt  one,  each  larger,  heavier,  aud  witli  a  more  numerous  crew,  did  not  capture  the 
"ue ;  aud,  with  the  best  will  in  the  world,  it  is  ditlicult  to  >c('  tho  {jreat  glory  which, 
from  this  non-capture,  redounds  to  the  French  Navy.  It  looks  indeed  as  \i  M.  Thurot 
had  cimceived  hin  ipwial  work  to  be  plundering  eompanitivdy  helplcw  merchant- 
>lii]>s,  rather  than  lijihtiiij;  sturdily  dcfendwl  nienK<f-war ;  ami  that,  when  he  found  the 
Sfjuthaiii}dvH  no  eai^y  capture,  he  btituiacbeil  liis  lu68 — aiuouutiug,  ou  board  the 
BelkMe  alooe,  to  fouitoan  killed,  twent.y-«ix  wonnded — and  hauled  to  the  wind.  That 

'  t-'aptain  Kawling  wa»  uiortsilly  wounded,  and  die<^l  ou  M.iy  ibtii,  17.^7. 
*  Het  iip.  196,  223,  224,  220-231  antm. 
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tliin  is  tlie  correct  view  to  take  of  ThurotV  couduct  neeins  cunlirinc'.l  l»y  iln;  farts  of 
ouolber  actiun  which  he  I'oii'^lit  off  FiuDbuig  on  Ist  Augiut,  with  the  ikahorte,  a 
:!4-guii  frigkte,  carrying  l)-{)oundeTs.  After  bii  engftgement  lasting  three  hours  and  a 
?ialf,  tlio  Sfaborst  was  ahiu«t  ilisniantleil  ami  had  eis;ht  men  killwl,  ami  s^veiitwu  \m\\y 
wouniieii.  (She  was  of  much  BiiuUler  ion»  thao  either  the  BtUeuie  or  the  CJtaupelia, 
and  ought  to  have  been  captured.  That  abe  waa  not^  «aa  due  not  m  much  to  her 
materia  8tr«Dgth  as  to  the  moral  weaknen  of  her  opponente.'* ' 

The  Southampton  ims  afterwards  attached  to  the  grand  fleet 
under  Hawke's  orders,  and  was  aeat  to  look  into  Brest.  On 
September  21st,  Gilchrist  saw  a  ship  in  chase  of  him,  and  promptly 
made  sail  towards  her.  The  wind  fell  light,  and  it  was  not  till  tiie 
afternoon  that  the  ships  Ir  v  close  together.  The  action  which 
then  took  phuo  was  very  bloody.  The  enemy  lost  sixty  men  killed 
and  wounded,  t  hiefly  in  an  nnavailing  attempt  to  bnard.  and  the 
loss  in  t\u'.  S(iuthatnpton  was  twenty  killed  and  thirty  wounded. 
The  Fn  iK-liuiiin,  having  lost  hoth  her  first  and  ijecurxl  captains, 
liauled  down  her  colours,  and  was  found  to  be  the  royal  liigate 
Emeraude,  28.  She  was  bought  into  the  British  Kuvy  under 
the  name  of  the  Emerald,  On  November  23rd  a  night  action  was 
fonght  by  the  Hut&ir,  28,  Captain  John  Elliot,  and  Dolphin,  24, 
Captain  Seniamin  Marlow,  with  a  French  two-decked  ship.  Who 
the  stranger  was  did  not  api>ear  at  the  time,  but  the  frigates  so 
handled  her  that  at  the  end  of  two  hours  she  sank.  None  of  her 
crew  could  be  picked  np.  It  was  learned  afterwards  that  she  was 
the  Alcion,  i)0. 

It  has  already  been  stated  ihal  liawke  and  Boscawen  cniiscd 
during  the  year  to  intercept  M.  Dubois  de  La  Motte  s  squadron 
on  its  way  home  from  Louisbourg,^  aud  that  they  failed  to  meet 
with  it.  Two  only  of  the  French  ships,  the  frigates  Bien  Acquise,  36, 
and  Hermionet  28,  fdl  in  with  the  British  cmiBers ;  and  they  were 
taken  possession  of  without  difficulty. 

If  17.5H  a  year  of  great  successes  for  the  British  Navy,  it 
was  neverth*  It  ss  not  without  its  disasters.  The  earliest  of  tlu'so,  the 
loss  of  the  Jnvinribfc,  needs  no  further  notice  than  it  has  already 
received.''  Imt  the  burnint,'  of  thn  Prince  Gconjc,  i)U,  in  the  Bay 
of  Jiiscay  on  April  l;Uh.  merits  some  detail  of  description.*  A  letter 
from  the  ship's  chaplain  gives  a  good  account  of  the  mishap,  though 

■  J.  X.  Laushton  :  'Studiea  in  Naval  History,'  p^iu  333-3S. 

^  f>i>e  p.  172  uitltti. 

*  See  p.  1»2  aH(m. 

*  V.  R.  O.  MinutCK  ofCourtc-niArtiAl,  vol.  38»  May  lOtli,  1758. 
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it  does  not  suggefit  its  cause.  At  half-past  one  in  the  afternoon 

word  was  pasned  that  the  fore  part  of  the  ship  %vas  on  fire.  The 
people  assembled  on  the  quarter  deck  ;  it  was  ascertained  that  the  fire 
had  l)e;,nin  in  thr  ho:itswain'fi  storeroom,  buckets  wrrf  passed,  and 
all  possible  measurt-s  t  ikeu  to  get  the  flames  under,  l)Ut  \\ithout 
effect.  A  considerable  mxt.  was  nnming,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the 
opening  of  the  lower  deck  ports  would  be  of  avail ;  but  even  this 
was  useless.  Presently,  although  the  magazine  had  been  flooded, 
it  appeared  that  there  was  no  possible  chanoe  of  saving  the  ship. 
The  barge  was,  therefore,  (Hrdered  to  be  got  out,  to  put  Uie  Bear- 
Admiral,  Thomas  Broderidc,  in  a  place  of  safety.  But  he,  seong 
forty  men  in  her.  preferred  to  trust  himself  to  the  waves,  and,  after 
swimming  about  for  an  hour,  w;is  saved  by  a  boat  from  one  of  the 
convoy.  The  captnin,  Joftepli  Peyton  wm  rtlsn  picked  np.  as 
wx>re  most  of  the  olhcers ;  but,  either  liy  the  ovtr-settinj,'  of  bouts, 
or  in  the  flames,  no  fewer  than  fmir  Imndred  and  ei^lity-tive  men 
perislied  as  against  two  hundred  and  sixty  who  were  saved.  The 
I'  i^erchantmen,  it  was  complained,  held  aloof  to  windward ;  and  their 
.   '  boats  were  busier  in  salving  gear  than  in  saving  lives. 

There  w«re  many  prizes  made  during  the  year  1758,  and,  while  as 
bef<»e  a  large  proportion  were  heavily  armed  privateers,  many  were 
ships  of  war.  On  the  North  American  station,  the  Boreas,  Captain 
the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle,  took  the  Diane,  80 ;  and  in  European  waters 
the  Loire,  :^(),  was  taken  by  the  .S7.  Albans  and  Favourite,  and  the 
livse,  was  driven  ashore  at  Malta  by  the  Monmouth  and  Lt/nie, 
and  was  bunit  wheic  she  lay.  One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the 
ucluai.-.  was  a  brush  bt-tweeu  the  Suit  buy,  'iH,  Captain  Kubert  CxTiig, 
and  Dolphin,  *24,  Captain  Benjamin  Marlow,  and  Thurot's  ship, 
the  Mariehal  de  BdleiSle,  the  armament  of  which  he  had 
increased  to  44  guns  by  cutting  a  few  extra  ports  on  the  lower 
deck.  The  vessel  was  thus  no  longer  a  frigate  proper ;  on  the  other 
hand  she  was  not  a  two^ecked  ship  at  all  comparable  to  the 
English  44's.  Perhaps  the  only  other  instance  of  a  ship  being 
similarly  armed  is  that  of  Paul  Jones's  Bonhomme  Uichanl.  In  the 
Belleislf'.s  case,  however,  the  cha!i^'e  <;eems  to  liave  been  beneficial, 
and  Thurot  is  credited  with  having  made  a  number  of  prizes  Ijefore 
he  was  brought  tn  action  by  the  Dolphin  and  Snfrhaij  on  May  '20th. 
The  Dolphin  wua  lir.-^i  m  action  ;  but,  having  the  slings  of  her 
main-yard  shot  away,  she  dropped  astern ;  and  the  Solebay  came 
up  and  in  her  turn  occupied  the  Frenchman's  attention  while  the 
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Dolphin  was  getting  her  main-jard  up.  In  due  time  the  Dolphin 
again  f'ol  close ;  but,  al>out  three  and  a  half  hours  from  the 
beginniji^'  of  the  action,  the  B^UeisIc  wore  and  made  sail  away. 
Both  the  liritish  frigHtf  s  wtre  much  «lainnj,'pfl  aloft,  and,  probably, 
even  if  they  had  not  l>een  they  would  have  stood  no  chance  against 
Thorot  in  saibng.  The  story  of  Thnrot's  final  cruise  has  been 
already  told.' 

On  Itfoy  29th  the  Bauonnable,  64»  then  on  her  way  to  Lonis- 
botirg»  was  sighted  by  Captain  Edward  Pratten,  who,  in  the 

Intrepid,  was  cruising  off  the  French  coast  with  a  small  squadron. 
He  detached  the  Dorsetshire^  70»  Captain  Peter  Denis,  and  tbe 
Achilles,  00,  Captain  the  Hon.  Samuel  Barrington,  in  chase.  The 
Dorsetshire  had  beaten  the  enrniy  to  a  standstill  before  the  ArhiUes 
came  np,  and  had  killed  Rixt\  -<)iie  Frenchriun  and  woiiii<lrd  one 
hundred  more,  while  she  herKeif  had  lost  but  hfteen  killed  and 
twenty  wounded.  The  arrival  of  the  Achilles  settled  the  matter; 
and  the  prize,  being  a  fine  ship,  was  bought  into  the  Boyal  Navy. 

In  Jnly  the  Shrewsbury^  74,  Captain  Hugh  PaUiaer,  was  detached 
by  Anson,  together  with  the  Unieom^  20,  and  Lizard,  28,  to  cruise 
as  near  Brest  as  possible  and  watch  the  French  fleet  in  the  road. 
On  September  12th  the  British  vessels  sighUd  a  fleet  of  coasters, 
which,  under  convoy  of  the  Thetis  and  C'ili/ps</  frigates,  were 
working  so  close  in  shore  thnt  it  \vai=;  a  matter  of  great  difficulty 
to  cut  them  off.  Captain  P>ro(lriek  Jlartwdi.  in  thu  Lizard,  muna;^( d. 
nevertheless,  to  gel  between  the  frigate?,  and  part  of  the  convoy, 
the  result  being  that  the  Calypso  was  driven  ashore  and  destroye  d 
at  the  entrance  to  Audieme  Bay,  and  that  of  the  coasters  many 
were  either  taken  or  destroyed.  On  October  2nd  the  Lizard  did  a 
farther  piece  of  service  by  capturing  tbe  Due  d^Hanovre,  privateer,  ■ 
14;  and,  a  little  later,  the  Torbay,  Captoin  the  Hon.  Augustus 
Keppel,  took  tbe  Roxfan,  a  privateer  of  twenty-six  guns  and  \]ircv 
hundred  and  twenty  men.  This  prize  was  bought  into  the  Koyal 
Navy  under  tlio  name  of  the  Crescent.  Beatson  says'  that  the 
French  enneealed  ninety  tmcii  in  her  hold  in  tbe  lu>jt('s  (>{  n cajUei  ing 
her  from  her  pri/.t  ( it  w,  but  tliat  the  people  below  betrayed  them- 
selves too  soon  and  were  overpowi^red. 
t  In  extra-European  waters,  the  Wiuchelsea ,  -20,  ^Ca^tain  John 
\  Hale,  while  on  her  way  home  from  Xill'lIiBlfcf  was  taken  on 

October  llth  by  the  Bizarre,  GO.   The  Winchetsea  attacked  in 

*  See  pp.  220-231  antra.  '  BentBon,  ii.  IQU 
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order  to  cover  her  convoy,  and,  till  the  Iii:nrrf  run  out  her  lower 
deck  gnns.  did  not  realise  the  immense  superiority  of  the  enemy's 
force.  ^\  iu  !i  she  did  so,  she  hauled  her  wind  und  tried  to 
{^ot  away ;  but,  as  she  was  under  a  jury  mainmast,  she  stood  no 
cbanoe  of  aecomplisfaing  her  purpose,  and,  after  a  little  firing, 
hauled  down  her  colours. 

On  the  Jamaica  station,  in  1758,  there  was  little  for  British 
cruise  to  do  save  to  cut  np  the  enemy's  commerce,  and  to  capture 
his  small  privatt'crs.  The  only  action  of  any  note  was  between  the 
DreafJ nought,  00,  Captain  Maurice  Suckling,  and  the  Assistance,  50, 
CapUiiii  "Robert  Wellard,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  PalmUr,  74, 
which  had  previously  taken  the  Stcr/.-,  10,  on  ihe  other.  On  the 
ii^ornin*?  of  Se]*teiiiber  '2nd,  the  ]')ntish  ships  fame  up  with  the 
1  reiiclumiu  oSl  i'ort  au  Prince ;  but,  unfortunately,  a  calm  prevented 
the  Assistance  from  seconding  her  consort;  and  the  PoZmier,  having 
disabled  the  Drtadnoughtt  made  sail  and  escaped.  On  Hie  Leeward 
Islands'  station  much  the  same  state  of  affiurs  prevailed ;  but,  on 
Novonber  3rd,  Captain  Bi«dbard  Tyrrell,  in  the  Buelcingham,  70,* 
cruising  oS  St.  Eiistatia  to  intercept  a  French  convoy  from 
Martinique,  was  sharply  engaged  with  the  Flvrissant,  74,  w^hich, 
with  tw'o  frigates,''  had  chart,'o  of  the  merchantmen.  Tlie  frigates 
took  some  part  in  the  action,  hut  were  soon  beaten  otT :  aiid  the 
ships  of  the  line  fou^lit  on  from  about  three  o'clock  till  dark.  It 
was  claimed  that  the  Flurtssant  struck  ;  and  it  is  possible  that  she 
did  so ;  but  the  Buckingham  was  much  disabled,'  and  the  French- 
man, taking  advantage  of  the  fact,  made  sail  away  from  her. 

The  interest  of  1759  was  ahnost  entirely  confined  to  the  actions 
of  the  main  fieeta ;  and,  although  it  was  the  decisive  year  of  the  war, 
there  were  few  actions  by  detached  cmisers.  The  first  and  most 
stubborn  of  these  was  fought  between  the  Vestal,  82,  Captain 
Sanutel  Hood  (1),  and  the  JieUonc  of  equal  force.  The  Vestal  had 
been  cruising  for  a  year,  chiefly  in  the  Soundinfjs,  but,  on 
February  Tith,  had  sailed  with  Keai -Admiral  Holmes  bn  North 
.\merica.  On  the  ^Ist,  being  then  in  ail\ance  of  the  s(jua<hon, 
she  sighted  a  sail  ahead.  It  was  soon  seen  that  the  stranger  was 
an  enemy ;  and,  signalling  this  fact  to  Hobnes,  Hood  made  sail 

'  The  \\''<iztl,  14,  bfiiii:  in  uMiipuuy. 
-  Aifii'td,  .'is,  ami  Al'il'tnh,  2S. 

^  She  litHt  sfvtn  killfil  awl  forty-six  wountled,  among  the  latter  being  Captain 
TyrrelL 
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in  chaae.  The  Rear-Adniiral  detached  the  Trent,  08,  Teputed  to 
be  a  fine  sailei-,  to  support  the  Vestal ;  but  it  may  here  be  said  that 
the  Trnd  had  nn  share  at  all  in  the  engagement,  she  boinj,'  still  four 
miles  asUni  when  thf>  eiu  niy  struck.  The  action  lasted  IVoin  two 
ia  the  aftcnuxni  until  six,  when  the  Btlhme  had  lost  foity  men 
in  killed  alone,  and  was  totally  dismasted.  The  Vestal  *  had  only 
her  lower  masts  standing,  retamed  to  Spithead  with  hsr  prize, 
which  was  bought  into  tiie  Navy  and  renamed  R^uUe, 

On  March  19th,  the  Ins,  50,  Captain  Edward  Wheeler,  and 
Moluit  82,  Captain  John  Elliot,  cruising  off  Isle  Dien,  fought  an 
engagement  with  four  French  frigates  which  were  employed  on 
convoy  service.  Onl>  two  of  the  enony  were  closely  engaged, 
and  of  thew  one,  the  Bhnidr,  '5'2,  escaped  ;  hut  the  other,  the 
Mifjnnnne,  -20,  lost  fifty-five  killed  and  wounded  out  of  a  crew  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  was  taken  possession  of.  On  the 
27th,  the  Windsor,  60,  Captain  iSamuel  l^'aulknoi  (2),  took,  off 
Lisbon,  the  French  East  Indiaman  Due  de  Chartrcs,  mounting 
twenty-four  12-prs.,  but  pierced  for  sixty  gtms.  There  were  four 
East  India  ships  in  company,  but  the  otiier  three  made  off. 

On  the  following  day  there  was  fought  a  much  more  interesting 
little  action.  The  Southampton,  32,  Captain  James  Gilchrist,  and 
Melampe,  24,  Captain  William  Hotham  (1),  cruising  in  the  North 
Sea,  fell  in  with  and  engaged  two  French  frigates.  The  MtHatnpe 
fought  them  both  for  three -qnartors  of  un  hour  before  the 
Snuthaiiijiton  could  come  up;  and  slie  suffered  so  much  aloft  that 
she  dropped  ast^m.  One  of  the  French  .ships  made  sail  away  while 
the  Southampton  was  engaging  the  other,  and  while  the  Melampe 
was  refitting.  When  Hotham  drew  up  again,  the  French  ship 
struck.  She  proved  to  he  the  Danae,  40;  and  she  had  lost  her 
captain,  second  captiun,  and  about  thirty  men  killed,  besides  a  great 
number  wounded.  She  was  added  to  the  Boyal  Navy  as  the  Danat. 
Gildirist  was  himself  severely  wounded  by  a  grape  shot,  and  lost 
the  use  of  an  arm.  He  was  given  a  pension  of  I'HOO  a  year  for  life, 
and  could  not  he  employed  again  ;  hut,  a  generation  later,  the  martial 
ardour  of  his  family  again  showed  itself  in  the  career  of  Thomas 
Cochrane,  tenth  Earl  of  Dunduiiakl,  a,  .son  of  GilchriHt's  sister. 

On  April  4th,  Captain  the  Hon.  Samuel  Barringlun,  in  the 
Achates,  60,  took,  to  the  westward  of  Cape  Finisterre,  the  very  large 
privateer,  Comte  de  St.  Fhreniine^  also  mounting  si.xty  gims.  This 
'  Which  lo«t  fiv«  klUsd  and  tmoty  woandaL 
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prize,  too,  wus  bouf^ht  into  the  Navy,  as  also  wuk  tlie  Ai-itlm^v.  '.W}, 
which  was  taken  by  the  Vcniis,  30,  Captain  Tliuiiius  Harrison  v-), 
oa  the  coast  of  Brittiuiy  on  May  18th. 

Wheo  M.  de  La  Glue's  fleet  had  been  shattered  and  di^Deised, 
the  SouvertUn,  74»  made  for  the  Canaries,  whence  she  returned  to 
Bochefort.  On  her  way  thither  she  fdl  in  on  October  10th  with  the 
HercttleSf  74,  Captain  Jervis  Henry  Porter,  iniiich  engaged  her  in 
a  runninf^  fight  till  the  British  ship  fell  asteni  owing  to  the  lo8S 
'  of  lii  r  maintopmast.  Another  French  ship  of  the  liiic,  wliich  %v:is 
nirt  with  finrl  hi-on^'ht  tn  ;ictum  during  the  year  17")'-),  was  rlie 
Pal/iutt  ,  74,  which,  having  a  frigate  in  company,  fell  in,  wlieii  on 
her  way  home  from  the  West  Indies,  with  the  Thames,  and 
Comntri/,  28.  The  British  frigates  attacked  her;  and  as  the  sea 
was  rough  and  she  could  not  use  hex  lower  deck  guns,  tttey  had  h^ 
'somewhat  at  a  disadvantage.  They  shot  away  her  foretopmast 
and  did  her  other  considerable  damage,  and,  but  for  the  assistance 
which  her  frigate  was  able  to  give  hw,  would  have  stood  some  chance 
of  taking  her.'  As  it  was,  they  hung  on  to  her  in  the  hope  of  falling 
in  with  some  otlu  r  Hiitisfi  cruiser,  keeping  out  of  gun-shot  by  day, 
and  pnnriii^  in  broadsides  by  night.  They  had  not,  however,  the 
fortune  ti)  meet  with  a  friend  ;  and,  after  a  long  chase,  they  had  the 
niortiticatiuu  ot  seeing  the  Palmier  run  into  Brest. 

In  March,  I7C0,  the  Eienoh  fitted  out  the  Malieiettse,  '62,  and 
Oj}ale,  32,  in  order  to  intttcept  the  Portngnese  trade,  which,  they  had 
heard,  was  to  be  convoyed  by  a  single  sloop.  Near  the  Bayona 
Islands '  they  feU  in  with  the  Penguin,  20,  Captain  William  Hanris, 
which  tned  to  get  away,  but  which  th^  overhauled  and  took. 
They  judged  her  not  worth  keeping,  set  fire  to  her,  and  continued 
their  cniise,  till  it  was  spoilt  on  April  4th  by  the  Flamborongh,  '20, 
Captain  Archibald  Kennedy.'  :ind  Buldcfurd,  20,  Captain  Lancelot 
Skyinier  (1),  wliicli,  though  not  powerful  enough  to  take  them, 
hung  on  to  them  m  a  most  dogged  manner  and  eventually  put  them 
to  flight.*  Meanwhile  the  convoy  reached  Lisbon  in  safety.  Of 
other  little  succ^nes  in  European  waters,  perh^  not  the  least 
complete  was  that  of  Obtain  the  Hon.  Augustus  John  Hervey 
of  the  Dragon,  74,  who,  while  attached  to  Boscawen's  fleet,  on 

<  BrntBOB,  U.  351. 

-■  p.  \l.  O.  Ctnirts-niartial,  vd-  lO. 
^  Later  £arl  uf  UaiutiliK. 

*  In  thi»  pliant  action,  both  Captun  Skyoner  &nd  hia  lieuteuADt  w«i«  moiully 
vroutidfli].  the  iMter  surviving,  however,  until  April  10th. 
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July  l'2th,  hciuii  ih^^i^  close  in  shore  off  Isle  Groix,  was  fired  on 
by  a  *:mnll  fort.  Thnt  pvpnin<^'  lie  went  ashore  with  his  Imats, 
surprised  iht  giuird.  ili^iijiniiii«'tl  the  gnus  of  the  battery,  tuitil^lni 
the  pieces  over  the  rocks,  and  eventually  went  off  to  his  ship  with 
the  whole  of  the  guard  aud  with  not  a  single  man  hnrt.^ 

Of  Boscawen's  cniiseis,  the  Centaur,  74,  which  had  been  taken 
the  year  before  in  the  action  with  de  La  Glue,  fell  in  off  Cape 
Finiflterxe  with  the  VaUlarU,  64,  and  Amithyity  92,  homewaxd 
bound  from  the  West  Indies.  Deceived  by  her  appearance  they 
let  hxx  come  close  up ;  and  it  was  not  till  they  saw  that  she  was 
clearing  for  battle  that  they  realised  that  she  was  no  longer  a 
Frpnch  ?<hip.  They  made  all  possible  sail,  and  ^'i>t  away  by  night 
into  ('i)iunna.  Another  of  Boscawen's  cruisers,  the  .V/V/^t,  H'2, 
Captain  John  Albert  Bentinck,  fell  in  with  the  Diadimt:,  74, 
escorting  store-ships  to  Martinique.  For  some  days  the  frigate 
hung  on  to  the  Frmohman,  both  in  the  hope  of  cutting  off  some 
of  the  ooniroy,  and  of  meeting  a  ship  of  the  line  that  could  deal 
with  the  seventy^foQT.  In  the  coarse  of  her  attranpte  on  the 
convoy,  she  ventured  close  enongh  to  be  severely  mauled,  and  so 
had  to  leave  the  enemy  in  order  to  make  good  her  damages.  A  few 
days  afterwards,  the  DiuiUme  was  sighted  and  chased  by  the 
Shrrti'fihurti,  74,  Pallas,  80,  and  Argo,  28.  The  Shreicsburij  sailed 
very  badiy,  the  Artjo  was  busy  with  the  convoy,  and  it  was  left 
to  the  Pallas,  Captain  Michiiel  Clements,  to  attack  binglu  handed. 
She  was  but  a  frigate,  aud  fought  only  in  the  hope  of  knocking 
away  a  spar  or  two  and  enabling  the  Shrewabury  to  come  up. 
Unfortunately  she  exposed  herself  to  the  enemy's  broadside,  and 
very  soon  had  to  be  content  to  leave  the  big  ship  alone.  This 
voyage  of  the  Diadime  bears  a  certain  resemblance  to  the  last  eroise 
of  the  Glorioso.  She  was  annoyed  by  frigat*  s  along  her  route, 
and  she  ended  with  an  affair  with  a  heavy  ship  of  the  line.  The 
Glon'oso,  of  course,  had  been  harder  put  to  it,  and  was  ultimately 
taken.  The  French  s^hip  was  more  fortunat«\  The  Royal 
WiUiain,  80,  wiiich  chased  ht-r  at  the  conchi.sioa  ul  her  voyage, 
had  not  time  to  come  up  with  her  before  she  found  safety  in 
Comnna. 

The  loss  of  the  Cumberland,  66,  Captain  Bobert  Kirk,  which 
sank  at  h&t  anchors  near  Goa,  on  the  night  of  November  2nd,  1760, 
was  adjudged  to  have  "  proceeded  from  her  being  entirely  decayed, 

^  P.  R.  0.  Adtninl't  Dikpatches,  Chumel,  toL  4,  July  27tb,  1760. 
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and  not  in  a  con<litit>ii  to  have  prneecdnd  to  sea."  '  There  was 
iiothuiu'  ♦^xtrai tnlinary  in  the  loss  oi'  the  hLip.  save  iluit  it  resulted 
Irtuu  the  [act  that  she  was  one  of  the  rather  nuiuciuu.s  ve«>»el6s  which 
were  at  the  time  kept  ou  service  when  they  ought  to  have  heeu 
in  the  sbip-breaker^s  yard.  In  many  cases,  no  donbt,  the  fault  Jay 
with  the  Admiralty :  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  ships  were 
not  then  bnilt  under  cover,  and  that  the  decay  of  vessds  boilt 
in  the  open  was  oftra  so  izregular  as  to  baffle  calculation. 

On  Jaruarj-  8th,  1761,  the  Unicomt  28,  Captain  Joseph  Hunt, 
cniisinj;  oil'  Penmarck,  fought  a  sharp  action  with,  and  captured, 
the  VestaJf.  H"2,  which  later  hecame  the  Flora  in  the  British  Navy. 
The  captains  of  hoth  ships  ueie  mortally  wounded.  On  the 
following?  day  the  Unicorn  chaned,  but  could  not  come  up  with, 
the  Aiyntte,  32,  and,  on  the  10th,  saw  her  engage  the  Seahorse,  20, 
Captain  James  Smith,  then  cann  ing  ont  astronomers  to  India 
to  observe  the  transit  of  Venus.  Again  she  toied  to  come  19, 
but  could  not;  and  the  Aigrette^  having  mauled  the  Seahorse^ 
considerably,  refused  to  be  further  detained  and  forced  to  fight 
at  a  disadvantage. 

In  January,  the  Fclicite,  32,  left  Cherbourg  for  Martinique ; 
but  no  sooner  was  nbe  outside  than  she  met  the  Richmond,  32, 
Captain  John  Elplnnstono  (1).  Tht-  shiiis  sighted  one  another 
in  the  evening*,  hnt  the  nrtion  did  not  Ix  -^an  till  half-past  ten  the 
next  morning  ^January  24lh),  when  tliey  engaged  broadside  to 
broadside,  standing  in  for  the  land.  Still  dose  together,  they  hoth 
ran  ashore  near  Scheveningrai,  and  continued  serving  their  gims 
in  that  position.  Presently  the  Biehmond  floated,  and  was  set 
to  leeward  by  the  tide.  The  Frenchmen  seized  their  opportunity 
and  escaped  to  the  shore.  They  had  lost  vay  heavily,  and  their 
captain  had  been  killed  ;  but  the  casualties  on  board  the  Hichmt/nd 
amounted  only  to  three  killed  and  thirteen  wounded.  Next  day, 
when  the  Felivif^  was  hoarded,  the  di<5patches  which  she  had  been 
carrying  to  Martinique  were  found  to  be  still  in  her.  They  were 
taken  out,  and  the  ship  was  set  on  fire. 

On  the  same  day,  hut  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  Waricicli,  the 
ex-British  60-gun  ship,  with,  however,  only  thirty-four  guns  mounted, 
was  attadced,  while  on  her  way  to  the  East  Indies,  by  Captain 

•  P.  It.  O.  Courtt^mmtiil,  toI.  4 1 . 

*  \Vhi<  )i  wnt,  i)i  conscquftKC,  tiWijjcil  to  return  to  port.  When  -h''  -ailol  again  n)u' 
wa»  coiiiinaudixl  Clmrlev  t'atbcart  Graut,  Captain  J.auiei«  ^initl)  haviug  beeu 
RplioiBted  to  tbe  (7«emf  ly,  60. 
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Alexander  Arthur  Hood  in  the  Minerva,  32.  The  wind  was  fresh 
from  the  east,  and  the  sea  was  heavj'.  The  eneniv  lost  her  mainmast 
and  iorctopmaBt,  but  Hood  waited  for  her  to  come  vip  again,  and 
presently  the  ships  fell  foul  of  one  another.  The  Minerva  in  turn 
lost  her  foremast  and  bowsprit,  and  iell  astern ;  but  she  cleared 
away  the  wreck  very  promptly,  stood  off  to  the  Warwick  imd  fenced 
her  to  strike.  The  loss  was  curiously  even,  fourteen  killed  and 
thirty^two  wounded  in  the  Warwick  aa  against  fourteen  kiUed  and 
tfairty-fovr  wonnded  in  the  Minerva.  No  soonw  had  the  Warwick 
strcick,  than  the  Minerva  rolled  away  her  remainint^;  masts.  The 
capture  of  the  Brune,  3G,  a  week  later,  in  the  Soundings,  by  the 
Venus  and  Juno,  presented  no  onasaal  feature,  bbe  was  added  to 
the  Nav}'. 

On  March  9th,  the  Jiipon,  00,  Captain  Edward  JL'kyll,  one  of 
Commodore  Buckle's  squadron  oft  Brebt,  cLa.st^  a  French  sixly-Iour 
and  a  frigate.  They  bore  away  from  him»  and  during  the  night 
he  lost  sight  of  them ;  butt  on  the  following  day,  with  a  fresh  breeze 
aft  and  a  heavy  sea*  he  ovohauled  a  sixty-four,  which  proved  to 
be  the  Aehillc.  The  ships  engaged  at  half-past  nine  at  night  yard- 
arm  to  yard-arm,  running  before  the  wind  at  ft  great  rate ;  and  the 
liipon  was  half  swamped  by  the  water  that  came  on  board  through 
her  lower-deck  ports,  which  could  only  be  opened  from  time  to  time. 
To  ]u;tk(-  matters  worse,  one  of  lier  lowt  r-deck  frtms  burst,  killint; 
and  wounding  many  uum  and  thnnvin^'  the  whole  »ieck  into 
confusion.  After  this  all  her  luid-bhip  and  forward  ports  on  that 
deck  were  kept  shut,  yet  she  managed  to  shoot  away  the  enemy's 
foreyard  and  foretopmaet.  The  Ripon  then  came  to  the  wind  to 
wait  for  the  Frenchman,  and  the  enemy  ran  down  under  the  stam 
of  the  British  ship.  Fortun'ately  the  AchUle  was  in  such  great 
oonftision  that  she  missed  the  opportunity  of  raking  the  Ripon.  As 
soon  as  the  Frenchman  had  passed  to  leeward,  Jekyll  gave  orders 
to  weiir  sliip  and  follow  hor,  but  his  ri<,'Ering  was  so  much  cut  that 
the  manceuvre  took  a  lonp  time,  and  when  it  was  complete  the 
enemy's  hghts  wt'r«>  no  loii;L;er  visible. 

There  were  other  bingle-ship  actions  ut  aljout  the  same  time. 
On  March  Idthj  1761,  the  Vengeance,  20,  Captain  Gamaliel  Nightin- 
gale, took  the  Entreprcnantt  an  armed  ship  of  force  equal  if  not 
saperior  to  her  own.  On  March  16th,  the  Bedford,  64,  took  the 
frigate  CanUte,  32,  off  Ushant ;  and  on  April  3rd,  ti:ie  Hero  and 
Venus  took  the  Bertin,  an  East  India  ship  pierced  for  sixty-four 
VOL.  m.  z 
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f,mns,  l)iit  then  nniied  '  n  ffute  and  outward  bound  with  soldiers  on 
])o;inl.  Oil  Aprii  ist,  the  Orifammr.  40,  really  a  oO-^'uii  ship, 
was  taken  in  the  Medilenaiieaii,  after  u  short  action,  by  the  Z.^/^,  ^>0, 
whose  captain,  Edward  AMieeler,  was  killed  in  the  fi^ht.  Another 
easy  capture  was  ttuiit  of  the  8te,  Anne,  a  heavily-armed  merchant- 
man, wliich  was  taken  on  the  Jamaica  station  by  the  Cmiaur,  74, 
Captain  Arthur  Forrest,  on  June  Sth.  She  was  pierced  for  sixty- 
four  gane,  bnt  had  at  the  time  only  forty  on  board.  When, 
however,  she  was  added  to  our  Navy,  her  full  number  of  gnns 
was  mounted. 

On  .Tn!y  14th,  the  Thinuh-n  r,  74,  Captain  Charles  Proby,  cruising 
with  the  Mudeate,  G4,  Captain  the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle  Walsingham, 
Thcth,  32,  Captain  John  Montray,  and  Favourite,  sloop,  Commander 
Philemon  Powuall,  lor  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  Achille,  64, 
and  Bouffonne,  32,  which  it  was  believed  were  ready  to  sail  from 
Cadiz,  discovered  that  those  ships  had  slipped  out  of  port.  The 
squadron  fell  in  with  thotn,  however,  on  the  16th,  brought  them 
to  action  on  tibe  17th,  and  in  due  course  took  them  both,^  the 
Achille  bong  carried  by  a  boarding  party  from  the  Thunderer,  which 
had  had  a  great  part  of  her  poop  blown  up  by  tlie  bursting  of  an 
upper-deck  gun,  Thfi  Bouffannt  struck  to  the  ThrftR.  The  Thunderer 
lost  seventeen  killed,  iind  one  hundred  and  fourteen,  incliuhng 
Captain  Proby,  wounded,  most  of  the  casualties  being  due,  however, 
to  the  accident  to  the  gun. 

The  most  briUiant  of  the  actions  fought  between  cruising  ships 
in  1761  remains  to  be  described.  On  August  18th,  the  BeUtma,  74, 
Captain  Eobert  Faulknor  (2),  and  the  Bnttuin^,  36,  Captain  James 
Loggie,  met  the  Courageux^  74,  and  the  two  32-gun  frigates,  Malieieute 
and  Hertnione,  ofS  VigO.  The  meeting  took  place  in  the  evening ; 
but  it  was  bright  moonlight,  and  the  ships  kept  sight  of  e^h  other 
till  moniing,  when  the-  eneyny,  who  Tip  to  tliat  time  had  been  trying 
to  escape,  decided  to  engage.  On  the  l.Uli,  it  liad  l)een  believed  that 
llie  liritish  vessels  were  both  ships  of  the  line;  on  the  14ih,  liow- 
ever,  the  French  coniniudoic  fell  into  the  opposite  error  uf  taking 
the  Belhfia  for  a  50-guu  ship.  He  signalled  to  the  frigates  to 
engage  the  Br^iantf  while  he  himself  closed  with  the  BdUma,  The 
BrUUant  accepted  her  share  with  alacrity,  and  gave  the  fingates 
so  much  to  do  that  they  were  unable  to  interfere  in  the  combat 
between  the  seventy^fouis.  The  duel  between  the  Bellona  and 

<  Troude  d«bi«8  it,  i.  427. 
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Cnttrngeux  was  fonght  out  in  a  fine  breeze  and  a  smooth  sea.  The 
lii.st  Ijroadsido  was  fired  from  the  Frenchman  when  the  ships  were 
within  niusket-shot ;  and  so  ^'ood  was  the  jjnnnery  under  the  favour- 
able conditions  that  prevailed,  that,  in  nine  uiinutes  from  the  start, 
the  Bellotia's  mizen-mast  went  over  the  side  and  the  rigging  was 
SO  much  cnt  that  the  ship  beciune  munaii&ifeable.  Fattlknor  was 
afitaid  that  &e  enemy  might  get  away,  and  pxbmptly  called  for 
boazden;  but  the  Courageux  sheered  o£f,  and  the  attempt  had  to 
be  abandoned.  With  great  difficulty,  Faulkttor  managed  to  wear 
ship,  a  manoeuvre  which  brought  him  np  on  the  Frenchman's 
starboard  quarter.  A  few  broadsides  fired  from  his  new  position 
settled  the  fate  of  the  day.  Tfie  Cuuraqnix,  much  damaged,  and 
with  about  two  hundred  men  killed  and  another  hundred  woniuled, 
struck,  and  was  taken  possession  of.  The  frigates  made  siiil  away. 
The  total  duration  of  the  action  was  no  more  than  forty  minutes. 
It  was  much  the  fashion  to  sgeak  of  the  French  as  always  firing 
at  the  rig^g,  and  as  seizing  the  earliest  opportunity  to  escape. 
Certainly  this  is  stated  to  have  be«i  the  procedure  in  many 
instances  where  the  facts  will  not  support  such  an  assertion ;  but 
in  this  case  something  of  the  sort  does  seem  to  have  happened, 
owing  partly  no  doubt  to  the  enemy's  having  accepted  battle 
through  a  misunderstanding  of  the  force  he  had  >)pforc  hini.  It 
is  not  easy  to  suggest  any  otlirr  explanation  for  the  coudiiiun  oi 
the  BeUonu,  and  for  the  Cuurageux,  which  lost  more  than  three 
hundred  men,  having  killed  and  wounded  only  fonr-and-thirty. 

The  new  year,  17G2,  opened  with  affiiars  in  a  pecu]kr  eondititm. 
Great  Britain  was  paramount  at  sea.  whereas  France  was  exhausted. 
There  was,  indeed,  nothing  new  in  this ;  it  had  been  the  prevailing 
state  of  things  since  the  action  in  Quibenm  Bay.  What  was  strange 
was  that  France,  having  received  a  new  ally  in  virtvu  of  the 
Family  Compact,  gained  no  real  areession  of  force,  although  the 
Spaniards  entered  upon  the  war  with  a  considerable  number  of 
ships.  "Why  this  happened  was  Ijecause,  as  has  been  already 
noticed,  the  French  ports  were  so  closely  watched  that  nothing 
could  get  out  without  running  the  risk  of  immediate  capture,  and 
because  the  laniards  concentrated  all  their  naval  forces  for  the 
protection  of  their  colonies  and  lost  them,  m  mm^t  in  distant  seas. 
The  result,  as  far  as  Spain  was  concerned,  was,  that  she  was 
hcqoelessly  beaten  without  anything  worthy  the  name  of  a  naval 
battle  having  taken  place  in  European  waters.  The  Frrach,  too, 
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were  bo  utterly  exhausted  that  there  was  not  only  no  fleet  action 
fought  bitt  also  Tint  even  n  ship  of  the  Vme  tn  he  taken. 

Sbdi  t  iiccouiitH  of  u  few  I'rit^ate  aetimis  will,  tlicrcfDie,  finish  the 
Story.  Captain  Thomas  Harrison  (2),  in  the  Venu.s,  3G,  had  a  large 
share  of  good  fortane.  On  January  Cth,  he  took,  after  a  short  action, 
tiie  Bouiogm,  20,  on  her  homeward  joomey  from  the  Lde  of  Fiance, 
with  a  valuable  cargo  on  board,  and,  amongst  other  paaeengers,  the 
Cknnte  d^Estaing.  On  March  17th,  he  took  a  14-giin  priyateer  out 
of  San  Sebastian  ;  on  May  6th,  he  captured  another  privateer  of  the 
same  force  out  of  Bayonne;  and  on  June  4tli,  a  large  Spanish 
privatef?r  of  sixteen  guns,  twenty  swivels,  from  liilbao,  struck  to  him. 
Thyse  were  l»y  no  means  all  the  privateers  he  took,  either  Spanish 
or  French,  but  the  cases  supply  t^'pical  instances  of  the  force  of 
the  ehips  he  had  to  ^teal  with.  Anotfafor  someiiiiat  notable  capture 
of  a  privateer  was  made  on  the  night  of  March  7th.  The 
MU/ord,  28,  Captain  Bobert  Mann,  fell  in  with  the  Gtoiret  a  French 
letter  of  marque,  mounting  sixteen  6>pr8.,  besides  swivels,  and  bound 
to  San  Domingo,  and  took  her  after  a  shaip  action.  The  Mil/ard 
lost  only  f<air  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  hut  iiinong  the  fonner 
were  Captain  Robert  Maiin.'  and  his  first  lieutenant.  The  richest 
capture  of  the  war  was  made  by  thu  Aclut,  Captain  lierbtut 
Sawyer  (1),  and  the  Favourite,  sloop.  Commander  Philcmou 
Pownall,  two  of  Sir  Pierpy  Brett's  cmisers,  which,  on  May  21st, 
intercepted  the  regiBier«Bhip  Hermionef  bound  from  Lima  for  Cadiz. 
The  summons  to  surrender  was  the  first  intimation  to  the  Spaniards 
that  war  had  broken  out ;  there  was  no  resistance  whatsoever  ;  and 
in  this  easy  manner  did  treasure  to  the  value  of  about  half  a  million 
p!iH<5  into  British  hands.  On  the  Jamaica  station,  the  Foir>i/,  24, 
tU-prs.>,  t-'aptain  Ji»seph  ^fead.  fell  in,  off  Cape  Tihtn'on,  with  the 
Spanish  royal  fri^jate  I'tntura,  2b  (I'i-prs.i,  and  fdU^^'lit  lier  fnr  an 
hour  and  a  liall,  when  the  ships  separated,  much  damaged.  (Jn  the 
foUowing  morning  the  action  was  resumed  with  vigour,  and 
continued  till  the  Ventura  struck.  The  Fowey  lost  ten  killed 
and  twenty*four  wounded,  and  the  Ventura^  forty  in  killed  alone. 

On  August  18th,  the  lioclicster,  cruising  in  the  Channel,  in 
company  with  the  Maidstone  and  Ttenornmvc,  took  the  Guirhndt  ,  26, 
a  French  frigate ;  and  on  September  lat,  the  Lion,  60,  one  of  a  small 

'  CoiDtnanilcr,  IT'iti ;  Cii{>tnitj,  1757.  Ili«  nadittU  verycoiwiRteiitlyapeU  Hum  in  the 

Xiivy  I.ihts  of  tlie  jier;;.^!,  w  !  (••■(•;\«  tli'iJ  nf  Jiin  (.•<«iitem|H.>;ary  15  •V'crf  .Man  (2),  presently 
Ui  bf  iiiuUifUiti,  who  (lie*!  nu  Adniiral  in  I7il3,  it>  6^«U  with  oni'  i<  only. — W.  L.  C. 
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squBdron  detftched,  under  Cnmiiuxlore  Eobert  Man  (2),  by  Hawke 
to  cruise  off  Brest,  took  the  Ziplujr,  82,  which  had,  however,  only 
twenty-six  guns  mounted,  and  which  was  then  carrjiii^'  troops  and 
stores  to  Newfoundland.  The  last  capture  made  from  tlu;  French 
during  the  war  was  that  of  the  Oiscau,  2(5,  which  struck  to  the 
Brune,  32,  Captain  George  Anthony  Tonyn,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
on  October  23rd. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTERS  XXVII.  AND  XXVm. 

LOSSES  OF  THE  liKLI.ia  KREXT  i^OlVERS. 
L.  Cabu  Laiuhtuk. 
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IK  arrived  at  fey  nUag  a  avlvd  conTeatkaallx  a»  half  a  gon.  Bat  In  raalHiy  thiir  avniaamt  iraa  nlber  I 
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•  vw.  FMcr  lUakc.  I"<i  'u  ipiKniini:  rnaii  ii(Mttu CoMlna- 

1  ,  i,iol  ill  l.'llfay. 


Digitized  by  Google 


312 


AFfSKDlX. 


ITN 


Mm 

Xor.  «i 
Dtc.  If 


I'.cu  I  J«a. 


SIlllM. 


Iluttar  ,    .  , 

tltttitrrJUU  .  . 

X'a  rll  vn/U{fS . 
Jna/Jr 

.•oUt>>-til  t^nll< 
HHmttcr  .    .  . 
i;ramn>it  . 

«nttMr<lMaib). 


r<iuini»ii'Vr. 
Gan«.     [' Ii»ttila  m<f  ua  (be 


('a]it.Biilbm€3irli«ttr 


40 

'»  .,    TlK.m*.H  Biinirtt. 

TO  ,,     Thnil  a»  ri  l  l»K»  i> 

4D  „     WlilUiii  N'rMM'tu. 

M  t'biu.  rairiik  Munat. 
I« 

1«  •C«B.  E4watd  Knmrta. 


liwt  In  OM  Stnlt  at 

I  Ki  'On-l'  r-  il  on 
«l.  (  llxvana. 

Lmt  at  .MtiillU. 
Vott  GO  Hwrbtm'  ^*n:I». 

Tlll(»n»^^^  .I'-im'^.Si  wfifli 

b»t  iu  Irl-li  S>a. 
Fi'iiiii  erf  I  I'D  wny  to  W 
IVnKknl  in  the  ItomiM. 
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CHAPTBB  XXIX. 

VOYAGES  AND  DISCOVERIES,  1714-17652. 

SlU  ClEMEMS  MAllKHAil,  K.C.B. 

CIil'l«Tti>n  Shelvockc  to  the  Pacilic — V'oy.i„'rs  to  IIuilMurN  Bay  -EvitViitioiis  <  ( 
Jiariuw,  VAUghan,  Scro^x,  Mnd  Hitldletou — 'i'be  x>earcli  tor  a  liorlh-Weist  Paiwiage 
— Henry  EUitV  Vuyage— Coala**  buok  on  HudauD^t  Bay — A>uau*a  Voyage— Th« 
value  of  uaval  Explomtkm. 

TN  1718  there  was  wai  beiweeii  the  Gcrmun 
Emperor  aud  Spain  ;  and  soiuc  Loudou 
adventurers  obtained  a  cornxniBftion  fn»n  the 
government  at  Vienna  to  cruise  against  the 
Spaniards  in  the  Pacific.  The  eommission 
was  received  from  the  authorities  at  Ostend ; 
and  the  slu'])8,  fitted  out  in  the  Thames,  were  named  the  Prince 
Euffcne  and  tlie  Starhtinhrn/.  A  retired  naval  lieutenant  named 
Shelvorkr  wa*;  to  liavc  had  the  foriiicr,  a  i^liip  with  t!iirty-Rix  f:tins 
and  a  cuiupltiUietit  of  our  liniiili  i  d  and  et^^lity  nicn  ;  while  iLt  Sf<irlii  ni- 
hi'i'd,  mounting,'  twenty-luur  ^^uns,  was  to  iiave  been  entiuhicd  to 
Johj)  CUppertou,  the  man  who  had  deserted  Captain  Dampier.  But 
the  owners  w»e  displeased  with  Shelvocke  for  his  extravagance 
when  he  went  to  Ostend  for  the  commissions,  so  they  disrated 
him,  giving  Clipperton  the  chief  command  in  the  Prince  Eugene^ 
and  transferring  Shelvocke  to  the  Starhemberg.  Meanwhile  war 
broke  out  with  Spain,  so  the  names  of  the  ships  were  changed  to 
Success  and  Spcalirt  ll,  the  Ostend  commissions  were  returned  with 
thanks,  aiKl  the  expedition  sailed  mider  Bnti'^l!  roloiiTN.  Shelvocke 
for  tlie  time  stilled  his  resmtmcut  at  liavui^  lu  rii  superseded;  and 
the  ships  sailed  from  Plymuuih  on  Fehniaiy  13ib,  171*.).  Soon 
aflerwiirds  a  gale  of  wind  gave  Shelvocke  an  opportunity  of  parting 
company  with  his  superior  officer,  with  all  the  wine  snd  brandy  on 
board  his  ship.  His  chief  mate  was  Simon  Hatley,  who  had  been 
with  Woodes  Rogers,  and  William  Betagh  was  his  "captain  of 
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lunriius."  With  Imth  tliese  officers  Shelvocke,  \sh<)  was  a  free 
drinker,  liad  constant  ijuarrels.  In  rounding  Cape  llurn  the  ship 
was  driven  down  to  61**  80'  B.,  whwe  the  cold  vt$B  intense.  *'  We 
had  continiied  sqnalle  of  sleet,  snow,  and  rain."  aays  Sbelvocke ; 
and  the  only  sea  bird  was  a  disconsolate  black  albatross.  8imon 
Hatley  thought  it  was  a  bird,  of  ill-omen  which  brought  the  snow 
and  mist ;  and  he  Bhot  tlie  albatross.  He  bdieved  that  this  act 
would  bring  a  fair  wind  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  continued  foul 
and  tempestuous  for  another  njonth.  Hhelvoeke  touched  at  the 
island  of  Chiloe,  plundered  find  l»nrnt  the  town  of  Payta,  on 
the  Peruvian  coast,  and  arrived  at  Juan  Fernandez  on  May 
4th,  172U.  There  the  Hpccdicell  parted  her  cable,  was  driven  on 
shore,  and  became  a  total  wreck.  The  crew  worked  hard  at  a 
new  vessel,  of  20  tons,  which  was  launched  on  the  6th  of  October 
and  named  the  Recaoery,  Shelvocke  embarked  with  forty-six  men, 
leaving  deven  Englishmen  on  the  island.  He  sh^wd  a  course 
to  the  Peruvian  ooast  and  captux  d  :i  fnic  vessel  of  200  tons  at 
Pisco,  lea\Tng  his  own  little  craft  for  the  Spanish  crew.  Sailing 
northward,  tlipy  enconntprpd  the  Su'^rr.s'i  off  Qtiiho,  Intt  they  parted 
company  almost  iinnn'diiilrly.  The  two  vessels  met  agam  three  tinios 
on  the  coa><t  of  Mexico,  hut  without  exchangjn;^  a  word.  ShplvcK-kc 
nanitil  his  pnze  tlie  Happy  lieturn.  ClipperUm  sailed  for  ('Inna  in 
May,  1721,  and  sold  the  Success  at  Macao  on  account  of  the  owners, 
returning  home  with  bis  crew  in  Jane,  1722.  Shelvocke  captured 
a  rich  prize  called  the  Coneepeidn,  with  108,636  dollars  on  board,  and 
then  steered  for  California,  anchoring  in  Puerto  Seguro,  near  Gape 
San  Lucas,  for  which  port  he  gives  some  sailing'  directions.  Having 
left  California  for  China  in  August,  17-21,  Bhelvocke  states  that  on 
the  21st  he  siglited  an  island  one  hundred  and  ten  leagues  from 
Cape  San  Lucas,  at  a  distanc*-  of  two  ]cri'.,'ni's.  This  he  judpcd  to  l»p 
seven  or  eifrht  leafriies  in  cii ciinilerence.  it  was  named  Shelvucke 
Island.  Burney  thinks  that  it  is  the  lioca  Partida  seen  by  Villa- 
loboB,  and  aftmirards  by  Spilbergen  in  about  20°  N.  When  the 
present  writer  was  serving  as  a  midshipman  on  board  the  flagship  of 
Sir  George  Francis  Seymour  in  the  Pacific,  the  Collingwood  sailed 
over  the  position  of  Sbelvocke  Island  on  the  old  chart ;  and  we  had 
orders  to  enter  the  visibility  of  distant  objects  in  the  log  at  each  bell, 
80  as  to  judge  the  space  our  eyes  covered  on  cither  side  of  our  track, 
lint  no  Shelvocke's  Island  was  ever  seen.  That  worthy  made  the 
best  of  his  way  across  the  Pacihc  to  China,  where  he  sold  his 
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ship.  He  reached  England  in  July,  172'2,  and  was  prosecuted  for 
pimcy  and  other  ini^dcinotinours  ;  but  the  evideiice  wa«  insufticient. 
Sbelvocke  publislied  hin  account  ot  the  voyaf,'e  in  1726,  and  two  years 
afterwards  his  "  captain  of  marines,"  WiUiam  Uetagh,  pubhshed  a 
refutation  of  Shclvocke's  statements.  The  unfortunate  English- 
men who  were  left  by  Sbelvocke  at  Juam  Fernandez  were  captnxed 
by  a  c^ain  Captain  Salavarria,  who  was  given  the  command  of  a 
ship  fitted  ont  by  two  wealthy  Lima  merchants  in  consequence  of 
the  arrival  of  Glipp^ton  and  Shelvocke  on  the  coast.  Their  fate  is 
unknown. 

The  British  vessels  which  cruised  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  during 
the  forty  years  from  KiMO  to  1720  were  nil  nnplnycd  either  for 
piratical  or  for  \\arlike  purpo.seb.  Yvi  they  are  properly  noticed  in 
a  chapter  on  (Uscovery  and  exploration,  because  they  made  the  west 
coast  of  South  America  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  known  to  EugUsh 
seamen,  and  familiansed  Ihem  with  the  navigation.  Surveys  were 
wcecuted,  especially  of  the  Galapagos  and  Bashee  Islands,  and  some 
few  discoveries  were  made.  Above  all,  they  kept  alive  that  spirit  of 
maritime  enterprise  which  has  ever  been  the  mainstay  of  our  Navy. 

The  Arctic  voyages  to  Hudson's  Bay  were  of  practical  importance, 
for  they  led  to  the  fonnatioii  of  ,i  company  to  trade  for  furs  and  skins, 
with  a  charter,  granted  in  1<)()".).  which  conferred  rights  and  privili  ':eH 
over  all  the  landu  in  that  direction.  In  the  j)revif)us  year  one 
Gillam,  in  the  Noii.such,  had  been  .sent  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  and 
had  reached  a  latitude  of  75"  up  Da\is  Strait,  theu  passing  through 
Hudson's  Strait,  and  wintering  in  the  southern  extreme  of  Hudson's 
Bay.  Gillam  had  there  formed  a  settlement  called  Fort  Charles. 
The  French  were  at  Fort  Bourbon,  on  the  western  side  of  the  bay, 
from  1697  to  1714 ;  but  aft^  the  peace  of  Utrecht  they  departed  and 
thdr  settlement  became  Fort  York  on  the  Hayes  River.  The 
Company's  most  northern  fort  was  on  the  Churchill  liivcr.  Ships 
were  sent  otit  (>vory  year,  retimiing  with  valuable  earfToes  of  furs 
and  skiuK  ;  hut  a  strict  monopoly  was  maintaim<l.  and  discovery 
was  discouraged.  Nevertheless,  it  cuukl  not  be  altogetlier  sup- 
pressed, especially  as  a  general  belief  prevailed  that  the  north-west 
pa.s»agt.  was  to  be  discovered  by  following  up  the  opeuiiig  named 
Sir  Thomas  Boe's  Welcome  by  Button. 

In  1719  two  vessels  named  the  Albany  and  Diseooery  soiled  from 
the  Thames,  under  masters  Barlow  and  Yaughan,  to  discover  a 
passage,  but  they  never  returned.  A  man  named  Serous,  in  a  ship 
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called  tht  Whult-bone,  was  sent  fronx  Fort  Churchill  in  search  of  them 
in  17J  J.  ?Ie  went  up  the  "  Welcome  "  as  far  as  (54''  15'.  heard  nrws 
troiii  the  Eskimos  of  a  ven,'  rich  c<)]>per  mine,  and  named  a  j)niiit  of 
land  after  his  ship — W  lmlehune  I'oiut.  Then  luUowcd  an  expedition, 
the  despatch  of  which  was  due  to  the  representations  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Dobbs,  who  had  studied  the  subject  with  great  care.  He  spoke  to 
Sir  Bobert  Walpole*  and  eTentnally  he  iuduced  Admiial  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  to  supply  two  vessels  for 
the  discovery  of  the  north-west  passage,  the  Fumaeet  sloop,  and 
Di^rorcri/,  pink.  Chiistopher  MiddletoD,  who  had  commanded  ships 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  was  induced  l>y  IVfr.  Dohhs  to  take 
command,  and  he  had  ^chm]  oliicers  under  him,  but  a  rascally  crew, 
consisting  of  the  sweepings  of  the  jails.  There  were  not  three 
seamen  amongst  them. 

Middleton  did  his  work  wdl.  Starting  from  England  late  iu 
the  season  of  1741,  it  was  necessary  to  winter  at  the  Churchill 
River.  In  1742  Middleton  left  Churchill  on  the  1st  of  July, 
and  proceeded  up  Sir  Thomas  Boe's  Wdocme.  He  reached  a 
headland  in  65"*  10'  N.,  which  he  named  Cape  Dobbs,  and  on  the 
northern  md»  of  which  there  was  a  wide  opening.  But,  after  a 
careful  examination,  Middleton  canif  to  the  conclusion  that  it  wa.s 
merely  an  estuary,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Wr?f,'f>r  Kiver,  after 
the  First  Tjord  of  the  Adnn'ralty.  Pressing  onwards  lu  came  to 
another  headland,  which  he  named  Caj[>e  Hope,  anticipating  that 
the  passage  was  on  the  other  side  of  it.  But  there  was  again 
disappointment.  Repulse  Bay  showed  no  opening.  The  Frozen 
Strait  then  turns  south-east.  As  there  was  much  scurvy  on  board 
the  ship,  Middleton  resolved  to  return.  In  the  circumstances  he 
had  done  excellently,  but  Mr.  Dobbs  was  so  hitterly  disappointed 
that  he  made  a  violent  and  unjuHtifiable  attack  on  the  commander 
of  the  expedition.  Tho  .\dmiralty  called  upon  Middleton  for  a 
detailed  reply  tn  the  accusations  against  him ;  and  he  made  it  to 
the  satisfaction  ol  their  lordships. 

In  1745  an  Act  was  passed  tor  giving  "  a  public  rewaaJ  of 
£20,000  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  discover  a  north-west 
passage  through  Hudson's  Strait  to  the  western  and  southern 
ocean  of  America."  Subscribers  came  forward  to  .fit  out  an 
expedition.  A  sum  of  £10,000  was  raised,  and  a  North^West 
Committee  was  fonned,  and  purchased  the  Dobbs,  galley,  of 
100  tons,  and  the  Culio/rnia  of  160  tons.   They  were  well  equipped. 
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William  Moor  coimuanduig  ihe  Dobhs  and  Francis  White  the 
CaUfcrnia,  Mr.  Henry  Ellis,  AO  ftble  and  experienced  seaman,  also 
went  out  as  the  Committee'e  ^ent,  idth  instructionB  to  make  charts, 
to  xecoid  bearings,  distances,  soundings,  and  irariations,  to  collect 

specimens,  uiid  to  keep  a  jourual.  Tbe  expedition  left  Gravescnd 
on  May  *20th,  1746,  was  oflf  Cape  Digges  on  August  2nd,  and 
wintered  at  York  Factor^-.  On  Juno  24th,  1747,  it  left  its 
winter  quarters,  entered  the  Welcoiiif,  iind  sent  northward  a  boat, 
which  rounded  Cape  Dohbs.  The  conclusion  of  Ellis  was  in 
agreement  with  that  of  Middleton,  that  the  Wager  liivcr  was  not 
a  strait ;  but  that  the  passage  would  probably  be  found  through 
Frozen  Strait.  EUis  returned  home  in  October;  and  this  con- 
cluded the  attranpts  to  find  a  passage  by  Hudson's  Bay  during 
the  eighteenth  century.  But  William  Coats,  a  mast^  in  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  service,  who  had  made  many  voyages, 
accjuired  an  intimate  knowledge  of  tlie  great  inland  sea,  and  wrote 
in  1750  "  Tilt'  Grn;:r;i]ihy  of  Hudson's  Bay,"  a  veiy  useful  treatise, 
which  was  lii>t  priuied  for  the  ILikhivt  Society  in  1852. 

The  (>x|ii  (liiion  of  Commodore  (itnii^e  Anson  was  de«pntclH:d 
for  bju^Uigciciil  [»uq>oses  W'hen  the  war  wiili  Spain  broke  out  in 
1739.  It  is,  however,  properly  looked  upon  as  a  voyage  of  discover}-, 
80  far  as  the  Navy  is  concerned,  because  Anson's  was  the  first  naval 
expedition  which  ever  crossed  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Anson  received 
his  orders  in  June,  1740;  but  the  ships  were  manned  with  great 
diflBculty,  and  at  last  the  complement  was  made  up  by  five  hundred 
superannuated  invalids,  OUt-pensioners  of  Chelsea  Hospital,  who 
all  di(ul  during  the  voyage.  The  Commodore  was  on  board  the 
Ci'itfin-inn,  (iO :  mnl  the  other  vessels  were  the  Gloucfster,  50,  Cnplain 
l\irli,ii(l  Niirns  ;  the  Srrcni,  50,  Captain  the  Hon.  Edward  Legge  ;  the 
J'taii,  4U,  Captain  Matthew  Michell ;  the  Wager,  28,  Captain  Dandy 
Ividd  ;  the  Tnjal,  sloop,  Commander  the  Honourable  George 
Murray ;  and  two  store  ships,  the  Anna  and  Industry.  Anson's 
expedition  finally  sailed  from  St.  Helen's  on  September  16th.  1740. 
At  Madeira  the  captain  of  the  Gloucester  was  invalided,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Captain  Michell,  whose  place  in  the  Pearl  was  given 
to  Captain  Kidd ;  and  Lieutenant  David  Cheap,  of  the  Centurion, 
received  command  of  the  Tnjal.  At  Port  St.  Julian,  the  captain 
of  the  I'f'arl  having  died,  tbe  Honourabh^  Cnptnin  Murray  succeeded 
him,  and  Captain  Cheap  was  given  the  W  uf/er,  and  Lieutenant 
Charles  Saunders,  the  Tryal.   Bunuiug  through  the  Strait  of  Le 
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Maire  in  March,  1741,  the  squadron  encountered  a  succession  of 
furious  ^ales  off  the  Horn,  and  the  Pearl  and  Scrt-ni  returned 
home.  The  scurvy  broke  out  in  a  most  mahgnant  form,  so  that 
the  Ctiituriun  alone  buried  forty-three  men,  the  mortahty  in  tlie 
other  ships  heing  equally  serious.  Driven  down  to  CO  o'  S.,  the 
leniAining  ships  weEe  dispersed. 

The  CenHtrim  did  not  reach  Joan  Fernandez  until  June 
10th,  1741,  having  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  in  the  sick-list, 
and  having  buried  two  hundred  during  the  voyage.  She  was 
anchored  in  Cumberland  Bay ;  and  the  Tryal  arrived  on  the 
same  afternoon.  On  the  21st,  the  Ghucester  came  in  sight,  having 
Inst  two-thirds  of  her  crew  from  scurvy.  The  sick  were  landed 
and  placed  in  tents,  twelve  dyjaj;  while  they  wnt-  In  ing  cairied 
from  the  sliip  to  the  nhore.  The  fresh  vegetables  ol  ihe  island, 
and  the  healthier  surrcmudings,  soon  began  to  restore  the  survivors. 
A  prize  named  the  Monie  Carmdo  was  captured,  and  equipped  as  a 
cruiser ;  and,  in  September,  the  CeKturim,  TryaU  and  prize,  the  last 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Philip  de  Saumarez,  sailed  for  the  South 
American  coast.  The  Ghueetier,  not  being  ready,  was  to  join  them 
at  r:i>t;i.  Soon  afterwards  another  fine  prize  was  captured;  and, 
the  Trijal  havin<4  Ik  ccime  unseaworthy,  her  crew  was  turned  over 
to  the  new  vessel,  which  was  anncd  and  received  the  imme  of  the 
TrijaVs  Prire.  After  rruiHin<»  filon;^'  the  musts  of  Chile  and  Peru, 
and  capiuiing  houic  other  pri-icb,  Coimnudore  Anson  anchored 
on  November  13th  in  Tayta  Bay  and  surprised  the  town.  The 
plunder  amounted  in  value  to  4132,000,  besides  stores  of  wine  and 
brandy,  fresh  provisions,  and  live  stock.  The  town  was  set  on 
fire,  and  six  vessels  in  the  bay  were  sunk.  Two  days  after  leaving 
Payta  the  Ohueester  joined,  with  prizes  containing  specie  and  plate 
worth  i.'18,000 ;  and  in  December  the  squadron  arrived  safely  off  the 
island  of  Quibo. 

Meanwhile  misfortune  had  attended  ilie  voyage  of  the  remaining 
vessel.  The  Wafj<  r.  foiuinanded  by  ('ai)t;iin  David  Cheap,  liad  parted 
company  with  the  ( 'onnnodr >re  in  a  iralc  off  Cape  Ilnm  nu  .\pril  'iHrd, 
1741.  Out  ut  one  hundred  and  ihnly  men  on  board,  only  thirteen 
officers  and  men  were  fit  for  duty.  The  rest  were  down  with  scurvy, 
and  the  captain  had  dislocated  his  shoulder.  Being  off  the  southern 
coast  of  Chile,  on  May  15th,  the  ship  struck  on  a  rock  and 
she  was  wrecked  within  musket-shot  of  the  land.  Captain  Cheap 
was  navigating  by  Narbrough*s  chart,  which  had  been  supplemented 
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from  faulty  Spnnisb  snn'oys.    In  reality  this  part  of  the  coast  of 

Patagonia  was  unknuwii.    The  Wager  was  deeply  embayed  in  the 

Gulf  of  Peiias,  aiid  was  lost  off  the  south  coast  of  the  peninsnla 

of  Tres  Moutes.    Masts  were  cut  away,  boats  were  got  out,  and 

the  nek        knded.   The  land  was  prec  ipitous,  bat  well  wooded. 

The  men  declared  that  as  soon  as  the  ship  was  loat  their  pay  ceased, 

and  that  they  were  no  longer  amenable  to  naval  disciptine.  A  few, 

however,  remained  loyal,  provistons  were  landed,  and  a  guard  was 

placed  over  them.   The  captain  shot  a  midshipman  named  Cozens,  j 

who  was  in  open  mutiny  ;  but  this  increased  the  discontent,  and  an 

insnbordinate  feolinfj  wns  HrouKcd.    The  lorif,'  boat  was  leiirjthened 

and  nt^-^u'd  as  a  schooner.     The  mutineers  insisted  upon  being 

taken  back  to  ]^ii;^^laiid  by  Magellan's  Strait;  and,  when  Captnin 

Cheap  refused,  tliey  tiurprised  him  at  night,  lied  his  hands,  and 

deposed  him,  as  tbey  said,  for  having  killed  Cozens.   They  then 

prepared  to  depart  in  the  long  boSit,  harge,  and  cutter,  altogether 

eighty-one  men,  leaving  the  Captain  behind.  Lieutenajut  Hamilton, 

of  the  Marines,  and  the  surgeon,  with  seven  men,  remained  faithful, 

the  mntiueers  leaving  the  yawl  and  some  provisions  for  them. 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  tlie  lioats  the  barge  returned  with 

two  midshipmen,  the  Hnnnnrable  John   B^Ton  and  Alexander 

Campbell,  and  ri<^'lit  more  men,  who  were  also  true  to  the  Captain. 

On  December  l.'ilh,  the  forlorn  party  embarked  in  the  barge 
and  yawl.  After  enduring  fearful  hardships  and  sufferings,  they  ! 
were  obliged  to  give  up  the  voyage,  and,  in  February,  1742,  they 
returned  to  the  place  wh^  the  Wtbger  was  wrecked,  which  had 
been  called  "  Cheap's  Bay."  At  last  some  natives  arrived  in  two 
canoes,  and  undertook  to  pilot  the  fourteen  survivors  in  the  barge  I 
to  the  Island  of  Chiloe.  They  started;  but,  soo))  afterwards,  the 
men  deserted  with  the  barge  and  were  never  heard  of  again,  leaving 
behind  Captain  Cheap,  LieTitenant  Hamilton,  the  surgeon,  and 
the  two  midshipmen.  The  surgeon  died,  nnd  the  rest  wpn»  taken  ' 
by  the  natives  in  canoes.  After  the  most  teinble  pnvations  they 
reached  Chiloe,  and  were  kindly  received  by  the  Spanish  governor, 
who  sent  them  as  prisoners  of  war  to  Valparaiso.  They  were 
eventuaUy  embarked  on  hoard  a  French  ship,  arrived  in  France, 
and  were  released  in  April,  1746.  Campbell  and  Byron  both 
wrote  narratives  of  thdr  wondexfol  adventures.  The  mutineers 
made  their  way  through  Magellan's  Strait  to  the  rnrtngueee  settle- 
ment of  Eio  Grande,  whence  they  got  passages  to  Lisbon. 


Digitized  by  Copgl^ 


17i2-43.J 


ANSOH'H  VOYAGK 


323 


The  Commodore  had,  ol  coarse,  given  the  Wager  np  as  lost. 
Leaving  QnibOt  he  crdsed  off  Acapnlco  to  intercept  the  return 
galleon  from  that  port  to  Manilla.    The  squadron  consisted  of 

the  Centurion,  Gloucester,  and  three  armed  prize  s.  An^on  n  ioaaed 
all  his  prisoners,  giving  them  the  prizes,  and  made  sail  for  China, 
with  the  Gloucester  in  company,  on  May  5th,  1742.  In  August 
it  was  found  necessary'  to  abumlon  the  Gloucester,  owing  to  her 
leaky  condition.  She  was  set  on  fire,  and  her  officers  and  crew  were 
taken  on  board  the  Centurion.  Duimg  the  voyage  the  bcurvy 
broke  out  afteeh,  and  for  a  long  time  several  men  died  every  day. 
On  August  27th,  the  Ceniurion  anchored  in  Tinian  Boad,  in 
one  of  the  Ladrone  Islands,  after  an  unasaaUy  prolonged  voyage. 
The  side  were  land^  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  tw«ity- 
dght,  and  placed  in  a  large  thatched  building  on  shore.  Live-stock 
and  vegetables  wore  obtained  in  abundance.  About  thirty  of  the 
sick  died,  but  the  rest  rapidly  recovered,  and  were  soon  convalescent. 
The  ship  was  repaired,  and  on  October  21st  Commodore  Anson 
sailed  for  China,  anchoring  off  Macao  iu  November.  There  the 
Centurion  wintered ;  and  on  April  29th,  1743,  Auboii  put  to  sea, 
annovncing  to  his  people  that  he  intended  to  make  another  attempt  to 
intercept  the  Manilla  galleon.  Althou^  officers  and  men  had  been 
80  long  away,  and  had  gone  throng  such  fearful  sufferings,  they  all 
cheerfully  concurred.  On  May  $th,  they  sighted  Hie  Bashee  Islands 
of  Dampier,  and  for  a  month  Anson  cruised  off  the  island  of  Samar 
without  sighting  any  vessel.  At  length,  on  June  20th,  a  midshipman 
named  Charles  Proby '  shouted  from  his  station  at  tlie  top-masthead, 
*'  A  sail  to  windward ! "  She  was  soon  seen  from  the  deck, 
coming  down  heloro  the  wind  U>wards  the  Crutunon .  It  wub  the 
long-sought  galleon,  N.  S.  de  Cavadongu,  liuth  bhips  cleared  for 
the  action,  which  lasted  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  at  the  end  of 
which  fhe  Spaniard  struck  her  colours.  Anson  loet  only  two  men 
killed  and  sevoateen  wounded;  but  the  loss  of  the  Spaniards  was 
sixty-seven  killed  and  eighty>four  wounded.  The  cargo  of  the  gaUeon 
included  $1,318,843,  besides  35,682  ounces  of  silver,  and  merchandise. 
The  prize  \vas  commissioned  and  entrusted  to  the  command  of 
Lientenant  Philip  de  Saumarej^.  Next  day  thpy  apain  made  the 
pjaslu  c  islands,  and  on  July  lUth  they  entered  the  river  of  Canton, 
in  December  the  prize  was  sold  at  Macao,  and  the  Centurion 

'  Brutlier  of  tbe  Jirst  Lord  GaiytforU    Aft«rward«  C'Omiuisaioiier  «t  CJiatliain 
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was  houicward  bound  on  Dcci-iiilier  15th,  17-1-i.  Sin-  anrhored  at 
Spitheud,  after  an  absence  ut  jieailv  lnnr  years,  on  June  l-uh.  1714. 

Coujniodore  Geor<,'e  Anson's  expedition  is  con'ectly  looked  ujion 
as  an  exploring  expedition,  although  with  warlike  objects.  It 
was  the  first  purely  naval  exploring  expedition  of  modern  times ; 
and  it  is  memorable  for  having  been— quite  as  much,  if  not 
more,  than  those  which  succeeded  it — a  most  successful  nnrseiy  of 
valuable  naval  officers.  >rany  of  the  best  men  in  the  Navy,  during 
the  St.'voa  Y^trs*  War,  had  learnt  their  fii-st  lesKoiiK,  and  •.gained 
invaluable  experience,  durinf,'  their  hard  service  in  Anson'^;  ( xjiloring 
squadron.  Then;  were  Piercy  Brett  (1),'  and  John  Cajii|ili('!l/ 
who  was  Lord  Hawke's  flafj-captain  at  the  battle  of  Quibtron 
Bay  ;  there  were  Charles  Saunders,-'  CluuU-s  i'roby,  de  Keppel,* 
Philip  de  Saumarez,'  Peter  Denis,*  the  Hon.  John  Byron/  aud 
Hyde  Parker  (1).  No  doubt,  the  voyage  of  Anson,  remarkable 
as  it  was  for  its  early  misfortunes,  for  the  thrilling  stories  of 
suffering  and  shipwreck  connected  with  it,  and  yet  notable  for  the 
way  in  which  the  patience  and  resolution  of  its  commander  were 
rewarded  with  final  success,  was  the  incentive  for  thr  despatch  of 
the  expeditions  which,  in  due  time,  followed  in  its  wake.  It  is  still 
more  noteworthy  that  Anson's  expedition  was,  p<?rhapB,  the  be.sl 
example  of  a  naval  explorinf^  voyaf,'e,  forming,'  n  --plfiKlid  and 
prolific  nursery  for  training  the  best  and  most  valuable  class  of 
naval  officers. 

'  I.ii'utoiiiiiii  in  the  Ci-ntnrion.  *  A  jietty  officer  in  the  f^atturitm. 

'  Fii>t  lieiUt'iiaiit  of  the  ('t^l^;/»(^«,  *  Midshipman  in  the  V'i,tu)t'tM, 

Third  lieutenant  ot  tlie  txaturiott,         *  Lieutcmuit  in  the  Vruturiott. 
'  Midshipiittit  in  the  Wager. 
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THB  CIVIL  HISTORY  OF  THE  ROTAI»  NAV7,  1763-1792. 

AdiidtUBtrutiuti  of  th«  Navy — Firet  Lordu— Secret;irieii  of  the  Admiralty — Kiivv  Board 
oflicialM,  etc. — Xaval  Ex]ien(Iiture — 8eaiui-ii  niid  Marines-  Streiigtli  <>f  tin-  Fleet — 
Rigging  of  a  Firit-Iinte — New  clasnew  of  lueu-of-war — TIk*  cArrutiade — E»tabUHh> 
ments  of  guns — Gun-locks —Typical  ship  of  tho  jwriod — Condition  of  the 
Dockyards — Shijuv  in  ordinary — t'o]>|>erinj; — Pumps — Distillation  of  water — 
SoDiUtion — ^Lighting  and  buoying — Lightning  cooductora — The  longitude — 
HiurriMn'*  tiine>k«e|iers— The  Nautinl  AlmanM — De«ertion — Diwontent — 
Mutiny — BountioK  to  seamen — Offitori'  l»]f|ny — Oflitcrfi  in  jiosice-iitne — IVi/x-- 
money— The  Marine  Society — The  tiibeiniaa  Mariira  ^iety — The  Marine  School 
at  HuU — Dockyai^  artiflcen— The  King  and  the  Navy — ^Pramotjoi}  to  the  flag—- 
Supenumuatiun — Naval  uniform — Naval  law— t'oflin*e  am  The  right  of  March 
—The  right  of  the  tlag — Intenuitional  cotirteaiei). 


'O  ctiaiigcs  of  great  imp<Hianoe  were 
mnde  in  the  administrative  machinery 
of  the  Navy  during  the  compora- 
tively  short  period  which  is  covwed  by 
• —    the  present  chapter.     Even  the  lessons 

SlOSATCBE       OF      R|CHAB1>,        c  \Tf  c     .  •  T     i  j 

Kaui.   Howk,  Aomibai'  ^^^^       Amencnn  Ind<'p«T)de«ce 

i)F  THE  Fi.KKT.  produccti  few  reforms,  s;iv<'  in  the  maiia^'f^- 

ment  of  tlie  Dockyardfi.    The  succession  of  the  more  important 

admmititrative  uflicerij  was  as  follows : — 


FIKST  LORD  OF  THB  ADMIRALTY. 

Oeurge  Granville. 

Apr.  10,  17';.'{.  .It'lm,  Karl  of  Hj;niont. 

.\|>r.  2:t,  17'ki,  John,  i'larl  of  Saudvrich, 

Si'iit.  10,  lliVA.  John,  Earl  of  Kgmont. 

Se|it.  16,  17(><'>.  Sir  Charles  Sjiundeis,  K.I5.,  Vire-Admiral. 

Dec.       ITtib.  Sir  Edward  Uawke,  K.U.,  Admiral. 

Jan.  12,1771.  John,  Earl  of  Handwich. 

Mar.  .10,  178:;.  Hon.  Auf^UNtus  Kf|)|>el,  Admiral. 

Jan.  30,  nan.  Kickard,  ViKouut  Howe,  Admiral. 

Apr.  10, 1783.  Augutttte,  ViseottDt  Ketipel,  Admiral. 

Dec  M,  J7H;!.  ISii  hard,  Viwount  Ilowe,  .Vdioiral. 

July       17b8.  Juliu,  Karl  of  Chatluuii. 
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SECRETARY  OF  THB  ADICBALTT. 

JobB  ClevlAnd. 

ITOH.    Pliili|>  StepheuR  (later,  Sir  P.  StqtlwnH,  B»rt.). 
1785.    (Ah  Awi»taiit)  John  IbbelR>ii. 

CoSTHOUJiU  or  TBB  VK?rdAtil4SO 

Aocoinm. 


'iREAbUREB  OK  THE  XaW. 

WmiMtt  Wildm*!!,  Vis 
count  liarringtoi) 


1605. 

Richard,  Viscount  Howe, 

Juue 

177L 

Captaiu,  H.N. 

1771. 

167a 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart., 

Oct 

later  Lord  Minto. 

1777. 

Wdbore  KIlUi. 

OtU 

1772. 

1782. 

Isaac  Burn-. 

July 

1773. 

1782. 

Huury  Duud^ 

6,1788. 

Cluvte  TowohimL 

Aug. 

1773. 

Apr. 
July 
Apr. 

D«e.  80, 1783.  Hsniy  DundM.* 

CowraoLum  w  the  Navy. 

Gour;:t'  Cockburafl,  Ckp- 
tain, 

Aug.      1770.   Hugh  PalUMr,  C»ptMn, 

U.X. 

Apr.  1776.  Jklaurico  Suckling,  Cap- 
tain, R.N. 

July  177a  Sir  Charlw  Middleton, 
Captain  and  Kear- 
Admiral.* 

liar.  1790.  Kir  Henry  Martin  (2), 
Bart.,  ('a]>tain,  H.N. 

SuitV£Vou  or  THE  Navy. 

{Thuiuae  Hlade. 
WiUam  Bateley. 

(Sir  Thntnas  Slade,  Kt. 
l.Iobn  Wiiiiatns. 
Sir  John  Williaius,  Kt 
fSir  John  Williaia«»  Kt. 

fard  Hunt. 
(Edward  Hunt. 
John  H«nslow. 


Uol«rt  Osborne. 
Charles  Proby,  CapUiu, 
B.N. 

ThoniaR  Hanway,  Cap- 
tain, B.N. 
Oeorgalbrab. 
JanicB  Gatnbiar  (l),Oap- 

tain,  B.N. 
William  Falmar. 

Comaoujai  or  tbs  SrroBntisrenV 

A<X'0UKT8. 

Hon.  AVilliam  Bateman, 
Ca{>tain,  R.N. 
178H.    William  Campbell. 
1790.   William  BeUingliam. 


Jan. 
Oct. 


June 


Mar. 


1765. 
1771. 

177A  {J'; 

1 4  ho.  {  _ 
IJ<I 

CuBK  OK  THE  Acts, 

Edward  MaaoD. 
July      1773.  GwTffp  Mamh. 

COKTBOLLKK  OV  THE  TUEAHUUKRV 
AoCOUKTS. 

Timothy  Brett. 
1702.   Oeorge  Kogers. 


Jan. 

EXmA  COMMISSIOKRKS. 

Sir  Bicbard  Temple. 
Bit  Jolm  Bentley,  Kt, 

Captain,    R.N.  (tiU 

1763). 

1778.  Edward  L«  Craa.  Ca|>- 

tain,  R.X.  (till  17S'3). 
1782.    jSomuel  Wallis,  Captain, 

It.K.(tilll788). 
1787.  Samuel  Wallis,  Oaptain, 
R.X.  (again). 

CoMJUStOOSEBB  AT  H.M.  Doc'KTABDe>  ETC. 

ChnllM}it. 

Thomas  Hanway,  ("ai'- 

tain,  R.X. 
C'liiirlef  Proby,  CapUin, 
R.N. 


Oct  1771. 


PorUntuuth. 

Wcbard  Hughes  (2),  ('ai>- 
Uiu,  R.X.  (Bart.  1773). 
Aug.      1773.  JameaGamiHer  (l)^Ca}>- 
tato,  B.N. 

Jan.       1778i.   Sir  Sanmel  Ho(k1,  Bart. 

Captain,  R.X.* 


<  Created  Viacount  Melville,  1802.         ^  Created  Lord  Borbam,  1805. 

*  Crestttiii  Lord  Uoud,  1762. 
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Oct.  1700.  lleitryMartm(<2),  Captain, 
B.K.  (later  n  Barunet). 

ICar.  1701.  Sir  Cliarles  Saxton,  Kl., 
Captain,        (a  Bart. 


FhjmoutU. 

Frwiorick   Hogcis,  Cap- 
tain, U.N.  (ft  Baroowt, 

1773). 

1775.    Paul  Henry  Ourry,  Caj>- 
tain,  i:.X. 

1783.  Edmnl  Le  Cnia,  Up- 

tiln.  B.N. 

1784.  John  LafoNjfy  GaptaiD» 

R.N. 

178U.   Robert   Fauiltaira  (1), 
Captain,  B.N. 


Jau. 


Apt. 


(HMUar  mi  Uinona. 

Chariot*  Colby,  Cai»tain, 
R.N.  (retirad,  1763). 


I  JMifux,  \<>m  Sroti'a. 

July       1775.    Marriyi  Aj  builiuut,  C.i])- 
tain, 

,  Fab.  1778.  »ir  iru  hard  Hnshes  (2), 
I  Bart.,  Captain,  IJ.N. 

Oct.       178(k   Sir  Andrew  Kna]ie  lla- 

uioud,  Bart.»  Captain, 

R.N. 

1784.   Henry  Duncan  (1),  Cap 
taia,  R.N. 

I  Letward  Jthmda, 

'  S«pt.      1779.   Jolin  Laforey,  Captain, 
K.X.  (till  178.H). 
Apr.      1784.   John  Moutray,  Captain, 
B.N.  (UU 1786). 

Jamatta, 

1782.  Bolwrt  Al«xandar  Lam- 

licrt.  Captain,  R.K. 
(till  1764). 


The  "extra"  and  "ordinaKy"  expenditoxe,  as  voted  by  Par- 
liament from  year  to  year,  and  the  number  of  seamen  and  Marines 
aothorieed,  axe  shown  below  in  a  table  which  is  a  oontinoation  of 
the  one  on  p.  5  of  the  present  volmne : — 


Xu.  of  Sea- 

••Orttanqr." 

men  aivl 

Year. 

t 

_ 

t 

17(>3 

100,000 

380,661 

no, 

1778 

17G4 

200,000 

.S!*H,5li« 

1779 

l7Gu 

2W,000 

•!i  17,734 

IfJ.CMKl 

1780 

1766 

277,300 
328,144 

412,1)83 

16,000 

1781 

176T 

409,177 

16,000 

17«2 

1768 

274,054 

4fG,403 

16,000  ; 

1783 

1769 

282,41.5 

410,255 

16,000  1 

1784 

1770 

283,087 

40<),;M> 

16,000 

1785 

1771 

423,747 

378,752 

17H«J 

1771i 

37o,9;{li 

3t»4,72:. 

2.">  .  <  H  K  1 

1787 

1773 

421,554 

424,011' 

20ia)0 

1788 

1774 

420,72;i 

444,188 

20,000 

178'J 

1775 

297,379 

444,  fXO 

18,000  1 

i7ao 

1776 

33U,15I 

42(i,U04 

28,000  1 

1791 

1777 

465,500 

400,805 

46,000 

1792 

I 


>'u.  of  .S«l- 


488,695 
575»,187 
05'7,!Hi.'. 
670,01*; 
!»53,519 
311,843* 
1,100,000 
940,000 
800,000 
650,000 
600,0*20 
575,570 
490,360 
606,010 
360,000' 


z  I 
389,200 
369,882 
385,381 
28G,2(il 
40!),70(i 
451,989 
701,869  [ 
fi75,907 
692,326  [ 

7UO,0<X)  , 
713.000  I 
703,276  f 
689,395 
$72,482 


60,000 
70,0tX) 

;to,(X(0 

100,  •XX) 
110,000 
26,000 
18,000 
18,000 
18,000 
18,000 
20.000 
20,000 
24,000 
16,000 


>  'rb*  oMt  or  tlxsne  wan  In  xiaitloo  to  tb«  nnn^  aperiUnl  in  Iba  "  Ksur*  "  And  "  OidlOMT  " 
'  ThU  m*»  £1,000,000  »ih<frl  of  tlie  r<iUmtfaiiJ  eipcimc :  bOt  H  thi»  th* 

lalaitccil  by  ttw!  number  of  m«u  to  be  ilkwliargeil  owing  to  the  |iMCfc 

>  Fur  work  in  (he  Roy.il  Yanb  aa\y  No  fmn<-y  wM  mod  tat  mfk  iB  pilTM*  flt^t,  Hi* 
with  DttkngB  an<i  atoreo  for  tbe  shl]!*,  wte  £<tl,ri|i. 


would  be 
tewblck. 


The  flactoatious  in  the  strength  of  the  fleet  are  indicated  in  the 


328     CIVIL  BISTOBY  OP  THE  ROYAL  VAVY,  1763-1792.  Cl763-fl2. 


appLiidcd  talilo,  which,  though  it  t,'oes  into  loss  detail,  and  omits  to 
iiutice  vessels  posses^^od  of  no  distiuct  tightiug  value,  is*  in  effect,  a 
coQtiuuatioD  of  the  table  on  p.  7. 


AtoTKACr  OK  THE  FlOHTliia  ywit*  OK  TIIK  KoYAL  XaVY  AT  FoUM  DlFFKIUUkT 

HktfSit  1762-1702. 
(Ffom  Denrick,  pp.  14tt-107,  with  concetioiiB.) 


rm*. 


First  > 
Second 

Thfid 
« 


Fourth 


100 
U8iukl  W 
H4 

7e 

74 

TO 

()8aiid  m 

no 


Total  or  thr  Li:ts  :— 


N«T.  anl.  im.  '  Jmu      »7>.    Jul  90th.  iTta.  ,  Dm.  I«t,  ITM. 


5 
15 
1 
7 

:i7 
11 

3 
30 
32 


No. 

4 
16 

1 

3 

o7 
7 

32 
11 


5 
1» 
1 
4 
1 
81 
4 
2 
4» 
8 


I 


5 
16 

1 
1 
«!6 


8U 
1 


131 


174' 


129  < 


Fourth 

66 

8 

52 

1 

1 

50 

24 

12 

20 

.  16 

Fifth 

44 

21 

4 

28 

21 

It 

40 

2 

1 

38 

2 

7 

7 

It 

36 

4 

3 

17 

14 

1* 

34 

■  .1 

32 

32 

47 

It 

30 

I 

I 

»  • 

It 

24 

22 

r 

i 

•  4 

SUth 

:«) 

i 

«• 

M 

28 

22 

24 

33 

28 

tl 

26 

•  > 

1 

ft 

24 

7 

11 

6 

»» 

22  ami  '.'0 

l.J 

l.{ 

14 

Kloom 
UombB 

18  to  8 

67 

;« 

85 

42 

14 

2 

1 

2 

PtrMhips 

1 

11 

1 

(i 

Gbkbral  Total  .  i 

:)65 

270 

330* 

I  M  iliiMii  j  )•  .Ml  Mi(r«<?»(«l.  in  1 1,1-  .  .iiiTM'  i.f  ill.  I  i.^r<->  ni  U  i-  -.1 .11 1. ,  rh    -^.ni-  ii.  -,  :  ipiivu  of  the  rt|;KiDX  f 

«  Ul.iv-  f- .■  HI  In  tin    ii  r  i.    ..L'l'.t   tli,-  Hiltl-li   Nn  ■.  y  vm  .n  Ml      : -I'lnl  1. 1  ti  ,.■  r-.i.  |.t.  ii  |  lUli-,  yhou  IllR  the  rlf^kng. 

••(  »  iin,%-mf  ill  i7:!i  IH  l)i-r<'  InscrtetJ.    Kxplauaurry  irlcrttiiL-e^  Ui  II  will  be  fironJ  uu  Ibe  (lag*  ofijiwiUli. 
5  ;  \trli-*  Willi li,  tliiiivli  takrii,  luul  iml  tliru  hoi'ii  i)urclia!«tl  fur  tbc  Niivy. 

>  lt<.-^i<tr«  4  firizi^  wlilt  li.  tbi'Diib  t&ken,  hmi  mi  Uaeu  beau  ptuilMUM^  fur  Ibe  >ikvjr. 
■  Ii«  Iu'Umk  4<  iiMslliiK  r«|>ilr. 
»  ilniilm  1»  bullUtUK  uf  orUered. 


The  50-gun  ship  had  ceas*  <1  alxjut  the  year  1750  to  rank  as  of 
the  line.   Another  class  ol  ship  ranking  between  the  ship  of  the  line 
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and  the  frigate  proper  was  the  two-decked  class.  When 

these  vessels  had  nr;irly  all  died  nnt,  a  new  class,  tlir  HS-pun  frigate, 
appeared  in  ITtSO.  Of  thia  class  tlie  Miiu  rni,  liiuiiched  on  June  .Srd, 
17bO,  was  the  first.  She  originally  carried,  oii  her  main  deck, 
twenty-eight  18-pouuders»  and  on  her  quarterdeck  and  forecastle  ten 
9-poiindei8,  eight  18-poundw  eammiides  and  fourteen  Bwivds ;  bat 
slight  modificatioDB  were  afterwaide  made  and  the  Bwivds  were 
omitted.  In  1780,  also,  the  d6-giin  frigate  was  revived,  vritib,  how- 
ever, 18  and  9-ponnders  in  lieu  of  the  12  and  G-poimders  of  the  older 
shipH  of  the  sune  class.  In  1775  a  new  so-called  24-gan  class  was 
introduced,  carrying?  twt  iity-two  9-pouuder8  on  the  main  deck  and 
foTtr  H-poundcrs,  later  two  O-pounders,  on  the  quarterdeck.  Thence- 
forward there  wv.rc.  no  proper  frigates  of  less  than  24  guns,  though 
post  bhips  of  22  and  even  20  guns  continued  to  be  couiuiibbioued. 
These  corresponded  roughly  with  the  vessels  which,  in  the  French 
navy,  were  called  corvettes.  Below  them  came  the  sloops,  which, 
with  bombs,  fiieships,  armed  ships  and  store  ships,  wwe  comnumded 
by  Masters  and  Command^.*  Below  these  agam  came  cutters, 
schooners,  brigs,  aimed  vessels,  armed  transports,  aimed  store-ships 
and  surveying  slocqjie,  which  were  commanded  by  Lieutenants.  All 
yachts  were  commanded  by  Post  Captains,  and  the  lar^'er  of  them 
were  sometimes  entrusted  to  Captains  of  long  standing  who,  in 
consideration  of  the  honour,  either  temporarily  or  permanently 
surreadeied  their  right  to  promotion  to  flag-rank,  when  it  fell  to 
them  in  the  ordinary  course  of  seniority.' 

The  introduction  of  the  caironade  was  by  far  the  most  important 
development  of  naval  orduanoe  daring  the  period  under  review. 

**  Ho  long,"  8ay8  Mr.  WUlituu  Jamets  "a»  that  8p«cies  of  onlnimce,  calltxi  gun  liy  the 
EnglUh  and  canon  by  the  Francb,  ooDtiniwd  in  exclwiTe  poweanon  of  the  decks  of  « 
fighliug  ship,  no  ilirA k  tji  e  exiBt(>d  between  the  number  of  carriage  pieces  she  actually 
luuutited  luul  the  aumbcr  which  atood  «s  a  sign  of  her  claas  io  the  publiebed  lists,  lu 
proceM  of  time,  hoirever,  the  nomina),  or  rated,  ud  (be  real  foroe  of  a  aliip  loat  their 
i*yiiouyniou9  si'^ificntiuu,  lukI  tl  .at  in  a  manner, and  to  ao  extent,  (00  importatlt,  i& 
every  point  uf  view,  to  be  slightly  pdssed  over. 

**  In  the  early  part  of  1779,  a  piece  of  carriage  ordoanoe,  the  itiventlon,  by  all 
accounts,  of  the  late  scientitic  General  Kolx-rt  Melville,  was  cast,  for  the  first  time,  at 
the  ironworks  of  the  C'arron  Company,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  riv«r  Carroo,  in 


*  The  **  Master  •and-Comniander'*  wae  eqidtralent  to  the  modem  Gonnnaoder,  and 

is,  in  fact,  usually  t  illed  Commander  in  these-  i  ;il;<  s,  for  the  sake  of  brevity. 

^  A'^.,  Citptoin  Sir  Alexander  Schomberg,  Ki^  who^  postetl  in  1757,  would,  in  the 
oidinarf  course,  have  obtained  bii  flag  in  1787,  but  who,  accepting  io  1771  the 
eominand  of  the  Irieh  Viceroy**  yacbt,  retauied  it  until  his  death  in  1804. 


1779.] 
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Scotland.  Altliougli  l^ho^tc^  than  the  navy  4-iiuutuier,  aud  UgLlcr,  by  a  tritie,  thau  tlx; 
navy  l2-poaiid«r,  this  gun  «qiiftUed,  in  its  cylinder,  the  8-ineh  bovitier.  Ita 
destniccive  effects,  wheD  trisd  agalnit  timber,  Indtioeii  ita  inganioufl  inTentor  to  give  it 
tiiti  uaoie  of  vm»h*T. 

As  the  smasbsr  was  calculated  ebiefly,  if  not  wholly,  for  a  diip^gun,  the  Oarroo 
Ci^riit-any  rnailf  early  a|i)>Iicati(Jii  to  Ikivo  it  eiii{ilo.\<''l  in  the  Britioli  Navy,  but,  owiiis 
to  sumo  not  well-explained  cause,  were  uusuccesislul.  Upuu  the  tmppositiou  that  the 
aise  aod  weight  of  the  smaaber,  particularly  of  ita  shot,  would  operate  agaiupt  its 
'.'Piipral  (iiiploymeiit  as  :«  si!i->-<  i  vice  gun,  the  proprietors  of  tlie  foun<lry  ordered!  the 
coAting  of  several  suialler  pieces,  corrwpoodiiig  in  their  calibre  with  the  24, 18,  and 
12>pouiider  guns  in  tise,  or  mther,  being  of  a  trifle  less  bore^  on  account  of  tlie  reduced 

wiii(1;i2;f-  very  juiliciously  a<li 'ptcd  in  canxniaiU's,  arul  which  might  be  extendt^i  t.>  loug 
guns  with  considerable  advantage.  These  new  pieces  became  readily  dispused  of  among 
the  captains  and  others,  employed  in  fltti^g  out  piiiTBta  anned  abipa  to  cnuie  against 
Aniencn,  atul  wire  iiitr  duced,  about  the  same  time^ on  boaid  a  fmr  fHgatea  and  smaller 
vtwseU  belonging  to  the  Iloyal  Navy. 

"The  new  gun  had  now  taken  the  name  of  eorroMMlp,  and  its  leveral  TarietieB 
"tuM  Jiinf  ilistliii;iiT'jhed,  like  those  of  i\\v  gxia,  by  the  weight  of  ilitlr  rt'sit'ttive  sliot. 
ThiK  occasiomd  the  Muaaiier  to  lie  called,  irrevocably,  a  68-pouoder,  whereas,  rejieated 
esperiments  bad  shown  that  a  hcUow,  or  cored  shot,  wmghing  60  or  even  40  lbs., 
w.'iiM  raijiie  furflitr  in  the  first  graze,  or  that  at  which  the  shot  fir?t  strikes  the 
surlace  of  the  water,  and  the  only  range  worth  attending  to  in  naval  gunnery.  The 
hollow  shot  would,  afaw,  owing  to  its  dindiddied  velocity  hi  passing  through  a  shipi's 
side,  aud  the  (.•onsOiiiKiit  fnl;irm.'iii<.'i>t  uf  the  li^le  and  inrreasctl  fspliiiteriir^  ff  the 
timbent,  produce  more  destructive  eliecto  than  the  shot  in  its  solid  funn,  uue  of  the 
principal  ohjecHons  against  which,  was,  and  still  continues  to  be,  its  being  m  cumbrous 
to  har.illi'. 

"Before  half  the  expiration  of  the  year  in  which  the  hrst  carrouade  had  been  uu»t, 
a  scale  was  drawn  up  by  the  Kavy  Board  and  sanctioned  by  the  Loids  of  the  Ad- 
miralty,' for  aiming  the  diflbrent  rates  in  the  service  with  the  18  and  12-poondcr 


'  Carrooadet  assigned  to  each  class  of  ship  in  the  Royal  Navy,  by  Admiralty  Order 
of  July  18th,  1779:-- 
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•alibre«.    hi  rotistyjuencf  ol  the  first,  soomtl,  ntnl  tliinl-rate  liavint;  their  quarter- 

•  k'ckw  H-*  lully  supjilitNl  witli  guns  uj*  there  wa-t  r<H>in  for  jwrtH  on  eacli  hi'ie,  no 
additional  \>\wen  couUl  plaecil  tlif-re:  hut  it  was  fmud  that  the  breoutlo  would 
i^eDenUly  admit  the  ojiening  of  a  pair  tif  extra  ports,  and  that  the  poop^  which  for 
nearly  a  centiiry  past  had  served  cLietiy  m  a  roof  to  the  captain'ti  cabin,  wonid  if 
anilwred  up  oil  eacli  niiie,  alVoril  Kjiace  for  three  |«air»  of  jHjrts,  inakintt,  in  the  whole,  eight 
additional  porta  for  the  recepiiou  of  carrona<leM.  The  dO-gim  ship  waa  foond  to  have 
room  for  a  pair  of  additional  porta  od  her  quarterdeck,  beaidea  a  pair  on  her  forecaatle, 
aiJ<l  tbri-e  pairs  mi  her  p<Jop,  when  the  latter  was  bnrricadeil,  making  altui;ether  ten 
purta.  The  44-giui  ship  had  no  poop^  and  no  armainent  on  the  qaiittt  i'let  k.  tty 
furniabing  the  latter  with  a  barricade,  and  cutting  through  it  four  j':ur>  1  ]»>irs, 
ixj^iilcs  an  extra  |inir  on  the  forecastle,  thii*  ship  might  mount  the  same  a  i  lit,.  i.ul 
number  of  pieces  as  the  50,  The  three  remaioiog  claaaes  of  the  tifth,  aud  the  first  two 
claMea  of  the  aixth  rate,  would  also  admit  of  additional  porta  being  cut  through  the 
sides  of  their  foreca«ties  an<l  quartertlecko.  The  third  c!a»s  of  the  sixth  rate,  Hn<l  the 
t^uarterdecked  »bi|>-eloop  claaa,  being,  in  reepect  to  their  quarterdecks  and  forecastles, 
in  a  airoihu'  state  to  the  44,  would  require  to  Iw  similarly  built  up  before  they  could 
lUiiunt  the  <  i.'lit  (  irronadeH  a.S!«i<:ue«l  to  them.' 

"  Several  captains  complained  of  the  carrunode ;  vome,  of  its  upsettiug  after  being 
heated  by  dischargee;  othen,  that,  owing  to  ita  abortaeta,  ita  fire  ncaively 

pji>-«  il  ricar  of  tlic  sliip'H  Hide,  ami  that  its  range  wax  t<M>  coutitx  'l  t"  l.i- HM  ful.  T1i>' 
captainii  of  some  of  the  32-guu  frigates,  in  particular,  repreiteuted  that  one  pair  of  their 
quarterdeck  carronades  was  so  much  in  the  way  of  the  rit^^g  as  to  endanger  the 
lanyanlH  of  the  KhroinU,  riTSi-1  In  sjged  to  have  their  estiiMi"-!!.-.!  i;mul>tT  ichi' n!  fri'm  i*ix 
to  four.  As  the  priacipal  objection  to  cammsdeH  apiwared  to  have  arisen  from  defects 
in  the  manner  of  mounting  them,  aome  addiUonal  inatnictioos  on  that  head  were 
I  i  ]  ,in  .I  ;iU'I  f.  rw.ir  '.f  l  In-  Mr.  •iascoignc,  the  chief  proprietor '  f  flu.' rarroti  foundry. 
Some  alterations  were  also  made  in  the  piece  itself.*  btill  the  Uoanl  of  Ordnance,  iti 
repeated  oonferenoea  with  the  Navy  Boaid,  ntaintained  the  superiority  of  the  old  gun, 
re!<tiiiu;  their  argumcntH  rhicHy  on  the  comparative  It  ;iL:l!i  "f  its  range  ;  while  the  Navy 
Biiard  that  a  vessel,  able  to  carry  4-pounden>  of  the  common  construction, 

might,  with  equal  ease,  bear  IB-poundera  of  the  new;  that  ita  shot  waa  far  more 
formidable  and  deatructive;  and  that  its  range  waa  qotta  auffieient  for  the  puipoae 
required.  .  .  . 

**  According  to  an  official  list,  dated  on  the  9th  of  January,  1781,  there  were  tlMm 

-P_".>  wf,ipH  it,  i)n>  Navy  mounting  earruuadeis,  nim'Tr^  wliicli  the  32-i>ounder  carroiia<io 
apjK.-ars,  and  wan  the  lirst  of  that  calil>re  wiiicli  iiaii  Ix'en  used.  The  total  of  tlie 
■•arronades  employed  was  tSOl,  namely,  eight  .Vi-iNiunders,  four  24-pounderh,  three 
liundie"!  aud  six  IX-fomnJcrH,  nnd  two  hundretl  and  eighty-nix  T-!-jKiunders.  In 
December  of  tiiis  year,  a  re* «>i!iti.t'iidation  to  use  (>H-p.;under  canoniMiet!  on  tlie  for^^- 
caatle  of  large  shipn,  and  42  and  3'J-|K)Undern  iMi  tiie  same  ileck  of  sume  of  the  smaller 
rates,  induced  the  Navy  Boanl  to  order  the  old  liuiu^-  "  .  ! !,  to  Iw  fitted,  by  way  of 
expi'rimeut,  wliolly  w  ith  (  arronades  of  tlie  largest  dcM  i  iplKui.  Sir  John  Dalrymplc 
pni]«>Ked  the  »:i^tim;  of  s<>me  that  should  carry  a  ball  of  KX)  or  lbs.  wei(^t{ 

but  till-  Itoard  resolved  to  conline  tbeiuaelves  to  the  heaviest  of  tlie  laeoea  already  caat, 
tlic  (iH-|R.undur. 

**Th('  necescary  rarronades  were  ordered  from  the  foundry,  ami  Moine  vf  tlM 
fureinen  bei'-iming  to  tiio  wurks  attended  to  see  tliem  pn.jH'rly  fitted.  It  was  not, 
uowtvcr,  until  Fobrmiry  or  March,  17JS2,  that  tlic  Rainhotv  could  be  completed  in  her 


'  Kstablisiiiiieiit  of  17«i2. 

*  E^^  increasing  its  length  by  two  calibres. 
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rii-    Wl  .it  a<i<liu<>iial  force  the  acquired  by  thift  change  in  her  armantetit  the 

folKfwiuj^  table  will  kIiow  : — 


Kc«  Anuaiucnl, 


Fir>»l  <iei^k 

S,-,:(,;ii!  ticck 

Quarlcrtleck 
Forac«atl« , 


Pi». 


22 


2 


44 


■>r  tnrlai,       ,  ol  dkUI. 


12 


6 


IM. 

S18 


-'0 
22 
"4 
2 


48 


42 
32 


in  tlie  ln'ijiiiiiinj;  of  Aj  1  il.  lite  IlninJi'tw,  lliut»  arint'ii,  juid  cciiiiiiianiiiHi  by 
explain  .  .  .  Ileury  Tr<>ll<j|K-,  wbr>,  with  ('.-iptuin  Keith  Elpbinstone  (the  lato  Admiral 
Lord  Keith)  iiiul  the  lat<!  Kcar-Ailiiiiral  Marbiidf,  was  aii)<i]i<:  the  earlie!*t  ]katroiis  .if  ilie 
carrnnade,  saiioil  on  a  onii-.e.  All  tlie  well-kii<>wii  hkill  and  eiilfr|»rise  of  her  ciiptaiii 
faile<i,  liowevcT,  to  briii'^  iiiiii  witliiii  >;i(iir'b(.>t  of  a  Un-  worili  ri>nt«Ddtng  witii  until  the 
4tb  iif  the  siuTwdin;:  S«-|itftnibfr,  wiifn,  ln-iii'^  off  Isle  dt;  Ha'<.  (ic  si:>Mfnly  u|i<>n 

a  large  Frein  ii  friiratc.  Owint:  t<»  the  latterV  i>ec'uliar  bearing,  one  of  tiit  i/aiii/w)"''s 
forecastle  32-i>oiuid(M'8  was  tirst  di<^'liari:cd  at  her.  Several  of  the  shot  fell  on  Iniard, 
and  diso-verinj  their  si/.e.  Tiie  French  caiitaiii,  ratiniwilly  roni-ltidiiig  that,  if  such 
large  shot  came  from  the  forwiwtle  of  lh«  emiinys  »ihi|»,  iuulIi  larger  ones  would  folluw 
from  her  lower  batteries,  fired  bis  brtiMlaitlo  '{lour  rbonneur  du  paTtllon,'  aad  wir- 
reDdernl  to  the  Bniulmtr.  .  .  . 

*•  In  the  course  of  ITHU,  a  few  of  tiie  hirj^er  sorts  of  the  carronnde  were  mounted  ujj 
Uiard  some  of  the  receiving;  siiiptt  in  order  that  the  seameu  of  kueh  vessels  as  were  in  jwrt 
refittini;  niii;h:  >  \>  it  l-cd  at  hauillin^  and  iirm.'  tnis,  to  t fmiu,  novel  ])iece  ■  f  uiiinance. 
As  one  ]irt)of  ul  many  mat  carronades  were  ^:ui;iiiL;  j.i"UUii  .n  the  Navy,  the  Laiiiains  of 
the  few  :\S  and  3G^un  frigates  in  oomtnisiiiun  apidie*!  for  and  ofataioed  l^t-|Kiuiider 
carrona<les,  in  lieu  of  tlie  iMs  with  which  their  sbijw  had  IwH'n  established.  The 
tcrmiiiiUioii  of  the  war  in  January,  17Ki,  j.ut  a  »toj)  to  any  further  exjicrimtjiitti  with 
the  carrooade;  but  ita  merits  were  now  too  'generally  aokiiowled:.:ed  to  admit  a  doubt  of 
its  becoming'  a  ixsrmaiient  favourite:  in  the  British  Navy,  at  leaat,  where  a  ahort  range 
i»  ever  the  clioiH«n  d)^lauce•" 


It  does  not»  however^  appear  that  foreign  powers  adopted  the 
carronade  oatil  after  1783.^ 

The  establiahment  of  loii^  underwent  various  modifi<»ttton8, 
the  most  important  of  which  may  be  shown  thns : — 

*  Xur  is  it  quite  certain  that  the  innovation  waa  altogether  beneficial.   Mr.  Henry 

Carey  IJaird,  of  PIiiladet|>iiia,  has  lai4i  Ix-fore  the  author  reasons  fur  atttibutim;  some  ai 
leoat  of  the  Urilish  failures  during  Ikie  War  of  tu  aii  vxi-ciie'tve  cvutidence  in 

the  value  of  th«  carronade. 
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EftTABMsiiMKNT  w  Goxa  (othar  than  Carroua^lea  in  17^2,  sod  faAlf-poaiKier  Swi^eU 
in  IT'j'i)  cARRiKD  by  Mme  of  tho  frikcipal  CLJkBBU  Or  Bm  of  th«  Rotal 

Xavy  in  1762  aud  1792  respectively : — 


100  gulu  (hrgs). 
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n 

100 

»i 

90 
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n 

80 

»l 

74 

n 

74 

tf 

74 
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74 

64 
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n 
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50 

»» 

44 
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44 

» 

36 

» 

36 

*i 

as 

t> 

'.VI 

TI 

28 

»f 

28 

M 

24 

n 

24 

»» 

20 

If 

20 

w 

(."Meeker) 
(2-decker) 
(larger) 

(smallor) 


14-gun  doops 

14-gQtl  „ 


I 


17G2 

I7:t2 
1762 
1792 
1762 
1702 
1762 
1792 
1762 
17Sn.' 
1762 
17'.)2 
1762 
17»2 
ITHL' 
ITlC 
1762 
17;t2 
1762 
17d2 
1762 
1792 
1762 
17!>2 
1762 
I7!)2 
1762 
1792 
1762 
1792 


30 
30 
28 
2B 
26 
26 
26 
30 
2H 
2K 
28 
28 
26 
26 


20 
20 


32 
32 


42 

or  42 
42 

or  42 
32 

82 
32 

32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
24 
24 
•_M 

IS 


2« 

24 

2H 

24 

28 

24 

28 

24 

26 

18 

26 

18 

26 

18 

1  No.  i  1*1*. 
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10 

6 
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10 
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12 

12 
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4 

6 
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12 

26 

12 

10 

6 

2 

6 

26 
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10 

12 

o 

12 

24 

y 

4 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

32 

24 
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12 

4 

12 

30 

24 

12 

<t 

4 

!» 

30 

24 

14 
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2 

11 

28 

18 

14 

4 

9 

30 

18 

12 

4 

y 

1  26 

18 

10 

9 
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9 

;  26 

18 

10 

1) 

22 

VI 

4 

6 

2 

6 

22 

12 

^ 

6 

') 

6 

2 

0 

1  22 

12 

•> 

6 

1  26 

12 

8 

6 

2 

6 

26 

18 

8 

9 

2 

12 

1  26 

12 

4 

6 

2 

6 

26 

18 

4 

6 

2 

6 

24 

!l 

4 

8 

•_'! 

«.» 

4 

6 

20 

i) 

2 

3 

22 

9 

2 

G 

■  ■ 

20 

J» 

20 

!» 

14 

6 

\  I* 

8 

:: 

Gun-locks  and  tin  firinf^-tubea  had  been  usL'd  in  a  few  ships 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  Seven  Years'  War ;  but,  the  general 
feeling  of  the  servioe  being  against  them,  the  old  match  was 
lerertod  to  until  after  1760,  wboo  the  flint  lock,  with  an  improTOd 
tube,  became  Qominon»  ^ough  the  matdi'tnb  was  retained  for  nae 
in  case  of  breakdown. 

As  in  Chap.  XXYL,  partdcnlara  <rf  eome  typical  ships  of  war  of 
the  period  onder  review  are  given :— > 
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TyPICAI.  BRITliUJ  S»U1P8  OK  WaR,  1NCLUUI.no  BOIU  PuiZlil)  A>1» 

BRmsH-BDttT  Ybmsls  ; — 
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IN 
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•4 
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s 
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IM 
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4 

23 

4 
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rhktham. 
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S 
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M 
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Ul 

0 
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M 
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33 
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Chattiam,  E.  Allrn. 
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T« 
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19 
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Daring  the  peoco  which  preceded  the  war  with  the  Americao 
Colonies,  the  condition  of  the  dockyards,  and  of  the  ships  in  ordinary, 
was  much  nej^lected ;  and  whtni,  in  1771,  tlic  First  Lord  of  the 
Athuiralty  had  occasion  to  demand  of  the  Suneyor  of  tlit-  Xavy  a 
rclimi  of  the  number  of  vessels  fit  for  service,  he  received  a  reply 
which,  ho  presently  found,  conveyed  an  entirely  misleading  impres- 
sion. The  store  of  oak  timber  was  also  discovered  to  be  at  a 
dangeroTuly  low  ebb.  Upon  this,  it  was  ordered  in  Council  that  for 
the  fatoie  His  Majesty's  Navy  and  Yards  throughout  the  kingdom 
should  be  inspected  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  evoy  two  years.  A 
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littk'  later,  in  1775.  the  practice  of  piiviiif;  by  piece-work  was  intro- 
duced ill  the  dockyards.  After  the  war,  the  Admiralty,  on  July  10th, 
178)1,  appointed  twenty-four  Masters  *  from  the  half-pay  list  to 
suptirintend  the  ships  in  ordinary ;  eight  at  rortsmoutb,  six  at 
Plymouth,  eight  at  Chatham  and  Sheerness,  and  two  at  Woolwich. 
To  each  KCaster  a  division  of  ships  was  entrusted  ]  and  to  every  ship 
was  assigned  a  proportion  of  men,  besides  warrant  officers  and 
servants,  as  follows :  ships  of  100  guns  and  upwards,  36  men ;  ships 
of  90  or  98  gnns,  32  men ;  ships  of  70  or  74  guns,  26  men ;  ships  of 
64  guns,  20  men  ;  ships  of  50  guns,  14  men ;  ships  of  44  guns, 
12  men  ;  ships  of  L'S  or  guns,  10  men ;  ships  of  24  gmis,  8  men ; 
sloop?^.     men  ;  and  cuivcrK.  4  men. 

Sliips,  lit  for  stnvice  wt;ie  uidLied  lu  have  tlieir  lower  masts  in: 
then  howspxitb,  lower  yards,  topmasts  and  topsail  yards  on  hoaid ; 
and  a  roof  over  their  upper  decks  to  protect  them  from  the  weather. 
Jn  1784,  revised  rules  were  issued  for  the  appropriation  and  laying 
aside  of  gear  and  stores  for  ships  under  construction,  with  a  view  to 
ensuring  that  the  former  should  be  ready  as  soon  as  the  latter; 
and  better  arrangements  were  made  for  the  accumulation  of  reser^•e 
and  spare  stores  at  the  dockyards  and  the  naval  stations  abroad. 
If  ]i;is  been  in<nitio!ied  in  a  previous  ch!ipt(»r  that  the  first 
British  man-ot-war  to  he  copp<'red  was  the  Aiann,  82.  This  was 
in  17(11.  A  second  ship  was  not  similarly  treated  till  1764,  when 
the  Dolphin,  -24,  was  coppered.  '1  hen  lullt)wed  the  Jasoti,  H'i.  and 
iu  1770,  the  JJapliiw,  20.  Between  that  time  and  1784  or  1785 
nearly  every  vessel  in  the  Navy  was  dealt  with  in  the  same  way.  It 
was  still  asserted  that  the  ships  in  ordinary  deteriorated  very  rapidly 
in  consequence  of  the  action  set  up  between  the  copper  on  their 
bottoms  and  the  iron  on  their  bolts.  An  inquirj'  into  the  matter 
was  instituted  in  1786 ;  bat  it  did  not  result  in  the  condemnation  of 
the  practice  of  laying  up  ships  with  their  copper  on.  An  improved 
metbnd  of  (MpjHT  ftistcninr:  liad  bren,  however,  intvndnrcd  a  little 
before  llial  lime ; '  and  ibis,  doubtless,  had  the  elfect  (»i  diniinislung, 
if  not  of  altogether  preventing,  the  galvaiiic  a^^tion  which  had  been 
complained  of. 

About  the  year  1764  some  improv^ents  in  ships'  pumps  were 

'  The  Ma«t«r,  it  need  scarcely  W  t>.\|>lained,  wiut  theD  only  a  wamut  officer, 

iiltii  u  h  ill"  weis  iifiirly  ei^uivrtleiit  tn  the  X.ivi£r.itiu<;  Lieutcniint  of  a  later  liiiii-. 
liu  wax  tutally  distiuct  fn>iu  the  c'utniui»stuiu^  Maitt«r-and-Coiiuiiaud«;r, — the  C'uui- 
mander  of  to-ia.y, 

*.  In  Nomiiber,  1783. 


Digitized  by  GoQgle 


1768-92.] 


PHOVISWN  OF  FRBSB  WATBS. 


337 


introdnced  by  a  Mr.  Coles  ;  and  in  that  ye:ir  tlic  Adnnralty  ordered 
a  ()0-«(un  ship  to  be  experimentally  fitted  with  pumps  ol  '^It.  Coles's 
pattern.  In  the  folIowin«i  year  a  similar  pump  was  fitted  on  board 
the  SeaJo/(J.  iO,  at  I'oi  Isiuouth ;  and  it  was  then  found  that, 
whereas  the  old  pump  required  seven  men  to  pump  oat  a  ton  of 
water  in  76  seconds,  the  new  pump,  with  bat  four  mmi,  would  pump 
ont  a  ton  of  watcur  in  43^  seconds ;  and  that,  whereas  two  men  could 
not  move  the  old  pump  at  all,  two  men  could  with  the  new  pamp 
pump  out  a  ton  of  water  in  55  seconds.  It  was  also  found  that, 
when  choked  with  single  ballast,  the  new  pump  could  be  cleared  in 
four  minutes,  while  the  old  could  not  hv  clciin  d  at  all  so  long  as 
water  remained  in  the  ship's  hold.  E.\|>crinients  continued  :  and  it 
wouki  appear  that,  for  some  years,  Coietj'ji  pump  was  laigely  used  in 
the  Navy ;  but  it  was  from  tiiue  to  time  improved,  notably  in  1787, 
and,  in  1791,  by  a  Mr.  Hill,  a  carpenter  B.N.,  who  was  also  the 
inventor  of  a  machine  for  drawing  bolts  out  of  ships'  sides,  and  of 
an  apparatus  for  stopping  shot-holes  below  the  water-line. 

The  distillation  of  firesfa  water  from  salt  was  not  usually  practised 
on  shipboard  during  the  period  ;  but  it  was  caitied  out  oocasionaUy. 
In  1772  the  Admiralty  directed  all  ships  of  war  to  befitted  with  a 
still  and  other  necessary  apparatus.    The  process  appears  to  have 
been  the  inv(nition  of  one  Dr.  Lynn ;  but  a  Frenchman,  M.  de 
St.  Poissonniere,  devised  a  somewhat  similar  process  at  about  the 
saane  time.    It  was,  however,  impossible  in  those  days  to  distil 
sufficient  water  for  the  whole  ordinary  consumption  of  a  ship  a  crew. 
At  brat  only  relatively  small  quantities  could  be  prepared ;  and, 
looking  to  the  invariable  foulness  of  shore  water  after  it  has  been  for 
some  time  in  »  shq»*B  casks  at  tanks,  it  is  astonishing  that  it  was 
ever  possible  for  even  the  most  earful  captains  to  keep  their  orews 
in  fair  health  during  long  voyages.   Yet  some  at  least  of  them 
certainly  managed  to  do  so.    In  the  course  of  Cook's  second  voyage, 
with  the  Resolution  and  Adventure,  between  April.  1772,  and  July, 
1774,  only  four  men,  exclusive  of  a  ])oal  s  crew  who  were  murdered 
in  New  Zealand  by  the  natives,  died  ;  and  of  these  but  one  died  of 
sickness.    In  Cook's  last  voyage  the  iit.suiutitm  lost  but  five  by 
sickness,  three  of  these  having  been  in  ill-health  when  they  left 
England ;  and  the  Adceniun  lost  not  so  much  as  a  single  man  in 
the  four  years  and  two  months  during  which  she  was  absent  from 
home. 

Progress,  but  not  very  rapid  progress,  was  made  between  1768 
yoL.  III.  z 
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and  in  H^'htinf:  and  buoyinf:  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kinpdoni. 
The  Smalls  Kock  li^dit  was  first  shown  from  a  wooden  strnctun* 
which  was  built  by  Mr.  Henry  Whiteside  in  1778,  and  which  was 
not  removed  imtil  1861.  The  Needles'  and  St.  Catherine's  lin^t- 
houses  were  establiahed  in  1780.  The  Longahips*  lighthouse,  off 
Land's  End,  was  begun  in  September,  1791.  A  Sl-inch  aperture 
facet  reflector,  used  at  Liverpool  in  1763 ;  a  facet  panbolio  reflector, 
used  in  the  Scots  lighthouses  about  the  year  1787;  and  a  plano- 
convex lens,  used  at  Portland  in  1789,  were  shown  at  the  Boyal 
Naval  Exhibition,  1H91. 

Lij^htnint^  conductors  were,  at  Ansou  s  instance,  supplied  to 
ships  soon  alter  that  olhcer'a  death  in  1702 ;  but  they  were  not 
pnmaDiOitly  fitted,  and  were  m«?dy  directed  to  be  set  np  when  a 
storm  threatened.  In  consequence,  they  were  often  not  used  at  idl, 
and  many  accideats  resulted. 

Efforts  to  anive  at  a(»ne  satisfactory  method  of  discovering  the 
longitude  at  sea  continued  to  be  made.  In  1764,  Mr.  William 
Harrison,  with  one  of  his  timekeepers,  was  received  on  board  the 
Tartar,  28,  Captain  John  Lindsay.  She  sailed  from  Spithead  on 
March  28th,  and  arrived  at  Madeira  on  April  19th.  Captain 
Lindsay  made  Porto  Santo  exactly  as  he  had  been  led  to  believe 
that  he  would  make  it  by  Mr.  HarriBon,  who  had  taken  two  alti- 
tudes of  the  sun  on  the  18th.  The  ship  proceeded ;  and  on  May  12tb, 
Harrison  was  able  aocnrately  to  discover  hee  distanoe  &om  Barbados, 
which  was  sighted  on  the  13th.  Harrison  returned  to  England  in  a 
merchantman,  arriving  in  London  on  July  18th.  The  timekeeper 
was  then  only  fifteen  seconds  slow,  allowing  for  the  variations  of  the 
thenuometer,  as  chronicleil  ni  the  inventor's  journal.  In  1765  the 
Boaid  of  Longitude  apjnoved  a  scheme  of  marine  tables,  designed 
by  Mr.  Witchell,  for  liiidiug  the  longitude  at  sea  by  the  lunar 
method ;  and  it  awarded  the  invwtor  £1000  to  enable  him  to  cany 
out  his  plans.  In  consequence,  with  Mr.  Isaac  Lyons,  junior, 
Mr.  Wales,  of  Greenwich,  and  Mr.  Mapson,  Mr.  Witchdl  became 
responsible,  under  the  direction  of  the  A8tron<»ner  Bffyii.,  Neville 
Maskelyne,  for  the  compilation  of  a  nautical  ephemeris  for  the  use 
of  navigators  and  astronomers.  Tliis  was  the  origin  of  the  '  Nautical 
.\linanac,'  a  publication  which  has  since  remained  at  the  head  of  all 
works  of  the  kind. 

In  the  course  of  the  war  which  ended  in  17G3  the  number  of 
seamen  and  Marines  employed  in  the  Navy  was  184,803.   Of  th^ 
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only  1512  were  returned  as  having  been  killed  in  action  or  by 

accident :  yet,  at  the  conclnsion  of  the  war,  no  more  than  49,673 
remained  on  the  Ixioks  of  the  Nnvy  Officp.  The  number,  therefore, 
of  those  who  had  died  by  .sickness  or  were  missinj^  reached  the 
extraordinarily  lar»e  total  of  ly^.TO^^.  These  figuies»  iiicUne  uue  to 
beheve  that  there  must  have  been  au  euormous  amount  of  desertion. 

Another  reinnif  issned  in  1780»  shows  the  number  of  mea.  laieed 
for  H.M.  Navy  between  September  29th,  1774,  and  September  29tb, 
1780,  and  the  number  killed  in  action,  and  who  died  or  deserted, 
between  January  let,  1776,  and  September  29th,  1780.  This  casts 
much  light  upon  tlie  discontent  which  in  those  days  must  have 
prevailed  upon  the  lower  deck  of  the  Navy.  The  number  of  men 
raiser!  in  the  six  years  was  175,990.  Of  these,  in  the  four  years 
covered  by  the  second  part  of  the  return,  only  1*243  had  been  killed, 
and  no  more  than  1S,.")41  Imd  perished  from  sickness  or  diseiise  ;  Init 
as  many  as  42,009  had  run.  Tht^  disicouteut  thu»i  indicated  did  uut 
lead  during  tiie  period,  as  it  did  later,  to  any  general  outbreak,  but  it 
produced  several  isolated  disturbances.  For  instance,  at  the  peace 
in  1788,  wh^  the  Channd  fleet  was  ordoced  into  port  to  be  reduced 
and  paid  off,  the  men  in  many  ships  became  riotons  and  evoi 
mutinous,  owing  to  their  intolerance  of  delay  in  liberating  them. 
On  that  occasion  the  discontent  in  the  Raisonnable,  (54,  was  quashed 
by  the  captain.  Lord  Hervey,  who,  haviiig  appealed  in  vain  to  his 
crew  tf)  hehiivc  tliemselves,  went  forward  aimed,  ^^nth  his  oiVicers, 
and,  having'  sei/.ed  the  rin^deatUM's,  soon  conip(dled  tlu?  rest  to  ohey. 
When  the  ship  arrived  at  Sheerness  several  men  were  tried  by 

court-martial,  and  four  of  them  were  cond^nned  to  deaOi.  Three 
of  them  were  executed  on  August  lltibi,  on  board  the  CanuUie, 
Seipio,  and  Dictator  respectively.  The  fourth,  who  vras  to  have 
8uff«»d  on  board  the  Theti»,  was  reprieved  immediately  before  the 
moment  fixed  for  his  execution.  The  mutiny  of  the  Bounty  ia 
described  elsewhere.  There  were  also  mutinous  outbreaks  in  the 
Narcissus,  20,  Captain  Edward  Edwards,  in  1782,  and,  at  dillerent 
times,  in  other  vessels. 

During  this  period  it  was  on  several  occasions  found  necessary 
to  offer  government  bounties  to  seamen  ;  and,  as  often,  special 
bounties  were  also  offered  to  them  by  corporations  and  cities. 
In  1770,  at  the  time  of  the  Falkland  Islands'  scare,  the  King, 
by  proclamation,  offraed  a  bounty  of  30s.  to  every  able  seaman ;  and 
the  following  cities  offered  additional  bounties :       London,  40«.  to 

z  2 


340      CIVIL  niSTOBT  OF  TBB  HOYAL  NAVY,  17B3-1792.  [1703-02. 


every  able  seaman  ;  Bristol,  20*".  to  every  nidr  seaman  ;  Moiitrosf 
and  E(lin}»nr«»h,  each  '2  frnitiea*?  to  every  aMe,  and  1  jniinea  to  evei\ 
utiiinaiy  !>eaiuau ;  Abenleeii,  1  guuica  to  every  able,  atui  15s.  to 
every  ordinary  seaman;  and  Lynu,  1  guinea  to  every  able  aeaman. 
In  1773,  again,  the  King  offered  to  every  able  Beamaa  £3,  to  every 
ordinary  seaman  £2,  and  to  every  landsman  £1,  In  1779  the  East 
India  Company,  besides  building  at  its  own  expense  three  74-gim 
ships,  the  Ganges,  Carxitfir,  aud  Bombay  Castle^  provided  the 
nece^saiT  bounty  for  the  raising  of  0000  seamen.  In  1791  bounties 
were  offered  on  the  same  scale  as  in  1773. 

The  position  of  the  seamen  nf  the  Navy  was  liiit  littk-  improved, 
and  the  faihire  of  the  antlioritics  to  care  suliieiently  tor  the  k*\ver 
deck  led  a  little  later  to  mutinies  wluch,  ai  one  time,  threatened  to 
be  extremely  serious.  The  status  of  many  of  the  officers  was, 
however,  from  time  to  time  considerablj  bettered.  For  example, 
in  1773,  in  consequence  of  a  petition  presented  to  Parliament  by 
Lord  Howe,  Captains  were  granted  an  addition  ol  2«.  a  day  to  their 
half-pay,  so  that,  thereafter,  the  first  thirty  Captains  on  the  list 
received  10«.,  the  next  8s.,  and  the  rest  6.s.  per  day.  In  the  same 
year  the  number  of  Hurfjeons  entitled  to  half-pny  was  increased  from 
fifty  to  a  hundred,  half  to  receive  M.  and  half  2s.  The  nniii]>er 
of  Masters  entitkd  to  half-pay  was  increased  to  the  same  extent,  the 
half-pay  l>eing  the  same  as  m  the  ca.se  of  the  burgeons.  In  177U  the 
twenty  seuior  Masters,  if  qualified  for  first  or  second-rate  ships,  were 
given  half-pay  at  the  rate  of  ds.  6(1.  a  day,  and  the  laaA  seventy>five 
at  the  rate  of  d«.  a  day.  In  1781,  the  list  of  Surgeons  ^titled  to 
half 'pay  was  increased  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  th^  being 
Surgeons  of  not  less  than  five  years'  actual  service.  The  first  fifty 
on  the  list  received  2.«.  (k7.,  and  the  next  seventy-five  %S,  a  day. 

But  the  attractions  of  the  Navy  in  peace  time  were  never  great 
enniifrh  to  induce  anything  like  the  whole  body  of  officers  to  rest 
contt  iit  with  their  position,  whit  li  was  indeed  then  a  verj'  unsatis- 
factory (iiie,  In  1771,  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Knowles  solicited  and 
obtained  the  Kmg's  permission  to  enter  the  Kussian  navy,  in  which 
he  rmained  until  1774,  when,  upon  his  return  to  England,  he  was 
reinstated  in  his  rank.  During  tiie  next  peace  many  officers  of 
inferior  position  also  lent  their  services  to  Russia ;  and  in  the  battles 
of  1788-90,  between  the  Bussians  and  the  Swedes,  British  captains, 
some  of  whom  had  been  only  lieutenants  or  masters  iu  their  own 
service,  commanded  ships  on  both  sides.   Indeed,  Admiral  Samuel 
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Grieg/  who  was  at  one  time  commander^inm^ef  of  the  Bussian 
fleet,  was  a  Soot.  Among  the  captains,  Trevenen,*  Denison,  and 

Marshall,  who  weie  killed,  and  Klpliinstone,^  Miller,  and  Aiken, 
deserve  to  be  remembered.  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith,  then  a 
captain,  H.N*.,  scn-nd  ns  a  volnnteer  with  the  Swedes.  In  wartime, 
adventures  and  the  proBin  ct  of  prize-money  seem  to  have  satisfied 
British  naval  officers  as  a  body  :  and  there  was  very  little  a«(itation 
in  favour  of  increased  pay,  although  the  pay,  all  things  considered, 
was  miawaUy  emaU.  Bat  in  peace,  many  officers  ei1h«r  fbond  wcwk 
for  their  swords  in  the  sra^oe  of  foiteign  statm,  or  accepted  employ- 
ment in  command  of  merchant  vessels/ 

It  may  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  snbject  of  prize- 
money  that  in  1781  an  old  dispute  between  Vice-Admiral  John 
Campbell,  who  had  been  Keppel's  Captain  of  the  Fleet  in  177H,  and 
Sir  Hn^jh  Pallisor.  who  had  licen  Keppel's  third  in  cmnninnd,  was 
dt  i'ided.  Ciun])li«H  eluiiued  a  tlag-ofticer's  nhnrp  of  the  pnze-money 
arisjin^  from  e;q>ture8  made  by  the  fleet :  Palliser  resisted  the  chum  ; 
and  the  matter  was  referred  to  arbitration.  The  arbitrator  decided 
a<;ain8t  Campbell,  and,  incidentally,  against  Kempenfelt,  upon  whose 
behalf  there  was  a  similar  cisim ;  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
as  early  as  1672  an  order  of  the  Dake  of  York  had  directed  that  the 
First  Captain  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Fleet  should  rank  as 
a  flag-officer.  But,  although  the  decision  was  thus  adverse,  the  King, 
nn  January  nth,  1782,  by  proclamation,  ordered  that  for  the  future 
the  First  Captain  to  th(»  Cminnundrr-in-Chief  of  the  Fleet  or  to  any 
lla;4-ntHcei-  commaixlin-,'  twenty  ships  m  llir  line  of  Itiittle,  whether 
Hritish  only,  or  Britisli  and  their  alHes,  sIkihIiI  rank  as  a  (la;:-Mtlii-('r, 
and  should  he  entitled  to  share  prize-money  on  the  same  scale  as 
the  jnnior  flag-offio»  in  the  fleet.  It  was  at  the  same  time  order^ 
that  the  Physician  of  the  Fleet  should  share  prize-money  on  the 
same  scale  as  the  lieotenants.    A  seaman's  share  of  prize>money 

'  Hiuuuel  Uri(^  boru,  ITM ;  mtvckI  with  the  Britwh  fleet  at  Quib«roti,  17u(> ;  joined 
tbfl  BuMiftn  qsrf,  170i.  Vainly  reftpoDribl«  for  the  Tictory  off  Tohesaw,  July,  lT7a 
( 'on  tiunnded  io  tbc  actioD  off  Ooglaiid.  Died,  17KB.  A  RuMian  man-of-mir  still  boaiv 

bis  uuue. 

*  Had  been  a  midsbipman  and  Heutenant  in  the  Be$oltUim  in  Coolc**  last  voyage. 

M'lrrallv  wonrnif.l  at  Wrtnir:;,  "llr-'j. 

"  Samuel  Williuuis  Elphinatune,  sccoud  ttou  wf  Captaio  Johu  ElphiuHtuut)  (1),  K.N., 
wtio  entered  the  Ruatian  service  in  1769,  and  became  an  admimL  He  retarned  to 
active  service  in  the  British  Navy  in  1775,  ami  died  in  178ri.  CajUain  S.  W.  Rlpitin- 
dtuiMi  married  u  daughter  uf  Admiral  Cruee,  a  t^cutssniau  ia  the  Kuseian  MTvice. 

*  Among  thote  who  comnMiided  nwrchaot  ahipe  waa  Sir  Home  Riggs  r<>i>hatu. 
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WAS  of  conrse  always  \ery  small ;  but  a  slight  conoession  to  the 
lower  deck  was  made  id  1771»  when  an  Act  of  Parliament  authorised 
Greenwich  Hospital,  in  certain  specified  cases,  to  rt  fund  unclaimed 
Kharos  of  prize-money  or  honnt\  -money  within  a  limited  time  after 
payment  uf  such  into  the  funds  of  tlu-  liospital. 

Indirectly,  something  more  was  done  for  the  seamen  by  the 
action  of  the  Marine  Society,  which,  in  17G3,  immediately  after  the 
peace,  lesolved  to  receive,  and  make  provision  for»  all  boys  midw 
sixteen  years  of  age,  who  had  been,  or  jm^t  be,  discharged  from 
the  service,  by  patting  Hhem  as  apprentices  into  the  mercantile 
marine,  on  their  presenting  certificates  of  good  behaviour  from  their 
former  officers,  or  by  apprenticing  them  into  some  trade.  Thus  295 
boys  were  at  once  hencfited.  A<:ain,  in  1775  the  Hibernian  Marine 
Society  in  lJuhlin  was  incorporuted  under  letters  patent,  for  the 
niainteiianee,  education,  and  ajipreuticing  of  orphans  and  clnldren 
of  ducaytid  xuarmcrs  ;  and  in  I7B7  a  Marine  School  at  Hull  was 
opened  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House,  for  the  education  and 
clothing  of  boys  intended  for  the  sea  service. 

A  little  more  was  done  for  the  artifices  in  the  Docl^ards.  In 
1764  one  man  out  of  every  fifty  of  those  who  had  served  with  good 
character  for  thirty  years,  was  made  entitled  to  a  pension  of  £20  per 
year.  In  1771  this  privilege  was  extended  to  one  in  forty,  instead 
of  one  in  fifty  ;  and  the  men,  for  pension  purposes,  were  divided  into 
three  classes,  i.e.,  joiners,  shipwrights,'  blockmakers,  plumbers, 
braziers,  blacksmiths,  and  annourers,  i'20  a  year  ;  housp  car]>entere, 
saihuakers,  smiths,  and  bricklayers,  1*15  ;  pitch-heat«rs,  luieklax crs' 
labourers,  riggers,  and  riggere'  labourers,  XIO  a  year.  When  ibe 
King  was  at  Portsmouth  in  1773  he,  moreover,  ordered  £1500  to 

'  Kttuber  of  shipwrigliU  borne  in  HJU.  IKickyanls  ou  January  14tb  of  each  year, 
1763-1792:— 
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be  diBtribnted  among  the  artificers,  worianen*  and  labovxets  of  the 

Dockyard,  Victualling  Office,  and  Gunwharf. 

The  King's  visit  on  that  occasion  took  place  in  order  that  His 
Majesty  niipht  review  the  fleet  iht-ii  lyiiii^  ;it  Spithead.  On  June 
22nd,  the  King  went  on  board  the  lUirjIair,  flaj^Kliip  of  Vice-Admiral 
Thomas  Pye,  dined  there,  and,  in  the  evenui^',  knit,'hted  the  Vice- 
Admiral,  Bear-Admiral  iiichard  Spry,  Captain  Jotseph  Kuight,  senior 
captain  in  the  fleet,  Captain  Edwaird  Vemon  (2),  of  the  Barjleur,  and 
Captain  Richard  Bickerton,  of  the  Augustat  yacht.  He  also  con- 
ferred baronetcies  on  Captain  Hugh  Palliser,  Controller  of  the 
Navy,  and  Captain  Kichard  Hughes  (2),  Commissioner  of  the  Dock- 
yard. He  directed  the  promotion  of  such  commanders  of  sloops, 
first  lieutenants  of  flagships,  and  lieutenants  commandinfj  cutters, 
as  were  present,  as  well  as  of  the  lieutenant  of  the  Auymta,  yacht, 
and  of  two  midshipmen  from  each  of  certain  ships.  He  further 
gave  £350  to  the  crews  of  the  Barjieur,  of  the  Augusta,  yacht,  and 
of  the  royal  barge. 

This  was  not  the  only  time  when  G^rge  III.  visited  his  Navy 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  reign.  In  1781  be  reviewed  Vice-Admiral 
Sir  Hyde  Parker's  fleet  at  the  Nore,  after  its  return  from  the  battle 
of  the  Doggersbauk,  and  went  on  board  the  Fortitude.  In  1789, 
the  King  and  Queen,  with  some  of  the  princes,  reviewed  such 
ships  as  were  in  Portland  Koad  ;  and,  duriiif,'  their  residence  at 
Weymouth,  they  went  for  sevtital  short  sea  cruises  in  the  South- 
ampton, 32,  Captain  Andrew  Suapc  Hamoud,  and  the  Magniji' 
eentt  74,  Captain  Richard  Onslow.  Later  in  the  same  summer 
they  proceeded  to  Plymouth  and  visited  the  Impnffnable,  90, 
Bear-Admiral  8ir  Bicfaard  Bickerton.  Indeed,  Sing  George  III. 
always  took  a  great  ])erHonal  interest  in  the  Navy,  in  which  served 
two  of  his  brothers'  and  one  of  his  sons.' 

The  fiuhject  of  promotion  to  the  flaff,  which  had  for  some  time 
previously  heeii  a  little  unsystematic,  attractetl  much  attention  in 
1787.  Early  in  the  eighteenth  century  it  luul  been  the  custom 
for  the  Crown  to  promote  to  the  flag  by  selection,  tempered 
by  seniority.  In  the  middle  of  the  oentnxy,  sauority  gradually 
strengthened  its  claim;  and  soon  after  the  conclosion  of  the 
American  War,  when  a  captain,  npon  reaching  tiie  top  of  the 
captains'  list,  instead  of  being  given  a  flag  ma  pnt  upon  the  list 

*  Edward  Augustus,  Duke  uf  York,  aiul  Ueury  Frolcrick,  Duke  erf  Camberlatid. 
'  WiUiam  Ueuiy,  Duks  of  Cktrance,  kftcrwanU  William  IV* 
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of  Superannuated  Bear-Admirals,  or  WftS  altogether  passed  over,  he 
tliou^'Iit  himst^lf  !if,'j,'riev(>cl.  Things  came  to  a  crisis  in  17B7.  On 
Maixli  5th  of  that  year.  Sir  Matthew  \Vliit('  Ridley  moved  in  the 
Hoiisr  (if  Commons  an  address  to  thi'  Kiiif4  on  behalf  of  Cui'taiii 
David  Jiiodie,'  who  had  been  sevLial  times  passed  over.  The 
motion,  being  strongly  opposed  by  the  Ministry,  was  defeated  by 
a  majority  of  seventeen  m  a  house  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
thvee.  But  the  subject  was  not  left  there.  On  Febmaiy  20th» 
1788,  Lord  Bawdon  took  up  the  matter  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

It  should  be  explained  that  by  an  Order  in  Council,  dated  in 
1718  and  addressed  to  tlic  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  it 
was  directed  that  their  Lordships,  in  the  advancement  of  officers  to 
the  rank  of  renr-adniiral,  should  promote  accnrdiiif:  to  the  senioniy 
of  the  captains  ua  the  Hst,  re;4;inl  only  being  had  to  the  otViicrs 
being  qualiried  tor  the  rank  to  which  they  were  otherwise  eligible 
for  promotion.  By  a  subsequent  order  of  1747,  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  were  authorised  to  superannuate  such  captains  of  long 
and  meritoriouB  service  as,  in  their  Lordships'  opinion,  should  be 
disquiUified  by  age  or  infirmity  isom  serving  as  flag-officers,  and  that 
such  officers  dionld  have  the  title  of  Supwannuated  Bear-Admiials. 
In  the  vulgar  speech  of  the  day  these  were  usually  called  "  Yellow 
Admirals."  In  a  promotion  made  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  on 
Septemher  2}tb,  1787,  sixteen  cnptains  had  been  advanced  to  the 
flag,  wlnlf  ujnvards  of  forty  bad  l)i't  !i  ])assed  over.  The  ^Mcaior 
numbt!r  of  thrsc  last  had  been  olicred  transl'or  to  tlu-  superaniumted 
list ;  but,  believing  themselves  fully  competent  to  serve  as  active 
flag-oflicers ;  and  bdieving,  also,  that  their  past  services  folly  entitled 
them  to  promotion  on  the  active  hst,  they  refused  the  retir^nent 
that  was  offered  them,  and  sought  to  be  reinstated  in  the  line 
of  active  promotion.  The  policy  which  had  been  pursued  by  the 
Admiralty  occasioned  great  dissatisfaction  amongst  naval  officers, 
who  discovered  with  misgiving  that  their  expect  iti  na  of  rank,  as 
a  reward  for  long  and  meritorious  service,  mi^'lit  he  altogptber 
dependent  upon  the  caprice  nf  a  First  Lord  o!  tite  .\dmiialt\ .  It 
was  for  this  reason  that  Lord  Bawdon  brought  the  case  before 
the  liouse  ot"  Lords. 

He  moved  "  that  a  humble  address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty, 

■  A  captaiii  uf  March  Uth,  1748,  who,  in  the  ordinary  course,  would  b»ve  become 
»  ReMoAdminl  in  17?8  or  1779;  yet,  though  h«  had  lout  in  arm  in  setioo,  1»  was 
neither  promoted  nor  euperumuated.  He  eppeert  to  have  died  m  1788. 
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piayiug  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  t^ike  into  his  royal 
consideration  the  services  of  such  captains  of  His  Majesty's  Navy 
as  were  passed  over  in  the  last  promntinn  of  admirals,"  Lord 
Howe,  as  First  Lord,  roHi>  iit  mice  to  oppose  the  motion,  and  tn  jiiRtifv 
his  own  action.    He  pointed  out  that  there  were  scvt  ral  nasons. 
winch  might  reasonably  excuse  an  oilicial  iu  his  puskiou  iur  pabhing 
Qfwr  a  nnmlmr  of  captains.    Those  who  were  likely  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  oare  of  our  fleets  oii^t  to  be  men  sound  in  mind  and 
body,  and  capable  of  endming  the  hard  service  which  wonld  lie 
before  them  in  war  time.  It  did  not  necessarily  follow  that  an 
officer,  who  had  served  ably  and  meritoriously  in  a  subordinate 
positidii,  was  fit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  care  of  a  fleet.    A  sergeant 
of  f^enndicrs,  though  an  able  and  excellent  soldier,  might  not  be 
(jualiHed  to  command  a  body  of  troops  on  a  forloni  hope.  The 
First  Lord  was  responsible  for  the  good  conduct  and  well-being 
of  the  ser\'ice ;  and,  having  such  responsibility,  he  was  necessarily 
justified  in  exercising  his  judgment  and  discretion  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers  by  whom  the  fleet  was  to  be  led.  At  the  same 
time  he  could  not,  in  any  public  assemUy,  state  the  particular 
reasons  which  had  influenced  his  judgment  in  coming  to  a  con- 
clusion on  each  case.    He  could  only  say  that  he  had  acted  with 
the  strictest  impartiality.    Had  the  oiticer<^  who  had  been  passed 
over  been  advanced,  as  was  suggested,  and  had  they  been  called 
into  active  Her\'ice,  as  would  probablv  have  been  the  ca?;p,  they 
musit  have  gone  on  bt  ing  promoted  from  tune  to  time,  subject  only 
to  the  contingency  of  death ;  and  they  might  thus  have  stood  in 
the  way  of  many  olhcers  from  whose  ser\ices  the  country  would 
have  derived  tiie  highest  d^ree  of  advantage.  Finally,  he  pointed 
out  that  the  principles  which  had  governed  the  late  promotion  were 
not  without  preced^t.* 

The  Earl  of  Swdwich  also  opposed  the  motion.  It  had  been 
found,  he  said,  at  difierent  periods  extremely  inconvenient  and 
detrimental  to  the  service  that  promotions  to  the  flag  should  be 
gnvenied  merely  by  seniority.  In  the  year  1747  a  promotion  had 
been  necessary ;  and  those  then  on  the  Board  of  Admiralty  had 
been  aware  that  there  were  then  on  the  list  of  captaiii>  >everal 
officers  who  were  in  an  eminent  degree  »iualirietl  for  the  command 
of  fleets;  but  they  had  not,  at  first,  Imown  how  to  get  at  them 
without  loading  ihe  public  with  unjustifiahle  expense.   They  had 

'  InatMiciDg  Ji  pramolioii  nuwle  in  1770,  wh«ii  Lord  Hawks  hod  been  Urst  Lonl. 
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therefore  planned  the  superannuation  list,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  provide  an  ifipome  for  such  captains  as  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
not  meaning'  id  call  tlu  in  out  for  further  8er\'ice,  omitted  to  appoint 
to  the  fla^  ill  the  rota  of  iseuioritN .  At  the  time  of  instituting^  the 
estabhshmeut  the  object  was  to  make  eight  iiag-officers  only ;  and,  in 
order  to  do  thatj  nineteen  captains  were  passed  over.  Yet  the 
matter  had  not  been  taken  notice  of  in  the  House  of  Cinnmons, 
nor  had  there  been  taxf  complaint  of  in|astioe  or  partiality.  Those 
captains  who  had  been  pat  upon  the  superannuation  list  were  not 
in  any  wise  disgraced  nor  even  stigmatised ;  they  merely  entered 
what  was  an  honourable  retirement  from  service. 

Lord  Rawdon's  motion  was  nef'atived  without  a  division.  But 
on  April  l'2th  the  subject  was  again  brought  forward  in  the  House 
of  rommoiis  hy  Mr.  ]iastard,  who  particularly  devoted  himself  to 
the  caseii  of  Gaptuius  Baifuur '  and  Thompson,^  who,  although 
they  had  received  the  thanks  of  the  House  for  their  behaviour 
on  April  12th,  1782,  had,  when  they  reached  the  top  of  the 
captains'  list,  been  passed  over.  NavaL  opinion  in  the  House  was 
divided,  Captain  Sir  George  Collier  and  Captain  John  Macbiide 
contending  that  such  a  principle  as  had  been  followed  by  Lord 
Howe  in  1787  must  inevitably  lead  to  the  ruin  of  the  service,  and 
CaptHin  Tiord  Mulgrave  and  YicL-.\diniral  Tjord  Hood  heinp^  of 
opinioti  that  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  House  mii^hl 
eventually  pro\e  more  detrimental  ilian  advanta^a-ous  to  tlie  Navy. 
At  the  same  time  it  seemed  to  Us  admitted  oii  all  Bides  that  several 
officers  who  had  been  passed  over  did  not  appear  to  be  in  any 
respect  disqualified  for  the  rank  to  which,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  advancement,  they  were  «ititled.  Finding,  however,  tiiat  the 
wording  of  his  motion  did  not  meet  with  favour,  Idx.  Bastard 
withdrew  it,  promising  to  bring  forward  the  subject  later  in  some 
other  shape. 

Accordingly,  on  April  18th  he  moved  "  that  the  House  resolve 
itselt  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  touching'  the  lat-e  promotion 
to  the  flag."  lu  support  of  his  motion  Mr.  Bastard  cited  the 
cases  not  only  of  Captains  Balfour  and  Thompson,  but  also  those 

'  Gwx'v  TViifoar, Otptua,  Jtily  26tli,  1758;  cnpwwind.  Bwf-AdiniEi],  1787 ;  died, 

June  2bth,  171*4. 

■  8uiiucl  Thompion,  Oaptaio,  Koveinber  4tb,  1760;  raiierMiiMl.  Ketr-Adminl, 
1788;  died,  Augufl  13th,  1813. 
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of  Captains  Samuel  Uvedale,  Thomas  Shirley,  John  Bniv.  and 
John  Lnforov,  most  of  whom  had  served  with  disimcUun  ui  war; 
and  he  pointed  out  that,  although  it  miplit  hv  alleged  that  Captain 
Bruy  had  not  been  promoted  because,  during  the  labi  war,  he 
had  been  employed  on  shore  in  the  impress  service,  and  that 
Captain  Laforey*  had  been  set  iwide  because  he  had  previously 
acoepted  the  port  of  Gomtoisnoaer  of  the  Navy  at  Antigua,  and, 
later,  at  Plymouth,  Sir  Charles  Hiddleton,  even  while  actually 
serving  in  a  civil  capacity,'  had  been  promoted,  apparently,  as 
a  matter  of  course.  Both  Pitt  and  Fox  took  part  in  the  debate. 
The  latter,  who  supported  the  motion,  urged  that  the  rank  of  , 
flag-officer  ought  to  be  considered  from  two  points  of  view.  The 
principal  view  was  undoubtedly  prospective,  and  looked  to  future 
8er\nce ;  and,  from  that  point  of  view,  selectitjn  was  proper  and 
justifiable.  But  the  rauii  might  al»o  be  looked  upon  as  an  honour 
and  levrard  for  past  services;  and,  from  that  point  of  view,  the 
promotion  of  1787  could  not  be  defended  for  a  moment,  and  was 
most  scandalously  partidl  and  unjust.  And,  he  said,  as  proof  that 
the  Admiralty,  at  least  in  some  cases,  considered  promotion  as  a 
reward  for  past  services,  he  might  cite  the  advancement  of  Sir 
John  Lindsay,  who,  though  an  ofiBcer  of  first-rate  reputation,  was 
well  known  to  bo  in  so  bad  a  state  of  health  that  there  was  no 
hope  of  his  ever  being  able  to  resume  an  active  career.'  Upon 
the  question  being  put,  the  House  divided,  and  the  motion  was 
lost  by  sixteen  votes  in  a  House  of  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
four. 

The  smaUness  of  the  majority  encouraged  Mr.  Bastard  to  make 
a  third  attempt ;  and  on  April  29th  he  moved  "  that  it  is  highly 
injorioas  to  the  service,  and  unjust,  to  set  aside  from  promotion 
to  the  flag  meritorious  officers  of  aptprovcd  services,  who  are  not 
precluded  by  the  orders  of  His  Majesty  in  Council."  On  that 
occasion  the  motion  was  defeated  by  a  majority  o£  fifty-one  in  a 
House  of  three  hundred  and  ei;:hty-nine. 

The  institution  of  a  naval  uuiionu  tor  certain  officers  has  \)vc\i 
noticed  in  a  previous  chapter.    As  early  as  17G7,  within  twenty 

'  Laforey  wak  evctiiually  promutcd,  hU  commiMkiu  M  «  0«g-ofBcer  being  ante-datctl 
m>  M  not  to  doprivf  him  of  atiy  Keuiority. 

•  t".ft,  a«  Controller.   Sir  Cbarlea  was  afterwards  created  Lord  Barhaiu. 

*  lu  point  of  fact,  h«  dM  on  June  4tb,  1788^  having  been  promored  only  on 
September  24th,  1787, 
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years  of  tbat  institution,  altocatioss  were  made  by  an  Admiralty 
order  of  July  I8th  of  that  year,  worded  as  follows : — 

It  is  His  Majesty's  |>leiisure  that  ilic  iiiibronl'Tt'il  uniform  clotliing  of  flajj  oflicepi, 
luul  the  full  drew  uoiform  of  Captains,  CotuuinDden,  aud  LieuteoaDU  of  Hui  Majeity'» 
Ha«t,  bo  di«!ontinu«d,  and  that  the  frock  uniform  dutbinfl:  of  the  mid  officers  Tw  lileewiM 
altered  aOil  worn  as  follows;  The  AdinirarH  fr<»ck  t<i  have  iiarmw  lajijwla  down  to  the 
wust;  HDaQ  boot  cuflb ;  a  single  laoe  inatead  of  trvble  lace  duwa  to  tine  »kirt« — a  plain 
iDttflqaataire  lace ;  hut  in  all  other  respect*  the  aame  as  now  worn.  The  Captuna*  and 
CoDUUUlderK'  frocks  to  have  narrow  la]<]ie)s  down  to  the  waist,  aiul  iti  all  otiier  r(>t>|icots 
aa  they  are  now  worn.  The  Lieuteiianta'  frocks  to  iiave  narrow  lappda  down  to  the 
waUt,  flaah  cuffa  fike  the  coainiandera*,  without  lace,  ituttead  of  ndl  eulTs,  and  in  all 
nther  reapecte  aa  now  worn. 

Auutlier  luoditication  was  made  in  January,  17G8,  when  the 
Kint^  si^iilied  his  pleasure  that  the  lappels  and  cuflfs  of  the  military 
uniform  frocks  appointed  to  be  worn  by  the  Lieutenants  should  be 
thenceforth  of  white,  instead  of  blue  cloth,  and  the  waistcoat,  etc., 
of  plain  white  cloth,  with  gilt  buttons  of  the  pattern  preyionsly 
woni,  without  any  lace.  In  1774  another  alteration  was  made  in 
the  uniform  of  Captains  and  Commanders ;  and  it  was  directed  that 
tlie  uniforms  so  altered  should  be  considered  as  full  dress,  and 
that  a  blue  frock  with  embroidered  button-holes,  confonnable  to 
a  pattern  lodijerl  at  the  Navy  Office,  might  be  worn  upon  common 
occasions.    The  altered  uniform  was  thus  described  : — 

'Xhr  Im-r  on  the  coat  to  return  round  the  jwK-krts  jind  sifevw;  the  lai'jwls  and 
cutfii  to  be  two  incbeu  and  a  half  broad  ;  the  lace  uiton  die  n]kiier  part  of  the  lapiwlM  to 
run  even  with  the  bottmu  lace  of  the  collar;  the  buttons  to  ite  tlat,  wiih  an  anchor 
ritii!  rnMi' CI  graved  fliereon,  nccordin<;  to  tlie  patteni  i<i'iL;i'd  at  the  Xavy  Office ;  the 
waistcoat  to  lie  |>iaiu  iuiilead  of  laced  ;  the  breeches  tu  uf  tlie  same  colour  a«  the 
waifltcoat,  instead  of  blue^  and  both  to  have  buttons  of  the  same  i<atterQ  as  those  on 
tiie  coat.    The  nndrc-'^  nTiitnnn  was  ti»  have  Idiif  fn^rk  :ind  collar  and  cufl's  of 

tlietsajue;  but  the  coiiar  wa*  to  button  on  to  the  iajii»eiH  an4i  lap  over  behind;  the 
liuing  to  be  of  white  idwlloon ;  the  buttona  to  be  the  aame  ae  on  the  dress  cmt,  and  the 
liiittonlioles  to  Ix!  gold  embroidered  nrronlitij:  to  tlie  followirv^  scheme:  for  (."a[itains 
who  lia«i  taken  Jiost  three  years  or  upwards,  twelve  holes  in  the  lapi>el8,  by  threes, 
three  on  the  Hapa,  and  three  on  the  aleevee ;  for  Pout  Captaina  of  lew  than  three  years* 
stnndiiiL',  twelve  liol*""^  in  the-  !fi]i]'e!>.  hy  twi  s,  fmir  Liilr^  i  ii  the  rtajw,  and  three  on  the 
sleeves ;  and  for  Conimauders,  twelve  iioles  in  tiic  iapjwls  disjioscd  regularly,  with  three 
bolea  on  the  flapa  and  three  on  the  aleevea  \  and  wMstooot  and  breedies  to  be  the  nme 
aa  for  the  dreas  uniform. 

In  1783  there  was  another  alteration,  the  uniforms  then  being— 

Kur  Admirals,  bluo  cloth  cuut,  with  white  culls,  white  waintcoal  and  breeches.  The 
coat  and  wdatcont  (o  be  embroidered  with  gold,  in  imttem  and  deeeription  the  anme  as 

that  woin  by  generals  iti  rlic  nntiy,  with  three  rows -  f  eriil  r.'iiicry  rn  tlic  niff-.  For 
Vice-Admirals  Uie  same,  but  with  embroidery  the  name  aa  worn  by  lieutenant-generals 
in  the  army,  and  with  two  rowa  of  embroidery  on  the  cuffs.  For  Rear-Admirala  the 
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i)Ut  Willi  einljroidery  similar  tu  that  worn  l>y  inajui-jifiuTals  in  tl.c  army,  and 
with  uu«;  rt»w  ul'  ouibruidery  un  tli«  cufftt.    The  buttvim  w«re  tu  roiuaia  ok  U:fi<ro. 

The  above  were  the  full  dresB  unifoimB.  The  undress  unifonos 
wore — 

Fur  Admirals,  a  blue  cluth  fnick  with  blue  cuff*  ftii>l  \>\nv  l.-«|>|>e)s;  ftnbruiiiered 
btitti'fiholes,  like  tbuso  |irt'vii«iisly  in  ime,  frdiii  tlif  tup  tu  tlio  liottoin  uf  tlie  [n 
ami  three  holes  on  the  tuffs;  lor  Vice- Adniirulss  the  Jiaiue,  with  buttouhuUs  arr:nige.| 
tliree  and  three :  I'ur  l{ear-A<liniri«ls,  the  Muitc,  with  buttwnholM  vmsogiii  two  «ad  twu. 
AU  to  wear  plain  white  waistcoat  and  br«ecbe«. 

On  November  17th,  1787»  more  extensive  changes  were  made, 
in  accordance  with  the  following  instmctionB: — 

AilniiralH  frookjt ;  l>lue  clolii,  witu  bluo  lH|)[)el!>  and  cuffs;  gold-lace  holes*,  three, 
|M)intlng  at  the  end,  with  the  Ktnie  distiuctioD  U)  the  dis|io»ition  for  the  different  raiikl^ 
a»  before;  atand-up  collar,  with  one  hule  on  each  side;  three  holex  in  the  tiapei,  tiiiec 
on  the  outside  cuffs,  and  three  behind;  white  lininsj,  and  new  anchor  buttons  with 
laurel. 

Post  Captains  ttf  three  years'  standing;;  full  dress:  blue  cloth  coat  with  white  lai)i«!h 
4U»d  cuffs,  Iace»l  with  jioUl  lace  ;  the  |t«»cket»  double  laced  ;  roun<i  cuffs  with  two  laces; 
three  butlone  to  the  ]Hickets  and  cuffs ;  blue  Rtand-iip  collar,  double  litced ;  whiif 
lioiti'.';  jiew  butl^'iis  with  anchor  in  au  oval;  white  cloth  waistcoat,  and  breei'hes 
plain.  Frocks:  blue  cloth  coat  with  W»HS  lappels  and  round  cuffs;  fall-down  collar; 
gold  laced  holes  square  at  both  ends,  regular  in  the  lapft^;  two  to  the  |jocketB  and  two 
tu  the  cuffs;  none  Iwhind ;  white  lining;  buttons  the  same  ae  in  full  dieea;  white  cloth 
waistcoat,  and  breeches  plain. 

Post  Captains  of  under  three  years'  statuling;  full  dretcii;  blue  c<  :it  with  white 
lap]iels  and  cuffs,  laced  with  gold  lace;  pocket*  with  oue  Uoe;  round  cuffs  with  one 
l.ve;  three  buttons  to  the  jwkets  and  cuffs;  blue  stand-up  collar  double  laced;  white 
lining;  buttons  as  before- mentioned ;  white  cloth  waistcoat,  and  breechts  plain. 
Froi'ks  :  blue  cloth  co,it ;  blue  lappels }  blue  rouiid  cuffs;  fall-down  collar ;  gold  laced 
holes  S4|uare  at  both  ends ;  nine  holM  in  the  lappel  by  threes,  two  to  the  puckcts,  and 
two  to  the  cuffs ;  none  iiehind ;  white  lining ;  button*  the  same  a«  in  full  dress;  while 
cloth  WMstooat,  and  breeche*  plain. 

Masters  and  Comtnand«ni ;  full  dress :  blue  cloth  coat  with  blue  lappets  and  round 
onfls*  lacetl  with  gold  lace;  the  i>ocket8  once  laced,  with  one  lace  on  the  cuffs;  three 
buttons  CO  each;  stand-up  collar,  double  laced;  white  lining;  buttons  as  before; 
white  cloth  waistcoat,  and  breeehos  plain.  Frocks:  blue  coat,  with  blue  kppeb; 
round  cuffs  and  fall-<lown  collar ;  goKl  lacoti  holes,  sipiare  at  each  end  ;  ten  holes  in 
the  lappels  by  two  and  two;  two  to  the  pockets,  and  two  to  the  cuffs;  none  behind; 
white  lining ;  buttons  as  brfore;  white  cloth  waistcoat,  and  breeches  plain. 

Lieutenants;  full  dress:  blue  cloth  coat,  with  white  lap|>els;  blue  round  cuffa; 
boles  regular  in  the  lappels;  three  buttons  tu  the  pockets,  and  three  to  the  coffe; 
sUiid-up  collar;  white  lining;  buttons  as  for  the  Caf^na ;  white  cloth  waistcoat,  and 
br«eche«  plain.  Undress:  bhu-  rlntli  m  it.eilgeil  with  white  .  I  itli;  i.Inc  lapjicls,  and 
blue  round  cuffs;  three  butttius  lo  the  i)uckei8  aitd  cuffs;  ataad-up  collar;  buttons  as 
above;  white  cloth  waistcoat,  and  Itreeches  phiin. 

W:irraiit  olTu.crs :  lum-  <  li.tli  cat,  with  Mur  l;«ppc!8  and  rnuu.i  cufT.s;  fall-iluwii 
^llar;  thre«  buttons  to  the  jwckets  and  cuffs;  white  lining,  but  not  edged  with  white; 
hattone  with  an  anchor,  like  the  buttons  previously  worn  by  Chptains;  white  doth 
"waJatooai  and  breechae. 
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Maatan'Mttw:  blue  clotli  coat^  etlged  with  white;  no  Uppdt;  bllM  touod  cuffi^ 
witk  tbra* butUns ;  three  to  Uie  pockets;  falliiown  collar;  whita  Imiog;  buttODt  «i 
for  th«  mirnutt  officern ;  wltite  cloth  waintcoat  and  breocheti. 

Miilshi|*tuen :  blue  clotli  coat;  no  lappeU;  blue  round  cufiii,  with  throe  buttMiif, 
and  three  to  the  ixxket^;  staud^up  collar,  with  nuall  white  turn  back  a»  before ;  wbit« 
liuiug,  but  not  e«lgcU  ;  buttons  ««  for  th«  wamat  offieent;  whita  «lotb  waiatooat  and 
braachWi 

The  expedition  oi  Commodore  Jokustoue  in  1781  led  up  to 
some  interesting  problems  in  naval  law.  Johnstone  caused  Captain 
Evelyn  Sutton,  of  the  Im,  to  be  tried  by  court-martial  go  a  charge 
of  miscondact  during  the  action  in  Porto  Praya  Bay.  Sutton,  being 
honouzably  acquitted,  bron^t  a  ctvil  action  lor  damages  against 
Johnstone  in  tho  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  obtained  a  verdict  for 
£$CKX).  A  new  triiil  was  demanded  and  StttUm  thereupon  secured 
a  verdict  for  I'OOOO.  Jnhnstono  procured  a  reversal  of  the  judo^ment 
on  a  writ  of  wrov  ;  unci  Sutton  ultimately  took  the  case  tn  the 
House  of  Lords,  wliicli,  in  May.  1787.  affinned  the  reveihal  of 
the  judgment,  Lord  ilowe  declanug  thai  to  establish  the  verdict 
would  be  to  subvot  the  good  order  and  diseij^ine  of  the  Navy. 
Sutton  in  consequence  lost  his  case. 

Anotiier  problem,  arising  out  of  Uie  captures  made  by  Johnstone 
in  Saldanha  Bay,  was  determined  in  June,  1786,  whw,  on  an  appeal 
from  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  it  was 
decided  that,  since  the  destination  of  Johnstone's  force  had  been 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and,  seeing  that  a  ronsidprahle  land  force, 
under  General  Meadows,  had  been  on  hoard  ami  had  sluinHl  in  the 
action,  the  capture  did  not  come  under  the  provisions  oi  the  Prize 
Act.  The  whole  of  the  property  was  claimed  by,  and  would  go 
to,  the  Crown ;  and  the  captors  must  relinquish  all  hope  of  prize- 
money  in  respect  of  it,  and  look  merely  to  the  royal  bounty  for  any 
compoisation  which  they  might  eventually  obtain. 

Yet  another  interesting  and  rather  celebrated  point  in  naval 
law  was  threshed  out  in  1788.  In  May  of  that  year  Captain  Isaac 
Coffin,  of  the  Thi^l"  ,  Lad  been  tried  by  court-martial  at  Halifax,  N.S.. 
on  a  charge  of  iiiakiiiL;  false  musters,  in  that  lir  had  kept  on  his 
ship'^  hnoks  mic  ot  hi-(  own  in'phews  and  ivvo  bons  ui  Lurd  Dor- 
chc^icr,  who  had,  it  apj_>eart;d,  not  been  actually  on  board,  conform- 
ably with  the  rules  of  the  Navy.  The  charge  had  been  proved ; 
but  as  it  had  seemed  to  the  court  that  it  had  been  brought  forward 
mainly  in  consequence  of  private  pique  and  resentment,  and  that 
the  accused  officer  had  not  intended  to  defraud  His  Majesty,  Coffin 
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had  been  sentenced  only  to  hi;  dismisaed  Irom  the  commami  nf  the 
Thishe.  When  the  officer  arrived  in  England,  Earl  iiowe,  who 
was  then  First  Lord  of  the  Admiral  ly,  so  strongly  disapproved  of 
the  sentence,  which  he  believed  to  be  not  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  dlst  Article  of  War,  that  he  induced  the  Board  to 
strike  Coffin's  name  off  the  list  of  post  captains.  The  Article  in 
question  declued,  "Every  office:,  or  other  person  in  the  fleet, 
who  shall  knoM  iii^'l)'  make  or  sign  a  false  muster,  or  muster^book, 
etc.,  upon  proof  of  any  such  oflfence  being  made  before  a  court- 
ttnrtial,  shall  be  cashiered  and  rendered  incapable  of  further  (  niploy- 
meut  ill  his  Majesty's  naval  service."  Cotiin  laid  his  case  before 
the  Kin^%  who.  with  the  assent  of  the  Privy  Council,  directed  the 
twelve  judges  to  give  their  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Admiralty 
had  the  power  to  set  aside  the  judgment  ot  the  court-martial.  The 
judges  decided  that  the  Admiralty's  soatence  was  not  legal,  and  that 
the  punishment  directed  to  be  inflicted  by  the  Act  of  22  George  n., 
cap.  83,  npon  persona  convicted  of  the  offence  set  forth  in  the  31st 
Article  of  War  established  by  the  said  Act,  could  not  be  inflicted, 
nor  judgment  thereon  bo  pronounced  or  supplied,  by  any  other 
authority  than  that  of  the  conn-martial  which  tried  the  offender. 
Coffin  was  thereupon  roinstated  in  hits  rank,  and  ftftcr  liaving  served 
as  Commissioner  in  Corsica,  at  Shcemess,  etc.,  died  an  Admiral  and 
a  Baronet  in  IBcJU,  m  bin  eighty-tirst  year. 

Questions  concerning  the  right  of  search  and  the  honour  of  the 
flag  cropped  up  as  in  prenons  periods.  In  1780,  a  squadron 
which,  under  Captain  Charles  Feilding  (1),  had  been  despatched 
for  the  pnxpose,  intercepted,  west  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  a  Dutch 
convoy  escorted  by  two  sail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  under  Bear- 
Admiral  Coimt  Lodewijk  van  Bylandt.  Feilding  demanded  to 
examine  the  merchantmen,  which  were  sn<?pcctcd  of  having  on  Imard 
naval  stores  for  France.  Van  Bylandt  rcsisied,  and  fired  at  some 
boats  which  had  been  sent  to  board  the  convoy.  Feildiuf^  tlu  reupon 
fired  a  shot  ahead  of  the  Dutch  rear-admiral,  who  replied  by  dis- 
charging a  broadside  at  the  Natnur,  and,  when  it  was  returned, 
struck.   Seven  of  the  merchantmen  were  detained. 

In  1791,  Commodore  the  Hon.  William  Comwallis,  having 
received  intelligence  that  some  neutral  ships  under  French  colours 
were  expected  on  the  Malabar  coast,  with  supplies  for  Tippoo  Sultan, 
found  two  of  them  in  Mah^  Bead.  They  refused  to  be  examined, 
pleading  in  particular  that  they  were  then  in  their  own  port ;  hut 
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Commniider  Edward  Jaiues  Foote,  of  the  Atalania,  14,  sent  a  party, 

which  broke  open  the  hatchways.  The  examination,  however,  Beems 
to  have  been  considered  by  the  Commodore  to  be  inconchjsive ;  and, 
a  httle  later,  when  the  two  French  vpsrpIs  sailed  in  company  with 
the  French  frigate  Hesoiu,  32,  they  wert-  luliowed  by  the  Ph(vnix,  HG, 
and  Perseverance,  36.  The  former  got  up  with  the  French  frigate 
off  Mangalore,  and  was  hailed  to  know  what  she  wanted.  Captain 
8ir  Richaid  John  8teachan  replied  that  he  had  orders  to  board  the 
merchantmen.  While  his  boats  were  occnpied  on  that  service 
they  were  fired  at  by  the  lUsolu,  which  presently  also  discharged 
a  broadside  at  the  Pha  nix.  \n  action  resulted  ;  and  in  twenty- 
five  minutes  the  Frenchman  strack.  havin^j  lost  25  killed  and 
40  wounded.  The  PhfDfi.r  Inst  only  (i  killed  iind  11  wonnded,  A 
renewed  fxaujinatum  ol  the  nicrchantniL-n  sliowed  that  they  had  uo 
contraband  ui'  war  on  board  ;  and  they  were  suffered  to  proceed  on 
their  voyage. 

A  noteworthy  case  of  the  insistonce  of  the  right  of  the  flag 
happened  in  1769,  wh^  a  French  frigate  anchored  in  the  Downs 
and  nee^ected  to  pay  the  usual  compliment.  Captain  John  Hollwell 
smt  a  lientenant  to  d^and  the  salute.  The  Frencli  captain  refused 
compliance,  whereupon  Hollwell  ordered  the  Hawke,  10.  to  fire  two 
shots  over  her.  This  induced  her  to  concede  the  point  Mrithout 
further  dispute. 

Though  the  British  Navy  was  thus  jealous  of  its  privileges,  the 
relations  between  it  and  other  countries  upon  the  high  seas  were  in 
some  respects  conrteons  and  pleasant,  in  1779,  the  French  conrt 
chivaliouBly  issued  orders  that  the  British  circumnavigators,  James 
Cook  and  Charies  Clark,  were  on  no  aocount  to  be  molested, 
although  a  state  of  war  existed  at  the  time.  Jn  1785,  when  La 
P^QSe  ^  set  out  from  Brest  on  his  great  voyage  of  discover}',  the 
Admiralty  and  Royal  Society  furnished  him  with  copies  of  all  such 
observations;  and  cliLi.rts  as  could  be  of  nse  to  him,  and  gave  him  also 
Cook's  timekeeper  and  azimuth  compass. 

'  .Tf  ui  FranroU  <Ie  Galaiip,  Comte  (le  La  P^rouse.  B.  m,  1741.  Attacked  Brit isli 
(iettleincDt«  in  liudauu^  Bay,  i7H2.  Peiiebed  off  Vaiiuoro  l^Iaud,  178d.  Uts  fate  ^^a^ 
nol  aacerteiMd  uatll  1827,  bjr  Dumont  d'Urville. 
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Decisive  Iniluence  of  Control  of  the  Water  in  the  American  Revolution — Tin-  Lnki- 
Cuui{Nii(,ni  of  1776 — Attnok  upon  CIiarleHton,  S.  C. — Conibinwl  Military  ninl  Naval 
Operations  alwut  New  Yorlt  mul  Philadelphia,  177(>-I77S — Howe  and  d"K-?taing, 

1778 —  Battle  of  Unbant,  July,  1778 — Harrington  at  St.  Lucia,  Deceniljer,  1778 
— Byron  off  Grena<la,  July,  1779 — Franco-Spanish  Fleet  in  the  Channul,  1779 — 
Rotlney  and  Lanyani,  January,  1780 — Rodney  at  fJibmltar,  and  in  the  \Ve*t 
Indies,  17h(> — Coniliine<l  Naval  and  Military  Operations  in  fHUithern  .*>tate.s 

1779-  1781 — Arbuthnot  and  de8  Touches  off  the  Chesapeake,  March,  17M  —  H<M)d 
and  de  Grassc  off  Martinique,  April,  1781 — (Jraves  and  de  Grasse  off  tli--  <'lii'>a- 
pcake,  .Si'pteniber,  17H1,  and  Cajiitulation  of  Yorktown — Relief  of  Gibrahar.  ami 
Allie<l  Fleet  in  the  Channel,  1781— Ilyde  Parker's  Action  with  the  Dutch  Fleet. 
August,  1781 — Kenipenfelt  and  de  Guichen,  Deceml>er,  1781 — nuo<l  and  de 
Grasjie  at  St.  Kitt.*,  Januari',  1782 — Rodney's  Victory  over  de  Gras-< ,  April, 
1782 — Howe's  Relief  of  Gibraltar,  October,  1782 — Militar}'  and  Naval  C>p(  rations 
in  India,  1778-1783 — .Suffreu's  Caiui>aign  in  India,  and  Actions  with  Johnston^ 
and  Hughe.-*,  1781-1783. 


upon  the  eonte.st.  It  was  clear  to  reason,  for  there  wius  a  loni; 
.sealx)aril  with  numerous  interior  navigable  watercourses,  and  at  the 
.same  time  scanty  ami  indifferent  connnunications  by  land.  ( 'ritieal 
portion.s  of  the  territory  involved  were  yet  an  unimproved  wildtMiifss. 
K.vperience,  the  rude  but  ertieient  8choolma.ster  of  that  large  i»i>rtion 
of  mankind  which  gains  knowledge  oidy  by  hard  knocks,  had  i-on- 
linned  through  the  preceding  Frcnch  wars  the  inferences  (»f  tin* 
thoughtful.    Therefore,  conscious  of  the  great  superioritv  df  flie 


Britiiin  and  her  American 
Colonies,  the  fact  was  ivalised 
general ly,  lx;ing  evident  to 
reason  and  taught  by  i-xjieri- 
ence,  that  control  of  the  water, 
both  ocean  and  inland,  woidtl 
have   a  pre|K)ndenuil  rWWt 


cotmBMoKATni'K  mkijal  or  KErnt  a  Acnox  orr 
cmiAXT,  ITT.*^ 

{From  an  original  Irnt  Itv  Cfi/il.  If.  S.  U.  Prinet  Louit 

o/  Biitlrnbrrg,  R.  .V.) 


•  Copyngkl,  ISUH,  By  A.  T.  Maha:(. 
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British  Navy,  which,  however,  had  not  then  attuned  the  unehal* 
lenged  supienuLcy  of  a  htter  day,  the  American  leaders  early  sought 
the  alliance  ol  the  Bourbon  kingdoms,  the  hereditary  enemies  of 
Great  Britain.  Tlieru  alone  could  be  found  the  countexpoise  to  a 
power  whicli,  if  unchecked,  must  ultimately  prevail. 

Nearly  tliree  years  ela{>.s( d  lu  fore  the  (\>U>iii8t8  accomplished  this 
nbici  t,  by  gi\  inp  a  demon.stration  of  their  strength  in  the  enfon-efl 
suneuder  of  JJur^royne's  army  at  Saratoga.  This  event  has  niniti  il 
tlie  epithet  "decisive,"  because,  and  only  because,  it  decided  the  iu- 
terv<»ition  of  France.  It  may  be  affirmed,  with  little  hesitation,  that 
it  was  at  once  the  result  of  naval  foiee,  and  the  cause  that  navnl 
force,  entering  fturther  into  the  contest,  transformed  it  from  a  local 
to  a  universal  war,  and  assured  the  indepmdence  of  the  Colonies. 
That  the  Americans  were  strong  enough  to  impose  the  capitula- 
tion of  Saratoga,  was  due  to  the  invaluable  year  of  delay,  secured 
tc»  them  by  tln  ir  little  navy  on  I^iikc  Chnmplain,  created  ly  the 
indomitable  energy,  and  handled  with  tlie  iiutomitablo  cmiiai^i-,  of 
the  traitw,  Benedict  Arnold.    That  the  war  sjircad  fr<iin  Anieiiia 

Kurupe,  from  the  English  Channel  lo  the  Builie,  fioui  ilie  Bay 
of  Biscay  to  the  Meditenanean,  from  llie  West  Indies  to  the  Missiti- 
sippi,  and  ultimately  involved  the  wateis  of  the  remote  peninsula  of 
Hindostan,  is  traceable,  through  Saratoga,  to  the  rude  flotilla  which 
in  1776  anticipated  its  enemy  in  the  poeseeeion  of  Lake  Champlain. 
The  evmits  which  thus  eulminated  merit  therefore  a  clearer  under- 
standing, and  a  fuller  treatment,  than  their  intrinsic  importance  and 
petty  scale  would  justify  otherwise. 

In  1775,  only  iifteen  years  had  ela]>sed  since  the  expulsion  of  ilif 
French  from  the  North  Anu'rican  continent.  The  concentiation  ol 
their  power,  during  its  ct)utiuuance,  in  the  valley  of  the  Si.  Law- 
rence, had  given  direelioii  to  tlie  local  eonfliet,  and  had  imfvessed 
upon  men's  minds  the  in^Kntance  of  Lake  ChampUin,  of  its  tribu- 
tary Lake  George,  and  of  the  Hudson  River,  as  forming  a  consecu- 
tive, though  not  continuous,  water  line  of  communications  from  the 
St.  Ijawrence  to  New  York.  The  strength  of  Canada  against  attaek 
by  land  lay  in  its  remoteness,  in  the  wilderness  to  be  traversed  he- 
fMi  c  it  was  reat.'hcd.  and  in  the  strength  of  the  line  of  tlie  >^t.  I.rnv- 
rence,  with  the  fortitinl  posts  of  Montreal  iind  Quel)ec  on  it«  nuitlin  n 
bank.  The  wiliUjrneijs,  it  is  true.  iuier|KKsed  its  passive  resistance  to 
attacks  from  Canada,  as  well  iu*  to  attacks  upon  it ;  but  when  it  bad 
been  traversed,  there  were  to  the  soutliward  no  such  strong  natural 
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poutions  coiifrontiii*^  tlie  assail- 
9XA*  Attacks  from  the  .south 
fell  Tipnn  the  front,  or  at  best 
upon  lliL'  nmik,  of  the  line  of 
the  St.  Luwic'iK  u.  Attacks  from 
Caiiiula  took  Mew  Vui"k  aixd  its 
d^pendencied  in  tlm  rair. 

These  elements  of  natural 
stiength,  in  the  militaiy  con- 
ditions of  the  North,  wei-e  im- 
pressed upon  the  minds  of  the 
Americans  hy  the  pmlonged  re- 
sistance of  ( '.mada  to  the  greatly 
superior  iinmlH'rs  of  the  liritish 
Colonists  in  liiu  previous  wars. 
Regarded,  therefore,  as  a  base 
for  attacks,  of  a  kind  with  which 
thftj  were  painfully  familiar,  but 
to  be  undei^ne  now  under 
disadvantages  of  numbers  and 
power  never  iK'fort'  exjwrienced, 
it  was  desinible  to  g<iin  posses- 
sion of  the  St.  T^awrenee  and  its 
posts  befoie  they  were  sti'ength- 
«ned  anil  garrisoned.  At  this 
outset  of  hostilities,  flie  Ameri- 
can insui^nts,  knowing  clearly 
their  own  minds,  possessed  Ae 
advantiigi!  of  the  initiative  over 
the  Hritish  government,  whicli 
still  lie.silated  to  use  atjtiinst 
those  whom  it  styled  rebrls  tlie 
preventive  measures  it  would 
have  taken  at  once  agmnst  a 
recognised  enemy. 

Under  these  circumstances, 
in  May,  1775,  a  body  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  An  ericans,  led 
by  Eth;in  Allen  and  Benedict 
Arnold,  seized  the  jxista  of  Ti- 
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oonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  which  were  inadequately  gamBoned. 
Theae  are  on  the  upper  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  where  it  is  lew 
than  a  third  of  a  mile  wide ;  Ticonderoga  being  on  a  peninaula 
fonned  by  the  lake  and  the  inlet  from  Lake  George,  Grown  Point 
on  a  {HY>inoiitf)iy  twelve  miles  lower  down.  They  were  recognised 
positions  of  importance,  and  advanced  jiosts  of  the  Hrilish  in  pre- 
vions  wars.  A  schooner  iK-iiii,'  found  tliere,  Arnold,  who  had  been 
a  seaman,  embarked  in  her  ;md  hurried  to  the  foot  of  the  lake. 
The  wind  failed  him  when  slaU  thirty  miles  from  St.  JohuX  iuiother 
fortified  poet  on  the  lower  namws,  where  the  lake  gradually  tapem 
down  to  ttie  Richelieu  Rivert  its  outlet  to  the  St  Lawrence.  Unable 
to  advance  otherwise*  Arnold  took  to  his  boats  with  thirty  men,  pulled 
throughout  the  night,  and  at  six  o'clock  on  the  following  morning 
surprised  the  post,  in  whicli  were  only  a  .sergeant  and  a  dozen  men. 
He  r«'!ipf>d  tli(»  rewards  of  coUmty.  The  prisoners  informed  him  that 
a  cniisiriLiaMe  body  of  troops  was  e.xpix  tcd  froju  Canada,  on  its  way 
to  Ticonderoga;  and  this  force  in  fact  n;ulud  St.  .lolui's  on  the 
next  day.  When  it  arrived,  Arnold  was  gone,  having  carried  off  a 
sloop  which  he  found  there  and  destroyed  eveiything  else  that  could 
float  By  such  trifling  bmads  two  active  officers  had  secured  the 
temporary  control  of  tiie  lake  and  of  its  southern  approaches.  There 
being  no  roads,  the  British,  deliarred  from  the  water  line,  were  unable 
to  advance.  Sir  Gny  Caileton,  Governor  and  Connnandcr-in-Chief  in 
Canada,  strengthened  the  works  at  Sr.  .John's,  and  built  a  schooner; 
but  his  forcf  was  inadciiuutc  to  iiu-ct  (hat  of  (be  A merifans. 

The  seizure  nf  ilie  two  posts,  Ixiing  an  act  of  ulVcHsivc  war,  was 
not  at  once  pleasing  to  tJie  American  Congress,  which  still  clung 
to  the  hope  of  reconciliation;  but  events  were  marcliing  rapidly, 
and  ere  summer  was  over  the  invasion  of  Canada  was  ordered.  On 
September  4th,  General  Montgomeiy,  appointed  to  that  enterprise, 
embarked  at  Grown  Point  with  two  thmisand  men.  and  soon  after- 
wards a]>|n  ared  before  St.  .John's,  whieli,  after  pr(»lont,'ed  operations, 
capitulated  on  the  3i.l  of  November.  On  tlic  1-^th  Montcromfry  en- 
tei-ed  Montreal,  and  thence  pressed  down  the  Si.  Lawrence  to  Pninte 
aux  Trend)les,  twenty  miles  alme  Quebec,  'i'here  he  joined  -VrnoKl, 
w  ho  in  the  month  of  October  had  crossed  the  northern  wildemesSt 
between  the  head  waters  of  the  Kennebec  River  and  the  St  Law- 
rence. On  the  way  he  had  endured  immense  privations,  losing  five 
hundred  men  of  the  twelve  hundred  with  whom  he  started;  and 
upon  arriving  opposite  Quebec,  on  the  tOth  of  November,  three 


Digitized  by  Google 


TUE  BWCKJDS  OF  qUBBEd 


357 


43ajB  had  been  unaToidaHy  spent  in  ooUeeting  boats  to  paas  the 
river.  Crossing  on  the  night  of  the  18th,  this  adventurous  soldier 
and  his  little  command  climbed  the  Heights  of  Abraham  by  the 

same  path  that  had  served  Wolfe  SO  well  sixteeu  years  before. 
With  characteristic  audacity  he  summoned  tlie  plai c.  The  demand 
of  course  was  refused;  but  th;it  Carlcton  did  not  fall  at  once  upon 
the  little  band  of  seven  bundled  that  bearded  him  shows  by  how 
•  feeble  a  tenure  Great  Britiiin  tiien  held  Canada,  liuniediately  after 
the  junction  Montgomery  advanced  on  Quebec,  where  he  a|^>eared 
on  the  5th  of  December.  Winter  having  already  begun,  and  neithw 
his  numbers  nor  his  equipmentB  being  adequate  to  regular  siege 
operations,  he  very  pjroperly  decided  to  tiy  the  desperate  chance  of 
an  assault  upon  the  strongest  fortress  in  .\inerica.  This  was  made 
on  the  night  of  December  Slst,  1775.  Whatever  possi!»iIity  of  suc- 
cess there  may  have  been,  vanished  with  the  death  of  Mont^mery, 
who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  men. 

The  American  army  retired  three  miles  u^t  the  river,  went  into 
winter-quiirtcrs,  aud  established  a  lancl  blockade  of  Queljec,  which 
was  cut  off  fvMn  the  sea  by  the  ice.  **P(v  five  months,'*  wrote 
Carleton  to  the  Seeretaty  for  War,  on  the  Uth  of  Hay,  1776,  ''this 
town  has  been  closely  invested  by  the  reliels.**  From  this  unpleasant 
position  it  was  relieved  on  the  6th  of  May,  when  ngnals  were  ex- 
changed between  it  and  the  jSKr/>rt«!,  the  advanee  ship  of  a  s<[ii;idron 
under  Captain  Charles  Douglas,*  wliu  h  luul  sailed  from  fclngland  on 
the  11th  of  March.  Arrivin^^  nlT  the  moutli  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
on  the  niorniiiL,'  of  April  li^th,  Douglas  found  ice  extending  nearly 
twi  iity  milt'-s  to  sci^  aud  ^>acked  too  closely  tu  admit  of  working 
through  it  by  dexterous  steering.  The  urgency  of  the  caiio  not  ad- 
mitting delay,  he  ran  his  ship,  the  Isisy  50,  with  a  speed  of  five  knots, 
ajgpunst  a  large  piece  of  ice  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  thick,  to  lest  the 
effect.  The  ice,  probably  softened  by  salt  water  and  salt  air,  went 
to  pieces.  **£neoaiaged  by  this  experiment,**  continues  Douglas, 
somewhat  magnificently,  "we  thought  it  an  enterprise  worthy  an 
English  ship  of  the  line  in  our  King  and  country's  sacred  cause,  and 
an  effort  due  io  tlie  f^'dl^mt  defenders  of  Quebec,  to  make  the  attempt 
of  pressing  her  In'  foree  of  sail,  thron«::^h  the  thick,  broad,  and  closely 
connected  fields  of  ice,  to  wliich  we  saw  no  boiunh.  towards  tljc  west- 
em  part  of  our  horizon.    Before  niglit  (when  blowing  a  snow-storm, 

>  Father  of  the  lat«  Sir  Uowanl  Douglas.  lie  died  a  Kear-Adiuifal  aud 
fiuonet  in  1789. 
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W6  bTOiigbt>to^  or  ntlnr  stopped),  we  had  penetrated  about  eight 
leagues  into  it,  describing  our  patb  all  the  way  witb  btta  of  tbe 
sheathing  of  ths  ship's  bottom,  and  sometimes  pieces  of  tbe  cutwater, 
bat  none  of  tiie  oak  plank ;  aiid  it  was  pleasant  enough  at  timM, 
when  We  stuck  fast,  to  see  Lord  Petereham  exercising  his  tmo^is  on 
the  crusted  surface  of  that  fluid  through  which  the  ship  liad  so 
recently  sailed."  It  took  uiuc  da^^s  of  this  work  tft  reacli  Anticosti 
Island,  after  which  the  ice  seems  to  have  gi\<'ii  no  iii(»n«  trouble; 
but  further  delay  wiu>  occasioned  by  fogs,  calnin,  and  head  wiikIs. 

Upoa  the  arrival  of  the  slups  of  war  the  Americans  at  once 
retreated.  Daring  the  winter,  though  reinforcements  must  have 
been  received  from  time  to  time,  they  had  wasted  from  ezposnre, 
and  from  sraall-poz,  whieh  ravaged  the  camp.  On  the  1st  of  Iklay 
the  retoms  showed  nineteen  hundred  men  present,  of  whom  only  a 
thousand  were  fit  for  duty.  There  were  then  on  hand  but  three 
days'  provisions,  and  none  otlicr  nearer  than  St.  John's.  The  in- 
habitants would  of  course  ii  iider  no  further  asslstunce  to  the  Ameri- 
cans after  the  sliifis  anived.  The  Navy  luul  again  ilccided  the  fate 
of  Canada^  aud  was  soon  also  to  determine  that  of  Lake  Champlaiu. 

When  two  hundred  troops  had  landed  from  <lie  ships,  Carleton 
marched  out,  **■  to  see,**  he  said,  what  these  mighty  boasters  were 
aboot**  The  sneer  was  onwoithy  a  man  of  his  generous  character, 
for  the  boasters  had  endured  much  for  faint  chances  of  succesil ;  and 
the  smallness  of  the  reinforcement  which  encouraged  him  to  act 
sliows  either  an  extreme  pnulenee  on  his  part,  nr  the  nnrrow  margin 
by  whieli  (^ucIh'c  cseaped.  lie  found  the  eneiuy  Inisy  with  prepara- 
tions for  retreat,  and  upon  liis  appearance  they  ai)Jtndoned  their 
camp.  Their  forces  on  the  two  sides  of  die  river  being  now  sepa- 
rated by  the  enemy*s  shippiiig,  the  Americans  retired  first  to  Sorel, 
where  the  Richelieu  entem  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  thence  continued 
to  fall  back  by  gradual  stages.  It  was  not  until  June  15th  that 
Arnold  quitted  Montreal ;  and  at  the  end  of  June  the  united  force 
was  still  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  present  Itnuh  r  line.  On  the  Snl 
of  July  it  reached  Ctown  Point,  in  a  pitiable  state  from  small-pox 
and  iK'siitution. 

Both  parties  began  at  oiice  tu  prepare  f<a  a  enntest  upon  Lake 
Chatuplain.  The  Americans,  small  as  their  flotilla  was,  still  kept  the 
superiority  obtauned  for  them  l>y  Amold*s  promptitude  a  year  before. 
On  tlie  2dth  of  June  the  American  General  Scluiyler,  commanding 
the  Noi-them  Department,  wrote :    We  have  happily  such  a  naval 
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superiority  on  Lak«>  riuiniiilain,  that  I  have  a  confifk-nt  liojje  the 
enemy  will  not  appt-ar  upon  it  tliis  canijKiii^m,  espec-ially  u.s  am  force 
is  increasing  by  tlie  udditinn  <>f  gomlolas,  t  wo  nearly  fiiiLshed.  Arnold, 
however,"  —  whose  tecluucul  knowledge  caused  him  to  be  intrusted 
witli  the  naval  preparatiioiis,  —  "  says  that  800  carpenteta  ahcHild  be 
employed  and  a  large  number  of  gondolas,  row-galleys,  etc.,  be  built, 
twenty  or  thirty  at  least.  There  is  great  diflSculty  in  getting  the 
carpenters  needed.*'  Aniold*a  ideas  were  indeed  on  a  scale  worthy 
of  the  momentous  issues  at  strike.  ^*To  augment  our  navy  on  the 
lake  appears  to  me  of  the  utmost  importance.  There  is  water  Ije- 
tween  Crown  Point  and  Pointe  au  Fit  for  vesMcls  of  tlic  lar!:jrst  size. 
I  am  of  opinion  tluit  row-galleys  air  \\\v  Ix-st  ronsti  ucliun  an<l  cheap- 
est fur  liiis  lake.  Perhaps  it  may  hv.  wt  ll  to  have  *»ne  frigate  of  36 
guiis.  She  may  carry  IS-poundera  on  the  Lake,  and  be  superior  tu 
any  vessel  that  can  be  built  or  floated  from  St  JohnV* 

Unfortunately  for  the  Americans,  their  resources  in  men  and 
means  were  far  inferior  to  those  of  their  opponents,  who  were  able 
eventually  to  carry  out,  though  on  a  somewhat  smaller  scale,  Arnold's 
idea  of  a  .sailing  ship,  strictly  so  called,  of  force  as  yet  Unknown  in 
inland  waters.  Such  a  ship,  aided  as  she  was  by  two  consorts  of 
somowhat  similar  character,  dominated  the  Lake  as  soon  as  she  was 
ullo;it.  rt'\ L'l-sinij  all  the  conditions.  To  place  and  ocpiip  her,  luvwfvcr, 
required  time,  invaluable  time,  during  which  Arnold  s  two  schuonti-s 
exercised  control.  *'  If  we  could  have  begun  our  expedition  four 
weeks  earlier,"  wrote  Baron  Riedesel,  the  commander  of  the  German 
contingent  with  Carleton,  after  examining  the  Anieriean  position  at 
Ticonderoga,  I  am  satisfied  that  everything  would  have  been  ended 
this  year  (1776);  but,  not  having  shelter  nor  other  necessary  things, 
we  wc'i  (■  tuiable  to  remain  at  the  other  [southemj  end  of  Chaniplaiu.** 
So  delay  favours  the  defence,  and  changes  issues.  What  would  have 
liccn  tlic  L'lTcct  upon  the  American  cannt*  if,  simultaneously  with  the 
l«>ss  of  New  York.  August  20th-Septemix*r  lath,  had  coiiu'  tht-  news 
that  Ticonderoga,  whose  repute  for  strength  sioo<l  liigh,  Imd  also 
fallen  ?  Nor  was  this  all ;  for  in  that  event,  the  plan  which  was 
wrecked  in  1777  by  Sir  William  Howe's  tlloconceived  expedition  to 
the  Cbeeapeake,  would  doubtless  have  been  carried  out  in  1776.  In 
a  contemporary  English  psper  occurs  the  following  significant  item : 
**  Loh«lon,  September  26th,  177»>.  Advices  have  been  received  here 
from  Canada,  dated  August  112th,  that  (ieneral  Burgoyne's  army  has 
found  it  impracticable  to  get  across  tlie  lakes  this  season.   The  naval 
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force  of  the  Pro^nncials  is  too  great  for  them  to  contend  with  at 
pri'S(>nt.  They  must  build  larger  vessels  for  this  pnj-pose,  and  tliose 
cannoi  be  ready  before  next  summLT.  The  design  tvas^  that  tliu  two 
armies  commanded  by  Generals  iiowo  and  liurgoyue  should  c*>- 
opexate ;  that  they  should  hoth  be  on  the  Hudson  River  at  the  same 
time ;  that  fhey  should  join  about  Albany,  and  thereby  cut  off  all 
communication  between  the  northern  and  southern  Cdonies*'*' 

As  Arnold's  more  ambitious  soheme  could  not  he  realised,  he  had 
to  content  himself  ivith  gondolas  and  galleys,  for  the  force  he  was 
to  command  as  well  as  to  buihl.  The  precise  difference  lietween  the 
two  kinds  of  rowing  vessels  thus  distingtiished  by  nanu'.  the  writer 
has  not  been  aljli-  to  asct  ituin.  The  gondola  was  a  flat-bottomed  boat, 
and  inferior  in  nautical  qualities  —  speed,  handiness,  and  seaworthi- 
ness —  to  the  g-alleys,  which  probably  were  keeled.  The  latter  cer- 
tainly conied  sails,  and  may  have  been  capable  of  beating  to  windward. 
Arnold  preferred  them,  and  stopped  the  building  of  gondolas.  **The 
galleys,'*  he  wrote,  "are  quick  moving,  which  will  give  us  a  great 
advantage  in  the  open  lake."  The  complements  of  the  galleys  were 
eigh^  men,  of  the  gondolas  forty-Bve ;  from  which,  and  frotn  their 
Uitteries,  it  may  be  inferred  tliat  the  latter  were  Ijetweeu  one  thiitl 
and  one  half  the  size  of  the  former.  Tlic  armaments  of  the  two  wr  re 
alike  hi  chamcter,  but  those  of  ilic  gondulaa  much  lighter.  American 
aceount.s  agree  with  (^^}>uua  Douglas's  rejwrt  of  one  galley  captured 
by  the  British.  In  the  bows,  an  18  and  a  12-poimder;  in  the  stem, 
2  nines ;  in  broadside,  from  4  to  6  sizes.  There  is  in  this  a  some- 
what droll  reminder  of  the  disputed  merits  of  bow,  stem,  and 
broadside  fire,  in  a  modem  ixon<clad;  and  the  pnietical  conclusion 
is  much  the  same.  The  gondolas  had  one  IS^under  and  2  sixes. 
All  the  vessels  of  both  parties  carried  a  uumba  of  swivel  guns. 

Amid  the  many  tliffieulties  which  lack  of  resources  imj>osed  njK>n 
all  Anu^rican  undertakings.  Arnold  succeeded  in  getting  afloat  with 
three  schooners,  a  sloop,  and  Iivl-  j^ondolas,  on  the  20th  of  AnL^nst. 
He  crui.sed  Jit  the  upper  end  of  Champlain  till  the  1st  of  Septeuiljcr, 
when  he  moved  rapiiUy  nortlii,  and  on  the  8rd  anchored  in  the  lower 
narrows,  twenty-five  miles  above  St  John's,  stretching  his  line  from 
shore  to  shore.  Scouts  had  kept  him  informed  of  the  progress  of 
the  British  naval  preparations,  so  that  be  knew  that  there  was  no 
imnudiate  danger;  while  an  advanced  position,  mnintained  with  a 
bold  front,  would  certainly  prevent  reconnoissances  by  water,  and 

'  Anthor't  lU]ica.  '  Rmtuibrmiurt  iv. 
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pomiUy  might  impose  somewliat  upon  the  enemy.  The  latter,  bow- 
evOT,  erected  batteries  on  each  side  of  the  anchoriige,  conipelliiig 
Arnold  to  full  back  to  the  broader  Lake.  He  then  lu.d  soundings 
taken  nboiit  Valcour  Island,  and  between  it  and  the  western  shore ; 
that  being  ilie  poBition  in  which  he  intended  to  make  a  stand.  He 
retired  tliither  on  tlie  23rd  of  September. 

The  British  on  their  side  had  contended  with  no  les,s  obstacles 
than  their  advmaries,  though  of  a  somewhat  diffei-ent  character. 
To  get  carpentem  and  materials  to  build,  and  seamen  to  man,  iivere 
the  chief  difficulties  of  the  Americans,  the  necessities  of  the  sea- 
board conceding  but  parfciallj  the  demands  made  upon  it ;  but  their 
vessels  were  built  upon  the  shores  of  the  Lake,  and  launched  into 
navigable  waters.  A  large  fleet  of  transports  and  ships  of  war  in 
the  St  Lawrence  supplied  the  British  with  adequate  resouroes,  wliich 
were  utilised  judiciously  and  energetirally  by  C'.i]»t;uu  Douglas;  but 
to  get  these  to  the  Lake  was  a  long  and  arduous  uisk.  A  great 
part  of  the  Richelieu  Kiver  \viu>  bhoai,  and  obstructed  by  rapids. 
The  point  where  Lake  navigation  began  was  at  St.  John's,  to  which 
the  nearest  approach,  by  a  hundred-ton  schooner,  from  the  St.  Law- 
rence, was  Chambly,  ten  miles  below.  Flat>boats  and  long-boats 
could  be  dragged  up  steeam,  but  vessels  of  any  size  had  to  be  tranih 
ported  by  land;  and  tfie  i  iL^imti-s  found  tlie  roadbed  too  soft  in 
places  to  bear  the  weight  of  a  humlied  tons.  Under  Douglas's  direc- 
tions, the  planking  and  framos  of  two  schooners  were  taken  down 
at  C!iaml)!y,  and  carried  round  by  road  to  St.  John's,  where  they 
u'jrc  again  put  together.  At  Quebec  he  found  buihling  a  new  hull, 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  tona.  This  he  took  apart  nearly  to  Uie 
keel,  shipping  the  frames  in  thirty  long-boats,  which  the  tiunsport 
captains  consented  to  surrender,  together  with  their  carpenteis,  for 
service  on  the  Lake.  Drafts  from  the  shipe  of  war,  and  volunteers 
from  the  transports,  funushed  a  body  of  seven  hundred  seamen  for 
the  same  employment, — a  force  to  which  the  Americans  could  op- 
pose nothing  equal,  commanded  as  it  was  by  regular  naval  officers. 
The  largest  vessel  was  sliip-rigged,  and  had  a  1  ittcry  of  eighteen 
12-poundei-s ;  she  was  ealled  tlie  Inf  cnhh-,  and  was  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  John  Schanck.  Tlie  iwo  seliooiiers.  Afariity  Lieutenant 
Starke,  and  CarUtoii,  Lieutenant  James  Kieliard  Dacres,  l  arricd  re- 
spectively fourteen  and  twelve  B^onnders.  These  were  the  backbone 
of  the  British  flotilla.  There  were  also  a  radeau,  the  2%under9ry  and 
a  large  gondola,  the  Loyal  Convert^  both  heavily  armed;  but,  being 
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equally  beayjr  of  moyement,  they  do  not  appear  to  have  played  any  im- 
portant part.  Besidee  these,  when  the  expeditioa  atarted,  there  were 
twenty  gonboatB,  each  eanying  one  fieldpiece,  from  twenty-fouia  to 
9>pounder» ;  or,  iii  8omo  cases,  howitzers.' 

**By  all  these  means."  wrote  Donrijlas  nn  July  2l8t,  "our  acquir- 
ing an  iilwolute  dotniiiion  ovt  r  Lakf  Chaiiipliiin  is  not  donhted  of." 
The  expectntion  was  perfectly  sound.  With  a  workinj?  hi^eeze,  the 
lajlcxihlc  alone  could  sweep  the  Lake  clear  of  all  that  floated  on  it. 
Hut  the  element  4^  time  remained.  From  the  day  of  thie  writing 
till  that  on  which  he  saw  the  h^teseHtk  leave  St  John^a,  Octobo- 
4th,  was  over  ten  weeks  t  and  it  was  not  until  the  9th  tliat  Carieton 
was  ready  to  advance  wltli  the  squadron.  By  that  time  the  .Ameri- 
can troops  at  the  head  of  the  Lake  had  increased  to  eight  or  ten 
thonsaiid.  Tlif  British  land  foree  is  reported''  as  thirteen  thotisand, 
of  which  six  thousand  were  iii  garrison  at  St  John's  and  else- 
where. 

Arnold's  last  reinforcements  reached  him  at  Valcour  on  the  6th 
of  Octoher.  On  that  day,  and  in  the  aetbn  of  the  11th,  he  had  with 
him  all  the  American  veesels  on  the  Lake,  except  one  schooner  and 
one  galley.  His  force,  thus,  was  two  sdiooneia  and  a  stoop,  hioad- 
side  vessels,  besides  four  galleys  and  eight  gonddhis,  wliich  may  be 
nssumcfl  reasonably  to  have  depended  on  their  Iniwguns;  there,  at 
least,  was  (heir  heaviest  fire.  Thus  rerkoneth  !iis  flotilla,  disi>0Bed  ta 
the  In'st  advantage,  could  bring  into  action  at  «jne  time,  2  eif^liteens, 
l^i  twelves,  1  nine,  2  sixes,  12  fours,  and  2  2-|K)UuiU'i>i,  iailejMjndent 
of  swivels ;  total,  32  guns,  out  of  eighty-four  that  were  mounted  in 
fifteen  vessels.  To  this  the  British  had  to  oppose,  in  three  hKoadstd* 
vessels,  9  twelves  and  13  sixes,  and  in  twenty  gunboats,  20  other 
brass  guns,  **from  twenty-fours  to  nines,  some  with  hovritzers ;  ** ' 
total,  42  guns.  In  tJiis  statement  the  radeau  and  gondola  have  not 
lieen  included,  because  ol  their  unmanageabltMutss.  Included  as 
hnia<lside  vessels,  they  would  rnise  the  l'>iltish  armament  —  by  8 
twenty-fours,  3  twelves,  4  nines,  and  a  howitzer — t(i  a  totid  of  53 
guns.  Actually,  they  could  Ije  brought  into  action  tuily  under  ex- 
ceptional circumstances,  and  are  more  properly  omitted. 

>  Tb«  rodMit  had  »jx  S4-pottnd«n,  dz  12*«,  and  two  Iiowilxen;  the  gondola, 

>evfti  9-poiiiuU'rs.    Tin;  jNirticulars  of  nrmnniont  ftiu  frmi  Di  ii-la-^'i  Trtti  rs. 

'  By  Araericaa  reports.  Beatmn  pives  the  force  8«nt  out,  iit  the  »pruig  of  1770, 
as  13,357.  ('Un.  and  Xav.  Uenurim;  vi.  44.) 

*  OougWa  letlcni. 
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These  minntue  are  necesBaiy  for  tihe  proper  appieeiatioii  of  what 
Captain  Dong^laa  justly  called  "  a  momentous  event.*'   It  was  a  strife 

of  pigmies  for  the  pi  i/.L'  of  a  continent) 'and  the  leaders  aru  entitled 
to  full  credit  both  for  their  antecedoiit  energy  and  for  their  dispo> 
sitions  in  tlie  contest;  not  least  tlie  iiiiliapj)}-  mnn  who,  !ia\ing  done 
so  much  to  save  his  country,  afterwards  blustcil  his  tianie  l)V  a  tii;!- 
son  unsurpassed  in  modern  war.  Energfv  nn<l  audacity  had  so  far 
preserved  the  Lake  to  the  Americans;  Arnoitl  ilcicnniueil  to  have 
one  more  try  of  the  chaneea.  He  did  not  know  the  fall  force  <A 
the  enemy,  bat  he  expected  that  it  would  be  very  formidable,  if 
not  equal  to  ours.**  *  The  season,  however,  was  so  near  its  end  that 
a  severe  check  would  equal  a  defeat,  aad  would  postpone  Carleton*B 
further  advance  to  the  next  spring.  Besides,  what  was  the  worth  of 
such  a  force  as  the  American,  such  a  flotilla,  under  tlie  guns  of  Ti< on- 
dems^a,  the  I.aT<o  being  lost?  It  was  eminently  a  case  for  t^ikin^ 
chances,  evi  n  if  llio  dctai  hiiu'iit  should  In-      rificed.  as  it  was. 

Arnold's  ori^iiiiil  pnrjtose  liad  hi-en  i  ^  liLfht  undfr  way  ;  and  it 
was  from  this  j)oiut  of  view  UiaL  he  vaiiuai  the  galleys,  Ijecaiixe  of 
their  moUlity.  It  is  uncertain  when  he  first  learned  of  the  rig  and 
batteiy  of  the  Infle^e;^  but  a  good  look-out  was  kept,  and  the 
Britmh  squadnm  was  sighted  from  Valcour  when  it  quitted  the  nar- 
rows. It  may  have  been  seen  even  earlier;  for  Carleton  had  been 
informed,  erroneously,  that  tlie  Americans  were  near  Grand  Island, 
which  led  him  to  incline  to  that  side,  and  so  open  out  Valcour 
sooner.  The  liritish  anchored  for  the  night  of  OctoU'r  10th,  be- 
tween (ir.\nd  and  Lon^'  -  Inlands.  Getting  under  way  next  morning, 
tliey  sUkxI  up  the  Lake  vvitli  a  stronj*^  north-east  wind,  keeping  along 
Grand  Island,  upon  which  their  attention  doulith.ss  wius  tiistened  by 
the  intelligence  which  they  had  received ;  but  it  was  a  singular  negli- 
gence thus  to  run  to  leeward  with  a  fair  wind,  without  thorough 
scouting  on  twib  hands.  The  consequence  was  tliat  the  American 
flotilla  was  not  discovered  unlal  Valcour  Island,  which  is  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  fe»;t  high  throu<:h- 
out  its  two  miles  of  length,  was  so  far  {xisschI  that  the  attack  had 
to  be  made  from  the  south,  —  from  leewanl. 

*  Duuglau  thought  that  the  appearuiice  of  th«>  luJiixMe  wan  a  coiupletc  ourprise; 
tiQt  Arnold  had  been  iafonned  tint  »  thinl  ve8«el,  lat^r  than  the  Khoonen,  wrh 
W'hrx  -^fl  up.  With  n  man  of  his  chaniotvr,  it  U  iiniiosxibh'  to  be  mUV,  ttOta  hi» 
IctU-ra  to  his  superior,  bow  much  he  kuew,  or  what  h«  withheld. 

*  Now  culled  North  H«ro. 


MAiOS.  OFEJUmm  1762-1783. 


[1778. 


When  the  British  were  fixst  made  out,  Arnold's  second  in  com* 
mandi  Waterbuty,  urged  that  in  view  4^  the  eiiemy*s  superiority  the 
flotQla  should  get  undw  way  at  once,  and  fight  them  <^oa  a  retreat 
in  the  main  Lake ;  **  the  harbor  being  disadvantageous  **  to  fight  a 

number  so  much  superior,  and  the  enemy  being  able  to  surround  us 
on  every  side,  we  lying  between  an  inland  and  the  mnin."  With 
sounder  judgment,  Ai-nold  (It  ciili'd  to  Imld  on.  A  retreat  Ijefore 
square-rigged  sailing  vessels  having  a  fair  wind,  by  a  heterogeneous 
force  like  liis  own,  of  unequal  speeds  and  batteries,  could  result 
only  in  disaster.  Concerted  fire  and  successful  escape  were  alike 
in^iobable ;  and  besides,  escape,  if  feasible,  was  but  throwing  up  the 
game.  Better  trust  to  a  steady,  well-ordered  position,  developiDg 
the  utmost  fire>  If  the  enemy  discovered  him,  and  came  in  by  the 
northern  entrance,  there  was  a  tive-foot  knoll  in  mid-cliannel  which 
niii^ht  fetch  the  biggest  of  them  rip;  if,  as  proved  to  l)c  the  ciuse, 
the  island  should  be  passed,  and  llie  attack  should  Ik?  niadt,-  liv»ni 
k'owaid,  it  probably  would  l>e  partial  and  in  disorfler,  as  also  haj>- 
jieued.  Tlie  correctness  of  Arnold's  decision  not  to  chance  a  retreat 
was  shown  in  the  retreat  of  two  days  later. 

Valcour  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  Lake,  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  from  the  main ;  but  a  peninsula  projecting  from  the  island 
at  mid-length  narrows  this  inter\'al  to  a  half-mile.  From  the  ar- 
countij,  it  is  clear  that  the  American  flotilla  lay  south  of  this  penin- 
sula. Arnold  had,  therefoit;,  a  reasonable  hope  tliat  it  misfht  l>e 
passed  undetected.  Writing  to  Gates,  the  cominander-in-chief  at 
Ticonderoga,  he  said  :  "  There  is  a  good  harbor,  uud  if  the  enemy 
venture  up  the  Lake  it  will  be  imposhiljle  for  tliem  to  take  advan- 
tage of  our  situation.  If  we  succeed  in  our  attack  upon  them,  it 
wiU  be  impossible  for  any  to  escape.  If  we  are  worsted,  our  retreat 
is  open  and  free.  In  case  of  wind,  which  generally  blows  fresh  at 
this  season,  our  craft  will  make  good  weather,  while  theirs  cannot 
keep  the  Lake."  It  is  apparent  from  this,  written  three  weeks  Ik;- 
fore  the  battle,  that  he  then  was  not  exjH'cting  a  f(nve  materially 
diffcrrtit  from  his  own.  I.atrr.  he  deseril)es  his  positicm  as  Ix^ing 
♦Mn  a  small  hay  oil  the  west  side  of  the  i.slaud,  as  near  to<^etlu  i  as 
jxissible.  and  in  such  a  form  that  few  vessels  can  attack  us  at  the 
siuue  time,  and  those  will  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  whole 
fleet"  Though  he  unfortunate  ly  gives  no  details,  he  evidently  had 
sound  tactical  idess.  The  formatitm  of  the  anchored  vessels  is  de> 
scribed  by  the  British  officers  as  a  faalf-moon. 
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When  the  Rritish  discovered  the  enemy,  they  hauled  up  for 
them.  Arimld  onU'ifd  ouv  of  his  schooiiera,  tlic  ]ii>ij>il  S"r'i-/t\  and 
tiic  foiu  guUcys,  u>  g^'t  under  way;  tlie  two  otiier  scdnnnieiy  iind 
the  eight  gondolas  rctmiiaing  at  their  ancbois.  The  JRoyal  Savaycy 
dropping  to  leevnrd,  —  by  bad  management,  Arnold  Bajns*  —  ciinie, 
apparently  unsupported,  under  the  distant  fire  of  the  Ttifieaahie^  as 
she  drew  under  the  lee  of  Valeour  at  11  a.m^  followed  by  the 
Carletwi,  and  at  greater  distance  by  the  Maria  and  the  gunboats. 
Three  shots  from  the  ship's  12>pounder»  stniek  the  lioynl  Samge^ 
which  then  ran  ashore  on  the  southern  point  of  the  island.  The 
Injlc.iibh\  followed  clo>!<  ly  hy  the  Caileton,  continued  on.  but  fiivd 
onlv  ncon.»<ionidly ;  showiiiL,'  th;it  Amohl  was  kt  i  ping  his  galley*  in 
liuntl,  at  long  Ixiwls,  —  as  simill  vt.s.sels  with  one  eighteen  should  Ije 
kept,  when  confronted  with  a  broadmde  of  nine  guns.  Between 
the  island  and  the  main  the  north-east  wind  doubtless  drew  more 
northerly,  adverse  to  the  shipa^  approach;  but,  a  flaw  off  the  cliffs 
taking  the  fore  and  aft  sails  of  the  (7ar/«lo»,  she  fetched  nearly  into 
the  middle  of  the  reWl  half-moon,  where  Lii  ntrnant  J.  R.  Dacres  in- 
trepidly anchored  with  a  spring  on  hi  r  cable."  The  Maritt,  on  board 
which  was  Carletou.  tof^f  ther  with  Commander  Thomas  Pringle, 
commanding  the  flotilla,  was  to  leeward  when  tiio  eha^^e  l)egan,  and 
could  not  p't  into  close  action  that  day.  Ry  this  Uww.  seventeen 
of  ihc  IwciiLy  gunboats  lixul  come  up,  and,  after  t>ilencing  the  Roijal 
Savu(/c,  pulled  up  to  within  point-blank  range  of  the  American  flotilla. 

The  cannonade  was  tremendous,**  wrote  Baron  Riedesel.  Lieutenant 
Edward  LfOngcrof  t,  of  the  rodeau  Tkundtrert  not  being  able  to  get  hia 
raft  into  action,  went  with  a  boat*s  crew  on  board  th.e  Soyal  Savage^ 
and  for  a  lime  turned  her  guns  upon  her  former  friends ;  but  the  fire 
of  the  latter  forced  him  again  to  afaaudon  her;  and  it  seemed  so  likely 
that  she  might  he  retaken  t!)at  she  was  set  on  fire  hv  Licutennnt 
Starke  nf  the  Maria,  when  already  two  relnd  Imats  wt  n'  wry  near 
her.  She  soon  after  blew  up.*'  The  American  guns  couvi  ii,nng  ou 
the  Carkton  in  her  central  puiiitiou,  she  sulVered  severely.  Her  coin* 
niander,  Lieutenant  Dacres^  was  knocked  senseless ;  another  officer 
lost  an  arm ;  only  Mr.  Edward  Pellew,  afterwards  Lord  Exmonth, 
remained  fit  for  duty.  The  spring  being  shot  away,  she  swung  bows 
on  to  the  enemy,  and  her  fire  was  thus  silenced.  Captain  Pringle 
siixnall.  d  («.  Iicr  to  withdraw;  l>ut  she  was  unable  to  obey.  To  pay 
her  head  otT  tlie  rifrht  way,  Pellew  himself  had  to  get  out  on  the 
bowsprit  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  to  bear  the  jib  over  tcv 
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windward ;  but  to  make  8ail  seems  to  have  been  impossible.  Two 
aztillexy  boats  were  sent  to  her  aMistanoe,  **w]iich  towed  her  off 
through  a  very  thick  fire,  until  out  of  farther  reach,  much  to  the 
honour  of  Mr.  John  Curling  and  Mr.  Patrick  Carnegy,  master's  mate 

and  midshipman  of  the  /m,  who  conducted  tliera;  and  of  Mr. 
Edwui-d  I'ellew,  mate  tif  the  Bionde^  who  threw  the  tow-rope  from 
the  C'trhfona  bowsprit."  '  Tliis  service  nn  Itoard  the  Carlcton  started 
I'cllew  (111  ]\h  mid  to  fortune;  but,  singuiariy  enougli,  the  lieiitentmcy 
jiroiuiscd  iiiiu  in  coiibciiucuce,  by  Ixtth  the  F^irst  Lord  and  Ix)rd  Howe, 
was  delayed  by  the  fact  that  he  stayed  at  thi;  front,  iiustcad  of  going 
to  the  rear,  where  he  would  have  been  within  dieir  jurisdiction."  * 
The  Caritton  had  two  feet  of  water  in  the  hold,  and  had  lost  eight 
killed  and  six  wounded,  about  half  her  crew,  when  she  anehored 
out  of  fire.  In  this  small  but  stirring  business,  the  Americans,  in 
addition  to  tlie  Ror/al  Savage,  had  lost  one  gondola.  Besides  the 
injuries  to  the  C^iHefon,  a  British  artillety  boat>  commanded  by  a 
German  li»^'utenant,  was  sunk.  Towards  evonini^  the  Injfirible  got 
within  poiiit-liliink  shot  of  the  Americans,  when  tii  r-  liroiidsidrs." 
wrote  Dougkus,  silenced  tlieir  wliole  line."'  One  tivsli  ship,  wiUi 
scantling  for  sea-going,  and  a  concentrated  Ijattery,  has  an  unques- 
tioned advantage  over  a  dozen  light-built  cmft,  carrying  one  or  two 
guns  eavli,  and  Slieady  several  hours  engaged. 

At  nightfall  the  Inflex^  dropped  out  of  range,  and  the  British 
squadron  anchored  in  line  of  battle  across  the  southern  end  of  the 
passage  between  the  island  and  the  main;  some  vessels  were  ex- 
tended also  to  the  eastward,  into  the  Ojpen  Lake.  The  best  part 
of  mv  intelliijtMirp."  wrot*'  Bnrffovne  noxt  day  from  St.  .fohn's.  to 
Douglas  at  Quebec,  "is  thai  our  whole  fleet  wa.s  foiiiu'd  in  line 
almve  the  enemy,  and  consequently  thoy  must  have  surrendered  this 
morning,  or  given  us  battle  on  our  own  terms.  The  Indians  uud 
light  troo{»  are  abreast  witix  the  fleet ;  they  cannot,  therefore,  escape 
by  land.**  The  British  squadron  sharing  this  confidence,  a  pro^H-r 
look<out  was  not  kept  The  American  leader  immediately  held  a 
conference  with  his  ofiicers,  and  decided  to  attempt  a  retreat,  **  which 
was  done  with  such  secrecy,"  writes  Waterlwiy,  "that  we  went 
through  them  entiiely  undiscovered."  Tlie  movement  began  ai 
7  i\M..  a  fT:il!(«y  leading,  tlie  gondolas  and  schonners  following,  and 
Arnold  and  liLs  second  bringing  up  tlie  rear  in  the  two  heaviest  gal- 
leys.   This  delicate  o^Msiutiou  was  favoured  by  a  heavy  fog,  which 

^  Uvuglns'ti  letter.  '  Sandwich  to  Pellew. 
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did  not  clear  till  next  morninp^  at  eight.  As  the  Ameii^  aus  stoh^ 
by,  they  could  not  see  any  o[  the  hostile  sliips.  By  daylighL  Lhi*y 
were  oat  of  sight  of  the  Britiftb*  Riedesel,  speaking  of  tUis  event, 
says,  **Tho  shipi  anchored,  secure  of  the  enemy,  who  stole  off 
during  the  night,  and  sailing  round  the  left  wing,  aided  by  a 
favourable  wind,  escaped  under  darkness.'*  The  astonishment  next 
morning,  he  continues,  was  great,  as  was  Carle  ton's  rage.  The  lat> 
ter  started  to  pursue  in  such  a  hurry  tliat  he  forgot  to  leave  uixlers  » 
for  the  troops  wliieli  had  iK'on  landed;  but,  failin*,'  to  discover  the 
fugitives,  he  retiirm-il  and  remained  at  Valcour  till  iii[,Hittall,  when 
scouts  brought  woiti  that  the  enemy  were  at  Schuyler's  island,  eight 
miles  above. 

The  retreat  of  the  Americans  bad  been  embarrassed  by  their 
injuries,  and  by  the  wind  coming  out  ahead.  They  were  obliged  to 
anchor  on  the  12th  to  repair  damages,  both  hulls  and  sails  having 
suffered  severely.   Arnold  took  the  precaution  to  write  to  Crown 

Point  for  l)uti>aux,  to  tow  in  case  of  a  southerly  winds  but  time  was 
not  allowed  for  these  to  arrive.  Two  gondolas  had  io  be  sunk  on 
account  <»f  their  injuries,  making  three  of  that  cla.ss  so  far  lost.  The 
rftrtat  was  rcsunied  at  2  p.m.,  but  the  breeze  wtis  fresh  from  tlie 
suuihward,  and  the  gondolas  made  very  little  way.  At  evening  the 
British  chased  again.  That  night  the  wind  moderated,  and  at  diiy- 
break  the  American  flotilla  was  twenty-eight  miles  from  Crown 
Point, — fourteen  from  Valcour,  having  still  five  mUes*  start. 
Later,  however,  by  Aniold*s  report,  <*the  wind  again  breezed  up  to 
the  southward,  so  that  we  guned  very  little  either  by  beating  or  row- 
ing. At  the  same  time  the  Liieniy  took  a  fresh  breeze  fri>nt  north- 
eiist,  and,  by  the  time  we  had  r(  lu  hed  Split  Rock,  wei-e  alongside  of 
u.x."  The  galhn^  nf  Arnf)M  and  WaterlHiry,  the  Ci>n^frrf;s  and  the 
Wnahiiujton^  had  thmuj^hoiit  kept  in  the  rear,  and  now  ri'(fi\ cd  the 
brunt  of  the  attack,  maile  by  the  Injlejyible  and  tlic  two  s(  Iinniins, 
which  had  entirely  distanced  their  sluggish  consorts.  This  ligiit  wa.s 
in  the  upper  narrows,  where  the  Lake  is  from  one  to  three  miles 
wide ;  and  it  lasted,  by  Arnold's  report,  for  five  glasses  (two  hours 
and  a  half),*  the  Americans  continually  retreating,  until  about  ten 
miles  from  Crown  Point  There,  the  WadixngUm  having  struck 
some  time  Ixjfore,  and  final  escape  being  impossible,  Arnold  ran  his 
own  tr:»!loy  and  f(mr  gondolas  ashore  in  a  small  creek  on  tiie  cast 
side ;  pulling  to  windward,  with  the  cool  judgment  that  ImwI  marked 
>  Beateon,  <  Nar.  and  llil.  Memoin,'  aaya  two  bnnrK. 
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all  his  conduct,  so  tliat  the  enemy  could  not  follow  him  —  except  in 
small  bf>ats  with  which  he  cfnild  deal.  There  he  set  his  vessels  on 
fire,  and  st(M>d  by  them  until  as-suied  that  tliey  would  hlow  up  with 
their  (lugs  flying.  He  then  letieuted  to  Ciuuu  Point  ihiougii  the 
woodi$,  ^  despite  the  savages ;  "  a  phrase  v^ich  concludes  Um  singu- 
lar aquatic  contest  with  a  quaint  touch  of  local  colour. 

In  three  <]ays  of  %hting  and  retreating  the  Americans  had  lost 
one  schooner,  Uto  galleys,  {uid  seven  gondolas,  — in  all,  ten  vessels 
out  of  fifteen.  The  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  over  c  iirhty, 
twenty  odd  of  whom  were  in  Arnold's  galley.  The  original  force, 
numbering  seven  hundred,  had  been  decimated.  Considering  its  mw 
matcritil  and  the  lei  eaey  of  its  organisation,  words  can  scai-eely  exus?- 
geniie  iht;  heroism  of  the  resist4mce,  which  undoubtedly  depended 
chiefly  upon  the  peraonal  military  qualities  of  the  leader.  The  Brit- 
ish loss  in  killed  and  wounded  did  not  exceed  forty. 

The  little  American  navy  on  Cbamplain  was  wiped  out;  but 
never  had  any  force,  hig  or  small,  lived  to  better  purpose  or  died 
moi    4'    iously ;  for  it  had  saved  the  Lake  for  that  year.  Whatever 
deducU  iis  may  be  made  for  blunders,  and  for  circumstances  of  every 
characti  1.  wliich  made  the  British  camjiaign  of  .1777  abortive  and 
dinastrous,  and  so  led  directly  to  the  American  alliance  with  France 
in  1778,  the  delay,  with  all  tliat  it  involvml,  wiu>  obtained  b}^  the 
Lake  campaign  of  1776,    On  October  15th,  two  days  after  Amold^s 
final  defeat,  Carleton  dated  a  letter  to  Douglas  from  before  Crown 
Point,  whence  the  Am^ean  garrison  was  withdrawn.  A  week  later 
lUedesel  arrived,  and  wrote  that,  ^were  our  whole  army  here  it 
would  l)e  an  easy  matter  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their  endeiich- 
mente,"  at  Ticonderoga,  and  —  as  has  been  quoted  already  —  four 
weeks  sooner  would  have  insured  its  fall.    I(  is  but  a  coincidence 
that  just  four  weeks  had  been  required  to  set  uji  the  Tnjffxthle  at  St. 
John's;  but  it  tv]>ili^'^^  (he  whole  story.    Save  for  Arnold's  llotilhi. 
the  two  British  st  huaucrs  wouhl  have  settled  the  business.  »*Upon 
the  whole.  Sir,"  wrote  Douglas  in  hia  final  letter  from  Quebec  before 
sailing  for  England,  "  I  scruple  not  to  say,  that  had  not  General  Car* 
leton  authorised  me  to  teke  the  extraordinary  measure  of  sending  up 
the  InJtexiMe  from  Quebec,  things  could  not  this  year  havt  been 
brought  to  so  glorious  a  conclusion  on  Lake  Champlain."  Douglas 
further  showed  the  importance  attached  to  this  success  by  men  of 
that  day,  by  seudinir  a  s|M'cial  message  to  the  British  ambassador  at 
Madrid.  "  pi-esnming  that  the  early  knowledge  of  this  great  event 
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in  the  southern  parts  of  Europe  may  lie  nf  advaiitai,'e  lo  His  Majes- 
ty's service."  That  the  opinion  of  the  ^nnt  rnnuMit  was  similar  amy 
be  inferred  from  the  uuiuerous  rewanbi  bestowed.  Carletou  was 
made  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  DougUis  a  batonet 

lo  ifeo  case  when  the  British  and  the  Americitiifl  have  met  upon 
the  water,  has  a  serious  charge  of  personal  misconduct  been  proved 
against  any  individual ;  and  the  gallantry  shown  upon  occasion  by 
both  sides  upon  Lake  Champlain  iu  177G,  is  evident  from  the  fore- 
going narrative.  With  regard  to  the  direction  of  movements,  —  the 
skill  of  the  two  leaders,  —  the  same  equal  credit  cannot  Ije  assigned. 
It  was  a  ver\'  serious  blunder,  on  October  11th,  to  run  to  leewaixl, 
piiijsiug  a  coiicc alt'd  enemy,  undetect^^d,  upon  waters  so  perfectly  well 
known  m  those  of  Champlaia  were ;  it  having  been  the  scene  of  fre- 
quent British  operations  in  previous  wars.  Owing  to  this,  ^^the 
Maria^  because  of  her  distant  sttnation  (from  which  the  Lifr  dble 
and  Carhton  had  chased  by  signal)  when  the  rebels  were  first  dis- 
covered, and  bafiBing  winds,  could  not  get  into  close  action.**^  For 
the  same  reason  the  Ii^Uviblc  could  not  support  the  CitrUtm.  The 
Americans,  in  the  aggregate  distinctly  inferior,  were  thus  permitted 
a  concentration  of  superior  force  tipon  part  of  their  enemies.  It  is 
needless  to  enlarge  upon  the  niortif\  iii2f  incident  of  Arnold's  escape 
that  evi'ning'.  To  liken  small  thiriLrs  to  threat,  —  always  profitable 
iu  iuilit«iry  analysis,  —  it  resembled  Hood's  slipping  away  from  de 
Gtasse  at  St.  Kitts. 

In  conduct  and  courage,  Arnold's  behaviour  was  excellent  through* 
out.  Without  enlarging  upon  the  energy  which  created  the  flotilla, 
and  the  breadth  of  view  which  suggested  preparations  that  he  could 
not  enforce,  admiration  is  due  to  his  lecognitioti  of  the  fact — im- 
plicit in  deed,  if  unexpressed  in  word  —  that  tlie  one  use  of  the 
navy  was  to  contest  the  control  of  the  water ;  to  impose  delay,  even 
if  it  could  not  scrure  ultimate  victory.  No  wnrrl?*  could  say  more 
clearly  than  do  hifi  actions  that,  under  the  existing  condition**,  the 
navy  was  useless,  except  iw  it  contributed  to  that  end ;  valnclt  ss,  if 
buried  in  port.  Upon  this  rests  the  merit  of  his  bold  advance  into 
the  lower  narrows;  upon  this  his  choice  of  the  strong  defensive 
position  of  Valcour;  upon  this  his  refusal  to  retreat,  as  urged  by 
Watetboty,  when  the  full  force  of  the  enemy  was  disclosed,  —  a 

*  DongWs  lettefa.  The  Mnt«ne«  is  awkwavd,  bnt  eareflillj  compared  with  the 

copy  in  the  author's  hands.    Douglas  snvfi.  of  the  (letnil^  he  gives,  that  **th(qr  have 
been  collected  with  the  most  scnipolons  circumspectioii." 
VOL  III  — 14 
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decisbn  justified,  or  mther,  illustiated,  by  the  advantages  which  tiie 
aceidents  of  the  day  threw  into  bis  hands.  His  pezaonal  gallantly 
was  coospicttons  there  as  at  all  times  of  his  life.      His  countrymen,'* 

said  a  jjonerous  enemy  of  that  day,  "cbiefly  gloried  in  the  dangerous 
attention  winch  hf  jmid  to  a  nioe  point  of  honour,  in  keepin*,'  his  flftg 
flying,  and  not  quittiug  his  galley  till  she  was  in  flumes,  le.st  the 
enemy  should  huvu  boarded,  and  struck  it/*  It  is  not  the  IciUit  of 
the  injuries  done  to  bis  nation  in  after  years,  that  he  should  have 
silenced  this  boast  and  {^^Mied  this  glorious  record  by  so  black  an 
infiuny. 

With  the  destruction  of  fiie  flotilla  ends  the  naval  story  of  the 
Lakes  during  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution.  Satisfied  that 
it  was  too  late  to  proceed  against  Ticonderoga  that  year,  Carleton 
withdrew  to  St.  John's  and  into  winteiMjuarters.  The  follow- 
ing year  the  ent<»rpri8e  was  resumed  under  General  Burj^uyne  ;  but 
Sir  William  Howe,  instead  of  co-openiting  by  an  advance  up  the 
Hndson,  which  was  the  plan  of  1776,  carried  his  army  to  Chesapeake 
Bay,  to  act  thence  against  Phikdelphia.  Burgoyne  took  Ticonde- 
roga and  forced  his  way  as  far  as  Saratoga,  sixty  miles  from  Ticon- 
deroga and  thirty  from  Albany,  vdiere  Howe  should  have  met  him. 
There  he  was  brought  to  a  stand  by  the  army  which  the  Americans 
had  collected,  found  himself  unable  to  advance  or  to  retreat,  and  was 
forced  to  lay  down  his  arms  on  October  17th,  1777.  The  garrisons  left 
by  him  at  Ticondero_i:,ni  and  Crown  Point  retired  to  Canada,  and  the 
posts  were  re-occupied  by  tlie  Americans.  No  further  contest  took 
place  on  the  Lake,  though  the  British  vessels  remained  in  control  of 
it,  and  showed  themselves  from  time  to  time  up  to  1781.  With  the 
ontbveak  of  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  1778,  the  scene 
of  interest  shifted  to  salt  water,  and  there  remained  till  the  end. 

The  opening  conflict  between  Great  Britain  and  her  North  Ameri- 
can Colonies  teaches  clearly  the  neeessity,  too  rarely  recognised  in 
practice,  that  when  a  state  has  decided  to  use  force,  the  force  pro- 
vided should  Ije  adecjuate  fnun  tlio  first  It  ia  Ijetter  to  be  much  too 
strong  thuii  a  little  too  weak.  Seeing  the  evid«it  temper  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colonists,  fotce  would  be  needed  to  execute  the  Boston 
Port  Bill  and  its  companion  measures  of  1774;  for  the  Port  Bill 
especially,  naval  force.  The  supplies  for  1775  granted  only  18,000 
seamen,  — 2,000  less  than  for  the  previous  year.  Forl77n.  2S.O00 
seamen  were  voted,  and  the  total  apinropriations  rose  frran  £5,^6,000 
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to  £10,154,000;  but  it  was  then  too  late.  Hoston  wiis  evacuated  by 
the  British  army,  8,<)0()  strong,  on  tlie  ITtli  nf  March,  1776  ;  but 
alit'ady,  for  more  tli:in  li.ilf  a  yoiir,  llu'  sjucuding  spirit  of  revolt  in 
the  tliirteen  (\ilouies  huU  btJeu  eiicuiinti^ed  by  the  siglil  of  tlic  iiritish 
unny  cooped  up  in  the  town,  suffering  troni  want  ol"  necessaries,  while 
the  coloniiil  army  blockading  it  was  able  to  maintain  its  pcKtition, 
because  sliipe  laden  with,  stores  for  the  one  were  captured,  and  tlie 
cargoes  diverted  to  the  use  of  the  other.  To  secure  free  and  ample 
eommunications  for  one*s  self,  and  to  interrupt  those  of  the  opponent, 
are  among  the  first  requirements  of  war.  To  carry  out  the  measures 
of  the  British  government  a  naval  force  was  needed,  which  should  not 
only  prott-ct  the  approiii  li  of  its  own  transports  to  Boston  Bay,  but 
should  prevent  iiccess  to  all  coast  ports  whence  supplies  could  be 
curried  to  the  lilockiuliug  army.  So  i'iir  from  this,  the  squadron  was 
not  e<|uai,  iii  citiicr  number  or  quality,  to  tite  work  to  Ije  done  about 
Boston ;  and  it  was  not  until  October,  1775,  that  the  Adnunil  was 
authorised  to  capture  colonial  merchant  vessels,  which  therefore  went 
and  came  unmolested,  outside  of  Boston,  carrying  often  provisions 
which  found  their  way  to  Washington's  army. 

After  evacuating  Boston,  General  Howe  retired  to  Halifax,  there 
to  await  the  coming  of  reinforcements,  lx)th  military  and  naval,  and 
of  lu3  brother  Vice-Admiral  I^ord  Howe,  nppointerl  to  command  the 
North  American  Station,  (ieneral  Howe  was  coininander-in-ehief  of 
the  forces  throuj^hout  the  territory  extending  from  Nova  Scotia  to 
West  Florida ;  from  Halifax  to  Pensacola.  Tlie  lii-st  o])«ratiou  of 
the  campaign  was  to  be  the  reduction  of  New  York. 

The  British  government,  however,  had  several  objects  in  view, 
and  permitted  itself  to  be  distracted  from  the  single^inded  prosecu' 
tion  of  one  great  undertaking  to  other  subsidiary,  and  not  always 
■concentric,  operations.  Whether  the  control  of  the  line  of  the  Hud« 
son  and  Lake  Cliamplain  ought  to  have  been  sought  through  opera^ 
tions  beginning  at  botli  ends,  is  open  to  argument ;  the  facts  that  the 
Americans  were  back  in  Crown  Point  in  the  l>ef:rinninL,'  of  July,  and 
thut  Carlettjn's  13,000  men  got  no  farther  ilum  St.  Joliii's  that  year, 
suggest  that  the  greater  part  of  the  latter  force  would  have  been 
better  employed  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  than  about  Cham- 
plain.  However  that  may  be,  the  diversion  of  a  tltird  body,  respect- 
able in  point  of  numbers,  to  the  Carolinas,  is  scarcely  to  be  defended 
on  military  grounds.  The  government  was  induced  to  it  by  the 
expectation  of  local  support  from  royalists.  That  there  were  con- 
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liidenble  numbers  of  these  in  both  Colonics  in  certain ;  but  while 
military  operati<»i8  most  take  account  of  political  conditions,  the 
latter  should  not  be  allowed  to  overbaUaee  elementary  priru'iples 
of  the  military  art   It  is  said  that  General  Howe  disapproved  of 

this  cx-contric  movement. 

The  force  destined  for  the  Southern  coasts  assemhled  at  Cork 
toward??  the  end  of  1775.  and  sidled  thence  in  January,  1776.  The 
troops  were  Cdiiiuiaiuled  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  the  squadron  by  Nel- 
son's early  jiation,  ( Omraodoi-e  Sir  PettT  Parker,  whose  hmad  pen- 
nant wik*  hoisled  oa  Ixjard  the  Jlimlol,  oO,  Captain  John  Morris. 
After  a  boisterous  passage,  the  expedition  arrived  in  May  off  Cape 
Fear  in  North  Carolina,  where  it  wa^  juiued  by  2,000  men  under  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  Comwallis's  senior,  whom  Howe  had  detached  to  the 
southward  in  January,  by  the  govemment*s  orders.  Upon  his  appear* 
ance,  the  royalists  in  North  Carolina  had  risen,  headed  by  the  hus- 
Imnd  of  Flora  Maedonald,  \vh(me  name  thirty  ywn  licfore  hud  been 
ussociate<l  romantically  with  the  escape  of  the  young  Pretender,  hut 
who  had  aftei-wards  emigratrd  to  Ameriea.  The  risiii;^^.  however, 
had  li»;en  jiut  down,  and  Cliaimi  had  not  thought  it  exi>eilient  to  try 
a  serious  invitsion,  in  face  of  the  large  force  assembled  to  rt^sist  iiini. 
Upon  Parker*s  coming,  it  was  decided  to  make  an  attempt  upon 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  The  fleet  therefore  sailed  from  Cape 
Pear  on  the  Ist  of  June,  and  on  the  4th  anchored  off  Charleston  Biur. 

Charleston  Harbour  opens  between  two  of  the  Sea-Islands  whidi 
fringe  the  coasts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  On  the  north  is 
Sullivan's  Island,  on  the  south  James  Island.  The  bar  of  the  main 
entrance  was  not  ahrea»<t  the  month  of  the  port,  Init  some  distance 
south  of  it.  Inside  tlie  bir,  the  channel  turned  to  the  noilhward, 
and  thence  led  near  Sullivan's  Island,  the  southern  end  of  whirli 
WJis  therefore  chosen  jis  tin?  site  of  the  ru«le  fort  hastily  thrown  up 
to  meet  this  attack,  and  afterwards  called  Fort  Moultrie,  from  the 
name  of  the  oomnuinder.  From  these  conditions,  a  southerly  wind 
was  needed  to  bring  ships  into  action.  After  sounding  and  buoying 
the  bar,  the  transports  and  frigates  crossed  on  the  7th  and  anchored 
inside;  but  as  it  was  necessary  to  remove  some  of  the  JlristoFs  guns, 
she  could  not  follow  until  the  10th.  On  the  9th  Clinton  had  landed 
in  pei-son  with  five  hundred  men,  and  by  the  l.'jth  all  the  troops  had 
disend)arked  upon  Loner  Island,  ripxt  north  of  Sidlivan's.  It  was 
understood  that  tlie  inlet  lu  twren  the  two  was  furdable,  allowintf  the 
troops  to  co-operate  witli  ilic  nit\ul  attack,  by  diversion  or  otherwise  ; 
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bat  this  proved  to  be  a  mistake.  The  passage  was  seven  feet  deep 
at  low  water,  and  tliere  were  iin  means  for  crossing;  con8e<][Utfitly  a 
small  American  detachment  in  tlic  scrub  wood  of  the  island  was  suf- 
ficient to  cheek  any  movement  in  thut  quarter.  Tlie  fighting  there* 
fore  was  confined  to  the  cannonading  of  tlie  fort  by  the  ships. 

Circumstances  not  fully  explained  caused  the  attack  to  be  fixed 
for  the  23rd ;  an  inopportune  delay,  during  which  f^ie  Americans 
were  strengthening  their  Still  very  imperfect  defeaoes.  On  the  28rd 
tiie  wind  was  itafovouiable.  Oa  the  25th  the  Bxptrimmtt  50,  Cap- 
tain Alexander  Scott,  arrived,  creased  the  bar,  and,  after  taking  in 
her  gun.s  again,  was  ready  to  join  in  the  assault.  On  the  27th,  at 
10  A.M.,  tlie  shiijs  got  under  way  with  a  south-east  breeze,  but  this 
shifted  soon  afterwards  to  north-west,  and  they  had  to  anchor  aj^ain, 
alMiut  a  mile  nearer  to  Sullivan's  Island.  Ou  the  following  day  the 
wind  served,  and  the  attack  was  made. 

In  plan,  Fort  Moultrie  waa  square,  ^v  ith  a  bai^tiou  at  each  angle. 
In  oonstrnotitMi,  the  ndes  wei-e  palmetto  logs,  dov^isiled  ai^  bolted 
together,  laid  in  parallel  rows,  sixteen  feet  apart,  and  the  intoapace 
filled  with  sand.  At  the  time  of  the  engagement,  the  south  and  west 
fronts  were  finished ;  the  other  fronts  were  only  seven  feet  high,  but 
surmounted  by  thick  {>lank.s,  to  be  tenable  against  escalade.  Thirty- 
one  guns  were  in  plaee,  eighteen  and  nine  pounders,  of  which  twentj- 
one  were  on  the  south  face,  commanding  the  channel.  Within  was 
a  traverse  running  cast  and  west,  protecting  the  gunnei>;  from  shots 
from  the  rear;  but  there  was  no  such  cover  against  enfilading  fire, 
in  ciise  an  enemy's  ship  piitwed  tl»e  tort  and  anchored  above  iu  The 
general  opinion  before  tlie  acUon,"  Moultrie  sa^-s,  "and  especially 
among  sailors,  was  that  two  frigates  would  be  sufficient  to  knock  the 
town  about  our  ears,  notwithstanding  our  batteries."  .  Parkor  may 
have  shared  this  impiession,  and  it  may  aocount  for  his  leisure- 
liness.  When  the  action  began,  the  garrison  had  but  twenty-eight 
rounds  for  twentjT'Siz  camum,  but  this  deficiem^  was  unknown  to 
the  British. 

Parker's  plan  was  that  the  two  50'8,  Brixto!  and  E.'pnimtnit^  and 
two  28-gun  frigates,  the  Active,  Captnin  William  "Williams,  and  tlie 
Soleba^^  Captain  Thomas  Symonds,  aeeompanied  by  a  bomb-vessel,  the 
ThuTukr^  8,  Captain  James  Reid,  should  engage  tlie  main  front; 
while  two  frigates  of  the  same  class,  the  Aekton,  Captain  Christopher 
Atkins,  ai)d  the  Syren,  Captain  Christopher  Fameaux,  with  a  20^an 
corvette,  the  Sj^inx,  Captain  Anthony  Hunt,  should  pass  the  fort, 
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anchoring  to  the  westward,  np^hannel,  to  protect  the  hea^  vessel* 
against  fire-elupa,  as  well  as  to  enfilade  the  main  batterer.  The  older 
to  weigh  was  given  at  10.30  a.m.,  when  tlu'  Hootl-tide  liad  fairly 
made;  and  at  11.15  the  Active,  Bristol,  ami  Exptriment,  anchored  in 
lino  ahead,  in  the  order  named,  the  Acfire  to  the  citstward.  The 
Solebay  lay  outside  the  others,  abreast  the  intei  viil  btiw  een  the  oO's. 
The  ships  seem  to  have  taken  their  places  skilfully  and  without  con- 
fusion, and  their  fire,  which  opened  at  once,  was  rapid,  well-eustained, 
and  well-directed ;  bat  their  disposition  auffered  under  the  radical 
defect  that,  whether  from  actual  lack  of  water,  or  only  from  fear  of 
grounding,  diey  were  too  for  from  the  works  to  use  grape  effectively. 
The  sides  of  ahipa  heing  much  weaker  than  those  of  sliore  works, 
while  their  guns  were  much  more  numerous,  the  secret  of  success 
was  to  get  near  ennnc;^h  to  beat  down  the  hostile  fire  by  a  multitude 
of  projectiles.  1  ln'  boinlKvessel  Thunder  anchored  ahead,  and  out- 
side, of  the  AcLivt:,  sijuth-east  by  south  from  the  east  bastion  of  the 
engaged  front.  Her  shells,  though  well  aimed,  were  ineffective. 
*^  Moat  of  them  fell  within  the  fort,"  Moultiie  reported,  «*bttt  we  had 
a  moraas  in  the  middle,  which  swallowed  them  instantly,  and  thoee 
that  fell  in  the  sand  were  immediately  buried/*  During  the  action, 
the  mortar  bed  broke,  disabling  the  piece. 

Owing  to  (hf  scarcity  of  powder,  the  garrison  had  positive  oitlers 
not  to  engage  at  ranges  exceedinsf  four  Inuulred  yards.  Four  or  five 
shots  were  thrown  at  the  Active,  wliilf  still  under  sjvil,  but  with  this 
exception  the  furl  kept  silence  until  tiie  blu|>8  anchored,  at  a  disUiucc 
estimated  by  the  Americans  to  be  3d0  yards.  The  word  was  then 
passed  along  the  platfonn,  Mind  the  Commodore ;  mind  tlie  two 
SO-gun  ahipa," — an  order  which  was  strictly  obeyed,  as  the  losses 
show.  The  protection  of  the  work  {Moved  to  be  almost  perfect,  —  a 
fact  which  doubtless  contributt^^d  to  the  cocdness  and  precision  of  fire 
vitally  essential  with  such  deficient  resources.  The  texture  of  the 
palmetto  wood  Ruffcn  d  the  balls  to  sink  smoothly  into  it  without 
splinterinf:^,  ko  that  tlu'  facinp-  of  the  work  held  well.  At  times, 
when  three  or  fuur  bi<Muisi<les  .struck  together,  the  merlons  shook  so 
that  Moultrie  feared  they  woiUd  come  bodily  in ;  but  they  withstood, 
and  the  small  loss  inflicted  was  chiefly  through  the  embrasures.  The 
flagstaff  was  shot  away,  falling  outside  into  the  diteh,  but  a  young 
seigeant,  named  Jasper,  distingniBhed  himself  by  jumping  after  it, 
fetching  back  and  rehoisting  the  colouta  under  a  heavy  fire. 

In  the  squadron  an  equal  gallantry  was  shown  under  circum- 
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'  stAnceft  wliioli  wade  severe  demands  upon  endunuiee.  Wbatever 

Parker**  eBtimate  of  tlie  woitli  of  the  defences,  no  trace  <  !"  lin-con- 
6tk'uce  ap^MJars  in  his  dispositions,  which  were  thorough  and  careful, 
as  the  pxccntion  of  tk<'  mnin  attack  was  skilful  and  vigorous.  But 
iIk'  sliijis"  conipaiiics  luid  ex[H.*eled  an  easy  vit-toiy,  and  tlu\v  found 
themselves  couirunted  with  a  resistance  and  a  punii^iunent  iis  i^evere 
as  were  endured  Igr  the  leaders  at  Trafalgar,  and  far  wore  prolonged. 
Such  conditions  impose  upon  men's  tenacity  the  additional  test  of 
suxprise  and  discomfiture.  The  Expgrimentt  though  vety  small  for 
a  ship  of  the  line,  lost  28  idUed  and  56  wounded,  out  of  a  total  prob> 
ahly  not  much  inaieeding  300,  while  the  Bristol,  La\  ing  the  spring 
shot  away,  swung  with  her  head  to  the  southward  and  her  stern  to 
tlie  fort,  undergoing  for  a  long  time  a  raking  fire  to  which  she  could 
make  little  reply.  Three  scviTal  attempts  to  re2)lac'i'  the  spring 
were  made  by  Mr.  James  Sauniarez,  —  afterwards  the  distinguished 
admiral,  tlien  a  midshipman,  —  before  the  ship  was  relieved  from  this 
grave  disadvantage.  Her  low  was  40  killed  and  71  wounded ;  not  a 
man  eaca^ngctf  those  stationed  on  the  quarter-deck  at  the  beginning 
of  the  action.  Among  the  injured  was  the  Commodore  himselft 
whose  cool  heroism  must  have  been  flii^larly  consideuous,  from  the 
notice  it  attracted  in  a  service  where  such  l^earing  was  not  rare.  At 
one  time  whon  the  quarter-deck  was  cleared  and  he  stood  alone  U|)on 
the  poop-ladder,  Sauniarez  suggested  to  him  to  come  down  :  but  htj 
replied,  smiling,  You  want  to  get  rid  of  me,  do  you  ?  "  and  refused 
to  move.  The  captain  of  the  ship,  John  Morris,  was  mortally 
wounded.  With  e<Hnmendabte  modestjr  Parker  only  reported  him- 
self as  slightly  bruised ;  but  dwerters  stated  that  for  some  days  he 
needed  the  assistance  of  two  men  to  walk,  and  that  hia  trousen  had 
been  tom  off  him  by  shot  or  splinters.  The  loss  in  the  other  ships 
was  only  one  killed,  14  wounded.  The  Americans  had  87  killed  and 
wounded. 

The  lliree  vessels  assigned  to  enfilade  the  main  front  of  the  fort 
did  not  get  into  position.  They  van  on  the  middle  ground,  owing, 
Parker  reported,  to  the  ignorance  of  the  pilots.  Two  had  fouled 
each  other  before  striking.  Having  taken  the  bottom  on  a  listi^f 
tide,  two  floated  in  a  few  hours,  and  retreated ;  but  the  tJiird,  the 
ActiBOn^  28,  sticking  fsat,  was  set  on  fire  and  abandoned  by  her  offi- 
cers. Before  she  blew  up,  the  Americans  boarded  her,  securing  her 
colours,  bell,  and  some  other  trophies.  **llad  these  ships  effected 
their  ]Mirpo.se,"  Moultrie  reported,  ^*they  would  have  driven  us  from 
our  guns." 
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The  main  division  held  its  ground  until  long  after  nightfall, 
firing  much  of  tlie  time,  but  stopping  at  intervab.  After  two  hourH 
it  had  Ikcii  noted  that  the  fort  re[»lied  ver^'  slowly,  wliicli  was  attrib- 
uted to  its  In  iiiL,'  nverhorne,  instead  of  to  the  rtal  cause,  the  neces- 
sity for  sjKiring  auumiuiliou.  For  the  same  rt  ason  it  was  entirely 
silent  fronj  3.30  r.M.  to  6,  when  fire  was  resumed  from  only  two  or 
three  guns,  whence  Parker  surmised  that  the  lert  had  been  die* 
mounted.  The  Americans  were  restrained  throughout  the  engage- 
ment fay  the  fear  of  exhausting  entirely  their  scanty  store. 

About  9  P.1I.,**  Parker  n  poi-ted,  **  being  very  dark,  great  part 
of  our  ammunition  expeiuird,  the  people  fatigued,  the  tide  of  ebb 
nlriiosL  done,  no  prospect  fi-om  the  eastwanl  (that  is,  from  tlie  army), 
and  no  jios.sihility  of  our  In-incf  of  any  further  service,  1  ordered  the 
shipsi  t*j  wilhdraw  lo  their  former  inoorini^s."  Besides  the  rnsualiies 
among  the  crew,  and  severe  damage  to  the  hull,  the  JJrisloi's  main- 
mast, wUli  nine  cannmnbslb  in  it,  had  to  be  shortened,  vhile  the 
mozen-mast  was  condemned.  The  loss  of  the  frigates  was  imma- 
terial, owing  to  the  garrison^s  neglecting  them. 

Tlie  fij^t  in  Charleston  Harbour,  tlie  first  serious  contest  in 
which  ships  took  pari  in  this  war,  resembles  generically  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  with  which  the  regular  land  warfare  had  opened  a 
year  iK'foi-e.  Botli  illustrate  tlie  difficulty  and  danger  of  a  front 
attack,  without  cover,  h[k)ii  a  t'oititied  |M^ition,  and  tliu  advantage 
confern»d  even  upon  untrained  men,  if  naturally  cool,  resolute,  and 
intelligent,  not  only  by  the  protection  of  a  work,  but  also,  it  may  be 
urged,  by  die  recognition  of  a  tangible  line  up  to  which  to  bold,  and 
to  abandon  which  means  defeat,  dishonour,  and  disaster.  It  is  much 
for  untried  men  to  recognise  in  their  surroundings  sometJiing  which 
gives  the  unity  of  a  (;ommon  pui  poso,  and  thus  the  coherence  which 
discipline  imparts.  Althougli  there  was  in  Parker's  dispositions 
notliin<^  oixMi  to  serious  eriticism.  —  nothing  that  can  Ije  ascribed  to 
undi'rvalniriLr  his  oiipnnent,  —  and  alth()U*,du  also,  he  had  good  reason 
to  ex[>ect  from  tlie  army  active  co-operation  which  he  did  not  get,  it 
is  probable  that  he  was  very  much  surprised,  not  only  at  the  tenacity 
of  llie  Americans*  resistance,  but  at  the  efficacy  of  their  fire.  He 
felt,  doubtless,  the  traditional  and  natural  distrust --and,  for  the 
meat  part,  the  justified  distrust  — >  with  which  experience  and  {ttuc- 
tice  regard  inexj>erience.  Some  seamen  of  American  birth,  who  had 
been  serving  in  the  Bristol,  deserted  after  the  fight.  Her  ci-ew. 
:  they  reported,  said,    We  were  told  the  Yankees  vrould  not  stand 
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two  fires,  but  we  never  saw  better  fellows :  "  and  when  the  fire  of 
the  fort  slackened  and  some  cried,  "They  have  done  fighting,"  others 
replied,  "  By  (Jod,  we  ai-o  [,'lad  of  it.  for  wo  never  had  sucli  a  drub- 
bing in  our  livef."  "  All  tin-  roiniiion  nirn  <tf  tlie  Heet  S[>r)ke  loudly 
in  pniisL-  of  the  ffarrisou,"  —  ii  note  ot"  adniinitiou  so  frequent  in 
generous  enemies  Liiat  wu  amy  be  tu^sured  tluit  it  was  echoed  on  tlie 
quarter-deck  also.  They  oonM  afford  it  well,  for  beyond  the  natuial 
mortification  of  defeat,  there  was  no  stain  upon  their  own  record,  no 
flindbing  under  the  severity  of  their  losses,  although  a  number  of 
their  oim  men  were  comparatively  raw,  volnnteen  from  the  trans- 
ports, whose  crews  had  come  forward  almost  as  one  man  when  they 
knew  tliat  the  complements  of  the  shii>s  were  short  through  sickness. 
Burke,  a  friend  to  both  nide^.  wan  justified  in  sayinc^  that  "never  did 
British  valour  shine  more  conspicuously,  nor  did  our  ships  in  an 
engagement  of  the  same  nature  exi>erience  so  serious  an  encounter." 
There  were  several  death-vacancies  for  lieutenants ;  and,  as  the  battle 
of  Lake  Champlain  gave  Pellew  his  first  commission,  so  did  that  of 
Charleston  Harbour  give  his  to  Saumarez,  "ttkio  was  made  lieutenant 
of  die  Briitol  by  Parker.  Two  yeans  later,  when  the  ship  had  gone 
to  Jamaica,  he  was  followed  on  her  quarter-<leck  by  Nelson  and  CoU 
lingwood,  who  also  received  promotion  in  her  from  the  same  hand. 

The  attack  on  Fort  ^lotdtrie  was  not  resumed.  After  necessary 
repairs,  the  shijw  of  war  with  the  troops  went  to  New  York,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  4th  of  An<TiiRt,  and  took  i>art  in  the  openiiions 
for  the  reduction  of  that  place  under  the  diieetion  of  the  two  Howes. 

The  ocoupation  of  New  York  Harbour,  and  the  capture  of  the 
city  were  the  most  consiaeuous  Britiah  successes  of  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1776.  While  Parker  and  Clinton  were  meeting  with  defeat 
at  Charleston,  and  Arnold  was  hurrying  the  preparation  of  his  flotilla 
on  Champlain,  the  two  brothei-s.  General  Howe  and  tlie  Admiral, 
were  arriving  in  New  York  Bay,  invested  not  only  with  the  powers 
proper  to  the  commandprs  of  threat  fleets  and  armies,  but  also  with 
authority  as  peivi-e  eonnnissioneis,  to  negotiate  a»  amicable  arrange- 
ment with  the  revolted  C  olonies. 

Genend  Howe  had  awaited  for  some  time  at  Halifax  the  arrival 
of  the  expected  reinforoementft,  but  wearying  at  last  he  sailed  thence 
on  the  10^  of  June,  1776,  with  the  army  then  in  hand.  On  the 
25th  he  himself  reached  Sandy  Hook,  the  entrance  to  New  Ymk 
Bay,  having  preceded  the  transports  in  a  frigate.  On  the  29th,  the 
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day  after  Parker's  repulse  at  Fort  Monltrie.  the  troops  arrived  ;  nml 
on  July  3nl,  tln'  dato  on  which  the  Americans,  n'tit  ating'  from  (  iin- 
ada,  reached  Crown  ruiiil,  the  British  landed  ou  Sl«iteu  Island,  wliich 
is  on  the  west  side  of  the  lower  Bay.  On  the  12th  of  July  the  Eagle, 
64»  came  iu,  carr)  lag  the  ilag  of  AdmiFal  Lord  Howe.  This  officer 
was  much  esteemed  b]r  the  Americans  for  his  own  personal  qualities, 
and  for  his  attitude  towards  them  in  the  pxeaent  dispute,  as  well  as 
for  the  memory  of  his  brother,  who  had  endeared  himself  greatly  to 
them  in  the  campiiign  of  1758,  when  he  had  fallen  near  Lake  Cliam- 
plain;  but  the  decisive  ste])  of  dedarin*,'  their  independence  had 
been  taken  already,  on  July  ith.  ei<,'ht  days  l>efore  the  Atbniral's 
arrival.  A  month  was  sjient  in  fruitless  atu  inpta  to  uegotiatt^  witli 
the  new  government,  without  reeugiiit>iug  any  olticial  character  in  its 
representatives.  During  ihat  time,  howeTer,  while  aUitainiug  from 
decisive  opemtious,  cruisers  were  kept  at  sea  to  intercept  American 
traders,  and  the  Admiral,  immediatelj  upon  arriving,  sent  four  ves- 
sels of  war  twenty-five  miles  up  the  Hudson  River,  as  far  ss  Taixj- 
town.  This  squadron  was  commanded  by  Hyde  Tarkor.  afterwards 
in  1801,  Nelson's  commander-in-chief  at  Copenhagen.  The  service 
was  performed  under  a  tremendons  cannonade  from  all  the  batteries 
on  lx>th  shores,  from  the  lower  Hay  tn  far  above  the  city,  1>ut  tlie  .shii>8 
could  not  stopped.  Towards  tlie  middle  of  August  it  wa«  evidi^nt 
that  the  Americans  would  not  accept  any  terms  in  the  power  of  the 
Howes  to  offer,  and  it  became  necessary  to  attempt  coercion  by  arms. 
In  the  reduction  of  New  York  in  1776,  the  part  played  by  tlie 
British  Navy,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  campaign  in  general  and  of 
the  enemy's  force  in  particular,  was  of  that  inconsiucuous  character 
which  obscures  tlie  fact  that  without  the  Navy  the  operations  cocdd 
not  have  been  undertaken  at  all,  and  that  tlie  Navy  played  to  tbera 
the  part  of  the  l>ase  of  operations  and  line  of  coraraunications.  Like 
tiie  foundations  <•!  a  huihliug,  these  lie  mitside  the  ran^e  of  sujxjr- 
fieial  attention,  and  therefore  are  less  generally  appreciated  ihau  the 
brilliant  lighting  that  goes  on  at  the  front,  to  the  maintenance  of 
which  they  are  indispensable.  Consequoitiy,  whatever  of  interest 
may  attach  to  an}-,  or  to  all,  of  the  minor  affairs,  which  in  the  aggre> 
gate  constitute  the  action  of  the  naval  force  in  such  circumstances, 
the  historian  of  the  major  operations  is  confined  perfcroe  to  indi- 
cating  the  liroad  genei-Jil  effect  of  naval  power  upon  the  issue.  This 
will  \ye  done  best  by  tracing  in  outline  the  scene  of  action,  the  com- 
bined movements^  and  the  Navy's  influence  in  both. 
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— .  'Yhc  Larbour  of  New  Yoik  divides  Into  two  \m-i&  —  the  upper 
and  iowrr  Bays  —  coiiuci  ti'd  hy  a  [)assai,a'  i  allpd  the  Narrows,  between 
Long  and  iStat^n  Isiliuul.s,  14x111  th«j  lattor  nf  whicli  the  British  troDj^a 
were  encamped.  Long  Island,  whicli  foinie^  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
Narrows,  extends  to  the  es8t>nordi*east  a  bundled  sod  ten  miles, 
enelosing  between  itself  end  the  continent  a  broad  sheet  of  water 
ealled  Long  Island  Sound,  that  reaches  nearly  to  Nartagansett  Bay. 
The  latter,  Ijeing  a  fine  anchorage,  entered  also  into  the  present  plan 
of  operations,  as  an  essential  feature  in  a  coastwise  maritime  cam- 
paign. Long  Lsland  Sound  and  the  np])or  Hay  of  New  York  are 
connected  by  a  passage,  known  as  the  East  Kiver,  eight  or  ten  miles 
in  length,  and  at  that  time  nearly  a  mile  wide^  abreast  the  city  of 
New  York.  At  the  point  where  tiic  Liist  liiver  joins  New  York  Bay, 
the  Hudson  River,  an  estuary  tliBre  nearly  two  milsB  wide,  also  enters 
from  the  north, — a  circumstance  which  has  procured  for  it  the  alter- 
native name  of  the  North  Rivw.  Near  their  confluence,  and  half  a 
mile  below  the  town,  is  Governor's  Island,  centrally  situated -to  com- 
mand the  entrances  to  both.  Between  the  East  and  North  rivers, 
with  their  general  directions  from  north  and  east-north-east,  is  em- 
braced a  long  strip  nf  land  ffradually  narrowing  to  the  southward. 
The  end  of  this  peninsida,  as  it  would  otherwise  be,  is  eonvert'ed 
into  an  island,  of  a  mean  length  of  about  eight  miles,  by  the  Harlem 
liiver,  —  a  narrow  and  partially  navigable  stream  connecting  the  East 
and  Nortb  rivers.  To  tiie  southern  extreme  of  this  island,  called 
libnhattan,  the  cily  of  New  York  was  then  confined. 

As  both  the  East  and  Noxtii  liveni  were  navigaUe  for  laxge 
.shipSf  the  former  throughout,  the  latter  for  over  a  Imndred  miles 
above  its  mouth,  it  was  evident  that  control  of  the  water  must 
pla}'  a  large  part  in  warlike  ojM'nitions  througliout  the  district 
deseriljed.  Witli  the  limited  force  at  Washington's  disposal,  he  had 
been  unable  to  push  the  defences  of  the  city  iui  far  to  the  front  as 
was  desirable.  The  lower  Bay  was  held  by  the  British  Navj-,  and 
Staten  Island  bsd  be«a  abandoned,  necessarily,  witiumt  resistance, 
thus  surrendering  the  strong  defensive  position  of  the  Narrows. 
The  lines  were  contracted  thus  to  the  immediate  neighbondiood  of 
New  York  itself.  Small  detuf  lied  works  skirted  the  dmres  of  Man- 
hattan Island,  and  a  line  of  re<Ioubts  extended  across  it,  following 
the  eonrse  nf  a  small  j^ti-eam  which  then  partly  divided  it,  a  mile 
.Croui  the  southern  end.    Governor's  Island  was  also  occupied  as  an 

*  At  the  pKMnt  day  teducttl  by  redaimfld.  land. 
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oiiti>ost.  Of  niuiu  intrinsic  strength,  but  not  at  first  couceruedf 
strong  works  had  been  thrown  up  on  either  side  of  the  North  River* 
upon  GommAnding  heights  eigiit  miles  above  New  York,  to  dispute 
the  passage  of  ships. 

The  crucial  weaknefls  in  this  scheme  of  defence  was  that  the 
shore  of  Long  Island  opposite  tiie  city  was  much  higher  than  lliat 
of  Manhattan.  If  tliis  height  were  seized,  the  city,  and  all  below  it, 
became  untenable.  Here,  therefore,  was  the  key  of  tlie  position  and 
the  clilof  station  for  the  American  troojis.  For  its  protection  a  line 
of  woi  ks  was  thrown  \\\\  the  tLmks  of  which  rested  upon  Wallabout 
liay  and  (iowanus  Cuve,  two  iiuieiiLatious  iu  tlte  sihorea  of  Long 
Island.  These  Washington  manned  with  9,000  of  the  18,000  men 
under  his  command.  By  the  arrival  of  three  divisions  of  Hessian 
troops,  Howe*8  anny  now  numbered  over  94,000  men,  to  which 
Clinton  brought  8,000  more  from  before  Charleston.^ 

On  the  22nd  of  August  the  British  crossed  from  Staten  Idand  to 
Graveaend  Bay,  on  the  Long  Island  shore  of  the  Narrows.  The 
Navy  eovererl  the  luiulini^',  and  the  transportiitioii  of  the  troops  was 
under  the  charge  of  ( Omiuochire  William  Ilotham,  who,  nineteen 
yean*  later,  was  Nelson's  eommander-in-chief  in  the  Mediterranean. 
By  noon  15,000  men  and  forty  Heid-guns  had  been  curried  over  and 
placed  on  diore.  The  fence  of  the  Americans  permitted  little  oppo> 
sitioQ  to  die  British  advance;  but  GMietal  Howe  was  cautious  and 
essj-going,  and  it  was  not  till  the  27th  that  the  army,  now  increased 
to  25»000,  was  fairly  m  front  of  the  American  lines,  having  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken  about  1,500  men.  Hoping  that  Howe  would  be 
tempted  to  storm  the  position,  Washington  replaced  these  with  2,000 
drawn  from  his  meagre  numl^ers ;  but  his  opponent  held  l»aek  his 
troops,  who  were  eager  for  tlie  assault.  The  Americans  now  stood 
with  their  hacks  t-o  a  swift  river,  nearly  a  mile  wide,  with  only  a 
feeble  line  of  works  iuter|K»t>ing  lietween  theui  and  an  enemy  moi-e 
than  double  tiieir  number. 

On  the  morning  of  flie  27th,  Sir  Petw  Parker,  with  a  64,  two 
50*s,  and  two  frigates,  attempted  to  work  up  to  New  York,  witii  a 
view  of  supporting  the  left  flank  of  the  anny;  but  the  wind  came 
out  from  the  north,  and,  the  ebb-tide  making,  the  shiiis  got  no  nearer 
than  three  miles  from  the  city.  Fortunately  for  the  Americans,  they 
eiUier  could  not  or  would  not  go  farther  on  the  following  two  days. 

>  Bealsnn'?.  '^rilitarv  mxl  Navnl  Moinoir-.'  vi.  IJ,  jjive  34,014  M  tlie  ttVUlgth  of 
Howe's  army.   Clinton's  division  is  not  included  iu  this.    vi.  45. 
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Aft«M-  flark  of  the  28th,  Howe  broke  j^'iouiid  for  regular  ai)|)roa(  lies. 
AN'iishirigton,  seeing  this,  arnl  knowin^r  that  there  could  l)e  but  ont' 
ivsult  to  a  siege  uiitler  coudiiiou  of  inferiority,  resolved  to  with- 
draw. Duriug  the  night  of  the  2dth  (en  tliowBiid  men  sileEtly 
quitted  their  podtioiUt  embarked,  and  croeeed  to  Manhattan  labind, 
carrying  with  them  all  their  belongmga,  arms,  and  ammnnition*  The 
enemy*8  trenches  were  but  six  hundred  yards  distant,  yet  no  suspicion 
was  aroused,  nor  did  a  single  deserter  give  treacherous  warning. 
The  night  Wiis  clear  and  moonlit,  although  a  heavy  fog  towards  day- 
bieak  prolonged  llif  [ifiiod  of  secrecy  whiL'li  slirnudt'd  tlii-  retmit. 
When  tlie  fog  rose,  tlie  last  detachment  wa.s  discovined  crossing,  but 
a  few  inefTeetual  cannon  shot  at  it  were  the  only  harassment  experi- 
enced in  tile  course  of  this  rapid  and  dexterous  retirement.  The 
gai-rison  of  Governor's  Island  was  withdrawn  at  the  same  time. 

The  unmolested  use  of  tiie  water,  and  the  nautical  skiU  of  the 
fishermen  who  composed  one  of  the  American  regimentB,  were  essen- 
tial  to  this  escape ;  for  admirable  as  tiie  movement  was  in  conception 
and  execution,  no  word  less  strong  than  escape  applies  to  it.  By  it 
Washington  rescued  over  half  his  anny  from  sure  destruction,  and, 
not  improbably,  the  cause  of  Ills  i>eople  from  immediate  idllapse. 
An  opportunity  thus  seized  implies  necessarily  an  opportunity  lost  <im 
the  other  side.  For  liiat  failure  both  army  and  Navy  nuist  Ijear  their 
sliaic  of  the  blame.  It  is  obvious  that  wlien  an  enemy  is  cornered, 
his  line  of  retreat  should  be  watched.  This  was  the  business  of  both 
command^nHn-chiel)  the  execution  of  it  being  primarily  the  duly  of 
the  Kayy,  as  retreat  from  the  American  position  could  be  only  by 
water.  It  was  a  simple  question  of  look-out,  of  detection,  of  molesta- 
tion by  that  means ;  not  of  arresting  the  retreat*  To  the  latter,  sail> 
ing  8hi|M  were  inadequate,  for  they  could  not  have  remained  at  anchor 
under  the  guns  of  Manliattan  Island,  either  by  ilay  or  niglit;  but  n 
few  l)nats  with  muffled  oars  could  liave  watched,  could  liave  given  tlie 
alarm,  precipitating  a  British  atLitck,  and  su<  h  a  movement  inter- 
rupted in  mid-course  brings  irretrievable  disaster. 

Wiishington  now  withdrew  the  bulk  of  his  army  to  the  line  of 
die  Harlem.  On  his  right,  south  of  that  river  and  oommanding  the 
Hudson,  was  a  fort  called  by  his  name;  opposite  to  it  on  the  Jersey 
shore  was  Fort  Lee.  A  garrison  of  four  thousand  m«i  occupied 
New  York.  After  amusing  himself  with  some  further  peace  negiv 
tiations,  Howe  determined  to  possess  the  city.  As  a  diversi<»n  from 
the  main  effort,  and  to  cover  the  crossing  of  tiiu  troops,  two  detach- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1179.] 


FORT  WASHJNOTON  SFACUATEB. 


luents  of  ships  were  mdciiHl  to  pass  the  batteries  on  tlie  lluflsou  aii<l 
Kast  rivers.  Tliis  wiia  done  on  tht;  13th  aiul  the  loth  <«1  Scpt^mlxT, 
the  North  iiiver  division  c<»imnunded  by  Captain  Fmiiciii  liunk.n,  ilic 
East  River  by  Captaiu  Hyde  Parker.  The  latter  suffered  sevei-ely, 
especially  iu  spars  and  rig^ng;^  bat  the  success  of  both,  following 
upon  that  of  Hyde  Parker  a  few  weeks  earlier,  in  his  expedition  to 
Tanytown,  confirmed  Washington  in  the  opinion  which  he  expressed 
five  years  later  to  de  Grasse,  that  batteries  alone  could  not  stop  ships 
Ijaving  a  fair  wind.  This  is  now  a  commonplace  of  naval  warfare. 
On  the  loth  Howe's  army  crnpsed  under  cover  of  Pnrlc  r's  shi[»s, 
llotham  ag-ain  superintending  tlie  boat  work.  Tin'  L,';inisiin  ijf  New 
Vt>rk  slipped  alojig  the  west  shore  of  the  island  aud  joineil  the  main 
bod}-  on  the  Harlem ;  favoured  ag;un,  apparently,  in  tliis  flank  move- 
ment a  mile  from  the  enemy*s  front,  by  Howe's  inertness,  and  fond- 
ness for  a  good  meal,  to  wluch  a  shrewd  American  woman  invited 
him  at  the  critical  moment 

Despite  these  various  losses  of  ])osition,  important  as  they  were, 
the  American  army  continued  to  elude  the  British  general,  wlio 
ai>pai-ently  did  not  hold  very  strongly  the  opinion  that  the  most 
ile''i'<iv('  factor  in  war  is  the  cncinv's  orq-nnised  force.  As  control  of 
th»-  v;dlcy  (if  the  lJii<lson.  iji  connection  with  Lake  Chunipiain,  Avas, 
very  projHrly,  the  l  iiit-f  object  of  the  British  government,  Howe's 
next  aim  was  to  loosien  Washington's  grip  on  the  peninsula  north  uf 
the  Harlem.  The  position  seeming  to  him  too  strong  for  a  front 
attack,  he  decided  to  strike  for  its  left  flank  and  rear  by  way  of  Long 
Island  Sound.  In  this,  which  involved  the  passage  of  the  tortuous 
and  dangerous  channel  called  Hell  Gate,  with  its  swift  conflicting 
currents,  the  Navy  again  bore  an  essential  part.  The  movement 
began  on  Octol>er  12th,  the  day  after  Arnold  was  defeated  at  Val- 
oonr.  So  f:ir  as  its  leadin*^  object  went  it  was  sijccessfn!.  \\';ishington 
teeiing  obliged  to  let  go  tlic  line  of  the  Harlcni,  and  clianij*'  front  to 
the  left.  As  the  result  of  iliu  various  moveuieiits  and  eiuounli'm  i.! 
the  two  armies,  he  fell  back  across  tlie  Hudson  into  New  Jei-sey, 
ordering  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Washington,  and  deciding  to  rest  his 
control  of  &e  Hudson  Valley  upon  West  Points  fiffy  miles  above 
New  York,  a  position  of  peculiar  natural  strength,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river.  To  these  decisions  he  was  compelled  by  his  inferiority 
in  numl)er8,  and  also  by  the  very  isolated  and  hazardous  situation 
in  which  he  was  operating,  between  two  navigable  waters,  abso- 

>  Al  l  mind  J«iQeii*»  ZtmmX,  p.  90.  (Navy  Kecotdt  Society.) 
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lutclj  controlled  by  the  enemy's  sliipiiing.  This  cnnchision  was 
further  foiretl  upon  him  by  anotliLT  «iM:t  essful  piUjSiigt-  Ix-loir  the 
guus  uf  FoiUi  W'ilshiiigtou  aud  Lee  by  Hyde  Parker,  with  threo 
ships,  the  Fkanir,  44,  Eotbucky  44,  and  Tartar,  28,  on  the  dth  of 
October.  On  this  occasion  the  ve8sel8»  two  of  which  were  frigates 
of  the  heaviest  class,  suffered  very  seTcrely,  losing  nine  killed  and 
eighteen  wounded;  bat  the  menace  to  the  communications  of  the 
Americans,  whasc  supplies  came  mostly  from  the  west  of  the  Had*- 
son,  could  not  Ix?  disregarded. 

It  wits  early  in  November  that  Washington  crossed  into  New 
Jersey  with  iivu  thousand  men;  niid  soon  afterwards  he  directed  the 
reiuaiudcr  of  his  force  to  fiillow.  At  tliat  luouient  the  blunder  of 
one  subordiuate,  and  the  disobetUence  of  another,  brought  upon  lum 
two  serious  blows.  Fort  Washington  not  being  evacuated  wheti 
ordered,  Howe  carried  it  by  storm,  capturing  not  only  it  but  its 
garrison  of  2,700  mm,  a  very  heavy  loss  to  the  Americans.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  most  explicit  orders  failed  to  bring  the  officer  left 
in  command  on  the  east  of  the  Hudson  to  rejoin  the  commander- 
in-chief.  This  criminal  j>orversene8s  left  Washington  with  only  (J,000 
men  in  New  .Terser,  7,000  iMMng  in  New  York.  Under  these  condi- 
liuus  nuLliing  remained  but  to  put  tiie  Delaware  also  l)etween  himself 
and  tlie  eiicuiy.  He  therefore  i-etreated  rapidly  through  New  Jersey, 
and  on  the  8th  of  December  crossed  into  Pennsylvania  with  an  army 
reduced  to  8,000  by  expiry  of  enlistments.  The  detachment  bej'ond 
the  Hudsm),  diminishmg  daily  by  the  same  cause,  gradually  worked 
its  way  to  him,  its  commander  luckil}-  being  captured  on  the  road. 
At  the  time  it  joined,  a  few  battalions  also  arrived  from  Ticonderoga, 
rcli-ascMl  l)y  Carleton's  retirement  to  the  foot  of  Champlain.  Wtush- 
ingtoii's  fore  e  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Delaware  was  thus  increased 
to  6,000  nien. 

lu  this  series  of  ojjcrations,  extending  from  August  22nd  to  De- 
cember 14th,  when  Howe  went  into  winteM|uarters  in  New  Jeraey, 
the  British  had  met  with  no  serious  mishaps,  beyond  the  inevitable 
losses  undergone  by  the  asssilants  of  wdl-chosen  positions.  Never- 
theless, having  in  view  the  superiority  of  numbers,  of  equipment,  and 
of  disdpline,  and  ^  command  of  the  water,  the  mere  existence  of 
the  enemy's  army  n«»  an  oi^anised  lx)dy,  its  mere  escape,  deprives  the 
campai^'H  of  the  t  laim  to  be  considered  .successful.  The  rt'd  ribl)on 
of  thf  Hatlv  probably  never  was  earned  more  cheaply  than  by  Sir 
William  Howe  that  year.  Had  he  displayed  imything  Uko  the  energy 
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of  bis  two  elder  Inothers,  Waahington,  vith  all  bis  vigilance,  firmness^ 
and  enterpriae,  could  acarcely  have  brought  of!  tlie  force,  vaatly 
diminiflhed  but  still  a  living  orgauism,  around  which  American  resist- 
ance agjiin  erjstallibed  and  hardened.    As  it  was,  within  a  month  ho 

took  the  oflFensive,  and  recovered  a  great  part  nf  New  Jei-sey. 

Whatever  veixiict  may  be  pissed  tijum  tht;  nicrit  of  the  militaiy 
conduct  of  affaire,  there  La  no  douLi  of  the  value,  or  of  the  unflag- 
ging energy,  of  Uio  naval  support  given.  General  Howe  alludes  to  it 
frequently,  both  in  genend  and  apecifically ;  while  the  Admiral  sama 
up  bis  always  guarded  and  often  cumbrous  ezpressions  of  opini(Mi  in 
these  words:  "It  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  represent  to  your  Lord* 
ships,  and  I  cannot  too  pointedly  expn-ss,  the  uuabating  peraeverance 
and  alacrity  with  which  the  several  elasaea  of  officMS  and  seamen 
luive  supported  a  loii<?  attendance  and  unusual  decree  of  fatigue^ 
consequent  of  tliese  different  movements  of  the  ariay." 

The  final  achievement  of  the  mmpaign,  and  a  vrrv  iininwtant 
one,  was  the  occupation  of  UhoJe  Iwlund  and  Narragjuiseit  iiay  l»y  a 
combined  expedition,  which  left  New  York  on  the  1st  of  December, 
and  on  the  8tii  landed  at  Newport  without  opposition.  The  naval 
force,  consisting  of  five  dO^n  ships,  —  the  Chatham  (broad  pennant). 
Captain  Toby  Caulfield;  BreOon  (Commodore  W.  Hotbam),  Captain 
Samuel  Uppleby ;  C<'»^«riort,  Captain  Kichard  Brathwaite;  R^nown^ 
Captain  Francis  Banks;  and  Mrperitn'iif,  (laptain  James  Wallace, 
and  eiglit  smaller  vessel**,  — was  commanded  by  Sir  Pi-ter  Parker  ;  tli  ' 
ti"oops,  seven  tliuusand  in  number,  by  Lieutcnant-Geiieral  Sir  Heniy 
Clinton.  The  immediatt*  efFoet  was  to  close  a  haven  of  i>iivateej"s, 
which  centied  in  great  nuuil>ei>>  anmnd  an  anchorage  that  flanked 
the  route  of  all  vessels  bound  from  Europe  to  New  York.  The  pos- 
session of  the  bay  facilitated  the  control  of  the  neighbouring  waters 
by  British  ships  of  war,  besides  giving  them  a  base,  central  for  coast" 
wise  operations,  and  independent  of  tidal  considerations  for  entiwice 
•  or  exit.  The  position  was  abandoned  somewhat  precipitately  Ihreo 
years  later,  and  Rotluey  then  dej)lored  ita  loss  in  tlie  f  tllowii^ 
.  terms:  "The  evacuating  lUtnde  Island  was  the  most  fatal  measure 
tliat  could  possibly  have  been  adopted.  It  gsive  up  the  1>pst  and 
noblest  harl)0ur  in  America,  capable  of  containini;  the  wlmle  2s'avv  of 
Britain,  and  where  they  could  in  all  seiisoiis  lie  in  perfect  security ; 
and  from  whence  squadrons,  in  forty-eight  hours,  could  blockade  tho 
three  capital  cities  of  America.;  namely,  Boston,  New  York^  and 
PhUadcIphia.'* 
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At  the  end  of  1776  began  the  series  of  British  rererses  which 
ohatafiterised  the  year  1777,  aiul  made  it  the  decisive  period  of  the 

war,  because  of  the  effect  thus  produced  upou  geneni  public  opuiion 
abroad,  and  especially  upon  the  governniciits  of  France  and  Sjiain. 
On  the  20th  of  Dlh  ciuImt,  Hnwc,  aniuiuiaing  to  the  Ministry  tliat 
lie  hiid  gone  into  wint<'r-(|iiiirtfi-s,  wrote:  "The  chain,  I  own,  is 
ratlier  too  extensive,  but  1  waa  induced  to  occupy  Burlington  to 
€0ver  ^  county  of  Monmouth ;  and  trusting  to  tiie  loyalty  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  strength  of  the  cor][xs  placed  in  the  advanced 
posts,  I  conclude  the  troops  will  be  in  perfect  securitj.*'  Of  this 
tui warranted  security  Washington  took  prompt  advantage*  On 
Christmas  night  a  sudden  descent,  in  a  blinding  Rnow-t>tonn,  upon 
a  Hriti*«!i  outpost  at  Trenton,  swept  off  a  thousand  prisonei-s ;  and 
although  for  the  ninment  the  American  leader  aijain  n^tired  Ijehind 
the  D».l;i\varo,  it  was  liut  to  resume  the  offpnsivc  four  days  later, 
(joriiwallia,  wliu  wiis  in  New  York  on  the  jKjint  of  sailing  for  Kng- 
land,  hurried  hock  to  the  front,  but  in  vain.  A  series  of  quick  iuid 
well-directed  movements  recovered  the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  and  by 
the  5th  of  January  the  American  headquarters,  and  main  body  of  the 
army,  were  estafaiished  at  Monistown  in  the  Jersey  hills,  the  left 
Testing  upon  the  Hudson,  thus  recovering  touch  with  tlic  strategic 
oentre  of  interest.  Tliis  menacing  posititm  of  the  Americans,  niMin 
the  flank  of  the  line  of  coinninnications  from  New  York  to  tlie  Dela- 
ware, comiielled  Howe  to  contract  abruptly  tiie  lines  he  had  exteii'leil 
KO  lightly;  and  the  campaign  he  was  forced  thus  ixiludunlly  to  ieo|K.u 
closed  under  a  gloom  of  retreat  and  disaster,  which  profoundly  luid 
justly  impressed  not  only  the  opinion  of  the  public,  but  that  of  mili- 
tary critics  as  well.  Of  all  the  great  conquests  which  his  Majes^-*s 
troops  had  made  in  the  Jersies,*'  writes  Beatson,  ^  Brunswick  and 
Aroboy  were  the  o\\\y  two  places  of  any  note  which  they  reUiined ; 
nnd  however  brilliant  their  sueeesses  had  been  in  the  beginning  of 
the  pampai^n,  tlioy  readied  little  advantage  from  them  when  tlie 
winter  advanced,  and  the  eonilguity  of  fo  vif^'llant  an  enemy  forced 
them  to  perfonn  tbe  ses  erest  dnty."  With  deliljerate  or  uiieonsi  inus 
humour  he  then  inuuediately  coneludes  the  chronicle  of  tlie  year 
with  this  announcement:  **Hi8  Majesty  was  so  well  pleased  with 
the  abilities  and  activity  which  General  Howe  had  displayed  this 
campaign,  that  on  the  25th  of  October  he  conferred  upon  him  the 
Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath.'* 
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The  lendincf  jnirpose  of  the  liiitisli  {^overnnieTit  in  the  campai^jn 
of  1777  \^  ;l.s  the  sam«  i\»  that  witli  wliich  it  hiul  U»«»;uu  iu  1770,  —  tlio 
control  of  ihu  line  of  the  Hudson  and  Lake  Chamjilain,  to  l)e  mastered 
by  two  exjieditious,  one  starting  from  each  end,  and  botli  working 
tovudB  a  eoininm  centra  at  Albui}',  near  the  head  of  navigation  of 
the  River.  Pieliminaiy  di£Bciiltie8  had  been  cleared  away  in  the 
t>revious  year,  by  the  destruction  of  the  American  flotilla  on  the  Lake» 
and  by  the  reduction  of  New  York.  To  both  these  objects  the  Navy 
had  contributed  conspicttoiuily*  It  remained  to  complete  the  work 
by  resuming  the  advance  from  the  two  bases  of  operations  secured. 
In  1777  till!  fortifications  on  the  Iludsnn  were  inadequate  to  stop  the 
proLTK'ss  of  a  combined  naval  and  military  expedition,  as  was  showa 
in  tlie  course  of  the  eampaign. 

The  norUieru  enterprise  was  intrusiled  to  (ieneral  Burgoyne.  The 
impossibility  of  creating  a  naval  force  able  to  contend  with  that  put 
afloat  by  Garleton  had  prevented  the  Amertcans  from  further  bailiUng. 
Burgoyne  therefore  crossed  the  Lake  without  opposition  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  before  which  he  appeared  on  the  Sbid  of  July.  A  position 
eomiT-Hitding  the  works  was  diseovered,  and  this  the  Americans  bad 
neglected  to  occupy.  It  l>eing  seized,  and  a  battery  estnMishod,  the 
fort  had  to  be  evacuated.  The  retreat  l>eing  made  bv  water,  tiie  Hritish 
Lake  Navy,  under  Captain  Skeflintiton  Lutwid^i^e,  witli  whom  Nelson 
had  served  a  few  years  before  in  the  Arctic  seuij,  had  a  conspicuous 
jMirt  in  tl»e  pursuit;  severing  tJie  boom  blockading  the  river,  and  join- 
ing impetuously  in  an  attack  upon  the  floating  material,  the  flat-boat 
transports*  and  the  few  relics  of  Amold*8  flotilla  which  had  escaped 
the  destruction  of  the  previous  year.  This  affair  took  place  on  the 
6th  of  July.  Ftom  that  time  forward  the  progress  of  the  army  waa 
mainly  by  land.  The  Navy,  howi  v. ;  ,  found  occupation  ujKm  Lake 
George,  where  Burgoyne  established  a  ddfMjt  of  supplies,  although  l)e 
di«l  not  titilise  it>)  wnti'nvay  for  tlin  nian  h  of  the  army.  A  party  of 
seamen  under  Ivhvanl  PelU  w,  still  a  midshipman,  accompanied  the 
advance,  and  .'ihared  tlie  nn.sf<jriunes  of  the  expedition.  It  is  told 
tliat  Burgoyne  used  afterwards  to  chaff  the  young  naval  ollinu  with 
being  die  cause  of  their  disast^T,  because  he  and  his  men,  by  rebuild- 
ing a  bridge  at  a  critical  moment,  had  made  it  possible  to  cross  the 
Hudson.  Impeded  in  its  progress  by  immense  difficulties,  both 
natural  and  imposed  by  the  enemy,  the  army  took  twenty  days  to 
make  twenty  miles.  On  the  30th  of  July  it  reached  Fort  IMward, 
forty  miles  frf^m  Albany,  and  there  was  compelled  to  stay  till  the 
middle  of  September. 
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Owing  to  neglect  at  the  War  Offieet  the  peremptory  ordera  to  Sir 
William  Howei  to  move  up  the  Hudson  and  nuike  a  junction  witii 

Burf,'oyne,  were  not  sent  forward.  Consequently,  Howe,  acting  upon 
the  discn-tionar}'  powers  which  he  pos'sessed  alreadv,  and  swayed 
b}*-  political  rea>.ons  into  wliicli  it  is  not  neecsiiiiry  to  enter,  determined 
to  renew  his  uttcmpt  upon  rhiliKK'lpliiu.  A  tentative  advance  into 
New  Jersey,  and  llie  consequent  manujuvres  of  Washington,  satisfied 
falm  that  the  enterprise  by  this  route  wss  too  hasardous^  He  therefore 
«mbarked  14,000  men,  leaving  8,000  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  hold 
Xew  Yoxk  and  make  diversions  in  favour  of  Bnxgoyne ;  and  on  the 
23rd  of  July  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook,  escorted  by  five  64^n  ships, 
■a  60,  and  ten  smaller  vessels,  under  Lord  Howe's  immediate  command. 
The  entire  expedition  nnniliered  about  280  sail.  Elabmatc  pains  wore 
laktn  to  d('ceive  Wa-sluugton  as  to  the  destination  of  tlie  armament; 
but  little  wiis  iieedetl  to  prevent  a  eonipetcnl  boidier  from  supposing 
A  design  so  contrary  to  sound  nniitary  principle,  having  regard  to 
Burgoyue^s  movements  and  to  the  well-understood  general  purpose 
of  the  British  ministry.  "  Howe 's  in  a  manner  ahandoning  Burgoyne 
is  so  unaccountable  a  matter,*'  wrote  the  American  general,  **that 
till  I  am  fully  assured  of  it,  I  cannot  help  cssting  my  eyes  continually 
liehind  me.  '    I  le  suspected  an  intention  to  return  uj)on  New  York. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  just  as  Burgoyne  reached  Fort  Edward,  where 
he  stuck  fust  for  six  weeks,  Howe's  •annamcnt  was  off  the  CajHis  of 
the  Delaware.  The  prevailing  summer  wind  un  the  American  coast 
is  south-Koutli-wt'st,  fair  for  siscending  tlie  river ;  but  information  was 
received  that  the  enemy  had  obstructed  the  channel,  which,  for  some 
•distance  below  Philadelphia,  lends  itself  to  such  defences.  Therefore, 
although  the  free  navigation  of  the  river,  to  the  sea,  was  essential  to 
maintaining  a  position  at  Fhiladeli^ua,— for  trial  had  shown  that  the 
li  ill'  army  could  not  assure  communications  by  land  with  New  York, 
the  other  sea  liose,  —  Howe  decided  to  prosecute  his  enterpri.se  by  way 
of  the  r]iesa]>i  akc,  the  ascent  of  which,  under  all  the  conditions,  could 
not  l)e  .seri<tusly  im|>eded.  A  fortnight  mojv  ^\  as  consumed  in  contcnd- 
iiiL:  against  the  south-west  winils  and  calms,  before  the  fleet  anchored 
on  the  15th  of  August  Aviihin  the  Capes  of  the  Chesapeake ;  and  yet 
anotiier  week  passed  before  the  head  of  the  Bay  was  reached.  On  the 
25th  the  troops  landed.  Washington,  though  so  long  in  doubt,  was 
on  hand  to  dispute  the  road,  but  in  inferior  force ;  and  Howe  had  no 
grestdifficulty  in  fighting  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  which  was  occupied 
•on  the  26th  of  September.  A  week  earlier  Buigoyne  had  reached 
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Stillwater,  on  the  west  bank  of  tliu  Hudson,  the  ulinosl  point  of  Im 
progress,  where  he  was  still  twenty  miles  from  Albiiny.  'ilnte  wct  ks 
later,  suiToundetl  by  overwlielmiiig  numbers,  be  was  forced  to  capitu- 
late at  Saratoga,  whitiier  he  had  retreated. 

Lord  Howe  held  on  at  the  head  of  the  Chesapeake'  until  satisfied 
that  his  brother  no  longer  needed  hinu  On  the  14th  ci  September  he 
started  down  the  Bay  with  the  squadron  and  couToy,  sending  ahead  to 
the  Delaware  a  small  division,  under  Captain  Andi-cw  Snape  Ilamond, 
to  aid  the  army,  if  npcessaiy.  The  winds  liolding  southerly,  ten  dap 
were  required  to  get  to  sea  ;  and  outside  further  delay  was  caused  by 
very  heavy  weather.  The  Admiral  there  quitted  tlie  convoy  and 
hastened  up  rivt  r.  On  the  Gth  of  October  lie  a\  ;is  olT  Chester,  ten 
miles  below  Philadelphia.  Hamond  had  almady  been  at  work  for  a 
week*  elsaring  away  obstraetions,  of  which  there  were  two  lines,  both 
•commanded  by  battexiea  on  the  farther,  or  Jersey,  shore  of  the  Delsr 
ware.  The  lower  battery  had  been  carried  by  troops;  and  when 
Howe  arrived,  Hamond,  though  meeting  lively  opposition  from  tlie 
American  galleys  and  firc-mfts,  had  freed  the  channel  for  large  ships 
to  approach  the  upper  obstructions.  These  were  defended  not  only 
l»v  n  work  at  Red  IJank  on  the  .Tr^r^ey  shore,  but  also,  on  the  otlier 
side  ot"  tlie  sticam,  by  a  fort  called  Fort  Mitllin,  on  Mud  Island.* 
As  the  ( luinnel  at  this  point,  for  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  was  only 
two  hundred  yards  wide,  and  troops  could  not  reach  the  island, 
the  position  was  very  strong,  and  it  detained  the  British  for  six 
weeks.  Fort  Alifflin  was  supported  hy  two  floating  batteries  and  a 
number  of  galleys.  The  hitter  not  only  fought,  offensively  and 
defensively,  but  maintained  the  supplies  and  ammunition  of  the 

giin'isiin. 

On  the  22nd  of  Octolx^r,  a  concerted  attack,  by  the  army  on  the 
works  at  Red  iJank,  and  by  the  Xiivv  on  Fort  iMitllin,  rcsnlted  dis- 
astrously. The  former  was  repulsed  with  considemble  loss,  the 
ollicer  cuuiuimuling  being  kille<l.  The  sqnadron,  consisting  of  a 
04,  the  Augusta,  Captain  Francis  Reynolds,  later  Earl  of  Ducie, 
tliree  frigates,  and  a  sloop,  the  Merlin^  16,  Commander  Samuel 
Reeve,  went  into  action  with  Mud  Island  at  the  same  timej  but, 
the  channel  having  shifted,  owing  possibly  to  the  obstructions,  the 
Augiuta  and  the  sloop  grounded,  and  could  not  be  floated  that 
day.  On  the  23rtl  the  Americans  concentrated  upon  the  two  their 
Jjatteries,  gidleys,  and  fiie-i.ifts;  but,  in  the  midst  of  the  pi-epnrntions 

^  Sometimes  called  Fort  laluiiU ;  it  was  ju»t  lelow  the  month  of  tlw  Scbaj-IkilU 
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for  lightening  her,  the  Augusta  took  fire  and  blew  up.  The  Ma-lia 
wfts  then  set  on  fire  and  abandoned. 

So  long  as  this  obstacle  remained,  all  supplies  for  the  armj  had  to 
be  carried  bj  boats  to  tiie  shore,  and  transported  considerable  dt»> 
tances  by  land.  As  direct  attacks  had  proved  unavailing,  more 
dcIiU-ratc  measures  were  adopted.  The  anny  built  btitteries,  and  the 
Navy  sent  ashore  guns  to  mount  in  them;  but  the  decisive  blow  to 
^fud  Island  wnfK  cfiven  by  a  small  armed  .ship,  the  Vigilant,  20, 
Lieutt  iiaiii  Ihi^'h  Clulh  ii  v  Cliiistian.  which  -wiis  succes-sfully 
piloted  tluough  a  channel  ou  tiie  west  side  of  the  river,  and 
reached  the  rear  of  the  work,  towing  with  her  a  floating  batter}- 
with  three  24-pounders.  This  was  on  the  15th  of  November.  That 
same  night  the  Americans  abandoned  Fort  Mifflin.  Tlieir  loss, 
Beatson  says,  amonnted  to  near  400  killed  and  wounded;  that  of 
the  Britisl)  to  43.  If  this  Ije  correct,  it  stiould  have  established 
the  invincibility  of  men  who  under  such  prodigious  disparity  of 
suffering  could  maintain  their  position  so  tenaciously.  After  the 
loss  of  Mud  Island,  IJed  Bank  coukl  not  be  held  to  advantage, 
and  it  was  evacuated  on  tiie  21st,  when  an  attack  was  imminent. 
The  American  vessels  i-etreated  up  the  river;  but  they  wei^e  cor- 
nered, and  of  course  ultimately  were  destroyed.  The  obstmctions 
were  thus  removed,  and  the  British  communications  by  the  line 
of  tl)e  Delaware  were  established. 

While  these  things  were  passing,  Howe*s  triumph  was  marred 
by  tin-  news  of  lUngoyne's  surrender  on  the  17th  of  October. 
For  this  he  could  not  but  feel  that  the  home  goyernroent  must 
consider  him  lariufply  responsible  :  fur  iti  the  ritcsapeake,  too  late 
to  rrtricvp  his  false  step,  he  had  rrrLivt-il  a  letter  from  the  Minister, 
saying  that,  wliatever  else  he  iiinlcrtook,  support  to  Bui'goyuc  was 
the  great  object  to  be  kept  in  view. 

During  the  operations  round  Philadelphia,  Sir  Henty  Clinton 
in  New  York  had  done  enough  to  show  what  strong  probabilities 
of  success  would  have  attended  an  advance  up  the  Hudson,  by  the 
20,000  men  whom  Howe  could  have  taken  with  him.  Starting 
on  the  Hnl  nf  October  with  3,000  troops,  accompair  1  1  v  a  small 
naval  division  of  frigates,  Clinton  in  a  week  had  readied  West 
Point,  fifty  miles  up  the  river.  The  Aineriean  fortifications  along 
the  way  were  captured,  tlefriu  es  levelled,  stores  and  shipping  bunied ; 
while  an  insifrnifieant  delaeliment.  with  the  light  vessels,  went 
fifty  miles  further  up,  and  there  destroyed  more  military  stores 
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witlioiu  eiK  iiiiiiU  i  iii^'  any  resistinue  worth  mentioning.  Certainly, 
\vm\  lluuc  tukni  the  same  line  of  oiH;ratioiiii,  he  would  huve  had 
to  reckon  witli  Washington's  leu  thouBiuid  men  which  contiouted 
him  on  the  niaroh  to  Philadelphia;  but  his  flank  would  have  been 
covered,  np  to  Albany,  by  a  navigable  stream,  on  either  side  of 
which  he  could  operate  by  that  flying  bridge  which  the  presence 
and  control  of  the  Navy  continually  constituted.  Save  the  fortifi> 
cations,  which  Clinton  easily  can-ied,  there  was  no  threat  to  his  com- 
nunn rations  or  to  his  Hank,  su(-h  as  the  hill  country  of  New  Jersey 
hud  offered  and  Washington  \v,\i\  skilftvUy  utilised. 

The  cani]>uign  of  1777  thus  t  ii(l*'<l  for  the  Britisli  with  a  conspicu- 
ous ilisiister,  and  with  an  uppaicuL  success  whirh  ^\  ;ls  as  disastrous 
as  a  failuiie.  At  its  close  they  held  Xarragansett  Bay,  the  city  and 
harbour  of  New  York,  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  first  was 
an  admirable  naval  base,  especially  for  sailing  shi|)s,  for  the  reasons 
given  by  Rodney.  The  second  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  the  greatest 
niiliUuy  position  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  tiie  United  States ;  and 
although  the  two  could  not  communicate  by  land,  they  did  support 
each  otiier  as  naval  stiitions  in  a  war  essentially  dependent  upon 
maritime  p<nver.  Phi!a(lcl{)hia  served  no  purpose  but  to  divide  an<l 
distmct  liriu.^h  eiilri  prifHi'.  Alwoluteiy  dependent  for  iiiiiiinrnance 
Upon  the  sea,  the  fuicts  iu  it  and  in  New  York  could  not  co-o|>erate  ; 
they  could  not  even  unite  excei)t  by  sea.  When  Clinton  relieved 
Howe  as  commander-in-chief,  though  less  than  a  hundred  miles  away 
by  land,  he  had  to  take  a  voyage  of  over  two  hundred  miles,  half  of 
it  up  adifiicult  river,  to  reach  his  station  {  and  troops  woe 
fenvd  by  tlie  same  tedious  process.  In  consequence  of  these  condi* 
tions,  the  place  had  to  be  abandoned  the  instant  that  war  with 
France  made  coiitrol  of  the  sea  even  doubtful.  The  British  held 
it  for  le^^s  t)iati  nine  months. 

Duriiii^  1777  a  luimlKT  nt'  rai<]s  were  made  by  combined  IJriti.slj 
land  and  sea  iun-cs,  for  tlie  purp<»se  of  destroying  Ameri(ran  d<5p6ts 
and  other  resources.  Taken  together,  Buch  u|>cration8  are  subeiidiaiy 
to,  and  aid,  the  great  object  of  interrupting  or  harassing  the  commu- 
nications of  an  enemy.  In  so  far,  they  have  a  standing  place  among 
the  major  operations  of  war;  but  taken  singly  they  cannot  be  so 
reckoned,  and  the  fact,  therefore,  is  simply  noted,  without  going  into 
details*  It  may  be  remarked,  liowever,  that  in  thenj,  although  the 
scale  was  smaller,  the  Navy  played  the  same  part  that  it  now  does  in 
the  many  expeditions  and  small  wars  undeilaken  by  Great  Britain  in 
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varinus  ]»;irfs  of  the  world;  ilie  saiue  that  it  did  in  tlie  Peninsular 
War.  The  laud  foite  depemled  upon  the  water,  and  tlie  water  was 
^ontooUed  bjr  the  Navy. 

The  events  of  1777  satisfied  the  French  goTeninient  that  the 
Americans  had  strength  and  skill  sufficient  serionslj  to  embarrass 
Great  Britain,  and  that  the  ni'>iiu  nt,  therefore,  was  opportune  for 
taking  steps  which  scarcely  could  fail  to  cause  war.  On  the  6th  of 
Februaiy,  1778,  France  eont  litded  witli  tlic  United  States  an  open 
treaty  of  amity  m\<\  commerce;  and  at  the  same  time  u  sicnml  secret 
treaty,  acknowledging  the  independence  t)f  the  lat^  C  dlonics,  and 
■oonlancting  with  them  a  defensive  alliance.  On  the  13th  of  :March, 
the  French  Ambassador  in  London  commnnicated  the  open  treaty  to 
the  British  nfOTemment,  with  the  remark  that  the  United  States 
WW8  In  full  possession  of  the  independence  proclaimed  by  their 
<leclaration  of  July  Ith,  1770.**  Great  Britain  at  once  recalled  her 
Ambassador,  and  i^jth  ( ininti  ies  prepared  for  war,  although  no  decla- 
ration was  issued.  On  tli.-  i:kh  of  April,  a  French  fleet  of  twelve 
shipji  of  the  line  and  live  tiiu  itc^,  under  the  conimnnd  of  the  Count 
irEstaing,^  sailed  frnm  Toulini  {„r  the  American  coast.  It  was 
destined  to  Delaware  Bay,  hoping  to  intercejit  Howe's  squadron. 
D'Estaing  was  directed  to  begin  hostilitiea  when  f»>rty  leagues  west 
at  Gibraltar. 

The  British  ministiy  was  not  insensible  of  the  danger,  the  im- 
minence of  which  had  been  felt  during  the  previous  year;  but  it 
had  not  got  ready  betimes,  owini;  }>os.sib1y  to  confident  expectations 
of  success  from  the  campaign  of  1777.  Tlie  ships,  in  point  of  num- 
bers and  e(iuii>ment  were  not  as  far  forward  as  the  Admiralty  had 
represented ;  and  dilliculty,  amounting  for  the  momrnt  to  impos- 
sibility, WiW  ex])eiienre(l  in  manninjr  them.  Tlie  \  esst  ls  of  (lie 
Channel  fleet  had  to  robbed  ot  ImjIIi  crews  ami  st<ue«  to  ciuupuse 
a  proper  reinforcement  for  America,  iloreover,  the  destination  of 
the  Toulon  squadion  was  unknown,  the  French  goveniroent  having 
given  out  that  it  was  bound  to  Brest,  where  over  twenty  other  sht|i6 
of  tibe  line  were  in  an  advanced  state  of  preparation.  Not  until  the 
5th  of  June,  when  d'Kstaing  was  already  eight  weeks  out,  was  cer- 
tain news  brought  by  a  frigate,  which  had  watched  his  fleet  after  it 

1  Charlea  H.,  Comte  d'Estaing.  Bora,  1720.  Served  in  India  under  Lallj  Tolka- 

ilal,  1758.  After  linviuu'  1m  .  n  taken  prifioriiT  .'it  Madras  in  1759,  exchangKl  into  thft 
navy.  Coioniatided  in  North  America,  1776-SO.  Guillotined,  1794 
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had  passed  Gibraltiir,  and  which  had  accompanied  it  into  the  Atlantic 
nint  ty  leagues  west  of  the  Straitjj.  The  reiut'oicttiuent  for  America 
was  then  peiiuitttid  to  dei>art.  On  the  9th  of  June,  thirteen  ships  of 
the  line  sailed  for  Xew  York  under  the  command  of  Vice-Admiral 
the  Hon.  John  Byron.^ 

These  delajB  occMiooed  a  singular  and  striking  illustration  of 
the  ill  effects  upon  comment  of  inadequate  preparation  for  manning 
tlie  fleet  A  considei-able  number  of  West  India  ships,  with  stores 
absolutely  nccessaiy  for  the  preservation  of  the  islands^  waited  at 
Portsmouth  for  convoy  for  upwards  of  three  months,  while  the 
whole  fleet,  of  eighty  sail,  wrts  detained  fur  live  weeks  after  it  had 
assembled;  "and,  altliough  the  wind  came  i'air  on  the  ll'tli  of  May, 
it  did  not  sail  till  tlie  26th,  owing  to  the  convoying  shijis,  tlie  Jiui/ae 
iuid  the  Bttbi/t  not  l>eing  ready/'  Forty-five  owneis  and  masters 
signed  a  letter  to  the  Admiralt),  stating  these  facts.  The  convoy,*!  c 
they  said,  **vas  appointed  to  sail  Apnl  l(^th.*'  Many  ships  had 
been  ready  as  early  as  February.  Is  not  this  shameful  usage,  my 
T.ords,  thus  to  deceive  the  puUtc  in  general?  There  are  two  hun- 
dred shipe  loaded  with  provisions,  etc^  waiting  at  Spithead  these 
thn'p  mnntlm.  The  average  expense  of  each  ship  amounts  to  X150 
nMintldy,  so  tliat  tlie  expense  of  the  whole  West  ludui  fleet  since 
February  amount**  to  XiH),0O0.'* 

The  West  Indies  before  the  war  liad  depeiulcd  chietly  ujk)!!  their 
fellow  Colonies  on  the  American  continent  for  provisions,  as  well  as 

'  List  of  the  fleet  sent  to  North  America  luider  VicC'Atliuii'al  Byron :  — 


Ilojal  Oak 


5  Renr-Aclniir.il  Ilyik  Parker  (B.). 
(  Ciiiitalu  Ileiiry  Francis  Evuna, 


\  Captain  AntlKHiy  Paney. 

74    rnptaiii  Edinuntl  Afllotk. 
74   Cttptaiii  G«or^e  Buwycr. 
74  Captain  Thomao  Graves. 


JieJ/ord 

AU»ion 

Cmqaerer 

CorniraH 

Fame 

Grafton 

.Suitan 

MonnunUh 

Gtmdalonpt 


28   Captain  Hti;;li  Robinson. 


74  C'rti>tain  (icoi-ge  Balfour- 
74   ("aptain  Stephen  Colby. 


e4  Captain  Thonaa  OollinRwood. 


74   Ca|>tain  Tiiiintliv  E<lwiinl9, 


74   Captain  Thomas  Wilkinison. 
74    Captain  Franci«  .Samuel  Drake. 


74    Captain  Juhu  Whcdock. 


Beataon,  vi.  1(16  (corrected).   W.  L.  a 
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for  ot!ier  prime  necessaries.  Not  fuily  were  these  cut  off  as  an  inei- 
(knit  lit'  the  war,  entailing'  cfreat  embirrassnu-m  ami  suflVriiiLT,  wliich 
elicited  vciieiueiit  ap^wals  from  the  plauioi-  cniniiiuiiiiy  to  tlu»  home 
goveruniunt,  but  the  American  privateers  i»R}e«i  lieavily  u^hju  liie 
commerce  of  the  islands,  whose  industries  were  thw  smitten  xoot 
and  bnmch,  import  and  export*  In  1776,  salt  food  iot  wliites  and 
negroes  had  risen  from  50  to  100  per  cent,  and  com,  the  chief  sup* 
port  of  the  shaves,  —  the  labouring  class,  —  by  400  per  cent.  At  the 
same  time  sng-.ir  had  fallen  from  25  to  40  per  cent  in  price,  rum  over 
.37  jR-r  cent.  The  words  "  starvation  "  ami  *•  famine  "  were  freely 
use»l  in  these  representations,  which  wt  re  repeated  in  1778.  Insur- 
ance rose  to  \K'T  cent ;  atid  this,  wiLli  actual  losses  by  capture,' 
and  hy  ees-sation  of  American  trade,  with  consequent  fall  of  prices, 
was  estimated  to  give  a  total  loss  of  £06  upon  every  £100  earned 
before  the  war.  Yet,  with  all  this,  the  outward  West  India  fleet 
v/in  1778  waited  six  weeks,  April  lOth-May  26th,  for  convoy.  Imme* 
diately  after  it  got  away,  a  rigorous  embargo  was  laid  npon  all  ship* 
ping  in  British  ports,  that  their  crews  might  be  impressed  to  man  the 
Channel  fleet.  Market-boats,  tn  en,  were  not  allowed  to  pass  be- 
tween Portsnnmth  and  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Thi-ee  day-^  after  Byron  had  sailed.  Admiral  the  TInn.  Anp^tjsttts 
Keppfl  also  put  to  se;i  witli  twenty-one  shiixs  of  the  line,  to  eiiiise 
off  iirest.     His  instructions  were  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the 

>  The  Semtaxjr  of  LkydV  for  tbe  fNurpoM*  of  tliw  work,  has  been  so  good  as  U> 

cansc'  to  bf  specially  coiupilt'*!  a  smntiiary  of  tla'  1  .  s-.-  aii<l  wiptim'a  during  the  pcritxj 
177&-17S3.  Tliii^  8o  Cur  as  it  deals  with  merchaiitiueu  aad  phvateen,  givra  the  iul* 
lowing  TCsalto. 


Beiti«h  Vukcl*. 

Men  hunt  in»'n. 

Prl»at#ttn(. 

Merclkaiitiiicii. 

Tkken.* 

Be-Uken  or 
RkiiBomnd. 

Taken.* 

Be-takao  or 
Rantomad. 

Taken.* 

Re-take  u  or 
Bauaomed. 

Taken.* 

Uo-takao  or 
RanaoBied. 

1775  .  . 

1776  .  . 

221* 

61 

19 

e 

1777 .  . 

331 

52 

61 

1 

18 

1778  .  . 

3:'.f 

87 

5 

232 

5 

16 

1779  .  . 

4S7 

106 

29 

6  1 

238 

ft 

81 

17M. . 

5S1 

360 

15 

9  j 

80S 

S 

84 

1 

17S1  .  . 

5S7 

211 

83 

«  i 

277 

10 

40 

1782 .  . 

415 

99 

1 

104 

1 

08 

1783 .  . 

98 

is 

1 

T  1 

11 

2 

» 

*  lacludiim  Uuwa  iv-Ukeo  or  ratwomed. 
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Toulon  and  Brest  divisions,  attacking  eitlser  tlmt  he  might  nifft 
On  the  17th  of  June,  two  FrikIi  friyr-ius  wvwi  sighted.  In  (iidt  r 
that  they  inigliL  imt  ivjuiii  his  force  or  his  muvciutuUi,  the  British 
Admiral  sent  two  of  his  own  irigates,  with  the  requeist  that  they 
would  speak  him.  One,  the  BnUe,  36,  refused ;  and  an  engage- 
jnent  followed  between  her  and  the  British  ship,  the  Arethusa,  82, 
-Captun  Samnel  MaFshall.^  Although  both  KeppeFs  and  d'Estaing^s 
oxden  prescribed  acts  of  hostility,  no  formal  war  yet  existed.  The 
King  of  France  suhsequently  declared  that  this  occurrence  fixed 
the  tlate  of  the  war's  heginiivng. 

Byron  had  a  very  tempestuous  passage,  with  adverse  winds,  l)y 
which  iiis  vessels  wen?  scattrred  and  tlamnged.  On  tlie  l^^th  of 
August,  sixty-seven  days  trum  Pl_yiuuuLli,  the  ilagship  anived  oiY  tlic 
«outh  coast  of  Long  Ishind,  ninety  miles  east  of  Hew  York,  without 
one  of  the  fleet  in  company.  There  twelve  ships  were  seen  at  anchor 
to  leeward  (north),  nine  or  ten  miles  distant,  having  jury  masts,  and 
«howing  other  signs  of  disability.  The  British  vessel  approached 
near  enough  to  recognise  them  as  French.  They  were  d'Estaing's 
•aquadron,  crippled  by  a  very  heavj'  gale,  in  which  Howe^S  force  had 
also  suffered,  though  to  a  less  extent.  As  he  was  alone,  and  ignorant 
-of  existing  conditions,  B^Ton  thought  it  inexi>e(!i(*nt  to  I'ontiiitic  on 
for  either  New  Ynik  or  Numir^ansett  Bay.  The  wind  being  south- 
erly, lie  steered  for  JIaiii'ax,  wliich  he  readied  August  2Gth.  Somo 
of  his  shijw  also  entered  there.  A  very  few  had  already  succeeded 
in  joining  Howe  in  New  York,  being  fortunate  enough  to  escape  the 
enemy. 

So  far  as  help  from  England  went.  Lord  Howe  would  have  been 
crushed  long  before  this.  He  owed  his  safety  partly  to  his  own  celer- 
ity, partly  to  the  delays  of  his  opixjneiit.  Early  in  May  he  received 
advices  from  home,  wiuch  convinced  him  that  a  sudden  and  rapid 
abandonment  of  Philadf>lphia  and  of  Dcla'wun'  Hay  niifj^ht  Iwconi*' 
necessary.  He  tlic'ruforc  concentmlfil  his  siiips  nl  tJie  line  from  Ni'W 
York  anil  Xarragausctt  at  the  moutli  of  the  Bay,  while  the  transports 
embai'ked  all  stores,  except  those  needed  for  a  fortnight's  8ni)ply  of 
the  army  in  a  hostile  country.  The  threatening  ocmtingency  of  a 
«up»ior  enemy's  appearing  off  the  coast  might,  and  did,  make  it 
imperative  not  to  risk  the  troops  at  sea,  but  to  choose  instead  the 
alternative  of  a  ninety-mile  march  through  New  Jersey,  which  a  year 
belofe  had  been  rejected  as  too  hazardous  for  an  even  larger  force. 

*  For  «a  aeooont  of  the  dngle-»hip  actions  of  the  war,  tee  Cbsp.  XSXII. 
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Thus  prep:ii-ef1,  iin  time  was  lust  when  tlie  evacuation  became  neccs- 
8ary.  Sir  William  llnwe.  who  had  l)cen  relieved  on  the  24th  of  May 
by  Sir  lienry  ClintMii.  i-sciiped  the  lumuliatioii  of  giving  up  hi« 
dearly  bought  conquest.  Oji  tlie  18th  ut  Juuo  tlie  British  troops, 
12,000  in  number,  were  ferried  acioss  tbfl  Delaware,  under  tlie  super- 
vision of  the  Navy,  and  began  their  hazatdous  march  to  New  York. 
The  next  day  the  tFansiKwts  twgan  to  move  down  the  rivw;  but, 
owing  to  the  difficult  nHvigation,  head  winda,  and  calms,  they  did  not 
get  to  sea  until  the  28th  of  June.  On  the  8th  <>f  July,  ten  days  too 
late,  d'Estaing  anchored  in  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware.  H:id  a 
passage  of  even  orfrnmry  lenjjth  taken  place,"  wrote  WasliinL'tnii, 
"Lord  Howew  itli  tlie  British  sliips  of  war  and  all  the  transiK>it>i  in 
the  river  Delawart-  must  inevitably  have  fallen;  and  Sir  Ilenn, 
Clinton  must  have  liud  better  luck  than  is  conmioniy  di8i>ensed  to 
men  of  his  profession  nnder  auch  circumstances,  if  he  and  his  troops 
had  not  shared  at  least  the  fate  of  Buigoyne.** 

Had  Howe*s  fleet  been  intercepted,  there  would  have  been  no 
naval  defence  for  New  York;  the  French  fleet  wonld  have  smv- 
mounted  the  dithculties  of  the  harbour  bar  at  its  ease;  and  Clinton, 
caught  between  ii  an<l  the  American  army,  must  have  surrendered. 
Howe's  arrival  obviated  this  immediate  dantrer;  Init  niueh  still 
needed  to  be  done,  or  the  end  wonld  he  post^wned  only,  iioL  averted. 
A  fair  wind  carried  the  fleet  and  the  vviiole  convoy  from  tlie  Dela- 
ware to  Sandy  Hook  in  forty-eight  hours.  On  the  moniing  of  the 
29th,  as  Howe  was  apjnoaching  his  |x)rt,  he  spoke  a  packet  from 
England,  which  not  only  brought  definite  news  of  d*£8taing*s  sailing, 
but  also  reported  that  she  heiBelf  had  fallen  in  with  him  to  the  soutli- 
ward,  not  very  far  from  the  American  eoss^  and  had  been  chased  by 
his  ships.   His  appeaiance  off  New  York,  therefore,  was  imminent 

Howe's  measures  were  prompt  and  thorough,  as  became  his  great 
reputation.  To  watch  for  d'Kstainr'';*  approach,  a  )""ly  of  crni.sers 
was  despatclied,  minu'rous  euoULj^h  for  .««oine  to  bring  frequent  word 
of  hi-s  movements,  while  others  ke[»t  touch  w  ith  him.  The  shijjs  at 
New  York  were  ortlered  do\Mi  to  Sandy  Hook,  where  the  defence  of 
the  entrance  was  to  be  made.  Clinton,  who  had  been  hard  pressed 
by  Washington  throughout  his  march,  arrived  on  the  dOtli  of  Jtuie  — 
the  day  after  Howe  himself — on  the  heights  of  Navesink,  on  the  sea- 
coast.  Just  south  of  Sandy  Hook.  During  the  previous  winter  the 
sea  bad  made  a  breach  Ix'tween  the  heights  and  the  Hook,  convertF 
ing  the  latter  into  an  island.  Across  this  inlet  tlie  Navy  threw  a 
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bridpfc  ttf  iKKit-t,  by  which  the  army  on  ihe  5tli  of  July  passed  to  the 
Hook,  and  iht.'iu  e  wiis  i  tinveyed  t<»  tln^  <-ity. 

Oil  ihu  auiu^  day  the  French  lleet  wajs  s>t<fhted  off  the  coast  of 
Virginiu  by  a  cruiser,  wbicli  readied  Howe  cm  the  7th;  and  two  daya^ 
later  another  brought  word  that  the  enemy  bad  anchored  on  the  8th 
off  the  Delaware.  There  d^Estaing  again  tarried  for  two  days,  which 
were  diligently  improved  by  the  British  Admiral,  who  at  the  same 
time  sent  off  despatL-lies  to  warn  Byron,  of  whose  coming  he  now  had 
heard.  Despite  all  his  energy,  his  jjrejianitioiLS  still  were  far  from 
coinpU  t  \  wlien  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  a  tiiiixl  vessel  arrived, 
aimounciiiL,'  tliat  the  French  were  approaching'.  That  evening  thev 
anchitnil  outaide,  foui-  miles  sonth  of  Sandy  Hook.  IIowi',  who 
during  all  those  duy^i  wiui  indefatigable,  not  only  ill  planning  but  also 
in  persoiud  aaperviaion  of  details,  hastened  at  once  to  {dace  bia  ves- 
sels  according  to  the  disposition  which  he  had  determined,  and  which, 
be  had  carefully  explained  to  his  captatnst  thus  insttring  an  intel- 
ligent co-operation  on  their  part. 

The  narrow  arm  of  land  called  Sandy  Hook  projects  in  a  nor- 
therly du'ection  from  the  New  Jereey  coast,  and  covers  the  lower  bay 
of  New  York  on  the  south  side.  The  main  .slii[H  litinnol,  then  as 
now,  ran  nearly  ea.st  and  west,  at  rigid  angles  to  the  Hook  and  close 
to  its  northern  cud.  IJeyond  lljc  channel,  to  the  iu>ilii,  there  was  no 
Bolid  ground  for  fortification  within  the  caunon  range  of  tliat  day. 
Therefore  such  guns  as  could  be  mounted  on  shore*  five  in  number, 
were  placed  in  battery  at  the  end  of  the  Hook.  These  formed  the 
right  flank  of  the  defence,  which  was  continued  thence  to  the  west- 
ward by  a  line  of  seven  ships,  skirting  the  soutliern  edge  of  the 
diannel.  As  the  approach  of  tlic  French,  if  they  attacked,  nnist  Ije 
with  an  easterly  wind  and  a  rising  tide,  the  ships  were  placed  with 
tliat  expectation ;  and  in  sncli  wise  that,  riding  with  their  heads  to 
the  eastward,  each  sncccssivL-  one,  from  van  to  resir,  lay  a  liitK'  out- 
side—  north  —  of  her  next  aheaul.  The  ol>ject  of  this  indented  for- 
mation was  that  each  ship  might  bring  her  broadside  to  l>ear  east,  and 
yet  fire  dear  of  those  to  tbe  east  of  her.  In  order  to  effect  this  con- 
centration of  all  the  batteries  in  an  easterly  direction*  which  would 
rake  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  a  spring  was  run  from  the  outer,  or 
port  quarter  of  every  ^ip,  except  the  leader.^   These  springs  were 

'  Hm  IsNd^v  the  Xeviathdn,  Commander  Joseph  Tathwell,  was  exoepted,  evidently 

Ixicniise  she  ky  nniler  the  IIo«k,  and  hfi  i;i;n>  cimld  not  bear  down  channel.  She 
was  uot  a  flghtmg  ship  of  the  Bquwlron,  but  uu  anued  atoKdiip,  although  origiiuiUy 
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not  takoii  to  the  1)o\v  eaMc  or  anclior.  ns  was  oft*'U  done,  but  to 
aiirhdis  of  tlieir  own.  |iliL(  ril  luDad  olT  tlie  port  hows.  If,  then,  the 
enemy  attacked,  tlie  sjhijjs,  by  siiuply  kiTpiiiLr  fiu^t  lite  spriiinfs  and 
veering  llie  cables,  would  swing  witli  tlieir  bnnui.side.s  to  ihe  ea.st.  If 
the  enemy,  which  had  no  how  fiie,  survived  his  punishinent^  and  sac* 
oeeded  in  advancing  abreast  the  line,  it  was  necessaiy  only  to  keep 
lut  the  cables  and  let  go  tiie  springs ;  the  ships  would  swing  hewl 
again  to  the  east,  and  the  hroadsidea  would  once  more  bear  acrow 
the  channel,  instead  of  along  it.  Thf  S(  careful  amngcments  were 
subject,  of  couree,  to  the  niischance  of  shot  cutting  away  cables  or 
springs;  hut  thi.s  was  nnirc  tlian  offset  hv  the  pn>Kd»le  injnrv  to 
the  enemy's  spars  ami  rit^<;iiii^.  hefnrc  he  could  u.se  his  lialtn  ics  at  alh 

Sucli  W4Ui  the  main  tlcfciice  arratiLTed  l)^'  llowo ;  willi  wliicli  New 
York  stood  or  fell.  In  tiie  line  were  tive  si.xty-foui-s,  one  tifty,  antl 
an  armed  atoreship.  An  advanced  line,  of  one  lifty  with  two  smaller 
vessels,  was  placed  just  inside  the  bar  —  two  or  three  miles  outside 
the  Hook  —  to  rake  the  enemy  as  he  crossed,  retiring  as  he  ap> 
pronched ;  and  four  galleys,  fotming  a  second  linet  were  alM>  stationed 
for  the  same  puipoae,  across  the  channel,  abreast  of  the  Hook.  The 
retreat  of  these  was  secure  into  the  .shoal  water,  where  they  e(mld  not 
ln^  fnllowpd.  One  sixty-four  and  sonic  ti  iL,Mtcs  were  held  as  a  ix'servc, 
inside  the  main  line,  to  act  as  oce.isioii  nii'^iit  require.  Tin*  total 
available  force  wjis.six  sixty-i\>ui-s,'  three  litlies,and  six  frigates.  D'Es- 
taing's  licet,  in  dcuiil,  consisted  of  one  uinet\'-guii  shi^),  one  eighty, 
six  seventy-fouxa,  three  shcty-f outs,  and  one  fifty.  Great  ss  was  this 
discrepancy  between  the  opi>onentfl,  it  was  counterbalanced  largely 

Howe^s  skilful  dispositions,  which  his  enemy  could  not  circum> 

u  ship  of  war,  nn<l  tlicrffore  by  her  thickness  of  si»le  Ik'Ult  fitte<l  for  ilefence  than  an 
ordinat}'  iiuTchaut  vessel.  FhdDg  ber  ^e^nis  to  have  been  an  aftorthou;j;ht,  t<i  c1'>m: 
the  ^rnfp  ill  thf  line,  and  prevent  even  the  p --silalii  v  uf  the  enemy's  ship*  tuniin*;  in 
there  niiil  doubliug  on  the  van.  Thu«  lluwc  avoi<k-d  the  fatal  oventij^ht  uiude  by 
Braeys  tveaty  y«w»  later,  in  Aboukir  Bay. 

1  Tbew  wen 

^  Vice-Admiral  Lord  IIowc  (R.). 
Ea^k  (J4    -j  Captain  Ilenrv  Duncnn  (1st). 

(Captain       i  Curtis  (2nd). 
THdtnt         64    5Commo,lore  I.hn  Kllint. 

(  Captain  Anthony  James  rye  MuUoy, 
Smmtit       04      Captain  Ctooige  Onrry. 
Nontuch        64      Captain  Walter  GrifHth. 
Ardent  Captain  Ueotge  Keppel. 

^  AlbMS    64     Captain  Riohaid  Onalow. 
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vent.  Tf  tho  \niicv  ouee  cfot  aloncrside,  there  was  little  hoixj  for  tlie 
British  ;  but  it  Wiis  iaiposijible  to  evade  the  primary  uccciiaity  of 
undergoing  a  raking  tire,  without  reply,  from  the  ezkeme  range  of 
t^eir  CBonon  up  to  the  moment  of  closing.  The  stake,  however,  was 
great,  and  the  apparent  odds  stirred  to  tiie  bottom  the  fighting  blood 
of  the  British  seamen.  Hie  ships  ot  war  being  shortrhanded,  Howe 
called  for  voluntet  i  .s  from  the  transports.'  Such  numbers  came  forw  a  t  d 
that  tiie  agents  of  the  vessels  sc  an  ( 1  y  could  keep  a  watch  on  board  ; 
and  many  whose  names  were  not  (in  tlu'  lists  eoucealed  themselves  in 
the  bants  whicli  earned  their  comjmnions  t(»  the  fightiuL,'  ships.  The 
masters  and  mates  of  merchantmen  in  tlie  harbour  in  like  uiauuer 
offered  tlieir  services,  tiiking  their  stations  at  the  guns.  Othera 
croued  off  the  eoast  in  snmll  boats,  to  warn  off  approaching  vessels ; 
many  of  which  nevertheless  fell  into  the  enemy's  lumds. 

Meanwhile  d'Estaing  was  in  communication  with  Washington, 
one  of  whose  aidesnfe^mp  visited  his  ftigship.  A  number  of  New 
York  l  i!  1-  also  were  sent.  When  tin  :J:e  learned  the  dj-.vught  of  the 
heavier  French  ships,  they  declared  that  it  was  impossible  to  Uike 
tluMn  in  ;  that  there  was  on  the  bar  only  twenty-three  feet  at  h'lgh- 
water.  Had  that  l)een  really  the  case,  Howe  would  not  have  needed 
to  make,  the  prcpuratiunii  for  defence  that  were  visible  to  thonsaiidji 
of  eyes  on  sea  and  on  shore  ;  but  d'Estaing,  though  peraonally  brave 
as  a  lion,  was  timid  in  his  profession,  which  he  had  entered  vtty  late 
and  without  serving  in  the  lower  grades.  The  assurances  of  the 
pilots  were  accepted  after  an  examination  by  a  lieutenant  of  the 
flagship,  who  could  find  nothing  deeper  than  twenty-two  feet*  For- 
tune's favours  are  tbrowni  away,  as  though  in  mockery,  on  the  incom- 
Ijeteut  or  the  iiTCsolute.  On  the  22nd  of  July  a  fresh  north-east 
wind  concurred  with  a  spring  tide  to  give  the  highest  possible  water 
on  the  bar. 

'*  At  eight  o*elMk,"  wrote  an  eyp-witness  in  the  liriti-li  flwt,  "d'KMauig  with 
all  hb  gqaadron  appeared  under  way.  If''  ki'jit  wfirkiiiiT  tn  windward,  an  if  tn  jjain 
a  proper  position  for  crossing  the  bar  by  tlie  tune  tlie  tide  should  wjne.  The  wind 
could  not  be  more  favourable  for  saeh  A  d«»ign ;  it  blew  from  tlie«uot  point  from 
which  he  crmM  attack  us  to  tin-  i^n  af-  advantage.  The  sprinj:  tid.  s  woyf  ;it  the 
highest,  oad  that  afternoon  thirty  feet  on  the  bar.  We  consequently  cipected  Uie 
hottMt  dfty  that  had  ever  been  f  onght  between  tlie  two  nations.  On  our  nde  ail 
wu  at  eteke.   Had  the  men^-war  been  defeated,  the  fleet  of  transports  and 


*  A  tetter  to  tbe  Admiralty,  dateil  October  8th,  1779,  from  Vice- Admiral  Marriot 
Arbiilhnot,  then  cominandei^in-chief  ut  New  York,  states  that  "at  spiiDg  tides  tbtt* 
is  generally  thirty  feet  of  water  on  tbe  bar  at  bigb  water." 
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victuallers  must  have  been  dcstroye*!,  and  the  army,  of  cotirse,  have  fallen  with  us. 
D'KstAiug,  bovrevcr,  had  not  spirit  equal  to  the  risk ;  at  three  o'clock  we  saw  him 
bear  off  to  the  wnthwaidt  and  in  a  few  hoara  he  vm  out  of  ^hk," 

Vour  ihiya  lutti,  Howe,  reporting  these  occurrences,  wrote  :  "  The 
weather  having  1>een  fiftyoimble  the  List  thzee  days  for  forcing  en- 
trance to  this  port,  I  conclude  the  French  comniander  has  deBbted." 
It  is  clear  that  the  experienced  British  admiral  did  not  recognise  the 
impossibility  of  success  for  the  enemy. 

After  the  demonstration  of  the  22nfl.  d'Estjiing  stood  to  the 
southward,  with  the  wind  at  east.  The  British  advice-ljoats  brought 
Iwck  word  that  they  had  kept  cnmpanv  with  him  m  far  soutli  as  the 
Capes  of  the  I)ehiwar«>,  and  tluTe  liad  left  l;iin  niiiety  miles  from 
laud.  When  their  depuiture  fretd  him  from  observation,  he  turned, 
and  made  for  Narragansett  Bay,  an  attack  on  which,  in  support  of  an 
American  land  force,  had  been  concerted  between  him  and  Washing- 
ton. On  the  29th  he  anchored  three  miles  south  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  there  awaited  a  suitable  moment  for  forcing  the  entniDce. 

Narragansett  Bay  eontains  several  ishmds.  The  two  hirgest, 
near  the  sea.  are  Rhode  Islaiul  and  Couanicut,  the  latter  lieing  the 
more  wesleily.  Thpir  general  direction,  as  that  of  the  Bay  it^ielf, 
Ls  north  and  Houtli ;  and  by  them  the  entninee  is  divided  into  three 
piifisages.  Of  tht  se,  the  esistern,  called  Seakoiinet,  is  not  navig-ahle 
above  Rhode  Island.  The  central,  which  is  the  main  cliannel,  is 
joined  by  the  western  above  Conanicuti  and  thus  the  two  lead  to  the 
npp&t  Bay.  The  town  of  Newport  is  on  the  west  side  of  Rhode 
Island,  four  miles  from  tlie  main  entrance* 

On  the  80th  of  July,  the  day  after  the  French  fleet  liad  arrived, 
two  of  its  shipa  of  the  line,  under  c(»mmaud  »>f  the  afterwards  cele- 
bmted  Sufifren,  went  up  the  western  ohnnnpl,  anphorincr  within  it 
near  flie  south  end  of  Conanicut.  One  of  them,  as  she  jtassed,  was 
hulU;d  twice  by  tlu*  Britisli  liatteries.  At  the  same  time,  two  frig- 
ates aiul  a  corvette  entered  Seakonuet;  whereupon  the  British 
abandoned  and  bumed  a  sloop  of  war,  the  Kin^fidur,  16,  and  some 
galleys  there  stationed.  The  British  general.  Sir  Robert  Pigot,  now 
withdrew  his  detachments  from  Codanicut,  disabling  the  guns,  and 
concentrated  the  bulk  of  hh  force  in  the  SKuthern  part  of  Rliode 
Island  and  about  Newport.  Goat  Island,  which  covers  the  inner 
harbour  of  the  town,  was  still  occupied,  the  main  cliiinucl  being 
commanded  by  its  batteries,  n<?  wpII  as  l)y  those  to  the  north  and 
south  of  it  upon  lihode  Island.    On  the  5th  of  August,  Jiuffren's 
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two  shijis  got  under  Wfty*  aailed  through  tlm  western  pa^ssage,  and 
aiichoretJ  in  the  main  diaiinel,  north  of  Conauicut;  their  former 
|K)S!tions  lM.ing  taken  by  two  other  ships  of  the  line.*  The  senior 
Hriii.sh  naval  otticer.  ("iiiuaiu  Jolm  Brisbane,  seeing  retreat  eul  oii" 
iu  both  directions,  now  destroyed  those  ships  of  war^  which  could 
not  enter  the  inner  harbour,  siuking  two  between  (xoat  and  Rhode 
Islands,  to  prevent  any  enemy  paeiiing  there.  Five  transports  also 
were  sunk  north  of  Goat  Isknd,  between  it  and  Coaster^s  Harbour, 
to  protect  the  inside  anchorage  in  that  direction.  These  preliminaiy 
operations  thus  cost  the  British  five  frigates  and  two  sloops,  besides 
some  galleys.  Guns  and  ammunition  taken  from  them  went  to 
inci-ease  the  defences ;  ami  their  offiroro  and  crews,  over  a  thousand 
iu  number,  sei-ved  in  the  fortifications. 

On  the  8th  of  Auiriist  tlie  eight  remiiiiiiiit»  French  sliips  of  the 
line  run  the  batteries  on  lihode  and  Gout  ItshindM,  anchoring  above 
the  latter,  between  it  and  Ctmanicut,  and  were  rejoined  th«e  by 
the  four  previously  detached  to  the  western  passiige.  Ten  thousand 
American  tixwfs  having  by  this  time  crossed  from  the  mainland  to 
the  northern  part  of  Rhode  Island,  d'Estaing  immediately  landed 
four  thousand  noldiers  and  seamen  from  the  fleet  up<m  Cottanlcut, 
for  a  preliminary  or^misation ;  after  which  they  h\h<>  were  to  pass  to 
Rhode  Island  ;in  1  join  in  the  openitions.  For  the  moment,  there- 
fore, the  British  garrison,  numbering  proljiibly  six  thons.nnd  men,* 
was  hetniiied  in  hy  vastly  snperior  forces,  by  land  and  by  water. 
Its  emburnu^-snient,  however,  did  not  last  long.  On  the  following 
morning  Lord  Howe  appeared,  and  anchored  off  Point  Judith,  seven 
miles  &om  the  entrance  to  the  Bay,  and  twelve  from  the  positicm 
then  occupied  by  tiie  French  fleet.  He  brought  a  stronger  force 
than  he  had  been  able  to  gather  for  the  defence  of  New  York,  having 
now  one  seventy-four,  seven  sixty-foun,  and  five  fifties,  besides 
several  smaller  vessels;  but  he  still  was  greatly  inferior  to  his 
opponent,  hy  any  ratioiial  mode  of  naval  reckoning. 

Howe's  energies  in  >iew  York  lra<l  ttot  been  eontined  to  prepara- 
tions for  resisting  the  entrance  of  tlie  enemy,  nor  did  they  cease 
with  the  laiter's  departure.    Wlien  he  first  arrived  there  from  Phila- 

*  Tlieae  four  ships  were  anions  tb«  siuallcHt  of  tbw  fluel,  lieing  one  74,  two  (WV, 
«Qd  a  50.  lyBstuog  msty  properly  reaemd  his  henTicHt  diipa  to  forae  Um  main 

channel. 

^  Fhrot  32  ;  Juno,  32  ;  Lark,  32  i  Orpheus,  32;  Falem,  16. 
'  I  biiTB  not  lieen  abl«  to  find  an  exact  statement  of  tlie  onmber ;  Beataon  givM 
eight  Figioient^  with  a  leinfoieement  of  five  battaliona. 
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delpbia,  he  bad  hastened  to  get  hia  ships  ready  for  sea,  a  pre> 
occupation  which  somewhat,  but  not  unduly,  delayed  thai  taking 

their  positions  at  Sandy  Hook.  Two,  for  instance,  had  been  at  tbe 
wateriiij-l>lace  wlien  the  approacli  of  the  French  was  signalled. 
OwiiiL,'  i<»  tliis  ilili'jf-cni't',  no  i\mv  was  Inst  by  his  faidt  when  tlie  new 
destination  of  the  enemy  was  njade  known  to  him,  on  the  28Uj  or 
of  July,  by  tlie  arrival  of  tlie  Jtaisoimablc,  1*4,^  Captain  Thomas 
Fitzherbert,  £rom  Halifax.  This  ship  narrowly  escaped  Uie  French 
fleet,  having  passed  it  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  steeting  for  Rhode 
Island.  The  JKemwn,  50,  Captain  George  Dawson  (Acf g),  which  on 
the  26th  had  reached  New  York  from  the  West  Indies,  had  a 
similar  elose  sliavc,  having  passed  nnnotioed  through  the  rear  of  the 
enemy  the  night  before.  Besides  these  two,  Howe  was  joined  also 
by  tlie  CcntuHoriy  50,  Captain  RicharrI  Uratlnvaite,  from  Halifax, 
and  by  the  CornwfiU,  74.  Captain  Timothy  Ivl wards;  the  latter, 
which  crossed  the  bar  ku  tlie  SOth.  being  tiie  lirat  uf  Byron's  fleet  to 
reach  New  York.  The  three  others  belonged  to  Howe's  own 
squadrcML  For  the  two  Halifax  ships  which  helped  to  make  this 
most  welcome  reinforcement,  the  Admiral  was  indebted  to  the  diU« 
gence  of  the  officer  there  commanding,  who  hurried  them  away  as 
soon  as  he  learned  of  d'Estaing*s  appearance  on  the  coast  The 
opportaneneis  of  their  arrival  attracted  notice.  Had  they  appeai-ed 
a  few  days  sooner,**  says  a  contemporary  narrative,  "either  thiy 
must  have  been  prevented  from  fonning  a  junrtion  with  our  s(|uad- 
ron.  and  forced  aLTaiu  to  sea,  or  we  should  liavc  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  see  them  increase  the  triumph  of  our  enemy." 

On  the  1st  of  August,  forty-eight  hours  f^fter  the  CbntuMiU  had 
oome  in  from  a  stormy  passage  of  fiftf-two  days*  tbe  squadixm  was 
ready  for  sea,  and  Howe  attempted  to  sail  $  but  the  wind  hauled  foul 
immediately  after  the  signal  to  weigh  had  been  made.  It  did  not 
become  fair  at  the  hour  of  high  water,  when  alone  heavy  ships  could 
cross  the  bar,  until  the  morning  of  the  6th.  "  Rhode  Island  was  of 
such  importance,"  says  the  narnitnr  already  quoted,  '*a«rf  tJir.  fnti'  of 
so  large  a  portion  of  the.  JJrih's!i  iinni/  as  fi.nnc'l  the  garrison  vix  (/ 
.vwrA  infinite  coMequencc  to  the  yciural  cauin;  that  it  was  imagined  the 
Admiral  would  not  lose  a  moment  in  making  some  attempt  for  their 
relief.**  He  had  learned  of  the  detachments  made  from  tfie  French 
fleet,  and  hoped  tiiat  some  advantage  might  be  taken  of  this  division. 

-  It  nwy  be  iDtaiMttiig  to  tbcbU  tbst  this  was  the  iihip  on  ^  btxAs  of  which 
NelMii'*  iMioe  fimt  wa»  home  in  the  navj,  in  1771. 
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In  short,  he  went,  as  was  proper  snd  incumbent  on  him  in  snch 
critical  ciicomstancea,  to  take  a  great  risk,  in  hope  of  a  fiftvouFafale 
chance  offering.  On  the  9tht  as  before  stated,  he  ancbored  off  Point 

Judith,  and  op^ied  communications  with  the  gazrison,  from  which 
he  learned  the  events  tliat  Imd  so  far  occurred,  and  also  that  the 
enemy  was  well  provided  willi  craft  of  all  kinds  to  make  a  descent 
upon  any  part  of  the  Ishiud. 

As  de  Gnussc  at  Yorktown,  when  ninjour  announced  the  a|>- 
prouch  of  a  Britiiih  fleet,  was  deterred  only  by  the  most  urgent  appeals 
of  Washington  from  abandoning  his  control  of  tlie  Chesapeake, 
essential  to  the  oi^tare  of  CornwaUis,  so  now  d*£staing,  in  Narm^ 
gansett  Bay,  was  unwilling  to  keep  his  place,  in  face  of  Howe's 
greatly  inferior  squadron.^  The  influence  ezcerted  upon  these  two 
admirals  by  the  mere  approach  of  a  hostile  fleets  whoa,  decisive 
advantages  depended  upon  their  holding  their  grotitid,  may  be 
cited  plausibly  in  support  of  the  most  exti-eme  view  of  tlie  effect  of 
a  llect  in  being;"  but  the  instances  also,  when  tiie  coadilious  are 
aniilyijcd,  will  suggest  the  question  :  Is  sueli  efTect  always  legitimate, 
inherent  in  the  existence  of  tlie  ileet  iuseif,  or  does  it  not  depend 
often  jspoa  the  ehaiaoteristtos  of  the  man  affected?  The  contem- 
porary British  nnnrative  of  these  events  in  Narragansett  Bay,  after 
reciting  the  various  obstacles  and  the  inferiority  of  the  British 
squadnm,  says :  The  most  skilful  officers  were  therefore  of  opinion 
that  the  Vice-Admiral  could  not  risk  an  attack ;  and  it  appears  by 
his  Lordship's  public  letter  tliat  this  was  also  his  own  opinion: 
under  such  cireunistanrcs.  ho  jn'I;,'i  (l  it  was  impracticable  to  affoixl 
the  (jyueral  any  essential  relief."  In  both  these  instances,  the 
admirals  concerned  were  impelled  to  sacntice  the  almost  certain 
capture,  not  uf  a  mere  position,  but  of  a  decisive  part  oi  tlie  enemy's 
organised  forces,  by  the  mere  contingency  of  action,  the  moral  effect, 
d  a  fleet  greatly  inferior  to  their  own,  and  wluch  in  neither  case 
would  have  attacked,  as  things  stood.  What  does  this  (ttove  ? 

Immediately  upon  Howe's  appearance,  the  French  seamen  who 
had  landed  the  day  Ix^fore  on  Cnnanicut  were  recalled  to  their  ships. 
The  next  morning,  at  7  A.>r.,  the  wind  came  out  strong  at  north- 
eiust,  which  is  exceptional  at  that  season.  D'Estainix  at  oiico  put  to 
SCO,  cuttiiig  the  cables  in  his  Iiaste.    In  two  houra  he  was  outside, 

*  Ti-oude  oltributcs  d'Estaing's  sortie  to  a  xitiM-  tlie  insecurity  of  hi*  poaition; 
Lftperroiue  fionfils,  to  a  desite  for  cont««t.  Chevolitir  dwells  upoa  tho  czjionue 
of  the  sitaatioD. 
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steering  for  the  enemy.  Howe,  of  course,  retired  at  once;  hb 
inferiority  ^  did  not  iK'nnit  an  engagement  except  on  hia  own  terms. 
To  insure  these,  be  ner<I<Ml  tlie  weather-gacre,  tin*  nfFensive  position 
of  tliat  day,  M'hidi  lie  t  \ jiertt  d.  hy  kcrftiiig  soutii,  to  giiin,  when  the 
usual  wind  from  thai  quiuU  r  .shiiultl  set  in.  The  French  Aihnind 
had  the  same  object,  hoping  to  cru^h  his  agile  opponent;  aiul.  ns  tlie 
sea  breexe  did  not  make  that  day,  he  Buooeeded  in  keeping  the 
advantage  with  which  he  had  started,  despite  Howe*8  skill.  At 
nightfall,  and  during  the  night,  both  fleets  steered  to  the  southwanl. 


'  Howe's  lleet  consiitled  iif ;  — 
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on  the  port  tack,  with  Ihe  whul  varialtle  at  east.  At  daybreak  of 
the  11th  tliey  ocinipicd  itrarly  the  saiiif  nlative  pfwitioiis,  —  the 
Frcach  iiuiih-eittit  to  UDitli  irom  tlie  BnUsii,  l)ul  suim  what  more 
ilUtoiit  tliuii  the  uigiit  before,  luiving  uppareutly  kept  cioser  to  the 
wind,  wMch  by  this  had  steadied  at  eost^torth'east.  (See  PLui ;  aa, 
aa.) 

Howe  now  shifted  his  flag  ixtm  the  Eag^^  64,  to  the  Apdia^  82« 
and  placed  himself  between  the  two  fleets,  the  better  to  decide  the 
movetttents  of  his  own.  Finding  it  impossible  to  gain  the  w(  itln  i- 
gag(%  and  unwilling,  i)n)liably,  to  be  drawn  tnri  fnr  firmi  Rhode 
Island,  he  formed  his  line  on  the  other  tack,  headtf  to  the  northward. 


MA!c<Evvxni  OF  MOWS  Axi>  tfwnxivo. 


The  French  continued  on  the  jiort  tack,  under  short  canvas,  heading 
to  the  southward  and  eastward,  so  tlmt  their  bearing  changed  from 
east-north-east — directly  to  windwaixl — at  6  A.M.,  to  south-south-east 

at  4  P.M.,  which  would  be  nearly  astern  of  the  British.  (Set;  Plan: 
bK  bb.)  At  tliis  time  their  van  wan  estimated  by  Howe  to  be  two 
or  three  miles  from  tliu  British  rear,  and,  according  to  liis  reading  of 
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their  manoeuvres,  d'Estaing  began  to  form  his  line  for  the  same  took 
as  the  British,  with  a  view  of  "enp^aging  the  British  squadron  to 
leeward,"  whereby  would  obtain  over  it  the  advantage  of  using 
the  lower-deck  guns,  the  wind  and  sea  having  become  nuuh  heavier. 
As  the  I'  leucii  adjuiiai,  in  thia  new  disposition,  liad  put  hij>  heaviest 
ships  in  the  van,  and  his  line  was  nearly  in  the  wake  of  the  British, 
Howe  infened  an  attack  upon  hie  rear.  (See  Plan:  bb.)  He  there> 
fore  ordered  hia  heayiest  diip,  the  Cornwall,  74*  to  go  there  from  the 
eentoei  exchanging  plaoea  with  the  OaUurion,  50,  and  at  the  same 
time  signalled  the  fleet  to  close  to  the  cmtri0,»a  detail  worth  remem- 
bering in  view  of  liodney's  frustrated  manoeuvre  of  April  17th,  1780. 
It  now  remained  simply  to  await  firmly  tlie  moment  when  the 
French  should  liavo  covered  the  intervening  ground,  and  brought 
to  action  so  nmcli  of  his  rear  as  d'Kstaing  saw  tit  to  engage  |  the 
coudiliuns  u£  tiiu  sea  favouring  ihc  speed  uf  the  bulkier  shi|jis  that 
eompceed  the  hoatale  fleet.  The  latter,  however.  Boon  abandoned 
the  attempt,  and  **bore  away  to  the  southward,  apparently  from  the 
state  of  the  weather,  which,  by  the  wind  freshening  much,  with 
frequent  nun,  was  now  rmdmd  very  unfavourable  for  engt^jing.** 
It  may  he  added  that  the  hour  was  very  late  for  beginning  an 
action.  At  sundown  the  British  were  under  close-reefed  toiisaila, 
and  the  sea  such  that  llowo  was  unable  to  return  to  the  E<ir/!r. 

The  wind  now  increased  to  great  violence,  and  a  se\eru  i»t<»rm 
raged  on  the  coast  until  tht?  evening  of  the  13th,  throwing  the  two 
fleets  into  confusion,  scattering  tlie  ships,  and  causing  numerous 
disasters.  The  ApoUo  lost  her  foremast,  and  sprung  the  niunmaat» 
on  the  night  of  the  12th.  The  next  day  only  two  ships  of  the  line  and 
three  smaller  vessels  were  in  si^t  of  the  AdmiisL  The  latter, 
when  the  weather  moderated,  went  on  board  the  Phcenit,  44,  and 
thence  to  the  Centurion.,  50,  with  which  he  proceeded  to  the  south- 
ward, and  on  the  15th  discovered  ten  sail  of  the  French  squad- 
ron, some  at  atichor  in  the  sea.  ahout  twenty-five  leagues  east  from 
Cape  May."'  Leaving  tliere  the  ('nituri'i/u  to  dii'ect  to  New  York 
any  of  Byiou's  sliiijs  tliat  might  coiae  oa  the  coast,  he  departed 
thither  himself  also,  and  on  tlie  evening  of  the  17th  rejoined  the 
squadron  off  Sandy  Hook,  the  appointed  rendezvous.  Many  injuries 
*  had  been  received  hy  the  various  ships,  but  they  were  mostly  of  a 
minor  character  i  and  on  the  22nd  the  fleet  again  put  to  sea  in 
search  of  the  enemy, 

>  At  tlie  motttli  of  DeJamxe  BBy. 
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The  French  had  sufifured  much  more  seveiely.   The  flagship 

Ltuiffnaloc,  90,  had  carried  away  her  bowsprit,  all  her  lower  masts 
followed  it  overboard,  and  her  tiller  also  was  broken,  rendering  the 
rudder  unserviceable.  The  Marseillain,  74.  lost  her  fort'iiiast  and 
bowsprit.  In  tlie  dispersal  of  the  two  fleets  that  followed  tlic  ^mIc, 
each  of  these  crippled  vessels,  on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  encoun- 
tered singly  a  British  50^un  ship ;  the  Languedoc  being  attacked  by 
the  Renown^  Captain  George  Dawson  ( Act  g),  and  the  Mcirseiltais  by 
the  iVwton,  Commodore  W.  Hotiham,  Captain  Samuel  Uppleby. 
The  conditions  in  each  instance  were  distinctly  favourable  to  the 
smaller  combatant;  but  both  unfortunately  withdrew  at  nightfall, 
making  the  mistake  of  postponing  to  the  morrow  a  chance  which 
they  had  no  certitinty  would  exist  after  to-day.  When  morning 
dawned,  other  French  ships  appeared,  and  the  oppnilunity  passed  away. 
The  Isis^  50,  Captain  John  Kayner,  also  was  t  hased  and  overtaken 
)>y  the  Chart  74.  In  the  action  which  ensued,  the  French  ship  s 
wheel  was  shot  away,  and  she  retired ;  —  two  other  British  vessels, 
one  of  tiae  Une*  being  in  sight.  The  latter  are  not  mentioned  in  die 
British  accounts,  and  both  aides  claimed  the  advantage  in  this  drawn 
action.  The  French  captain  lost  an  arm. 

After  making  temporary  repairs,  at  the  anchorage  where  Howe 
saw  them  on  the  loth  of  August,  the  French  fleet  had  {oocecded 
again  towards  Newport.  It  was  in  the  course  of  this  passage  that 
tlipv  were  seen  by  Byron's  flagship'  on  the  l^th.  to  the  southward 
oi"  Long  Island.  The  Experiment,  50,  Captain  Sir  James  Wallace, 
which  Howe  had  .sent  to  rcctuinoitie  Narragansett  Bay,  wius  cliased 
by  them  into  Long  Island  Sound,  and  only  reached  New  York  by 
the  East  River;  being  the  first  ship  of  the  line  or  50-gun  ship  that 
ever  passed  through  Hell  Gate.  On  the  20th  d^Estaing  commnni* 
cated  with  General  Sullivan,  the  commander  of  the  American  land 
forces  on  Khode  Island ;  but  it  was  only  to  tell  him  tJiat  in  his  own 
opinion,  and  in  that  of  a  council  of  war,  the  condition  ot  tlic  squad- 
ron necessitated  going  to  Boston  to  rrfit.  Whatever  may  be  thought 
of  the  projH'icty  of  this  dfcision,  its  seriousness  can  lie  Ijest  under- 
stood from  tlic  npoit  sent  1>\'  I'l^ritt  t-o  Howe.  "The  rebels  had 
julvaneed  ilieir  batteries  witiiiu  rilU!en  liundred  yards  of  the  Britisli 
works.  He  was  under  no  apprehensions  from  any  of  their  attempts 
in  front;  but,  should  the  French  fleet  come  in,  it  would  make  an 
alarming  change.   Troops  might  be  landed  and  advanced  in  his 

'  Ante,  p.  897. 
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rear;  and  in  that  case  lu-  ( Diild  not  answer  for  the  consequences." 
Disregsmiing  bulli van's  entreiuies  Unit  he  would  remain,  d'Estaing 
sttiled  next  day  for  Boaton,  and  reached  it  on  August  28tb.  On  the 
3l8t  the  indefatigable  Howe  came  in  sight;  but  tlie  French  had 
worked  actively  in  the  three  days.  Forty-nine  guns,  18  and  24- 
pounders,  with  six  mortars,  were  already  in  position  covering  the 
aiK  ]iur.ige ;  and  the  French  squadron,  far  fmm  fearing  an  attack, 
<lt  s;ivd  it  eagerly."  *  The  withdrawal  of  the  fleet  was  followed  by 
tUut  of  the  American  troojxs  before  Newport. 

Howe  had  quittetl  New  York  the  instiint  lie  hear«l  of  <rE.staing's 
reappearance  off  Rhode  Island.  He  took  wiili  liim  tlir  smiio  luunlx-r 
of  vesseUs  as  Ix'fore,  —  thirteen  of  the  line,  —  the  Myumouth, 
Captain  Thomas  Collingwood,  of  Byron's  squadron,  having  arrived 
and  taken  the  pkce  of  the  hU^  crippled  in  her  late  action.  Before 
reaching  Newport,  he  learned  that  the  French  had  started  for  Boston. 
He  hoped  that  they  would  find  it  necessary  to  go  outside  George^s 
Bank,  and  that  he  might  intercept  thent  by  following  t^e  shor  tr  r 
load  inside.  In  this  he  was  disappointet],  as  lias  In  en  seen,  and  the 
enemy's  j>ositinn  was  now  ton  strong  forattnek.  Tin-  I'londi  retreat 
to  Boston  closed  the  uaval  campaign  of  177b  in  North  American 
watej-s. 

Thu  inability  or  unwillingness  of  d'Estiing  to  renew  the  enter- 
prise against  Rhode  Island  accords  the  indisputable  triumph  in  this 
campaign  to  Howe,  —  an  honor  he  must  share,  and  doubtless  gladly 
wonld  have  shared,  with  his  supporters  in  general.  That  the  British 
fleet,  for  the  most  part  two  years  from  home,  in  a  country  without 
d(H:kyards,  shoidd  have  been  able  to  take  the  sea  within  ten  days 
after  the  gale,  while  Uieir  opponents,  just  from  France,  yet  with  tluve 
months'  sea  practirp.  were  so  damaged  that  they  had  to  aljanvlon  the 
held  and  all  thesph  udi'l  ju'ospeets  of  Rhode  Island.  —  as  they  already 
hatl  allowed  to  ^\\\*  tlie  chance  at  New  York, — shows  a  decisive 
superiority  in  the  otiicei-s  and  cit'ws  of  the  former.  The  ijicoutest- 
able  merits  of  the  rank  and  file,  however,  must  not  be  permitted  tn 
divert  attention  from  the  great  qualities  of  the  leader,  but  for 
which  the  best  material  would  have  been  unavailing.  The  condi- 
tions were  such  as  to  elicit  to  the  utmost  Howe''8  strongest  qualities, 
—  firmness,  endurance,  uninterrupted  penistem-e  i-ather  than  celeritT,*, 
great  pi-ofessional  skill,  ripened  l»y  constant  ri  fli  riion  and  ready  at 
an  iustant's  call.  Not  brilliant,  perha[)s,  but  aljsolutely  clear,  and 
*  Clievulier  :  *  Marine  Ftaugaisc,'  1778. 
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tritb  mind  replete  with  expedients  to  meet  every  probable  con- 
tiugency,  Howe  exhibited  an  equable,  uufla<,'j^iiij;  energy,  which  \v;v.s 
his  givatest  characteristic,  and  which  eminently  fitted  him  for  the 
t.i.sk  of  checkuiatiug  an  enemy's  eveiy  move  —  for  a  [)urely  defensive 
campaign.  lie  was  always  on  hand  and  ahvays  ready;  for  lie  never 
wearied,  and  he  knew  his  business.  To  great  combinations  lie  was 
perha^w  une(|ual.  At  all  events,  such  aie  not  associated  with  hif> 
name.  The  distant  scene  he  did  not  see ;  but  st*>i)  by  step  he  saw 
his  way  with  absolute  precision,  and  followed  it  with  unhesitating 
resolution.  With  a  force  inferior  throughout*  to  have  saved,  in  one 
campaign,  the  British  fleet.  New  York,  and  Rhode  Island,  with  the 
entire  Itritish  army,  which  was  divided  between  those  two  shitions 
and  d.  pi  ndent  u]ion  the  sea,  is  an  achievement  unsurpassed  in  the 
annals  of  naval  defensive  warfare. 

Howe's  squndnm  liad  Ix-en  constituted  in  lT7l»  with  refertmee  to 
the  colonial  .stniL,'Mlf  only,  and  to  shallow  water,  and  therefore  was 
com[>osed,  very  properly,  of  cruisers,  and  of  shiins  of  the  line  of  the 
smaller  classes ;  there  being  several  fifties,  and  nothing  larger  than 
a  sixty-four.  When  war  with  France  tlireatened,  the  Ministry,  hav* 
ing  lon^  warning,  committed  an  unpardonable  fault  in  allowing  such 
a  force  to  be  confronted  by  one  so  superior  as  that  which  sailed  from 
Totdon,  in  April,  1778.  This  should  have  been  stopped  on  its  way, 
or,  failing  that„  iin  an-ival  in  America  should  have  been  preceded 
by  a  British  reinfori  (  tnent.  As  it  wiw,  the  government  wrh  saved 
from  a  f  n'mcndous  di^ister  only  by  the  etticiency  of  its  Admiral.  As 
is  not  lo<»  uncommon,  gratitude  was  swamped  by  the  instinct  of  self- 
preservation  from  the  national  wrath,  excited  by  this,  and  by  other 
simultaneous  evidences  of  negleut.  An  attempt  was  made  to  dis- 
parage Howe*s  conduct,  and  to  prove  that  his  force  was  even  supe- 
rior to  that  of  the  Fi-encb,  by  adding  together  the  guns  in  all  his 
ships,  disregarding  their  classes,  or  by  combining  groups  of  his  small 
vessels  against  d'Estaing's  larger  units.  Tlir  instrument  of  the 
attack  was  a  naval  oHicer,  of  some  rank  but  slender  professional 
credit,  who  at  this  most  opportune  moment  underwent  a  political 
onnversion.  w!i!<'h  cnnu'il  him  cmjilnyment  nji  tin-  one  Ir.md,  and  the 
cliurgc  of  uptwvUth^  uu  ilie  other.  I'oi  lli:s  kind  nt  pj litt  ssional  arith- 
metic, Howe  felt  and  ex[»rcs.se«l  just  an<l  utter  contempt.  Two  and 
two  make  four  in  a  primer,  but  in  the  field  they  may  make  three,  or 
tliey  may  make  five.  Not  to  8[x»ak  of  the  greater  defensive  power 
of  heavy  ships,  nor  of  tlie  conccntrati<m  of  their  (ire,  the  unity  of 
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direction  imder  one  captain  possesMS  here  also  tbat  importance 
which  has  cuusecl  unity  of  command  and  of  f^ort  to  be  recognised 

as  tlie  prime  element  in  military  efficiency,  from  the  greatest  things 
to  the  smallest.  Taken  together,  the  thri-e  elements  —  greater  defen- 
sive power,  concentration  of  fire,  and  unity  of  ilirection  —  constitnte 
u  decisive  tuiil  jh  rmaneut  iuguau  iit  in  favour  o£  h\)i  sliips,  in  Howe  s 
days  as  in  our  own.  Doubtless,  now,  as  then,  there  is  a  limit ;  niost 
ai'guments  can  be  pushed  to  an  abmrdwa^  intellectual  or  practiciil. 
To  draw  a  line  is  always  hard ;  but,  if  we  cannot  tell  just  where  the 
line  has  been  passed,  we  can  recognise  that  one  ship  is  much  too  Ug, 
while  another  certainly  is  not;  and  between  the  two  we  can  make 
an  approximation  to  an  exact  result. 

On  his  return  to  New  York  on  Sejitemlx'r  11th,  Howe  found  there 
Kear-Admii-al  Hyde  Parker  '  witli  six  sliii^s  of  the  line  of  liyron's 
squadron.  Considering  his  task  now  aeconi]>li8licd,  Howe  decided 
to  return  t<)  Kntjlajnl,  in  virtue  of  a  in  rniission  giunted  snnic  liine 
before  at  his  own  request.  The  duly  against  the  Amerieaus,  lately 
his  fellow-countrymeu,  iiad  been  always  distasteful  to  him,  although 
be  did  not  absolutely  refuse  to  undertake  it*  as  did  Admiral  Keppel. 
The  entrance  of  France  into  the  quarrel,  and  the  coming  of  d'Estaing, 
refreshed  the  spirits  of  the  veteran,  who  moreover  scorned  to 
abandon  his  command  in  the  face  of  such  odds.  Now,  with  the 
British  positions  seimre,  ami  superiority  of  force  insured  for  the  time 
IxMnjT,  he  gladly  turned  over  his  elmrire  an<l  sailed  for  home,  bum- 
ini,'  iigainst  the  Admiralty  with  a  wrath  (otniiion  to  most  of  the 
distinj^uished  f;c;inu'n  of  that  war.  He  Ava.s  not  employed  afloat  again 
until  a  change  o£  Ministry  took  place,  in  1782. 

During  the  same  two  months  that  saw  the  contest  between 
d*Estaing  and  Howe  in  America,  the  only  encounter  between  nearly 
equal  fleets  in  1778  took  phice  in  European  waters.  Admiral  the 
Hdn.  Augustus  Kepi>el,  having  returned  to  Spithead  after  the  affair 

♦  iK'twri  ii  the  Bvllc  PuuU  aod  the  Ardhma,  agsiin  put  to  sea  on  the 
V  9th  of  July,  with  a  force  now  increased  to  thirty  ships  of  the  hne. 

He  lind  been  ninrtifi<'d  by  the  necessity  of  avoidincc  action,  nnd  of 
even  retiring  into  port,  with  the  inadequate  numbers  before  under 

•  Later  Vice-Acliniml  Sir  Hyde  PnrkiT,  Bart.,  who  periAhcil  in  the  Cato  in  1783. 
He  wnis  father  of  that  Admiml  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  wfin,  in  I'^ni,  was  Xil-i.ti's  rom- 
luauJt-r-in-cbid'  at  CopeuliugtiU,  and  who  iu  177S  commanded  the  I'lio  uir,  44,  in 
Hnwe*B  fleet 
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liLs  eonimnnd.  and  liis  mind  waa  fixed  uow  to  coiqpel  an  eagagemeuc, 
if  he  met  the  Frencli. 

The  hr&at  fleet  also  put  to  8ea,  the  day  before  Keppel,  under  tUo 
command  of  Admiral  tlie  Comte  d*Orvilliets.  It  contained  tluTty« 
two  ships  of  the  line.  Of  these,  three  —  a  sixty-four,  a  sixty,  and  a 
fifty  ^  were  not  oonsidexed  fit  for  the  line  of  hatde,  which  was  thus 
reduced  to  twenty-nine  aul,  cartying  2,098  guns.  To  theae  the 
British  oppceed  an  aggregate  of  2,278 ;  but  comparison  by  this  means 
only  is  very  rough.  Not  only  the  sizes  of  Uie  guns,  but  the  classes 
and  weight  of  the  vessels  lund  to  be  considered.  In  tlie  particular 
instance  the  matter  is  of  little  iinportancc  ;  the  action  being  inde- 
cisive, and  credit  depeudiiig  upon  iuana>uvix>s  mther  than  upon 
figiiltug. 

The  French  Eulmind  was  hampered  by  vacillating  instructions, 
reflections  of  the  unstable  impulses  which  swayed  the  Ministry. 
Whatever  his  personal  wishes,  he  felt  that  he  roust  avoid  action, 
unless  under  very  favourable  circumstances.   At  the  moment  of 

sailing  he  wrote :  "  Situ  <•  ;  i;  1  ave  me  free  to  continue  my  cruise^  I 
will  Hdt  bring  the  fleet  back  to  lirest,  unless  by  positive  orders,  until 
I  have  fulfilled  the  niontb  at  sea  montiniicd  in  tny  instructions,  and 
known  to  nil  the  captains.  Till  tlien  1  will  not  lly  before  Admiral 
Keppel,  wliati  ver  his  strength  ;  only,  if  I  know  him  to  ]h-  too 
suiH-'rior,  I  will  avoid  a  disprop(»rLionatc  action  as  well  as  I  can;  but 
if  the  enemy  really  seeks  to  force  it,  it  will  be  very  luurd  to  <?htm.** 
These  words  explain  his  conduct  throughout  the  next  few  days. 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  28rd  the  two  fleets  sighted  each  other, 
about  a  hundred  miles  west  of  Ushant,  the  French  being  tiien  to 
leeward.  Towards  sunset,  the  latter  were  standing  Mouth-west^  with 
the  wind  at  west-noi-tb-west,  and  \x>re  north.esust  from  the  British, 
wlio  were  lying-to,  heads  to  the  northward.  The  latter  remaining 
nearly  niotionle-ss  tlmniiflunit  the  night,  and  the  wind  shifting, 
d'Orvillicis  availed  himseii'  of  the  conditions  to  press  to  windwaitl, 
an<l  in  the  ntoniing  was  found  to  l)ear  north-west  from  his  opponent.^ 
Their  relative  positions  satisfied  for  the  moment  both  admirals; 
for  Kei^l  found  himself  interposed  between  Brest  and  the  Ptenoh, 
while  d*OrvillierB,  though  surrendering  the  advantage  of  open 
retreat  to  his  port,  had  made  it  possible,  by  getting  the  weather-gage, 
to  fulfil  his  promise  to  keep  the  sea  and  yet  to  avoid  actbn.  Two  of 

.  >  Te»titiM»7  of  Captains  Hood,  RoUnioii,  and  Mscliride,  snd  6[  BMt^Adnunl 
Oanipbel],  taptaia  of  the  Aeet  to  K^fipel. 
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his  ships,  however,  the  Dtn-  Bounjogne^  H(>,  anri  a  seveiit\-four, 
were  still  to  I« cward,  nut  only  u£  their  own  luaiu  UkIv,  Imt  also  of 
tlie  British-  Ke]>|K.'l  .seut  chasers  after  them,  for  the  expres^t  il  [.m- 
pose  of  compelling  d*Orvillieni  to  action  in  their  support,'  and  it  w  as 
believed  by  the  Biitwh  tliat  tliey  were  forced  to  return  to  Bns^  to 
avoid  being  cut  off.  They  certainly  quitted  their  fleeti  which  was 
thus  reduced  to  twenty-eeven  effective  sail.  From  this  time  until 
July  2Tth  lliL-  winil  continued  to  the  westward,  and  the  MrarineBS  of 
the  Fi  t  iK  h  admiral  battled  all  Kepiwl's  efforts  to  get  within  range. 
The  latter,  having  no  doubts  as  to  what  was  expected  of  him,  pur- 
sued vio;tirnusly.  watfliiui^  his  chance. 

<  )ii  the  luiinuiiL,^  of  the  27th  the  two  flwtf!  wert'  from  six  to  ten 
miles  apart,  wind  westrsouth-west,  Ixtth  oii  tlie  \)oii  t<ick,  steering 
north-west,  the  French  dead  to  windward.  The  latter  were  in  line 
iihead,  the  British  in  bow-and-quarter  line ;  that  is,  nearly  abreast 
each  other,  but  bo  ranged  tliat,  if  they  went  about  togethei',  they 
should  have  been  in  line  ahead.  Both  fleets  were  irregularly  formed, 
the  British  especially  so;  for  Kei)pel  rightly  considered  that  he 
would  not  accomplish  his  purpose,  if  he  were  pedantic  concrerning 
the  onler  of  his  going.  He  had  therefore  signalled  a  *'  General 
("hase,**  wliioli.  hy  pcrniittinir  ninch  individual  freedom  of  movement, 
faciliuited  the  progress  of  ilie  whole.  At  daylir^ht,  the  divisioji  com- 
manded by  Sir  Hugl;  ruliiser  —  the  right  wing,  as  thuu  heutling  — 
had  di-opped  astern  ;  and  at  5.30  A.  M.  the  signal  was  made  to  seven 
of  its  fastest  sailen  to  chase  to  windward,  the  object  being  bo  to 
place  them,  relatively  to  the  main  body,  as  to  support  the  latter,  it 
an  opportunity  for  action  should  offer* 

At  9  A.  N.  the  French  admii-al,  wisliing  to  approach  the  enemy 
and  to  sec  more  (clearly,  ordered  his  fleet  to  wear  in  succession,  —  to 
countermaixdi.  As  the  van  .sliijw  wpiit  rontid  uiuh  r  this  sicnal,  they 
had  to  steer  off  the  wind,  jwmllei  to  llieir  fonner  line,  on  %\-hirli 
tliose  iulluwing  them  still  were,  until  they  reached  the  rear  slii]i, 
when  they  c«nild  again  haul  to  the  wind.  This  caused  a  loss  of 
ground  to  leeward,  but  not  more  than  d'OrvillierS  could  afford,  as 
Uiings  stood.  Just  after  he  had  fairly  committed  himself  to  tlie 
manoeuvte,  the  wind  hauled  to  the  southward  two  points,*  which 
fovoured  the  British,  allowing  them  to  head  more  neariy  towards  the 
enemy.  Kepl^el  tHierefore  continued  on  the  i)ort  tack,  until  all  the 
French  were  on  the  starboard,  and  at  10.15,  being  nearly  in  their 

^  See  iiat«  on  preceding  pogi*.  *  Tweiitj^two  defircws. 
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List  of  tliv  Uiitiisli  and  Frencb  Fleets  iu  tlie  acUon  off  Uthant,  July  27tli,  1778,  chiefly 
fiwin  Heatsoii,  vi.  121^132.  and  Ou^rin,  v.  24,  25  ;  comcttNl  tnm  the  Navy  Urt,  theOliEKilt 

de  Frauci;  the  dtoluUchf*  of  d'Orvillk-re  to  Sartinn  (An  il,  dr  l  i  M  ii  iiht,  iiii  l  the  ProCMdlngl 
of  the  C.  H.»  7  Jan.  to  11  Feb.,  177».  r«ml  .^I'lil  \'l  tu  \l.:y  ^  n7'i.     w_  I.  C. 
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wake,  he  orderi'd  liin  uwu  ships  to  t;irk  toL^'t-iIiL-r.  At  this  moment  a 
thick  rain-squull  came  up,  concealing  tlic  tlecU  one  from  aiiollit'i  for 
three  quui-tcrs  of  au  hour.  With  the  squall  the  wind  shifunl  IiKick. 
fawttring  the  Britiah  on  this  tack«  as  it  had  on  the  other,  and  en- 
abling  ihem  to  hiy  up  for  the  enemy's  rear.  When  the  weather  cleared, 
at  11,  the  French  were  seen  to  have  gone  about  again,  and  were  atill 
in  the  oonfuaioii  nf  a  partly  executed  manoeuvre.  Their  admiral  had 
doubtleea  recoguised,  fn>ni  the  cliange  of  Avind,  and  f ixmd  tlie  direction 
of  the  enemy  when  hvst  visible,  that  an  encounter  could  not  l>e 
avoided.  If  lie  coiitiinK'd  on  llie  slarboanl  lark,  the  van  of  th«* 
pursuing  enemy,  whose  ivsnlvt;  to  i'oice  l>attle  could  not  he  misun- 
derstood, would  overtake  his  rear  shli>8,  engaging  as  many  ol  them 
as  he  might  choose.  By  reauming  the  port  tack,  the  beads  of  the 
columns  would  meet,  and  the  fleets  pass  in  opposite  diiectloDS,  on 
equal  terms  as  regarded  position.  Therefore  he  had  oidered  bis 
fAi\\»  to  go  about,  all  at  the  same  time  ;  thus  forming  column  again 
rapidly,  but  revei-sing  the  order  so  that  the  rear  became  the  van. 

Keppel  80  far  liad  made  no  signal  for  the  line  of  battle,  nor  did 
he  now.  Reconriiisini;  from  the  four  day.s'  chiuse  that  his  enemy  was 
avoiding  action,  \\v  judged  correctly  that  he  should  force  it,  even  at 
some  risk.  It  was  not  the  time  for  a  drill-master,  nor  a  pai'iule. 
Besides,  thanlcs  to  the  momiug  signal  for  the  leewardly  ships  to 
chase,  these,  forming  the  rear  of  the  disorderly  column  in  which  he 
was  advancing,  were  now  well  to  windward,  aUe  therefore  to  sup- 
port their  comrades,  if  needful,  as  well  as  to  attack  the  enemy.  In 
short,  practically  the  whole  force  wiis  (roming  into  action,  altliougli 
much  less  regularly  than  might  have  been  desired.  Wliat  wa.H  to 
follow  was  a  rough-and-nsiilv  fight,  but  it  was  all  that  could  Ik*  had, 
and  better  than  nothing.  l\epi>el  thereiore  simply  made  the  signal 
for  battle,  and  iiuxi  just  as  the  firing  began.  The  colli.sion  was  so 
sudden  tliat  the  ships  at  first  had  not  their  coloi^rs  Hying- 
^  The  French  also,  altiliough  their  mansuvres  liad  been  more 

methodical,  were  in  some  confusion.  It  is  not  given  to  a  hod}'  of 
thirty  ships,  of  varying  qualities,  to  attain  perfection  of  movement 
in  a  fortniLi;!it  of  sea  pmrtiei>.  The  change  of  wind  had  precipitated 
an  action,  which  one  admiral  had  been  seeking,  and  the  other  shun- 
ning; but  each  had  to  meet  it  with  such  shift  as  he  cotjld.  The 
British  Ix  ing  ( lose-liauled,  the  French,  advancing  on  a  juirallel  line, 
were  four  points  '  off  the  wind.    Most  of  their  ships,  therefore,  could 

*  Forty-five  degai**. 
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have  gone  clear  to  vindward  of  their  oj^nents,  bat  the  fact  that 
the  latter  could  reach  acme  of  the  leaders  compelled  the  others  to 
support  them.  As  d*OrviUierft  had  said,  it  was  hard  to  amd  an 
enemy  resolute  to  fight.  TI  1  t«lin(>  tluee  Fiencli  vessels'  lianled 
their  wind,  in  obedience  tti  ihc  ailiniiiii's  signal  to  form  the  line  of 
bjittle,  which  means  a  close-hauled  line.  The  effect  of  this  wris  to 
draw  them  gradually  away  from  the  British,  and.  if  imitated  l»y  tlicsir 
ItjUowfTs,  to  ri'iiilcr  tlu*  affair  a  mere  touch  at  a  single  p*iint  —  inde- 
cisive. The  loui  til  French  ship  began  the  action,  opening  fire  soon 
after  eleyen.  The  vesBels  of  the  opposing  fleets  sui-ged  by  under 
short  canvas,  firing  as  op{K)rtunity  offered,  but  necessarily  much 
handicapped  by  smoke,  which  prevented  the  clear  sight  of  an  enemy, 
and  caused  anxiety  lest  an  unseen  friend  might  receive  a  broadside. 
"The  distance  between  the  Formidnble^  90,  and  the  E(jmonU  74,  was 
.SO  short,"  testified  Captain  John  Laforey,  whose  three-decker,  tha 
0<->>mi,  00,  was  abreast  and  rmtside  this  interval.  '*  that  it  was  with 
dilhcuity  I  could  keep  Ik  twixt  tlu  in  to  cnf^eff,  without  tiring  upon 
them,  and  I  was  once  very  near  on  botird  the  Eytnuul.''  The  Formid- 
able^ Palliser's  flagship,  kept  her  mizzen  topsail  aback  much  of  the 
time,  to  deaden  her  way,  to  make  room  for  the  Oeeant  and  to  allow 
the  ships  behind  her  to  close.  "  At  a  quarter  past  one,**  testified 
<?aptain  Maitland  of  the  MigaMh^  74,  "  we  were  very  dose  behind 
the  ibriaicfoije,  and  a  midshipman  upon  the  poop  called  out  that  there 
was  a  ship  coming  on  board  on  the  weather  bow.  I  put  the  helm 
up.  .  .  .  and  found,  when  the  smoke  cleared  away,  I  was  shot  up 
under  the  Formidable  s  lee.  She  was  tlien  cntjai^ed  with  the  two 
last  shij«5  in  the  French  fleet,  and,  as  I  rould  not  lire  at  them  without 
firing  through  the  Furmulalk,  I  was  obliged  to  shoot  on."-  Captain 
Bazely,  of  the  Formidable,  says  of  the  same  incident,  •'•  The  Formid- 
ahh  did  at  the  time  of  action  bear  up  to  one  of  the  enemy^s  ships,  to 
avoid  being  aboard  of  her,  whose  jib  boom  nearly  touched  the  main 
topsail  weather  leech  of  the  Formidable.  I  thought  we  could  not 
avoid  being  on  board.** 

Contrary  to  tlie  usual  result,  the  loss  of  tlic  n  ar  division^  in 
killed  and  wounded,  was  heaviest,  nearly  equalling  the  aggregate  of 

'  Chevalier  eaya,  p.  89,  "  The  Eugliiib  passed  out  of  range  of  tbe»e  ships.  As 
these  ahifw  had  tim  wind,  th^  had  the  choice  of  range,  hairing  aignale  from  tbetr 
own  admiral.    In  truth,  they  were  olu'vin;;  his  onk-r. 

'  Thi«  evidence  of  the  eaptoina  of  the  Oaan  nn<l  th^ElizaUth  contradicts  F^lli»«r'« 
^haige  that  his  ahip  was  not  adeqnately  supported. 
TOt.  m.— S7 
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the  otlier  two.*  Tliis  wa.s  due  to  the  morning  .signal  to  chiise  to 
windwiinl,  which  brought  tlu-se  shiixs  closer  than  their  leadere.  As 
9oo\\  08  the  British  van,  ten  ships,  had  passed  the  Frencli  rear,  its 
coniniander,  Vice-A(hniml  Sir  liolx'rt  Harhmd,  anticipating  Keppel's 
wishes,  signalled  it  to  go  alK)Ut  and  follow  the  enemy  (Fig.  1,  V). 
As  the  French  cohiinn  was  running  free,  these  shijis,  when  about, 
fetched  to  win<lward  of  its  wake.  iVs  the  I'ictnri/  drew  out  of  the 
fiiv,  at  1  P.M.,  Keppel  made  a  similar  signal,  and  attempted  to  wear. 


APMIKAL  ArcrsTl-W,  TI^rOlTNT  KF.I'PKL. 
(fVom  Atcf/ry*4  aigraring,  ajttr  Ihe portrait  6jf  O.  Romnfj).) 


the  injuries  to  his  rigging  not  i^ermitting  tacking ;  but  caution  was 
needed  in  manoMivring  across  the  1k)WS  of  the  following  ships,  and  it 
was  not  till  2  P.M..  that  the  Vidori/  was  al)out  on  the  other  tack, 
lu'iHlinjr  after  the  French.  At  this  time,  2  P.M.,  just  Wfore  or  just 
after  wearing,  the  signal  for  kittle  was  hauled  down,  and  that  for 

>  It  \va«  iu-tnallv  «niite  equal,  but  this  was  due  to  an  ncciilentnl  explosion  on 
Ixianl  ihi-  FoniiiiluUe. 
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the  line  of  buttle  was  hoisted.  The  object  of  tl»e  btter  was  to 
ie»form  the  order,  and  the  first  was  discontinued,  partly  beoftuse  no 
longer  needed,  chiefly  that  it  might  not  seem  to  contradict  the  urgent 
coll  tor  a  re-foiniation.* 

At  this  time  six  or  seven  of  Harlaud's  divisi«iij  were  on  the 
weather  }x>\v  of  the  Vif'tort/,  to  wiiitlwiird  (westwanl),  hiit  a  little 
ahead,  an<l  staiuliiif;  like  her  aft«r  the  I'lnu  li ;  nil  on  tlu-  pin  t  tark 
(Fig.  1).  None  of  the  centre  division  suitfcded  in  joining  the  ilag- 
ship  at  onco  (Fig.  1,  C).    At  2.80  Palliser's  sliip,  tlxe  Formuiabk^ 


Batti.k  or  U»HA*«-r 

nc  I. 

C    ^  r  ^       ^  &  ^ 
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on  the  starboard  tick  passed  her  to  leeward,  the  last  of  tin-  fleet 
apparently  nut  of  action  (Fiq-.  1,  1?).  A  half-hour  after  this  the 
Victnrij  had  l>eeii  jdiiie  l  1>\  tliiee  of  tlio  Centre,  which  were  fnllnwing 
her  in  eliksf  uider,  ihc  van  ieiiiaiuing  in  the  same  relative  position. 
Astern  of  these  two  groups  wei-e  a  nnmlter  of  other  shii)S  in  various 
degrees  of  eonfusion,— some  going  about,  «oin«  trying  to  come  up, 

1  Naval  ofiic«;i'8  will  olisen'e  the  strou^j  analogy  Ui  ttie  t-inxiilativc  uaval  tiictic^  of 
to^aj, — a  c1uug«  through  (or  by),  aiul  a  re-rorniatioii  afterirnnlfl. 
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others  completely  disabled.  Especiall}*,  there  was  iu  the  .south-south- 
east, therefore  well  to  leeward,  a  duster  of  four  or  five  British  vewelBi 
evidently  temporarily  ineapable  nf  mann'nvriiu^. 

This  was  the  situation  whidi  mci  the  eye  ut  the  Frciii  h  admiral, 
scaujiiug  the  field  as  iLc  smoke  drove  away.  The  diijoitter  of  the 
British,  which  originated  iu  the  general  chase,  had  increased  through 
the  huny  of  the  maiuBUvres  succeeding  the  squall,  and  oulDUimted 
in  the  conditions  just  described.  It  was  an  inevitable  resnlt  of  a 
military  exigency  confronted  by  a  fleet  only  recently  equipped. 
The  French*  stui-ting  from  a  better  formation,  had  come  out  in  })etter 
shape.  Rut,  after  all,  it  seems  difficult  wholly  to  remedy  the  dis- 
advantac^e  of  a  policy  essentially  defensive ;  and  d'Orvilliers'  next 
order,  tlioijgh  well  conci'ivt  d,  was  resultlpss.  At  1  P.M.  *  he  sig- 
nalled liis  fleet  to  wear  in  sm  cession,  and  tmiii  (he  line  of  battle  on 
the  starlxtard  tack  (Fig.  1,  F).  This  signal  was  not  seen  by  the 
leading  ship,  which  should  have  h^pm  the  movemmt.  The  junior 
French  admiral,  in  the  fourth  ship  from  the  van,  at  length  went 
about,  and  spoke  the  BreUtgiM^  to  know  what  was  the  commander- 
in-chiefs  desire.  D^Orvilliers  explained  that  he  wished  to  pass  along 
the  enemy's  fleet  from  end  to  end,  to  hcicardy  iHicause  in  its  dis^ 
ordered  stiite  there  was  a  fair  promise  of  advant;ige.  and  by  going 
to  leeward — 'presentincf  his  wrathcr  sidf  to  the  enemy- — he  could 
use  the  weather  lo\viT-(lr(  k  i,miiis.  w  lifjeius,  in  the  then  statv  of  th(? 
sea,  the  lee  ports  could  not  lie  openecL  Thus  explained,  the  niove- 
ment  was  executed,  but  the  favourable  moment  had  passed.  It  wss 
not  tall  2.30  that  the  manceuvre  was  evident  to  the  British. 

As  soon  as  Keppel  recognised  \m  opponent's  intention,  he  wore 
the  ViOory  agun,  a  few  minutes  after  3  p.m.,  and  stood  slowly 
down,  on  the  starboard  tack  off  the  windy  towards  his  crippled  ships 
in  the  south-south-east,  keeping  al<ift  tlu  signal  for  the  line  of  battle, 
which  commanded  ev»>ry  maTTa'jralih'  ship  to  get  to  her  station  (Fig. 
2,C).  As  this  delilM  iato  m((\ mu  iit  was  away  from  the  enemy,  Palli- 
ser  tried  afterwanls  to  tlx  u{h)ii  it  the  slignia  of  ilight,  —  a  prejx>ster- 
ous  extravagancy.  Hiu'land  put  his  division  about  at  once  and  joined 
the  Admiral.  On  this  tack  his  station  was  ahead  of  the  Factory,  but 
in  consequence  of  a  message  from  Keppel  he  fell  in  behind  her,  to 
cover  the  rear  until  Pailiser*s  division  could  repair  damage  and  take 
their  places.  At  4  P.M.  Ilarhmd's  division  w:us  in  tlie  line.  PalU> 
eer*8  ships,  as  they  completed  refitting,  ranged  tliemselves  in  rear 
1  Cbevalier.  ProbaUy  later  by  tb«  other  times  oted  in  this  account 
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of  the  Formidable,  their  captains  considoring,  as  they  testified,  that 
they  took  stJition  from  tlieir  tlivisional  commander,  and  nut  from 
the  ship  of  the  commander-in-chief.  There  was  formed  thus,  on  the 
weather  <]uartcr  of  tlif  Vi^hn-if,  and  a  niilo  or  two  dist«ant,  a  8ei>arHt« 
line  of  ships,  constituting  un  tliis  tack  the  i)rop*'r  n>nr  of  the  fleet, 
and  dependent  for  initiatiTe  on  Pallifler*fl  flagsliip  (Fig.  2,  K).  At 
6  FM.  Keppel  sent  word  by  a  frigate  to  Palliser  to  hasten  into 
tiie  iine*  as  he  was  only  waiting  for  him  to  renew  the  action,  the 


BATTia  or  imiAirr. 


Fremdi  now  having  completed  their  mana'uvre.  T!i«  y  had  not  at- 
tacked, as  they  might  have  done,  but  had  drawn  up  under  the  lee 
of  the  British,  ^ir  van  abreast  ^  letter's  centre.  At  the  same 
time  Harland  was  directed  to  move  to  his  proper  jKieition  in  the  van, 
which  he  at  once  did  (Fig.  2,  V).  Palliser  made  no  moyementt  and 
Keppel  with  extraordinary  ~  if  not  culpable  —  forbearance,  refrained 
from  summoning  the  rear.shijw  into  line  by  their  iM(]i\  i<hi;d  jH'imants, 
This  he  at  last  did  alK»ut  7  P.M.,  signalling  8j)ccifically  to  eacli  of  the 
vessels  then  grouped  with  Palliser  (except  the  Formidableyf  to  leave 
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the  l;itt<  r  iui<l  take  their  posts  in  the  line.  This  was  iicconling^ly 
(hmi',  liiit  it  was  tlioiight  then  tu  1h;  too  late  to  renew  tlie  action. 
At  iliiylig^iit  the  next  iiiuniin<^.  only  tluee  French  sliijjs  were  in  Mf^ht 
from  tlie  decks ;  Imt  the  muin  body  could  be  seen  in  the  souih-ea«t 
from  some  of  the  mnstheadSf  and  was  thought  to  be  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  miles  distant. 

Though  absolutely  indecisive,  this  was  a  pretty  smart  skirmish ; 
the  Britiiih  1oh8  Kin^r  1:33  killed  and  373  voundedt  that  of  the 
French  161  killed  and  513  wounded.  The  genend  result  would 
appear  to  indicate  tliat  tlip  Firnch,  in  accorrlanee  with  their  usual 
policy,  had  fircd  to  i  ripple  ilu  ir  enemy's  8}>urs  and  rigginq-.  the 
motive-power.  'Pius  woulil  U-  euii-sLsicnt  witli  d  Orvilliers'  avowed 
purpose  of  avoiding  action  except  under  favourable  circuuisi  uK  cs. 
As  the  smoke  thickened  and  c(mfunon  increased*  the  fleets  had  got 
closer  togetlieFi  and,  whatever  the  intention,  many  shot  found  their 
way  to  the  British  hulls.  NeverthdesSt  as  the  returns  show,  the 
French  hit  were  to  the  British  nearly  as  7  to  5.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  certain  that  the  manoeuvring  power  of  the  French  after  the 
action  was  givater  than  that  of  the  llritish. 

lioth  sides  claimed  the  advantage.  This  was  simply  a  point  nt 
honour,  or  of  credit,  for  material  advantage  accrued  to  neither. 
Keppel  had  succeeded  in  forcing  d'Orvilliers  to  action  agaiiiiit  his 
will;  d'Qrvilliers,  by  a  >\'ell-judged  evoluticoit  had  Detained  a  supert* 
ority  of  mancBuvring  power  after  the  engagement  Had  his  next 
signal  been  promptly  obeyed,  he  might  have  passed  again  by  the 
British  fleet*  in  fairly  good  order,  before  it  re-formed,  and  concen- 
trated his  fire  on  the  more  leewardlyof  its  vessels.  Even  imder  the 
delay,  it  was  distinetiv  in  his  power  to  renew  the  fight;  and  that 
he  did  nnt  do  so  tmleits  all  chiim  to  vif  toiy.  Not  to  sj)eak  of 
the  l>etier  condili«»a  of  the  French  slaps.  Kep{>el,  by  running  off 
the  wind,  had  given  his  opponent  iuil  opportunity  to  reach  his  fleet 
and  to  attack.  Instead  of  so  doing,  d'Orvilliers  drew  up  under  the 
British  lee,  out  of  range,  and  offered  battle ;  a  gallaat  defiance,  but 
to  a  crippled  foe. 

Time  was  thus  given  to  the  British  to  refit  their  diips  aufficienUy 
to  bear  down  ii^ain.  This  the  French  admiral  should  not  have  j>er- 
nutted.  He  should  have  attacked  promptly,  or  else  liave  retreated; 
to  windward,  or  to  leeward,  an  seemed  most  ex|)edient.  I'lrdm-  the 
concUtiitns.  it  whm  not  L't.»od  tjeneralslup  to  give  the  enemy  time,  and 
to  await  his  [ileasure.    Keppel,  on  the  other  liand,  Ix'ing  gmnted 
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this  chance,  shoiiKl  have  renewed  the  fight ;  aTul  hen-  nrose  the  ooii- 
tniversy  which  set  all  KuLflantl  by  the  cni-s,  and  may  be  sij<l  to  have 
iiii!iiMitalisr'(l  this  otiierwise  trivial  iucuit-nt.  Palliser's  <livi.>i«tu  was 
to  wimluaitl  from  4  to  7  I'.M.,  while  the  siguiils  wei"c  flyiiig  to  fuiiu 
line  of  battle,  and  to  bear  down  in  the  Admiral^s  wake ;  and  Kep])el 
alleged  that,  had  these  been  obeyed  by  6  P.M.,  he  would  have  re- 
newed the  battle,  having  still  over  two  hours  of  daylight.  lb  has 
been  stated  already  that,  besides  the  signals,  a  frigate  brought  Pallt- 
ser  Wind  that  the  Admiral  wiu»  waiting  only  for  liiin. 

The  innnediate  dispute  is  of  slight  pit'sent  interest,  except  lus  an 
lti?;torioal  link  in  the  fin'litinc^  d(»vrln|inu'iil  ol  tin-  ]>ritish  Navy :  and 
only  tiiis  historical  sit^tiil'u  aiice  justilics  niuif  than  a  j«ussing  mention. 
In  1778  nit  n's  minds  wcic  still  full  <if  IJyng's  exicution  in  1757,  and 
of  the  Mathews  and  Lestock  atlair  in  174-4,  which  hml  miUeriallv  iu- 
flnenced  Byng*8  action  off  Minorca.  Keppel  repeatedly  sjxike  of  him- 
self as  on  trial  for  his  life ;  and  he  had  been  a  member  of  Byng*B 
court-martial.  The  gist  of  the  chaises  against  him,  preferred  by 
Palliser,  was  that  he  attacked  in  the  first  instance  without  properly 
forming  his  line,  for  which  Mathews  had  been  cashiered;  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  by  not  itnewing  the  action  after  the  first  pass-by,  and  by 
wearing  away  from  tlie  French  fleet,  he  had  not  done  liis  utmost  to 
"take,  sink,  burn,  and  destrny" — the  lattrr,  the  (haiiri'  on  wliich 
Byni;  was  shot.  Keppel,  besides  his  jusiiiyiiig  reasuas  lor  his  couiHe 
in  general,  alleged  and  proved  his  full  intention  to  attack  again,  had 
not  Palliser  failed  to  come  into  line,  a  delinquency  the  same  as  that 
of  Lestock,  which  caused  Mathews^s  ruin. 

In  other  words,  men's  minds  were  breaking  away  from,  but  had 
not  thrown  off  completely,  the  tyranny  of  the  Order  of  Battle,  —  one 
of  the  worst  of  tyrannies,  because  ftnmded  on  truth.  Absolute  error, 
like  a  whole  lie,  is  open  to  speedy  detection  ;  half-truths  arc  trouble- 
some. Tlie  Order  of  Haitle  was  tin  admiralilo  si  ivaiit  and  a  most 
ohjet  tiiniahle  despot.  Mathews,  in  despair  n\  fr  a  lei  alcitrant  seeoiul, 
cast  oft  the  yoke,  engaged  w  iili  part  «>f  his  force,  was  ill  sui»ported, 
and  cashiered;  Lestock  escaping.  Byng,  considering  this,  and  being 
a  pedant  by  nature,  would  not  break  his  line ;  the  enemy  slipped 
away,  Minorca  surrendered,  and  he  was  shot.  In  Keppera  court- 
martial,  twenty-eight  out  of  the  thirty  captains  who  had  been  in 
the  line  were  summoned  as  witnesses.  Most  oi  them  swore  that  if 
Keppel  had  <'hase<l  in  line  of  l«vttle  thsit  day,  there  could  have  been 
no  action,  and  the  majority  of  them  cordially  approved ;  but  there 
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was  evidciuly  an  undercurrent  stiil  of  Uijjseai,  iuid  especiiiUy  in  the 
rear  ships,  where  there  hftd  been  some  of  the  straggling  inevitable  iu 
such  moYements,  and  whose  commandeis  tl^sfore  had  uncomfortable 
experience  of  the  lack  of  mutual  siqiporti  which  tiie  line  of  battle  was 
meant  to  insure. 

Another  indication  of  still  surviving  i)edantry  was  the  obligation 
felt  in  the  rear  ships  to  tivke  ixtst  Leliind  their  own  adminil,  and  to 
remniii  there  when  the  signals  for  tlie  line  of  hat  tic  and  to  bear  down 
in  lilt-  adiuimrs  wake,  were  flyinj^.  Thus  i'Hili.ser's  own  inaction,  to 
whatever  caase  due,  [Kinilysed  the  six  or  eight  Siiil  with  him;  but  it 
appears  to  the  wilier  that  Keppel  was  seriously  remiss  iu  not  sum- 
moning those  shijis  by  their  own  pennants^  as  soon  ss  he  began  to 
distrust  the  purposes  of  the  Vice-Admiral,  instead  of  delaying  doing 
so  -till  7  P.  !£.,  as  he  did.  It  is  a'curious  picture  presented  to  us  bjr 
the  evidence.  The  Commander4n-Ohief^  with  his  staff  and  the  cap- 
tain of  the  ship,  fretting  and  fuming  on  the  Victory  s  quarter-deck; 
the  signals  flying  which  have  been  mentioned ;  Harland's  division 
gettinp:  into  line  ahead  ;  and  four  points  on  the  weather  quarter,  only 
two  miles  distant,  so  that  ♦'every  t^Min  and  port  could  be  counted,"  a 
group  of  Seven  or  eij^ht  sail,  aniung  ilicm  the  flag  of  tlie  tliird  in  com- 
mand, apparently  indifterent  spectator.  The  FomiidaUes  only  sign 
of  disafailily  was  tiie  f oretopsul  unbent  for  four  hours, — a  dehij  which, 
being  unexplained,  rather  increased  than  relieved  suspicion,  rife  tlien 
throughout  the  Navy.  Palliser  was  a  Tory,  and  had  left  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  to  take  his  command.  Keppel  was  so  strong  a  Whig 
!lj  t  lie  would  not  serve  against  the  Americans;  and  he  evid^tly 
feared  that  he  was  to  Ik;  betrayed  to  his  ruin. 

Palliser's  defence  rested  ujion  three  principal  ])*>ints :  (1),  that  the 
signal  for  the  line  ot  liattle  wiis  not  seen  on  Umixl  the  Fortind'ihh  ; 
(2),  that  the  signal  to  get  into  the  Admirars  wake  was  repentetl  hy 
himself ;  (i3),  that  his  foremast  was  wounded,  and,  moreover,  found  to 
be  in  such  bod  condition  that  he  feared  to  carry  sail  on  it.  As  re* 
gards  the  first,  the  signal  was  seen  on  board  the  Ocmh^  next  astern 
of  and  **not  far  from  " '  the  FormidaUe;  for  the  second,  the  Admiral 
should  liave  been  informed  of  a  disabiUty  by  which  a  single  ship  was 
neutralising  a  division.  The  frigate  that  brought  Keppel's  message 
could  have  carried  back  this.  Thiitlly,  the  most  damaging  feature  to 
Palliser's  ease  was  tliat  lie  assorted  that,  after  coming  out  from  under 
fire,  be  wore  at  once  U)\vaidb  the  enemy ;  afterwards  be  wore  back 
^  £vi(leDc«  of  Captain  Johu  Laforaj,  of  the  Ocean. 
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agnin.  A  ship  that  thus  wore  twice  before  iiucc  o'clock,  luiglit  have 
di>$plu}'ed  seal  and  efficiency  enough  to  ran  two  miles,  off  the  wind,* 
at  five,  to  Bup]x>rt  a  fight  Deliberate  treachery  is  impoeaifale.  To  the 
writer  the  Ylce-Adnural's  behavionr  seems  that  of  a  man  in  a  eulkt 
who  will  do  only  that  which  he  can  find  no  excuses  for  neglecting. 
In  such  cases  of  sailing  dose,  men  generally  slip  over  the  line  into 
grievous  Avrong. 

Kepjx;!  was  cleared  of  all  the  eliar<;e8  preferred  ao-ainst  him  ;  tlie 
accuser  had  not  tliouglit  best  to  emlxxly  among  tliem  the  dehtj  k> 
recall  the  shi^is  wlutli  lie  lihuBelf  vv;us  dctaiiiin;^,'.  A^'uiimt  "Palliser 
no  specific  charge  was  preferred,  but  the  Admiralty  diitjcled  a  gen- 
eral inquiry  into  lus  conxse  on  the  27th  of  July.  The  court  found 
his  conduct  in  many  instances  highly  exemplary  and  meritorious,** 
— he  had  fought  well, — **but  reprehensible  in  not  having  acquainted 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  his  distress,  which  he  might  have  done 
either  by  the  For,  or  other  means  which  he  had  in  his  power.'* 
Public  opinion  running  strongly  for  Keppel,  his  acquittal  was  cele- 
bi-ated  with  bonfires  and  illuminations  in  London;  the  mob  got 
drunk,  smashed  the  Nvindows  of  Puliistu's  fiicn'l.s,  wrecked  PalHsi  r's 
own  house,  aud  came  near  to  killing  Palliser  himself.  The  Admiralty, 
in  1780,  made  him  Governor  of  Greenwich  Hospital. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  the  British  and  French  being  no  loi^r  in 
sight  of  each  other,  Keppel,  considering  his  fleet  too  injured  aloft  to 
cruise  near  the  French  coast,  kept  away  for  Plymouth,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  81st.  Before  putting  to  sea  ag:  in,  he  provided  against 
a  recurrence  of  the  misdemeanour  of  the  27th  by  a  general  ortler,  that 
in  future  the  Line  is  always  to  l)e  taken  from  the  Centre."  Had 
this  Ixx-n  in  force  !>eforf,  Pnlliser's  captains  would  have  taken  station 
hv  the  r«iniTnaii(lfi-in-C'hief,  ami  the  Fnrmiihihl.'i  would  liave  been  \vit 
to  Windward  by  iierndf.  At  (lie  same  tiiue  Howe  Wiw  closing  his 
squadron  upon  the  centre  in  America;  and  Rodney,  two  years  later, 
experienced  the  iU^ffects  of  distance  taken  from  tiie  next  ahead,  when 
the  leading  ship  of  a  fleet  disr^jarded  an  order. 

Although  privately  censuring  Palliser's  conduct,  the  Commander' 
in-Chief  made  no  official  complaint,  and  it  was  not  until  tlie  matter  got 
into  the  paj>ers,  thmn-li  tlie  talk  of  the  fleet,  that  the  diiliculty  began 
wliich  resulted  in  the  trial  of  t)oth  officers,  early  in  the  following  year. 

I  <*I  do  not  neollcet  how  nuoy  poiiitft  I  went  fram  tlie  wind ;  I  mait  hare  bore 
di^irn  h  pretty  laige  oonne."  Ttftimonj  of  Captain  i.  I^ony,  of  the  Ottan^  on  tbia 
point. 


426  MAJOR  OPSRATIOXS.  1782^1788.  [1778. 

A  Tier  tliis,  Keppel,  being  <lissiiti.sfit'(l  witli  the  Admiralty's  trt  atment, 
iiitiuial(  J  his  wish  to  give  up  the  eommanii.  The  onler  to  tttrike  his 
tiiig  WHS  diiletl  March  Ihtli,  1779.  llo  was  not  employed  afloat  agaiu, 
but  upon  the  change  of  administration  in  1782  be  became  Fiist  Lord 
of  tbe  Admiralty,  and  so  remained,  with  a  brief  intermisaion,  until 
December,  1783. 

It  is  perhaps  necessary  to  mention  that  both  British  and  French 
asserted,  and  assort  to  this  day,  that  the  other  party  abandoned  tbe 
field.'  The  ][x)int  is  too  trivial,  in  the  author's  opinion,  to  warrant 
further  discussion  of  an  episode  whose  hi^toricd  interest  is  vers- 
slii^lit,  tliuUL:li  its  professional  lessons  are  valuable.  The  British  ojuse 
h.ia  the  advauuige  —  through  the  courts-niartial  —  of  the  sworn  testi- 
mony of  twenty  to  thirty-  captains,  who  agi-eed  that  the  British  kept 
on  the  same  taek  under  short  sail  througbont  tbe  night,  and  that 
in  the  momin^f  only  three  French  ships  were  visible.  As  far  as 
known  to  the  authcn',  the  French  contention  rests  only  on  the  usual 
leports. 

Conditions  of  weather  exerted  rryent  infltience  upon  the  time  and 
place  of  hostilities  during  the  niaritiuie  war  of  1778,  thf  nju'iiing 
scenes  of  wliicli,  in  Europe  and  in  Xortli  Americn.  havt-  just  been 
narnited.  In  European  seas  it  wiis  realised  that  uaval  enterprises  by 
fleets,  requiring  evolutions  by  masses  of  large  vessels,  were  possible 
only  in  summer.  Winter  gales  scattered  ships  and  impeded  ma^ 
noeuvres*  The  same  consideration  prevailed  to  limit  activity  in  Nmth 
American  watei-s  to  the  summer;  and  complementary  to  tiiis  was  the 
fact  that  in  the  West  Indies  hurricanes  of  excessive  violence  occurred 
from  July  to  October.  The  practice  therefore  was  to  transfer  effort 
fn>m  one  quarter  to  the  other  in  tlie  Western  Hemisphere,  acocrding 
to  the  season. 

In  the  recent  treaty  witli  the  United  States,  the  King  of  France 
had  formally  renounced  all  claim  to  aequire  for  himself  any  part  oi 
tbe  American  continent  then  in  possession  of  Great  Britain.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  had  reserved  tbe  express  right  to  conquer  any  of  her 
islands  south  of  Bermuda.  The  West  Indies  were  then,  in  the  value 
of  their  products*  the  richest  commercial  region  on  the  globe;  and 

•  "Dutiuy  tliC  uij^bt  {»(  tlii  27tl>)  .Vdininii  Keppel  kept  away  (fit  rouie)  fur 
PoTtninoutb.'*  Cbevalier,  '  Mnriue  Fran^^use,'  SO.  Pari*,  1877.  Old! y  euougb,  h« 
n(1<U  tliat  "  oil  the  evening  of  th«  2Sth  tbe  Freneb  sqaadion,  eaiTi«i<  ta$twari  bgikt 

eurriiiU,  ^i^btt-J  Usiiaut." 
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France  wished  not  only  to  incivas**  her  ahvady  hirge  possessions 
thei'e,  but  also  to  eMtablisii  more  solidly  her  political  and  military 
tenure. 

In  Septeml)er,  1778,  the  IJritish  I'slaml  of  Dominica  wits  seized  hy 
an  expe<lition  from  the  adjacent  French  colony  of  .Martinique.  The 
affair  wiis  a  surprise,  and  passes.scs  no  s^iecial  militiiry  interest ;  hut 
it  is  instructive  to  observe  that  fJreat  Britain  Wiis  uniircjiared,  m  the 
West  Indies  as  elsewhere,  when  the  war  beyran,    A  change  had  been 


ADMtKAL  THK  IIOS,  HAMrKI,  BARICINOTON 
(/Vein  /*«  Uthogmph  fcy  Rult'it,  nprr  th«  poHniH  b)  J.  S.  Coplry.  It.  A.) 


made  shortly  Ixjfore  in  the  comman<l  of  the  Leeward  Islan<Ls  Station, 
OS  it  was  called,  which  extended  from  AiitiLjua  .southward  over  tho 
Les.ser  Antilles  with  headquartei-s  at  Harlwidos.  Hear- .Admiral  tho 
Hon.  Satnuel  Rarrin^ton,  the  news-omer,  leaving;  home  before  war 
had  been  declared,  had  orders  not  to  (|uit  Barbados  till  further 
instructions  should  arrive.  These  hail  not  ivached  him  when  he 
learned  of  the  loss  of  Dominiea.    The  French  had  received  their 
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onlei-s  on  the  17th  of  August.  The  l)lovv  was  intrinsically  somewhat 
serious,  so  far  as  the  mere  capturi:  ol'  u  ^Mwiiiou  cau  be,  fur  ihu  forti- 
fioationB  were  strong,  though  they  had  been  inndequately  garrisonad. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  build  works  and  not  man  them,  for  their  fall  trans* 
ferB  to  the  enemy  strength  which  he  otherwise  wonld  need  time  to 
create.  To  the  French  the  conquest  was  useful  beyond  its  conime^ 
cial  value*  because  it  closed  a  L^ap  in  their  possessions.  They  now 
held  four  consecutive  islands,  from  north  to  SOttthi  Ooadeloupei 
Dominica.  Mnrtinlquc,  nnd  St.  Lucia. 

Harrington  liad  two  sliqts  of  the  line,  his  flacrphip,  tlie  I'rince  of 
Waks^  74,  Captain  Bi'iijaiuiu  Hill,  and  tlu'  IJui//u,  7U,  Captain  Herbert 
Sawyer,  whicli,  iiad  he  been  cruising,  would  probably  liu\  e  deterred 
the  French.  Upon  teoeiving  the  news,  he  put  to  sea,  going  as  far  at 
Antigfua;  bat  he  did  not  venture  to  stay  away  because  his  expected 
Instructions  had  not  come  yet,  and,  like  Keppel,  he  feared  an  ungenei^ 
ous  constamction  of  his  actions.  He  remained  in  Barbados,  patientiy 
watching  for  an  opportunity  to  act. 

TIk'  dejiarture  of  Howe  and  tl»e  approach  of  winter  determined 
the  transference  of  British  troojis  and  shi[)s  to  the  Leeward  Islauds. 
Reinforcements  had  given  tlic  British  fleet  a  numerical  supi^riority, 
which  for  the  time  iniposid  a  clieck  upon  d'Estaing;  but  Byruii, 
proverbially  unlucky  in  weather,  was  driven  crippled  to  Newport, 
leaving  the  Frmch  &ee  to  quit  Boston.  The  difficulty  of  provision- 
ing  so  large  a  force  as  twelve  ships  of  the  line  at  first  threatened  to 
prevent  the  movement,  supplies  being  then  extremely  scarce  in  the 
port ;  but  at  the  critical  moment  American  privateers  brought  in  large 
numbers  of  prizes,  laden  with  provisions  from  I^nrope  for  the  British 
army.  Thus  d'Estaing  was  enabled  to  sail  for  Martinique  on  the  4th 
of  Nt)vember.  On  the  same  day  there  left  Xew  York  for  Barbados 
a  British  squadron,  *  —  '2  sixtv-fnni-s.  3  fifties,  and  throe  smaller  craft, 
—  under  the  commaiul  uf  (  i>uiniodore  W  illiam  liotham,  convoying 
S,000  troops  for  service  in  the  West  Indies. 

J  Pf^gf^j^  i  Ci<ii>iuu<li)rv  William  Ilutliam. 

(  Captain  Samuel  Upplebv. 
St.  Albovs  64       ra]itni(i  Hirlmrl  (>n*lo\v. 

Noiuiuh  ftl      Cuijtiiin  Walter  Giilhtli. 

/fit  SO      Oiptaiu  John  Rayner. 

CiutHrivH  SO       r',-i]>taiii  liiclmr*!  Itratliwaitc. 

Vtnua  36      Captain  Jiuues  Feiguson. 

Pmi  32     Captain  AlexitTuler  tineme. 

Canam  (bomb)  8     Commantic-i  E-hvanl  Eilwanls. 

Beauon.  vi.  U6.  —  W.  L.  C 
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Being  bound  for  nearly  the  same  point,  the  two  liostile  bodies 
Bt^ercfl  iKinillel  courses,  eiich  ijjiiorant  of  the  other's  ueaniess.  In 
the  latitude  of  Bermuda  lx>tli  sjiftered  from  a  violent  gale,  but  the 
French  most;  the  flagship  Lanymdoc  losing  her  main  and  mizzen 
topmasts.  On  the  2oth  of  November  one  ^  of  HotUam's  convoy  fell 
into  the  handa  of  d*Bstiungt  who  then  Bist  learned  of  the  British 
flailing.  Doubtful  whether  their  destination  was  Barbados  or 
Antigua, — their  two  chief  stations,  —  he  decided  for  the  latter. 
Arriving  off  it  on  the  6th  of  December,  he  chuscmI  for  foity-eight 
houre,  arri  then  Iwre  awaj  for  Fort  Koyal,  Martinique,  the  i)rincii>al 
French  d^pOt  in  the  West  Indies,  %h«  i  e  lie  anchored  on  the  9th.  On 
the  10th  Hotham  jninefl  r>arnngt<iu  at  Darlmrlof;. 

IJaningtou  knew  already  what  lu'  wanted  to  do,  and  therefore 
lost  not  a  moment  in  deliberation.  Tlie  trooj^s  were  kept  on  boards 
Hotham*8  convoy  ariangementtt  being  left  as  they  were ;  and  on  the 
morning  of  December  12th  the  entire  force  sailed  again,  the  main 
change  being  in  the  chief  oommand,  and  in  the  addition  of  Barringt<m'8 
two  ships  of  the  line.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  the  shipping 
niK  ]i(<ied  in  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac,  an  inlet  on  the  west  side  of  St. 
Lucia,  which  is  seventy  miles  esst-north-eaat  from  Barbados.  Part 
of  the  ti«»oi>s  landed  at  once,  and  seized  the  batteries  and  heights 
on  liie  north  side  of  the  Kty.  The  remainder  were  put  nn  shore  the 
next  morning.  The  Frencii  ion  es  were  inadequate  to  defend  their 
worivs;  but  it  is  to  be  observed  th.it  lliey  were  driven  with  uuremit- 
ting  energy,  and  that  to  this  promptness  tlie  British  owed  their 
ability  to  hold  the  position. 

Three  miles  north  of  the  Cul  de  Sac  is  a  bay  then  called  the 
Car^nage ;  now  Port  Castries.  At  its  northern  extvemitjr  is  a  pre- 
cipitous promontoiy.  La  Vigie,  then  fortified,  upon  the  tenure  of 
which  dej)ended  not  only  control  of  that  anchonige,  but  also  access 
to  tlie  rear  of  the  works  wliieh  commanded  the  Cul  dc  Sac.  If 
those  workj>  fell,  the  ^(jiuulrou  unist  abantlon  it.s  position  and  put  to 
se.i,  where  d'I*^st*ung's  fleet  would  Ite  in  waiting.  ( )n  the  other  hand, 
if  tlie  squadron  were  crushetl  at  its  anchors,  the  tn>oj«  were  isolated 
and  must  ultimately  ca]jitulate.  Therefore  La  Vigie  and  tlie  squad- 
ron «'ere  the  two  keys  to  the  situation,  and  the  loss  of  either  would 
be  decisive. 

By  the  evening  of  the  14th  the  Brituh  held  the  shore  line  from 
La  Vigie  to  the  southern  point  of  the  Cul  de  Sac,  as  well  as  Mome 

*  The  French  accounts  Btiy  three. 
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Foriun«5  (Fort  Cliarluttt-),  ilie  eupital  of  the  island.  The  fceblo 
Ficiii  li  trruTisim  n  titi'd  to  tlio  interior,  leuvin<^  its  guns  unspikcil, 
ami  aiiiiniuutii)n  and  ntrtivs  nntoiiclict!,  -  nii<<thei' instance  of  the 
(hmger  ul  \vi)ik>.  lurniug  to  one  s  own  Uisaih  anuigc.  ll  wus  Har- 
ringtuu's  pur|H»se  now  t«»  remove  the  tmiisporis  to  tlie  Cardnagc,  lis 
a  ffloiQ  commodiouB  harbuiu-,  proljubly  also  better  defended ;  but  be 
wax  prevented  fay  the  arrival  ot  d'Estaing  that  afternoon.  "  Just  oa 
all  the  important  stations  were  secured,  the  French  coloun  struck. 


Tin  wnrramv  pavt  nt  rtn  fniAiio  ot  it.  urctA. 


and  General  (iiant's  heuil<iuarter8  establi«lied  at  the  Governor's 
bnnsr,  the  Ari'nhh  frigate  came  in  siglit  witii  tlie  signal  abmad  for 
the  approach  of  an  enemy."  '  The  French  fleet  was  seen  soon  after- 
wards from  the  heights  above  the  s(pia*lron. 

The  British  had  gauied  much  so  far  by  celeril^,  hut  they  stall 
spared  no  time  to  take  breath.  The  night  was  passed  by  the  soldiere 
in  strengtheninff  their  iMwitions,  and  by  the  Rear-Admiral  in  rectify- 
ing his  order  to  meet  the  expected  attack.   The  transports,  between 
■  Beatmni :  «  Militnry  and  NbtaI  Memoir*,'  iv.  380. 
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fifty  and  sixty  in  namber,  were  warped  inaide  the  ships  of  war,  and 
the  latter  were  most  carefully  disposed  across  the  mouth  of  the  bay. 
At  the  northern  (windward)  end  was  placed  the  Jtis,  50,  Captain. 
John  Ra^'ner,  well  under  the  point  to  prevent  anything  from  passing 

i-oun<l  her;  but  for  further  security  she  was  sup[iorted  hy  three 
frig-.ites  ;  the  V>nus,  3G,  Captain  William  Peere  Willianw,  the  ArindiWy 
2",  C.ijjtain  Thfimns  Priiifjle,  ami  the  Auj-or",  Captain  James 
Cuniiuiiig,  anchored  abreast  of  the  intci  val  l>t  t  \vt  t_'n  her  and  the  shore. 
From  the  Isui  the  line  extended  to  ihe  buuthwurd,  inclining  sliglaly 
outward ;  the  Prince  of  Jralcs^  7-4,  Barringtou's  flagship,  taking  the 
southern  flank,  as  the  most  exposed  position.  Between  her  and  the 
Im  were  five  other  ships, — the  Boffiu,  70,  Nmsueh,  64, 8t,Al^iUj  64^ 
iVfsftm,  50,  and  Cenfurioth  50,  The  works  left  by  the  Ftanch  at  the 
north  and  south  points  of  the  bay  may  have  been  used  to  support 
the  flanks,  but  Barrington  in  his  report  does  not  say  so. 

D'K.stiiiny  had  twelve  shijis  of  the  line,  and  was  able  to  land,  two 
days  after  tliis,  7,000  troo^w.  With  -sm  h  a  sujieriority  it  is  evident 
that,  hatl  he  an-ived  twenty-four  hours  tsooner,  the  British  woidd 
have  Ijeen  stopped  in  tiie  midst  of  tlieir  operation.  To  gain  time, 
Barrington  had  sought  to  prevent  intelligence  reaching  Fort  Royal, 
less  than  filtjr  miles  distant,  by  sending  cruisers  in  advance  of  his 
squadron,  to  cover  the  ai^roacbes  to  St.  Lucia ;  but,  despite  his  care, 
d*Estaing  had  the  news  on  the  14th.  He  sailed  at  once,  and,  as  has 
been  said,  was  off  St.  Lucia  that  evening.  At  daybreak  of  the  Idth 
he  stood  in  for  the  Can'na^'e;  but  when  he  came  within  range, 
a  lively  cannonade  told  him  tliat  the  enemy  were  nlready  in  imsses- 
sioD.  He  decided  therefore  to  nttiok  the  squadron,  and  at  11.30 
the  French  parsed  along  it  from  nortii  to  south,  firing,  but  without 
effect  A  second  attempt  was  made  in  the  afternoon,  directed  upon 
the  lee  flank,  but  it  was  equally  unavailing.  The  British  had  three 
men  killed;  the  French  loss  is  not  given,  but  is  said  to  have  been 
slight.  It  is  stated  that  the  sea  breese  did  not  penetrate  far  enough 
into  the  bay,  that  day.  to  admit  closing.  This  frequently  happens, 
but  it  does  not  ajler  the  fact  that  tlie  stjnadron  was  the  proj^er  jwint 
of  attack,  and  that,  espertally  in  the  winter  season,  nn  opportunity 
to  close  must  oltcr  soon.  D'Estailil^.  tT'^venie<l  prohaMy  hv  tlx?  sol- 
dicilv  bia.s  lie  more  than  once  bctru\e<l,  decided  now  to  iussault  the 
works  on  shore.  Anchoring  in  a  small  bay  north  of  the  Car^nage, 
he  landed  seven  thousand  men,  and  on  the  18th  attempted  to  storm 
the  British  lines  at  I.<a  Vigie.   The  neck  of  land  connecting  the 
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promontoiy  with  the  island  \&  veiy  flat,  and  the  French  therefore 
hil>ouml  iitiiU>r  {rn'fit  (lisiulviintnLfc  fioin  the  ronimandinsj  jwwition  of 
their  fiu-niy.  It  was  a  ivj)i-!itioii  of  Hunker  Hill,  and  ol  many  ntluT 
iil-judgetl  uud  precipuatf  iitta<  ks.  Aiirr  llirt  i-  Lrallant  but  inetlectual 
cluirgus,  led  by  d'EsUiiag  iii  perjion,  ilie  iUM*ailu)it8  retired,  with  the 
Ion  of  41  oflicere  and  800  rank  and  file,  killed  and  wounded, 

D'Estaing  re-embarked  his  men,  and  stood  ready  again  to  attack 
Barrington,  a  frigate  being  stationed  off  the  Cul  de  Sac,  to  give 
notice  when  tlic  wind  sliuuld  serve.  On  the  24th  she  signalled,  and 
the  fleet  weighed  ;  but  Harrington,  who  had  taken  a  very  great  risk 
for  an  adequate  oliject,  ran  no  unneeessarj-  rislcs  througli  prpsnmi*- 
tion.  He  had  employed  his  respite  to  warp  the  ships  of  ^\  .a•  larther 
in,  where  the  bi-ee7,e  reached  lea*  certainly,  and  where  narrower 
waters  gave  Iwtter  support  to  the  flanks.  He  had  strengthened  the 
latter  also  bj  new  woiks,  in  which  he  Ind  pJaeed  heavy  guns 
from  the  ships,  manned  bj  seamen.  For  these  or  other  reasons 
d'Eataing  did  not  attack.  On  the  29th  he  quitted  the  island,  and 
on  die  80th  the  French  gov^or,  the  Chev.  de  Micoud,  formally 
capitulated 

This  achievement  of  Barrington,  and  of  Major-General  James 
Grant,  who  was  a.s.sociated  with  him.  was  grec'trd  at  the  time  with  an 
apiilauso  whicli  will  Im?  echoed  by  the  military  judi^ment  of  a  later 
age.  There  is  a  purticuliU'  plea«uru  in  liudiiig  the  williugncii.>  to 
incur  a  great  danger,  conjoined  with  a  care  that  chances  nothing 
against  which  the  utmost  diligence  and  skill  can  provide.  The 
celerity,  foretbought»  wariness,  and  daring  of  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Barrington  have  inscribed  upim  the  records  of  the  British  Navy  a 
atlCcess  whose  distinction  should  l)e  meiusured,  not  by  the  greatness 
of  the  scjile,  but  by  the  i>erfection  of  the  workmanship,  and  by  the 
Cnei'gy  of  the  execntinn  in  tlie  face  of  great  odds. 

St.  Lucia  remained  in  tlie  hantls  of  the  British  tliroughoiit  the 
war.  It  was  an  import«int  acquisition,  because  at  its  north-west 
extremity  was  a  good  and  defensible  anchorage,  Gros  Ilet  Bay,  only 
thirty  miles  fixwk  Fort  RoyaL  In  it  die  British  fleet  could  lie, 
when  desinible  to  doee-watch  the  enemy,  yet  not  be  worried  for  its 
safety  when  away ;  for  it  was  but  an  outpoeti  not  a  base  of  opera- 
tions,  as  Fort  Royal  was.  It  was  thus  used  continiudly,  and  from 
it  Rodney  issucil  for  his  great  victory  in  April,  1782. 

Durin;^  tlie  fu-st  six  months  of  1770  no  important  incident 
occurred  in  the  West  Indies.    On  the  0th  of  January,  Vice-Admiral 
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the  Hon.  John  Byron,  with  ten  shij®  of  the  line  from  NaiTagansett 
Bay,  reached  St.  Lueia,  and  relieved  Barrington  of  the  chief  com- 
mand. Both  the  British  and  the  French  fleets  were  reinforced  in 
the  course  of  the  spring,  but  the  relative  strength  remained  nearly 
as  before,  until  the  27th  of  June,  when  the  arrival  of  a  division 
from  Brest  made  tlie  French  numbei-s  somewhat  superior. 


VICE-.\I>MIKAL  Nil:  1ITI>K  PAItKKII  il),  tl.VKT. 
(/>ciM  a  lithoyritph  bj/  II.  R.  Cw/k,  njtrr  Ikr  pnrlrnU  Ay  J.  XorlhtDir,  R.  .1.) 


Shortly  Itefore  this,  Byron  had  Ix^en  constrained  by  one  of  the 
conmiercial  exigencies  that  constiintly  einl>;ina.sscd  the  military' 
action  of  the  British  admirals.  A  large  convoy  «if  tnuUng  ships, 
l>ound  to  England,  wjus  collecting  at  St.  Kitts,  and  he  thought 
necessary  to  accomiiany  it  part  of  the  homewanl  way,  until  well 
clear  of  the  enemy's  West  India  cruisers.  For  this  purpose  he  left 
St.  Lucia  early  in  June.  As  soon  as  the  coast  was  clear,  d'Estaing. 
informed  of  liis  object,  sent  a  small  combined  expedition  agsiinst 
St.  Vincent,  which  wjis  surn-ndcivd  on  the  IHih  of  the  month.  On 
the  30th  the  French  admiral  himself  <putt<'d  Fort  Boyal  with  his 
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whole  fleet, — twenty-iive  tihi\m  ot  llie  line  uud  si  \(M-al  friijatt  s, — 
directing  his  course  for  the  British  Ishuul  of  Greiiadii,  lictore  wJiich 
lie  anchored  ou  the  2ud  o£  July.  With  coiumcuduble  promptitude^ 
he  landed  his  troops  that  evemng,  and  on  the  4th  the  island  capita- 
hited.  Except  aa  represented  by  one  small  anned  sloop,  the  York^ 
13,  Lietttenftnt  Daniel  Dobrle,  which  was  taken,  the  British  Navy 
had  no  part  in  tliis  transaction.  Thirty  richly  laden  merchant  ships 
wore  captured  in  tlie  port. 

At  Iiicak  of  July  6th,  llyron  apjieared  with  twenty-one  sail  «>l 
the  luiv.  oiu'  iVitnite,'  and  a  convey  of  twenty -eight  vof^sels,  canying 
troops  aiul  c<iuipments.  He  hail  letunu'd  to  St.  Lucia  on  the  Ist, 
and  there  had  heard  of  the  loss  of  St.  \"incent,  with  a  niniour  that 
tlie  French  had  gone  agunst  Grenada.  He  consequently  had  pnt 
tff  sea  on  the  8rd,  with  the  force  mentioned. 


>  List  of  thn  rtntiiih  Fleet  in  the  action  olF  Qmioda,  Jttly  6tfa,  177ft.  Fran 

BeatM)n,  vi.  l&i  (corrcctetl).  —  W.  1^.  C. 
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The  British  approach  was  repoi  kd  to  fVEstaiTig  fitiring  tlie  iiight 
of  the  oth.  Most  of  hLs  tioct  \v^l8  tlu  n  lyin<^  ;it  aiiclior  off  Georgtv 
town,  at  tlie  sontlt-west  of  the  island;  soim:  vi  ssds,  wliicli  liad  Ijeen 
under  way  oii  Itmk-out  duty,  li<w.l  fallcii  to  lee  ward.  ^  At  4  a.>i,  the 
French  b^an  to  lift  Uiar  m^tuxa^  witli  orden  to  form  Une  of  buttle 
on  the  starboard  tack,  in  order  of  speed;  that  is,  as  rapidl)'  aa 
poaaible  without  regard  to  usual  ataticois.  When  daylight  had  fully 
madef  the  British  fleet  was  seen  standing  down  from  tiie  northward, 
close  inshore,  on  the  port  tack,  with  the  wind  free  at  north-east  by 
east.  It  wa.s  not  in  nnh>r,  as  is  evident  from  the  fact  tliat  the  shipi} 
neart'.st  the  enemy,  and  therefore  first  t(»  close,  oii^'lit  to  have  been 
in  the  rear  on  tlie  tiien  tack.  For  this  conditinii  there  is  no  evident 
excuse ;  for  a  licet  having  a  convoy  necessarily  proceeds  so  slowly 
UiAt  the  warships  can  keep  reasonable  order  f(»r  mutual  support. 
Moreover,  irregularities  that  are  permissible  in  case  of  emeigency, 
(HT  when  no  enemy  can  be  encountered  suddenly,  cease  to  be  so 
when  the  probability  of  an  imminent  meeting  exists.  T\m  worst 
results  of  the  day  are  to  Ije  attributed  to  this  fault.  Being  short  of 
fiigatcs,  Byron  assigned  tlux^o  ships  of  the  line  (a),  under  Rear- 
Adniii-al  Ilnwley,  to  the  convoy,  which  of  couree  wa«  on  the  off  hand 
frojn  the  uuemy,  and  snniLwlmt  in  the  rear.  It  was  nmleislood, 
however,  that  these  would  Ixj  culled  into        line,  if  nee<lful.  i 

When  the  French  were  first  perceived  by  Byron,  their  line  was 
forming;  the  long  tliin  column  lengthening  out  gradually  to  the 
north>north«we8t,  from  the  confused  duster'  still  to  be  seen  at  the 
anchorage  (A}.  Hoping  to  profit 'by  their  disorder,  he  signalled  ^  a 
general  chase  in  that  quarter,*  as  well  as  for  Rear-Admiral  Kiiwhy 
tn  leave  the  convoy;  and  as  not  more  than  fourteen  or  fifteen  of 
ihe  enemy's  sliijis  appenred  to  be  in  line,  the  signal  was  made  for 
tlir  sliijis  to  rnL,''a;,'-e.  "ml  J'urm  as  theif  could  <jd  ?'/'."  '  It  is  clear 
ivuxw  tliis  Jiut  only  thill  the  sliijjs  were  not  in  oiiler,  but  also  that 

•  ^  To  the  westward.  Tbe.sc  i^londa  lie  in  the  tndfi^winds,  which  are  cotutant  ia 
gentni  direction  from  nortIi-«tuit 

*  Ailniirnl  Koppil,  in  hia  uvi<ii  in  •  l  .  fore  tiie  Palli.<«i'r  Court,  gav«  an  interesting 
cl(""'r!]>ti'm  of  a  .oiiiiiliir  fcenc  !iltln;UL;li  the  preaoTit  vriter  is  i>crsuailc<l  t!mt  ho  was 
narialiui,'  things  as  they  wciuwl,  ralhtT  than  — aa  at  GrenaJa  —  thty  were.  **  The 
French  weie  forming  tbeir  line  ezacUy  in  the  manner  Bf.  Coiiflans  did  when 
attacked  by  Admiral  Tr'iwke."  (Kep|>el  linl  lifon  in  that  action.)  "It  is  a  manner 
peculiar  to  Lbenisi  lvc^,  and  to  tUuse  who  do  not  uudiirstond  it,  it  appears  like  cou> 
foaioii  I  tbey  draw  out  sbip  bj  ship  fiom  a  duatier.'* 

*  That  is,  towanis  the  shipn  at  anclmr,  —  the  cucmj's  tear  at  niBtten  then  wvn. 

*  Byron's  Koport.   Tlie  italics  aie  the  author'a. 
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fhej  iraie  to  fonn  under  fire.  Three  ehipe,  the  Atttaih  74*  the 
BriuM  of  Wales,  74,  and  the  Boijru^  70,  In  the  order  named, —  the 
second  carrying  the  fl:i<T  of  Harrington,  now  a  Vice-Admiral,  —  were 
well  ahead  of  tlie  fleet  (b).  The  direction  pre8cril)ed  for  the  attack, 
that  of  the  clustered  ehijje  in  the  French  rear,  carried  the  Bhtifib 


BYUOX'S  ACTION  OFF  OBENAbA. 


down  on  a  flonth-aottth^west,  or  aonth  ly  weat,  oouree ;  and  as  the 

enemy's  van  and  centre  were  drawing  out  to  the  north-north-west, 
the  two  lines  at  that  time  resembled  the  legs  of  a  "Y,**  the  {loint  of 
whieh  wiia  tlio  anchorage  off  Georgetown.  Harrington's  tliree 
ships  therefore  neared  the  Fnuieli  order  gr.idually,  and  liad  to 
receive  its  tiro  for  some  time  l>ef()rc  tliey  conld  reply,  unless,  by 
hauling  to  the  wind,  tiiey  diverged  from  the  set  eouiue.  This,  and 
llieiT  isolation,  made  tii^  lose  very  heavy.  When  they  reached  the 
rear  of  the  French,  the  latter*a  oolunin  was  tolerably  fomed,  and 
Barrington'a  alupB  wore  in  succeaaion,— just  as  Harland*a  had 
done  in  Keppel*a  action,  —  to  follow  on  the  other  tack.  In  doin^ 
thia,  the  SvlUm  Icept  away  under  the  stem  of  the  enemy*a  reannoat 
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fllup»  to  rake  her;  to  avoid  which  the  hitter  bore  up.  The  Sultan 
thus  lost  time  and  ground,  and  Baxrington  took  the  lead,  standing 
along  the  French  Une,  from  rear  to  van,  and  to  windward. 

Meanwhile,  the  forming  of  the  enemy  bad  revealed  to  Byron  for 
the  first  time,  and  to  his  dismay,  that  he  had  been  deceived  in  think- 
ing the  French  force  inferior  to  his  own.  "Tlowever,  the  general 
chase  was  oontiniip^l,  an«l  the  signnl  iikuIc  for  c  losu  LMij^ui^a-ment.'*  * 
The  remainder  of  tliu  ski^js  stood  down  on  tlie  £)ort  tiick,  as  the  first 
three  bad  done,  and  wore  in  tlie  wake  of  the  latter,  whom  they  foU 
bwed;  bat  befbxe  reaching  the  point  of  wearing,  three  ships  (c), 
**the  Chm^fton,  74^  the  Comwallj  74,  and  the  £uw,  64,  happenisig  to  b$ 
io  htumrd^  auatained  the  fire  of  the  enemy^a  whole  line,  as  it  passed 
on  the  starlx)ard  tack/*  It  seems  clear  tliat,  having  had  the  wind, 
during  the  night  and  now,  and  being  in  search  of  an  enemy,  it  should 
not  have  "  happened  "  that  any  ships  should  have  been  so  far  to  leo- 
wanl  a.s  to  l>e  iinsn[>i)<)rted.  Captain  Thomas  White,  li.N.,  writing 
;us  udvooiitii  of  liynui,  says,*  "while  the  van  was  wearing  .  .  .  the 
e»t«uunost  ships  were  coming  up  under  Rear-Admiral  llyde  Paiker. 
.  .  .  Among  these  ships,  the  Cfomwalt  and  Xitm,  from  being  nearer 
the  enemy  than  thoee  about  tiiem  (for  the  rear  diviBion  had  not  then 
formed  into  /tn«),  drew  upon  themselves  almost  the  whole  of  the 
enemy*s  fire/*  No  words  can  show  more  clearly  tiie  disastrona,  pre- 
cipitate disorder  in  which  this  attack  was  conducted.  The  Graftont 
White  says,  wns  similarly  situated.  In  cnn«teqnence,  these  three  were 
so  crippled,  besides  a  treitiendons  loss  in  men,  Uiat  they  dropped  far 
to  leeward  and  ast**m  <ni  the  ctln  r  tack. 

When  the  British  shiijs  in  general  had  got  round,  uutl  were  in 
line  ahead  on  the  starboard  tack,  ^  the  same  as  the  French,  —  ran- 
ging from  rear  to  van  of  the  enemy  (B),  l  iyi  on  signalled  for  the  eight 
leading  ships  to  elose  together,  for  mutual  support,  and  to  engage 
dose.  This,  which  should  have  been  done  ~  not  with  finikin  pxeci- 
sion,  but  witli  military  adequacy  —  before  engaging,  was  less  easy 
now,  in  the  din  of  battle  and  with  crippled  ships.  A  quick-eyed 
suljordinatc.  however,  did  Sfm^'thincf  to  remedy  the  error  of  his  chirf. 
Kear-Admiral  Howh'v  h:id  Ihih  left  (Mmsidirahly  astern,  having  to 
make  up  the  diiituucc  l)etween  the  Citiivoy  and  the  fleet.  As  he  fol- 
lowed the  latter,  he  saw  Barriugton's  lUwe  shiiis  unduly  separatetl, 
Mid  doubdess  visibly  much  mauled.   Instead,  therefore^  of  Ulndly 

^  J  {y  roil 'a  Ittjwrt.    Author's  italics. 

*  *  Naval  Beaeaichtt.'  londmi,  1830.  f.  SS. 
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foUowmg  his  leader,  he  out  straight  acroes  (a  a')  to  the  bead  of  the 
column  to  support  the  van,  — an  act  almost  absolutely  identical  with 
that  whifh  won  N('lf?on  renown  at  C:i]ve  St.  Vincent.  Tn  tliis  he  Wius 
followed  hy  tin-  Monmniithy  64,  tlie  iHilliauuy  of  whose  bearing  wa.s  so 
conspicuous  to  ihe  two  lleets  that  it  is  said  tlie  Frenoli  oflicers  after 
the  battle  toasted  the  little  black  ship.'*  She  and  the  Suffolk^  74, 
Rowley's  flagship,  also  suffered  severely  In  tiiis  gallant  feat 

It  was  imperative  with  Bynm  now  to  keep  his  van  well  up  with 
the  enemy,  lest  he  should  uncover  the  convoy,  broad  on  the  weather 
bow  of  the  two  fleets.  Tlicy  seemed  much  inclined  to  cut  off  the 
cnnvny,  and  liad  it  much  in  their  power  hy  means  of  their  l;iige 
fri<riUes.  independent  of  sliips  of  the  line."  '  On  the  other  hund.  the 
Cortwall,  Grnftoru,  and  Liun.y  tliougii  they  Ljut  their  heads  rcnuid.  could 
not  keep  up  witli  the  fleet  (c'),  and  were  dmppint^  also  to  ieewanl  — 
towards  the  euemy.  At  noon,  or  soon  after,  d'Kstiuug  bore  up  with 
the  body  of  his  force  to  join  some  of  hia  vessels  that  had  fallen  to 
leeward.  Byron  very  properly  —  under  bis  oonditions  of  inferiority 
•—kept  hia  wind;  and  the  separation  of  the  two  fleets,  thus  produced, 
caused  tiring  to  cease  at  1  P,M. 

The  enemies  were  now  ranged  on  parallel  lines,  some  distance 
apart ;  still  on  the  starl)oard  taek,  heading  north-north-wi-st.  l?e(w«'en 
the  two,  hut  far  astem,  the  CoriiwulU  Grafton.,  Lion,  and  a  fotirth 
lirilish  ship,  the  Fame  wt  re  toiling  aloug,  greatly  crippled.  At  3  I».M., 
the  French,  now  iu  good  order,  tacked  togetlier,  wliich  caused  tiieni 
to  head  towards  these  disabled  vessels.  ByrcKi  at  once  imitate  tiie 
movement,  and  tlie  cn  cs  of  all  in  the  two  fleets  anxiously  watched 
the  result.  Captain  Comwallis  of  the  Lionf  measuring  the  situation 
aoeurately,  saw  that,  if  he  continued  ahead,  he  would  be  in  the  midst 
of  the  FVench  by  the  time  he  got  abreast  them.  Having  only  liis 
foreniiist  standing,  he  put  hia  helm  up,  and  stood  broad  off  Ijefoi-e 
the  wind  (c"),  aeros.-^  the  enemy's  1)ow8,  for  Jamaica.  He  wjus  not 
pursued.  The  other  lliree,  nnalile  to  taek  and  afraid  to  \\  ear,  whirh 
wonld  |)nt  tliem  also  in  the  enemy's  power,  stood  on,  juifiiicid  to  >\  ind- 
ward  of  the  latter,  reeeivmg  several  broadsides,  and  so  escapetl  to  the 
northward.  The  Monmouth  was  equally  maltreated ;  in  fact,  slie  had 
not  been  able  to  iack  to  the  southward  with  the  fleet.  Continuing 
north  (&%  she  was  now  much  separated.  D'Estaing  afterwards  re- 
formed his  fleet  on  its  leewaidmost  ship  (BC). 

Byron's  action  off  Grenada  was  the  most  disastrous,  viewed  as  an 

1  Byion's  Bqxnt. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1779.] 


Ur RON'S  Dl^iJiiTEK. 


439 


isolated  event,  that  the  British  Navy  had  encountered  since  Beachy 
Head,  in  1090.  Tliat  the  Cornwull,  Gra/tan,  and  Lion  were  not  cap- 
tun-d  was  due  simply  to  the  strained  and  cautious  inaptitude  of  the 
Fi.  iuh  admiml.  This  Hyron  viitually  adiiiittetl.  "To  my  great 
surpiise  no  sliip  of  tlie  tnemy  was  detache<l  after  the  Lion.  The 
Grafton  and  CurnwuU  might  have  been  weathered  by  the  French,  i£ 
they  bad  kept  their  wind,  .  .  .  but  they  persevered  so  strictly  in  de- 
clining evexy  obiince  of  close  action  that  they  contented  themselves 
with  firing  npon  these  ships  when  passing  htrely  within  gunshot, 
and  sufFerod  them  to  n-join  the  squatlron,  without  one  effort  to  cut 
tliem  off."  Suffren,*  wlto  K^d  tlio  French  on  the  starhoard  tack,  and 
whoso  ship,  the  Fantasfjuc.  1.  lost  '22  killed  and  43  wountled,  wrote  : 
"iliul  ouradmimrs  seaman^liip  i^qualled  his  <'Oiirn^«».  we  \\<mi1(1  ikiI 
have  allowed  four  diiimsi.'ityd  shi[)S  to  escape.  '  That  tlie  .Moamuntk 
and  Fame  could  idso  have  been  secured  is  extremely  prubablo ;  and 
had  Byron,  in  order  to  save  them,  borne  down  to  tenew  the  action, 
the  disaster  might  have  become  a  catastrophe. 

That  nothing  resulted  to  the  French  from  their  great  advantage  is 
a  matter  for  French  naval  history,  not  for  British.  It  is  otherwi.se  as 
regards  the  causes  of  such  a  <,n-avc  (uilamity,  when  twenty  9\n\>s  met 
twenty-f<Mu%' — a  sensible  Imt  not  overwht-lining  su|K'rioritv.  Thesie 
fa«-ts  h;i\  (■  iM'f-n  shown  siilhcit-ntly.  Byron's  disaster  wn.s  tine  to  attark- 
iiiL,'-  witli  iK  t  rllcss  precipitation,  and  in  neerllosH  disonlt  r.  lie  li.nl  tljo 
wcatlier-gagc,  it  was  early  nioriiiug,  and  the  etust  wind,  already  a 

wwking  breeze,  must  firesben  as  the  day  advanced.  The  French  were 
tied  to  their  new  conquest,  which  they  eoold  not  abandon  without 
humiliation,  not  to  speah  of  their  troops  ashore;  but  even  had  tliey 
imbed  to  retix^at,  they  could  not  have  done  so  before  a  general  chase, 
unles.s  prepared  to  sacrifice  their  slower  sliiijs.  If  twenty-four  ships 
could  reconcile  themselves  to  runninjj  from  twenty,  it  w;is  scarcely 
pos-sihle  but  that  the  fastest  of  tlicsi*  would  overtake  llif  slowest  of 
those.  There  were  time  for  fighting,  an  opportunity  for  forcing  actiou 

1  Pitfre  A.  d«  Snffpen  de  S«int  Tropcz,  a  Bailli  of  tbe  Order  of  Knighu  oTMatUu 

Born  172G.  Present  at  twii  naval  actions  befon?  he  was  tu\-nly.  ParliciiKitcl  in 
1750  in  tbo  uttaok  on  Port  Mahon,  aiul  in  17.59  in  tlie  m  tion  otf  Lnjj;o-;.  Ciicf 
d*eacadra  in  1779.  Dispatcbed  to  the  Eitst  lnilic-3.  Fought  a  Diiti-li  s^inailron  in 
th«'  Bay  of  Praya,  nnd  .i  Micf  ts,iiin  of  brillinnt  actions  with  Sir  Kdwaiil  Iln^itios. 
Vi(!«-Achniral,  178.3.   Killwl  in  a  duel,  1788.   One  of  the  greatest  of  French  naval 

rtftir.TS.  — W.  L.  C. 

^  Troiido  aajre  that  one  Frrach  iKivvnty'foar,  having  touched  In  leaving  pott,  waa 
not  in  ibe  engagement. 
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wliich  could  not  Im  evaded,  and  time  alao  for  the  British  to  foim  in 
reusonahle  order. 

It  is  iiin)i»rtiint  to  considt-r  tliis,  Ix-cau-sc,  while  Kepjud  must  Imj 
ujjproved  for  attficking  in  paiiml  dismder,  Byrtui  mutit  be  blaiued  for 
attaeking  in  ntter  disorder.  Kcp|>ei  had  to  snatch  opportunity  from 
an  unwilling  foe.  Having  himself  the  lee-g-age,  he  could  not  pick  and 
choose,  nor  yet  manoeuvre;  yet  he  brought  hia  fleet  into  actiom,  giving 
mutual  8aj»port  throughout  nearly,  if  not  quite,  the  whole  line.  What 
B  yron  did  has  been  set  forth ;  the  sti  tig  Is  that  hia  bungling  tactics  can 
find  no  extenuation  in  any  urgency  of  tlie  case. 

TIic  loss  of  the  two  fleets,  as  given  hy  the  authorities  of  either 
nation,  were :  Uritish,  180  killed,  346  wounded ;  Freiu  li,  killed, 
7oU  wounded.  Of  tlie  British  total,  12G  killed  and  28o  wtamdcd,  or 
two  tlmds,  fell  to  the  two  groups  of  thrct^  ships  each,  which  by  the 
Vie^Admiral*s  mismanagement  were  sncoeasively  exposed  to  be  cut 
up  in  detail  by  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  British  loss 
in  spars  and  sails  in  motive-poww — also  exceeded  greatly  lliat  of 
the  French. 

After  the  action  d'Estaing  returned  quietly  to  Grenada.  Byron 
went  to  St.  Kitts  to  refit;  but  reitiiirs  were  most  diflicult,  owing  to  the 
dearth  of  stores  in  wliii  h  tlie  Admiralty  had  left  the  Weft  Indies. 
With  all  till'  (skill  of  tlie  seamen  of  that  day  in  makiui,' i^uod  damages, 
the  hhips  remained  long  unserviceable,  causing  great  apprehension  for 
the  other  islands.  Tins  state  of  things  d*Estaing  left  unimproved, 
as  he  had  his  advanti^  in  the  battle.  He  did,  indeed,  parade  hb 
superior  force  before  Byron*s  fiestas  it  lay  at  anchor;  but,  beyond 
the  humiliation  naturally  felthy  a  Navy  which  prided  itself  on  mling 
the  sea,  no  further  injury  was  done. 

In  August  Byron  sailed  for  l'jiii;land.  Vice-Admiml  Barrington 
had  already  gone  home,  wounded,  l  lic  station  thei-eforo  was  left  in 
command  of  Ilear-Admiral  Hyde  Parker  (1),  and  s»>  lemained  until 
the  following  March,  when  Admiral  Sir  George  Brj'dges  Kodney, 
K.  B.,  arrived  as  Commander-in-Chief  on  the  Leeward  Islands  Station. 
The  North  American  Statitm  was  given  to  Vice-Admiral  Marriot 
Arbuthnot,  who  had  under  him  a  half-doeen  ships  of  the  line,  with 
headquarters  at  New  York.  Hia  command  was  generally  indepen- 
dent of  Rodney's,  hut  the  latter  had  no  hesitation  in  going  to  New 
York  on  emergency  and  taking  chaige  there ;  in  doing  which  he  had 
the  approval  o{  the  Admiralty. 

The  approach  of  winter  in  1778  had  determined  the  cessation  of 
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oi)eration.s,  both  naval  and  military,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent,  and  liad  led  to  the  transfer  of  5,000  trooi^s  to  the  West 
Indies,  already  noted.  At  the  same  time,  an  unjustifiable  extension 
of  British  effort,  having  regard  to  the  disjKwable  means,  was  midertjiken 
in  the  Southern  States  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  On  the  27th 
of  Novend)er  a  sniall  «letachment  of  troops  under  Tjieutenaut-Cohmel 
Archibald  Campbell,  sailed  from  SiUidy  Hook,  convoyed  by  a  division 


ADMIKAL  MARKIOT  ARBUTIINOT. 
{From  a  lUhograph  by  U.  R.  Cook,  a/ter  the  portrait  &y  liiting.) 


of  frigates  commandiid  by  Captain  Hy<le  Parker  (2),*  in  tlie  Phoenix^ 
44.  It  entered  the  Savannah  Hiver  four  weeks  later,  and  soon  after- 
wards occupied  the  city  of  the  same  name.  Simultiineously  with  this, 
by  Clinton's  orders,  General  Prevost  moved  from  Florida,  then  a 
Briti.sh  colony,  with  all  the  men  he  could  spare  from  tlie  defence  of 
St.  Augustine.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Savannah,  he  took  command  of 
the  whole  force  thus  a.s8eml)led. 

1  Sir  Hyde  Purker,  Kt.  Born,  1739.  Captain,  17fi3.  Rear-Admiral,  1793.  Vice- 
Admiral,  1794.    Admiral,  1799.    Dii-il,  1807.   Nelson's  chief  iil  Copcnbugeti,  in  1801. 
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These  openktioDB,  which  daring  1779  extended  as  for  m  the 
neighbourhood  of  Charleston,  depended  upon  tho  control  of  the 
water,  and  are  a  conspicuous  oxatnplc  of  niiaapplicaiion  of  power  to 
the  point  of  ultiTuate  >*elf-destiiiction.  Tlicy  wuro  in  1778-79  essen- 
tially of  a  niiiio)'  i  haiiirter,  esixcially  llie  maritime  part,  and  will 
theu^fore  l>e  (lismissfd  wiih  ihe  reuiaik  tliat  the  Xavy.  l»y  .small  ves- 
sels, accompauied  every  movement  in  a  comiUy  t:ut  up  in  all  direc- 
tions bj  water-courees,  large  and  small.  '*The  defence  of  this 
province)**  wrote  Parker,  ^^mw^t  greatly  depend  on  the  naval  force 
upon  the  different  inland  ereekfl.  I  am  dierefore  forming  some  gal> 
leys  covered  from  musketry,  which  I  believe  will  have  a  good  effect,** 
These  were  precursors  of  the  **tin:«lads  '*  of  tlie  American  Civil  War» 
a  century  later.  Not  even  an  armoured  slup  is  a  new  thing  under 
the  sun. 

In  the  Southern  States,  i'lDitt  rJof>rijia  to  Vin^iuia,  the  part  of  the 
Navy  from  fii-st  to  last  wtis  subsidiary,  llinugli  inipurtant.  It  Ls  there- 
fore unnecessary  to  go  into  det^iils,  huL  most  necessary  to  note  that 
here,  by  misdirection  of  effort  and  abuse  of  means,  was  initiated  the 
£iital  movement  which  henceforth  divided  the  small  British  army  in 
North  America  into  two  sections,  wholly  out  of  mutual  support. 
Here  was  reprodnced  on  a  larger,  and  Uicrefore  more 
Howe*S  error  of  1777.  This  led  tlirectly,  by  the  inevitable  logic  of 
a  false  position,  to  Coniwallis's  march  through  North  C^iroliiiii 
into  \'irg^inia.  tcj  Yorktown  in  1781,  and  to  tlie  siii^nial  demonstra- 
tion of  si-a  power  off  Chesapeake  B.iy,  whiiili  accomplished  with  a 
crash  the  iii«ki>eudcnce  of  the  United  States.  No  liostile  strategist 
could  liave  severed  the  British  army  more  hopelessly  tlian  did 
the  British  government;  no  fate  could  have  been  more  inexorable 
than  was  its  own  perverse  will.  The  personal  alienation  and 
official  quarrel  between  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Lord  Comwallis, 
their  divided  counsels  and  divergent  action,  w(;ro  hut  the  natotsl 
resulti  and  the  reflection,  of  a  situation  essentially  self-contradietoiy 
and  exasijcrating. 

As  the  hurricane  season  of  1779  advanced,  d'Ksuiing,  who  had 
tirders  to  bring  Invk  to  Fnmce  the  slii|)8  of  the  line  with  whicli  he 
had  sailed  from  TduIou  in  1778,  resolved  to  go  fii-st  \\i*m  the  Ameri- 
can coast,  off  South  Carolina  or  Georgia.  Arriving  with  his  whole 
fleet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah,  August  Slst,  he  decided  to 
attempt  to  wrest  the  cify  of  Savannah  from  the  British.  This  would 
have  been  of  real  service  to  the  latter,  had  it  nipped  in  the  bud 
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their  ex-CWitrio  undertaking ;  but,  after  three  weeks  of  opened  trenches* 
an  aasault  ui)on  the  place  fiiiled.  D'Estaing  tlien  sailed  for  Europe 
with  the  shifja  designatcl  to  accompiui}-  liiiiu  the  others  retuniincf  to 
tlie  West  Indies  in  t\vo  miuiidioiis,  under  Do  Graswo  and  La  .Motu- 
i'ic(iuet.  Though  fruitless  in  its  main  object,  tliis  enteipri^su  of 
d'Estauig  liad  the  important  imiirect  effect  of  causing  the  Britisli  to 
abandon  NaiTagansett  Bay.  Uprai  the  news  of  his  ax>peai-ance,  Sir 
Heiixy  Clinton  had  felt  that)  with  his  greatly  diminished  army,  he 
oould  not  hold  both  Rhode  Island  and  Nev  York.  He  therefore 
ordered  the  evacuation  of  the  fonner,  thus  surrendering,  to  use  again 
Rodney's  woids,  "the  best  and  noblest  harlMiur  in  America.**  The 
following  summer  it  was  occupietl  in  force  by  the  French. 

D'Estaing  •was  sncreeded  in  tho  vh'wi  cnnnnaiul,  in  the  West 
Indies  and  Nortli  Amc'ii(_a,  b}'  Kear-Ailinii;il  d.-  (inichun,^  wlio  ar- 
rived on  the  station  in  March,  1780,  almost  at  tlie  sume  moment  as 
Rodney. 

In  June*  1779,  the  maritime  situation  of  Great  Britain  had  be- 
come  much  more  serious  by  Spain's  declaring  war.  At  tiie  same 
moment  that  d'Estaing  with  twenty^five  ships  of  tiie  line  had  con* 
fronted  Byron's  twenty-one,. the  Channel  fleet  of  forty  sail  bad  seen 
gathering  against  it  a  liost  of  sizty-aix.  Of  this  great  number  thirty- 
six  wero  Spanish. 

The  open  declaration  of  Spain  had  iKsen  prect  di  'l  In-  a  slh  ixt  alli- 
ance with  Franco,  signtd  un  tlie  12th  of  April.  Fearing  tluit  the 
British  government  would  tiike  betimes  the  reasonable  and  proper 
Step  of  bloclcading  the  Brest  fleet  of  thirty  with  the  Channel  forty, 
thus  assuming  a  cmtnl  position  with  reference  to  its  enemies  and 
anticipating  the  policy  of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  the  French  Ministry 
hurried  its  ships  to  sea  on  the  4tb  of  Tune;  Admiral  d*Orvilliers, 
Keppel's  of^KUientt  still  in  command.  His  ordci-s  were  to  cruise  off 
the  island  of  Cizarga,  where  (be  Siianiards  wen*  (<>  joiti.  (^n  tb(^ 
11th  he  was  nt  his  station,  l»ut  not  till  tlu;  23rd  of  Juiy  did  the  bulk 
of  the  Sj)musli  force  a|»[ii'ar.  During  this  time,  Ibe  Fi-ench,  insulli- 
cieutly  equipped  froni  the  lu^st,  owing  to  the  luiste  of  tlieir  tlt:j»,ijture, 
were  consuming  provisions  and  water,  not  to  speak  of  wasting  pleas- 
ant summer  weather.   Their  sliitxs  aUo  were  ravaged  by  an  epidemic 

*  Louis  Urbain  lie  Bjin-  nk,  CoHito  <le  OuicliL"!!.    V-n-A,  Knti tmI  the  novy, 

1730.  Commanded  the  lUuttrc  with  .hucc<»s  in  North  America  in  17i>»i.  Second  iu 
oonuoaod  in  the  action  off  Usbant  in  1 778.  Thrioo  fongtit  Bodnejr  in  the  "Wert  Indies 
in  178a  Fought  Kempealdt  off  the  Axons  in  1781.  Died,  1790.— W.  L.  a 
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fever.  Ui>on  the  junction,  d'Orvilliers  found  that  the  SiMiniartls  had 
not  been  furnlsljed  witli  the  French  .system  of  .signals,  although  by 
the  treaty  the  French  admiral  wua  to  be  in  chief  couunand.  The 
rectification  of  tliis  oversight  caused  further  delay,  but  on  the  11th 
of  August  the  combined  fleet  sighted  Ushant,  and  on  the  14th  was 
off  the  Lizard.  On  the  16th  it  appeared  before  Plymouth,  and  there 
on  the  17th  captuix'd  t5ie  Ardent^  G4,  Captain  I'liiJip  Boteler. 


ADMIRAL  8IK  CIIAKLEB  HAKDY  (2),  KT, 
{From  Iht  lithograph  by  II.  R.  Cook,  qfttr  Iheporlrail  by  G.  Romiirj/.) 


Thirty-five  ships  of  the  Channel  fleet  liad  gone  to  sea  on  the 
IGth  of  June,  and  were  now  cruising  outside,  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Hardy  (2).^    His  station  wa»  from  ten  to 

>  Aihiiinil  Pir  CliurlfS  Iliinly  (2),  Kt.  S«m  of  Vicc-Aihniral  Sir  Charles  Hanly 
(1),  who  died  in  1744.  Ik>rn  ulHUit  171(5.  Enlervd  the  Xnvy,  1731.  Lieutenant, 
1737.  Commander,  1741.  Cnjitain,  1741.  Knighted,  nnd  Governor  of  New  York, 
175.5.  Reai^Admiral,  175(5.  Employed  under  B<j8ca\ven  and  Ilaw-ke.  Vice-Admiml, 
1762.  Admiral,  1770.  Govern()r  of  (In'cnwich  llosjiital,  1771.  Cumnuuider-in- 
Cbi.!f  iji  the  Chauuel,  17/9.    Died,  17H0.  —  W.  L.  C. 
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twenty  leagues  soufch-west  of  Sfilly ;  consequently  he  had  not  been 
seen  by  tlie  enemy,  who  from  Ushant  hml  stood  up  the  Channel. 
The  allies,  however,  now  nearly  flouble  the  nmiil»prs  rif  {\m  British, 
were  Ix  tween  tlu'iu  and  tlieir  ports, — a  serious  aiiuiitiuu  doubtless, 
but  by  no  means  desperate ;  not  so  dangerouH  for  sailing  ships  as  it 
probably  will  be  for  steamers  to  bare  an  enemy  between  ihem  and 
tiietr  coal. 

The  alarm  in  England  was  very  greats  and  especially  in  tlie  south. 
On  the  ddi  of  July  a  royal  proclamation  had  commanded  all  horses 

and  cattle  to  he  driven  from  the  coasts,  in  case  of  invasion.  Booms 
had  been  placed  across  the  entrance  to  Plymouth  HarlM)ur,  and  orders 
were  sent  from  the  Adminilty  to  sink  vessels  u(  ross  tlic  liarbonr's 
nioutli.  Many  who  the  means  withdrew  into  the  interior,  which 
increased  the  piinic.  (imit  merchant  fleets  were  then  on  the  sea, 
homcwaid  hound.  If  d'Orvilliets*  were  gone  to  cruise  in  the  ap- 
inraaches  to  the  Channel,  instead  of  to  (be  Spanish  coast,  these  might 
be  taken ;  and  for  some  time  his  whereabonts  were  unknown.  As  it 
was,  the  Jamaica  convoy,  over  two  hundred  sail,  got  in  a  few  days 
before  the  allies  appeared,  and  the  Leeward  Islands  fleet  had  similar 
good  fortune.  Eight  homewaixl  Ixtund  East  Indianien  were  less 
lurk}',  hut,  Ix'inj^^  warned  of  their  danger,  took  refiigi'  in  the  Sliannon, 
and  thei-e  remained  till  tlu'  trouble  blew  over.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  stock  market  stood  lirm.  Nevertheless,  it  was  justly  felt  tliat 
such  a  state  of  things  as  a  vastly  superior  hostile  fleet  ia  tlic  Clionnel 
should,  not  have  been.  What  a  humiliating  state  is  our  country 
reduced  to!"  wrote  Jervis,  who  was  mth  the  fleet,  to  his  sister i  but 
he  added  that  he  laughed  at  the  idea  of  invasion. 

The  French  had  placed  a  force  of  lift}-  thousand  men  at  Le  Havre 
and  St.  Malo,  and  collrctrd  four  hundred  vessels  for  tlieir  transpcnt. 
Tlieir  phnis  were  not  (  ritainly  know  ti,  but  enouj^li  had  transjiired  to 
cause  reasonable  anxiety  ;  and  tlu;  crisis,  on  its  fac«',  was  very  serious. 
Not  their  own  prepariuiuii."?,  but  L\iv  jjif  llit-icuLy  ol"  their  enemies,  in 
counsel  and  in  prepii ration,  saved  the  British  IshuuLs  from  invasion. 
What  the  results  of  this  would  have  been  is  another  question, — a 
question  of  land  warfare.  The  original  scheme  of  tlie  French  Min^ 
istry  was  to  sei^e  the  Isle  of  Wight,  securing  Spithead  as  an  anchor* 
age  for  the  fleet,  and  to  prosecute  their  enterprise  from  this  near  and 
reasonahl}'  secure  base.  Referring  U)  this  iii-st  project,  d'Orvillicrs 
WTote:  "We  will  seek  the  enemy  at  St.  Ilcltn's,  and  then,  if  I  find 
that  roadstead  unoccupied,  or  make  myself  master  of  it,  1  will  send 
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worrl  to  Mftrahiil  De  Vanx,  at  Li'  Havre,  and  inform  him  of  tLc 
measures  I  will  take  Ui  insure  hin  pas>a;j;L',  whicli  [measures]  will 
depend  upon  the  pobilion  of  tlie  KnL,^lisli  main  tleet  [U^JiJt-ndi'ont 
des  forces  supdrieures  des  AngUiisj.  That  is  to  say,  I  myself  will 
lead  the  csomUiied  fleet  on  tiiat  side,  to  eontoin  Hie  enemy,  and 
I  will  send,  on  the  other  side,  a  light  aqnadion,  vith  a  sufficient 
number  of  ahipK  of  the  line  and  frigates ;  or  I  will  propose  to  M.  de 
Cordava  to  take  this  latter  station,  in  order  that  the  passage  of  the 
army  may  l)e  free  and  .sure.  I  assume  that- then,  cither  by  the 
engagement  I  shall  have  fouglit  with  the  enemy,  or  hy  their  retreat 
into  (hrir  porta,  I  shall  be  certain  of  their  situation  and  of  the  success 
of  tlie  (i[H  ration." ^  It  will  be  ol)Horvt  (l  tliat  d'Orvilliers,  accounted 
then  and  now  one  of  the  best  olhcei-s  of  iiis  day  in  the  French  nav}*, 
takes  here  into  full  account  the  British  fleet  in  being."  ^  The  main 
body  of  the  allies,  fifty  ships,  was  to  hold  this  in  ched^  while  a 
smidler  force — Cordova  had  command  of  a  special  "squadron  of 
ofaaervatiion,'*  of  sixteen  ships  of  the  line  —  was  to  convoy  the 
crossing. 

These  projects  all  fell  to  pieces  before  a  strong  east  wind,  and  a 
change  of  mind  in  the  Fit'ticb  i^mernment.  On  the  lOtli  of  August, 
Ixjfore  Plymnuih,  d'Orvilliei's  was  notified  that  not  the  Isle  of 
Wir^lit.  but  the  cosist  of  Cornwall,  near  Falmouth,  was  to  be  the  scene 
o£  landing.  Tlie  effect  of  this  was  to  deprive  tlic  huge  fleet  of  any 
anchorage, — a  resource  necessaiy  even  to  steamers,  and  far  moiie 
to  sailing  vessels  aiming  to  remain  in  a  position.  As  a  point  to 
b^n  shore  opeiattons,  too,  as  well  as  to  sustain  them,  such  a  remote 
coiner  of  the  country  to  be  invaded  was  absurd.  D^Orvilliers  duly 
represented  all  this^  but  could  not  stay  where  be  was  long  enough  to 
get  a  reply.  An  easterly  gale  came  on,  which  Mew  haixl  for  several 
days  and  drove  the  allies  out  of  the  C^liannel.  On  tlie  2;>thof  August 
word  was  recei veil  that  the  Jtritihli  fleet  was  near  Srilly.  A  council 
of  war  was  then  held,  which  deci«led  lliat,  iu  view  of  the  terrible 
increase  of  disease  in  the  shipping,  and  of  the  shortness  of  provisionst 
it  was  expedient  not  to  re-enter  the  Channel,  but  to  seek  the  enemy, 
and  bring  him  to  battle.  This  was  done*  On  the  29th  Hardy  was 
sighted,  being  then  on  his  return  up  Channel.  WiUi  the  disparity 
of  force  he  could  not  but  avoid  action,  and  the  allies  were  unable  to 

1  Chevalier, '  Mnrim  Fmavuie.' 1778.  p.  16».  Anthm^  itaUct. 
s  But  it  was  nut  uierdy  a  fleet  ia  Utog."  It  was  aho^  in  all  eentes,  a  potential 
fleet**— W.L.  C. 
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oompel  it.  On  the  Sid  of  September  he  reached  Spitbead.  D'0> 
viUiere  soon  afterwards  received  orden  to  return  to  Brest,  and  on 
the  14tb  the  combined  fleet  anchored  there. 

The  criticism  to  be  jKissed  on  the  conduct  of  this  suninier  cam- 
paign ])y  llii'  I'ritisli  Ministry  is  twofold.  In  the  first  place,  it  was 
not  ready,  according  to  ihu  ri  ;isoi);il)lc  sUiudard  of  the  d;iy,  wliioh 
recognised  in  the  prokible  co-o]»(  r,itiuii  i>f  the  two  liouibou  king- 
doms, France  and  Spain,  the  niea8ure  of  liic  minimum  naval  force 
pennuBible  to  Great  Britain.  Secondly,  the  entrance  of  Spain  into  the 
war  hien  foreseen  months  before.  For  the  inferior  force,  therefore, 
it  was  esaential  to  prevent  a  junction, — to  take  an  interior  position. 
The  Channel  fleet  ought  to  have  been  off  Brest  before  the  French 
sailed.  After  tliey  were  gone,  there  was  still  fair  ground  for*tlie 
contention  of  the  Opposition,  that  they  shouM  have  been  followed, 
and  attacked,  off  the  coast  of  Spain.  During  the  six  weeks  they 
waited  there,  they  were  inferior  to  Hardy's  force.  Allow  hull'  here 
must  be  mailc  however,  for  the  inability  of  a  represenialivu  guveiu- 
ment  to  disregard  popular  outcry,  and  uncover  the  main  approach  to 
its  own  ports.  TMb,  indeed,  does  but  magnify  the  error  made  in  not 
watching  Brest  betimes,  for  a  fleet  before  Brest  covered  also  tiie 
ChanneL 

With  regard  to  the  objects  of  the  war  in  which  they  had  become 

partnei-s,  the  views  of  France  and  Spain  accorded  in  but  one  point,  — 
the  di  sirability  of  injuring  Great  Hritain.  Each  had  own  special 
aim  for  its  own  advantntjo.  This  necessarily  introduced  divergence 
o£  elioil;  hut  France,  li.iving  first  embarked  in  the  contt.*.sL  and  then 
sought  the  aid  of  an  ally,  thu  ^mrticular  objects  of  the  latter  naturally 
obtained  from  the  beginning  a  certain  precedence.  Until  near  the 
close  of  the  war,  it  may  he  said  tiiat  the  chief  ambitions  of  France 
were  in  the  West  Indies;  those  of  Spain,  in  Europe,  — to  regain 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar. 

In  this  way  Gibraltar  became  a  leading  factor  in  the  contest,  and 
affec  ted,  directly  or  indii"ectly.  the  major  opemtions  throughout  the 
worlil,  by  the  amount  of  force  absorlwHl  in  attacking  and  preserving 
it  After  the  futile  eltort  in  the  ChaTiiiol.  in  1779,  S])ain  recalled 
her  vessels  from  Brest.  "The  project  of  a  descent  upon  England 
was  ahendoned  prov^natty.  To  blockade  Gibraltar,  to  have  in 
Anmica  and  Asia  force  sufficient  to  hold  the  British  in  check, 
and  to  take  the  offensive  in  the  West  Indies,  — such,*'  wrote  the 
F^nch  government  to  its  ambassador  in  Madrid,   was  the  plan  of 
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campaign  adopted  for  1780."  Immediately  upon  the  declai-atlon  of 
war,  intercourse  between  Gibraltar  und  the  Spanish  mainland  was 
stopped  ;  and  soon  afterwards  a  blockdde  i>y  sea  was  instituted, 
iiftecn  cruisers  lH'in<T  stationed  at  the  eutrtiiiee  o£  the  Bay,  where 
they  seized  and  sent  into  Spanisli  ports  all  vessels,  neutral  or  P.ritish, 
bound  to  the  Kuuk.  ihia  blockade  waei  etleetively  supported  from 
Cadis,  bat}  a  Spaniah  foioe  erf  some  ships  of  the  lliM  and  many  amaU 
Teasela  alao  maintained  it  more  directly  from  Algeciras,  on  the  opposite 
aide  of  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.  The  Britaah  Mediterranean  aqnadron, 
then  consisting  only  of  one  60^n  ship,  three  fijgates,  and  a  sloop, 
was  wholly  unable  to  afford  relief.  At  the  close  of  the  year  17791, 
flour  was  fourteen  guineas  the  barrel,  and  other  provisions  in  projKir- 
tio(!."  11  bccmie  therefore  imminently  necessaiy  t'"'  fhrow  in  supplies 
of  all  kindii,  aa  well  as  to  reinforce  the  garrison.  To  this  service 
Rodney  was  assigned  ;  and  with  it  he  began  the  brilliant  career,  the 
chief  scene  of  which  was  to  be  in  the  West  Indies. 

Rodney  was  appointed  to  command  the  Leeward  Islands  Station 
on  the  lat  of  October,  1779.  He  was  to  be  accompanied  tbere  immo' 
diately  by  only  fonr  or  five  ships  of  the  line;  but  advantage  was 
taken  of  his  sailing,  to  place  under  the  charge  of  an  ofTicer  of  his 
approved  reputation  a  great  force,  coniiioscd  of  his  small  division 
and  a  lart^o  fraction  of  the  Channel  fleet,  to  convoy  supplies  and 
reinforceaients  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.  On  the  29tii  of  Decendjer 
the  whole  Ixxly,  after  many  delays  in  cjettiiig  down  Channei,  put  to 
sea  from  Plymouth :  twenty-two  ships  of  the  line,  fourteen  frigates 
and  smaller  vetssels,  besides  a  huge  collection  of  storeships,  victuallers, 
ordnance  vessels,  troop-ships,  and  merchantmen,  —  the  trade  **  for 
the  West  Indies  and  Portugal 

On  the  7th  of  Jannaiy,  a  hundred  leagues  west  of  Finiatene, 
the  West  India  ships  parted,  under  convoy  r)f  a  ship  of  the  line  and 
three  frigates.  At  daylight  on  the  8th,  twenty-two  sail  were  seen  to 
the  north-ea.st.  the  squadron  apparently  having-  ]>a8sed  them  in  the 
niijfht.  Cliase  w  a.s  at  unee  pfiven,  and  the  whole  weiv  taken  in  a  few 
hours.  Seven'  were  shi]is  of  wan  chiefly  f  rigjites  ;  the  remainder 
mercliaut  vessels,  laden  wiih  naval  st<ires  and  provisions  for  the 
Spanish  fleet  at  Cadiz.  The  provision  ships,  twelve  in  number,  were 
diverted  at  once  to  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  under  charge  of  the  Span- 

1  Guipmcoana,  G4  (addetl  Ui  the  Royal  Navy  as  /Vince  H'illMm) ;  Han  C<arlot, 
9S;  Eon  Ba/ad,  30 ;  San  Bruno,  26;  Sania  Tenuis  24;  San  Femi>h  16;  Sam  Vinetnte, 
14.  StMl's*  Navy  List*:  Beat80D,Ti.  333.— W.  L.  C. 
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ish  sixty'four,  whicli  h.u\  been  one  of  their  rouvoy  before  capture, 
and  had  now  received  a  British  crew.  Continuing  on,  intclligonco 
was  receivpfl  from  tiinr  tn  tinn-  hy  imsfing  vessels  that  a  Spanish 
sqniidruii  was  i misiag  otV  C'ii[)e  St.  X'iiieent.  Thiui  f<»rewurni"il,  ordei's 
were  given  \n  all  captains  to  be  pn^pared  for  battle  as  tlie  Cajie  wiw 
ucared.  On  the  IGth  it  was  passed,  and  at  1  r.M.  sails  in  the  soutl>- 
east  were  signalled.  Theee  were  a  Spanish  squadron  of  eleven  ships 
of  the  line,  and  two  26-gan  fr^tes.  Rodney  at  once  bore  down  for 
them  under  a  press  of  canyas,  making  signal  for  the  line  alnesst. 
Seeing,  however,  that  the  enenn-  was  trying  to  form  line  of  battle 
on  the  starboard  tack,  which  with  a  westerly  wind  was  with  heads  to 
the  southward,  towaixls  Cailiz,  a  luindred  miles  to  the  south-east,  he 
clianged  the  nrd<'rs  to  a  "  General  (^ha>5(\"  the  sliij>s  to  engage  as 
they  came  up:  "  lo  leeward,"  so  as  to  get  Ijetween  the  enemy  and 
his  post,  and  "  in  rotation,"  by  which  probably  was  meant  that  tlie 
leading  British  vessel  sirauld  attack  the  stemmost  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  that  her  foUowets  should  pass  her  to  leeward,  successively  en- 
gaging from  the  enemy's  tear  towards  the  van. 

At  4  P.H.  the  signal  for  battle  was  made^  and  a  few  minutes 
later  the  four  hea(hnost  of  the  ptti-suere  got  into  action.  At  4.40 
one  of  the  Spanish  sliips,  the  S'tmto  Domimjo^  7^^,  blew  up  with  al!  on 
boani,  and  at  H  another  struck.  By  tin's  hnnr,  it  being  January, 
darkness  had  set  in.  A  night  action  tiieii  tnre  followed,  wliich 
lasted  until  2  a.m.,  when  the  headmost  of  the  enemy  surrendered, 
and  all  firing  ceased.  Of  the  eleven  hostile  ships  of  the  line,  only 
four  escaped.  Besides  the  one  blown  up,  six  were  token.  These 
were  the  Finix^  80,  flag  of  the  Spanish  Admiral,  Don  Juan  de  Lon- 
gaia,  the  Mimar&ii  70,  the  /VinevM,  70,  the  DUigente,  70,  the  San 
•Tttlian,  70,  and  the  San  Eufjenioy  70,  The  two  latter  drove  a.shore 
and  were  lost.'  The  remaining  four  were  brought  into  Gibraltar, 
and  were  ultimately  added  to  the  Navy.  All  retained  their  old 
name*!,  save  the  Faiii;  which  wiis  re-named  GihralUir.  "The 
weather  during  the  night,"  by  Ho(biey's  rei>ort,  *'  was  at  times  very 
tempestuous,  with  a  great  sea.  It  continued  very  bad  weather  the 
next  day,  when  the  Royal  George^  100,  Prince  George^  90,  Sftndudehi 
90  (Rodney*s  flagship),  and  several  other  ships  were  in  great  danger, 
and  under  the  necessity  of  making  sail  to  avoid  the  shoals  of  San 
Lucar,  nor  did  they  get  into  deep  water  till  the  next  morning." 

>  Rodney**  Heport  Chevdior  a«y«  that  one  of  them  was  xetaken  bgr  ber  ctew 

md  carried  into  Ca«liz. 
vol..  ni.— 29 
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It  was  in  this  danger  from  a  lee  slinre,  whkli  was  deliberately 
though  promptly  ineurretl,  that  the  tlisliiu  tioii  of  this  action  of 
Ho(lnej''s  consists.  The  eaeuiy's  ht^UiKlrou,  beiuuf  only  eleven  ships 
oi  Uie  line,  was  hut  half  the  forr<»  of  the  Thitish,  and  it  was  ukvn 
by  suiprise ;  which,  to  be  sure,  in  no  excuse  for  a  body  of  war«lups 
in  war-tiine.  Caught  unawares,  tlie  Spaniatds-  took  to  flight  too 
late.  It  was  Rodney^a  merits  and  no  slight  one  under  the  conditioiia 
of  weatiier  and  navigation,  that  they  were  not  permitted  to  retrieve 
Hieir  mistake.  His  action  left  nothing  to  be  desired  in  resolution 
or  readiness.  It  is  true  that  Kodney  diacusaed  the  matter  with  his 
flag-captain,  Walter  Young,  and  that  rumour  attributed  the  merit 
of  the  decision  to  the  latter;  but  tliis  sort  of  detrartion  is  of  too 
common  occurrence  to  affect  opinion.  Sir  Gilbert  Biane,  Physician 
to  the  Fleet,  gives  the  following  account :  When  it  was  close 
upon  sunset,  it  became  a  question  whether  the  chase  should  be  cou- 
tinned.  After  some  diacussbn  between  the  Adnuxal  and  Captain* 
at  which  I  was  piesenti  the  Admiral  being  confined  with  the  gout, 
it  was  decided  to  persist  in  the  same  conrae,  with  the  signal  to 
engage  to  leeward.*'  Rodney  at  that  time  was  nearly  sixty^two, 
and  a  constant  martyr  to  gout  iu  both  feet  and  hands. 

Tht'  two  successes  hy  tlie  way  imparte  d  a  slightl}'  (ri'.imphal 
character  to  the  welcome  of  the  A(huiml  by  the  tfarrison,  then  sorely 
in  need  of  some  goixl  news.  The  arrival  of  iinich-needed  supplies 
from  home  wiis  itself  a  mailer  of  rejoicing  ;  but  ii  was  more  inspirit- 
ing still  to  see  following  in  the  train  of  the  friendly  fleet  five  iKwtUe 
ahips  of  the  line,  one  of  them  bearing  the  flag  of  a  Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  to  hear  that,  besides  these,  three  more  had  been  sunk  or 
destroyed.  The  exultation  in  England  was  even  greater,  and  es- 
pecially at  the  Admii-alty,  which  was  labouring  under  the  just 
indignation  of  the  people  for  the  unpreparedness  of  the  Navj-. 
'*  Yon  have  taken  more  line-of-battle  ships."  wrote  the  Firet  Lord 
to  liocUiey,  "  tlian  had  been  captured  in  any  one  action  in  either  of 
the  two  hist  preceding  wars." 

It  should  be  remembered,  too,  as  an  element  in  the  triumph,  that 
this  advantage  over  an  exposed  detachment  had  been  snatched,  as 
it  were,  in  the  teeth  of  a  main  fleet  superior  to  Rodney's  own ;  for 
twenty  Spanish  and  four  French  ships  of  tiie  line,  under  Admiral  de 
Cordova,  were  lyin^  then  in  Cadiz  Bay.  During  the  eighteen  days 
when  tlu!  British  remained  in  and  near  the  Straits,  no  attempt  was 
made  by  Cordova  to  take  revenge  for  the  disaster,  or  to  reap  the 
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l)enefit  of  snpi'iior  force.  The  inaction  was  fine,  prolxthly,  to  the 
poor  condition  of  the  Spanish  ships  in  point  ol  .  tlii  it  noy  nnfl  fM|ui|»- 
iiKiit,  and  largfely  t<>  their  liaving  uncoppercd  IwttouL?.  Tliis  ele- 
ment of  inferiority  in  I  lie  Spanish  navy  should  be  kept  in  mind  as 
a  faetar  in  the  general  war,  althougli  Spanish  fleets  did  not  come 
much  into  hattie.  A  Fieneb  Commodore,  then  with  the  Spanish 
fleet  in  Ferrol,  wrote  as  follows :  Their  ships  all  sail  so  badly  that 
they  can  neither  overtiike  an  enemy  nor  escape  from  one.  The 
GlorUux  IB  a  bad  sailer  in  the  French  navy,  but  better  than  the 
best  amon^  tlie  Spaniards."  He  adds:  ^'Thc  vps>c!h  of  Lanfjam's 
■squadron  were  sui*pri.sed  at  innncnsi'  distann'S  nut'  troni  tlie  «»tlj«'i-. 
Tlius  they  always  sail,  and  their  negligence  and  security  on  this 
point  are  incredible." 

On  appivaching  Gibraltar,  the  continuance  of  bad  weather,  and 
tiie  stoong  easterly  cuirent  of  the  Straits,  set  many  of  Rodney's 
ships  and  convoy  to  leeward,  to  the  back  of  the  Rock,  and  it  was 
not  till  the  26th  that  the  flagship  hetself  anchored.  Tlie  storeships 
for  Minorc^a  were  sent  on  at  once,  under  charge  of  three  coppered 
shijis  of  tile  line.  The  practice  of  coppering,  though  then  fully 
adopted,  had  not  yet  extended  to  all  vessels.  an  elctnent  of 
speed,  it  was  an  inijM>rlant  factor  on  an  iK  rasion  like  this,  wlu  n 
time  pressed  to  get  to  the  West  Indies ;  as  it  also  wsis  in  an  engage- 
ment. The  action  on  the  16th  had  been  opened  by  the  coppered 
ahipe  of  the  line,  which  first  overtook  the  retreating  enemy  and 
brought  his  rear  to  battle.  In  the  Flrench  navy  at  the  time,  Suffi«n 
was  uiging  the  adoption  upon  an  appatently  reluctant  Minister. 
It  would  seem  to  have  Ijeen  ninre  ijeneral  among  the  T^i  iti<h,  going 
far  to  compensate  for  the  otherwise  inferior  (lualities  of  tlieir  whips. 
'•The  Spanish  men-of-war  we  hav*'  taken. "  wrote  liodney  to  l)is 
wife  cnn»^erning  the«<('  prizes, ''air  niiu  li  supi  lior  to  onrs."  It  may 
IxJ  remcml)ered  thai  Nelson,  thirteen  ytui!>  later,  said  the  same. 

perceive  you  ciy  out  loudly  for  copjKjred  ships,"  wrote  tlie  First 
Lord  to  Rodn^  after  this  action ;  and  I  am  therefore  determined 
to  stop  your  mouth.  You  shall  have  copper  enough." 

Upon  the  return  of  the  ships  from  Minorca,  Rodney  put  to  sea 
again  on  the  18th  of  February,  for  tlie  West  Indies.  The  detich- 
ment  from  the  Channel  fleet  acci)m{>anied  him  three  diiys'  .sail  on  his 
way,  and  then  pnited  for  England  with  the  prizes.  On  this  return 
voyai^c  it  f.  ll  in  willi  fifteen  French  supply  vi'.sscls.  ronvoj-ed  by  two 
«ixty-fours,  bound  for  the  lie  de  Frimce,  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  One 
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of  the  BhipB  of  war,  the  ProUej  and  tbree  of  the  storeships  were  taken. 
Though  trivial,  the  incident  illuatrates  the  effect  of  operotionB  in 
Europe  upon  in  India.  It  may  be  mentioned  here  ns  indicative 
of  the  government's  dilemmas,  that  Uodney  was  censured  for  hav- 
ing left  one  ship  of  the  lino  at  th(»  Mack.  Tt  lins  triven  ns  the 
trntihlp  ttml  n'.sZ"  of  sending  a  frigiite  on  puipdsf  Ut  order  her  iinnie 
imjuetliately ;  and  if  you  will  look  into  yoiu original  instruc  tions,  3 on 
will  find  that  there  was  no  point  more  stixiugly  guarded  against  than 
tlmt  of  your  leaving  any  line-of-battle  ship  behind  yon."  These 
words  clearly  show  the  exigency  and  peril  of  the  general  situation, 
owing  to  the  inadequate  development  of  the  naval  force  as  compared 
with  its  foes.  Such  nolated  ships  ran  the  gauntlet  of  the  fleets  flank- 
ing their  routes  in  Cadiz,  Ferrol,  and  lirest. 

When  Rodney  arrived  at  St.  Lucia  with  his  four  ships  of  the  line, 
on  the  27th  of  MiU-eh,  he  found  flu're  a  force  of  sixteen  others,  com- 
posed in  alxmt  ('qii;il  i)r(H>ortion.s  nf  ships  thnt  b:ul  left  Ent^^land  with 
Byron  in  the  suiuiuer  of  1778,  ami  oi  a  reinforcement  brought  by 
Rear-Adminil  Itowley  iii  the  spring  of  1779. 

During  the  tempoiaiy  command  of  Rear-Admiral  Hyde  Paiker, 
a  smart  affoir  had  ts^en  place  between  a  detachment  of  the  squadron 
and  one  from  the  French  division,  under  La  Motte-Picquet,  then 
lying  in  Fort  Koyal. 

On  tlie  18th  <>f  December,  1779,  Ijetwt  en  8  and  9  A.M.,  the  British 
lof)k-out  ship,  the  PreMoiu  '>'^.  Ix-tAvcon  Martinitjue  and  St.  Lucia, 
made  sicfnal  for  a  fleet  t<>  wiiKiward,  whi.  h  proved  to  Ix?  a  body  of 
Fn>nch  s up pily  ships,  tweuly^ix  in  numhcr.  vnuler  lmhivov  of  a  frierate. 
Both  the  British  and  the  French  squatlrons  were  in  <lisarray,  sails 
unbent,  ships  on  the  heel  or  [mrtially  disarmed,  crews  ashore  for 
wood  and  water.  lu  both,  signals  flew  at  once  for  certain  ships  to 
get  under  way,  and  in  both  the  orders  were  executed  wiUi  a  rapidity 
gratifying  to  the  two  commanders,  who  also  went  out  in  person. 
The  British,  howev(  r,  wnc  nutside  fn-st,  with  five  sail  of  the  line 
ni!'1  1  50-gun  ship.  Nine  of  the  merchant  vessels  were  captured 
by  Iht  in,  and  four  forred  lushore.  The  Frern  h  IN  ar- Admiral  had 
by  tlii'i  time  ^nt  out  of  Fort  Royal  with  three  ships  of  the  line, —  the 
AiiiuiHii,  ~i4,  Vcngcur,  64,  and  liijiichu  64,  —  and,  Unng  to  windwanl, 
coveix'd  the  entrance  of  the  itjmainder  of  the  convoy.  As  the  two 
hostile  divisions  were  now  near  each  other,  witii  a  fine  working 
breese,  the  British  tried  to  beat  up  to  tiie  enemy ;  the  (Tm^utfror,  74, 
Captain  Walter  Griflitb,  being  ahead  and  to  windward  of  her  consorts. 
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Coming  witliin  iiinge  at  5,  firing  began  between  I  i  ind  tbe  French 
flagshii),  Annihaly  74,  and  sabsequeuUy  between  her  and  all  the  three 
vessels  of  tlie  enemy.  Towards  sunset,  the  Albion^  74,  had  got  close 
up  with  the  Cniviv.rror,  and  the  oth«-r  ships  were  witlun  distant  ninge; 
"but  as  tiicy  hud  worked  nut  only  weil  wiihai  the  dangers  of  the 
shoals  of  the  bay  (Fort  Royal),  but  witlun  reaeh  of  the  batteries,  I 
called  tliem  off  by  night  signal  at  a  quarter  beforo  aeven/*  ^  In  this 
chivalroiw  aldniuah,  for  it  was  little  more,  although  the  in juiy 
to  the  French  in  the  loee  of  the  conyoj  was  notable,  Parker  was 
equally  delighted  with  his  own  squatlron  and  with  Ins  em  iuy.  ''The 
Steadiness  and  coolness  with  which  on  eveiy  taek  the  (/onjiMror 
received  the  fire  <>f  those  tlirce  sliips,  nnd  rL'tiirned  her  own,  work- 
ing liis  ship  with  as  much  exactness  as  if  he  had  been  tuniiiiL,'  into 
Spithead,  and  on  every  Iwanl  gaining  on  the  enein}',  gave  me  inll- 
nite  pleasure.  It  was  witli  inexpressible  concern,''  ho  added,  *•  that 
I  beard  that  Captain  Walter  Gxiffitii,  of  the  Cbn^ticror,  was  killed  by 
the  last  broadside.^'  *  Having  occasion,  a  few  days  later,  to  exchange 
a  flag  of  truce  ^th  the  Froicb  Rear-Admiral,  he  wrote  to  him: 
The  conduct  of  yo\ir  Excellency  in  the  affiBir  of  the  18th  of  this 
month  fully  justifies  the  reput;ition  wluch  you  enjoy  among  us,  and 
T  assure  you  that  I  couhl  not  witness  witliout  envy  the  skill  you 
showed  on  tltat  occasion.  Our  enmity  is  transient,  dejiending  upon 
our  nia-sters  ;  hut  your  merit  hiW  stamped  upon  iny  lieart  the  greatest 
aituuration  for  yourself."  This  w.is  ilie  oflicer  who  wjta  commonly 
known  in  his  time  as  ^* Vinegar"  Parker;  but  these  letters  show 
that  the  epithet  fitted  the  rind  rather  than  the  kemd. 

Shortly  after  de-  Guichen  took  command,  he  arranged  with  the 
Marqnis  de  Bouill^,  Gov^or  of  Minrtinique,  to  make  a  cmbtned 
attack  upon  some  one  of  the  British  West  India  Islands.  For  this 
pur[)Ose  3,000  ti'oops  were  embtuked  in  the  fleet,  whicli  sailed  on  the 
nicrht  of  the  IHth  nf  A]irih  17?^0,  intending  first  to  accompany  a 
ennvoy  for  Santo  l)oiuin|^'o,  until  it  wius  safely  out  of  read i  of  iluj 
Britisli.  itodney,  who  was  informed  at  once  of  the  French  depariui-e, 
put  to  sea  in  chase  with  all  his  ships,  twenty  of  the  line,  two  of  wltich 
were  of  90  guns,  and  on  the  16th  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy  to  lee- 
ward of  Martinique,  beating  up  against  the  north-east  trade-winds, 
and  intending  to  pass  through  tiie  channel  between  that  island  and 
Dominica.     A  general  chase  to  the  north-west  followed,  and  at  five 

*  Pwker'a  Bepon. 
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in  the  evening  we  plainly  discovered  that  they  consisted  of  tirentj- 
three  sail  of  the  line,  and  one  fifly-gun  ship.**  ^ 

As  it  fell  dark  Rodney  formed  his  line  of  battle,'  standing  still 

to  the  north-west,  therefore  on  the  starboard  ti\ck  ;  uiul  he  was  atten- 
tive to  keep  to  windward  of  the  enemy,  whom  his  frigates  watched 
diligently  dtirinf:^  the  ni2:ht.  "Tlioir  mano'uvres."  he  wrote,  "indi- 
cated a  w  i.sh  to  iivniil  hattk',*"  ami  he  iheri.'fore  was  carelul  to  couu- 

>  K(h1iu  lurjKtft.  'riu'  Krciii  h  uutlioritic8  -^ivi:  tlitir  line  of  battle  a?  twctity 
two  ships  ol"  the  line.  There  was  no  iK)-gun  ship  among  them  —  no  three-<iccktr  ; 
Imt  thefe  were  two  of  flO  gnne,  of  which  dim  the  Bcitiih  had  none. 

*  Britiiih  line  of  battle  on  April  17th,  17S0.  The  Utirling  Ca$lU  to  lead  with 
the  starbottnl,  and  the  Magnificent  with  the  larboard  tacka  on  bootd.  From  Beataoo* 
vi.,  217,  218,  with  addition*  and  eomctiou.  — W.  L.  C. 
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femet  them.  At  daylight  of  the  17th,  they  were  seen  foiming  line 
of  battle,  on  the  port  tack,  four  or  five  leagues  to  leeward,  —  that  is, 
to  the  westward.  The  wind  iKiinj^  cast,  or  ea-st  by  north,  the  French 
wnnlfl  b<i  lieadinp;  sonth-Knuth-eiist  (Fig.  1,  aa).  The  British  order 
now  w;is  rt'ctitied  l)y  signal  fmin  the  iiTeq-tilnritit'S  of  darkness, 
the  slii])S  iH'iiit,'-  rlirected  to  kfep  two  cables'  ^  lengths  apart,  and 
steering      heloitj  to  the  nurthwaid.  and  weatward  (a;.    At  7  A.M., 
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considering  this  line  too  extended,  the  Admiral  closed  the  intervals 
to  one  cable.  The  two  fleets  thus  were  passing  on  nearly  ixirallel 
lines,  but  in  opposite  <lireetions,  whii  h  tt  iuled  to  bring  tlie  whole 
force  of  K()(ln<-y,  whose  line  wais  better  and  more  compact  than  the 
enemy's,  abreast  the  latter's  rear,  upon  which  he  intended  to  concen* 
tn^.  At  8  A.)C.  he  made  general  signal  that  this  was  his  purpose ; 
and  at  8.30,  to  execute  it,  he  signalled  ibr  the  ships  to  form  line 
abreast,  bearing  from  each  other  south  by  east  and  north  by  west, 
and  stood  down  at  once  upon  the  enemy  (Fig.  1,  bb).  The  object 
>  A  ealile  wu  tbea  wwmt*^  to  hava  a  len^li  of  ISO  fathomi,— 790  feet. 
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of  the  Uritish  l)eiiig  fvideiit,  de  (luiclien  made  Iii^  lltct  wear  to<;ether 
to  the  8tarl«>m"d  tao^:  (Uh).  The  French  rear  liius  became  the  van, 
and  their  ioiuier  \tUi,  uliieii  Wius  slietehed  too  far  for  prompt  ausitit* 
auce  to  the  threatened  rear,  uow  headed  to  support  it. 

Rodney,  baulked  in  his  fintt  spring,  hauled  at  once  to  the  wind 
on  the  port  tack  (Fig.  1,  ce),  again  contrary  to  the  French»  standing 
thus  once  more  along  their  line,  for  their  new  rear.  The  intervals 
were  opened  out  ai^ain  to  (wo  cahh-s.  The  fleets  thus  were  passing 
oni  <'  nioru  on  i»anilU-l  lines,  eaeli  having  re\  ei-sed  its  order ;  but  the 
British  still  retained  the  advantage,  on  whatever  eourse.  that  they 
were  nmcli  mote  coni]>iiet  than  the  Fr»^nrh,  wliose  Ymv.  hy  I'odnev's 
estiniiUf,  t  xiciidiMl  four  leagues  in  leiiglli.^  The  waiiiirss  of  ilic  lun 
eoinlKil^ints,  l)oih  trained  in  the  school  of  the  eighteenth  eentnry,  with 
its  reverence  for  the  line  of  battle,  wiU  appear  to  the  careful  reader. 
Rodney,  altlwugh  sti  uggling  through  this  clirysalis  stage  to  the  later 
vigour,  and  seriously  bent  on  a  deadly  blow,  still  was  constrained 
by  the  traditions  of  watchful  fencing.  Nor  was  his  caution  extrava- 
gant; conditions  di<l  not  justify  yet  the  ajiparent  recklessness  <tf 
Nelson's  tactics.  Tlu'  different  movements  of  the  enemy,"  he  wrote, 
'•ol>liij<'d  me  to  Im^  verv  attf  litivc.  and  watch  every  opportunity  that 
offered  of  attackinu'  tlu  iu  l<>  .int;i'^p." 

The  two  Heets  c»mtinued  to  stand  on  ojip«jsit*i  parallel  courses  — 
tlie  French  north  by  west,  the  British  south  by  east — until  the  flag- 
ship Seindttneht  90,  was  abreast  the  Couronne,  80,  the  flagship  of  de 
Guichen.  Then,  at  10.10  A.M.,  the  signal  was  made  to  wear  together, 
forming  on  the  same  tack  as  the  enemy.  There  being  some  delay  in 
execution,  this  had  to  Ik?  rei)eated,  and  fiirtlier  enforced  l»y  the  j>en- 
nant  of  the  Slirlhiff  C<tsflc,  wliicli,  as  the  rear  ship,  should  begin  the 
evolution.  At  half-past  ten,  api«ir(  ntly.  flie  fleet  was  alKuit  (  Ficf.  2, 
aa),  for  an  order  was  then  «,''iven  for  rectif\  inir  tlie  line,  still  at  two 
cables.  At  11  -^.M.  tlie  Admind  made  the  signal  to  prepare  for 
Ijattle,  "to  convimu  llie  whole  fleet  I  was  determined  to  bring  the 
enemy  to  an  eng-agement,"  *  and  to  this  succraded  shortly  t^e  order 
to  alter,  the  course  to  port  (bb),  towards  the  enemy.*  Why  be 
thought  that  any  of  the  fleet  should  have  required  such  assurance 

1  A  proiK-rly  formwl  line  of  twentv  -liI;  ~,  .it  tin  t-abli's'  iiitcrvul,  w<tultl  W-  about 
five  tuile«  lung.  Rudiiey  sc-ems  to  have  Ihul'u  sjilir^ticd  Uiat  this  was  about  the  con- 
dition of  b»  fleet  at  tliii*  moment. 

•  Riidney's  Kcport. 

■  Testimony  of  the  aignal  oiliccr  at  the  coatt-martial  on  Captain  Bateman. 
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cannot  certainly  In.'  8ai<l.  Possibly,  iiltliough  he  Imd  so  recently 
joineil,  he  had  already  detected  the  ill-will,  or  the  .slackness,  of  which 
lie  afterwards  complained ;  po-ssihly  he  feared  that  the  wariness  of 
his  tactics  might  lead  n>en  to  Ixlieve  that  he  did  not  mean  to  exceed 
the  hikuwarm  and  indecisive  action  of  daj-a  scarce  yet  passed  nway. 
which  luid  led  Suffi'eu  to  hligmutLsc  tactics  jus  a  mere  vcii,  beliind 
which  timidity  thinks  to  hido  its  nakedness. 


At  11^  AM.  the  decisive  signal  wn.s  made  for  evety  ship  ifi 
bear  domi,  and  steer  for  her  opposite  in  the  enemy's  line,  agreeable 
to  the  21st  article  of  the  Additinnnl  Fighting  Instructions."  Five 
minutes  later,  when  tlie  ships,  jn .  suniiihly,  had  altered  their  course 
for  the  enemjs  the  signal  for  UiiLle  was  made,  foihiwcd  by  the  nies- 
aage  that  the  Admirars  intention  was  to  engage  closely ;  he  cfxpect- 
ing,  natuiallj,  that  ever)'  ship  would  follow  the  example  he  purposed 
to  set.  The  captain  of  the  leading  ship,  upon  whose  action  depended 
that  of  those  near  her,  unforttmately  undentood  die  AdmiTal*8  signal 
to  mean  that  he  was  to  attack  the  enemy's  leader,  not  the  ship  oppo- 
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fit*'  to  him  at  tlie  moment  of  bearing  away.  Tliis  sliip,  therefore, 
diverged  markedly  I'min  the  Aehniral's  course,  drawing  afier  him 
many  of  tlu*  van.  A  few  minutes  before  1  P.M.,  one  of  the  headiiu>st 
ship-s  began  to  engage  at  long  range  ;  but  it  was  not  till  some  time 
after  1  p.if.  tiiat  the  Sandwukf  having  receiTed  sererol  biMadaides, 
came  into  close  action  with  the  second  vessel  astern  from  the  French 
Admiral,  the  AdiioniMiref  64.  The  latter  was  soon  beat  out  of  the 
line  by  the  supetioritjr  of  the  Sandwich's  battery,  and  the  same  lot 
befell  the  ship  astern  of  her,  —  probably  the  Intn'pi'h::,  74, — which 
came  up  to  close  the  gap.  Towards  2.80  p.m.,  tlie  Sandwichy  either 
by  her  own  efforts  to  close,  or  by  her  inimediiite  opponents'  keepitis^ 
away,  was  found  to  to  leeward  of  the  enemy's  line,  the  Cnunjnui' 
being  on  her  weather  bow.  The  fact  was  |}ointed  out  by  Kotlney  to 
the  captain  of  the  ship,  Walter  Young,  who  was  Idben  tn  the  lee 
gangway.  Young,  going  ovw  to  look  for  himself,  mr  that  it  was- 
so^  and  that  Uie  Farmotil^  64,  had  hauled  off  to  windward,  where 
she  lay  with  her  main  and  ndzsen  topsula  aback.  Signals  were  then 
made  to  her,  and  to  the  Cornwall^  74,  to  come  to  closer  engagement, 
they  Ijoth  being  on  the  weather  bow  of  the  flagship. 

I)e  Guichen.  recognising  this  state  of  iifTairs,  tlien  or  a  little  later, 
attributed  it  to  the  delilxrate  innpo.se  of  tlie  British  Admiral  to 
bri-ak  his  line.  It  (lues  not  appear  that  Rodney  -so  intended.  His 
Utetieal  idea  Wiis  to  concentrate  his  whole  fleet  on  the  French  rear 
and  centre,  but  there  is  no  indication  that  he  now  dmed  at  breaking 
the  line.  De  Chueben  so  comrtruii^  it,  however,  gave  the  signal  to 
wear  together.  The  effect  of  this,  in  any  events  would  have  been 
to  carry  his  fleet  somewhat  to  leeward ;  but  with  ships  more  or  less 
crippled,  taking  therefoi*e  greater  room  to  man«ettvre,  and  with  the 
exigency  of  re-forming  tlie  line  upon  them,  the  tendency  was  exag- 
gerated. The  movement  which  the  French  called  wearing  toqi?ther 
was  therefore  ditlerently  intt  rjireted  by  Hodnpy.  "The  action  in 
the  centre  continued  till  4.15  i*.  m.,  when  M.  de  Guic  hen.  in  the 
Couronnty  the  Triomphant,  and  the  FendanU  after  euguging  the 
SamdtoUk  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  bore  away.  The  superiority  of  fire 
from  the  Sandwich^  and  the  gallant  behaviour  of  l^e  officers  and 
men,  enabled  her  to  sustain  so  unequal  a  combat;  though  before 
attacked  by  them,  she  had  beat  three  ships  out  of  their  line  of 
battle,  had  entirely  broke  it,  and  was  to  leeward  of  the  French 
Admiral."  Possibly  the  French  account.^,  if  they  were  not  so  very 
meagre,  might  dispute  this  prowess  of  the  flagship ;  but  th^  can  be 
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no  doubt  that  Rodney  had  st  t  an  example,  which*  had  it  been  followed 
by  all,  would  liuve  made  this  engagement  memorable,  if  not  di'cisive. 
He  reported  that  tlie  tuq^tains,  with  very  few  exceplions.  lirul  not 
placpfl  their  slxipa  proiieri}-  (ce).  The  Smidunch  had  i  ighty  shot  in 
her  liulK  ha<l  Inst  her  foi-euuist  and  mainyaril,  and  hud  lired  3,28H 
iiiunils,  an  average  of  73  to  each  gun  of  the  broadside  engaged. 
Thvee  of  her  Mte  being  below  the  water  linet  she  was  kept  afloat  with 
difBeulty  during  the  next  twenty^four  hours.  With  the  wearing  of 
the  French  the  battle  ceased. 

In  the  advantsge  offered  by  the  enemy,  whoHe  order  was  too  greatly 
extended,  and  in  his  own  plan  of  attiick,  Ko<lney  always  considered 
tliis  action  of  April  ITth.  1780,  to  liavf  Iwen  the  great  opportunity  of 
his  life;  and  his  %\Taih  was  bitter  against  those  by  whase  misconduct 
lie  L'onctived  it  liail  iK-t-n  frustrated.  "The  French  admiral,  who 
appeared  to  me  to  Ikj  a  brave  and  gjillant  ofticer,  had  the  honour  to  be 
nobly  supported  during  the  whole  action.  It  is  with  eoncem  inex- 
presaiblet  nixed  witii  indignation,  that  the  duty  I  owe  my  sovereign 
and  ray  oonntiy  obliges  me  to  aoi^uaint  your  Lordships  that  during  the 
action  between  the  French  fleet,  on  the  17th  inst,  and  bis  Bbjesty^s, 
the  British  flag  was  not  properly  supported.'*  Divided  as  the  Navy 
then  was  into  factions,  with  their  hands  at  each  other's  throats  or  at 
the  throat  of  the  Admiralty,  tlie  latter  thought  it  more  discreet  to 
suppress  this  paragraph,  allowing  to  appear  only  the  negative  stiLjiiia 
of  the  encomium  upon  the  French  officers,  unaccompanied  by  any  on 
his  own.  Rodney,  however,  did  not  conceal  liis  feelings  in  public  or 
private  lottos ;  and  the  censure  found  its  way  to  the  ears  of  those 
concerned.  Subsequently,  three  months  after  the  action,  in  a  public 
letter,  be  bore  testimony  to  the  excellent  conduct  of  five  captains, 
Walter  Youiit,'  of  the  flagship,  George  Bowj'er  of  the  Albion,  John 
Douglas  of  the  Tei-rible,  John  Iloulton  of  the  Montagu^  and  A.  J.  P. 
Molloy*  of  the  Trid  id.  "  To  them  I  have  given  certificates,  under 
my  hand,"  "  free  and  nnsolirituiL"  Beyond  tliese.  "no  con.-^idfm- 
tion  in  life  would  induce"  him  to  go;  ami  the  two  junim  ilag-<inii ci^ 
were  implicitly  condenmed  in  the  woi-ds,  "  to  inattention  to  signals, 
botii  in  the  van  and  rear  divisions,  is  to  be  attrilwted  tiie  loss  of  that 
glorious  opportunity  (perhai^s  never  to  be  recovered)  of  terminating 
the  naval  contest  in  these  seas."  These  junior  admirals  were  Hyde 

*  Sin};idarly  enough,  this  officer  was  afterwards  court-mart ialleil  for  misbehaviour, 
on  the  t»taf  Jmie,  ITM,  of  pteciaely  the  nm«  cluinet»«i  that  from  all  ahare  in 
wbicli  Rodn^  now  deami  Um. 
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Parker  and  HowU  v;  the  latter  tlic  same  who  had  behaved,  not  only 
so  jjfalhuttly,  hut  w  ith  such  unusual  initiativi  ,,  in  Byron's  engagement. 
A  Miigul.u  iiicideiiL  in  this  case  led  him  lo  a  like  independence  of 
action,  wluch  displeased  Rodney.  The  Montagu^  of  Im  divisiiou,  when 
dosing  the  French  line,  wore  against  the  helnot  and  could  only  Ise 
btrought  into  action  on  the  wrong  (port)  tack.  Immediately  upon 
thia,  part  of  the  French  rear  also  wore,  and  Rowley  followed  them  of 
his  own  motion.  Being  eallL'd  tn  aicouut  by  Rodney,  he  Stated  the 
facts,  justifying  the  act  by  the  ojnler  that  tlie  greatest  impression 
was  to  be  made  on  the  enemy's  rear."    Both  parties  soon  wore  Ijock. 

Hyde  I'arker  went  home  in  a  rage  a  few  weeks  later.  1'he  certifi- 
cates of  Bowyer  and  Douglas,  certainly,  and  probsibl)  nf  Mc»lloy,  all 
of  las  division,  bore  the  stinging  words  that  these  ollieei-s  meant 
well*  and  would  have  done  their  duty  had  they  been  permitted.**  Tt 
is  stated  that  their  ships,  which  were  the  rear  of  Ihe  van,  were  going 
down  to  engt^  dose,  following  Rodiiey*a  example,  when  Parker 
made  them  a  signal  to  keep  tiie  line.  If  this  he  so,  as  Parker*s 
courage  was  beyond  all  doubt,  it  was  simply  a  recurrence  of  the  old 
8Ui>ei'stition  of  tlie  line,  aggmvated  by  a  inisundei-standing  of  Rotbiey's 
later  signals.  TliPSf  must  be  discussed,  for  the  whole  incident  is  part 
of  the  history  of  the  British  Navy,  far  more  important  than  mauy  an 
indecisive  thougii  bloody  ciitounter. 

One  of  the  captiiins  more  expixissly  blamed,  Caikett  of  the  Slir- 
ting  Castiet  wrote  to  Rodjiey  that  he  understood  Hat  his  name  had 
been  mentioned,  unfavourably  of  course,  in  the  public  letter.  Rod- 
ney's reply  makes  perfectly  apparent  the  point  at  issue,  his  own  plan, 
the  ideas  running  in  his  head  as  he  made  his  successive  signals,  the 
misconceptions  of  the  junioi's,  and  tlie  consequent  fiasco.  It  must  be 
said,  however,  that,  granting  the  facta  as  they  seem  certainly  to  have 
cemrred.  no  inisnnderstniidinn',  no  technical  vcrl»;d  allogntion,  can 
ju.Nlify  a  iiiilitarv  ^tH])i(!it\  so  o-reat  as  that  of  whirli  he  coiii]j]ained. 
There  axe  occasions  in  which  n^i  only  is  litend  disobedience  pennis- 
siblc,  but  literal  obedience,  H^ing  in  the  face  of  the  evident  conditions, 
becomes  a  crime. 

At  6.45  in  the  morning,  Rodney  had  made  a  general  signal  of  his 
purpose  to  attack  the  enemy's  rear*  This,  having  been  undeittood 
and  answered,  was  hauled  down ;  all  juniors  had  been  acquainted 

with  a  general  purpoee,  tO  which  the  subsequent  manceu^nes  were  to 
lead.  Ilnw  he  meant  to  earrv  out  liis  intention  was  evidenced  by 
the  consecutive  course  of  action  while  on  that  tack,  —  the  starboard ; 
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when  the  time  came,  the  fleet  bore  up  together,  in  line  abreast,  stand- 
ing for  the  Frenrh  rear.  This  att<>inpt,  In  inGr  balked  tlieu  by  de 
Guiclien's  wearinu,^.  was  lenuwtjd  twu  huur^  Lurr;  (nily  in  jihu-e  of 
the  sii^nal  t(»  form  biic  ubitiiwt,  was  madt  one  lu  ullti  liic  cuuiiie  to 
port,  —  to\vard.s  the  enemy.  As  ilii*  foUowed  immediately  upon  that 
to  prepare  for  battle^  it  indicates,  almost  beyond  questiou,  that  Rodney 
friahed,  for  reasona  of  tiie  moment^  to  ran  down  at  fint  in  a  slanting 
direction,  ^  not  in  line  abreast,  as  before,  —  ships  taking  couise  and 
interval  from  the  flagship.  Later  again,  at  11.50,  the  sigmil  was 
made,  agreeable  to  the  21st  Aiticlf  <>f  the  Additional  Fighting 
Instructions,  for  everj'  ship  to  steer  for  her  opiwsite  in  tlie  enemy's 
line: "  and  here  the  tronlilf^  In-i^riin.  Kochiey  meant  the  ship  opposite 
when  tin-  sif^nal  was  haule<l  down.  He  had  steered  slantino;.  till  ho 
had  gainetl  <w  nearly  as  pos.sible  the  position  he  wanted,  piuUiblv  lili 
within  hing  range ;  then  it  was  desirable  to  cover  the  remaining 
ground  as  rapidly  and  orderly  as  possiUe,  for  which  purpose  the  ship 
then  abreast  gave  each  of  his  fleet  its  convenient  point  of  direction. 
He  conceived  that  his  signalled  purpose  to  attack  the  enemy*s  rear, 
never  liaving  been  altered,  remained  impLrative;  and  furtlier,  that 
the  signal  for  two  cables'  length  intei'val  should  gOTem  all  ships,  and 
would  tie  them  to  him,  and  to  his  movements,  in  the  centre.  Carkett 
coustniod  "  opposite "  to  humii  nppnsit**  in  numerical  ortler,  British 
van  slii[)  aLTninst  Freneii  van  slap,  wliriever  the  lattr-r  was.  Tbulney 
states  —  iu  his  letter  to  Carkett  —  that  the  Frencli  vau  u  as  ihen  two 
leagues  away.  **  You  led  to  the  van  ship,  notwithstanding  you  had 
answered  my  signals  signifying  that  it  was  my  intention  to  attack  the 
enemy*8  rear;  which  signal  I  had  never  altered.  .  .  .  Your  leading  in 
the  miuiner  you  did,  induced  others  to  follow  so  had  an  example  ;  and 
thereby,  forgetting  tiiat  the  signal  for  the  line  was  only  at  two  cables' 
length  distance  from  each  other,  the  van  division  was  led  by  you  to 
more  tlian  two  leacj-nes'  distance  from  the  centre  division,  which  was 
thereby  n^t  properly  supi)orted."  ^ 

>  The  words  in  Rodney's  public  letter,  sapprcssed  at  tbe  time  by  the  Adiuiraliy, 
agree  with  tbeae,  but  are  even  mote  exp'licit.     I  oumot  oonelnde  tlih  letter  with" 

ont  acrinainting  their  LonlsUipd  that  bad  Captam.  Carkett,  wlio  led  t)ie  van,  properly 
obeyeil  my  sitjnal  for  ntta«'kjiig  tliu  enemy,  aiul  agreeable  to  tlie  Sl-^t  Aniele  of  the 
Additioual  Figbtiiig  Iu!^tructiuiis,  bore  duwn  iuatoutly  to  the  ship  at  that  time 
abfeaat  of  him,  instead  of  leiuling  as  he  did  to  the  van  ship,  the  action  hml  com- 
rrif^nrefl  iniieh  sooner,  and  the  fleet  en-^'a-jH^l  in  a  mon-  <  nmpact  manner.  .  "  Thi^ 
clearly  iuipliua  that  the  AdditiviuU  Fighting  ItutructionH  pre^Tilted  the  direction 
whkh  Rodney  expected  Otrkett  to  take.  If  thess  Additiooal  Instnictiom  ate  (o  he 
£nind,  their  testimony  would  be  interestibg. 
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Carkett  was  the  oldest  captain  in  tliL'  Hoet,  his  [tost  commiBsion 
being  dated  March  12tli,  17o8.  How  for  be  uiay  have  been  exeUB- 
aMe  iu  construing  as  lie  did  Fighting  Instructions,  which  originated 
ill  thf  iii.ine  conception  tiiat  tlie  supreme  duty  of  a  Cotnniand<T-in- 
t.liiL-i  \N  .us  to  oi>iMisi-  ship  to  sliij),  and  that  a  fleet  action  \vu.s  only  an 
agglomeratiou  of  luival  duels,  is  not  very  luateriul,  though  Imtori- 
caUy  inteivB^ng;.  There  certainly  vm  that  in  the  peat  hutoiy  of 
the  Britiah  Xavy  which  extenuated  the  offence  of  a  man  who  must 
have  then  heen  well  on  in  middle  life.  But  ainee  the  Figfating 
InstruGtiona  had  been  first  issued,  there  had  been  the  courts-martial, 
also  instructive,  on  Mathews,  Leatock,  Byng,  Kepi>el,  and  l^alliser.  I 
all  of  whiclx  turned  more  or  less  on  the  constraint  of  the  line  of 
battle,  and  the  dntv  of  snpportinfjf  sliij)8  engagt'd,  —  almve  all,  an 
engiiged  (  onnnander-in-Chief.  lJuiliKy  perha[xs  undercstinuited  the 
weight  of  the  Fighting  Insti-uctions  m>on  a  dull  man;  but  he  was 
Justified  in  claiuiug  that  his  previous  signals,  and  the  prescription  of 
diatanee,  created  at  the  leaat  a  conflict  d  orders,  a  doubt,  to  which 
there  ahonld  have  been  bat  one  solution,  namely;  to  support  tihe  ahips 
engaged,  and  to  close  down  upon  the  enemy,  as  near  aa  paasihle  to 
the  Commandi^iB*Chicf.  And  in  moments  of  actual  perplexity  such 
will  always  be  the  truth.  It  is  like  marching  towards  the  sound  of 
guns,  or,  tx)  use  Nelson's  wonls.  In  msc  signals  cannot  be  nnrlerst<>od, 
no  captain  can  do  very  wronif  ii  he  places  lus  ship  tdon^'sidc  that  of 
an  enemy."  The  "  In  Case,"  however,  needs  also  to  be  kept  iu  mind  ; 
and  that  it  was  Nelson  who  said  it.  Utterances  of  to-day,  like 
utterances  of  all  time,  ahow  how  few  are  the  men  who  can  hold  botii 
aides  of  a  truth  firmly,  without  exaggeration  or  defect  Judicial 
impartiality  can  be  had,  and  positive  convictions  too;  but  their 
combination  is  rare.  A  two-sided  man  is  apt  also  to  be  double- 
minded.  I 

The  loss  of  men  in  tliis  sharp  encounter  wiis:  Britisli,  killed,  120,  j 
wounded,  n.'  I : '  Fieneh,  killed,  '222,  wounded,  mi This  gives  ! 
three  Freru  li  liit  lor  everv  two  Hritish,  fiom  uliieh,  and  fmm  the 

I 

n)U('h  gicut<  !•  ilainaco  reeeiv«'d  aloft  by  the  liiitci,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  botli  lulioweti  tlicir  usual  custom  of  aiming,  the  British  at 

>  Amnng  the  killeil  wna  Chptdn  the  Hon.  Hciuy  St  John,  of  the  Intrqtid. 
Aimtn;;  t1u>  \v<Min<k-(l  were  Ca]>taiiis  John  Hoolton,  of  the  MenbigUf  aad  TfaonMS 
Newnbam,  of  the  Gra/ton.  —  W.  L.  C.  • 

•  Lapeyroaae  Boniik, '  Hi^toiiv  de  In  Marine  Fitn^Aue,'  iii.  13S.  Chevalier  givei 
tnncb  ftmallra  nnmben,  hut  tbe  fonuer  has  paiticttlMrieed  die  sbipa 


I 
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the  hull,  the  Ficiali  at  the  spars.  To  the  latter  conduced  also  iho 
lee-gsiije,  wliicli  the  I'lciich  had.  The  British,  the  attuckiug  jMityi 
sufTt  re<l  likewise  a  raking  fire  as  they  bore  down. 

Hudiiey  le^Mired  dxuiiages  at  sea,  and  pursued,  taking  care  to 
keep  between  Maitiiiique  and  the  French.  The  latter  going  into 
Guadeloupe,  be  reconnoitred  them  there  under  the  hetteriesi  and 
then  took  his  station  off  Fort  Rojal.  '^The  only  chance  of  bringing 
them  to  action,**  ho  wrote  to  the  Admiralty  on  the  2Gth  of  Ajn-il, 
uwaa  to  he  off  tliat  \)Ott  before  thcni,  wliei  e  the  &et  now  i.s,  in 
daily  expectcition  of  their  arrival."  The  Fn m  h  rcprcsfiit  tlmt  ho 
avoided  t!irni,  but  as  they  a.ssert  that  they  came  out  best  on  the 
ITth,  and  yet  admit  that  he  appeared  off  Gujideloupo,  tlio  claim  is 
not  tenable,  lloduey  here  showed  thorough  tenacity  of  purpt>se. 
De  Guichen's  orders  were  *'to  keep  the  sea,  so  far  as  the  fovce 
maintained  by  Enghuad  in  the  Windward  Islands  would  permit, 
without  too  far  compronusing  the  fleet  intrusted  to  him.***  With 
such  instructions,  he  naturally  and  consistently  shrunk  horn  decisive 
engagement.  After  landing  his  wounded  and  refitting  in  Guade- 
loupe, he  again  put  to  .sea,  with  the  intention  of  prneeeding  to  St. 
Lucia,  resuminG:  against  that  island  the  pmjcct  which  Injth  he  and 
De  Bonille  ( nntinuously  entertained.  The  latter  and  his  truope 
remained  with  tiie  fleet. 

lloduey  meantime  had  felt  compelled  to  return  momenuiiil}-  to 
St  Lucia.  The  fleet  continued  before  Fort  Royal  till  the  condi> 
tion  of  many  of  the  ships  under  my  command,  and  the  lee  currents,* 
rendered  it  necessary  to  anchor  in  Cheque  Bay,  St.  Lucie,  in  order 
to  put  the  wouiuled  and  sick  nien  on  shore,  and  to  water  and  refit 
the  fleet,  frigates  having  Injen  detiiched  l)oth  to  leeward  and  to 
windward  of  every  ishiml,  in  order  to  gain  intelliijenee  f>f  the  motions 
of  the  enemy,  and  tiuiely  nolirc  of  their  aj)proach  lowarWs  Mai  tiiiiqne, 
tlie  (inly  jilace  they  could  lellt  at  in  these  scjis."  In  this  hust  clauso 
is  seen  the  strategic  idea  of  Uie  British  Admiral :  the  Frencli  must 
come  back  to  Martinique. 

From  the  vigilance  of  his  frigates  it  resulted,  that  when  the 
look-outs  of  de  Guichen,  who  passed  to  windward  of  Martinique  on 
the  7th  of  May,  came  in  sight  of  Gros  Ilet  on  the  9th,  it  was  simply 
to  find  the  British  getting  under  way  to  meet  the  enemy.  During 
the  five  following  days  both  fleets  were  engaged  in  constant  move> 

>  Clievalier,  'Marine  Fran^-nisc,'  1778,  p.  is."). 

'  A  lee  cuitent  is  one  that  aeU  with  U)«  wiodj  in  this  caac  the  tnulti-wind. 
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nitnta,  upon  the  character  of  which  the  writers  of  each  nation  put 
diffcreut  coustructioiw.  Both  are  agreed,  liowever,  that  the  French 
werv  to  windward  thi-ouglumt,  oxceiit  for  a  brief  hour  on  the  loth, 
ii  tlLLiuig  change  of  wind  gave  t\w  British  that  advanlat^e, 
only  u*  lose  it  soon  again.  Ihey  at  »inue  used  it  to  force  aeiioa. 
As  the  \viud\v;ird  positiou  carries  the  power  to  att^ick,  and  as  the 
French  were  twenty-three  to  the  British  twenty,  it  is  probably  not  a 
strained  inference  to  say  that  the  latter  were  chasing  to  windward, 
and  the  former  avoiding  action,  in  favour,  perhaps,  of  that  ulterior 
motive,  the  conquest  of  St  Lucia,  for  which  they  had  sailed.  Rod« 
lit  y  states  in  his  letter  that,  when  the  tw  o  floels  i>arted  on  the  20th 
of  May,  tliey  were  forty  k'agues  to  windward  of  Martinique,  in 
sight  of  which  tl»ey  had  l»eeii  on  the  10th. 

Dnrinq:  tliese  dnys  de  (iiiic  litii,  wlmse  fleet  sjiiled  the  ^letter, 
accoidiiig  lu  llodiitjy,  and  cerUiiiily  sntliciciitly  well  to  preserve  the 
advantage  of  the  wind,  bore  down  more  ihan  once,  generally  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  breeze  is  steadiest,  to  within  distant  range  of 
the  British.  Upon  this  movement*  the  French  hase  the  statement 
that  die  British  Admiral  was  avoiding  an  encounter;  it  is  eqnallj 
open  to  the  interpretation  that  he  would  not  throw  away  ammunition 
until  sure  of  effectivr  disimce.  Both  admii.ds  showed  much  skill 
and  mastery  of  their  pi-ofe.ssion,  £freat  wariness  also,  and  quickness 
of  vyo  ;  Lilt  it  is  wholly  untenable  to  claim  tliat  a  fleet  baN-inpr  the 
^\<';>tliir-gj»ge  for  five  day<!.  in  the  tmde-winds,  was  \uiable  tu  bring 
ita  i  iu'iny  to  action,  rs[n  i  ially  w  lu  n  it  in  admitted  that  the  latter 
Struck  the  instant  the  wind  peruiiLled  him  to  close. 

On  the  afternoon  of  May  15th,  about  the  usual  hour,  Rodney 
**  made  a  great  deal  of  sail  upon  the  wind.**  The  Fraich,  inferring 
that  he  was  trying  to  get  off,  which  be  meant  them  to  do,  approached 
somewhat  closer  tlian  on  the  previous  days.  I'heir  van  sliip  had 
come  within  long  range,  abreast  the  centre  of  the  British,  who  were 
on  the  port  tack  standing  to  the  south-south-east,  with  the  wind  at 
cast  'a.  n).  TTerc  the  Vircczc  suddenly  banlcd  to  sotith-south-east. 
rill-  lirails  of  all  the  ships  ill  both  flt  t  ls  were  ihius  knocked  off  t<» 
soutli-wi'si,  on  the  pf)rt  tack,  but  tlie  sluft  left  the  British  i"ear,  wliich 
on  that  tack  led  the  fleet,  to  windward  of  the  French  van.  Rodney^s 
signid  flew  at  once,  to  tack  in  succession  and  keep  the  wind  of  the 
enemy;  the  latter,  unwilling  to  yield  the  advant^e,  wore  all  togethw, 
hauling  to  the  wind  on  tlie  starboard  tack,  and,  to  use  Rodney^s 
wor^  »fled  with  a  crowd  of  sail"  (a',  a^. 
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The  British  fleet  tacking  in  sacccasion  after  their  leadere,  the 
immediate  result  was  that  Loth  were  now  standing  on  tlie  .starboard 
tack,  —  to  the  eastward,  —  tlic  Ihitisli  having  a  slight  advantage  of 
the  wind,  but  well  al»aft  the  beam  of  the  French  (b,  b).  The  result, 
had  the  wind  held,  would  have  bccu  a  uial  of  sixind  aud  weatherli- 
uess.  **  His  M ajestjr's  fleeV*  wrote  Rodney,  by  this  manoeuvre  bad 
gaioed  the  wind,  and  would  have  forced  the  enemy  to  batde,  bad  it 
not  at  onoe  changed  six  points  when  near  the  enemyt  and  enabled 


them  to  recover  tluit  advantage."  When  the  wind  thus  shifted  again, 
lie  CJnirhen  tacked  his  ships  together  and  stood  across  the  bows  of 
the  advancing  British  (c,  c).  Tlio  leader  of  the  latter  struck  the 
enemy's  line  behind  the  centre,  and  ran  along  to  leeward,  the  British 
Tan  exchanging  a  ckwe  cannonade  with  the  enemy's  rear.  Snch  an. 
engagement,  two  lines  passing  on  opposite  tacks,  is  usually  indeci- 
siye,  even  when  ihe  entire  fleets  are  engaged,  as  at  Ushant;  but 
where,  as  in  tliis  case,  the  engagement  is  but  partial,  the  result  is 
natiinllv  h'ss.   The  enemy's  Tan  and  centre,  having  passed  the  head 
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of  the  British,  diverged  at  that  point  farther  and  fartlitr  from  the 
tmck  uf  tlie  on-coining  ships,  which,  ivom  tlie  centre  rearwartls,  tlid 
jiot  lire.  "  As  the  euemy  wei-e  under  a  press  of  sail,  none  but  the 
van  of  our  fl«et  could  come  in  for  any  part  of  tiie  actbn  ^thout 
wasting  his  M^jjeB^B  powder  and  ahot*  the  enemy  wantonly  expend- 
ing theirs  at  auch  a  diatance  as  to  hare  no  effect**  Hete  again  the 
French  were  evidently  taking  the  chance  of  disabling  the  distant 
enemy  in  his  sjiars.  The  British  hMS  in  the  action  of  May  15th  was 
21  killed  and  100  wonnde*!. 

Thi:  lUets  continued  their  respective  movements,  each  acting  as 
before,  until  tlic  iVtli,'  when  another  encounter  took  place,  of  exactly 
iliu  mum  character  as  the  last,  although  without  the  mum  pivlimi- 
naiy  manoeuvring.  The  British  on  that  occasian  hist  47  killed  and 
118  wounded.  Hie  result  was  equally  indecisive,  tactacally  consid- 
ered; hut  both  by  thia  time  had  exhausted  their  staymg  powers. 
The 'French,  having  been  absent  from  Martinique  since  the  ISthof 
April,  had  now  but  six  days'  provisions.^  Rodney  found  the  Con- 
qiteror.  Comically  and  Boyne  so  shattered  tliat  he  sent  them  before 
the  wind  to  St.  Lucia,  while  he  himself  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet 
stood  for  HiirUidos,  where  lie  arrived  on  the  22nd.  The  French 
anchorcil  on  the  same  day  at  Fort  Koyal.  "The  English,"  sa3S 
Chevalier,  stood  on  upon  the  starboard  tack,  to  the  southward, 
after  the  action  of  the  19th,  and  the  next  day  were  not  to  be  seen." 
**  The  enemy,'*  reported  Rodney,  **  stood  to  the  northward  with  all 
the  sail  they  conld  possibly  press,  and  were  out  of  aight  the  21st 
inst  The  condition  of  his  Majesty's  ships  was  such  as  not  to  allow 
a  longer  pursuit." 

By  their  dexterity  and  vigilance  each  of  the  two  adminils  had 
thwarted  tlie  other's  ;iiu)8.  Rodney,  by  a  pronounced,  if  cautitais, 
otTensivc  cHurt,  had  al)solutely  prevented  the  ** ulterior  object"  of  the 
French,  which  lie  clearly  ujiderstood  to  be  St.  Lucia.  De  Guichen 
had  been  successful  in  avoiding  dcHjisive  action,  and  he  had  momen- 
tarily so  crippled  a  few  of  the  British  ships  that  Ibe  fleet  must  await 
their  repairs  before  again  taking  the  sea.  The  tactical  gain  was  his, 
the  strategic  victoi-y  rested  with  his  opponent :  but  that  Ids  ships  also 
liad  been  much  maltreated  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  Iialf  a  dozen 

*  Pi-evions  to  wliich  date  the  Tviutayh^  74,  CAptain  Philip  Affleck,  and  tli«  Ph* 
hm,  50,  Cuj>tuin  William  Troaoott,  had  joined  Rodli^.  In  the  action  of  the  19tb, 
Captuin  Tlioiii  is  Watsun,  of  the  (kutjitgnr,  ww  nortallj  wounded.  —  W.  L  C. 

■  Cli«»valj«T,  91. 
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could  not  put  to  sea  three  weeks  later.  The  French  admiral  Lroka 
down  under  the  strain,  to  which  was  added  the  grief  of  losing  a  son, 
killed  in  the  i-ecent  engagements.  He  asked  for  his  recall.  "  The 
command  of  so  large  a  floet,"  he  wrote,  "  is  infinitely  beyond  my 
capacity  in  all  respects.  My  lu  alth  cannot  endure  such  continual 
faticfno  and  anxiety."  Ceruiiuly  this  seems  a  tacit  testimony  to 
Rodney's  skill,  persistence,  and  olYeiisive  purpose.  The  latter  wrote 
to  his  wife :  "  For  fourteen  dajs  and  nights  the  fleets  were  so  near 
each  other  tliat  neither  officers  nw  men  coold  be  said  to  sleep.  Noth- 
ing but  the  goodness  of  the  weather  and  climate  would  haye  enabled 
us  to  endure  so  continual  a  fotigue.  Had  it  been  in  Europe,  half  the 
people  must  have  sunk  under  it.    For  my  part,  it  did  me  good." 

Rodney  stated  also  in  his  home  letters  that  the  action  of  his  sub- 
ordinates in  the  last  affaii-s  liad  been  efficient;  but  he  j^ve  them 
little  credit  for  it.  "  As  I  liad  given  public  notice  to  all  ni}- caplaiii.s, 
etc.,  that  I  expected  implicit  obedience  to  eveiy  signal  made,  under 
the  certain  [lenalty  of  being  instantly  superaeded,  it  had  an  aduii- 
rable  effect,  as  they  were  all  oonTineed,  after  Ifadrlate  gross  belwvlotir, 
that  ih^  had  nothing  to  expect  at  mj  hands  but  instant  punishment 
to  these  who  neglected  their  duly.  Hj  eje  on  them  had  more  dread 
than  the  enemy's  fire,  and  they  knew  it  would  be  fataL  No  regard 
was  paid  to  rank :  admimls  as  well  as  captains,  if  out  of  their  sta- 
tion, were  instantly  reprimanded  by  signals,  or  messages  sent  by 
fri^ralL's  ;  aiul,  in  spite  of  themselves,  I  taught  them  to  be,  what  tliey 
had  never  been  Ixjfore,  —  It  will  be  noticed  tliat  these 

words  convey  an  implication  of  cowardice  as  well  as  of  disaffection, 
and  hint  not  obscurely  at  Byng's  fate.  Rodney  told  his  officei's  also 
that  he  would  shift  his  flag  into  a  frigate,  if  necessary,  to  watoh  them 
better.  It  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  accept  these  gross  aspersions 
as  significant  of  anjrthing  worse  than  the  suspiciousness  pravalent 
throuLrliont  tlie  Xavy,  traceable  ultimately  to  a  COnupt  a^hninistrap 
tion  of  the  Admiralty-.  The  latter,  like  the  government  of  1750, 
was  open  to  censtire  tljion^h  pnlitioal  maladministration  ,  everj'  one 
feared  that  blame  would  be  shifte<l  on  to  him,  as  it  had  l>ecn  on  to 
Byng,  —  who  dc.-iurved  it;  and  not  only  so.  but  that  blame  would  Ix; 
pushed  on  to  ruin,  as  in  his  case.  The  Xavy  was  boat  yt-omljtjd  with 
distrast,  falling  little  short  of  panic.  In  tliifl  state  of  a]>piehensiou 
and  doubt,  the  tradition  of  the  line  of  battle,  mting  upon  men  who 
did  not  stop  to  study  &cts  or  analj-se  impressions,  and  who  had  seen 
officers  censured,  cashiered,  and  shot,  for  errora  of  judgment  or  of 
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actioiit  natonllj  produced  besitatifMiB  and  misundexBtaiidingB.  An 
order  of  batde  is  a  good  thingv  necetasaiy  to  inatue  mutual  auppoit 

and  to  develop  a  plan.  The  error  of  the  century,  not  then  exploded, 
WAS  to  observe  it  in  the  letter  rather  than  in  the  spirit ;  to  regard  the 
order  as  an  eJid  rather  tlian  a  means;  and  to  seek  in  it  not  merely 
efhcieney,  which  a(hnits  lnoad  cousinu  lioii  in  positions,  but  precise- 
ness,  whicli  is  4i8  uariow  ing  iu>  a  brace  of  handcuffs.  Ro<lney  liimself, 
Tory  though  he  was,  found  fault  with  the  administration.  With  all 
Mb  severity  and  hauteur,  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  josticei  as  is  shown 
hy  a  sentence  m  his  letter  to  Garkett.  Could  I  have  imagined  your 
conduct  and  inattention  to  signals  had  proceeded  from,  anything  but 
error  in  judgment*  I  had  certiiinly  aupereeded  you,  but  God  forUd  1 
should  do  so  for  error  in  judgment  only,^ — again  an  allusion,  not 
obscure,  tn  Byng's  fate. 

In  Baiirtdos,  Rodney  received  certain  information  that  a  Span- 
ish *<qu:iilriin  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  with  a  large  convoy  of 
10,000  troops,  had  sailctl  from  Cadiz  on  April  28th  for  the  West 
Indies.  The  vessel  bringing  the  news  had  fallen  in  with  them  on 
tiie  way.  Rodney  spread  a  line  of  frigates  **  to  windward,  from  Bax^ 
had  06  to  Barbuda,**  to  obtain  timely  warning,  and  with  the  fleet  put 
to  sea  on  the  7th  of  June,  to  cruise  to  the  esstward  of  Mardn^ue  to 
intercept  the  enemy.  The  latter  had  been  discovei  t  d  on  the  5th  by  a 
fritr.ite,  fiftj'  leagues  east  of  the  island,  steering  for  it ;  but  tlie  Si^ixnisli 
admiral,  seeing  that  he  wotiLl  ^K'  reported,  chnnii^pd  his  course,  Jiiid 
pnssed  north  of  Gnadehmpe.  On  the  Uth  ht-  was  joiiiL-d  in  tliat  lifiL^li- 
bourliood  by  de  Gaiclieii,  who  was  able  to  bring  willi  him  only  liflvt-n 
sail,  —  a  fact  whichshuw  ii  that  lie  liad  suffered  in  tlie  late  brushes  quite 
as  severely  as  Rodney,  who  had  with  him  seventeen  of  his  twenty. 

Having  evaded  tiie  British,  the  allies  anchored  at  Fort  Royal; 
but  the  Spanish  admiral  absolutely  refused  to  join  in  any  undertak- 
ing against  the  enemy*8  fleet  or  possessions.  Not  only  so,  but  he 
insisted  on  being  accompanied  to  leeward.  The  Spanish  squadron 
wa.s  ra\  ag(  (T  by  an  epidemic,  due  to  unsanitary  conditions  of  the 
shi|.H  and  the  uncleanline.ss  of  the  crews,  and  the  diseiise  was  coni- 
nuinicated  to  their  allif">5.  T>q  nnirlion  hnfl  already  orders  to  h  ave 
the  Windward  Islantls  when  winter  api)i-oaehed.  He  decided  now 
to  aiaii;ii>ate  that  time,  and  on  the  oth  of  Jidy  sailed  from  Fort 
Royal  with  the  Spaniards.  Having  accompanied  llw  latter  to  the 
cast  end  of  Cuba,  he  went  to  Cap  Francois,  in  Haiti,  then  a  princi- 
pal French  station.   The  Spaniards  continned  on  to  Havana. 
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At  Cap  Francois,  <}e  rruicheu  found  urgent  entreaties  from  the 
French  Minister  t<>  tlu>  United  States,  and  from  Lnfarette,  to  carry 
his  fleet  to  the  continent,  wliere  tlie  clear-nighied  genius  of  Wai<li- 
ington  had  recognised  already  that  the  issue  of  the  contest  deiH.'nded 
npoa  fhe  navies.  The  French  admiial  declined  to  comply,  as  oon- 
trary  to  Ms  instractiona,  and  on  the  16th  of  August  sailed  for  Europei 
with  nineteen  sail  of  the  line.  leaving  ten  at  Cap  Francis.  Sealed 
orders,  opened  at  sea,  directed  him  to  proceed  to  Cadiz,  where  he 
anchored  on  the.  24tli  of  October.  His  arrival  raised  the  allied  force 
there  assembled  to  lifty-one  sail  of  the  line.  Ix'sides  the  ninety- 
five  suLrar  and  cnffce  ships  wliicli  lu'  luul  convoyed  from  Haiti. 
It  is  signitirant  of  tlie  weakness  uf  (treat  liiiLiin  thiin  in  the 
Mediterranean,  that  these  extremely  valuable  merchant  ships  were 
aent  on  to  Tonlon,  only  five  ships  of  the  line  accompanying  them 
past  (HtRttltar.  The  French  goveinnient  had  feared  to  trust  them 
to  Brest,  even  urith  de  Quichen'a  nineteen  sail. 

The  allied  operations  in  the  Windward  Islands  for  the  season 
of  1780  had  thus  ended  in  nothing,  notwithstanding  an  iucontest- 
alile  inferiority  of  tliL^  British  to  the  French  alone,  of  which  Rodney 
otronL,'ly  t  oniplaincd.  li  was,  however,  eontniry  to  the  intentions 
of  tlie  Athniralty  that  tliiiiL^'s  so  happened.  Orders  had  been  sent  to 
Vice-Adiniral  Marriot  Arbutlmot,  at  New  York,  to  detach  slujis 
to  Kodney;  but  the  Y&atH  carrying  them  was  driven  hy  weather 
to  the  Bahamas,  and  her  captain  neglected  to  notify  Arbntimot 
of  his  whereabouts,  or  of  his  dispatches.  A  detachment  of  five 
ahipB  of  the  line  under  Commodore  the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle  Walsing* 
ham  was  detained  three  months  in  Knj^riand,  wind-bound.  They 
consequently  did  not  join  till  July  12th.  The  dispositions  at  once 
made  by  Ro(Uiey  afford  a  very  good  illustration  of  the  kind  of  dnties 
that  a  British  Admiral  iiad  then  to  discharge.  He  detailed  live 
ships  of  the  line  to  remain  with  Hotham  at  St.  Inioia,  for  the  ynniec- 
tion  of  the  Windward  Islands.  On  tlie  17th,  fciking  with  him  a  large 
merchant  convoy,  he  put  to  sea  with  the  fleet  for  St»  Kitta,  where 
the  Leeward  Islands  *' trade**  was  collecting  for  England.  On  the 
way  he  received  precise  infonnation  as  to  the  route  and  force  of  the 
Franco-Spanish  fleet  under  de  Guichen,  of  the  sickness  on  Ijoard 
it,  and  of  tlie  dissension  betwf  rii  the  allies.  From  St.  Kilts  the 
July  trade"  was  smt  home  with  two  ships  of  the  line.  Three 
otliern,  he  wrote  to  ih,-  Admiralty-,  uriiilf!  neeompnnv  tho  Septcndjor 
fleet,  "  and  the  remainder  of  the  sliips  on  this  station,  which  are  In 
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want  ff  rrveat  repair  ;uul  are  not  copper-botloraed,  shall  proceed  with 
the  HI,  ur  with  the  convoy  which  their  Lordfihips  luive  been  pleased 
to  Older  shall  sail  from  hence  in  October  uext."  If  these  arrived 
before  winter,  be  argued,' they  would  be  available  by  spring  as  a 
reinforoement  for  the  Channel  fleet,  and  would  enable  the  Adnitralty 
to  send  him  an  equivalent  number  for  the  winter  work  on  hia 
station. 

As  de  Guichen  had  taken  from  Martinique  to  Cap  Fran(;ois  the 
whole  French  homeward  merchant  fleet,  and  as  (lie  heijjht  of  the 
hurricane  season  was  near,  Kodnev  n'usoiud  that  Inn  a  small  French 
f«nce  would  remain  in  Haiti,  and  consequently  that  Jamaica  would 
not  require  all  the  British  fleet  to  save  it  from  any  possible  attack. 
He  therefore  sent  thither  ten  sail  of  the  line,  notifying  Vice-Admiral 
Sir  Peter  Parkw  that  they  were  not  merely  to  defend  the  island, 
but  to  enable  him  to  send  home  its  great  trade  in  reasonable 
security. 

These  things  being  done  by  July  31st,  considering  that  the  allies 
had  pKu  tically  abandoned  all  enter[>rises  in  tlic;  West  Indies  for 
t!iat  \  rar,  and  that  a  hurricane  might  at  any  moment  overtake  the 
Ik'i  t  at  its  anchors,  possibly  making  for  it  a  lee  bliure,  Rodney  went 
to  8tM.  to  cruise  off  Barbuda.  His  mind,  huwever,  was  inclined 
alreiuly  to  go  to  the  continent,  whither  he  reasoned,  correctly  bat 
mistakenly,  that  the  greater  pirt  of  de  Guichen*8  fleet  would  go, 
as  it  should.  His  purpose  was  confirmed  by  information  from  an 
American  vessel  that  a  French  squadron  of  seven  ships  d  the  line, 
convoying  6,000  troops,  had  anchored  in  Narragansett  Ba}-  on  the 
12th  of  July.  He  started  at  once  for  the  coast  of  South  Carolina, 
wiiere  he  <'omnninicntecl  with  tlic  army  in  Charleston,  and  thence, 
'•sweeping  the  soutliern  coast  ot"  A  luii  it  a,"  anchored  with  fourteen 
;>liip6  of  the  line  at  Sandy  Hook,  on  tiie  14th  of  September,  unex> 
pjcted  and  unwelcome  to  friends  and  foes  alike. 

Viee>Adroiral  Arbuthnot,  being  junior  to  Rodney,  showed  plainly 
and  with  insubordination  his  wrath  at  this  intrusion  into  his  corn* 
mand,  which  superseded  his  authority  and  divided  the  prise-money  of 
a  lucrative  station.  This,  however,  was  a  detail.  To  AVasliington, 
rjMiliioy's  coming  was  a  death-blow  to  the  hopes  raised  b}'  the  arrival 
of  the  French  division  at  Newport,  which  he  had  expected  to  see 
rLMuforoed  by  de  Ouiflien.  Artunllv.  the  dopnrtnre  of  the  latter 
made  innuaterial  Uo<Ine\ 's  appearanec  on  tlu-  scene  :  V)Ut  this  Wash- 
ington did  not  know  tiien.    As  it  was,  Kodne3''8  force  joined  to 
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Arbuthnot's  conatituted  a  fleet  of  over  twenty  sail  of  the  line,  before 
which,  vigorously  used,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  French 
squadron  in  Newport  must  have  fallen.  Rut  liodiitv,  though  he 
had  fhown  great  energy  in  the  West  Indies,  and  unusual  resolution 
in  quitting  his  own  station  for  a  more  remote  service,  was  sixty-two, 
mid  suffered  from  gottt.  **The  sudden  change  of  climate  makes  it 
necessary  for  me  to  go  on  8h<»e  for  some  short  timet"  he  wrote ;  and 
although  he  added  that  his  illness  wss  **not  of  such  a  nature  as  shall 
cause  one  tnoment's  delay  in  his  Majesty's  sers'ice,"  he  probably  lost 
a  chance  at  Rhode  Island.  He  did  not  overlook  tlie  matter,  it  is 
true,  but  hn  decided  upon  the  information  of  Arhuthiiot  and  Sir 
Hiury  C'lintnn,  and  did  not  inspect  the  ground  hiinsi  lf.  Notliing 
of  consL'i|UL'iice  came  of  his  visit;  and  on  the  It'-ih  of  Xuvcuil>er 
lie  sailed  again  for  the  West  Indies,  taking  with  lum  only  nine 
sail  of  the  line. 

The  arrival  of  de  Temay*s  seTen  ships  at  Newport  was  more 
than  offset  by  a  British  reinforcement  of  six  ships  of  the  line  under 
Rear-Admiral  Thomas  Graves  (1),*  which  entered  New  York  on  July 

13th,  —  only  one  day  later.  Arbuthnot*8  force  was  thus  mised  to  ten 
of  the  line,  one  of  which  was  of  98  guns.  After  Rodney  had  come 
an  l  Efone,  the  French  divisif>n  was  watched  by  cruisers,  resting  upon 
Cturdiner's  Bay,  —  a  cornmodions  anchoifi|[^e  at  the  east  end  of  Long 
Island,  between  tliirly  and  forty  miles  from  Rhode  Island.  When  a 
movement  of  the  enemy  was  apprehended,  the  squadron  assembled 
there,  hut  nothing  of  consequence  occurred  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year. 

The  year  1780  had  been  one  of  great  discouragement  to  the 
Americans,  but  the  injuiy,  except  as  the  lapse  of  time  taxed  tlu^ir 
staying  power,  was  more  8uj>erficial  than  real.  The  successes  of  the 
British  in  the  Smithern  State's,  tlinurrli  undeniable,  and  seemingly 
sul>stantial,  writ'  iiivtilviug  them  ever  Uiore  deeply  in  a  rninously 
ex-ieiitric  movement.  They  need  liere  only  to  Ik?  smmuarised,  as 
steps  in  the  process  leading  to  the  catastrophe  of  Yorktown,  —  a  dis- 
aster which,  as  Washington  said,  exemplified  naval  rather  tiian 
military  power. 

The  failure  dTstaing^s  attack  upon  Savannah  in  the  autumn 
of  1779  had  left  that  place  in  the  possession  of  the  British  as  a  base 

>  ThflouM,  Lord  Gmves.  BorD,17S5.  ComniRnder,  1754.  Captain,  1780.  Rear* 

^(liiiirnl,  1779.  Viee-.\dmiral,  17S7.  Admiral,  1794.  Raised  to  an  Irish  pecragft 
for  his  share  in  the  victotr  of  the  Ulnrioua  Fii»t  of  June.  Died,  1802.  — W.  L.  €. 
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for  further  advances  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia ;  lasting  success 
in  which  was  expected  from  tlie  nunilxn-s  of  royalists  in  tht»st'  States. 
When  the  departure  of  tlw  Fn  iu  h  t\vvt  was  ascertained.  Sir  llt'nr\' 
Clinton  put  to  sea  fioiu  New  York  iu  December,  1779,  for  the  Savau- 
uah  Hivur,  escorted  by  Vice-Admiral  Arbuthuot.  The  details  of  tlie 
opeiationB,  which  were  iQisuiely  and  methodical,  will  not  be  given 
here;  for,  although  the  Navy  took  an  active  part  in  them,  thej 
acaicely  can  be  considered  of  major  importance.  On  the  12th  of 
May,  1780,  the  city  of  Charleston  capitulated,  between  six  and  seven 
thousand  prisoners  being  taken.  Clintoa  then  returned  to  New 
Yiirk.  leaving  Lord  Cnmwallis  in  command  in  the  south.  The 
latter  proposed  to  remain  quiet  durincf  the  hot  months :  Init  the 
activity  of  the  Americiin  partisan  trotjps  j)ivveiited  this,  and  in  July 
the  approach  of  a  small,  but  relatively  formidable  force,  tuidci  Gtu- 
eral  Gates,  compelled  him  to  take  the  field.  On  the  16th  of  August 
tiie  two  little  armies  met  at  Camden,  and  the  Americans,  who  were 
mneh  the  more  numerous,  bnt  largely  irreguhus,  were  routed  deci- 
sively. This  news  reached  Greneral  Washington  In  the  north  nearly 
at  the  same  nionn  iit  that  the  treason  of  Benedict  Arnold  became 
known.  Although  the  objects  of  his  treachery  were  fi"ustrated,  the 
sorrowful  wnrds,  Whom  now  can  we  trust?"  show  the  deep  gloom 
which  for  the  moment  shad<)\s  ed  tlie  constant  mind  of  the  Aiiierican 
Commander-in-Chief.  It  was  just  at  this  2>eriod,  too,  that  Kodney 
aiTived. 

Cbtnwallis,  not  content  with  tut  late  aiieoess,  decided  to  push  on 
into  North  Carolina.  Thus  doing,  he  separated  himself  from  his 
naval  base  in  Charleston,  communication  with  which  by  land  he  bad 
not  force  to  maintain,  and  could  only  recover  effective  touch  with 

the  sea  in  Chesapeake  Haj-.  This  conclusion  was  not  ajijarent  from 
the  firat.  In  North  Carolina,  the  British  general,  who  liad  expected 
sulistantial  suj)port  by  the  inh;d)itants,  failed  to  secure  it.  and  found 
hinis.lf  instead  in  a  very  ditiicult  and  wild  country,  con  iron  ted  l»y 
Gcut  jul  (uveiie,  the  second  in  ability  of  all  the  American  leadere. 
Harassed  and  baflled,  he  was  comjielled  to  order  supplies  to  be  sent  by 
sea  to  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  on  out-of-the-way  and  inferior 
port,  to  which  he  turned  aside,  arriving  exhausted  on  the  7th  of  April. 
1781.  The  questbn  as  to  his  future  course  remained  to  be  settled. 
To  return  to  ri- u  leston  by  sea  was  in  his  power,  but  to  do  so  would 
be  an  open  confession  of  failure, — that  he  could  not  return  through 
the  country  by  which  he  had  come.   To  support  him  in  Ids  distress 
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Ijf  a  diYersion,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  sunt  two  successive  detadi* 

meats  to  ravage  ilie  valley  of  the  James  River  in  Virginia.  These 
were  still  there,  under  the  coiniTiand  of  Genenil  Pliillips; :  and  Corn- 
wallis,  in  tlu:  circumstances,  ctrnhl  see  many  reaisoaii  that  tliither  Avas 
the  veiy  scene  to  cany  the  British  operations.  On  the  25th  of  April, 
1781,  he  left  Wilmington,  and  a  moutli  later  joined  the  division  at 
Petersburg,  Virginia,  then  coratnaiided  by  B^iedict  Arnold;  Pfaillips 
haying  died.  There,  in  touch  now  with  his  fate,  we  must  leave  him 
for  the  moment. 

To  complete  the  naval  transactions  of  1780,  it  is  necessary  to 
mention  briefly  two  iiK  idcuts,  trivial  in  theDoselves,  but  significant, 
not  only  as  associated  \s  iili  tlie  <^m  eater  movements  of  tlie  campaicrn, 
but  as  indicative  of  the  naval  j)()licy  of  tlie  states  which  were  at 
war.  The  two.  though  not  otherwise  cuaiiucttjd.  have  a  certain 
unity  of  interest,  in  lliut  the  same  iiritish  ollicer  conmuiudcd  on  IxHii 
occasions. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  Byron*s  action  off  Grenada,  in 
July,  1779,  the  64^n  ship  Lion  received  such  injuries  that  her  com- 
mander, Captain  the  Hon.  William  Comwallis,  had  been  compelled 
to  run  down  before  the  trade-winds  to  Jamaica,  in  order  tO  Save  her 

from  capture.  Since  that  time  she  had  remained  there,  as  one  of  the 
squadron  of  Vice-Adiniral  Sir  Peter  Parker.  In  Mareli,  17^0,  still 
commanded  by  Captain  Comwallis.  she  was  ni.ikiiij^f  an  ordinaiy 
service  cruise  oflf  tiie  noilh  side  of  Haiti,  liaving  in  compiiny  the 
Bmtol^  50,  Captiun  Toby  Cauliield,  and  the  Janus^  44,  Captain 
Bonovier  Glover.  On  tlie  20th  of  March,  off  Monte  Christi,  a  num- 
ber of  sail  were  sighted  to  the  eastward,  which  proved  to  be  a  French 
c(mvoy,  on  its  way  from  Martinique  to  Cap  Francois,  protected  by 
La  Motte-Picquet's  squadron  of  2  seven ty-f outs,  1  sixty-four,  1  fifty, 
and  a  frigate.  The  French  mercliant  ships  were  ordered  to  crowd 
sail  for  tlieir  port>,  while  the  men-of-war  chiused  to  the  north-west. 
La  Motlc-l'iequet's  fluijship,  the  Anai!"»f.  74,  t^ot  witliin  lange  nt 
5  P.M.,  when  a  distant  cannonade  began,  which  lasleil  till  jxisl  uiitl- 
night,  and  was  resumed  on  the  following  morning.  From  it  the 
Janus  was  the  chief  sufferer,  losing  her  mizzen  topmast  and  fore- 
topgallant  mast  It  falling  nearly  calm,  the  BriitU  and  Lion  got  out 
their  boats  and  towed  to  her  sui^rt.  The  two  other  French  ships 
of  the  line  got  tip  duiini,'  the  forenoon  of  the  '21st,  so  that  the  action 
that  afternoon,  though  desultory,  might  be  called  genentl. 

The  two  opposing  commodores  differ  in  tlieir  expressed  opinions 
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as  to  tho  jxnver  of  the  French  to  make  the  afV.iir  uioie  ilccisi\e. 
Some  of  La  MotLe-i'iequet's  language  seem-s  to  slmw  thai  he  f^li  ilu* 
respouaibility  of  his  pusitioii.  "Thu  Janus,  beuig  suuiilcr  and  mure 
eMily  worked,  lay  upon  our  quarter  and  under  our  stem,  where  she 
did  eonsideraUe  damage.  A  little  breeze  springing  up  enabled  us 
(the  Ann^ett)  to  stand  towards  our  own  ahipe,  which  did  everything 
poBsible  to  eome  up  and  cover  us,  without  which  we  should  have 
been  mrrmnded.**  It  is  easy  to  see  in  such  an  expression  the  reflection 
of  the  commands  of  the  lYench  Cabinet,  to  economise  the  ships.  This 
was  still  more  evident  in  La  Motte-Pirqiict's  action  next  day.  On 
the  morning  nf  the  22nd,  "at  daylieht  \v»-  w.  ic  within  one  and  a  lialt 
(■annua-«hijt>  la-eeze  fresh  at  civst-norlh-easl,  untl  1  expected  to  overtake 
the  Biitish  squadron  in  an  hour,  when  wc  perceived  four  ships  in 
chase  of  us.  At  €.80  a.il  three  were  seen  to  be  nienH>f>war.  This 
superiority  of  force  compelled  me  to  desisti  and  to  make  signal  to 
haul  our  wind  for  Cap  Francois/*  These  three  new-comen  were 
the  Jiuby,  64,  and  two  frigiites,  the  Pomona,  28,  and  Niger^  32.  The 
comimrison  of  forces,  therefore,  would  l>e:  French,  2  seventy-fours, 
1  sixty-four,  1  fifty.  Jind  1  frigate,  op|)0.«<t'd  to,  iJritish,  2  sixty-fours, 
1  fift}-,  and  3  frigates.  La  Mort( -Picquet  evidently  dirl  not  wait 
to  ascertain  the  size  of  the  approaching  ships.  Ilis  courage  wa.s 
beyond  all  dispute,  and,  as  Hyde  Parker  had  said,  he  was  among  the 
most  distinguisbed  of  French  officers;  but,  like  his  comrades,  he  was 
dominated  by  the  faulty  theory  of  his  government. 

The  captain  of  the  Janm  died  a  natural  death  during  the  encoun- 
ter. It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  the  ship  was  given  to  Nelson, 
who  was  recalled  for  that  purpose  from  the  Snn  Juan  expedition. 
His  healtli,  liowever,  prevented  this  command  from  being  nion^  thitn 
noniitial,  and  not  long  afterwards  he  returned  to  England  with  Corn- 
waiiis,  in  the  Lion. 

Three  months  later,  Cornwallis  was  sent  by  Parker  to  accompany 
a  body  of  merchant  sliips  for  England  as  far  as  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bermuda.  This  dutjr  being  fulfilled,  he  was  returning  towards  his 
station,  having  with  him  2  seventy-fours,  2  sixty^fours,  and  1  fifty,* 
when,  on  the  morning  of  June  20,  a  number  of  sail  were  seen  from 


^  Lion 

64 

Ca]itaiti  tlie  Hon.  WilUtm  GotitwaUu. 

Sultan 

74 

Cajitaiii  Alaii  G.mhjcr. 

Hector 

74 

Captain  Sir  John  Hamilton,  I>art. 

Ruby 

64 

Captain  John  CowUnj;. 

BriMol 

50 

Cixyunu  T  .l,v  CauHk-R 

3i 

Captain  Jolui  Biuwii. 
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north-east  to  east;  the  squadron  then  steering  t-ast,  witli  tlie  wind  at 
8outh-si)Uth-i.'ast.    The  stran£fpi"s  were  a  of  Kreiuli  transports, 

curry lug  the  G,UOU  tioojw  ilei>liiit:d  for  lihoiic  IblanJ,  inul  Loiivuyed 
by  a  division  of  sevv'U  ships  of  the  line  —  1  eighty,  2  seventy-fours, 
and  4  Bixty-^oui«— under  the  command  of  Commodore  de  Temay. 
Two  of  the  ships  of  war  were  with  tiie  convoy*  the  remainder  very 
properly  to  windward.  The  latter  therefore  stood  on,  aoross  the  bows 
of  the  British,  to  rejoin  their  consorts  (aa),  and  then  all  hauled  their 
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wind  to  the  S0Utb*we$t,  standing  in  colunui  towanls  tiie  enemy. 
Comwallis  on  his  part  had  kept  on  to  reconnoitre  the  force  o[)|>o!»ed 
to  Mm  (a);  but  one  of  his  ships,  the  Ruby.,  64,  was  so  far  to  leeward 
that  the  enemy,  by  keeping  near  the  wind,  could  pass  between  her  and 
him  (b,  b,  b').  She  tlieieforc  went  about  and  steered  south-west,  on 
the  jwrt  tack,  close  to  the  wind.  Tlie  Fivm  h,  who  were  alrea<ly  head- 
ing  the  same  way.  were  tluis  brouglit  r)n  her  weather  quarter  in  chase. 
Cnrnwiillis  then  wore  In*';  flirision.  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  same 
tack  as  the  others,  and  edged  down  towards  the  Rtihy  (c).   If  the 
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French  now  kept  their  wind,  either  the  Jiuhy  (c')  must  l)e  cut  off,  or 
Comwallis,  to  save  her,  must  tight  the  large  odtb  against  him.  I)e 
Temay,  however,  did  not  keep  his  wind  (c).  '*  The  enemy,"  \\xo\t 
Comwallis,  "  kept  edging  off  and  forming  line,  though  within  gun- 
shot. At  5.30  P.M.,  seeing  we  had  pushed  the  French  shijis  to  lee- 
ward sufficiently  to  enable  the  Muby,  on  our  lee  bow,  to  join  us,  1 
jnade  the  signal  to  tack."    As  the  British  squadron  went  about  to 


ADMIitAL  TIIK  HOX.  8IU  WILtlAM  COIINWAI.I.IS,  O.  C.  B. 

K^Vom  the  Itthogrnpk  by  HidUg,  nfler  the  porlrail  fty  />.  Oardntr,  ixiinlni  in  J775,  ickfn  ComxcoUtt  vrai  a 

I'ott  Caylaim,  tel.  31.) 

stand  east  again,  the  Frencli,  heading  west-south-west,  hoisted  their 
colours  and  opened  tire  in  passing.  The  Iluby  kept  on  till  she 
fetched  the  wake  of  the  British  column,  when  she  too  tacked.  The 
French  then  tacked  also,  in  succession,  and  the  two  colunnis  stood  on 
for  awhile  in  ijanillel  lines,  exchanging  shot.s  at  long  i-ange,  the  British 
to  windward.  Cdrnwallis  very  properly  declined  further  engagement 
with  so  suiKM-ior  a  force,  lie  had  already  done  much  in  saving  a  ship 
so  greatly  exjx)sed. 
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The  account  above  followed  is  that  of  the  British  commander,  but 

it  does  not  differ  in  essentials  from  the  French,  whose  captiiius  were 
greatly  incensed  at  the  cautions  iution  of  their  chief.  A  Krfiich 
inismtre  in  the  squadron,  who  aftenvanls  pulilisliud  his  jouriuil,  klls 
that  de  Temay  a  few  days  later  nskeil  tlie  cajttaiu  of  one  of  tliu  bkips 
what  English  adimrai  ixc  tliought  iliey  had  engaged,  and  received  tlie 
replj,  We  have  lost  our  opportunity  of  finding  out"  lie  gives  alsa 
many  detailB  of  the  talk  ttoA  went  on  in  the  ships,  which  need  not  be 
repeated.  Chevalier  points  out  eorrectiy,  howevor,  that  de  Temay 
had  to  consider  that  an  equal  or  even  a  superior  force  might  be  en> 
countered  as  Narragansett  liaj'  was  approa(rhe<l,  and  that  lu;  should 
not  risk  crippling  Ids  squadron  for  such  a  contingency.  The  charge 
of  6.000  troops,  under  the  then  conditions,  wns  no  light  responsibility, 
and  at  the  least  must  silence  off-hand  critici.sin  now.  Cnmment  npoii 
bis  action  does  not  lx;lung  to  British  naval  hi8tt>ry,  to  which  the  lirm- 
ness  and  seamanship  of  Captain  Comwallb  added  a  lasting  glory. 
It  may  be  noted  that  fifteen  yean  later,  in  the  French  Revolution,, 
the  same  officer,  then  a  Vice^Admiml,  again  distinguished  himself  by 
his  bearing  in  face  of  great  odds,  Ininging  five  ships  safe  off,  out  of 
the  jaws  (rf  a  dosen.  It  illustirates  how  luck  seems  in  many  cases  to- 
characterise  a  man's  personality,  mucli  as  temperament  does.  Corn- 
wnllis,  familiarly  known  a«  "Rilly  Blue"  to  the  seamen  of  his  day, 
never  won  a  victor}',  nor  had  a  fliaiicc  of  winning'  oia-;  but  in  com- 
mand lx)th  of  shii)6>  and  of  division!!!,  he  repeatedly  disiinguished  him- 
self by  successfully  facing  odds  which  he  could  not  overcome. 

The  year  was  uneventful  also  in  European  waters,  after  Rodney'» 
rrilef  of  Gibraltar  in  January.  The  detachment  of  the  Channel 
Fleet  which  aecompanied  him  on  that  mission  returned  safely  to 
England.  The  **  Grand  Fleet,"  as  it  still  was  styled  occasionall}', 
cruised  at  sea  from  June  8th  to  August  18th,  an  imposing  force  of 
thirty-one  ships  of  the  line,  eleven  of  them  tlnve-deckers  of  90  guns 
and  upwards.  Admiral  Francis  Genrv  was  then  roinnianflcr-in-Chicf. 
hut,  his  liealth  failing,  and  liarrinj^luji  refu<in;^r  to  t.ike  the  position, 
tluough  professed  distrust  of  himself  and  aetual  thstrust  of  the 
Admiralty,  Vice^Adroiial  George  Darby  succeeded  to  it,  and  held  it 
during  the  year  1781. 

The  most  notable  maritime  event  in  1780  in  Europe  was  the  cap^ 
tuTB  on  Augrust  9th  of  a  large  British  convoy,  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  west  of  Cape  St  Vincent,  by  the  allied  fleets  from  Cadiz.  As 
out  of  sixty-three  sail  only  eight  escaped,  and  as  of  those  taken  six- 
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teen  were  carrying;  troops  and  supplies  necessarj'  for  the  West  India 
gurrisfHis,  such  a  disuster  rlaiins  mention  among  the  greater  o{H*ra- 
tions  vi  war,  the  kui  i  t  ss  of  whicli  it  cnnhl  not  fail  to  influence. 
Captain  John  Moutray,  the  oflicer  coniumnding  the  convoy,  was 
brought  to  trial  and  dtsmiaaed  lua  ship ;  but  there  wrae  not  wanting 
thoae  who  charged  the  misadventuFe  to  the  Admiralty,  and  saw  in 
the  captain  a  victim.  It  was  the  greatest  single  blow  Hiat  British 
comnierce  had  received  in  war  during  the  memory  of  m^  then 
living,  and  '*a  general  inclination  prevailed  to  lay  the  blame  ut>on 
some  individual,  who  might  1)e  punished  according  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  object,  rather  than  in  proportion  to  his  demerit."  ' 

Duiin^r  thp  y«'ar  1780  was  formed  the  League  of  the  Baltic 
I'oweis,  known  historically  as  the  Anned  Neutrality,  to  exact  from 
Great  Britain  the  concession  of  certain  points  thought  essential  to 
neutral  interests.  Tb»  accession  of  Holland  to  this  combination, 
together  with  o^er  motives  of  dissatisfaction,  caused  Oreat  Britain 
to  declare  war  against  the  United  Provinces  on  the  20th  of  Decent 
ber.  Orders  were  at  once  sent  to  the  Kaist  and  West  Indies  to  seize 
Dutch  possessions  and  ships,  but  these  did  not  issue  in  action  until 
the  fnllownnc^  year. 

Towartls  tlie  end  of  178u  i\\v  Kix-utli  (iovernment,  tlis.satisfied 
with  the  lark  of  results  from  the  inmieiihc  conibined  force  ilsjicniblcd 
in  Cadiz  during  the  summer  munilis,  decided  to  recall  its  shij^s,  and 
to  refit  them  during  the  winter  for  ^e  more  extensive  and  aggressive 
movements  planned  fw  the  campaign  of  1781.  D'Bstung  was  sent 
from  France  lor  the  purpose  $  and  under  his  command  thirty-eight 
ships  of  the  line,  in  which  were  included  those  1)rought  by  de  Guichen 
from  the  West  Indies,  sailed  on  the  7th  of  November  for  Brest 
Extmonliiuiiy  as  it  may  seem,  this  fleet  did  not  reach  its  port  until 
the  3jt1  of  January,  17^1. 

Ro<lney,  returnini^'  to  the  West  IiuUes  from  New  York,  reached 
Baib^dos  on  Deeemljcr  Gih,  1780.  There  he  seems  tii-st  to  liave 
Icanietl  of  the  disastrous  effects  of  the  great  October  hurricanes  of 
^t  year.  Not  only  had  several  ships  —  among  them  two  of  the 
line — been  wrecked,  with  the  loss  of  almost  all  on  board,  but  the 
greater  part  of  the  survivors  had  Iteen  dismasted,  wholly  or  in  part, 
as  well  as  injured  in  the  hull.  There  wei-c  in  the  West  Indies  no 
docking  facilities;  under-water  damage  could  repaired  only  by 
careening  or  heaving-down.  Furthermore,  as  Barbados,  St.  Lucia,  and 
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Jamaica,  all  had  been  swept,  their  supplies  were  mainly  rlestroyofl.' 
Antigua,  it  is  triip,  ha<l  escaped,  tla-  liurricane  jmssing  south  of  St. 
Kitts;  bill  liiHlnty  wiute  home  tUkit  ju»  stores  for  refitting  were 
obtiiinable  in  the  Caribbee  Islands.  He  was  hoping  then  that  Sir 
Peter  Parker  miglit  supply  hie  need»  in  part ;  for  when  writing 
St  Lucia  on  December  lOtii,  two  months  after  the  stonn,  he  stiU  was 
ignorant  that  the  Jamaica  Station  bad  suffered  to  the  full  as  severdy 
as  the  eaetem  islands.  The  fact  shows  not  merely  the  ordinary  slow- 
neis  of  communications  in  thoee  dajn,  but  also  the  paralysis  that  fell 
iirxm  all  movemente  in  consefiiu'noe  of  tliat  groat  (lisastfr.  "The 
uiuijt  l)eautiful  island  in  the  woiM,"  he  Siiid  of  Jiarbados,  "has  the 
appearance  of  a  country  laid  wiuste  by  fire  and  sword." 

Healing  that  the  fortUlcations  at  St.  Vincent  had  been  almost 
destroyed  by  the  huiricanet  Rodney*  in  combination  with  General 
Vanghan*  commanding  flie  troops  on  tiie  station,  made  an  attempt  to 
reconquer  the  isLmd,  landing  there  on  December  15th;  bot  the  intel- 
ligence proved  erroneous,  and  the  fleet  returned  to  St.  Lngia.  I  have 
only  nine  sail  of  the  line  now  with  me  capable  of  going  to  sea,"  wrote 
the  Admiral  on  the  22n(l.  "  and  not  rtnt'  of  tliem  has  spare  rigging  or 
sails."  In  the  course  of  Januarj-  lie  WJis  joined  by  a  division  of  eight 
shijis  of  the  line  from  Enffland,  nniler  the  conunand  of  Kear-Admiral 
Sir  Samuel  Hood.  Tliese,  witli  four  others  refitted  during  that 
month,  not  improhaUy  from  stores  brought  in  Hood's  CMivoy  of 
over  a  hundred  sail,  raised  the  disposable  force  to  twenty-one  ships 
of  the  line :  2  nineties,  1  eighty,  15  seventy-f oms,  and  8  sixty-fours. 

1  List  of  H.  M.  ship*  lost  in  the  hurricane  iu  the  West  Iiulic*  in  Octolwr,  1780, 
with  the  names  of  their  commaiulert,  such  of  the  latter  o&  peri«hed  being  indicated 
uitb  Ml  asteriak  (•).  Chiellj  from  Steel*«  'Xarj  Liat.'— W.L.C. 

Ships.  Ovim.  CoxifiiMDiitB. 


Stirling  Caatle 

Phomix 

Blwuht 

Ltturtt 

Andromeda 

IkatCMlt 

J}tat<-r^»  Prim 
Barbadot 

Entiowovr 

Fietor 


ThHnderrr 


U 
44 
4S 

ss 

M 
34 
«0 
1< 
14 
U 
14 
10 


Tom.  the  Hon.  R.  B.  Walsinghom.* 
Cnj.t.  Kobtrt  Bofla  Nicholas.* 
Cnpt.  Robert  CWrkrtt* 
Capt.  .Sir  Hy.l.'  Parker  (2). 
C*pt.  Saiaoal  Upfleb;.* 
CipL  ThoDHM  Lloyd.* 
Capl.  Henry  Bryne .• 

Capt.  Jamea  Hawldoa  (aftenrards  Whitabed). 
Capt  Samuel  Hood  Walkar.* 

Com.  John  .Xnriol  DnimmoiML* 
Com.  Kalph  Milbanke. 
Com.  Janm  Johnrtone.* 
I.iru'  FianeU  WooIdridgB. 
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On  the  27th  of  January,  an  express  arrived  from  England,  direct- 
ing the  seizure  of  the  Dutch  possessions  in  the  Caribbean,  and 
sixjcifying,  as  lirst  to  be  atUicked,  St.  Hustatius  and  St.  Martin,  two 
small  islands  lying  within  fifty  miles  north  of  the  British  St.  Kitt*!. 
St.  Eustatius,  a  n)cky  jjatch  six  miles  in  length  by  three  in  breadth, 
had  been  conspicuous,  since  the  war  began,  as  a  great  trade  centre, 
where  supplies  of  all  kinds  were  gathered  under  the  protection  of  its 
neutnil  flag,  to  be  distributed  afterwards  in  the  belligerent  islands 
and  the  North  American  continent.  The  British,  owing  to  their 
extensive  commerce  and  maritime  a[)titudes,  derived  from  such  an 
intermediar)-  much  less  benefit  than  their  enemies ;  and  the  island 
had  been  jealously  regarded  by  Rodney  for  some  time.  He  asserted 
that  when  de  Guichen's  fleet  could  not  regain  Fort  Royal,  l)eca\ise  of 
its  injuries  received  in  the  action  of  April  17th,  it  was  refitted  to  meet 
him  by  mechanics  and  materials  sent  from  St.  Eustatius.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  cordage  was  to  be  bought  for  the  British  vessels  after  the 
hurricanes  of  1780,  the  merchants  of  the  island,  he  8i\id,  alleged  that 
tliere  was  none  there ;  although,  when  he  took  the  i.sland  soon  after- 
wards, many  hundred  tons  were  found  that  had  been  long  in  stock. 

Rodney  and  Vaughan  moved  promptly.  Tlu^e  dtiys  after  their 
ordei-s  arrived,  they  sailed  for  St  Eustitius.  There  l)eing  in  Fort 
Royal  four  French  ships  of  the  line,  six  British  were  left  to  check 


COMMKMOUATIVE  MEDAL  OF  THE  CAITUUE  Or  ST.  KUSTATIUS  BY  HOSlSKY,  1781. 
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them,  and  on  the  3rd  of  Fcbniar)'  the  fleet  reached  its  destination.  A 
peremptory  summons  from  the  commander  of  a  dozen  ships  of  the 
line  secured  immediate  submission.  Over  a  hundred  and  fifty  mer- 
chant ships  were  taken  ;  and  a  convoy  of  thiiiy  sail,  which  had  left 
the  island  two  days  Ix'fore,  ^^•ns  pursued  and  brought  back.  The 
merchandise  found  was  valued  at  over  £3,000,000.  The  neighlK)ur- 
ing  islands  of  St.  Martin  and  Saba  were  seized  also  at  this  time. 
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Rodney's  imagiiuition,  as  is  sliowi  in  his  lettci"?!.  wns  greatly  im« 
pressed  bv  the  magnitude  of  the  i)rizc  and  In  tlie  dL-ft'iiLeiess  condi- 
tion of  his  capture.  He  alleged  tlusi'  ;is  the  inoiivrs  for  staying  in 
pei-son  ill  St.  Eusitiitius,  to  settle  the  eoniplicuted  tiuigle  of  neutral 
aiul  belligerent  rights  in  the  property  involved,  and  to  provide  against 
tho  enemy*8  again  possessing  himself  of  a  place  now  so  equipped  for 
transactions  harmfttl  to  Great  Britain.  The  storehonses  and  con- 
veniences piovided  for  the  partLcnlar  tia£Bc,  if  not  properly  guarded, 
were  like  fortifieatiotts  insuiricienUy  garrisoned.  If  they  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  they  became  sources  of  injury.  The  illicit 
traffic  cmild  start  again  at  once  in  full  force,  with  meaiw  which  else- 
where ^vlpuld  have  first  to  ^h?  created.  Thrn:  were  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  storcliHu:?cij  ill  the  lower  town,  he  said,  and  at  tlie  leiist  he  must 
leave  the:ie  roofless,  if  not  wholly  demolidied. 

For  each  reasons  he  remained  at  St.  Eustatius  thron^ioat  Fe1>- 
niary,  March,  and  ApriL  The  amount  of  mon^  involved,  and  the 
arbitrary  methods  puianed  by  him  and  by  Vaughan,  gave  rise  to 
much  .scandal,  which  was  not  dimintslied  by  the  King's  relinquishing 
all  the  lx>oty  to  the  captors,  nor  by  the  lattcrs'  professed  disinterest* 
edness.  Men  thouq-ht  tlic}-  difl  protest  too  much.  Meanwhile,  other 
matters  arose  to  claim  attention.  A  week  after  the  captiirc,  a  vessel 
anivetl  from  the  li.iy  of  Biscay  announcing  that  eight  or  ten  French 
sail  of  tlie  line,  with  a  large  convoy,  had  been  seen  on  the  31st  of 
December  steering  for  the  West  Indies.  Rodney  at  onee  detached 
Sir  Samuel  Hood  with  eleven  ships  of  the  line,  directing  him  to 
take  also  under  his  command  the  six  left  before  Fort  Royal,  and  to 
cruise  with  them  to  windwai-d  of  Jfartinique,  to  intercept  the  force 
reported.  Hood  sailed  February'  12th.  The  particular  int<dligence 
proved  afterwanis  t*^)  he  false,  but  Hood  was  continticd  on  this  duty. 
A  month  later  he  was  orileT*ed  to  inove  from  tlu-  windward  to  the  lee- 
ward side  t)f  tiie  island,  and  to  blockade  Fort  Royal  cl<tstlv.  Against 
tins  change  he  remonstialed,  and  tl»e  event  showed  him  to  be  right ; 
but  Rodney  insisted,  saying  that  from  his  experience  he  knew  that  a 
fleet  could  remain  olf  Fort  Royal  for  months  without  dropping  to  lee- 
ward, and  that  there  ships  detached  to  St.  Lucia,  for  water  and 
refreshments,  could  rejoin  before  an  enemy*8  fleet,  dkcovered  to 
windward,  could  come  up.  Hood  thought  the  Admiral*a  object  was 
merel}-  to  sludter  his  own  doings  at  St.  Eustiitius ;  and  lie  considered 
the  blockade  of  Fort  Royal  to  Ije  futile,  if  no  descent  ujjon  the  island 
were  intended.    ''It  would  doubtless  have  been  fortunate  for  the 
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public,"  lu;  rciiiMiki'd  aftenvanls,  "had  Sir  Geoi^jjc  hci'ii  willi  hi:s 
fleet,  as  I  am  conlitleut  he  would  Imve  bt;eu  to  windward  instead  of 
to  leeward,  when  de  Gra^e  made  Iuh  approach." 

The  prepiirations  of  the  French  in  Brest  were  completed  towards  the 
end  of  March,  and  on  the  22nd  of  that  month  Rear'Admiial  de  Grasae 
sailed,  having  a  large  convoy  under  the  protection  of  twenty^etx  ships 
of  thu  lino.  A  week  Liter  ^ix  of  the  latter  p;u-k'<l  cnmpany,  five  under 
Suffren  f<»r  the  East  Indies,  and  one  for  North  America*  The  remain- 
ing twenty  continue<l  their  rnurse  f  )r  Miu  tinirjne,  w]>ich  was  sighted 
on  the  2*^tli  nf  April.  Ileforc  sunset.  Hood's  stpiadron  aLso  "wa.s  dis- 
covered to  It'fwuril  (if  till'  island,  ii«  ordt-ri-d  liv  Uodney  to  rruis*,',  and 
off  the  soiulicrn  point,  —  Pointe  des  Salines.  De  Grasse  then  iiove-to 
for  the  night,  but  sent  an  officer  ashore  both  to  give  and  to  obtain  intel> 
ligencoj  and  to  reach  an  understanding  for  concerted  action  next  day* 

The  French  fleet  oonsiated  of  one  ship  of  110  guns,  8  eighties,  15 

aeventy-fours,  and  1  sixty-four,  in  all  20  of  the  line,  besides  tliree 

armed  en  jUU*^  which  need  not  be  Uikcn  into  account,  although  they 

8er>ed  to  cover  the  convoy.    Besides  these  there  were  the  four  in 

Fort  Knyal,  1  scventy-fottr  and  3  sixty-fours,  whose  junction  with  the 

approaeiiing  ciu  niy  it  was  one  of  Hood's  objects  to  prevent.  The  force 

of  the  IJritish  was  1  ninety,  1  eighty,  12  seventy-fours,  1  seventy,  and 

2  sixty-fours :  total,  17.^  Thus  botli  in  numbers  and  in  rates  of  ships 

1  List  uf  the  fleet  under  Rar-Admniil  Sir  8.  Hood,  Bart.,  on  Apnl  2»tb,  1781. 
diiefly  from  Be(U.s4^>n,  vi.  264,  and  Steel's  '  Navy  Liat/  Hilt  isdodM  the  64-gnil 
■hif^wbit  h  joined  from  St.  Lucia  :it  0.20  a  m  —  W.  L.  C 

Alfttd  74   Captain  WtUiiim  Bayneb 

Betttfuetee  M  Ciptiin  June*  Brim. 

Ald(h  "4    Cftptnin  <'harlp«i  Tlinmpwn. 

Invineibi*  7 4   Captain  Sir  Hiclmttl  liiekurtuii.  Bai  t. 

Mmank  74   Oaptain  Francis  lieynolds  (lau>r  F.  R.  Moreton). 

_    -  ^  J  Rfur-Ailtiiiml  Sir  S;.ium-l  Hood,  B»rt.  (B). 

(  Captain  Juhii  Kniglit  (-). 

TtrriHU  74    Captain  James  Ferguson. 

Prhtrrta  70    Capt.iin  Sir  Thomas  Ricli,  BirL 

AJ(LX  74    Caj>tain  John  Synions. 

JttMtuUom  74    CapUin  Ixinl  liobcrt  Uamwn. 

Mo.iltjgit  74    Captain  Jubn  HoultOO. 

„  ,  ^.  I  Rear  Adniinl  Fnnda  Samuel  Drake  (B). 

a^ralUtr  80  |  ^.^^^^^.^^  Knatchbull. 

C-^ihtitr  74  <  aptain  John  Kcsla  Plejdttll  Nott. 

j:„s'.^n  74  Cni>t.iln  Andrew  SntTierlind. 

r  .     If^ffltaM  64  Captain  Stnir  Doii^tlas  (1). 

Torhitt/  74  CapUin  John  L«wi«  Gidoin. 

Into-pi.l  64  Captain  Awrtiwiy  Jmuw  Pyo  Molloy. 

Shr(>-  >f,>iri/  74  Captain  Mwk  Robinson  (1). 

Lisard,  28,  a«  npeater.  JNeakmUu,  14,  as  nrpeat«r. 
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Hood  was  inferior  to  the  mftin  body  alone  of  the  French ;  but  he  had 
the  advantage  of  sliips  all  copi>ered,  owing  to  Rodney's  insistence 
with  the  Admimlty.   He  also  had  no  couvoy  to  worry  him;  but  he 

was  U)  leeward. 

Early  iu  lUe  luuruiiig  of  the  2!)tli,  de  (iriisse  advanced  to  round 
the  souUiem  point  of  the  island,  which  was  the  usual  course  for  sail* 
ing  ships.  Hood  was  too  far  to  leewaid  to  intercept  this  movement 


CHAIT  OP  PAftT  OP  TBB  WIKllWAAO  VSLKTtm. 


for  which  he  was  blamed  hy  Hndnpy,  who  claimed  that  tlie  night  had 
not  been  properly  utilised  by  bt-aling  to  windward  of  Pointe  des 
S.iliiies.^  Ho<hI,  on  the  other  hand,  said  in  a  private  letter :  "  I  never 
once  lost  sight  of  getting  to  windward*  but  it  was  totally  impossible. 
.  .  .  Had  I  fortunately  been  there,  I  must  have  brought  the  enemy 
to  close  action  upon  more  equal  terms,  or  they  must  have  given  up 

*  Bodne^  nid  tbst  Hood  "  lay^to  "  for  the  nigbt.  This  h  anteeedentlj  incredible 

of  ail  officer  of  Hooil's  chnmotor,  and  is  cxprtssly  contradicted  by  CapUiin  Sutherland 
of  the  UhmAI.  "  At  v.^i.  fuf  the  2Pth)  ..nr  ut  lar',;.-.l  (o  tlie  imitli,  and  hej>t  mov- 
ing across  the  buy  (Fort  iioyal)  for  thu  rii^iil  (if ),  in  line  of  battle.''  Kkius, '  Naval 
Battle^'  p.  186.  The  word  "  right "  is  c'^  idt^itly  a  misprint  for  **  aigbt."  Bodncgr'a 
criticianM  Mem  to  tbe  antbor  captiom  tbiougbotit. 
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their  transportB,  bade*  etc.'*  Hood's  sul36equeat  career  places  it  be- 
yond doubt  that  had  he  been  to  windward  there  would  have  been  a 
seyere  action,  whatever  the  result ;  but  it  is  not  possible  to  decide 

jMMiitively  l>et\veeii  his  statement  and  Rodney's,  luj  to  wlicre  the  fault 
of  being  to  leeward  lay.  The  writer  believes  tliat  Hood  would  have 
l)cen  to  windward,  if  in  an\  \\  ay  possible.  It  must  be  a(l(!ed  that  the 
British  lunl  no  woi-d  that  so  great  a  force  was  coming.  On  this  point 
ll(HjKi  and  liodney  are  agreed. 

Under  the  conditions,  the  French  passed  without  diihcuity  round 
Points  des  Saline8»  the  transports  hugging  the  coast,  and  the  ships  of 
war  being  outside  and  to  leeward  of  them.  Thus  they  headed  up  to 
the  northward  for  Fort  Royal  Bay  (Cut  de  Sac  Boyal),  Hood  stani^ 
to  &e  soutlnvaid  until  after  lO,  and  being  joined  at  9.20  by  a  sixty- 
four  (which  is  coTintetl  in  the  list  al»ove)  from  St.  Lucia,  making  his 
forcf  oiirliteen.  At  10..35  the  Britisli  tacked  together  to  the  north- 
ward. The  two  fleets  were  mnv  stct'riiinf  the  same  way,  the  Frencli 
van  abreast  of  the  British  centi\'.  At  11  tht-  French  opened  their  fil^^ 
to  which  no  reply  was  made  then.  At  11.20,  the  British  van  being 
close  in  with  the  shore  to  the  northward  of  tiie  Bay,  Hood  tacked 
again  together,  and  the  enemy,  seeing  his  convoy  secure,  wore,  also 
togetiier,  which  brought  the  two  lines  nearer,  heading  south.  At  this 
time  the  four  French  ^ipe  in  the  Bay  got  underway  and  essily  joined 
the  rear  of  their  fleet,  it  having  the  weather-gage.  The  French  were 
thus  24  to  18.  As  tlieir  shot  were  pissing  over  the  British,  the  latter 
now  iK'gan  to  reply.  At  noon  Hood,  finding  that  he  emild  not  close 
the  enemy,  sliortened  sail  to  topsails  and  hove-to,  hoping  by  this  defi- 
ance to  bring  them  down  to  hini.  At  12.30  the  French  admiral  was 
abreast  of  the  British  flagship,  and  the  action  l>ecanie  general,  but  at 
too  long  ninge.  "  Never,  I  believe,"  wrote  Hood,  **  was  more  powder 
and  shot  thrown  away  in  one  day  before."  The  French  continuing 
to  stand  on.  Hood  filled  his  sails  again  at  1  p  jc,  as  their  van  had 
stretched  beyond  his. 

As  the  leadiiiLT  shijis,  heading  south,  opened  the  channel  between 
St.  Lwcia  and  Martinique,  they  got  the  brt  e/e  fresher,  which  cause<l 
them  to  (Iniw  nway  from  tlio  centre.  Hood,  tliurefore,  at  l.Hl  made 
the  signal  for  a  close  order,  and  immediately  afterwards  ceased  lirinu', 
fin«ling  not  one  in  ten  of  the  enemy's  shot  to  reai  h.  Tiie  eiii^age- 
nient,  however,  continued  somewhat  longer  between  the  souihern 
ships,  where,  by  the  account  of  Captain  Sutherland,  who  was  in  that 
part  of  the  Itne^  four  of  the  British  were  attacked  very  smartly  by 
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eight  of  the  Frenc  h.  Tlie  Ccntanr,  L'i>s^^fl,  Intrepid,  and  Shrcwsbnr>/ 
apixjar  to  havf  in  cn  the  ships  tliat  sufVcnd  most  heavily,  either  in 
hull,  spaw,  or  erewa.  The)  were  all  in  the  van  ou  the  southern  tack. 
The  Euaa^  having  several  sliot  between  vnnd  and  water*  was  with 
difficulty  kept  efloat,  the  water  rising  OT^  the  platf crm  of  the  mega* 
tine.  Hood  sent  her  off  at  nightfall  to  SL  Eustatius,  where  die 
axrived  on  the  4th  of  May,  bringing  Kodney  the  first  newa  of  the 
action,  and  of  the  numbere  of  the  French  reinforcement  Daring  the 
30th  Hood  held  his  ground,  still  t  ndoavnnnnj^f  to  get  to  windward 
of  the  enemy",  hut  failing  in  that  attempt,  and  fin<ling  two  of  his 
squad  run  much  disahl»*d,  he  decided  at  sunset  to  bear  away  to  the 
uorihward,  because  to  tiie  southward  the  westerly  currents  set  so 
Strong  that  the  crippled  ships  could  not  regain  St  Lucia.  On  the 
11th  of  Maj,  between  St  Kitts  and  Antigua,  he  joined  Rodney,  whov 
after  hurried  repairs  to  the  Rmudl,  had  left  St  Euatatius  on  the  6th» 
with  that  ship,  the  BaMdmch,  and  the  Tritmph* 

It  is  Roniewluit  difficult  to  criticise  jK^itively  the  conduct  of  Hood 
and  of  de  Grasse  in  this  affair.  It  is  clear  that  Hood  on  the  first  day 
seriously  soujjht  action,  tliongh  his  force  ^vas  but  three-fourtlis  tlitit 
of  his  foe.  He  tried  lii-st  to  take  the  offensivi-,  and,  failing  tliat,  to 
induce  liiii  enemy  to  attack  frankly  and  decisively.  Troude  In  duubt- 
less  correct  in  saying  that  it  was  optional  witli  do  Grasse  to  bring  on 
a  general  engagement ;  and  the  writer  finds  himaelf  in  «^reement  also 
wiA  another  Freneh  authority.  Captain  Chevalier,  that  Count  de 
Grasae  seems  to  have  been  too  much  preoocuj^ed  with  the  safety  of 
li's  Dvoyon  the  29th,  Admiral  Hood  having  shown  himself  much 
less  circumqwot  on  that  day  than  he  was  on  the  next.  NotirithsUnd- 
ing  our  numerical  superiorit}'.  Count  de  Clras.se  kept  near  the  land 
until  all  the  convoy  were  safe."  lie  nprcsentii  Hood  fencing 
cautiously  on  the  follow  ing  day,  keepiug  on  the  iield,  but  avoiding  a 
decisive  encounter.  Tliis  differs  somewhat  from  the  version  of  Hood 
himself,  who  mentimiH  signalling  a  general  chase  to  windward  at  12.80 
P.  M.  of  the  80th.  The  two  statements  are  not  irreconeilaUe.  Hood, 
having  coppered  shape,  had  the  speed  of  the  French,  whose  veesek, 
being  partly  coppered  and  partly  not,  sailed  unevenly.  The  British 
commander  consequently  could  afford  to  take  risks,  and  he  therefore 
played  with  the  enemy,  watching  for  a  chant  e.  Hood  was  an  officer 
of  exceptional  capacity,  much  in  advance  of  his  time.  He  thomughly 
un<lerstood  a  wateliin^j:  game,  and  that  an  opportunity  niiglit  <jlTer  to 
seize  an  advantage  over  [Kirt  of  the  enemy,  if  tlie  eagerness  of  pursuit. 
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or  any  mishap,  caused  the  French  to  separate.  From  any  dilemma 
that  f  iTsited,  the  reserve  of  s]M^ed  fjave  him  a  power  of  wiUKlrawal,  in 
reh  iiii,'  upon  wluch  lie  ;vas  riirht.  The  present  writer  adopts  here  also 
Ciievuliei'si  cuucliuiiuu :  "  Ailuiii-iii  ilood  evidently  liad  the  very  great 
advantage  over  his  enemy  oi  commanding  a  sqaadnni  of  coppered 
8hix)s.  NeTerthekfliit  homage  is  due  to  liis  skill  and  to  the  confidetiee 
shown  tiy  him  in  his  eaptaina.  If  some  of  his  ships  had  dropped 
behind  tiirough  injuries  received,  he  would  have  had  to  sacrifice  tbenit 
or  to  fight  a  superior  force."  This  means  that  Hood,  for  an  adequate 
gain  ran  a  great  risk ;  that  he  thoroughly  understood  both  the  advan- 
tages and  the  disadvantages  of  his  situation;  and  that  he  acted  not 
only  with  great  skill,  hut  warily  and  })oldly,  —  a  rare  combination. 
The  British  loss  iu  this  uffair  waa  ^JiJ  killed,  including  Captain  Nott, 
of  the  Centaur^  and  1G2  wounded.  The  French  loss  is  given  by  Cheva- 
lier as  18  killed  and  56  wounded}  bjr  Bealson,  as  119  killed  and  150 
wounded. 

Rodney,  having  oollectod  his  fleet»  proceeded  soulh,  and  on  the  18th 

of  May  put  into  Barbados  for  w.it<  r.  Much  anxiety  had  been  felt  at 
first  for  St.  Lucia,  which  Hood's  retreat  had  uncovered.  As  was 
feared,  the  French  had  attacked  it  at  oiiec,  their  fleet,  with  the  excejv 
tion  of  i»ne  or  two  ships,  going  there,  and  1,200  troojKS  landing,'  at  Gros 
Ilet  Bay;  but  the  batteries  on  Pigeon  Island,  wliieii  Rodney  had 
erected  and  manned,  kept  them  at  arms'  length.  The  works  elsewhere 
being  found  too  strong,  the  attempt  was  abandoned. 

At  the  same  time,  two  ships  of  the  line  and  1,800  troops  had  sailed 
from  Martinique  i^wnst  Tobago.  When  de  Gnsae  returned  from  the 
failure  at  St.  Lucia,  he  learned  that  the  British  were  at  sea,  ajjparently 
bound  for  Barlxulos.  Alarmed  for  his  detachment  Ijefore  Tobago,  he 
again  sailed  witii  tlie  fleet  for  that  island  on  the  2')t}i  of  May,  accom- 
panied by  3,000  more  tro<»p8.  Kodney  learned  at  liailnulos  of  the 
attempt  on  Toliagn,  and  oit  the  ■29th  dispatched  a  squadron  of  six  sail 
of  the  line,  under  liear-Adminil  Francis  Samuel  Drake,  to  support 
the  defence.  On  the  following  day  he  heard  that  the  French  main 
fleet  had  been  seen  to  windward  of  St.  Lucia,  steering  south,  evi- 
dently for  Tobago.  On  the  80th  also  Drake  and  de  Gnuse  encountered 
one  another  off  the  latter  island,  the  French  \mvx^  to  leeward,  nearest 
the  land.  Drake  necessarily  retired,  and  on  the  morning  of  June  3rd 
was  n^nin  off  Barl>ados,  whereupon  Kodney  at  once  sailed  for  Tobago 
with  the  whole  fleet.  On  the  t!ie  island  was  siclitfd,  and  next 
rooming  infonnation  was  received  tiuit  it  iiad  capitulated  on  the  2nd. 
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The  two  fleets  xetarning  north  were  in  presence  of  one  another  on 

the  Uth ;  but  no  engagement  took  place.  Rodn(^|  who  was  to  wind- 
\^■alxl,  having  twenty  sail  to  twenty-three,^  was  unwilling  to  attack 
unless  he  could  get  a  clear  sea.  Tlie  strength  of  the  currents,  he 
said,  would  throw  liis  fleet  too  far  to  Ucwiud,  in  case  of  reverse,  into 
the  foul  ground  between  St.  Vincent  and  Grenada,  thus  exjnising 
Barbados,  which  had  not  i-ecovered  sufficiently  from  the  hurricane 
to  stand  alone.  He  put  into  Barbados,  and  de  Grasse  went  to  Mar- 
tinique to  prepare  the  expedition  to  the  American  continent,  which 
resulted  in  the  surrender  of  Comwallis.  On  the  5th  of  July  he  sailed 
from  Fort  Royal,  fciking  with  him  the  "  tnule  "  for  France,  and  on 
the  26th  anchored  with  it  at  Cap  Francois,  where  he  found  a  division 
of  four  shijis  of  the  line  wliic  li  liad  Ixon  left  the  year  before  by 
de  Gnichen.  'Inhere  also  was  a  frigate,  which  had  left  liosttm  on 
the  20th  of  June,  and  by  which  he  received  dispatchcis  irctm  Wash- 
ington, and  fi-om  Roclianibeau,  the  geneml  connnanding  the  French 
troops  in  America.  These  acquainted  him  with  the  state  of  afi'auM 
on  the  continent,  and  requested  that  the  fleet  should  come  to  either 
the  Cbeaapealce  or  New  York,  to  strike  a  decisive  blow  at  the  British 
power  in  one  quarter  or  the  other. 

It  is  expedient  here  to  resume  the  thread  of  events  on  the  con- 
tinent. 

It  has  lje*'n  saiil  that,  to  supjiort  the  openitions  of  Comwallis  in 
the  Carolina^,  (  liiUtui  liad  Innrun  a  series  of  diversions  in  the  vallev 
of  the  James  Kiver.  The  lirst  det^ichment  so  sent,  under  (.ieneral 
Leslie,  had  been  transferred  speedily  to  South  Carolina,  to  meet  Uie 
exigencies  of  Comwallls^s  campaign.  The  second,  of  1,600  troops 
under  Benedict  Arnold,  left  New  York  at  the  end  of  December,  and 
began  its  work  on  the  banks  of  the  James  at  the  endof  Jonuar}',  1781* 
It  advanced  to  Richmond,  nearly  a  Imndred  miles  from  the  si  a.  nast- 
ui<^  till-  fountr)'  round  about,  and  finding  no  opposition  adequate  to 
cliLi  k  it^  fn'L'<1oni  of  movement.  liptnmintj  down  stream,  on  the 
20th  it  occupied  Porisniouili,  south  of  the  Jaiues  River,  near  the  sea, 
and  valuable  as  a  naval  .sUition. 

Washington  urged  Commo<lore  des  Touches,  who  by  de  Temay's 
dttktii  had  be^  left  in  command  of  the  French  squadron  at  Newport, 
to  interrupt  lliese  proceedings,  by  dis[)atching  a  strong  detachment 
to  Chesapeake  Bay ;  and  he  asked  Rochambeau  also  to  let  some  troops 
1  One  Fnnch  <bip  bad  left  the  (iMt,  dUobleO. 
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accompany  the  naval  divistont  to  support  the  acanly  force  wMcb  he 
himselif  could  spare  to  Virgiiiia.  It  happened,  however,  that  a  gale 
wind  just  then  bad  inflicted  severe  injury  upon  Arbutlmot's  aq^uad- 
ron,  three  of  which  had  gone  to  sea  from  Ciurdiner's  Bay  upon  a  report 
that  three  French  Hhij*  of  the  Hne  had  left  Newport  to  meet  an  ex- 
pected convoy.  One  seventy-four,  the  Bedford,  was  wholly  dismasted } 
another,  the  Cnlloden,  CapUvin  George  T^alfour,  drove  ashore  on  Long 
Island,  and  was  wrecked.  The  Fn  lu  h  ships  had  returned  to  port  the 
tlay  before  the  gale,  hut  the  incident  indisposed  des  Touches  to  risk 
his  vessels  at  ma,  at  that  tune.   He  sent  only  a  sixty -ioui,  with  two 
frigates.    These  left  Newport  on  February  9th,  and  entered  the 
Chesapeake,  bat  were  unable  to  reach  the  British  vease^,  which,  being 
smaller,  withdrew  up  the  Elizabeth  River.  Arbutluiot,  hearing  of  this 
expedition,  scnl  nnlors  to  some  frigates  off  Charleston  to  go  to  the 
scene.  Tlie  French  division,  when  leaving  the  Bay,  met  one  of  these, 
the  Jiomulus,  44,  Captain  G  eorge  Gayton,  off  the  Capes,  captured  her,and 
returned  to  Newport  on  f Cbiuary  2oth.    On  the  8th  of  March,  Arnold 
reported  to  Clinton  tluit  tiie  Chesaijcuke  was  clear  of  French  vessels. 

On  the  same  day  Arhutlmot  also  was  writing  to  Clinton,  fi-om 
Gardiner's  Bay,  that  the  French  were  evidently  prexxiring  to  (]uit 
Newport.  His  utmost  diligence  had  foiled  as  yet  to  repair  entirely 
the  damage  done  his  squadron  by  the  storm,  but  on  the  9th  it  was 
ready  for  sea.  On  the  evening  of  the  8th  tlie  French  had  sailed. 
On  the  lOtli  Arbuthnot  knew  it,  an*l.  liaving  taken  the  precaution  to 
move  down  to  the  entrance  of  the  hay.  lit^  was  able  to  follow  at  once. 
On  th(.-  l;'tli  hp  spnke  a  vessel  which  had  seen  the  enemy  and  ;j[ave 
him  ilieir  course.  Favoured  by  ii  stKnii^f  north-west  wind,  and  his 
ships  being  coppeivd,  he  outstripped  the  Fi  ench,  only  three  of  wliich 
had  copper  on  tiiem.  At  6  A.1I.  of  the  16th  the  latter  were  reported 
by  a  frigate  to  be  astern — to  the  north-east —  about  a  league  i^tant, 
a  thick  haze  inventing  the  British  from  seeing  them  even  at  that  dis- 
tance (A  A).*  Cape  Henry,  the  southern  point  of  the  entrance  to  the 
Chesapeake,  then  bore  south-west  by  west,  distant  forty  miles.  The 
wind  as  stated  bv  Arlmthnot  was  west;  bv  tlic  Frciudi,  south-west. 

Tile  British  admiral  at  once  went  about,  stoeiinif  in  tlie  direction 
reported,  and  the  ojiposing  sqiiadrnns  soon  siL,dited  one  aiiollier. 
The  lirilish  Ixjing  between  tiiem  and  ilieir  poit,  the  French  hauled 
to  the  wind,  which  shifted  between  8  and  9  to  north  by  west,  putting 
them  to  windward.  Some  preliminaxy  manoeuvres  then  followed,  both 

>  BefeKDce  i«  to  Mabtm'k  "  Influence  of  Sra  Pbwer  Upon  Hiatoiy,"  Plate  XII. 
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parties  seeking  tLe  \veat)ier-gage.  The  weather  remained  tkick  and 
sqnally,  often  inter('<'i)tiug  the  view,  and  the  wind  continued  to  shift 
until  towards  noon,  when  it  seitk-d  at  north-east.  Tlie  letter  sailing, 
or  the  l)etter  seamanship,  of  thf  British  had  t-nahled  tliein  to  p\\n  so 
far  upon  their  opponents  that  at  1  p.m.  they  were  laying  nearly  up  in 
their  vake,  on  Uie  pott  tack,  overkauling  tliem ;  both  squadrons  in 
line  of  hattle,  heading  east-south-eaatt  the  French  beaiing  from  tbdr 
punuers  east  by  soath,  —  one  point  on  the  weatiier  bow  (B  B).^  The 
wind  was  rising  with  squalK  so  that  the  shipa  lay  over  well  to  their 
canvas,  and  the  aea  was  getting  hig. 

As  the  enemy  now  was  threatening  his  rear,  and  had  the  speed  to 
overtake,  des  Touches  felt  it  neces.sary  to  resort  to  the  usual  pcirr}*  to 
such  a  thrust,  hy  wearing  hin  squadron  and  passing  on  the  other  tack. 
This  could  be  done  together,  reversing  the  order,  or  in  succession  ; 
depending  much  upon  the  distance  of  the  enemy.  Having  room 
enough,  dea  Touchea  choae  the  latter,  but,  iis  fighting  was  ineTitable« 
he  decided  also  to  utilise  the  manosuvre  by  suirendering  the  weather- 
gage,  and  psanng  to  leeward.  The  advantage  of  this  coune  was  that, 
with  the  existing  sea  and  wind,  and  the  inclination  of  the  shiiis,  the 
party  that  had  the  op]KHieaton  his  weather  side  ooold  open  the  lower 
deck  ports  and  tise  those  guns.  There  was  thus  a  great  ijicrease  of 
battery  power,  for  the  lower  guns  were  the  hKaviest.  De.s  Touches 
accordingly  put  his  helm  up,  hLs  line  passing  in  succession  to  (he 
south waitl  (c),  across  the  head  of  the  advaneing  British  column,  and 
then  hauling  up  so  as  to  run  parallel  to  the  latter,  to  leeward,  with 
the  wind  four  points  firee. 

Arbuthnot  accepted  the  position  offered,  stood  on  as  he  was  until 
nearly  abroast  of  the  French,  and  at  2  p*ic.  made  fhe  signal  to  wear. 
It  does  not  appear  certainly  how  tliis  was  executed ;  but  from  the 
expression  in  the  official  report,  "the  van  of  the  squadron  wore  in 
the  line,"  and  from  the  fact  that  the  shi{)s  which  led  in  the  attack 
were  thosi'  whieh  were  leading  on  tlie  port  tack,  —  tlie  taek  In'fore 
tlie  signal  w  as  made.  —  it  st'Cius  likely  lliat  the  movement  was  inaile 
in  succession  <^a).  The  whole  squadion  then  stood  down,  hut  with 
the  customary  result.  The  ships  in  the  van  and  centre  were  all 
engaged  by  2.30,  so  Arbuthnot  ktates ;  but  the  brunt  of  the  action 
had  already  fallen  upon  the  three  leaduig  vessels,  which  got  the  first 
raking  fire,  and,  as  is  also  usual,  came  to  closer  action  than  those 
which  followed  them  (C).  They  therefore  not  only  lost  meet  heavily 

>  Beference  it  to  liatuui*s  "  loiluenoe  of  Sm  Power  Upon  Hutotr,"  Plato  XII. 
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in  men,  but  also  were  so  damaged  aloft  as  to  be  crippled.  The  Britiah 
Vice-Admiml,  keeping  the  signal  for  the  line  flyii^i  aud  not  hoisting 
that  for  close  action,  appears  to  Imve  caused  a  movement  of  indecision 
in  the  squadron,  —  an  evidence  again  of  tlie  hold  whicli  the  line  then 
still  had  u{K)n  ineii's  mimls.  Ot"  this  tics  TducIk's  i  level ly  availed 
himself,  by  ordering  his  shi[>s  to  wear  iu  succLssion.  The  French 
column  filed  by  the  three  disabled  British  vessels  (d),  gave  them  their 
bxoodridee  one  by  one,  and  then  hauled  ofiF  to  the  eastward,  quit  ting 


AanvraKOT  axd  ,pw  touch  e«. 


the  field  (D).  Aibuthnofc  nude  signal  to  wear  in  pursuit,  but  the 
JMkist  and  ^ndenl,  tiro  of  the  van  ships,  were  now  wholly  un> 
manageable  from  the  concentration  of  fire  upon  them  caused  by  des 
Tonehes'a  last  movement  {  and  the  maintopsail  yard  of  the  Londm^ 
the  only  British  three-decker,  had  lieen  shot  away.  Tlie  r  liasc  there- 
fore was  abandoned,  and  the  squadron  put  into  Chesn]>r  ikc  Ba)%  for 
which  the  wind  was  fair  (D).  The  French  returned  to  New  port.  The 
respective  losses  in  men  were :  British,  30  killed,  73  wounded ;  French, 
72  killed,  112  wounded. 
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Both  sides  had  eight  siiips,  besides  smaller  craft,  iu  this  encount«. 
Froui  the  table  '  given  l>elow  it  is  evident  (bat  the  advantage  in  force 
was  distinctly  with  tlie  I'ritish.  For  tin's  reason,  i>ni!)al)l\',  the  action 
M'as  considered  iMirticularly  distri'ditahle  by  con  tern  jx)iBrie8,  and  the 
imnv  so  Ijecause  several  vessels  did  lu  >t  eiif^age  closely,  —  a  fault  laid  to 
the  Vice-Adiuuai  s  failure  to  luakc  the  signal  for  close  action,  hauling 
down  that  for  the  line.  This  criticiam  ia  interestuig,  for  it  indicates 
how  men*s  minds  were  changing ;  and  it  shows  also  that  Arbathnot 
had  not  changed,  bat  still  lived  in  the  middle  of  the  centary*  The 
French  commodore  displayed  very  considerable  tsotieal  sldU;  his 
squadron  was  liandled  neatly,  quickly,  and  with  precision.  With 
inferior  force  he  carried  off  a  decided  advantage  by  sheer  intellig^Kce 
and  good  management.  Uidnckily,  he  failed  in  resolution  to  pui-sne 
his  advautas^'c.  Had  he  peniisted,  he  doubtless  ooold  liave  controlled 
tlie  Chesiiix-iike. 

His  neglect  to  do  so  was  justified  by  Commodore  de  Ban-as,  wlio 
on  the  10th  of  May  arrived  in  Newport  from  Fnince  to  command  the 
squadron.  This  officer,  after  pointing  out  the  indispntaUe  tactical 
success,  continued  thus :  — 

"As  to  tlie  adTantage  vhioli  the  Engliah  obtained,  in  fnlfilling  their  object^ 

that  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  thi  ii  mijh  i  iority,  and,  still  more,  of  their  purely 
defetuiive  attitude.  Ilua  prineiple  in  war  that  one  $hould  risk  mttcA  lo  defend  one'i 
9IBR  pa$itittittt  <DMf  vfj  ^  attack  dwt»  tif  ih»  cixny.  If.  dea  Touebea,  wImmb 
object  vn»  puiely  oSenaiTe,  could  and  ahrndd,  when  the  ennny  oppoeed  to  him 


>  Liil  uf  the  British  nud  French  aquadruiiei  m  the  action  of  March  16tb,  1781. 
The  Brituh  list  gives  Arhntbnotf'e  line  of  hattle  ;  the  Amaiea  to  lead  with  the  itar- 
boanl,  an<l  the  ifio6iiil  with  the  larboaid  tadu  on  boaid.  Beataon,  vt.  S73(coReeted)> 
—  W.L.C. 
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superior  forces,  reiiounrc  a  proji>ct  which  could  no  longer  .suctwd,  unless,  cotUrartj 
to  all  probaliiiiiy,  it  ended  not  oniy  in  beating,  but  also  iu  dealroyinQ  entirdy,  that 
superior  sqaBdron." 

This  exaltation  of  the  defensive  alxive  the  offensive,  this  despair- 
ing view  of  pi-obabilities,  this  avej-sion  fiom  liskii,  go  far  to  exphiin 
tile  Fienoh  want  at  succew  in  tbis  war.  No  matter  how  badly  the 
enemy  wae  thrashed,  unless  he  were  entirely  destroyed,  he  was  still  a 
fleet  **in  beii^,**  a  paralysing  factor. 

The  retreat  of  des  Touches  and  the  coming  of  Arhuthnot  restored 
to  the  British  the  command  of  Chesapeake  Bay.  Clinton,  as  soon  aa 
ho  knew  that  the  two  8quadron.s  had  sailed,  had  sent  off  a  reinforce- 
nuMit  of  2,000  troops  for  Arnold,  under  General  Phillips.  These 
arrived  «*n  March  2Gth  in  Lynnhaven  Hay,  and  tlu-nf  i'  proLcrded  at 
once  to  Turtsuiouth,  Virginia.  It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  of  tlie 
various  operatioiis  of  this  land  force.  On  the  dth  of  May,  in  conae* 
quenoe  of  letters  reeeived  from  Gomwallis,  it  moved  to  Petetsbnig. 
There  on  the  18th  Phillips  died,  the  command  reverting  mcnnentarily 
to  Arnold.  On  the  20th  Comwallis  joined,  and  Arnold  soon  after 
returned  to  New  York. 

Comwallis  now  had  with  him  a1x)ut  7,000  trooi)s,  including  the 
txanisnn  ut  Pnrfc^innuth  ;  but  a  serious  difference  of  opinion  existed 
l>etween  Iniii  and  C  lintoii,  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The  Litter  had 
begun  the  cuiu|ue8t  of  South  Carolina,  and  he  did  not  welcome  the 
conclusion  of  his  lieutenant  that  the  conquest  could  not  be  main- 
tained, away  bom  the  seaboard,  unless  Viiginia  also  were  subdued; 
for  from  the  latter,  a  lieh  and  populous  region,  men  and  supplies 
supported  tfie  American  cause  in  iSt»  south.  Comwallis  had  tested 
the  asserted  8treii<rth  of  the  Royalisti  in  the  Carolina.s,  and  had  found 
it  ^vanting.  Offensive  o{>eration8  in  Virginia  were  what  he  wished ; 
hut  Clinton  did  not  approve  this  project,  nor  feel  that  he  could  s])iirc 
troops  enough  for  the  purpose.    Between  OctolH  i.  ;ni(l  June, 

1781,  ho  saitl,  7,724  effectives  had  Ixicu  .scut  iruui  xv'ew  VtJik  to 
the  Chesapeake ;  and  he  could  not  undei'stiind  the  failiu'e  to  cut  off 
the  greatly  inferior  force  of  the  enemy  in  Virgiiua.  "nus  at  least  did 
not  indicate  probable  success  for  a  renewed  offensive.  The  garrison 
of  New  York  was  now  short  of  11,000,  and  could  not  be  diminished 
further,  as  he  was  tlu-eatened  with  a  siege.  In  short,  the  British 
position  in  America  had  become  essentially  false,  by  the  concurring 
effect  of  insMftlcieiit  force  :iiul  ex-<-entric  —  double  —  operations.  Sent 
to  conquer,  tlieir  nunibera  now  were  so  divided  that  they  could  barely 
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maintain  the  defensive.  ComwuUiB  therafore  was  ordered  to  occtt{iy 
ft  defensive  poeition,  whuli  .sLouM  control  ananehorage  for  ships  of 
the  line,  aud  to  strengthen  hiuiself  in  it.    After  some  ilLscussion, 

whii  h  rfveak'd  ftirtiuT  disacfrecmrnt,  he  ]il;icefl  himself  at  Yorktown, 
till  tlie  pt'iiiiisula  foniiL-il  liy  iIr'  Jauies  and  York  rivera.  Portsmouth 
WiUi  evacuated,  the  <,niM  isoa  leaching  Yorktowii  on  the  22nfl  of  August. 
Comwallis  s  I'oice  was*  then  7,000  ti'oops ;  aiid  tlicie  were  with  liim 
besides  about  a  thousand  seamni,  belonging  to  some  balf-doEen  small 
vesselSi  vhich  had  been  shut  up  in  the  York  by  the  coming  of  the 
French  fleet. 

On  the  2itd  of  July  Arbuthnot  sailed  for  Ei^land,  leaving  the 

command  at  Xew  Yoik  to  Keap-Admiral  Thomas  Graves  (2).  The 
latter  on  the  same  day  ^vTote  to  Ro<lney,  hy  the  hrig  Active,  that  inter- 
cepted dispatclu'.s  of  the  enemy  had  revealed  that  a  large  tlivision 
from  the  West  Indies  was  to  arrive  <>n  the  American  coast  during 
the  summer,  to  co-openite  with  the  force  already  in  Newport.  Itodney, 
on  the  other  liaud,  dispatched  to  New  York  on  the  7tli  the  Swallow 
sloop,  16,  vitlk  word  that,  if  he  sent  rmnforeemente  from  the  West 
Indies,  they  would  be  ordered  to  make  the  Capes  of  the  Chesapeake,  and 
to  oosst  thence  to  New  York.  He  asked,  therefore,  that  cruiseis  with 
information  might  be  stationed  along  that  route.  Two  days  later, 
having  then  certain  news  that  de  Grasse  had  sailed  for  Cap  Francois, 
he  sent  the  intelligenee  t<»  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker  at  Jamaica, 
and  gave  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Sanuiel  Hood  preparatory  ordei-s  to  com- 
mand a  reiiifuroement  <iestiaod  for  the  continent.  Thw,  however,  wa.H 
limited  in  numbers  to  fifteen  sail  of  the  line,  Rodney  being  misled  by 
his  int^illigence,  which  gave  fourteen  ships  as  the  size  of  the  French 
division  having  the  same  destination,  and  which  reported  tiiat  de  Grssse 
himself  wonld  convoy  the  trade  from  Gap  Frsn^ois  to  France.  On  die 
24tli  instructions  were  issued  for  Hood  to  proceed  on  this  duty.  He 
was  first  to  convoy  the  Jamaica  trade  as  far  as  the  passages  between  Cuba 
and  Haiti,  and  thence  to  make  the  utmost  speed  to  the  Chesapeake. 
A  false  report,  of  French  sliijw  n'urhing  Martinique  from  Europe, 
slightly  delayed  tliis  luoveineiit.  The  convoy  was  disj>atehed  to 
Jamaica  witii  two  shipsi  o£  the  line,  wliich  Sir  Peter  I'arker  was 
tUrected  to  send  at  once  to  America,  and  re<iue8ted  to  reinforce 
with  otbets  from  his  own  squadron.  Hood  was  detained  until  the 
report  could  be  verilied.  On  the  1st  of  August  Rodney  sailed  for 
England  on  leave  of  absence.  On  the  10th  Hood  left  Antigua 
with  fourteen  sliips  of  the  line,  direct  for  the  Capes.  He  bad 
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alreiOdy  received,  on  the  3r(l,  Graves's  letter  hy  the  Artiri\  wliich 
he  sent  back  on  the  Olh  with  his  answer  and  with  a  uutitication 
of  his  speedy  departure. 

The  Swallow  and  the  Active  should  have  reached  Graves  before 
Hood  J  but  nether  got  to  him  at  all.  The  SwaUtnot  Coinmaii* 
der  Thomas  Wella,  amved  safely  in  New  York  on  the  27th  of 
July;  but  Gravea  had  eailed  with  all  his  aquadnm  on  the  2t8t»  for 
Boston  Bay,  hoping  there  to  intercept  an  expected  oonvoy  from 
France,  concei-ning  wliich  a  special  caution  had  been  sent  him  b(y'  the 
Admiralty.  The  sloop  was  at  once  sent  on  by  the  senior  naval 
officpf,  hilt  was  p.ttacked  by  hostile  vessels,  forced  ashore  on 
Lmig  Island,  tind  lost.  The  Active  was  caittnifd  before  she  reacdied 
New  York.  Graves,  in  happy  ignorance  ol  the  momentous  crisis 
approaching,  continued  cruising  until  the  16tli  of  August,  when 
he  returned  to  Sandy  Hook.  There  be  found  the  duplicates  of 
the  SwaUovft  letters,  but  they  only  notified  him  of  the  oonise  a 
reinforcement  would  tske»  not  tliat  Hood  had  started.  On  August 
2oth  the  latter,  being  then  off  tlie  Chesapeake,  sent  duplicates  of 
the  ActiveX  dispatches,  hut  these  preceded  by  little  his  own  arrival 
on  the  28th.  That  evening  news  wjis  received  in  New  York  that 
de  Bamis  had  sailed  from  Newport  ou  the  2otli,  with  his  whole 
<livi8ion.  Hood  anchored  outside  the  >Iook,  where  Graves,  who 
was  the  senior  officer,  undertook  to  join  liim  at  once.  On  the  3l8t 
five  sail  of  the  line  and  a  fifty^gun  ship,  all  liiat  could  be  got 
ready  in  time,  crossed  tbe  bar,  and  the  entire  body  of  nineteen 
ships  of  the  Ime  started  at  once  for  the  Chesapeake,  whither  it 
was  now  understood  that  both  the  French  fleet  and  the  united 
armies  of  Washington  and  Kochainl)eau  were  hurrying. 

Count  de  Grasse  upon  his  arrival  at  Cap  Francois  had  found 
that  many  ihinj^^s  miust  l>e  dune  lielure  he  couitl  sad  lur  the  eon- 
tinent.  Measures  needed  to  Iw  taken  for  the  secuiity  of  Haiti; 
and  a  large  sum  of  money,  with  a  considerable  i-eiiiforeeiaeat  of 
troops,  was  required  to  insure  the  success  of  the  projected  operation, 
for  which  but  a  short  time  was  allowed,  as  it  was  now  August  and 
he  must  be  again  in  the  West  Indies  in  October.  It  was  not  the 
least  among  the  fortunate  eoncuirences  for  the  Amerii»n  cause  at 
that  moment,  that  de  Grasse,  whose  military  capacity  w;i»  not  con- 
spicuous, showed  then  a  remarkable  energy,  politic  tact,  and  breadth 
of  view.  He  decided  to  take  witfi  Inin  even'shi]>  he  could  e<nnmand, 
postponing  the  Siiiling  of  tlie  convoys ;  and  by  dexterous  an-augemeat 
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with  the  Spaniards  he  contrived  to  secure  both  the  funds  required 
and  an  efUcient  coqis  of  B,;lou  French  troops,  without  stri2>ping 
Haiti  too  closely.  On  the  5th  of  ^Vui^iist  lie  left  Cap  Francois.  Avith 
twenty-eight  ships  of  iliu  line,  taking  the  rnuie  tiirniig^h  llii'  ( )1<1 
Bahama  Channel,'  and  anchored  in  Lymihavtiii  iiuy,  just  within  iht 
entrance  of  the  Chesapeake,  on  the  80thf  the  day  before  GniTes  sailed 
from  New  York  for  the  sanie  place.  The  troops  were  landed  inatantlj 
on  the  aouth  side  of  the  Jamee  River,  and  soon  reached  La  Fayette* 
who  commanded  the  forces  so  far  opposed  to  ComwalliS)  which  were 
thus  nused  to  8,000  men.  At  the  same  time  Washington,  haTing 
thrown  Clinton  off  his  guard,  was  crossiiiL:  the  Delaware  on  his  way 
south,  with  tLdOO  it'Cfiilar  troops,  l2.00()  Anicriran  and  1,000  Friauli, 
to  j<nn  La  Fayette.  Frcru  h  cruisers  took  jiosition  in  tiie  James  Kiver, 
to  prevent  Coniwallis  from  ciTissiuR-,  and  esLa])iiii,^  to  the  soutlnvaitl 
into  Carolina.  Others  were  sent  to  close  the  mouth  of  the  York. 
By  these  detachments  the  maha.  fleet  was  reduoed  to  twenl^fovr  sail 
of  the  line. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  at  8  A.1C.,  the  Flrench  look-out  frigMe, 
cruising  outeide  Cape  Henxy,  made  the  signal  for  a  fleet  ateering  for 
the  Bay.   It  was  hoped  at  first  that  this  was  de  Barras's  squadron 

from  Newport,  known  to  l>e  on  its  way,  but  it  was  soon  evident  frora 
tilt*  nnmlK^rs  that  it  must  Ix)  an  enemy.  The  forces  now  alniut  to  l»e 
opjiost'd.  ninL'tct'ii  British  sail  of  the  line  to  twenty-four  Kiem  h.  were 
consititutc  (1  as  fallows:  Hritinh.  2  ninety-eights  (threcHUckti^^ ;  12 
seven ty-fom-s,  1  scvunty,  4  .sixly-foui-s,  besides  frigates;^  French^  1 
one  hundred  and  four  (three-decker),*  8  eighties,  17  seventy-fours, 
8  sixty-fours. 

The  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  is  about  ten  miles  wide,  from  Cape 
Charles  on  the  north  to  Cape  Henry  on  the  south.  The  main  chan- 
nel is  1)etween  the  latter  and  a  shoal,  three  miles  to  the  northward, 
called  the  Middle  Ground.  The  British  fleet,  when  the  French  were 
first  seen  from  it,  was  steering  south-west  for  the  entrance,  niidrr 
foresails  and  topgallant  sails,  and  it  so  cojitinued,  forming  line  as  ii 
approached.  The  wind  was  norUmorth-east.  At  noon  tiie  ebl>tiile 
made,  and  the  French  began  to  get  under  way,  but  many  of  their 
ships  had  to  make  several  tacks  to  clear  Cape  Henry.  Their  line  was 

>  Alnng  the  north  rnaH  of  Cabfl,  betmcn  it  ind  tlie  BahimaBaDka. 

*  See  iiutc  oil  opposite  page. 

*  The  Ttlb  it  Parity  to  which  Troude  attributes  104  gitni.  She  mm  oonaiideitil 
the  Uggett  and  finest  ship  of  her  dsy. 
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consequently  late  in  fonning,  aad  was  by  no  means  regular  or  closed 
as  tliey  got  ou  trifle. 

At  1  P.M.  Giuvcs  inatle  the  signal  to  form  on  an  east  aiul  westline» 
which  would  be  the  closchaulod  line  heading  out  to  sea,  ou  the  otlier 
tack  from  that  on  which  his  fleet  still  was.  At  2  P.if.  the  French  van, 
three  miles  distant  hy  estimate»  bore  south  £rom  the  Lmdon^  Graves's 
flsgship,  and  was  therefore  abreast  of  the  centre  of  the  British  line. 
As  the  British  van  came  near  the  Middle  Ground,  at  2.13  p.m.,  the 
ships  wore  together.  This  put  tlicm  on  the  same  tack  as  the  French, 
Hood's  division,  which  had  Ijeen  leading,  being  now  the  rear  in  the 
reversed  order ;  and  the  fleet  bivught-to,  in  order  to  allow  ttie  centre 


KoiE.  — liritisb  lincofbnttlcintbeactiouofl>ept.5,17Sl.  ii.iiiiiy  troiu  Ikateou, 
vi.  SU;  eon«cteil  by  Stecl'^ '  Navy  Li<t '  of  tbe  pntod,  and  fh«i  MS.  notes  by  Heuy 

Vi^e  Tfarvey  in  Ekl's.  eiUlioii  of  Scbon)l)cr<j;,  iv.  377,  37^.  Tli-  Alfnd  wan  to  k-ad 
with  the  starbuoixl,  and  thia  iikieu;*bmy  with  tlie  larboard  ticks  ou  botitxl.  —  W.  L.  C. 
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of  the  enemy  to  cone  abreast  of  the  centre  of  the  British  (a  a).  The 
two  lines  now  were  nearly  parallel,  but  the  British,  being  five  ships 
fewer,  naturally  did  not  extend  so  far  as  the  rear  of  the  French,  which 
in  fact  was  not  yet  clear  of  the  Cape.  At  2.30  GraYe?  made  the 
signal  for  the  van  ship  (the  Shreir.shv.rH'),  to  lead  more  to  starboard — ■ 
towards  the  enemy.  As  each  ship  in  succession  would  take  her  coui-st 
to  follow  the  leader,  the  effect  of  tliis  was  to  put  the  British  on  a  line 


CuAVEft    AND    DC  0«A»ftC> 
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inclined  to  that  of  the  cncmv.  the  van  nearest,  and  as  the  sijnial 
renewed  three  quarters  of  an  hour  later,  —  at  3.17,  —  this  ani^le  became 
still  moro  marlcrd  (}?}>■).'  This  was  the  oriL,nnal  and  enduring  cause 
of  a  laiiit  titable  failure,  by  which  seven  of  tliu  rear  sliips,  in  an  inferior 
force  undertaking  to  attack,  never  cauic  into  buttle  at  all.  At  3.34 
the  van  was  ordered  again  to  keep  still  more  towards  the  enemy. 

At  3.46  liie  signal  was  made  lor  ships  to  close  to  one  cable,  fol- 
lowed almost  immediately  by  that  to  bear  down  and  engage  the 

>  Tbis  reproduced  the  bhinder  of  Bn»g,  between  whose  action  and  the  one  now 
under  diacmioii  thcte  i«  a  marked  re^cnUonce. 
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enemy,  >—  the  signal  for  the  line  still  flying.  Graves's  flagship,  which 
WBS  hove-to,  filled  and  Iwre  dtnvii.  Under  the  conditions,  the  van 
shij*  of  cotTree  pit  firet  Tiiider  fire,  and  the  action  gnKhially  extended 
frtijii  them  to  the  twelitlx  in  the  order,  two  iuslcm  of  the  London. 
According  to  the  log  of  tlie  latter,  at  4.11  the  signal  for  the  line 
ahead  was  hauled  down,  that  it  might  not  interfere  with  that  for  close 
action,  but  at  4.22  it  wa»  xehoiflted,  **  the  ships  not  being  suffioiraitly 
extended.**  The  meaning  of  thia  ezpreaaion  may  be  inferred  from 
fieat8on*s  account 

*'The  London^     taUng  tbe  !e«d,  bad  advanced  fteiber  towards  the  enemy 

than  !«aiue  of  the  shij'S  stalionorl  itmnpJintely  aheai!  nf  lu  r  in  the  line  of  baftli- ; 
aiid  upon  luffing  upi,  to  bring  her  broadside  to  bear,  the^'  Jiaving  done  the  samo 
tbingf  ber  aeoond  ahead  was  brought  nMirly  upon  her  waatlier  iMtm.  The  okhsr 
ahipt  ahead  of  her  were  likewise  too  mnoh  erowded  together." 

As  tbe  ship  on  the  London**  weatber  beam  could  not  fire  upon  the 
enmny  unless  she  drew  ahead,  this  condition  probably  accounts  for 
the  flagship  being  again  hove-to^  while  filing,  as  Hood  says  that  she 

was.  Headers  will  remember  a  similar  incident  occurring  witli  BjTig's 
flagship.  The  signal  for  the  line  was  hauled  down  again  at  4.27,  by 
the  London's  log,  that  for  rlose  action  l^eing  up,  and  repeated  at  5.20, 
when  Hood  at  la<!t  bore  down  with  liis  division,  but  the  French  ships 
bearing  up  al.so,  lie  tU<l  not  near  them.  Firing  ceased  shortly  after 
sunset.  The  loss  of  the  British  was  90  killed,  246  wounded ;  that  of 
tiie  French  is  given  only  in  round  numbeis,  as  about  200  killed  and 
wounded. 

Hood's  statement  introduces  certain  important  qualifications  into 
the  above  account :  — 

Oar  centra  began  to  engage  at  tho  same  time  as  the  van,  et  four,  but  at  a 

itmst  improper  di.-sf  nnrr',  n;nl  our  rear,  bfiiijj  barely  within  randnni  sliot.  tVnl  not  fin? 
while  the  signal  for  tlie  line  was  il^iug.  The  London  had  the  signal  for  close  action 
Hying,  as  well  as  the  eigual  for  the  line  ahead  at  M/a  was  voder  her  topsails, 
with  the  maiu  topsail  to  the  mast,^  though  the  enemyls  ahipe  were  pashing  on." 

As  showing  the  improper  distance  at  which  the  London  brought-to 
to  fire,  he  says:  — 

*'The  second  ship  astern  of  her  (of  the  Lcndon}  received  but  trifling  damage, 
and  the  third  astern  of  her  received  no  dama^^e  at  all,  which  most  cleniiy  provea 
[ai]  how  much  too  great  a  distance  was  the  centre  division  engaged," 

The  day  after  the  action  Hood  mndi'  a  menioranduni  of  his  criti- 
cisms upon  it,  which  has  Ixdi  pulilished.    The  gist  of  this  is  as 

*  /.    9h«  bod  stopped. 
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f*>llo\\'s.  As  tlie  French  stood  oTit,  tbeir  line  was  not  regular  or  con- 
nected. The  van  was  much  scpiuattd  from  the  centre  aij«l  mu,  and 
it  ap}>eai-s  also,  from  the  Fi-ench  uarratives,  tliat  it  wan  t«  wintlward 
of  tliu  rest  of  the  tleel.  From  tliese  causes  it  was  much  exijosed  to 
be  attacked  uosapported.  There  was,  by  Hoodie  estimate^  **afiill 
hour  and  a  half  to  have  engaged  it  before  any  of  the  rear  could  have 
come  up.**  The  line  of  battle  on  the  port  tack,  with  the  then  wind, 
was  east  and  west,  and  Graves  had  first  ranged  hia  fleet  on  it,  as  the 
French  were  doing;  but  afterwards,  owing  tofus  method  of  approach, 
by  the  van  bearing  down  and  the  other  ships  fnllom!ig  in  its  wake,  the 
two  lines,  instead  of  Ix-ini,'  parallel,  formeil  an  aiiL^lf,  tiie  British 
centi'e  and  rear  iK'ing  much  m<»re  distant  from  the  »  neniy  than  the 
van  was.  This  alone  would  cause  the  ships  to  come  into  battle  suc- 
cessively instead  of  togetlMr,  a  fault  of  itself ;  but  the  Comnuuider> 
inOhief,  according  to  Hood,  committed  the  farther  mistake  that  he 
kept  the  signal  for  the  line  of  battle  flying  until  5.30  p.3f ^  near  to 
sunset  The  line  of  battle  at  any  moment  ran,  of  coutse,  isom  the 
van  ship  throuL^h  that  of  the  Comraander-in^hief ;  those  two  points 
determined  it  for  all  in  the  mir,  wliere  Hood  was.  Hence  the  latter  s 
criticism,  whicli  is  marked  by  much  acerbity  towsmls  his  snpt  rinr,  but 
does  not  bcimy  any  consciousnes.*?  that  he  himself  needed  any  justitica- 
tion  for  his  division  not  having  tukcu  jKirt. 

"  Had  the  centre  gone  to  the  support  ot  the  van,  and  the  signal  for  the  line 
been  bauled  down,  the  Comtnander'in^hief  had  set  the  example  of  ekiee  action, 
even  vrith  the  signal  for  the  line  flying,  the  van  of  the  enemy  nnist  bare  1>eeu  cut 
to  pieces,  and  the  reio-  division  of  the  British  fleet  woahl  have  Iwen  opiX)»e»l  to 
thoiiC  ships  the  centre  diviniou  iired  at,  and  at  the  proper  distance  fur  enj^agiug,  or 
ttie  Bear-Admiral  who  commuuided  it  *  would  have  a  gnat  deal  to  answer  for.**< 

So  much  for  the  tactical  failure  of  that  day.  The  question  remained 
what  next  was  to  be  done.  Graves  contemplated  renewing  the 
action,  but  early  in  the  night  was  informed  that  several  of  the  van 

*  Hood  biiu<»clf. 

«  Conccminp  the  cmrial  fact  of  the  signal  for  the  line  of  hattle  being  kept  flying; 
continuously  until  'i.:]!'  I'.si.,  ujwn  wUdh  there  is  a  direct  contradiction  between  Ilootl 
mi  l  ill.  loi:  of  the  Lori'ion,  it  is  necessary  to  pive  the  Btateuient  of  Captain  Thom.v 
White,  who  was  prettcut  in  the  action  in  one  of  the  rear  shijw.  "  If  the  Loudon  s  log, 
or  the  log  of  any  other  individual  ^hip  in  the  fleet,  confinn  thi.«  statement,"  (that 
Hootl  was  dilatory  in  oU^yingtln-  oi.li-r  fonlose  action),  '»  T  -Iml!  1>i  in  liu  r.!  to  fancy 
that  what  I  that  day  saw  and  heard  was  a  mere  chimera  of  the  brain,  and  that  what 
I  believed  to  be  the  eignal  for  the  line  was  not  a  ttnioit  Jack,  bat  an  ignii  fatum  eon* 

jureil  up  to  mock  me."  White  and  Homl  ul-.  a^-m-  tl,nt  flir  ijjnal  for  the  line  WM 
rehoiated  at  6.30.   (White :  *  Naval  Besearches,'  London,  1S3U.) 
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ships  were  tor*  ( l  iiq.led  to  permit  this,  lie  held  his  ground,  how* 
ever,  in  siglit  of  tlio  French,  until  darlc  on  the  Otlj,  wlien  they  wei-e 
seen  for  the  List  time.  Tlioy  were  then  under  a  (  loud  of  sail,  aiid 
on  the  morning  ol  the  10th  luid  disajipeared.  Fn*m  ihtir  actions 
during  this  interval,  Hood  had  inlerred  that  dp  Grnssr  nn  aut  lo  get 
hack  into  the  Chesapeake  without  furilier  ligiiiiiig;  anil  Jic  implies 
that  be  adinsed  Graves  to  anticipate  the  enemy  in  so  doing.  Though 
some  sMps  weie  crippled  aloft^  the  British  batteries  were  practically 
intact,  nor  had  men  enough  been  disabled  to  prevent  any  gun  in 
the  fleet  fiom  Iteing  fought.  Could  but  a  .single  working  day 
be  gained  in  diking  up  an  {itu  horagCf  a  defmsive  order  could  be 
assumed,  pnit  tieally  impi-egnahle  to  tlio  cncni}-,  covering  Cornwallis, 
and  not  inii»ussihly  intercepting  tlie  French  phijis  left  in  the  Bay.  In 
the  c:is«>  of  many  nu  n  such  rnmment  might  be  dismissed  as  tlic  idle 
talk  of  tlie  captiou.s  fault-linder,  always  to  the  foixj  iu  life;  but  in  the 
case  of  Hood  it  must  be  received  vith  deference,  for,  but  a  few 
montibs  later,  when  confronted  with  greater  odds,  he  himself  did  the 
very  thing  he  here  recommended,  for  an  object  less  vital  than  the 
relief  of  Cornwallis.  Having  regaid  to  the  character  of  de  Grasse,  it 
is  reasonable  to  believe  that,  if  he  bad  found  tlie  British  fleet  thus 
drawn  up  at  anchor  in  C^hesapeake  Bay,  as  he  found  nuod  at  St. 
Kitts  in  the  following  Januarv,  he  wnnld  have  waid  d  iilV  tlie 
entnuK'o  fordo  llairas,  and  then  liavr  ujnne  lo sea,  leaving  WashingLou 
ami  liot  hamiiean  to  look  at  Ck»rnwallis  slipping  out  of  their  grasp. 

On  the  10th  of  September  Graves  decided  to  hum  the  Ttrrihlcy  74, 
which  had  been  kept  afloat  with  difficulty  since  the  action.  This 
done,  the  fleet  stood  towards  the  Chesapeake,  a  frigate  going  ahead 
to  reconnoitre.  On  the  ISth,  at  6  A.H.,  Graves  wrote  to  Hood  that 
the  look-outs  rej>orted  the  Fixjnch  at  anchor  ahmr  tlio  Iloi-se  Fli 
(shoal)  in  tlie  Chesai>eake,  and  desired  his  opinion  what  to  do  with 
the  fleet.  To  this  Hoo<I  sent  tlic  cfimforting  reply  that  it  was  no 
more  than  what  he  had  e\i»'(  t«  d,  Jis  the  press  of  sail  the  (French) 
fleet  carried  on  the  9th,  and  on  the  night  of  the  8th,  made  it  very 
clear  to  him  what  de  Grassc's  intentions  were.  He  "woidd  be  very 
glad  to  send  an  opinion,  but  he  really  knows  not  what  to  say  in  the 
truly  lamentable  state  [to  which]  we  have  brought  ourselves. '*i  On 
the  10th  de  Barras  had  reached  the  Bay,  where  he  was  joined  by  de 
Gras.se  on  the  11th,  so  that  tlu  n  ^vc^e  then  present  thirty-six  F-rench 
ships  of  the  line.  Graves,  therefore,  returned  to  New  York,  reach-* 
>  *  Lettet*  of  Lord  Hood.*  N.  E.  6.,  p. ». 
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ing  Sandy  Hodc  on  the  19th.  On  the  14th  Washington  had  anived 
before  Yoiktown,  where  he  took  the  chief  commaud;  uud  the  armiea 
closed  in  upon  Comwallis  by  land  as  tlu'  Firnch  fleets  liad  done 
already  by  water.  On  the  lOUi  uf  (Jctol>er  the  Uriiish  furce  was 
compelled  to  surrender,  7,247  troops  and  b40  seamen  laying  down 
their  arras.  During  the  siege  the  latter  had  served  in  tho  works, 
the  batteries  of  which  were  largely  composed  of  shiiis"  guns. 

After  Gxavea'a  return  to  New  York,  Rear-Admind  the  Hon.  Robert 
Djgby  atriyed  from  England  on  the  24th  of  September,  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  station  in  Arbuthnot*a  pUwe.  He  brought  wiUi  him 
three  ahipa  of  the  line;  and  the  two  which  Sir  Peter  Parker  had  been 
ordered  by  Rodney  to  send  on  at  once  had  also  reached  the  port.  It 
was  decided  by  the  land  and  aea  officers  concerned  to  attempt  the 
relief  of  Corinvallis,  and  that  it  was  exi>edient  for  Graves  to  remain 
in  command  until  after  tins  exiiedition.  He  could  not  e^tait,  how- 
ever, until  the  18th  of  Oct<)l>er,  by  which  lime  Coniwallis's  fate  was 
decided.  Giuvea  ilieu  departed  for  Jamaica  to  supereede  Sir  i'eter 
Parker.  On  the  lltb  of  November  Hood  sailed  itota  Sandy  Hook 
with  eighteen  ships  of  the  line,  and  on  the  5th  of  December  anchored 
at  Barbados.  On  the  5th  of  November  de  Grasse  also  quitted  the 
continent  vnth  his  whole  fleet,  and  retomed  to  the  West  Indies. 

In  Euroijc,  during  the  year  1781,  the  two  leading  questions  which 
dominated  tlu*  action  of  the  belligerents  were  the  prntection,  or 
destruction,  of  commerce,  and  the  attiick  and  defence  of  Gibraltar. 
The  British  Chamiel  Fleet  was  much  inferior  Ui  the  aggregate  sea 
forces  of  France  and  Spain  in  the  waters  of  Europe;  and  the  Dutch 
navy  also  was  now  hostile.  The  French  government  represented  to 
its  allies  that  by  concentrating  their  squadrons  near  the  entrance  of 
Ihe  Channd  Hiey  would  control  the  situation  in  every  point  of  view; 
but  the  Spaniartls,  intent  upon  Gibraltar,  declined  to  w  itlidraw  their 
fleet  from  Cadiz  until  late  in  the  sunnner,  while  the  French  persisted 
in  keeping  their  own  at  Brest.  The  Channel  Fleet  was  decisively 
superior  to  the  latter,  and  inferior  to  the  Spaniards  in  uumben 
only. 

No  relief  having  been  given  Giljiult^ir  since  Rodney  had  left  it  in 
February',  1780,  tho  question  of  supplying  the  fortress  became  press- 
ing. For  this  pui-pose,  twenty-eight  ships  of  the  line,  under  Vice- 
Admiral  George  Darby,  sailed  from  St  Helen's  on  the  18th  of  March* 
1781,  with  a  laige  convoy.   Off  Cork  a  number  of  vtctualleis  joined. 
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and  the  whole  body  tlien  proceeded  for  Gibraltar,  accompanied  by 
five  ships  of  the  lino  which  were  destined  for  the  East  Indies,  as  well 
as  by  the  West  India  and  American  ''tr-ade.'*  These  several  attach- 
ments parted  from  time  It)  time  on  ihe  way,  and  on  the  11th  oi  ^Vpril 
the  main  expedition  sighted  Cape  Spartel.  No  attempt  to  intercept 
it  vas  made  by  liie  {freat  Spanish  fleet  in  Cadiz;  and  on  the  12tli  of 
Aprilf  at  noon,  the  c<»ito7  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar*  That 
night  thirte^  sail  of  tmnspoits,  under  the  charge  of  two  frigates, 
slipped  out  and  made  tlieir  way  to  Minorca.  The  ships  of  war 
remained  under  way,  cruising  in  the  Bay  and  Gut  of  Gibraltar. 

As  the  convoy  cntcrcil,  the  In^siejjfcrs  opened  a  tremendous  can- 
nonade, which  was  ineffectual,  however,  to  stop  the  landing  of  the 
gto!-ef .  More  anno}  ance  was  caused  by  a  flotilla  of  gunboatn.  specially 
built  for  this  siege,  the  jjecnliur  lighting  power  of  which  lay  in  one 
26*ponnder,  whose  great  length  gave  a  range  superior  to  the  bat> 
teries  of  ships  of  the  line.  Being  moved  by  oars  as  well  as  by  aaik, 
these  little  vessels  ooold  choose  their  own  distance  in  light  airs  and 
calms,  and  were  used  so  actively  to  harass  the  transports  at  anchor 
tiiat  Darby  was  obliged  to  cover  them  with  three  ships  of  the  line. 
These  proved  powerless  effectually  to  injure  the  gunlx)ats;  but,  while 
the  latter  caused  great  annoyance  ami  petty  injurj-,  tliey  did  not 
hinder  tlie  unloading  nor  cvon  greatly  delay  it.  Tlit!  fxpcriciue 
ilhistnites  again  tiie  unlikelihood  tliat  great  results  can  be  oljtiiined  Ijy 
I^etty  means,  or  that  massed  force,  force  concentrated,  can  be  eflfect- 
ually  comiteracted  either  by  cheap  and  ingenious  expedients,  or  by 
the  co-operative  exertions  of  many  small  independent  units.  **Tbey 
were  only  capable  of  producing  trouble  and  vexation.  So  fax  were 
they  from  preventing  the  succours  from  1>eing  thrown  into  the  gar- 
rison, or  from  burning  tlie  convoy,  that  the  only  damage  of  any 
consequence  that  they  did  to  the  shippin:^  was  the  wounding  of  the 
mizen-mast  of  the  Nonsuch  &o  nnicli  that  it  requiivd  to  Ik-  shifted."' 
On  the  10th  of  April  —  in  oiiu  week — -the  revictualling  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  expedition  started  Ixick  for  England.  Tiic  ileet 
anchored  at  Spithead  on  the  22nd  of  ^lay. 

While  Darby  was  returning.  La  Motte  Picquet  had  gone  to  sea 
from  Brest  with  six  ships  of  the  line  and  some  frigates  to  cruise  in 
the  approaches  to  the  Channel.  Tliere,  on  the  2nd  of  ^lay,  he  fell 
in  with  the  convoy  retunung  from  the  West  Indies  with  the  spoils  of 
St.  Eustatius.  The  ships  of  war  f<»r  tht' most  part  escaped,  but  Iia 
>  Boataon :  *  Uilitaiy  ood  2saviil  Memoirs,'  w  347. 
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Motte  Picquet  carried  tw6nt>y>two  out  of  thirty  mereliant  ships  into 

Brest  before  he  could  ha  intercepted,  althougfa  a  detachment  of  eight 
eail  sent  by  Darby  got  close  upou  his  heels. 

After  a  long  refit.  Darby  put  to  sea  again,  about  the  Ist  of 
August,  to  cover  tlie  approach  of  the  laii^e  convoys  then  expected  to 
arrive.  Beinrj  cri-eatly  delayed  b}'  liea<l  w  inds,  lie  bad  got  no  further 
than  the  Lizard,  when  news  uiis  brougiit  lain  Liial  tlie  Franco-Spanish 
giaad  fleet,  of  foitj-nine  sliix>s  of  the  line,  vaa  cruismg  near  the 
Scilly  Isles.  Having  himself  but  thirty  of  the  line,  he  put  into 
Torbay  on  the  24th  of  Angust,  and  moored  hk  squadron  across  the 
entrance  to  the  Bay. 

Tliis  appliance  of  llie  alHes  was  a  surprise  to  the  British  authori- 
ties, who  saw  thus  unexpectedly  renewed  the  invasion  of  the  Channel 
made  in  ITTl).  .Spain,  mnrtified  juJ^tly  by  hor  failure  even  to  molest 
tbe  intrusion  of  succours  into  (iibraluir,  laid  thougliL  to  rrtrii-vc  iirr 
iiouuur  by  all  attack  upou  ^Minorca,  for  which  she  asked  the  cu-opcra- 
tion  of  France.  Dc  Guichcu  was  sent  m  July  with  nineteen  slii]>s  of 
the  line;  and  the  combined  fleets,  under  tiie  chief  command  of  the 
Spanish  admiral  Don  Luis  de  Cordova,  convoyed  the  troops  into  the 
Mediterranean  beyond  the  reach  of  Gilmiltar  cruisets.  Ketuming 
tlience  into  the  Atlantic,  de  Cordova  directed  liis  course  for  the 
Channel,  keeping  far  out  to  sea  to  conceal  his  movements.  But 
though  thus  successful  in  reaching  his  ground  unheralded,  be  made 
no  attempt,  to  profit  by  the  advantage  gained.  'i  !u'  qutsti(iu  of 
itltacking  Durliy  al  his  anchors  w.as  discussed  in  a  c<ihiii  il  of  war,  at 
which  de  Guiciien  strongly  suivocated  the  measure;  but  a  majority  of 
votes  decided  that  Great  Britain  would  be  less  hurt  by  ruining  her 
fleet  than  by  intercepting  tlie  expected  convoys.  Even  for  the  lat- 
ter purpose,  however,  de  Cordova  could  not  wait.  On  the  5th  of 
September  he  informed  de  Guichen  tliat  he  was  at  liberty  to  return 
to  Brest;  and  he  himself  went  back  to  Cadiz  with  thirty-nine  sliipt^, 
nine  of  which  were  French.  "This  cruise  of  the  combined  fleet," 
says  Clicvalior.  "diminished  the  cnnsideration  of  France  and  Spain. 
These  two  puwei-s  had  made  a  great  display  of  force,  witliout  prf>duo- 
iug  the  sliglitest  result."  It  may  Ijc  mentioned  here  that  Minorca, 
after  a  six  months'  siege,  capitulated  iu  February,  1782. 

While  Darby  \vas  beating  down  Channel  in  the  early  days  of 
August,  Viee^Admiral  Hyde  Parker  (1>,  lately  Rodney's  second  in 
command  in  Uie  West  Indies,  was  returning  from  the  Baltic  to  Eng- 
land convoying  a  large  merchant  fleet   On  the  5th  of  August,  at 
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dayligliti  a  Dutch  squadron,  also  with  a  convoy,  waa  discovered  in 
the  south-^vest,  near  the  Doggeisbank.  Heading  as  the  two  enumies 
then  were,  their  courses  must  shortly  intei-sect.  Parker,  therefore, 
ordeix'tl  his  convoy  to  steer  to  the  w('stwarfl  for  EngliUid,  while  he 
himself  hnre  rlown  for  the  enemy.  The  Dutch  Kear-Acbnimi,  Johan 
Arnohl  ZnuttiK\Ti,  on  the  pontraiy,  kept  tlir  nu  j-chant  vessels  with 
liim,  under  his  lee,  hut  tlrew  out  tlio  ships  oi  w.u  from  among  tliem, 
to  fonn  his  order  on  the  side  towards  the  enemy.  Each  opponent 
put  seven  sail  into  the  line.^  The  British  vessels,  besides  being  of 
such  different  rates,  were  chiefly  very  old  sbipa,^  dragged  out  from 
Rotten  Row  to  meet  the  pressing  emergency  caused  by  tlie  greatly 
superior  forces  which  were  in  coalition  against  Great  Hritain. 
Owing  to  the  decayed  condition  of  some  of  them,  their  batteries 

1  Fleetft  Wigajjed  in  the  action  off  the  DoggenlMok,  Angnat  5tb,  1781. 
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The  vessels  ii,  the  tH  u  liiK-8  are  f^iv.-ii  above  in  the  restive  orden  of  battle. 
The  Britiali  list  U  l'oumle<l  on  one  in  H  i*  tt.  vi  r  inpiMMl  with  the  'N'avy 
Ii«U'  of  1781,  the  disjJiUches,  etc.  The  Duwh  list  i*  lounileil  on  a  MS.  of  C«pt. 
Count  van  Bylaodt,  comiNiKd  with  the  dUpatche».  and  with  the  plan  and  particnhin 
in  I>e  .!oj,  ^  ,  iv.  :>as-r,(il  The  gun-power  of  each  ship  is  taken  fmm  offidat  papen, 
British  and  Dutch.  — W.  L.  C. 

■  The  BUufaiicmt  had  been  eaptnnd  in  1758,  and  the  Buffalo  in  1748;  tuid  the 
Pfinem  AmtUa  and  Pre$lM  were  both  built  in  1757. 
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had  bccH  lightened,  to  the  detriment  of  their  fig^^hting  power.  Tlie 
two  seventy-fours,  however,  wt  ie  good  and  nc w  sliijis.  Tlie  Pnfphin 
also  waa  iiuw.  IL  is  pruljaUle  iliuL  tiio  Dutch  vessels,  after  a  long 
peace,  wen  not  much  better  than  their  HntagoniatB.  In  fact,  each 
squadron  was  a  scratch  lot^  in  the  wont  sense  of  the  i)hi-a8e.  The 
conduct  of  the  affair  }xy  the  two  admirals,  even  to  tiie  very  intensity 
of  their  piignBci<>ii8ness,  contributes  a  tinge  of  the  comio  to  the 
history  of  a  desperately  fought  action. 

The  hi-eeze  was  fresh  at  north-east,  and  the  sea  smooth*  The 
Dutch,  iMMiig  to  leeward,  awaited  attiick,  forming  line  on  tlie  port 
tack,  heading  .south-east  by  east,  a  point  off  the  wind,  under  topsails 
and  foresails,  a  cable's  length  ai>art.  There  is  little  room  to  dmibi 
that  an  advereaiy  who  thus  holds  lus  ground  means  to  make  a 
stend'Up  Ught,  but  Parker,  although  the  sun  of  a  midsummer  day 
had  scarcely  risen,  Uiought  advisaUe  to  order  a  general  chase.  Of 
course,  no  diip  spared  her  canvas  to  this,  while  the  worse  sailexs  had 
to  set  their  studdingsiuls  to  keep  up;  and  the  handling  of  the  sails 
took  the  men  off  from  1 1  \ <  \^^v[ )a n t i ons  for  battle.  I'arker,  who  doid)t- 
less  was  still  sore  over  Rodney's  censure  of  the  yf-ar  bi  forf,  nnd  who 
moreover  had  incurred  the  Admiralty's  rebuke,  for  a[iijart'iil  hesita- 
tion t«  nttnck  tiie  enemy's  islands  while  temporarily  in  coinmand  in 
the  West  Indies,  was  determiiicd  now  to  show  the  fight  liiut  was  in 
him.  "  It  is  related  thiit,  nx)on  being  infonned  of  the  fraoe  of  the 
Dutch  squadron  in  the  morning,  he  replied  (pulling  up  his  breeches), 
'  It  mattets  little  what  their  force  is;  we  must  fight  them  if  they  are 
douUe  the  number.**'  At  6.10  a.m.  the  signal  was  made  for  line 
abceast,  the  ships  running  down  nearly  Ijefore  the  wind.  This  of 
course  introduced  more  regularity,  the  leading  ships  taking  in  their 
Hjrhter  sails  to  peiinit  the  othei-s  to  reach  their  jilnces ;  but  the  pace 
still  was  rapid.  At  6.45  the  order  was  elosi  d  to  uiu'  cable,  and  at 
7.56  the  sigTud  for  battle  was  hoisted.  It  it>  said  that  at  that  moment 
the  80-gun  shiji  was  still  seciuing  a  8tuddingsail-b(X)ui,  which  indi- 
cates how  closely  action  trod  on  the  beeb  of  preparation. 

The  Dutch  admiral  was  as  deliberate  as  Parker  was  headlong* 
An  English  witness  writes 

"  They  api^arefl  to  be  !n  great  order;  and  their  Iuuiunoek«,  qnsrtor-cloUn,  etc* 
Kpresd  in  ns  niiv  r.nl  r  a*  if  for  show  in  harbour.  Their  nmrines  also  were 
well  drawn  up,  and  stoad  with  their  muskets  shouldered,  with  all  the  reg\ilarity 
ami  exactness  of  a  rcvi.  w.  Their  politenpss  on^ht  to  lie  ramembered  hy  evciy  man 
in  onr  line:  for,  as  if  ct  rtainof  what  li  q  i  i,  .v.  rr^niedoirn  .ilniost  end-on  upon 
(heir  broadsides;  yet  did  not  the  Dutch  adiuirtU  fire  a  gun,  or  make  the  signal  to 
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i  iigagc,  till  the  red  flag  was  at  the  rurUtuiWs  niastlitail,  ami  li.  r  ^.liot  finding  their 
way  into  his  khip.  This  was  a  nmntruvre  which  Adniirol  Zutuiau  should  not  b« 
ifarmly  thanked  for  by  their  Higli  Mightinesses ;  as  he  had  it  ia  his  power  to  iiave 
done  intinite  niiscliief  to  our  fleet,  eonuDg  down  in  thut  unofliccr-like  manner. 
Having  suffered  Adiniral  Parker  to  place  himself  as  he  pl»';i?ii  <l,  ho  i-alinly  vrnik'd 
till  tho  signal  was  hoisted  on  board  the  Fortitude^  and  at  the  ^ame  litue  we  saw  the 
flignal  going  np  on  board  AdminU  Zntnum's  ahip.*' 

The  British,  thus  uinnolcstefl,  loni^dcd-to  just  to  windward  of 
the  enemy.  A  pilot  who  was  on  Inxird  tlieir  leading  ship  was  for 
some  reason  told  Lo  assist  in  laying  her  close  to  her  opponent.  "  By 
close,"  he  asked,  "do  you  mean  about  a  ship's  breadth?"  "Not  a 
gun  was  fired  on  either  aide/' aajs  the  official  British  report,  **  until 
>ntliin  the  distance  of  half  nrasket^hot."  Parker,  whom  an  on-looker 
desciibea  as  full  of  life  and  apttxto,  here  made  a  mistake,  of  a  routine 
character,  which  somewhat  dislocated  his  order.  It  was  a  matter  of 
tradition  for  flagship  to  seek  flagship,  just  its  it  was  to  signal  a 
^'pneral  olnise,  and  to  l>ear  down  together,  each  ship  for  its  opposite*, 
well  extended  witli  tho  enemy.  Now  Parker,  as  was  nsnnl,  was  in 
the  centre  of  his  line,  the  fourth  ship;  but  Zoulnian  Wiis  iur  some 
reason  in  the  fifth.  Parker  therefore  placed  his  fourth  by  the  enemy's 
fifth.  In  consequence,  the  rear  British  ship  overlapped  tiie  enem^-, 
and  for  a  tame  had  no  opponent;  while  the  second  and  tliiid  found 
thenffielves  engaged  with  three  of  the  Dutch.  At  8  a.m.  the  signal 
for  the  line  was  hauhul  down,  and  that  for  close  action  hoisted,  —  ^ua 
avoiding  a  mistake  oft«n  made. 

AI!  the  vessels  were  soon  satisfactorily  and  hotly  at  work,  and  the 
ac  tion  (ontinueil  witii  varying  phases  till  11.85  A.M.  The  Icaflinc 
two  shi^xj  in  botli  ordei-s  got  well  to  leeward  of  the  liiiej*,  and  tlie 
British  vcssehi  had  to  tack  to  regain  tlieir  places  Uj  windward. 
Towards  the  middle  of  the  engagement  the  Dutch  convoy  bore  away 
for  the  Tezel,  as  the  British  had  steered  for  England  before  it  began; 
the  difference  being  that  the  vojrage  was  abandoned  by  one,  and  com- 
pleted  by  the  other.  At  eleven  o'clock  Parker  made  sail,  and  passed 
with  the  flat^sliip  between  the  enemy  and  the  Buffdlo^  liis  next  alicad 
and  tliiid  iu  the  British  order;  the  thi-co  rear  ships  following  close  in 
liis  wake,  in  obedience  to  the  .signal  for  line  ahead,  which  liad  lieen 
rehoisted  at  10.43.*    A  heavy  caunouade  attended  this  evolution,  tho 

'  Sir  .Ti  hn  Ross,  in  bin  *  Life  of  Snimian  z,'  who  was  a  liontenant  in  the  flnjjship, 
says  thut  the  flagship  only  passed  ahead  of  tho  Buffalo,  and  that  the  rear  ships  closed 
upon  the  hitter.  The  version  in  the  text  reite  npon  the  detailed  uid  eireamstaatiat 
atatement  of  another  Ueittenant  of  the  Mjuadcoo,  in  Ekins's  *  Naval  Battles/  Aa  Ekins 
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Dutch  fighting  gloriously  to  the  laaL  When  it  wbb  completed,  the 
BritiBh  fleet  wore  and  the  action  ceased.  made  an  effort  to  fom 
tiie  line,  in  order  to  renew  the  action/*  wrote  Parker  in  hia  report, 

.**hut  found  it  inipracticablc.  The  enemy  appeared  to  be  in  as  Ixid  a 
Condition,  liotii  squadrons  lay-to  a  considerable  time  near  each 
other,  when  the  DtiU  li,  witli  "tlunr  convoy,  lx)re  away  for  the  Texeh 
We  were  not  in  a  condition  to  Inllow  them." 

This  was  a  most  satisiaetory  exlulikion  of  valour,  and  a  most 
unsatisfactory  battle;  niagniticent,  but  not  war.  Except  as  regartls 
the  sailings  of  the  convoys,  the  9taiu*  quo  remained  much  as  before 
although  one  of  the  Dutch  ships  sank  next  day ;  yet  the  British  loss, 
104  killed  and  339  wounded,  was  nearly  as  great  as  in  KeppeFs 
action,  where  thirty  ships  fought  on  each  side,  or  in  Rodney's  of 
April  17tli,  1780,  where  the  Hritish  had  twenty  sail;  greater  than  with 
Oraves  off  tlie  Chesa|)eake,  and,  in  projHirtiou,  fully  equal  to  the 
sanc^ninary  conflicts  l>etween  Suffren  and  Hughes  in  the  East  Indies. 
Thr  Dutch  loss  is  n  jinrtcd  as  142  killed,  403  wnnndcd.  Roth  sides 
aimed  at  the  hull,  a.s  is  shown  by  tJit;  in  juries;  lui  tkuugh  nmcli  hann 
was  done  aloft,  few  spare  were  wholly  shot  away.  The  Buffalo,  a 
small  sbip^  had  39  shot  through  and  through  her,  and  a  very  great 
number  pierced  between  wind  and  water;  in  the  British  van  ship  as 
many  as  14,  another  proof  that  the  Dutch  fired  low. 

With  the  rudimentaiy  notions  of  manoeuvring  evinced,  it  is  not 
surjirising  that  Parker  was  found  an  unsatisfactory  second  by  an 
enlightened  tiictician  like  Rodney.  The  Vice-Admiral,  however, 
hiifl  !us  unsuccess  to  the  indifferent  quality  of  his  ships.  Oconee  III. 
\isiied  the  squiulnm  alter  tlie  action,  but  Parker  was  not  cpen  t'l 
ConiplimenUs.  "1  wisli  your  Majesty  better  ships  and  younger 
officers,"  he  said.  For  myself,  I  am  now  too  old  for  service.'*  No 
rewards  were  given,  and  it  ia  asserted  that  Parker  made  no  secret 
that  none  would  be  accepted,  if  offered,  at  the  hands  of  the  then 
Admiralty.  He  voiced  the  protest  of  the  Navy  and  the  natloii  against 
the  msl-adini lustration  of  the  peace  days,  which  had  left  the  countiy 
unjirepared  for  war.  The  gallant  veteran  was  onlercd  soon  after- 
wards to  connnand  in  the  EiLst  Indies.  He  sailed  for  his  station  in 
the  Colo,  and  was  never  heard  of  again. 

Though  unfniitful  in  sul»stantial  results,  Parker's  aetion  merits 
commemoration,  for,  after  all,  even  whei-e  skill  dues  its  utmost, 

also  waa  present  aa  a  ijiidj»Lipiuaii,  this  gives,  as  it  were,  tbo  confinnatioa  of  two 


^  .d  by 


KEMPENFELT  AND  DE  GUICUEN. 


509 


stiimcbneflB  Buch  as  his  shove  the  sound  constitution  of  a  militaiy 
body. 

Tlie  year  1781  closed  with  an  incident  more  decisive  in  character 
than  most  ol  the  events  that  occurrc<l  in  Enropean  watens  duiing  its 
coune;  one  also  which  transfers  the  interest,  by  natural  ttansition, 
again  lo  tiie  West  Indies.  The  Fn^ch  government  had  felt  throngh- 
out  the  summer  the  necessity  of  sending  de  Giasse  reinforcements 
both  of  ships  and  of  supplies,  but  the  transports  and  material  of  war 
needed  could  not  Ix;  collected  until  December.  As  the  British  prob- 
ably would  attempt  to  intercept  a  convoy  upon  which  the  next  cam- 
paign so  much  depended,  Itear-Admiral  de  Guiehen  was  ordered  to 
accompany  it  clear  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  with  twelve  ships  of  the 
line,  and  tiien  to  go  to  Cadiz.  Five  ships  of  the  line  destined  to  de 
Grasae,  and  two  going  to  the  East  Indies,  raised  to  nineteen  the  total 
force  with  which  de  Guiehen  left  Brest  on  the  IQth  of  December.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  12th,  the  French  being  then  one  hundred  and 
fifty  milcB  to  the  southward  and  westmod  of  Ushant,  with  a  south* 
east  wind,  the  weather,  which  had  been  tliick  and  squally,  suddenly 
cleared  and  showetl  sails  to  windwanl.  These  were  twelve  ships  of 
the  line,  one  .'>'^>.  and  some  frip:ate?!.'  under  Rear-Adiniral  Richard 
KempenieiL  (li),  who  had  left  Hagland  on  the  2nd  of  tlie  month,  to 
cruiist,*  in  wait  for  tbih  cxinjdition.  The  French  aumljers  should  have 
been  amply  sulEcient  to  frustrate  any  attack,  but  de  Guiehen,  ordi- 
narilj  a  careful  officer,  had  allowed  his  fleet  to  be  to  leeward  and 
ahead  of  the  convoy.  The  latter  scattered  in  every  direction,  as  the 
British  swooped  down  upon  it,  but  all  could  not  escape;  and  the 
French  shije  of  war  remained  helitless  spect.itnis.  wliile  the  victims 
were  hauling  down  their  fl^  right  and  left.   Night  coming  on. 


*  Fket  under  Rear-Adniiral  iiioliard  Kempenfelt,  Dt'ctmber,  17bl.  From  ikat- 
wa,  vi.  317,  cheeked  by  Steel**  'Navy  Urt*  of  Dee.  31st,  17A1.— W.  L.  C. 
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some  prizes  could  luit  Ik?  secured  but  Kompenfelt  carried  off  fifteen, 
luileu  witli  military  and  liaval  stores  of  great  money  value  and  gfreater 
military  importance.  A  few  days  later  a  violent  stonn  dispersed  and 
shattered  the  tenminder  of  the  Fnnoh  body.  Two  ships  of  the  line 
only,  the  Triimfh«aU^  84,  and  Sravty  74,  and  five  txan^poiti,  could 
piiTBue  fbeir  way  to  the  West  Indies.   The  rest  went  hack  to  Btest 

Kempenfelt,  Ixfore  returning  to  England,  sent  off  express  to 
Hood  in  tlie  West  Indies  the  firesbip  Tisiphone^  8,  Commander  James 
Saiimarez,^  -  afterwards  the  distinguished  admiral,  -  vrith  news  of  the 
Fiencli  apjiroach.  Saumarez,  having  been  lirst  to  Barljiidos,  joined 
lioixl  on  tlie  3l8t  of  Januarj',  1782,  in  Basse  Terre  Roads,  on  the  lee 
side  of  St.  Kitts.  The  campaign  for  ilie  year  1782  Lad  opened 
already  with  an  attack  upon  that  island  hy  the  French  army  and 
navy;  and  tiie  ^nqr*8  fleet  was  even  then  ctuising  doae  at  hand  to 
leeward,  between  St.  Kitts  and  Nevis. 

The  original  intention  of  de  Gxassc  and  de  Bouill^  had  been  to 
capture  Barljados,  the  most  important  of  the  Eastern  Antilles  still 
remaining  to  the  British ;  hut  the  heav}-  trade-winds,  \\  hieh  in  those 
days  made  a  winter  passage  to  windward  sn  long  and  dreary  a  l»eat, 
twice  drove  him  Iwck  to  j>ort.  "The  whole  French  fleet,"  wmte 
Hood,  "apjHJUi'ed  otl"  hi.  Lueia  on  tJic  17th  of  lust  mouth,  endeavour- 
ing to  get  to  windwatd,  and  having  carried  away  many  topmasts  and 
yaids  in  struggling  against  very  squally  weatiier,  letamed  to  Fcrt 
Royal  Bay  on  the  23id,  and  on  the  281^  came  out  again  with  forty 
transpofts,  manoeuvring  as  before."  On  the  2nd  of  Jannaiy  it  dis- 
appeared from  St.  Lucia,  and,  after  a  short  stay  at  Hartiniqne,  pro- 
ceeded  on  the  Stli  to  St.  Kitts,  anchoring  in  Basse  Terre  Roads  on 
the  11  til.  The  British  garrison  rf tired  to  Brimstone  Hill,  a  forti- 
fied position  at  the  nnrth-west  of  the  island,  while  the  inhabit*int« 
surrendered  the  goveiunieut  to  the  French,  pledging  themselves  to 
neutrality.  The  adjacent  island  of  Nevis  capitulated  on  the  same 
terms  on  the  20th. 

On  the  14tfa  of  the  month  an  ezprees  sent  by  General  Shiiley, 
governor  of  St.  Kitts,  informed  Hood  that  a  great  fleet  approaching 
had  been  seen  fxnm  the  heights  of  Nevis  on  the  lOtlh.   The  Rear- 

•  James  Samiiarez,  Lonl  iK-  S;iuia;in»z,  0,C.  B.  Born,  1757.  Commander,  1781. 
(.'ai>tain,  178:2.  Captain  of  limuil  in  Rodney's  a -tiou,  1782.  Knif'btLil  for  ojitniv 
III'  frij^ate  Rtunim,  1793.  Captain  of  Orim  iu  Biidport's  action,  at  St.  ^'iuct•Llt,  and 
at  the  Kilt'  (when  he  was  second  in  comnuuid).  ReaiwAdatiial  and  Ikronct,  1601. 
J>i:fi'!itin1  Fn  11  h  and  8i<uiiiui\l>  uff  Algeciras,  July  12th|  1801.  Vioe^AidlDUal,  I80B. 
Vice-Aduiiral  of  Eagluud  and  a  peer,  1&31.   Died,  1836. 
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Ailiniml  at  once  put  to  sea,  thougli  short  of  bread  and  flour,  which 
could  not  Ik!  haih  and  with  tlie  niateri:d  of  liis  ships  in  wretched 
cimdition.  "When  tlie  Presidt'nt  joins,"  ]te  wrote  the  Admiralty,  "I 
sludl  be  twf'iity-twi)  stroiiL^,  wilk  which  1  beg  you  will  U8iiuru  their 
Lordsliips  I  will  seek  and  give  battle  to  the  Count  de  Grasse,  be  his 
mimben  as  tlicy  may."  On  the  IStih  a  ship  zeached  him  with  word 
that  the  Fiench  fleet  had  invested  St  Kitts.  On  the  2l8t  Hood 
anchored  at  Antigua  for  Tepoin  and  suppliea,  indispenaaUe  for  keep- 
ing the  sea  in  tlie  oi)cration8  which  he  contemplated,  the  dutatioD  of 
wliifh  could  not  be  foreseen.  About  a  thousand  troops  also  were 
embarked,  which,  with  tlie  ^^arine8  th  it  '  onlJ  Ixj  spared  from  the 
squadron,  would  give  a  landing  fortt'  of  :i,4U0  nu  n. 

St.  Kitts  iKJing  less  than  fift>-  miles  fruni  Antii,nia,  Hood  doubt- 
less now  got  accui-ate  iuformatiou  of  the  enemy  's  disixjsitions,  and 
could  form  a  definite,  well-matuzed  plan.  Thja'seems  to  have  been 
carefully  imx)arted  to  all  his  captains,  as  was  the  practice  of  Nelson, 
who  was  the  pupil  of  Hood,  if  of  any  one.  At  9.15  a.m.  the  Ad* 
miial  made  the  signal  for  all  flag-officers,'*  says  the  log  of  the 
Canada ;  '*and  at  4  p.m.  the  Admirals  and  Commodore  made  the  sig- 
nals for  all  captains  of  their  divisions."  At  5  P.M.  of  the  same  day, 
January  2;^rd.  the  fleet  weighed  a)ul  stood  over  for  Nevis,  round  the 
southern  j^oint  of  which  Basse  Tene  mtist  l)e  approached;  lor,  the 
channel  IjcLween  the  two  islands  being  impracticable  for  ships  of 
the  line,  they  viitually  were  one,  and,  their  common  axis  lying 
nortb-west  and  south-east,  the  trade-wind  is  fair  only  when  coming 
from  the  soutii. 

Basse  Terre,  where  de  Gzasse  thai  wis,  is  about  fifteen  miles  from 

the  south  point  of  Nevis.  The  madstead  lies  east  and  west,  and  Hhe 
French  fleet,  then  twenty-four  of  the  line  and  two  fifties,  were 
anchored  without  attention  to  order,  tlireo  or  fonr  deep,  the  eastern 
ships  so  placed  that  an  enemy  coniinc;  from  the  southward  ( onhl 
reach  them  with  the  prevailing  wind,  against  which  the  western  .shijw 
could  not  beat  up  quickly  to  their  supjiort.  This  being  so,  avc  are 
told  that  Hood,  starting  shortly  before  sunset  with  a  lair,  and  prob- 
ably fresh  wind,  from  a  point  only  sixty  miles  distant,  hoped  to  come 
upon  the  French  by  surprise  at  early  daybrealc,  to  attack  the  weather 
sMps,  and  from  them  to  pass  along  the  line  so  £ftr  as  might  seem 
expedient.  His  column,  thus  ].i'«sinu'  in  its  entirety  by  a  certain 
exposed  fmetiou  of  the  enom} ,  tlie  hitt.  r  would  Ik?  cut  up  in  detail  by 
the  concentration  upon  it.    The  British  then,  wearing  to  the  south* 
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ward,  would  haul  their  win  J,  luck,  aud  agaiu  stand  up  to  the  assault, 
if  the  enpim'  coiitiauud  u»  await  it. 

This  reu^tmable  exijectatiou,  and  bkiliul  coiicupiiuu,  was  thwarted 
by  a  collision,  during  the  niglit,  Ijetween  a  frigate,  the  Nymphc^  3(1, 
and  the  leading  ship  of  the  line,  the  A\fftd^  74.  The  repain  to  the 
latter  delayed  the  fleet,  the  approach  of  which  was  discovered  by 
daylight.  De  Grrasse  fherefore  put  to  sea*  He  imagined  Hood's 
purpose  was  to  throw  succotus  into  Biini.stone  Hill;  and  moreover 
the  positirui  of  the  enemy  now  was  l*et\veeu  lam  and  the  four  shijis 
of  tlic  line  niommtarily  rxjiectrd  from  Martinique,  one  of  which 
joined  him  on  the  sanie  day.  Tliu  French  were  all  under  wsiy  hv 
sunset,  standing  to  the  scmthward  under  easy  sail,  towards  the  British, 
wlio  had  rounded  the  south  point  of  Nevis  at  1  P.M.  Towards  dark. 
Hood  went  about  and  stood  also  to  the  southward,  seemiugly  in 
retreat. 

During  the  following  night  the  British  tacked  sevenal  times,  to 
keep  their  position  to  windward.  At  daylight  of  Janoaiy  2otb,  the 
two  fleets  were  to  the  westwaixl  of  Nevis;  the  British  near  the  island, 
tlie  French  almnist,  hut  several  rnilcs  to  leeward.  Foiled  in  liis  first 
8}>riiii;  by  ail  unexpected  accident,  Hood  had  not  relinquished  his 
enl4  i|nLsi>,  and  now  pi-oposed  to  seize  tlie  anchorage  quitted  by  the 
French,  so  esUiblishing  himself  there,  — as  he  had  proposed  to  Graves 
to  do  in  the  Chesapeake,  —  that  he  could  not  be  dislodged.  For  such 
a  defensive  position  St.  Kitts  offered  special  advantages.  The 
anchorage  was  on  a  narrow  ledge,  dropping  preci^tately  to  very  deep 
water;  and  it  was  possible  so  to  place  the  ships  that  the  enemy  could 
not  ciisily  anchor  near  them. 

At  5.30  A.M.  of  the  25th  Hood  made  the  signal  to  form  line  of 
battle '  on  the  starboard  tack,  at  one  cable  interval.^  It  is  mentioned 
in  the  log  of  the  Co 74,  Captain  the  H«»n.  William  Comwallis. 
that  that  ship  broiighl-lo  in  her  sUition,  fourth  iium  the  rear,  at  7 
o'clock.  By  10  o'clock  the  line  was  formed,  and  the  ships  hove-to 
in  it  At  10.45  the  signal  was  made  to  fill  [to  go  ahead],  the  van 
ships  to  carry  the  same  sail  as  the  Admiral,  —  topsails  and  foresails, 
— followed,  just  before  noon,  by  the  order  to  prepare  to  anchor,  with 
springs  on  the  cables.   The  French,  who  were  steering  south,  on  the 

^  Sve  not«  on  opposite  page. 

'  The  tiuw  and  geiunl  movnaats  are  put  together  ftom  Hood*k  Jounal  and 
the  Log  of  tb«  Cattada,  piibliehed  hy  the  Navy  Beooide  Soeififtr.  *I«tte»  of  Lord 
Hood,*  pp.  64, 86. 
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port  tflck.  wliih;  the  IMtish  were  hove  to,  went  about  as  Boon  as  the 
latter  lilled,  and  stood  t^jwiuds  them  in  bow  and  «|uarter  line. 

At  noon  the  Hritish  fleet  was  ninninfr  along  eh)se  under  tlie  biifh 
land  of  Nevis;  so  (  lose  titat  tlie  S»li-h>vu  '1>^.  ('ii)'tain  ('h:ivli  >  llnhncs 
Kveritt,  one  of  the  trigatf.H  in-shore  t>t  lite  line,  gruuiided  aiul  was 
wivcked.  No  signals  were  needed,  except  to  corivct  irregularities  iu 
the  order,  for  the  captains  knew  what  they  were  to  do.  The  French 
were  approaching  steadily,  but  inevitably  dropping  afttem  with  refer- 
eiice  to  the  point  of  the  euemy*8  line  for  which  they  were  heading. 
At  2  I'.M.  (h>  GnM8e*s  flagship,  the  I'iUc  <k  J'tiris,  fire«l  sev«'ral  shot 
at  tlie  British  rear,  whieh  alone  she  eould  reach,  wliile  liis  left  wing 
was  nearing  the  Burfffvr.  HoiKl's  flagship,  anfl  (he  vessels  astern  of 
her.  wliic'li  o{>ened  their  lire  nt  *2.:10..  Mood,  trusting  to  liis  captains 
disre^^iuded  this  threat  to  the  rear  half  of  his  foree.  Signals  Hew  for 
the  van  to  cnnvd  sail  and  take  its  anchorage,  and  at  3.30  p.m.  tlie 
leading  shiiis  l»egan  to  anchor  in  line  ahead,  covered  as  they  did  bo 
by  tlie  broadsides  of  the  rear  and  the  rear  centre.  Upon  the  latter 
die  French  were  now  keeping  up  a  snuut  fire.  Between  the  Canada 
and  her  next  astern,  the  Pmdtnt^  64,  —  which  was  a  dull  auler,  — 
there  was  a  considerable  interval.  Towards  it  the  Fnuich  admiral 
pressed,  aiming  to  cut  oif  the  three  rear  vessels;  but  Corawallis  threw 

NoTK.  —  Li.'<t  of  tbe  fleet  under  Rear-AUmiml  SirSaoittd  Hood,  U.irt.,  on  Jan.  25tli, 
17.S2.  (ImeiicU'd  lint  of  Itnttlc  ns  thn  tlirt  =:toml  iti.  It  wr\^  sli-lillv  iiKKtificil  l.y 
aixidtintal  circunistaucea ;  anil  ou  the  ^(ith  the  ship  were  anchoml  in  the  onler  indi- 
cated Hr  the  nnmbm  prefiud  to  them,  the  Btiif9rd  being  neat«st  to  Btuae  Tene.) 


8Htro. 


St. 
AMite . 
iHlrrpit 


I'riiirr  Gtarge  Us 
AJ»r    ...  74 

I'rin'  i  H'illuim  tV» 

lt,<i„r,l.lr     .  74 


COMIIAKUERB. 


Ospt;.  ChariM  IngUa. 
'74  Cki*.  ChariM  Tbompaon. 

64  Oapt.  Anthony  Ju.  fyt  Hollojr. 
74  t'apt.  John  hcm\»  aidoin. 
J     1  R«ir-A<lminil  Pnuici*  Boniuc] 
il,  Prinrrta  .  .    7ii  |    Unkt  { R). 

'     '  C»pt.  CbM'lei  KnatchbuH. 
Capt.  Junra  Williauu, 
Capt.  Nicholaa  Charrln([tou. 
Capt.  Or«rR«  Wllaon. 
Capt.  fjiwrpf  WilkiiiMHl. 
Capt  ,1  hii  Knight, 
Capt.  t  lta>l«a  Sax  ton. 
I  lt«ar-Adin.  airRMWMl  Hood, 
!    Ban.  (K). 
I     '  enpt.  .^Wxaodcr  Hood. 
74  I'jj.l   KruiiH*  RrynoH*. 
;t'4  (;apt.  l.or>1  rraii>t..ui] 


SHiro. 


.Ar/rr,l     .  . 
Prgtmt,  'JR 
FortHWr,  40 
I.Uanl,  \a 
Vhampinn,  24 
Cvnirrl.  :VJ 
Triton,  as  . 


Si 


COMMAJiDBRS. 


I*. 


//■•rfff'ir  . 


MoH'tH'h  . 

i'fHtnur  . 


/■,...<.,,l 
Amrru-a  .  . 


U  Capt.  m'ilUMI  B»JM 

ICapt.  John  BtMilioiw. 

Capt.  Hiiirl.  CLiUTry  ( 

'Ckpt.  ).  ;>  ...m  l 

Capt.  Tkuitijw  Wiwt. 

iCapt.  Henry  Harvey. 

Capt.  John  M'Uufta. 
74  Capt.  Hoo.  BmwfUtwfm  I 

'  hope. 
7-i  Capt.  Lvnl  Rohert  Manners. 
-|  )  Commod.  RiIuiuimI  Affleck. 

•  Oapt,  Th<  imi  tirnnm  (3V 
'ICapt.  H»ii  NViiliutiiConiwaUia. 
'•t  ("a|it  Aii<Ir(  \v  ll.irklejr. 
**  C«I>t.  4imiri.M-  I!.i«i-n(l). 
>^|i'apt.  Samni  I  Tl>nni}iMD. 

[Capt.  John  Rtxlnvy  (7). 
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From  u  lii«t  in  S«:hi)UilKTy,  iv.  39G,  a*  correcteil  in  MS.  b\-  Ihwy  Wise  Han-ey  i 
eliMked  Jbj  StMPs '  Navy  List'  of  Dec.  3Ut,  1781,  antl  Uatdi  ZlHf  178S^  uiA  com. 
pan'd  with  lit-s,  ctc^W.  L.  C. 
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every  thing  aback  and  closed  down  uiK)n  his  consorti — a  stimng 
deed  in  which  he  was  imitated  by  the  BuolutUm  and  Btdford,  74*8, 
immediately  ahead  of  him.  De  Grasse  was  thus  foiled,  but  so  nar- 
rowly, that  an  officer,  looking  from  one  "f  ilic  ships  uhic-h  had 
anchored,  asscrtod  that  for  a  moment  lie  rould  iioireive  llio  Villc  de 
P'tri.f\s  jilt  inside  tlie  IJritisli  line.  As  the  rear  of  the  hitter  jmslied 
<>n  tt)  it»s  place,  it  cleared  the  lnoadsidcs  of  the  iHtw  alieliored  van  and 
centre,  and  these  o^jened  Ui»on  llie  enemy,  a  great  jKii't  of  whom  were 


nnOD  AND  VIS.  GIIASHE. 


Atning  out  behind  the  llritish  eohimn,  without  opponents  as  yet»  hot 
hastenin<j:  iii>  to  jrot  tlicir  shaie  of  the  action.  The  Brtrjfcur,  which 
anchored  at  4.03,  o|iened  lire  ajipiin  at  4.40  i-.m.  Thus,  a.s  the 
Coudil'i  aii<l  her  few  <'oni|)aiiiiuis.  who  liore  the  hrunt  of  the  day, 
Avere  shell ti  tiin<jf  sail  and  rounding-to,  .still  under  a  hot  cannonaclc. 
the  liatt4  iies  of  their  predecessoi-s  were  ringing  ctiit  their  welcunic, 
and  at  the  same  time  covering  their  movements  hy  giving  the  enemy 
much  else  to  think  abont.  The  Canada,  fetching  up  near  the  tul 
of  the  column,  and  letting  go  in  a  huny,  ran  out  two  cables  on  end. 
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and  fouiul  upou  sounding  that  sho  had  drop|K;d  her  anchor  in  a  hiui- 
drorl  and  fifty  fathoms  of  water.  The  Frencli  column  stood  on,  off 
aonndingSf  though  close  to,  firing  ns  it  passed,  and  then,  wearing  to 
the  sonthward  in  succession,  stood  out  of  action  on  tihe  port  tack,  its 

inofTcctnal  hrcKulsides  ;id<liiii^  U*  the  t^mndeur  and  excitement  of  the 
scene,  and  sAvelHn<^  the  i^lo'  v  of  IIiKid's  successful  (hiring,  of  which 
it  is  dilheult  to  speak  t*in  liicrldy.  The  captain  of  t!ie  lii'iolvfinn^ 
i^onl  Koliert  MannetH,  writing  u  week  ktcr,  passed  upou  this  achieve- 


UOuO  AND  OK  i.UA»l.. 


mcnt  a  verdict,  which  posterity  will  confirm.  The  taking  posses- 
sion of  this  road  was  well  judged,  v^U  conducted,  and  well  executed, 
thoifjrh  indecfl  the  French  had  an  f^portunity  —  which  they  missed 
—  of  bringing  our  rear  to  a  very  severe  account.    The  van  and  centre 

divisions  lironrjht  to  an  anchor  nnck'r  the  fire  of  the  rear,  which  was 
iMit^ac^ed  witli  t]ie  cix  iny's  centre  (Fig.  1);  and  then  tlie  centre.  Wing 
at  ail  niii'lirir  and  jintjx  ilj  placed,  covei-ed  us  wliile  we  ancliored 
(Fig.  jiuiking,  I  think,  the  most  masti-rly  manonivro  I  ever  .saw." 
Whether  regard  be  had  to  the  thoughtful  preparation,  tlic  crafty 
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management  of  tiie  fleet  antecedent  to  the  final  ptuh,  the  ealeulated 
audacity  of  the  latter,  or  tiie  firm  and  sagacious  tactical  handling 
from  the  fint  moment  to  ilie  last,  Nelson  himself  never  did  a  more 
Iffilliant  deed  than  this  of  Hood's.^    All  iiiing  ceased  at  5.80. 

Niitiirall y,  an  order  taken  up  under  such  conditions  needed  some 
rectifying  before  further  Icittlc.  As  the  pmper  station  inn;  of  the  fleet 
tleppncled  in  y^reat  nieasuie  uprm  the  jM)?<ition  of  tlie  van  sliip,  HocmI 
liad  pill  u  local  pilut  on  hoard  her;  Iiut  ulicn  the  action  ceased,  he 
found  that  slie  was  not  as  close  to  the  shore  as  he  had  inteudi  d. 
Hie  rear,  on  the  other  hand,  was  naturally  in  the  most  disorder,  o^ving 
to  the  oiicumstanoes  attending  its  anchorage.  Three  ships  from  the 
rear  were  consequently  directed  to  place  themselves  ahead  of  the  van, 
closing  the  interval,  while  othen  shifted  their  berths,  according  to 
specific  directions.  The  order  as  finally  assumed  was  as  follows. 
The  van  sliip  ^^'as  anchored  so  close  to  the  shore  that  it  was  in)]x)«8ible 
to  jKiss  within  her,  or,  with  the  prevailiiif,'  wind,  even  to  reach  her, 
because  of  a  jioint  and  shonl  jnst  outsulf.  coveiiiii;  her  jKiKition. 
From  her  the  line  extended  in  a  vvej^i-amth-we^t  directiou  to  tlie 
fifteenth  ship,  —  the  Barflcnr^  98,  Hood's  flagship,  —  when  it  tamed 
to  north,  the  last  six  ships  being  on  a  north  and  south  line.  These 
six,  with  their  broadsides  tamed  to  the  westward,  prevented  a 
column  passing  from  south  to  north,  the  only  way  one  could  pass, 
from  enfilading  the  main  line  with  impunity.  The  latter  covered 
with  its  guns  the  approach  from  the  south. 

At  daylit,dit  on  the  follmvinfj  morning,  JanuarA'  20th,  the  ships 
ln'gaii  ehanging  their  places,  the  French  l)eing  then  seven  or  eight 
miles  distant  in  the  south-south-east.  At  7  a.m.  they  were  seen  Ui 
be  approaehiiig  in  line  of  battle,  under  a  press  of  sail,  heading  for 
tite  British  van.  The  Canada,  which  had  begun  at  5  a.m.  to  tacUe 
her  200-odd  fathoms  of  cable,  was  obliged  to  cat,  whereby  **we  lost 
the  small  bower  anchor  and  two  caUes  with  one  8-inch  and  one  d-inch 
hawseis,  which  wctb  bent  for  springs."  The  ship  had  to  work  to 
windward  to  clos(>  vrith  the  fleet|  and  was  theit^foiv:  onlered  by  the 
Hear-.\dmind  to  keep  engaging  under  way,  until  10. oO,  when  a  nies- 
sagi'  was  sent  her  to  anehor  in  supiiort  of  the  ivar.  The  action 
iKJi^au  l»etween  8.30  and  9  a.m.,  the  leaiiing  French  siiip  heading  for 
the  Hriiish  van,  seemingly  with  the  view  of  jKissing  r»»und  and  inside 
it.    Against  this  attempt  Hood's  precautions  pix)lwbly  were  siifli- 

'  IllustratioQs  of  otlier  jifinnes  of  ihin  battl«  can  be  fouud  in  Maliau'a  *Iu(ia«ace 
of  Sea  Power  upon  History,'  pp.  470^  478. 
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eient;  Imt  as  the  enemy^s  vessel  approached«  the  wind  headed  her,  so 
that  she  eould  only  fetch  the  third  ship,  ^e  latter,  with  the  vessels 

ahea<l  astt-ni,  spnin;^  tlu'ir  Kittcrics  upon  her.  **The  crash  occR- 
stoued  !)>  their  desti id  ti\ o  I)r<)<id8ide8  was  SO  tremendous  on  boanl 

her  tliat  whole  pieces  of  plank  were  seen  flyin£»  from  Ikt  ofT  side, 
ere  she  eould  esrajw  the  e(>t>l  eoiieeiitrated  tire  of  lier  (K  teniiined 
advei-saries." '  She  put  her  helm  up,  and  laii  along  outside  the 
Brilbih  liue,  receiving  the  tirst  tire  of  each  siuccessive  ship.  Her 


U0UD'.S  OKDCIl  <>K  D.\1TI.»_     AT  ANCHOR  AT  ST.   Kli  rs. 


movement  was  imitated  l»y  her  followers,  some  keeping  off  sooner, 
some  later;  l»nt  de  tJrasse  in  his  flagship  not  only  came  close,  but 
pointed  his  after  yards  to  the  win<l.-  to  move  the  slower.  As  he 
[Kirted  Ills  helm  when  leaving  the  Jl'i rjl*  i' r,  this  hrotight  these  sails 
alKiek,  keeping  him  a  still  longer  time  hefore  the  15ritisli  ships  thrown 
to  the  rear.  "lu  this  he  wiis  suitported  hy  those  ships  which  were 
astern,  or  imroediatply  ahead  of  him.   During  this  short  but  tre- 

*  Wbite  :  •  Naval  Rc!K;archi'rt.' 

*  Sbjup  ap  by  tbe  starboard  braces,  the  wind  being  on  tbe  rtarboaid  qotitar. 


518 


MAJOR  OFEHATiOSS.  17«2-1783. 


mendous  conflict  in  thut  part  uf  tliu  licUl  of  battle^  nothing  wbatever 

could  Ix,'  seen  of  tlicm  fur  ii|nvnnl.s  of  twenty  njinutes,  save  de 
(irasse's  white  ihvj;  al  tlit'  iiiaiii-topgallant  luastluad  uf  the 


roris^  gmcetuliy  tioiiting  ahove  the  innuense  v<»huiiL>  of  snittke  that  I 
enveloped  theni,  or  the  pennanlM  oi  thuse  ships  wliieli  weix'  occa- 
sionally perceptible,  when  an  iocreaso  of  breeze  would  waft  away  the 
smoke."  ^ 

Thotigh  most  gallantly  done,  no  such  loutuie  nunoiuvre  as  this 
could  shake  Hood's  solidly  assumed  position.  The  attempt  was  ' 
lepeated  in  the  afternoon,  hnt  nuiw  feebly,  and  vi[)on  the  centre  and 
rear  oidy.  This  also  wiis  ineiYeetnal;  and  Hood  wius  left  in  triumph- 
ant pdssession  of  the  field.  The  losses  in  the  several  alVaii-s  of  the 
two  days  had  lieen:  British,  T'2  killed,  "244  wounded:  Frencli.  107 
killed,  2uT  wounded.  Theneeturlh  Uie  I'leueli  tieet  couliiiucd  cruis- 
ing to  leeward  of  the  isliuid,  appuiacliing  alnukst  daily,  frequently 
threatening  attack,  and  occasionally  exchanging  distant  shots;  but 
no  serious  encounter  took  place.  Interest  was  centred  on  Brimstone 
Hill,  where  alone  on  the  island  tlie  British  Bag  still  flew.  De  Grasse 
awaited  its  surrender,  flattering  hiuisclf  that  the  British  would  lo 
forced  then  to  put  to  sea,  and  that  his  lleet,  inci-ea^ed  by  successive 
arrivals  to  thirty-two  of  the  would  (hi  ii  find  an  opportunity 

to  crush  the  man  who  had  outwiiled  and  out-niano-uvred  hin>  «>u 
January  '2olh  and  2(»tli.  In  (his  lioj^e  he  was  deceived  by  his  own 
iuaptness  and  hLs  ailvensury's  rcadiuiss.  liood  was  uauljle  to  succour 
Brimstone  HIE,  for  want  of  troops ;  the  French  having  landed  6,000 
•men,  against  which  the  British  2,400  could  effect  nothing,  cither 
alone  or  in  co-operation  with  the  garrison,  which  was  but  1,200 
strong.  The  work  capitulated  on  the  18th  of  February.  De  (iiusae, 
who  had  neglected  to  keep  Iiw  8litj[is  provisioned,  went  next  day  to  i 
Nevis  and  anchored  there  to  empty  the  storesliij  s.  That  evening 
lioud  called  his  captains  on  Ijoaixl,  explained  his  inuutinTis.  had  •lirni 
set  tJieir  W!tt<-hes  by  his,  and  at  11  I'.M.  the  cables  wrn-  i  ut  mh.  ]y 
one,  lights  l>eing  left  on  the  buoys,  and  tiie  licet  silently  dec.iU4»nl, 
piussing  round  tlie  north  end  uf  Hi.  Kitts,  and  so  towards  Antigua. 
Wlien  De  Grasse  opened  his  eyv»  next  momiiig,  Uie  British  were 
no  longer  to  be  seen.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  fortunately 
executed,'*  wrote  Lord  Robert  Munuen,  '^as  not  one  accident  hap- 
pened from  it.  Taking  the  whole  in  one  light)  though  not  successful 
in  the  point  we  aimed  iit,  nevei'ihelviis  it  was  well  conducted,  and 


1  White  :  *  Navttl  Rcwaiches.* 
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has  given  the  eneiii}-  u  pretty  severe  check;  and  if  you  give  him  liaU 
the  ore  (lit  the*  enciny  does*  Sir  Samuel  Uood  will  staud  very  liigh  in 
the  liulilic  e^t iinution." 

lltKnl  s  intention  had  bi-en  t»i  rciurn  to  Barhados;  but  on  ilie 
25th  of  February  he  was  joined,  to  windward  of  Antigua,  by  Admiral 
Sir  George  Rodney,  who  had  arrived  from  England  a  week  earlier, 
bringing  with  him  twelve  ships  of  the  line.  The  new  Commander-in- 
Chief  endeavoured  to  cttt  off  de  Grasse  from  Martinique,  bat  the 
French  fleet  got  in  there  on  the  20th.  Rodney  consequently  went  to 
St.  Lucia,  to  relit  Hood's  ships,  and  In  {trt'pare  for  the  coming  cam- 
liaijjn.  ill  wliirh  it  was  understood  th.it  thf  (  ((iiqtust  of  .hunaiea  was 
to  1)0  llie  hmt  object  of  the  allies.  An  iiuporiaiit  •  oiulition  to  tin  ir 
su('i;ess  was  the  arrival  of  a  givat  convoy,  luiown  to  bt;  on  its  way 
from  Brest  to  repair  the  losses  which  Kempcnfelt*s  raid  and  subse- 
(|ueut  bad  weather  liad  inflicted  in  December.  Hood  suggested  to 
lioduey  to  halve  the  fleet,  which  then  numbered  thirty-six  of  the 
line,  letting  one  part  cruise  north  of  Dominica,  between  that  island 
and  Dcscada,  while  the  other  gnarded  the  southern  appriuich,  lictwevn 
Martinique  and  St.  Lucia.  Kodney,  however,  Wius  unwilling  to  do 
this,  and  adopted  a  lialf-measurc,  —  llonirs  division  bciiitx  stationed 
to  windward  of  ilir  north  end  of  Mailiuuiue,  miching  «)nly  as  far 
nortli  as  the  latitude  of  Dominica,  while  the  centre  and  rear  were 
abix^t  of  the  ceuti'c  aud  south  of  Martiuii^ue;  all  in  mutual  touch 
by  intermedbto  vessels.  It  would  seem  —  reading  between  tlie  lines 
—  that  Hood  tried  to  stretch  his  cruising  ground  northwards,  in 
pursuance  of  his  own  ideas,  but  Rodney  recalled  him.  The  Fteneb 
convoy  consequently  passed  nortli  of  Hrx  ada.  i unvoved  by  two  sllips 
of  the  line,  and  on  the  2<>th  of  ^birch  reached  Martinitiue  safely. 
!>(■  t'.nisse's  force  was  thus  raisi'd  to  thirty-five  of  the  line,  iuchuling 
tuo  iitt\  'j-un  shijKS,  ;vs  ag;iinst  tlie  lU'itish  thirty-'<ix.  At  the  end  of 
llie  niuiuli  Kodney  returned  to  St.  Lucia,  antl  there  remained  at 
anchor,  vigilantly  watching  the  Fivnch  fleet  in  Fort  Uoyal  by  means 
of  a  chain  of  frigates. 

The  problem  now  immediately  confronting  de  Grasse  —  the  first 
step  to  tlio  conquest  of  Jamaica  —  was  extremely  difficult.  It  was  to 
convoy  to  Cap  Francois  the  siipj.ly  v«fssels  essential  to  his  enterprise, 
Ijesides  the  mercliant  fleet  bound  for  France;  making  in  all  one 
hundix'd  and  fifty  ntiarmed  shi[)S  Ui  Ix;  protected  by  his  thirty-five  .sail 
of  the  line,  in  face  of  the  Hritish  thirty-six.  The  trade-wind  Ixdng 
fair,  he  purj[K>sed  to  skin  the  iuiier  edge  of  the  Caribbean  Seaj  by 
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which  means  he  would  keep  close  to  a  succession  of  firiendly  porte, 
wherein  the  convoy  might  find  tef uge  m  case  of  need* 

\Vitli  this  plan  tlie  French  armament  pat  to  sea  on  tlu*  8th  of 
April,  178:2.  TUv,  fact  Ixiiiig  rci>ortO(l  promptly  U)  IIchIiu'V,  l»y  lujon 
his  \v1k>U>  fleets  \v;\.s  clear  of  its  aiicliorag«»  hikI  in  pui-suit.  Tlifu  was 
evidejit  the  vital  iitipurtuiici'  nf  IVarrinjxti iiTs  ciinfjticst  of  St.  I.ueia; 
for,  hiul  llu'  IWili.sli  U'cn  at  liarliailois,  tlic  uiu-sL  prubuljk^  alu^iti.itive, 
iLe  Freiu  ii  movement  not  only  would  Lave  been  longer  unknown, 
but  puzsuit  would  have  started  from  a  hundred  miles  distant,  instead 
of  tlurty.  If  the  British  had  met  this  disadvantage  by  cruising  before 
Martinique,  they  would  have  encountered  the  difficulty  of  keeping 
their  shii>s  supplied  with  water  and  other  necessiiries,  which  St.  I.,u(-ia 
afToi-ded.  In  Irutli,  without  in  any  degree  minimising  the  faults  of 
the  loser,  or  the  merits  of  tlie  winner,  in  the  exciting  week  that  fol- 

*  Britisli  ll«et  niulvr  Admirul  Sir  Oeorgs  Brj'Jges  Bodn«y,  and  line  of  bnUle  on 

April  \-2i\i,  17S2.  Fniiii  li>tM  in  P.  it  m.  vi.  324,  uu<l  Sdi  .ni^M  r.;  (ix'vi*.-,l  in  MS. 
of  H.  Haxvuy),  iv.  'iW  ;  coiujjatcd  wilb  il^iatcliea  ami  wilU  Sto^;!'*  *  Savy  LmU.' 
—  W.  L.  C. 
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74 
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Com.  Bkiunl  Immm. 
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i'fwimr*    .  .  . 
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M 

Xrl.m,'  U. 

Oma.  JiiliM  IhniRhiar. 

-  ^  t  CamiiMMl.  Bdiiwml  AfllNk. 
1 1  Cq*.  TlMiMH  Omtrc*  0). 

Printt  Geofigt ,  , 

M 

tVlmr-Adm.  Trtmdt  ShbmI 
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(    Drake  iB). 

Rfptritf  .... 

mlCitpt.  ThuBiaa  Unnu««|. 

I  Capt  ni.irl.'n  KMtaUMIi 

f\rKA''"  .... 

u'iUM.  HvH.  Win.  CdruwalUa. 

Coni/nerw  .  .  . 

74  0»pl.  <ii-iirtfi-  liaUmn. 
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\MII»$tM  .... 
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1  iipl.  Ri'l«'rt  K;iif»liiiw»- i  Ti. 

74  (^|it.  CfaarlM  Thoupaon. 

1  .\'li>i    Bir  (Jcv.rKf  llry<liri-» 
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74  Capt  Sam.  Pitchlord  UMiMk 
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1 

1     K.»liM  y  (  W ). 

M,<i  flf  n  ftrffffi 

74  Cnpt.  Taylor  IStnoy. 

1  I'.tjil  Sir<'h«>..  I>  iiivlii"  1 IM) 

.1/<|)IKT1,»  3G 

iOapt.  Ji  tin  Lrarpo 
'I'apt  Jolin  M't.iiinn. 

y  ('a|tt  .Ittliii  Syliiiiiin  ^JIhl). 

Trihm.  ''H      .  . 

liakt  

Cuit.  AlMi  Uardiwr. 

f    A.'*ti  f/'/*rr,  '24 

Capt  lieorgtt  Wilaou. 

ii;4  t'Mil.  HMnJiimlii  Cddmll. 

1       fi'  l  Mlllllf,*  IC  . 

Cotn.  Geo.  Angaatua  Ki|p|L 

I 

1    JUiiti  [t.        iS . 

|Coni.  John  Aylmer. 

*  TliM*  T«aa«b  warn  iM  in  tbe  actiou.  t  XofUllx  mcmaOai  ou  A|icU  I'ith. 

t  KUItdonApiOlttli.  f  XOhd  on  April  I2tta. 
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lowed,  the  opening  situation  may  Ik;  said  to  have  represented  on  either 
side  an  aocMnmlation  of  neglects  or  of  suepesws.  which  ;it  the  moment 
of  their  (H-cniri-ni  c  luav  havf  si'fiiiL'd  iiulividuall v  tri\ial.  De  Grasse 
was  ti'eniendoUi'.ly  handicapped  fiuiii  ihe  uuu>ei  by  the  eiToi-s  of  his 
predecessuw  and  o£  himself.  That  tlje  British  had  St.  Lucia  i\&  their 
outpoet  was  due  not  only  to  Bairingtoo's  diligence,  but  also  to 
d'Estiung'a  alackneaa  and  professtonol  Umidity;  and  it  nuiy  be  ques> 
ticaied  whetber  de  Graaae  himself  had  shown  a  proper  nndeistanding 
of  strategic  conditions)  when  he  neglected  that  i^<land  in  favour  of 
Tobago  and  St.  Kitts.  Certainly,  Hood  had  feared  for  it  greatly  the 
year  Ixjfore.  That  the  convoy  was  there  to  eniliaiTass  his  niovemeiit.«i, 
innv  iHit  have  Immmi  the  fault  of  the  French  aciiiiiral;  hut  it  wita 
gif.aly  and  ciitiii  ly  liis  fault  that^  of  the  thirty-six  ships  purauing 
Jiim,  tweuLy-one  n*pifsfiili'il  a  lorLe  ihaL  lie  could  have  cruiihed  in 
detail  a  few  weeks  before,  —  not  to  mention  the  similar  fdlure  of 
April,  178L 

Large  bodies  of  ships  comtnonly  will  move  less  mpldly  than  small. 
Fiy        i'.M.  of  the  day  of  starting,  Rodney's  look-outs  had  siglited 

the  French  fleet;  and  In^fore  sundown  it  could  be  seen  from  the 
mastheads  of  the  main  ImhIv.  At  G  next  morning,  the  'Jth,  the 
4'neiny,  both  tlcpt  and  cdiu  ia  ,  visible  from  the  deck  of  the  Borjfrnry 
the  tlagsliiji  ni  ll(iii<rs  tlivisiuu,  llien  in  the  van.  The  Fivnch  lio«! 
north-cust,  disumt  lour  to  twelve  miles,  ajid  extending  iri»m  aijmist 
of  tlie  centre  of  Dominica  northwards  towanls  Guadelouiie.  The 
British  therefore  had  gained  much  during  the  night,  and  were  now 
olT  Dominica,  to  leeward  of  the  enemy's  rear,  which  was  becalmed 
under  the  laud  (b).  Some  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  French  van, 
having  opene»l  out  the  channel  lK?tween  Dominica  and  Guadelou[)e, 
felt  afresh  trade-wiiid,  against  which  they  weii'  beating;  and  tlieir 
nundK'r  was  i,'radually  increased  as  individual  ships,  utilising  the 
cats[iaws,  hUile  dear  of  the  high  land  of  Dominiea  ( l>>.  Hood's 
division  in  like  manner^  lli-si  among  tlie  British,  gi>t  the  brce/c,  and, 
with  eight  ships,  the  commander  of  the  von  stood  norUi  in  order  of 
liattle.  To  the  nortli-west  of  him  were  two  French  vesseln,  separated 
fmiii  their  consorts  and  threatened  to  be  cut  off  (i).  Thp»e  stood 
boldly  down  and  crossed  die  heiul  of  Hood's  column ;  one  {Missing  so 
close  til  the  leading  ship,  lln-  J '//•<  /,  that  the  latter  liad  tn  In-ar  up 
to  let  her  pass.  IJodney  had  hoistcil  a  signal  to  engage  at  <».:58  a.m., 
but  ha<l  hauled  if  down  almost  immediately,  and  Ilniirl  wf  nld  not  lire 
without  ordei's.    These  tdii^M  therefore  rejoined  tlie  main  ljudy  uu- 
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hurnieil.  At  the  French  hoisted  their  colours,  and  shortly  after- 
wards tlieir  whiile  lleet  tacked  and  stood  south,  opposite  to  I  food. 

l)e  (ti-.isse  now  ha<l  iveoj^iiised  that  he  could  Hot  es(aj>e  action,  if 
the  convoy  k»  pt  couiiiany.  He  tlieiffoic  dir.  <  ted  tlie  two  nfly-<,MMi 
ships,  Jixjtc  rime  III  and  SajittairCy  to  aceoui^any  it  iuto  GuudcluuiK', 
where  it  arrived  safely  that  day;  and  he  decided  that  the  fleet  should 
ply  to  windward  through  the  channel  between  Dominica  and 
Guadeloupe,  nearly  midway  in  which  lies  a  group  of  small  islands 


RODKBT  AHP  DK  OKAMB. 


called  'J'he  Saintes, — a  name  at  times  tjiven  to  the  IjattU' of  April 
I'Jth.  liV  this  course  he  hoped  not  only  to  lead  the  enemy  away 
from  the  eouvoy,  but  also  t<j  lhn)\v  off  pui-suit  Uirough  his  superior 
speed,  and  so  to  accomplish  his  mission  unharmed.  The  French 
8hi[>s,  larger,  deejier,  and  with  better  lines  than  tlieir  opponents,  weie 
naturally  better  ssilers,  and  it  may  be  infcrre<l  that  even  coppering 
had  not  entirely  overconw  this  mrigiMl  disadvantage  of  the  British. 

At  the  very  nioinent  of  liet^iniunix  his  new  policy,  however,  a 
subtie  temptation  assailed  de  Grasse  irresistibly,  in  tiie  exposed  posi- 
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tioii  u{  Hofxl's  coluum;  and  lie  met  it,  not  l>v  a  frank  iuid  UeuiSy 
uccrpuuicu  ut  a  great  opportunity,  but  by  a  liulf-iiieasure.  lluud 
thoroughly  eruslKnU  the  Britbh  fleet  became  liopelessly  inferior  to 
the  French;  Hood  damaged,  and  it  became  somewhat  inferior:  poe- 
sibly  it  would  be  deterred  from  fuiiher  pursuit.  De  Giasse  decidetl 
for  this  second  course,  and  ordured  Imlf  his  fleet  to  attack.  This 
operation  was  carried  out  under  the  ortlci-s  of  tiie  Marquis  de 
Vaudreuil,  the  second  in  command.   The  ships  engaged  in  it  bore 


down  from  tlic  windward,  attacked  Hood's  rear  ships,  stood  along  on 
the  weather  side  of  his  Column  at  long  range,  and,  having  passed 
ahead,  tacked  in  succession  and  formed  aijain  in  the  rear,  whence 

they  repeale*!  the  same  mario-uvre  (  Position  !.)•  Thus  a  procession 
of  HftiM-n  -Ax'xys  kept  ]»;t<sij)-;  l,y  fij,dit,  dcseribing  a  eontinnous  eurvc 
of  elliiJliial  I'unii.  They  were  able  to  do  tliis  because  H(M)d  wa.s 
coudenmcd  to  a  low  si>eed,  lest  he  should  tlrau  too  far  away  from  llic 
British  centre  (a)  and  rear  (e),  still  leciUmed  undt  r  Dominica,  i  he 
French,  having  choice  of  distance,  kept  at  long  gunshot,  because  they 
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were  deficient  in  carronades,  of  wliicli  the  Britis]!  had  many.  These 
guns,  of  sliort  range  but  hii-ge  calibre,  wei'e  thus  rendeivd  usvless. 
Could  they  have  come  into  l>lay,  the  French  rigging  and  sails  woidd 
have  suffered  severely.  This  lu-st  engagement  lasted,  by  Hood's  log, 
from  U.48  to  10.25  a.m.  It  Wivs  resumed  in  stronger  force  at  14 
minutes  past  no(ni,  and  continued  till  1.45  p.m.  (Position  II.),  when 
firing  ceased  fur  that  day;  Uoduey  hauling  down  the  signal  for  Uittle 


MKDAL  COMMEMOnATlVE  OF  UOOSKY'*  VirTORY,  AJ-KIL  12TII,  17^2. 
(frsiit  an  original  kimttg  lent  by  Ca/tl.  II.  S.  U.  Princt  Loui*  oj  BntUnbrrg,  It.  X.) 

at  2.  Between  the  two  affairs,  which  wei-e  identical  in  general 
chanicter.  Hood's  colunm  was  reinforced,  and  gi-eat  jiart  of  the 
British  centre  also  got  into  action  with  some  of  the  French  main 
IkhIv,  though  at  long  range  only.  **  Except  the  two  rear  shiixs," 
wrote  Rodney  to  Hood  that  night,  "the  others  fired  at  such  a  distiince 
that  I  ivturned  none." 

The  injuries  to  the  British  ships  engaged  were  not  such  as  to  com- 
f)el  them  to  leave  the  fleet.  The  Jioi/al  Oak  lost  her  main  topmast, 
and  that  of  the  Warrior  fell  two  days  later,  not  improlKibly  from 
wounds ;  but  in  these  wjis  nothing  tliat  the  ready  han«ls  of  seamen 
could  not  repair  so  as  to  continue  the  chase.  Rodney  theit?f«)re  con- 
tented himself  with  reversing  tlu;  order,  putting  Hood  in  the  rear, 
whereby  he  was  able  to  refit,  and  yet  follow  fast  enough  not  to  lie  »>ut 
of  supporting  distance.  One  of  the  French  shijis,  the  Caion,  (J4,  was 
so  injured  that  de  Grasse  detached  her  into  (Jmuleloujie.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  a  crippled  shii)  in  a  cha.sed  fleet  not  only  endar- 
rasses  movement,  but  may  compromise  the  whole  body,  if  the  latter 
delay  to  protect  it;  whereas  the  chaser  keeps  between  his  lame  birtls 
and  the  enemy. 

During  the  night  of  the  0th  the  British  lay-to  ft)r  rt?pairs.  The 
next  mctrning  they  resumed  the  pursjiit,  turning  to  windward  after 


Digitized  by  Google 


1782.] 


HODSEY  Am  DE  GBASSE. 


525 


the  enemy,  hut  u^kih  ihe  whuk-  losing  thrtmgiuiut  Uie  10th  and  tlie 
lltli.  At  day  light  of  the  lOtli  the  Freucli,  by  the  higs  of  Hood  and 
ComwalUs,  were  **froiii  four  to  five  leagues  distant,'*  ''just  in  night 
from  the  deck."  During  that  night,  however,  the  74,  Itad 
collided  with  the  «/a«on,  64;  and  the  latter  was  injured  so  far  as  to 
U'  compelled  to  fttllow  the  Caton  into  rinadeloupe.  At  sunset  of 
that  day  liodney  signalli'd  a  general  eluise  to  windward,  tlie  effect  of 
wlucli  was  tri  f'TKiMi^  carh  ship  to  do  her  Ix'st  acronling  to  her  caj)- 
tain's  judgment  dmitiL,'  the  dark  honi-s.  Xevi'ithelL'ss.  (ni  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th  tlu>  I'it'Hk'h  avv.ni  ugaiii  to  have  ^^aiiii-d;  fui  Hood, 
who,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  now  in  tlie  rear,  notes  tlmt  at 
10  A.K.  twenty-two  French  saO  (not  aU  the  fleet)  could  be  eounted 
from  the  ma^head;  Comwaltis,  further  to  windward,  could  count 
thirty^three.  Troude,  a  French  authority,  says  that  at  HktA  time 
nearly  all  the  French  had  doubled  The  Saintes,  and  it  looked  as 
though  de  Grasse  mii^lit  succeed  in  throwing  off  his  pui-suer.  Un- 
luckily, two  shij)*',  tlu-  Mii<iniinim\  74,  and  the  Zt'le^  74,  the  latter 
of  which  had  lost  iier  main  topnm*«t,  wcw  several  miles  to  leeward 
of  the  Freni'h  main  body.  It  w.xs  necessary  to  delay,  or  to  droji 
those  vessels.  Again,  trivial  cii-cumstancea  conspired  to  further  a 
great  disaster,  and  de  Gnisse  bore  down  to  cover  the  crippled  &hi|)s; 
losing  so  much  of  his  hard-won  ground,  and  entailing  a  further  mis- 
foitime  that  night.  Rodney  hung  doggedly  on,  relying  on  tlie 
chapter  of  accidents,  as  one  who  knows  that  all  things  come  to  him 
who  endures.  To  l»e  .sure,  there  was  not  much  else  he  could  do; 
yet  he  deserves  credit  for  unremitting  industry  and  pluck.  During 
the  afternofin,  the  signals  noted  in  tlu-  logs  —  to  call  in  all  ornisers 
and  for  the  Hcet  to  close  —  attest  mutely  the  wuvemeut  of  dc  Grasse 
in  Ix-'aring  down. 

During  the  night,  at  2  a.m.  of  April  ISth,  the  Zili  and  de 
Grosse^s  flagship,  the  ViUe  de  Paris^  110,  crossing  on  oi)posite  tacks, 
came  into  collision.  The  former  lost  both  foremast  and  bowsprit.  It 
has  been  stated  by  Jolin  Paul  Jones,  who  served  on  board  Uie  French 
fleet  a  few  months  later,  that  this  accident  w  as  due  to  the  ileficiency 
of  watch-olHrci-s  in  the  French  navy;  the  deck  of  the  Zi'lr  l)eing  in 
charge  of  a  yoinit^  riisi'^ri.  in^tfatl  nf  an  cxpcriciircd  lieutenant.  It 
was  neces-sarv  ti»  rid  the  Ih-cl  ut  the  Zi  i''  at  oner,  cir  an  actinn  tnmld 
not  be  avoide<l;  so  a  frigate  wiui  sumiuuncd  to  tow  iicr,  and  the  two 
were  left  to  make  their  way  to  Guadeloupe,  while  the  others  resumed 
the  beat  to  windward.    At  5  a.m.  she  and  the  frigate  were  again 
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under  way,  steering  for  Guadeloupe,  to  the  north-west,  and  making 
from  five  to  six  miles  an  hour(a);  but  in  the  interval  they  had  been 
nearly  motionleas,  and  consequently  when  day  broke  at  5.30  they 
were  only  two  leagues  from  the  Barflmr^  which,  stall  flagship  or  tho 
British  rear,  was  then  standing  south  on  the  port  tack*  The  body 
of  the  Fienoli  was  at  aliout  the  same  distanco  as  on  the  jirevions 
evening,  -  t4'ii  to  fifteen  miles.  — Itut  tlic  I'/YA'  Pun's  not  more 
than  eight  (^A>    JiisL  before  0  a..m.  Uoilucy  signalled  Ilootl,  who  was 
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nearest,  to  chase  the  ZiU{^\  and  four  of  the  rcnrraoet  ships  nf  the 
line  weie  detaehed  for  that  purpose  (h).  De  (ira.sse,  seeing  this, 
signalled  his  vessels  at  0  a.m.  to  close  the  fla^'shi]!.  inaki?i<:^  all  sail ; 
and  he  himself  hore  down  (e)  on  the  imrt  taek,  Imt  nuinini;  free,  to 
frighten  awav  Rodney's  elias»Ts.  The  IJritisli  Admiral  kejit  them 
out  until  7  o'clock,  i>y  which  time  dc  Gras«e  wjvs  fairly  conunitted  to 
his  false  step.  All  cruisers  were  then  called  in,  and  the  line  was 
closed  to  one  cable.    Within  an  hour  were  heard  the  opening  guns  of 
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the  great  battle,  since  known  by  the  names  of  tbe  12t1i  of  April,  or 

of  The  Suintcs,  and,  in  the  Fivnch  navy,  of  Dominica. 

Tlie  Britisli  appear  t«  have  l>een  standinj;  to  ilic  smuIIi  on  tho  port 
tack  at  (layll^'lit;  ))nt,  soon  after  sendin*,'  ont  lli"  riciscrs,  Hodncy 
liad  ordeiTd  liie  line  of  ix-ariug  (^imm  ship  to  sliip>  lo  lie  north- 
noiUi-tast  to  south-south-west,  evidently  in  pn-jjui-.ilion  for  a  (dose- 
hauled  line  of  battle  un  the  stiirboard  tack,  heaiUny  northerly,  to  uu 
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east  wind.  Somewtiat  unusually,  tlie  Avind  tliat  morning  held  at 
south-east  for  somn  tinio.  onnhlinq-  tho  Biitisli  lo  lie  up  as  hifjh  as 
cast-north-east  on  tlie  st;ul)ii;iiil  tack,  on  \vli?f!T  Uicv  wen;  when  the 
kittle  joined  t  and  this  t  iicumstance  douliili l  -d  to  (lie  a?uinlliti<;j 
of  tlic  signal  fui  the  line  of  bearing,  hall"  an  lionr  afi«T  it  was  made, 
and  the  substitution  for  it  of  the  line  of  Imttic  ahead  at  one  cable. 
It  is  to  be  inferred  that  Rodnej*8  first  pur^ioRft  was  to  tack  together, 
thus  restoring  Hood  to  the  van,  his  natural  station ;  bnt  the  accident 
of  the  wind  holding  to  ^  southward  placed  tbe  actnal  van  —  regu* 
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liirly  tlie  rear  —  most  to  wiiulward,  and  wmlcred  it  i-xpftlieiit  to  tark 
in  sitcct'xsioii,  pn'SorviiiLT  to  tlie  full  tin-  opporttniity  which  cIkuh  c  li.id 
exteiiilt'd  tni  I.  aching  ihc  ciieinj.  lu  tlie  eii^Mj^'cnu'iit,  tlicrcltire, 
Iluod  cuiiiuiandiHl  in  tlie  rear,  and  liear-Adnnral  Drake  in  the  van. 
The  wind  witli  the  French  scenis  to  have  been  more  to  the  eastward 
thnn  witli  the  Btitisli,  —  not  an  unusual  cixcuniBtance  in  the  neigh' 
bourhood  of  land. 


MDKIT  Am  ra  ORAMI. 


As  UodiH  V.  iKitwiilistanding  his  haste,  had  formed  line  from  time 
to  tiTuc  (luiiiii:  Liic  i)ast  three  days,  his  fleet  was  now  in  nn!.>r, 
and  Ids  sii^iials  wer»>  chiefly  t'lUiliiu'd  to  kcciiiiig  it  closed.  I  lie 
French,  on  the  other  hand,  wei'e  greatly  scattered  when  their  t«,»ni- 
mandcr-in-cbief,  in  an  impulse  of  hasty,  unbalanced  judgment, 
abandoned  liia  previous  cautious  policy  and  hurried  tliem  into  action.  i 
Some  of  them  were  over  ten  miles  to  windward  of  the  flagship. 
Though  they  crowded  sail  to  rejoin  her,  there  was  not  time  enough 
for  all  to  take  their  stations  properly,  iKtween  daylight  and  8  A.M., 
when  the  firing  began.     Our  line  of  battle  was  formed  under  the 
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flie  of  mujiketrj^"*  wrote  the  M»rqiii»  de  Vauclreuil,'  tlie  second  in 
command,  who,  being  in  the  rear  of  tlie  fleet  on  this  occiision,  and 
consequently  amon^T  the  last  to  Iw  (>npi;:^c(h  ha<l  excellent  opportunity 
for  observation.  At  tlie  begiiuiijig  ii  was  in  de  (Jrasse's  power  to 
postpone  actiou,  until  the  order  should  Ije  formed,  by  holding  his 
wind  under  short  canvas ;  while  the  mere  sight  of  liis  vessels  hurrj  - 
ing  down  lor  action  would  have  compelled  Rodney  to  call  in  the 
ships  chasing  the  ZiUt  whose  rescue  was  the  sote  motive  of  the 
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French  nuuuEuvre.  Instead  of  this,  the  flagship  1cq[>t  off  the  wind; 
which  precipitated  the  collision,  while  at  the  same  time  delaying  the 
preparations  needed  to  sustain  it.  To  this  de  Grasse  added  anotlter 
fault  by  forming  on  the  port  tack,  the  contiaiy  to  that  on  which  the 

I?ritisli  were,  and  standing  towards  Dnnunica.    Tlic  efTiM't  of  tliis 
Wiis  to  In  iiit;  his  stiips  into  the  minis  and  bafllling  winds  which  cling 
to  the  shore-line,  thus  depriviiii,'  tlieni  of  tlieir  power  of  mauoiUYre. 
>  Probably  not  over  one  or  tB-o  huiiilrcd  yards. 

*  His  brother,  tlie  Oomte  de  Yiuidradl,  WW  elm  with  t1i«  ileel*  w  ebef  ftVeeadre. 

in  the  Sctptrt,  74. 
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His  object  jirobabiy  was  to  contiiu'  ihc  ciipitfemcnt  to  a  meit*  pass-by 
on  opposite  tacloi,  l)y  u  liich  in  all  ]ir(  vious  instaiK-es  the  Fn  nrii  iiud 
thwarted  the  decisive  acli(»n  tlmt  Koduey  souglii.  ^eveiiiici»-ss,  the 
Uunder  was  evident  at  once  to  French  eyes.  What  evil  genius  has 
inspired  the  admiral?"  exclaimed  du  Pavilion,  Vaudreuil's  flag- 
captain,  who  was  esteemed  one  of  Ihe  heat  tacticiana  in  France,  and 
who  fell  in  the  hattle. 

As  the  two  lines  drew  near  to  one  another,  standing,  the  one  sonth. 
And  the  other  east-north-east,  the  wind  shifted  back  to  the  cast- 
waixl,  allo\vinf»  the  French  to  head  higher,  to  south-south-cast,  and 
knocking  the  Hiitish  off  to  north-north-east  TB).  The  head  of  the 
French  coiuiim  thus  p:is»t;d  out  ot  guusiiot,  across  the  bows  ot 
Jiodnej-'s  leading  vessel,  the  Marlhorouyhy  which  came  within  range 
when  ahreast  of  the  eighth  ship.  The  first  shots  were  fired  ly  the 
Bravt^  74,  ninth  in  the  Firench  line,  at  8  a.m.  The  British  captain 
then  put  his  helm  up  and  ran  slowly  along,  north>north-west,  under 
the  lee  of  the  French,  towniils  their  rear.  The  rest  of  the  fleet 
followed  in  his  wake<  The  battle  thus  assumed  the  form  of  l  assing 
in  opposite  tUrections  on  parallel  lines;  except  that  tlie  Fieiuii  shijxs, 
as  they  successively  fleared  tlsp  point  wheix*  the  liritisli  column 
stnu  k  thair  line,  would  draw  out  of  fire,  their  roui'se  divcii^Mntr 
tbencetortli  from  tiiat  of  ilie  British  approach.  Ihc  cilccl  of  this 
would  he  that  tlie  British  rear,  when  it  reached  that  point,  would  be 
fresh,  and  with  that  advantage  encounter  the  French  rear,  which  had 
received  already  the  fire  of  the  British  van  and  centro.  To  obviate 
this,  by  bringing  his  own  van  into  action,  de  Grasse  signalled  the 
van  ships  to  lead  soutli-south-west,  parallel  with  the  British  north- 
north^east  (li,  a).  The  engagement  thus  Ijecanje  general  all  along  tl»e 
lines;  hut  it  is  prolwhlc  tliat  t!ir  French  van  was  never  well  fornud. 
Its  commander,  at  all  events,  reached  his  post  after  the  comnuiuder 
of  the  rear  did  his.* 

At  five  minutes  pest  eight,  Rodney  made  a  general  signal  for 
elose  action,  followed  immediately  by  another  for  the  leading  shi^js  to 
head  one  point  to  starboard  —  towards  the  enemy  —  which  indicates 
that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  distance  firat  taken  by  the  Marl- 
horouigk*  The  Formvhihlc,  his  flagship,  eighteenth  in  the  column, 
began  to  fiie  at  8.23$*  but  the  Barfiatr^  Hood*s  flagship^  which  was 

*  Th«  pMi'tion,  in  tbe  French  order,  of  the  stiip  tukoi  in  the  bnttle,  is  ehown  by 

tile  Crowes  in  Fijjiires  B,  C,  D. 

'  C<mada'$  log,  8. Id ;  rulnced  to  Hood's  times,  which  are  goneraUy  followed. 
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tliirty-tiret,  not  till  9.2'>.  This  difference  in  time  is  to  !»«•  .iccounted 
for  cbieflv  hy  the  airs  near  Dominieii,  coulruHtcd  with  tiie  fresh 
trodt^s  ill  the  open  chiinnel  to  the  northward,  which  the  leading 
Britiab  yessek  felt  beforo  their  rear.  De  Graase  now,  too  Lite,  had 
realised  the  disastrous  effect  vhich  this  vould  have  upon  his  fleet. 
If  he  escaped  all  else,  Jus  ships,  baffled  by  calms  and  catspaws  while 
the  British  iiail  a  bieese,  must  lose  the  weatber-gaget  and  witli  it 
the  hope  of  evading  pursuit,  hitlierto  Ids  chief  preoccnjiation.  Twice 
he  sio^nnllpfl  to  weiir,  —  firHt,  all  tof^etlicr.  then  in  succession,  —  htit, 
although  I  lie  sit,MiaN  were  seen,  tliey  could  not  l>e  olxjyed  with  the 
♦'uetny  ch*:?e  uuuci  the  lee.  "The  French  fleet,"  comments  Chevalier 
juiitly,  "  had  freedom  of  movement  no  longer.  A  fleet  cannot  wear 
with  an  enemy's  fleet  within  musket-nnge  to  leeward/* 

The  movement  therefore  continued  sa  deseribed,  the  opposing 
ships  slowly  ^'sliding  by*'  each  other  until  about  9.15^  when  the 
wind  suddeidy  sliifted  to  south-esist  again.  The  necessity  of  keeping 
the  sails  full  forced  the  lx)ws  of  each  French  vessel  towards  the 
enemy,  destmyiiig  the  order  in  column,  and  tlirowing  the  fleet  into 
(''■helon,  or,  as  the  phrase  then  was,  into  how  and  quarter  line(^<J> 
The  Ihitish,  on  the  contrary,  were  free  tiilu  r  to  hold  their  course  or 
to  head  towards  the  enemy.  Rodney's  flagship  (C,  a)  lufled,  and 
led  through  the  French  line  just  astern  of  tiie  Ghrieux,  74,  which 
was  the  nineteenth  in  their  order.  She  was  followed  by  five  ships; 
and  her  next  ahead  also,  the  Duke  (d\  seeing  her  chiers  movement, 
imitated  it,  hreaking  through  the  line  astern  of  tlic  twenty-third 
Fi-ench.  The  O'hruu.r,  on  the  starhoard  hand  of  Rodney's  little 
eohunn,  received  its  successive  broadsides.  Her  main  and  mizzen 
masts  went  overljM'.nd  at  9.2^,  when  the  f'nnnfhf,  tliirrl  astern  of 
the  Fui-Midnhhy  hatl  ju»L  jKussed  her;  and  a  few  monieiil«  later  her 
foremast  and  bowsprit  fell.  At  9.33  the  Canada  was  to  windward 
of  the  French  line.  The  FovmidabU  was  using  both  broadsides  as 
she  broke  through  the  enemy's  order.  On  her  port  hand,  between 
her  and  the  Dukey  were  four  French  ships  huddled  togetiier  (c)^  one 
of  which  had  paid  off  tlie  wrong  way ;  that  is,  after  the  shift  of  wind 
took  her  aUick,  her  sails  had  filled  on  the  opjjosite  tack  from  that  of 
the  rest  nf  her  fleet.'  These  four,  receiving  the  repeated  hroadsidi  s, 
at  close  quarters,  ot  tlie  Formuluhle^  Dnke^  and  Naniuv^  and  iiaving 
undergone  Ijesides  the  fire  of  the  British  van,  were  very  severely 
mauled.    While  these  things  were  hap|)ening,  the  Bedford^  the  sixtli 

*  This  luiiibap  occurred  to  three  French  vessels. 
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astern  nf  the  Formidable,  perliaiis  unable  to  see  her  next  ahead  in  the 
smoke,  liad  lufFt  il  iiidt  jH  ndently  (b),  and  was  followed  by  the  twelve 
i-earmost  lintijjh  .sliij)s,  wlioni  she  led  tlirough  the  French  order  asteni 
of  the  Ces^r,  74,  twelfth  from  the  van.  Tliis  ship  and  her  next 
ahead,  the  Jleclor,  74,  suffered  aa  did  the  Glorieiu.  The  Barjfeur, 
which  was  in  the  centre  of  this  cdmnn  of  tliirteen,  opened  fire  at 
9.25.  At  10.45  she  '^cessed  firing,  having  ^jassed  the  enemy's  van 
ships} "  that  is,  she  was  well  on  the  weather  side  of  the  FxeiMih  fleet. 
Some  of  the  teannott  of  Hood's  di woo,  however,  were  atill  engaged 
at  noon ;  but  probably  all  were  then  to  windward  of  the  enemy. 

The  British  shijis  sdiead  of  the  Jhike,  the  van  and  jxirt  of  tlie 
centre,  in  all  sixteen  sail,  had  continued  tf»  stand  to  the  northward. 
At  the  time  Rodney  broke  the  line,  several  of  tliem  must  have  passed 
beyuud  tiie  French  i-ear,  and  out  of  action.  One,  tlie  AnuriC'i^  the 
twelfth  from  the  van,  wore  without  signals,  to  pursue  tlie  enemy,  and 
her  ezunple  was  foUowed  at  once  hy  the  ship  next  ahead,  the  iSusfetf. 
No  signal  following,  the  AmerUa  agun  wore  and  foUowed  her  leados, 
but  the  Bumdl  c<mtinued  aa  she  was,  now  to  windward  of  the  French;. 
hj  which  she  wiis  able  to  t^ike  a  conspicuous  .''iiait*  in  tlie  closing- 
scenes.  At  11.33  Rodney  signalled  the  van  to  tack,  but  the  delay  of 
an  liour  or  moi-e  had  given  the  JSuswi^  a  start  towards  the  enemy 
which  could  not  be  overcome. 

Tlie  eflfect  of  these  several  oecunences  had  been  to  transffr  the 
weather-gage,  the  position  lor  attiw;k,  tu  the  lijiti.sh  from  the  French, 
and  to  divide  the  latter  also  into  three  grou|)s,  w  idely  separated  and 
disordered  (D).  In  the  centre  was  the  flagship  VilU  de  FarU  with 
five  ships  (c).  To  windward  of  her,  and  two  miles  distant,  was  the 
van,  of  some  dozen  vessels  (v)^  The  rear  was  four  miles -away  to 
leeward  (r).  To  restore  tlie  order,  and  to  connect  the  fleet  lu'  iin,  it 
wajs  decided  Ut  re-form  nn  the  leewardmost  ships;  and  several  signals 
to  this  effect  were  nia<le  by  de  Grasse.  Tlioy  i"eceiv«'<l  but  ini]>erfect 
execution.  'J'he  managealde  vessels  siiec  eeded  easily  enough  in  run- 
ning before  tlie  wind  to  leewaixl,  but,  when  there,  exactitude  ot  possi- 
tion  and  of  movement  was  unattainable  to  shi]*s  in  various  degrees 
of  disability,  with  light  and  bafiSing  side  airs.  The  French  wem 
never  again  in  order  after  the  wind  shifted  and  the  line  was  broken; 
but  the  movement  to  leeward  left  the  dismasted  GMmt^  Htctott 
and  Char^  motionless  between  tlie  hostile  lines. 

It  has  been  remarked,  disparagingly,  that  the  Hritish  fleet  also  \\  v& 
divided  into  three  by  the  maacBttvie  of  breaking  the  line.   This  is 
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true;  but  the  advantage  remained  with  it  iiicontestably,  in  two 
respects.  I5y  favour  of  the  wind,  each  nf  the  three  grouiw  had  iH-en 
able  to  iiiiuiiUiiii  it«  geiieml  formHtimi  iu  line  or  column,  instead  of 
being  thrown  entirely  out,  u»  the  French  were;  and  p;k!.i5ijig  ihusi  in 
eoltunn  along  Glonewe,  HeUoTf  and  Okar^  tliey  wrought  uimn 
these  three  ships  a  eonoentxation  of  injury  which  had  no  paxaUel 
among  the  British  vessels.  The  French  in  fact  had  lost  three  ahips, 
aa  well  as  the  wind.  To  these  certain  disadvantages  is  probably  to 
be  added  a  demoralisation  among  the  French  crews,  from  the  much 
heavier  IoShScs  resultant  ujhiii  the  British  pnictice  of  firing  at  the  hull. 
An  oflicer  present  in  the  action  told  Sir  John  lioss*  afterwards  that 
the  French  tired  very  hit^h  tliroughout;  and  he  cited  in  illusinition 
that  tlie  tliree  trucks'^  lii  Llie  Friiiccsa  were  siu>L  away.  Sir  Gilbert 
Blane,  who,  though  Physioiaa  to  the  Fleet,  ohfauned  penniB8i<m  to 
be  on  deck  throughout  the  actioni  wrote  ten  days  after  it,  can 
aver  from  my  own  ofaeervation  that  the  Fxench  fire  slackens  as  we 
approiich,  and  is  totally  silent  when  we  are  close  alongside.**  It  is 
needless  io  say  that  a  marked  suixu'iority  of  ilre  will  silence  that  of 
the  bravest  enemy;  a!id  the  practii «'  of  aiming  at  the  spare  and  sails, 
however  suited  for  frusinitiug  an  approach,  snlistantially  conceded 
that  .su|M  ri(triiy  upon  which  the  issue  of  decisive  hattlc  depends.  As 
illustmlivu  of  this  result,  tiie  iiritish  loss  will  be  stated  here.  It  wau 
but  243  killed  and  816  wounded*  in  a  fleet  of  thirty-siz  sail.  The 
highest  in  any  one  ship  waa  that  of  the  Duke^  78  kiUed  and  wounded. 
No  certain  account,  or  even  very  probable  estimate,  of  the  French 
loss  has  ever  been  given.  None  is  cit<'d  l)y  French  authorities.  Sir 
(lilbert  Blane,  who  was  favouralilv  iilu  rd  for  information,  reckoned 
that  of  the  Villi  J-:  Piris  alone  tt>  l>e  ^Hnj.  There  Jjcintx  5,400  troops 
distrilnit<'d  anions,'  tlie  vessels  nf  the  tleet,  the  casualties  wnnld  Ite 
proporiionately  more  iuiineix»us;  hut,  even  allovviuij  foi-  this,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  tiie  loss  of  the  French,  to  use  (.lievulier's  wonls, 
**wa8  certainly  much  more  eonsiderable  **  than  that  reported  by  the 
British.  Six  post-captains*  out  of  tlurly  were  killed,  against  two* 
British  out  of  fJiirty-six. 

*  Robh:  'Lilo  of  Sauniart'z.' 

*  CirL'ular   nf  wftnl  wliii  ti  cnp  the  ti  iJ  uf  the  miiiits. 

'  Beaton,  vi.  ;j:i4,  iiiift.    Henuion's  aiidiiioiis  un?  sli^^htly  incorrect. 

'*  Captain  de  La  Cloebeterie,  of  the  Btrevlt ;  Ca{itain  *1c  Saint-C'dtnire,  of  tfaa 
Xorlhumhi'rlitiii) ;  Ciiiitaimlu  La  Vicomtc,  of  the /ffrfor;  Captain  Bcmarti  <1t»  M.iri;;iiy, 
t)f  Uie  CVmt  ;  Captaiu  Cvmie  U'Eacan*,  of  the  Glorktu:;  anil  Caphun  «lu  Fuvillon,  of 
the  Tnomjthmt,  Bapport  in  UaiquU  da  TandieuiL  -~  W.  L.  O. 

>  Oijitain  William  Blair,  of  the  Anton  f  and  Ci>i>tain  Lmd  Robert  Ifanaera, — 
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Rodney  did  not  make  adequate  use  of  the  great  opportttnitj, 
vMeh  araident  ntber  than  design  had  given  him  at  noon  of  April 
12th.  He  did  allow  a  certain  liberty  of  nuuKBuvie,  by  diacontiniting 
the  order  for  tlic  line  of  battle;  but  the  signal  fur  close  acticHi,  hoiated 
at  1  P.M.,  was  hauled  dow-n  a  half-hour  later.  Hood,  who  realised  the 
conditions  plainly  visihlc,  as  well  ns  the  reasonsilvh'  inferences  ther*-- 
froni,  wished  tlie  onicr  Lrivi  n  for  a  general  chase,  which  would  have 
applied  the  spur  of  cnmlauuii  lu  every  captain  i)n'si  iit,  witlumt  sur- 
rendering the  hold  that  particular  signals  allord  uimju  iutlis* n  el 
movementB.  He  bitterly  censured  the  Admiral**  failui^  to  issue  this 
eoDunaad.   Had  it  been  done,  he  said ;  — 

*I  am  veiy  eonfldent  we  should  have  had  twenty  sail  of  the  enemy's  sliips 
Iwfore dark.  Instead  of  that,  in-  [luniued  only  und(>r  hiA  topauls (tometimos  hi» 
foresail  was  st-t  aiul  at  otlifrs  his  mizzen  topsail  abuck)  the  greatest  part  of  the 
ofternoou,  ihuugli  the  ji'jing  enemy  had  ail  the  sail  set  their  very  shattered  .state 
would  allow.** 

To  make  signal  for  a  general  chase  was  beyond  the  competence  of 
a  junior  admiral;  but  Hood  did  what  he  eouldf  by  repeated  signals  to 
individual  ships  of  his  own  division  to  make  more  sail,  by  setting  all 
he  could  on  the  Baa^mr,  and  by  getting  out  bis  boats  to  tow  her 
head  roond.  Sir  Gilbert  Blane  unintentionally  gives  a  similar 
impienion  of  laadty. 

*'  Aft4?r  cutting  the  French  line,  tli>>  action  dtniiis  the  n-st  of  the  day  was  |»ar- 
tial  and  desultory,  the  enemy  ncvor  I  >'ing  able  to  form,  and  several  of  the  [our] 
■hips  being  obliged  to  lie  by  and  i x-puir  tbeir  daioagei.  As  the  a^gaal  for  the  line 
was  now  hauled  down,  evety  sbip  annoyed  the  «ien»y  «•  tbeir  respective  eommaii' 
ders  judged  beet." 

For  this  indolent  abandonment  of  tbe  captains  to  their  own  deyices, 
the  conrectest  remedy  was,  as  Hood  indicated,  the  order  for  a  general 
chase,  supplemented  by  a  watchful  supervision,  which  should  check 
the  ovpr-msh  and  stinmlate  the  over-cautious.  If  Hood's  account  of 
the  sail  canied  by  Kodney  be  correct,  the  Comni:iii<U'r-iu-Chief  did 
not  even  set  the  best  example.  In  this  languid  pursuit,  the  three 
crippled  French  ships  were  overhauled,  and  of  course  had  to  strike; 
and  a  fourth,  the  Ardtni,  64,  waa  takra,  owing  to  her  indifferent 
sailing.  Towards  aunset  the  flagship  VUU  de  FlarU,  110,i  the  finest 
ship  of  war  afloat»  having  been  valiantly  defended  against  a  hoat  of 

who,  though  mortallj-  woonded,  rarvived  for  tome  de7i,<— of  the  Ru^viim,  Bnt 

Captain  William  Bayne,  of  the  Alfmi,  had  fallen  in  the  action  of  April  Hth. 

^  She  is  thus  rated  in  the  British  Navy  Lists  publiiihed  between  the  time  of  her 
capture  and  the  receipt  of  news  of  her  1<ms  ;  but  she  seems  to  bavo  cuiied  120  gun. 
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enemies  throughout  great  part  of  tlie  afternoon,  and  having  expended 
all  her  ammnnition,  hauled  dtnvti  lier  eolmirs.  The  two  British 
vessels  tlu'ii  iiuiiiediutely  enjrn^^id  with  her  were  the  Ilusncll  unU  the 
BarjUitr,  Hood's  llagship,  to  ilie  latter  of  which  she  formally  sur- 
Tendosed;  iho  exact  mcHnwt»  noted  in  Hood's  jottmal,  being 
6.29  P.M. 

At  6.45  Rodney  made  the  aignal  for  die  fleet  to  bring-to  (fonn 
line  and  stop)  on  the  port  tack,  and  he  remained  lying-to  during  the 
night)  while  tiie  F rench  continued  to  retreat  under  the  orden  of  tibe 

"Marquis  de  Vaudivnil.  whr>  hy  do  Grasse's  captun^  luul  IxT'oine  com- 
mander-in-chief •  For  tlitH  eiisy-going  deliberatiou  also  Hood  bad 
strong  words  of  condemnation. 

"  Why  he  should  bring  the  flv«t  to  because  the  Ville  de  Paris  was  takeu,  I  can- 
not reconcile.  He  did  not  pnraue  under  easy  sail,  so  as  never  to  have  lost  sight  of 

the  I  III  iny  in  the  night,  which  woiiUl  clearly  and  mast  undoubtedly  have  enabled 
him  to  hare  taken  almost  every  !*hi{>  the  next  day.  .  .  .  Ha<l  I  had  the  honour  of 
oonunanding  his  Maje?.ty*s  noble  fleet  on  the  12th,  I  may,  without  much  imputa- 
tion of  vanity,  say  the  Aug  of  England  should  now  have  graced  ihs  items  of 
upwards  o£  twenty  sail  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  the  line." 

Such  criticisms  by  tlioee  not  responsible  are  to  be  received  gen- 
erally with  ciiution ;  but  HrxMl  was,  in  thought  and  in  deet!,  a  man 
so  much  alnive  the  common  that  these  caiuiot  lie  dismissed  lightly. 
His  opinion  is  known  to  liave  Ikth  sharr*d  by  Sir  Charles  Dmir^'his, 
Rodney's  Captain  of  llic  Fli'ct;^  nud  tluMi-  <  niu  lusiuii  is  Mniimrtcd  by 
the  inferences  to  be  di-awn  from  Rodney's  own  assumptions  an  to  the 
condition  of  the  French,  contrasted  with  the  known  facts.  The 
enemy,  he  wrote,  in  assigning  bis  reasons  for  not  piii-suing,  ^went 
off  in  a  dim  eonmeied  hody^^  and  might  have  defeated,  by  rotatioo, 
the  ships  that  had  eome  up  with  them.*'  '^The  onemy  wAo  wtwt  off 
in  abodi/  of  twtnty-sij:  ships  of  Ihc  liiw,^  might,  by  ordering  two  or 
three  of  their  best  sailing  ships  or  frig-ates  to  have  shown  liglits  at 
times,  and  hv  rhaiiL^in;^  tlicir  rotiisp,  have  indneed  the  Ih'ittjsh  fleet 
to  have  ful]i.wf<l  thciii.  wliilf  tlir  main  nf  tlicir  ilci't.  1>\-  hidiiiL,'  tlicir 
lights,  niigliL  liave  liaiiied  their  wind,  and  haw  Ixjcu  fur  to  wiudwiud 
hy  daylight,  and  intercepted  the  captured  ships,  and  the  most  crippled 
8lu[»  of  the  English;*'  and  he  adds  that  the  Windward  Islands  even 
might  have  been  endangered.  That  such  action  was  in  a  remote 
degree  possible  to  a  well-conditioned  fleet  may  be  guardedly  eon- 

>  See  letter  of  Sir  Howard  Douglas,  son  to  Sir  Clwrles ;  *  United  Seniee  Joumal/ 

Ja34.  Part  II  ,  ]..  ft:. 

*  Authur »  italics  ;  Mundy  ;  '  Liie  of  UoUney,'  ii.  248. 
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ceded;  bat  it  was  wildly  improbAble  to  a  fleet  steggering  under  suoh 
aUowas  the  day  had  seen,  wliich  had  changed  ite  commander  jtiat 
as  dark  came  ou,  aud  was  widely  scattered  and  disordered  tip  to  the 
moment  when  si^uls  by  Hags  lierame  nivisiblo. 

Tlio  facts,  however,  wi  iv  utiuily  at  vuriaiu  e  with  these  ingenious 
supi>f>siti(ins.  Instead  of  lH  iii<^  coniuM^ted.  as  Koduey  represents,  de 
Vaudieuil  had  with  him  next  morning  but  ten  ships;  and  uu  others 
during  the  whole  of  the  18th.  He  made  sail  for  Cog  Fnin9ois,  and 
was  joined  on  the  way  by  five  more,  so  that  at  no  time  were  there 
upwwds  of  fifteen  >  French  ships  of  the  line  together,  prior  to  his 
arrival  at  tliat  ])oi-t  on  April  25Ui.  He  there  found  four  others  of 
the  fleet.  The  tale  of  twenty-Bve  surviTors,  from  the  tliirty  engaged 
on  April  12th,  was  complctrd  by  six  which  had  gone  to  Curasao,  and 
which  did  not  rejoin  until  May.  So  much  for  the  close  connceterl 
body  of  the  French.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  Kixiney's  reaboim 
illustrate  the  frame  of  mind  againt>t  which  Napoleon  used  to  caution 
his  generals  as  making  to  themselves  a  picture  **  of  possibilities;  and 
that  his  conclusion  at  best  was  based  upon  the  ruinous  idea»  which  a 
vivid  imagination  or  slothful  temper  is  prone  to  present  to  itself  that 
war  may  be  made  decisive  without  running  risks.  That  Jamaica  even 
was  saved  was  not  due  to  this  line,  but  indecisive  actioii,  but  to  the 
hesitation  of  the  allies.  When  de  \'audreuil  reached  Cap  Francois, 
he  found  there  the  French  convoy  safely  arrived  from  (iuadclon{>e. 
and  also  a  Iwdy  of  fifteen  Spnijisli  ships  of  the  line.  Tlie  tioopf) 
available  for  the  descent  upon  Jamaica  were  fix>m  lifteen  to  twenty 
thousand.  Well  might  Hood  write:  **Had  Sir  George  Rodney's 
judgment,  after  the  enemy  had  been  so  totally  put  to  flight,  borne  any 
proportion  to  the  high  courage,  zeal  and  ezertioo,  so  very  manifest; 
shown  bj  every  captain,  all  difficulty  woiild  now  have  been  at  an 
end.  We  might  have  done  just  as  we  pleased,  instead  of  being  at 
this  hour  upon  the  defensive." 

The  allies,  however,  thotirrij  snperinr  in  nnmliers,  did  not  venture 
U)  assume  tlie  olVeiisive.  Aftrr  the  battle,  Rodney  remained  near 
Guadeloupe  until  the  17th  of  April,  rclitling,  and  seaix'hing  the 
neighhouiing  iskuds,  in  case  the  French  fleet  might  have  entered 
some  one  of  tiiem.  For  most  of  this  time  the  British  w^  becalmed, 
but  Hood  remarks  that  there  had  been  wind  enough  to  get  twenty 
leagues  to  the  westward;  and  there  more  wind  probably  would  have 

*  TVoode.  Chmlicr  nya  nxtMD,  diffeiiDg  nith  Tioiids  as  to  die  whomboBto 
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been  found.  On  the  17th  Hood  was  detached  in  pui-snit  with  ten  sail 
of  the  line;  and  a  day  or  two  later  Rodney  himsiilf  f<tuit(«l  fm  Janiaica. 
Lt-ft  to  own  discretion,  Ilood  pushed  for  iLc  Muua  I'assage, 
between  Puerto  Rico  and  Santo  Doiuiugo,  currying  studding-^aiis 
below  and  aloft  in  his  haste.  At  daybreak  of  the  19tb  he  sighted  the 
vest  end  of  Puerto  Bioo;  and  soon  afterwards  a  small  French  squad- 
ron was  seen.  A  general  ehaaa  raiulted  in  llie  capture  of  the  Jasoi^ 
and  Caton^  sizty<^our8,  which  had  parted  from  their  fleet  before  the 
battle  and  were  on  their  way  to  Cap  Francois.  A  frigate,  the 
A i malic,  32,  and  a  sloop,  the  Ctrh.^  18,  also  were  taken.  In  report- 
ing this  affair  to  Rodney,  Hood  got  a  thrust  into  liis  8Ui>erior.  **  It 
is  a  very  mortifying  circumstance  to  relate  to  you,  Sir,  that  the 
French  fleet  which  jrou  put  to  flight  on  tlie  12th  went  through  the 
Mona  Channel  on  Ihe  18tk,  only  the  day  before  I  was  in  it'*  A 
further  proof  of  the  utility  of  pursuitt  here  hinted  at,  is  to  he  found 
in  Ihe  fact  lhat  Rodney,  starting  six  days  later  than  de  Vandreuil, 
reached  Jamaica  April  28th,  only  three  days  after  the  French  got 
into  Cap  Francois.  He  had  therefore  gained  three  days  in  a  fort^ 
night's  nin.  What  mif^ht  not  have  l)een  done  by  an  luitirini;  cha.'^el 
But  a  reiuaik  iLcorded  l)y  Hood  sununed  up  the  Irauie  ut  miad  which 
dominated  lUxIiiey :  "  I  lamented  to  Sir  (loor^e  on  the  13th  that  .  .  . 
he  did  not  continue  to  pursue  so  as  to  keep  sight  of  the  enemy  all 
night,  to  which  he  only  answered,  *  Come,  we  have  done  veiy  hand- 
somely as  it  is.*** 

Rodney  stayed  at  Jamaica  until  the  10th  of  July,  when  Admiial 
Hugh  P^taniTed  from  Ei upland  to  supersede  Mm.  This  eliange 
was  consequent  u^nm  the  fall  of  Lord  North's  ministn-,  in  the 
previous  March,  and  liad  lx?en  decided  Hcfcire  flie  news  of  tlie  victory 
could  ivai  li  England.  Rodney  sailt  .1  tor  home  from  I'ort  Royal  on 
the  •j.-lnil  of  July;  and  with  his  dui>iiilare  the  war  in  the  West  Indies 
and  North  America  may  be  said  to  have  ended.  Pigot  started  almost 
immediately  for  New  Yorlc,  and  remained  in  North  Ammcan  watem 
until  the  end  of  October,  when  he  returned  to  Barbados,  first  having 
detached  Hood  with  thirteen  ships  of  the  line  from  the  main  fleet,  to 
cruise  oflE  Cap  Franqois.  It  is  of  int.  i.  st  to  note  that  at  this  time 
Hood  took  with  him  from  New  York  tite  jugate  Alhemnrk,  28,  then 
coininanded  hy  Nelsnii,  wlio  had  l)een  serving  on  the  North  AmenVan 
station.  These  various  movements  were  dictated  hv  tlmst'  nf  tlir 
enemy,  either  actually  made  or  supposed  to  l»e  in  conteinplatiou ;  for 
it  was  an  inevitable  part  of  the  ill-effects  of  Rodney's  most  imperfect 
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success,  that  the  Hritisb  fleet  was  thenceforth  on  the  defensive  purely, 
with  all  the  per]>lpxities  of  him  who  waits  iqwn  the  iiiitiativi'  of  jin 
oi)poneiit.  Jsotliiug  ciiniu  of  tliem  all.  however,  for  the  war  now 
wiis  but  Uut^eriiicf  in  its  death  stuijur.  The  defeat  of  dp  (irasse, 
jjui'tial  tiiougli  it  wa8j  the  aUuudomucut  uf  the  enterpiiHe  upon 
Jamaica;  the  fiuluxe  of  tlie  attack  upon  Gibraltar;  and  the  success 
of  Howe  in  Te-victaalling  that  fortresSf  » these  bad  taken  aU  faeaii 
out  of  the  Fiench  and  Spaniaids;  while  the  nnnterical  superiority  of 
the  allies,  inefficiently  tiuwgk  it  bad  been  used  heretoforei  weighed 
heavily  ii|>un  th(>  ijiiagiiuilion  of  tlie  British  GoTenment^  which  now 
luid  abtiiidoned  all  hope  of  suUluing  its  American  Colonies.  I'pon 
the  coneluKion  of  ixticp,  in  178:1,  I'igot  and  Hood  i-etnrned  to  Eng- 
land, leaving  t!ie  Leeward  ishuuls"  Station  under  tlic  (  (ininiaiid  of 
Kear-Adnarai  bir  Kichaixl  Hughes,  Bart.,  (2)^  an  oilicer  reineinljered 
by  hktory  only  through  Nelson's  refusuig  to  obey  his  orders  not  to 
enforce  the  Navigation  Acts,  in  1785. 

The  change  in  the  Ministry,  besides  occari^fHiittg  the  recall  of 

Rodney,  drew  Lonl  Howe  out  of  his  long  retirement,  t<>  *  ommand  the 
Chauuel  Fleet.  He  hoistid  liis  fl;iij  on  the  20th  of  April,  1782,  on 
Ixiard  tlir  Vidori/.  T)0.  <)\\in<r  to  the  various  directimts  in  which 
thu  t'lTorts  of  (ireat  Britain  had  to  be  inadf.  t  itliev  to  defend  her  own 
interests  or  to  eriish  the  movements  of  the  many  tiiemies  now  com- 
bined against  her,  the  operations  of  tlie  fleet  were  for  sonve  months 
earned  on  by  detadied  squadrons,  —  in  the  North  Sea,  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  Channel;  Howe  having  nnder 
him  several  distinguidied  subordinates,  at  the  head  of  whom,  in 
professional  reputation,  were  Vice-Admiral  the  Hon.  SuhiulI  Har- 
rington and  Rear-Admiral  Richsird  Kempenfelt.  In  the  North  Sea, 
the  Dutch  wei-e  kept  in  their  ports;  and  a  convoy  of  nanr  W)  iner- 
chant  ships  from  the  Baltic  reached  I  ji^'land  unmolested.  In  tlie 
Bay  of  Biscay,  IkirrinLTtun,  liariii^'  with  him  twelve  of  the  line,  dis- 
covtjred  and  chased  a  convoy  laden  with  stores  for  the  fleet  in  the 
East  Indies.  One  of  the  ships  of  the  line  accompanying  it,  the 
Figau^  74,  surrendered,  after  a  night  action  of  three  hours  with 
the  Foudrojfawl^  80,  Captain  John  Jervis,*  afterwards  Earl  St. 

*  Son  of  Captain  Sir  Richard  Hnu'hes,  Bart.  (1),  who  was  for  mony  years  Com- 
niiwioner  nt  Portsmontb,  and  who  died  in  1782.  The  youngex  ofilccr  died  a  full 
Adniinil  in  1812. 

*  Who  was  inade  a  K.  B.  for  tbis  mttiee. 
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Vincent.  Of  nineteen  transports,  thirteen,  one  of  li,  the  Action- 
n"irf>.  wns  a  G4-gnn  .ship  armed  en  Jliife,^  were  taken;  u  weighty  blow 
lo  ihe  great  Sufiren,  whuse  cliief  diffioulty  in  ImWn  was  inadequate 
lUiiterial  of  war,  and  especially  of  spaiy,  of  wliich  the  Aitionnairc 
c&niecl  an  outfit  iot  four  ships  of  the  line.  After  Baningtoa's 
return^  Kempenfelt  made  «  similar  but  uneventful  cruise  of  a  month 
in  the  Bay. 

Howe  himself  went  firat  to  the  North  Sea  in  the  month  of  May. 
Having  there  held  the  I)ut(-h  in  chwk  during  a  critit^al  moment^ 
he  Wits  directed  next  to  go  to  the  t'litr.Liue  of  thv  Cfianm  l,  leaving 
only  a  division  in  the  l>owns.  Informutiojx  luul  het  ii  u  t  rived  that 
an  allied  fleet  of  thirty-two  sliiiis  of  the  line,  five  only  ui  which  were 
French,  had  sailed  from  Cadiz  early  in  June,  to  cruise  between 
Usfaant  and  Scilly.  It  was  expected  that  they  Avoold  be  jdned  there 
by  a  reinforcement  from  Brest,  and  by  the  Dutch  squadron  in  tiie 
Tezel,  making  a  total  of  about  fifty  of  the  line,  under  the  command 
of  the  Spanish  Admiral,  Don  Luis  de  Cordova.  The  Dutch  did  not 
appear,  owing  proUdily  to  I  lowers  demonstration  before  their  ports; 
but  eight  ships-  from  I'rest  miscd  the  allied  fleet  to  forty.  To  oppase 
these  Howe  .suilcd  on  tli*-  -mi  of  Julv  witli  twenty-two  sail,  of  which 
eight  were  three-deckei-s.  Bciore  ins  ivturn,  on  the  7tli  of  August, 
he  was  joined  by  eight  othera ;  mostlj,  however,  sixty-fours.  Willi 
this  inferiority  of  numbers  the  British  Admiral  could  expect  only  to 
act  on  tlie  defensive,  unless  some  specially  favourable  opportunity 
should  offer.  The  matter  of  most  immediate  concern  was  the  airiviil 
of  the  Jamaica  convoy,  then  daily  exiwcttnl;  with  which,  it  may  l»e 
mentioned,  de  Gnisse  also  was  returning  to  £ngland|  a  prisoner  of 
war  on  1)oanl  the  Si'n'firirh. 

On  it«  voyage  north.  comhincil  fleet  captured  on  June  2oth 
eighteen  ships  of  a  British  convtA  l*ouiul  ft>r  Canada.  A  few  days 
later  it  was  fixed  in  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  covering  the  ground 
horn  Ushant  to  Scilly.  On  the  evening  of  July  7th  it  was  sighted 
off  SciUy  by  Howe,  who  then  had  with  him  twenty-five  sail.  The 
allies  prepared  for  action;  but  the  British  Admiral,  possessing  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  lu  i^'libouring  coasts,  either  in  his  own 
person  or  in  s.nn.e  of  his  ofHcei's,  led  the  fleet  by  night  through  the 
jKissnq'e  iKitwi'cn  St  illy  and  Land's  End.  ()n  the  following  mnrniiif^ 
lie  was  no  more  to  be  seen,  and  the  enemy,  ignorant  of  Uie  manner 


*  Tluit  is,  with  a  great  {wrt  ot  her  guus  uuiiuounteii,  and  below  aa  caign. 
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of  his  evasion,  was  thrown  wholly  off  his  track. '  A  strong  ^le  ol 
wind  aftenvards  forcing  the  allies  to  tlie  southward,  1x)th  convoy  and 
fleet  slipiM'd  hy  suceessfull}-,  and  again  reached  England. 

Hn\^  e  was  ordered  now  to  jirepare  to  throw  reinforcements  and 
hupplits  into  Gibraltar,  which  lunl  not  ifieivtd  relief  since  Darby's 
visit,  in  April,  1781.  For  this  uigcat  and  critical  service  it  vfm 
detemined  to  oinicentrate  ibe  whole  Channel  Fleet  at  Spithead, 
where  also  the  transports  and  supply-ships  were  directed  to  rendez- 
▼ous.  It  was  while  thus  assembling  for  the  relief  of  Gibialtar  that 
there  occun*ed  the  celebrated  incident  of  the  BoyaL  Ototyt,  a  100-gun 
ship,  while  being  heeled  for  under-wator  rejHiirs,  oversetting  and 
•sinking  at  la  r  anchors,  carrying  down  with  Ik  t  Ke.ir- Admiral 
Kempenfelt  and  abnnt  90f}  souls,  including  many  women  aiid  rhil- 
dren.  This  was  <iu  ihc  2LfLh  of  August,  17S2.  On  the  lltli  of 
September  tlie  ex|>edition  started,  183  sail  in  all;  thirty-four  being 
ships  of  the  line,  with  a  doaen  amaller  ciuiserB,  the  rest  unarmed 
vessels.  Of  the  latter,  81  were  destined  for  Gilnaltar,  the  remainder 
heing  trading  ships  for  different  parts  of  the  world.  With  so  exten- 
sive a  charge,  the  danger  to  which  had  been  emphasised  by  numerous 
captures  from  convoys  during  ihe  war,  Howe's  }irogross  was  ;dow. 
It  is  told  that  shortly  l>efore  reaching  Cajie  Finistcriv,  but  aftfr  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  the  full  tidly  of  1 88  sail  was  oounttd.  After 
ims-sincf  Finisterre,  the  sevei-al  "tiades"  probably  jmled  Iiom  the 
grand  tlcet. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  a  frigate,  the 
Latonuj  38,  was  seait  ahead  for  information.  It  was  known  that  a 
great  oombuied  force  of  ships  of  war  lay  in  Algeeiias  Bay,  —  opposite 
Gibraltar,  —  and  that  an  attack  upon  the  works  was  in  oontemphi>* 

tion;  but  much  might  have  liajipened  meantime.  Much,  in  fact, 
had  happened*  A  violent  gale  of  wind  on  the  10th  of  Scptenilier 
had  driven  some  oi  the  allied  fli  rt  from  flu-ir  moorings,  one  vessel, 
the  San  Mif/ncl,  7'2,  Ixiiifj^  foicetl  xuxder  the  hitteries  of  GibniltAj-, 
where  she  had  to  sunendtT ;  but  there  still  remained  the  f(<rinidable 
number  of  48  ships  of  tlie  line,  anchored  only  four  miles  from  tlie  point 
which  die  relief  ships  must  reach.  This  was  the  {ttoblem  which 
Howe  had  to  solve.   More  important  still,  though  of  lew  bearing 

'  Chevalier,  foil  i\vin>^  Iji  MciUe-Picijuet's  report,  n«"rri1«'!i  Howe's  escape  to  urtater 
►IKxd.  ('Mar.  Fran,  en  1776':  p.  336.)  It  uxml  be  iioteil  ibat  Howe's  objtxt  wsa 
not  motif  to  eteape,  up  Channel,  by  better  wiling,  bat  to  get  to  the  wwtwaid,  fott 
tlie  illiea, «  fest  iuptacticnble  asve  by  a  etrttagem  Atteb  ea  i»  mentiaacd. 
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ujioii  liis  mission,  was  the  cheering  news  Imnight  Ity  the  frigate, 
when  she  rejoined  on  the  10th,  that  the  long-iiitA^ndeJ  attac  k  had 
beeu  made  on  the  13th  of  Septemljer,  anil  Jmd  been  repelled  gloriously 
and  deeiflively.  Tlie  heavily  protected  Spanish  floating  batteries, 
from  whieli  success  had  been  expected  confidently,  one  and  all  had 
been  set  on  fire  and  deatcoyed.  If  Howe  could  introduce  his  sue* 
couia,  the  fortress  uras  sared. 

The  admiral  at  once  summoned  his  subordinate  officers,  gave 
them  full  and  [Kirticular  instructions  for  tlie  momentous  undertaking, 
aiKl  issiif'd  at  the  suiiu'  time,  to  the  inuslcis  of  the  supj)ly-8hijxs, 
jiivcise  iiifornuitit*ii  us  to  local  conditions  of  wind  and  currents  at 
(iibraitar,  to  enable  tlicm  moi-e  suitjly  to  reach  ilieir  anchorage.  On 
the  11th  of  Octobor,  being  now  close  to  its  destination,  the  fleet 
bore  up  for  the  Straits,  which  it  entered  at  noon  with  a  fair  westerly 
wind.  The  convoy  went  first,  — sailing  before  the  wind  it  was  thus 
to  leeward  of  the  fleet,  in  a  position  to  be  defended,  —and  the  shipa 
of  war  followed  at  some  distance  in  three  divisi(ms,  one  of  which  was 
Icil  l»v  Howe  himself.  At  6  P.M.  the  snpyily-ships  were  off  the 
mouih  of  tlie  Bay,  with  a  wind  fair  for  the  mote:  Imt,  thionsih 
neglect  of  the  instructions  given,  all  but  four  mi».st:d  the  cntiiiin  e. 
and  were  sweiit  to  the  eastward  of  tlie  liock,  wlutlier  tlie  tleei  of 
course  had  to  follow  them. 

On  the  13th  the  combined  fleets  came  out»  being  induced  to  quit 
their  commanding  position  at  Algeciias  bjr  fean  for  two  of  their 
number,  which  shortly  Ijefoi-e  luul  ]>een  driven  to  the  eastward. 
During  the  forenoon  of  the  same  da}-  the  British  were  off  the  Spanish 
coast,  fifty  niih^s  cnst  of  fiilindtar.  At  sunset  the  allies  were  seen 
approat  IjinLT,  and  Howe  formed  his  fleet,  Imt  sent  the  supply-shiiw  to 
anchor  aL  the  Zaffariiie  IslaniLs,  on  the  eoust  of  Barlury,  to  await 
events.  Next  monuug  the  enemy  was  close  to  land,  but  visible  only 
from. the  mastheads;  the  British  apparently  ha>'ing  headed  south 
during  the  night  On  the  15th  the  wind  came  to  the  eastward,  fair 
for  Gibraltar,  towards  which  all  the  British  began  cautiously  to 
move.  By  the  evening  of  the  IGth,  eighteen  of  the  convoy  were 
safe  at  the  mole;  and  on  the  18th  all  had  arrived,  liesides  a  lireship 
with  1,-'>*^0  liarrels  of  powder,  sent  in  by  the  Adnural  iipon  the  tfovom- 
or's  rc<|nisition.  Thrc)UL,diont  this  critical  tinu'.  the  comlunid  lieets 
seem  lo  have  Ijeen  out  of  sight.  Either  iiitcutionally  or  cuiflessly, 
they  bad  got  to  the  eastward  and  there  remained;  having  rallied  their 
separated  khiiL%  but  allowed  Gibraltar  to  be  replenished  for  a  year- 
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On  the  morning  of  the  19th  they  apjieBied  in  tlie  north-€a.st,  hut  the 
relief  w&n  then  accomplished  and  Howe  put  out  to  sea.  lie  vras 
not  willing  to  fight  in  iiuM-Stniits,  eniljarrassed  by  rnrrents  and  the 
land ;  hut  when  outside  he  biuught-to,  to  allow  tiie  enemy  to  attack 
if  they  would,  they  having  the  weather-guge.  On  the  following  day, 
the  20th,  towaitls  sunjset  tliey  bore  down,  and  a  partial  engagement 
ensued;  bit  it  ures  wholly  indecifiive,  and  next  dajr  was  not  renewed. 
The  British  loee  was  68  killed  and  208  wounded;  that  of  the  allies 
60  killed  and  820  wounded.  On  the  14th  of  November  the  fleet 
regained  Spithcad. 

The  services  rendered  to  his  country  hy  Howe  on  this  occasion 
WW  eminently  charactt^ristic  of  the  sj^ecial  qualitifs  of  that  grent 
olhcer,  in  whom  was  illiistriitt  il  (o  the  hicrliost  dfi^Mt'O  the  solid 
strength  attiiiimble  by  a  man  not  iailliant,  but  most  ablr.  w  lio  gives 
himself  heart  and  soul  to  professional  acquirement.  In  him,  pro- 
found and  extensive  profeaeional  knowledge,  which  is  not  inboni 
but  gained,  was  joined  to  great  natural  staying  powers;  and  the  com- 
bination  eminently  fitted  him  for  the  part  we  have  seen  him  play  in 
Delaware  Baj-,  at  New  York,  before  Rho<le  Island,  in  the  Channelt 
and  now  at  Gibraltar.  The  utmost  of  skill,  the  utniast  of  patience, 
tlie  utnicst  of  persistence,  such  had  Howe;  and  having  these,  he  was 
juirticularly  apt  for  the  defenf?ivp  operations,  upon  the  conduct  of 
which  chiefly  must  i"est  his  well-deserved  renown. 

A  true  and  noble  tribute  has  been  imid  liy  a  French  othcer  to  this 
relief  of  Gibraltar; » — 

**  The  qualities  displayed  by  Lord  Howe  duriug  this  short  canipaigii  rose  to 
the  fall  height  of  the  mission  vhich  be  \uui  to  fulfil.  This  operation,  one  of  the 

fnii^t  in  {])•■  War  nf  Am*  r'u  an  IiidejHfiideiice,  merits  a  praise  equal  to  (hat  of  a 
victory.  If  the  En^li^h  ilcot  wm  favoured  by  circamstances,  —  aud  it  ii»  rare  that 
in  «uob  enterprises  one  can  snooeed  without  the  aid  of  fortune, — It  m»  alxna  all 
the  Commander-in-Chief'.s  quickuess  of  iKTceptioQ,  tiie  aoeuiacy  of  hia  judgmeDl) 
and  the  rapidity  of  his  deciaiona,  tliat  assured  sueeeai.'' 

To  this  well-weigbedt  yet  loftj  pnuse  of  the  Admiral,  the  same 
writer  has  added  words  that  the  British  Navy  may  remember  long 

with  ])ride,  as  sealinq-  the  n'l'unl  of  this  war,  of  which  the  relief  of 
Gihraltar  marked  the  clotse  in  I^nropean  and  American  watera.  After 
according  credit  to  the  Admiralty  for  the  uniform  hich  siipi  d  nf  tlie 
P>i  itish  vessels,  iuid  to  Howe  fur  his  comprebeosiou  uud  use  of  this 
advantage,  Captain  Chevalier  goes  on:  — 

1  Cheralier :  *  Mar.  Vtm,  dtm  la  Onene  d«  1778,'  p.  358. 
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Filially,  if  may  judf^e  by  the  raBalU»  the  Comnumder-in-Chld!  of  tfae  Eng- 
lish fleet  coulfl  not  but  tbiiik  himw^lf  most  happy  in  his  captains.  There  w  t-re 
neither  separations,  nor  coUi^iiQas,  nor  casualties ;  aod there  ocQurred  noue  of  iboso 
events,  so  frequent  in  the  experifinoes  of  a  aqnadron,  which  often  oblige  adtnirals 
to  take  a  courM'  wholly  contrary  to  the  end  they  have  in  view.  In  contemplation 
of  this  unv<ix<'(l  navigation  of  Admiral  Howe,  it  is  impossible  not  to  recall  the 
unhappy  incidenta  which  from  tlio  9tli  to  the  12th  of  April  befell  the  squadron  of 
the  Count  de  Gnisse.  ...  If  it  in  just  to  admit  that  Lord  Howe  displayed  the 
liighest  talent,  it  should  be  added  that  he  had  in  hie  hands  ezoeUent  instranmts." 

To  quote  anotiier  French  writer:  **Qi]aiitily  disappeared  before 
quality.' 


The  operations  in  India,  l)oth  naval  and  military,  stand  h\  tliem- 
selvcs,  witlioul  direct  influence  upon  transactions  elsewhere,  and 
unaffected  also  by  these,  except  in  so  far  as  necessaiy  succours  were 
intercepted  sometimes  in  European  watera.  The  cause  of  this  isola- 
tion was  tiie  distance  of  India  from  Europe;  ttom  four  to  six  months 
being  required  1)y  a  fleet  for  the  vfiyage. 

Cert;»in  intelligenec  f>f  the  war  l)et\veen  Great  Britain  and  France 
rrarlied  ('alrntta  Jul}'  Ttli,  177^'.  On  t!u'  same  day  tlic  Movenior- 
(it  nciiil  onined  immediate  prei>arations  Im  attack  I'uiiilii  lii  i ly.  the 
princiiwii  seaport  of  the  French.  The  army  ai lived  bcl'oie  die  place 
on  the  8th  of  iVugust,  and  on  the  same  day  Commodore  Sir  Edward 
Vernon  >  anchored  in  the  roads  to  blockade  by  sea.  A  French 
squadron,  under  Captain  T^ joly,  soon  after  appearing  in  the  offing, 
Vernon  gave  chase,  and  on  the  lOdk  an  action  ensued.  The  forces 
engaged  were  alx)Ut  ecpial,  the  French,  if  anything,  slightly  .superior} 
a  sixty-gun  ship  and  four  smaller  ve.s.sels  Ijeing  on  each  s'n\e.  ,\s 
the  French  tli»'n  wpiit  ifito  Pondicherr}-,  the  imniediatf  advantage 
may  l)e  coiiccil.  rl  to  them;  but,  Vernon  returning  on  the  20th, 
Tronjoly  soon  after  quitte<l  tiie  roads,  and  retunied  to  tlie  He  de 
FmiMse.*  From  that  day  the  British  squadron  hloekaded  closely,  and 
on  the  17th  of  October  Pondicherr}  capitulated. 

>  Jjriti.-U  Stjiuulrou  iu  the  East  Indies  luider  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Temou,  Kt., 
ial77B. 

i  Commoilo)-':'  Sir  E  bvri!  1  VeillMI. 


JUpmt   60 


( Citpt.  Benjamin  Marlon-. 


.^jta  ......  ft4  Cspit  Osorge  Ysnd^t. 

CotentrKf   i;s  Ciipt,  .Tohti  A'cxander  Panton. 

Senhorx   21  Coninianiler  Alexander  M'C!oy. 

CornunraiU  ....  ig  Conmsnder  Willieai  Owen.* 

*  AVlio,  belDg  killed  by  eoddeDt,  was  «neoMded  by  Cemmender  Cbailes  Heriee  Pole. 
—  W.  L.  C. 

•  Now  Ifottrithm. 
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On  the  7th  of  Maich,  1779,  Reur-Admiral  Sir  Echvnrcl  Hughes, 
K.  B.,  sailed  for  the  East  Indies  with  a  small  squadron.'  The 
French  also  sent  out  occasional  ships;  but  in  1779  and  17^0  these 
went  no  farther  than  the  lie  de  France,  their  naval  station  in  the 
Indian  Ocean.  Hughes's  force  remained  unopposed  during  thoee 
yeaxB.  The  period  -was  critical,  for  the  British  were  at  war  with 
Hyder  All,  Sultan  of  Mysore,  and  with  the  Mahmttaa;  and  all 
depended  upon  command  of  the  sea.  In  January,  1781,  when 
Hughes  was  wintering  at  Bombay,  the  French  squadron  under  Couite 
d'Orves  appeared  ofT  the  Coromandel  coast,  but,  despite  Hyder  Ali's 
entreaties,  it  refused  to  co-operate  with  him.  The  different  spirit 
of  the  two  commanders  may  be  illustrated  from  contemporaiy 
documents. 

^  We  have  advioea  from  Fort  St.  George  of  a  French  squadron  wiiich  appeared 
off  that  place  on  January  25,  S6,  and  27,  consisting  of  1  seventy -four,  4  idxty-foun^ 

and  2  fifties.  They  proceeded  south  without  making  any  attempt  on  flvo  Indianien 
then  in  the  roads,  with  a  number  of  vessels  laden  with  grain  and  provisions ;  the 
destroying  of  which  might  have  been  easily  accouipHslied,  and  would  have  been 
■Bverely  felt." 

"On  December  8th,  off  Mau^alore,"  '  writes  llu^lics,  "I  s:nv  two  ships,  a 
huge  snow,  three  ketches,  and  many  smaller  vessels  at  anchor  in  the  road  wiU> 
Hyder^  flag  flying;  Mid,  staodnig  doa*,  loond  thmi  yesads  of  forca  and  ill  anued 
for  war.  I  anchored  as  clo=;e  as  possible,  sent  in  all  arrnod  l  oats.  under  cover  of 
three  smaller  ships  of  war,  which  anchored  in  four  fathoms  water,  close  to  the 
«nem3r*s  sblpa.  In  two  honn  took  and  borned  the  two  «Up«,  one  of  28  and  one  of 
26  puns,  and  took  or  destroyed  all  (lie  ujliers,  suive  one  which,  by  throwing  every- 
thing overboard,  escaped  over  the  bar  into  the  port.  Lost  1  lieutenant  and  10  men 
killed,  2  lieutenanta  and  61  wounded.** 

D'Orves  returned  to  the  lie  de  Fiance. 

When  war  with  Holland  began,  the  British  gos  ernment  decided 
to  attempt  the  capture  of  tiie  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  For  that  object  a 
squadion  of  1  fleventy-four,  1  sixty-four,  and  8  fifties,  with  numerous 
snwller  Teasels,  under  Commodore  George  Johnstone,  convoying  a 

^  St^uadron  which,  under  Bear-Admiral  Six  Edward  Hughes,  K.  B.  (li),  sailed 
fiKrlndiafiomSt.  Edcnsin  1779.— W.L.C. 

gf^gf^   ^4        I  Rear-Athniral  Sir  Edward  K.  B. 

I  Capt.  Robert  Sin  ion  ton. 


Capt  OeoTgK  Talbot. 

('apt.  John  Brooks 


Cupt.  Kit'harii  Kiiij;. 
Capt.  AmbioM  Reddall. 
Capt.  Peter  Raiaier  (1). 


Commander  John  Blankett. 


*  On  the  Malabar  —  wcateru  —  coast. 
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ponsiiJerable  bcxly  of  troops,  sailed  from  England  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1781,  in  coiujmny  willi  tlie  Channel  fleet  under  Vice-Admiral 
George  Dar}»y,  then  on  its  way  to  relievo  Gibraltar.  The  French 
govermneut,  liaving  timely  notice  of  the  expedition,  vindertook  to 
fnutrate  it;  detailing  for  that  purpose  a  division  of  2  Mventy-fours, 
and  8  sixty-foms,  under  the  since  eelebrated  SufEren.'  These  sIiipH 
left  Biest  on  the  22nd  of  March,  with  the  fleet  of  de  Oiaase.  They 
also  carried  some  battalions  of  troops. 

On  April  11th  the  British  squadron  reached  Porto  Praya,  Cape 
de  Vi'ide  Islands.  This  l>ay  is  oi>pn  to  the  southward,  extending 
from  east  to  west  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  is  within  the  limits 
of  the  nortli-east  trade-winds.  Althougli  aware  tliat  a  French  division 
was  on  his  tracks  and  conscious,  by  the  admissions  of  his  report,  that 
I»otection  could  not  be  cx^xcted  fnwn  the  neatmlitjr  of  tilie  place, 
Johnstone  permitted  his  vessels  to  anchor  irithout  reference  to 
attack.  His  own  flagship,  die  JSomiwy,  60,  was  so  snnonnded  bjr 
others  that  she  could  fii-e  only  with  great  caution  through  intervals. 
On  the  16th  of  April,  at  9.30  a.m.,  the  /m,  50,  which  was  the 
outermost  of  the  British  squadron,  siqnnllcd  eleven  sail  in  the 
nortli-east.  Fifteen  liuiidred  persons  were  tlien  ashoi-e  engaged  in 
watering,  fishing,  embarking  cattle,  and  amusing  themselves.  The 
strangers  were  Suflfren's  division.    The  meeting  was  not  expected  by 

1  S<iaa<lron8  under  Commodore  Ocorgs  Johnatom  and  H.  de  Solbai  iu  til* 
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the  Fienoh  oominaiidert  whose  object  in  entering  aimply  to 
complete  the  water  of  the  ships;  but  he  deteiminediht  onoe  to  attack, 
and  hauled  round  the  east  point  of  the  bay  in  column,  the  two 
seTenty-foure  at  the  head,  his  ovvn  ship,  the  Htros^  leading  with  the 

'jicnal  for  battle  (line  iib).  He  luffed  to  the  w  ind,  and  anchored  five 
hundred  feet  from  the  8tarlK)ard  beam  of  the  British  Hcro^  74  (f), 
whence  he  at  once  opened  fire  from  both  broadsides.  His  next 
astern,  the  AnnU/ai  {h}^  braught  up  immediately  ahead  of  him,  but 


80  close  that  the  fferos  had  to  veer  caUe  and  drop  astern  (a),  which 
brought  her  on  the  beam  of  the  Monmouth^  64.'   The  captain  of  the 

Annihal  had  thought  the  onler  for  little  merely  precautionary,  and 
had  not  cleared  for  action.  He  was  therefore  Uilcen  unawares,  and 
\nA  ship  did  no  seivict;  proportionate  to  her  force.  The  third  French 
vessel  (c)  reached  her  station,  but  her  captain  was  struck  dead  jnst 

^  I  infer,  from  the  accouata,  that  the  Monmauth  was  well  east  of  the  Hero,  tbot 
tb*  n«neli  bad  panel  her  fint,  and  that  the  Hint  «a»  nov  on  her  port  heam  \  hnt 
this  point  ia  not  certain. 
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when  alx)iit  to  anchor,  and  in  the  confusion  the  anchor  wajs  not  Ipt 
go.     The  ship  drifted  foul  of  a  Hritish  IndianiaJi,  wliii  h  «Le 

carried  out  to  scu  (c'  e")  The  two  i-eiuuiuiiig  Fi^jucli  ( d,  e )  simply 
cannonaded  as  they  passed  aerofls  the  bay's  mouth,  failing  through 
mlsliap  or  awkwaidneBs  to  reach  an  effeoti've  position. 

The  attack  thus  hecame  a  mere  rough  and  tiunUe,  in  which  the 
two  aevenly-fouiB  alone  8Ui$tained  the  French  side.  After  three 
qiiaitexB  (tf  an  hour,  SuiTren,  seeing  tlmt  the  attempt  liad  failed, 
Hlipjjcd  his  cal>le  and  jjiit  to  sea.  The  Annibal  followed,  hut  she  Irnd 
l)een  so  damatred  that  all  her  masts  went  overhoard;  fortunately,  not 
until  her  head  was  pointed  out  of  the  harlwur.  Joliiist<iiie,  thus 
luckily  escitpiug  the  con^queuees  of  his  neglect,  now  called  liis  cap- 
tains together  to  learn  the  condhimk  of  their  ships,  and  then  ordered 
them  to  out  thdr  cables  and  punue.  All  obeyed  except  CSaptain 
Sutton  of  the  /n^  who  represrated  that  the  span  and  rigging  of  his 
ship  conld  not  bear  sail  at  once.  Johnstone  then  ordered  him  to 
come  out  anyhow,  which  he  did,  and  his  foi  e  topmast  shortly  went 
ovcrlxiard.  Tlie  disahility  of  this  sliip  so  weighed  upon  the  Coninio- 
dore  that  his  pursuit  was  exceediie^^Iy  sluu'y;ish:  and,  the  Annihcl 
havini^  t^ot  a  bit  of  canvas  on  a  jury  foremast,  the  French  kept  draw- 
ing him  away  to  leeward.  Night,  tljerefoi*,  was  falling  as  he  came 
near  them;  the  /mand  McmmouiK  were  two  or  three  miles  astern; 
the  sea  was  increasing;  if  be  got  much  further  to  leeward,  he  could 
not  get  back;  he  had  fotgotten  to  appoint  a  rendezvous  where  the 
convoy  might  rejoin;  a  night  actionf  he  considered^  was  not  to  be 
thought  of.  Yi  t,  if  he  let  the  enemy  go,  they  might  anticipate  him 
at  the  Cape.  In  short,  .Tolinstone  underwent  the  "anguish"  of  nn 
uudecidt'd  man  in  a  "cruel  situation,"'  and  nf  course  decided  to  run 
no  risks.  He  returned  therefore  to  Purti)  I'niya,  put  the  captain  of 
the  Ids  under  arrest,  and  remained  in  port  for  a  fortnight.  SufiCren 
hurried  on  to  the  Gape,  got  there  first,  landed  his  troox^s,  and  secured 
the  oolony  against  attack.  Johnstone  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood 
some  time  later,  and,  finding  himself  anticipated,  turned  aside  to 
Saldanha  Bay,  whei-e  lie  captured  five  Dutch  Eitst  Indiamen.  He 
then  sent  the  HtrOy  Monmouth,  and  Isi%  on  to  India,  tO  VeiufOTCe 
Hughes,  and  himself  went  Imck  to  England. 

No  accusation  f>f  niisU-haviour  lies  ajtrainst  any  of  the  British 
sulxirdiiuites  iu  this  alYair  of  Torto  Pniya.    Tlie  ca]>tain  of  the 
waa  hrought  to  a  court-martial,  and  honourahly  aciiuitled  of  all  the 
*  £xpre^iuu8  in  JuLutituue's  Hei>ort. 


Uiyitizeo  by  Google 


1782.J 


SL  flKLN  JSD  HUQUES, 


549 


charges.  Tlie  discredit  of  the  SUXprise  was  not  redeemed  by  any 
exhibition  of  iutelligenee,  energy,  or  professional  cai>aeity,  on  the 
part  of  t)ic  officer  in  charge.  It  has  l^een  said  that  he  never  had 
commanded  a  post-ship'  liefore  he  \va-s  intrusted  with  this  ver\' 
important  mission,  and  it  is  rc;usuuably  tiuro  that  his  selection  for  it 
was  due  to  attacks  made  by  him  upon  the  profeflsional  conduct  of 
Keppel  and  Hove,  when  those  admiiala  were  at  yananoe  witii  the 
adnunistration.  His  preposterous  misinanagemeiit»  therefore,  was 
prohably  not  wholly  bitter  to  the  Navy  at  large.  In  tlie  Hritish  ships 
of  war,  tlie  entire  loss  in  men,  as  i-eported,  was  only  9  killed,  47 
wounded.  Several  eiusualties  from  chance  shots  occurred  on  lioard 
the  convoy,  bringing  up  the  total  to  killed  and  130  wounded.- 
The  French  admit  105  killed  and  20  }  wounded,  all  but  19  being  in 
the  Hiros  and  Annibal.  Alihough  precipitated  by  Suffren,  the  aftair 
clearly  was  as  great  a  surprise  to  his  squadron  as  to  tiie  Bii<3sb* 
Thenfove,  the  lattw,  heing  already  at  anehor  and  more  numerous 
as  engaged,  had  a  distinct  advantage;  to  which  also  contributed 
musketr}'  fire  from  the  transports.  Nevertheless,  the  result  oftnnot 
1>e  deemed  creditable  to  the  Fueneli  captains  or  gunner}'. 

!^ufTren  remained  in  the  neighljoiirhood  of  the  Cape  for  two 
months.  Tlien,  having  seen  the  colony  secure,  independent  of  his 
squadron,  he  departed  for  the  lie  de  Fi-ance.  anivin!'  there  Octoljer 
25th.  On  the  17th  of*  December  ihe  whole  French  force,  under  tlie 
eommaad  of  d'Orves,  sailed  for  the  Coromandel  coast.  On  the  way 
the  Btitbh  60-gun  ship  Ifanwibalf  Captain  Alexander  Christie,  was 
taken.  On  tiie  9th  of  Fehruaiy,  1782,  Comte  d'Orres  died,  and 
Sttflbren  found  himself  at  the  head  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line :  3 
seventy-fours,  7  sixty-fours,  and  2  fifties.^  On  the  15th  Hughes's 
Hect  was  Slighted,  under  the  guns  of  Madras.  It  miinl)en d  nine  of 
the  line:  2  seventy-fours,  1  Rixty-ei<^ht.  5  nixty-foui-s,  and  1  fift}'. 
iSuHicu  stood  south  t<jwanls  I'oudichoiTy,  which  had  j>assed  into  the 
power  of  Hyder  Ali.    After  nightfall  Hughes  got  under  way,  and 

'  Clmmock,  however,  mya  that  in  I7C2,  imme^liatcly  after  receiving  lits  poat- 
coiuiuiiuiioii,  be  conimniultd  in  smccssion  the  TliiiJ.  2fi,  arnl  the  Jl'in-r,  20.  Mnreovpr, 
before  his  appuuitmeuL  to  ibe  expcditioa  of  17(^1,  iic  hnri  licen  Cuiiimudure  ou  the 
Lisbon  Station.  Bai  he  bad  ftpent  cmafMrntively  little  time  at  aee  ai  a  eaptaio. « 
W.  h.  C. 

*  Details  are  in  Schoinbei:g,  iv.  385.  —  W.  L.  C. 

>  One  being  (be  eaptnied  Brituh  Hannibal,  80,  whieh  wae  eommiMiomd  hy  Gap> 

tnin  ^Trirrml  Gdlt-s.  retaining  iIk  Knjisli  form  uf  the  name,  Hannibal,  to  dietiiigniah 
her  from  the  Annibal,  74,  alfeaUy  in  the  squadioii. 
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also  steered  south.  He  feared  for  Trincoinale,  in  Ceylon,  recently 
a  Dutc  h  iK)rt,  which  the  British  had  captured  on  the  5th  of  Januan*. 
It  was  a  valuable  naval  station,  and  jvs  yet  most  imperfectly  defended. 

At  daylight  the  Britiuh  saw  the  French  squadron '  twelve  miles 
east  (A,  A)  and  its  transports  nine  miles  south-west  (c).  Hughes 
chased  the  latter  and  took  six.  Suffren  pursued,  but  could  not  over- 
take l)efore  surwet,  and  botli  fleets  steered  soutli-east  during  the  night. 
Next  morning  there  were  light  north-north-east  airs,  and  the  French 
were  six  miles  north-east  of  the  British  (B,  B).  The  latter  formed 
line  on  the  port  tack  (u),  heatling  to  seawanl ;  Hughes  hoping  that 
thus  the  usual  sea-breeze  would  find  him  to  windward.  The  breeze, 
however,  did  not  make  sis  expected ;  and,  as  the  north-east  puffs  were 
bringing  the  enemy  down,  he  kept  off  before  the  wind  (b)  to  gain 
time  for  his  »\\\\y»  to  close  their  intervals,  which  were  too  great.  At 
4  P.M.  the  near  approach  of  the  French  conii)elled  him  to  form  line 
again,  on  the  port  tack,  heading  easterly.  The  rear  ship,  Exder^  64, 
was  left  separated,  out  of  due  support  from  those  ahead  (C).  Suffren, 
leading  one  section  of  his  fleet  in  jwrson,  passed  to  windward  of  the 


'  British  and  French  Squadrons  in  the  action  off  Sadras,  Feb.  17lh,  1782. 
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TLu  British  list  is  founded  Uj>on  that  in  Beatson,  vi.  298,  Steel's  •  Navy  List ' 
(1782),  and  dispatches;  the  French  list,  on  Truhlet :  'Hist,  de  la  Campagne  de 
rinde'  (1801);  'Relation  Ddtaill^e,'  etc.  (1783);  Chevalier:  'Hist,  de  la  Mar. 
Fran*;.'  and  Cuiial :  '  Hist,  du  Bailli  de  Suffrvn.'  But  some  of  these  contradict  tb« 
others.  From  some  it  would  appear  that  the  Pourvoyeute  was  also  in  the  line.  — 
W.  L.  C. 
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British  line,  from  the  rear,  m  far  as  Hughes's  flagship,  wliich  was 
fifth  from  the  vuu.  Tiiere  he  stojipcd,  and  kept  sit  half  cannon-shot, 
to  prevent  the  iVmr  van  shi|*ii  iiom  tacking  to  relieve  tlieir  consorts. 
It  Av  avS  lus  iuU^utioii  that  the  second  liali  oi  iiis  fleet  should  uii;ick  the 
otiier  side  of  the  English  (D),  but  only  two  of  them  did  so,  engag- 
ing to  leeward  tiie  extreme  iear(C).  The  reeult  wee,  to  nee 
Hughes's  own  words,  that  '*fbe  enemy  Inought  eight  of  their  best 
ships  to  the  attack  of  five  of  onxs."  It  will  be  noted  with  intexest 


that  these  were  exiiclly  the  numbers  engat^ed  in  the  first  act  of  the 
battle  of  the  Nile.  The  Exiter  (like  the  Guerricr  at  the  Nile) 
received  the  fresh  broadsides  of  13ie  ftrst  five  of  the  memjr,  and  then 
remained  in  close  action  on  both  sides,  assailed  by  two^  and  at  last  by 
three,  opfKments,  —  two  fifties,  and  one  sixty-four.  When  the  third 
approached,  the  master  of  the  ship  asked  Commodore  Richard  King, 
whose  broad  pennant  flew  at  her  masthead,  "  Wliat  is  to  be  done  ?  " 
**Tlicre  is  nothing  to  Ix?  done."  replied  King,  "but  to  fight  her  till 
she  sinks.*'    Uer  loss,  10  killed  and  45  wounded,  was  not  creditable 
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undpr  tlie  ciicuinstiuiLfs  to  the  French  gunnery,  which  hjul  lx;en 
poor  also  at  Porto  Fi-aya.  At  U  P.M.  the  wind  shifted  to  soutli-cast 
throwing  nil  on  tii6  otb»  taok,  and  enabling  liie  British  van  to  come 
into  action.  Darkness  now  approaching,  Suffi«n  hanled  off  and 
anchored  at  Pondicheny.  Hi^hea  went  on  to  Trincomale  to  xefit. 
The  British  loss  Iind  Ijeen  82  killed,  among  wliom  were  Captain 
William  Stevens  of  the  flagship,  and  Captain  Ileniy  Reynolds,  of  the 
Hxct'  r.  and  woundfd.  The  Frcncli  had  HO  killed;  the  number  of 
their  woumh'd  is  put  l»y  Professor  Laughton  at  1<>0. 

On  the  12tli  of  March  Hughes  returned  to  Madras,  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  month  sailed  again  for  Trincomale,  carrjiiig  reiuforce- 
mentB  and  (supplies.  On  the  90th  he  was  jdned  at  sea  bj  the  S^tktn^ 
T4,  and  the  Ma^fame^  64,  just  from  England.  Snffren  had 
ranained  on  tiie  coast  from  reasons  of  policy,  to  enconxage  Hyder 
Ali  in  his  leaning  to  the  French;  but,  after  landing  a  contingent  of 
troops  on  the  22ud  of  March,  to  assist  at  the  siege  of  the  Britiiih  port 
of  Cnddalorp,  lio  put  to  sen  on  the  23rd,  and  went  south,  hoping  to 
intercept  the  Sultan  and  Mafjnmuine  off  the  south  end  of  Ceylon. 
On  the  9tli  of  April  he  sighted  tlie  Jhitisli  fleet  to  tlie  south  and  west 
of  him.  Hughes,  attaching  the  lirst  imjJorLance  to  the  strengthening 
of  Trincomale,  had  xeeolTed  neither  to  seek  nor  to  shun  aotioo.  He 
therefore  continued  his  course,  liglit  nprtherly  airs  prevailing,  until 
the  11th,  when,  being  about  fifty  miles  to  the  north-eastof  his  port,  he 
tors  away  for  it.  Next  morning,  April  12th,  finding  that  the  enemy 
could  ovwtake  his  rear  ships,  he  formed  line  on  the  starboard  tack,* 

^  Line  of  battle  of  the  squadron  under  Vic«>Ai3iiiil«l  Sir  Edmud  Hnglia^  K.B., 
ID  the  action  off  ProTidien,  on  April  12ifi,  17'^2. 

iCoromodoro  Bichard  King. 
Okpt  Chirlcs  Hugbw. 
Capt.  JaniM  Hawkr r. 
C«pt.  tbo  Hon.  Thos.  Chas.  Lnmley . 
Ctpt.  Peter  Bainfer  (1). 
r,i[,;.  Tnlm  Cfll 
(  Vicc-Adnural  Sir  Edward  Hngheg,  K.B.  (B). 
\  Capt.  tb«  Hon.  Donbcr  MaeklUn  (Aeig;  j. 

♦  'apt.  .Tfiinps  Alms  (!)• 
C.ipt.  (;.v..rg.>  Ta'bot. 
Capt.  Ambrose  Koddall. 
Capt.  James  Watt. 
Capt.  Charles  Wolwley. 
Capt.  Robert  Montaj^. 
Cnrirnaiiili-r  Henn*  N'pweome. 

The  above  is  taken,  the  spelling  of  names  being  corrected,  from  B^taonf  vi.  298; 
but  tbe  orcler  of  the  line  was  slightly  modifled  at  the  latt  momoit. — W.  t.  C. 
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at  two  oaUeB*  intervals,  heading  to  the  westward,  towards  the  coast 
of  Ceykm,  wind  north  \fj  easti  and  the  French  dead  to  windward 
(A,  A).  SufE^n  drew  up  hie  line  on  the  same  tack,  parallel  to 
the  Biitiah  (aX  end  at  11  a.m.  gave  Ihe  signal  to  ateer  west4Mm<li- 
west  all  together;  his  Teesela  going  down  in  a  slanting  direction, 
each  steering  for  one  of  the  enemy.  Having  twelve  ships  to  eleven, 
tlie  twelfth  was  ordered  to  place  herself  on  the  off  side  of  the  rear 
British,  wliich  would  thus  have  two  antagonists. 


SUFFKEN  AND  UUCUKS. 


In  such  simultaneous  approach  it  commonly  oconned  that  the 
aAtacldng  line  ceaeed  to  he  parallel  with  the  foe's,  its  van  hecoming 
nearer  and  rear  more  jlistant.  So  it  w;is  here.  Fnrther,  the  British 
o|>ening  lire  as  soon  as  the  leading  Fiviich  were  within  range,  the 
latter  at  once  hauled  up  to  reply.  SufTren,  in  the  centre,  wishing 
closest  action,  signalled  them  to  keep  away  again,  and  hunself  bore 
down  wn&foUj  upon  Hughes  to  within  pistol-ahot;  in  which  lie 
was  snppcnrted  dcsely  by  his  next  ahead  and  the  two  next  astern. 
The  rear  of  the  Frendi,  though  engaged,  xemained  too  fur  distant 
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Tlieir  line,  therefore,  resembled  a  curve,  the  middle  of  which  —  four 
or  liv(  ships  —  was  tangent  to  the  British  centre  (H).  At  this  jKjint 
tlie  heat  of  the  attack  fell  upon  Hughes's  flagship,  the  Suj'crb,  74 
(C,  d),  aud  her  next  ahead,  the  Monmouth,  64  (c).  Suffren's  ship, 
the  ffirost  lutTiog  muob  of  her  rigging  cut,  could  not  shorten  sail, 
shot  hy  the  Suptr^  and  brought  up  abieaat  the  Monmouth. ,  The 
latter,  already  hotily  engaged  by  one  of  her  own  elass,  and  losing  her 
main  and  mizzen  masts  in  this  unequal  new  contest,  was  forced  at  8 
P.M.  to  bear  up  out  of  the  line.  The  place  of  tlie  Heros  alongside 
the  Sr/perb  was  taken  by  the  Orient,  74,  supported  by  the  Brillanty 
64;  and  when  the  Monmouth  kept  off,  the  attaek  of  these  two  ships 
was  reinforced  by  tlie  half-dozen  stem  chasers  of  the  Beros,  which 
had  drifted  into  the  Britkb  line,  and  now  fixed  into  the  Superb'* 
bows.  The  coofliet  between  these  five  shi^xs,  two  British  and  three 
French,  was  one  of  the  bloodiest  in  naval  annals;  the  loss  of  the 
Superhf  69  killed  and  96  wounded,  and  of  the  Mowmoutkt  45  kiUed 
and  102  wounded,  equalling  tliat  of  the  much  larger  vessels  that 
bore  the  flags  of  Nelson  and  (^olliufjfwood  at  Trafalgar.  The  loss  of 
tlie  three  French  was  52  killed  ami  142  wounded;  but  to  this  should 
be  added  properly  that  of  the  S/ililn.r,  tU,  the  Monmouth's  lir»t  adver- 
B&ry:  22  killed  and  74  wounded.  At  ;i.4U  p.m.,  fearing  that  if  he 
continued  stewii^  west  he  would  get  entangled  witii  the  shore, 
Hughes  wore  his  ships,  fonning  line  on  tlie  port  tack.  The  Frendi 
also  wore,  and  Suifren  hoped  to  secure  the  Monmouth,  which  was  left 
between  the  two  lines;  bat  the  quickness  of  a  British  captain. 
Hawker,  of  tlie  Jlero,  ran  a  tow-rope  to  lier  in  time,  and  she  was 
thus  dragged  out  nf  danger.  At  5.40  Hughes  anchored,  and  SutTixu 
did  tlie  same  at  S  i*.  m.  The  total  liritisli  loss  in  men  on  lliis  oeea^-^ion 
WH.S  lilT  killed  and  430  wounded;  that  of  the  French  137  killed  and 
S57  wounded. 

Ttie  ediausted  enemies  remained  at  anchor  in  the  opm  sea,  two 
miles  apart,  for  a  week,  repairing.  On  the  t9th  of  April  the  French 
got  under  way  and  made  a  demonstration  before  the  British,  inviting 
battle,  3^t  not  attacking ;  but  the  eomlltion  of  the  Monmoulk  forbade 
Hughes  from  moving.  Suffren  therefore  de})arted  to  Batacalo,  in 
Ceylon,  soutli  of  Trinenmale.  w  here  he  covered  his  own  convoys  from 
Eurnjip,  and  ilankeil  llie  ajijjroaeli  of  his  adversar}''8.  Hnglies,  on 
the  22ud  of  Ainil,  got  into  Trincomale.  whei-e  lie  remained  till  June 
23rd.    He  tlicn  went  to  Ncgapataiu,  formerly  a  Dutch  pos»es**ion, 

but  then  held  by  the  British.   There  he  learned  that  SidEren,  who 
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meanwhile  had  captnved  seveml  British  tiansports,  was  a  few  miles 

north  of  liim,  at  Cuddalore,  wliicli  luul  surrendered  to  Hyder  Ali  on 
April  4th.  On  the  5tli  of  July,  at  1  P.M.,  the  Frencli  squadron 
appeared.  At  8  p.m.  Hughes  put  to  sea,  and  stood  south  during 
the  night  to  j^ain  the  wind,  —  tho  suutii-west  monsoon  now  blowing. 

Next  niorniiig,  at  daylight,  tlie  French  were  seen  at  anchor, 
seven  or  eight  miles  to  leeward.  At  6  a.m.  they  began  to  get  under 
wajr.   One  of  their  sixty-fouia,  the  AJaz\  had  lost  her  main  and 
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mizzeii  to[»nia8t.s  in  a  violent  squall  on  tlie  juevious  afternoon,  and 
was  not  in  tlie  line.  There  weit3  thercforo  eleven  ships  on  each  side. 
The  action,  known  as  that  of  Kegapatam,  Ixgau  shortly  before  11, 
when  both  fleets  were  on  the  starboard  tack,  heading  south-soatii-east, 
wind  sonth-west.  The  British  being  to  windward,  Hughes  ordered 
his  fleet  to  l)ear  up  together  to  the  attack,  exactly  as  Suffren  had 
done  on  the  12th  of  April.  As  commonly  luippciied,  the  rear  got 
less  close  than  the  van  (Position  I.).   The  fourth  siiip  in  the  French 
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order  (a),  losing  her  mainniMt  early,  dropped  to  leeward  of  the  line 
(9>%  and  astem  of  her  plaee(a").  At  baU-past  noon  the  wind  flew 
suddeolj  to  soul^Hioutli-eASt,  —  the  eeaf breeze,  —  taking  the  shipe  a 
little  on  the  port  bow.  Most  of  tlicm,  on  l>oth  sides,  paid  off  from 
the  enemy,  the  British  to  sbirbourd,  the  French  to  port ;  but  between 
the  main  lines,  which  were  in  the  niomentiin,'  conf\ision  consequent 
upon  sufh  an  iiiL'idint,  were  left  six  ships  —  lour  Biitiisli  and  two 
Frt'iicli — -that  had  turned  the  other  way  (Pcwitiou  II.).  These  were 
tlie  Burford^  Sultan  (s),  Worcester,  and  Eagle,  fourth,  fifth,  eighth, 
and  tenth,  in  the  British  ordmr;  and  the  SkireQi),  third  in  the 
French,  with  the  dismasted  BriUantt  towards  the  rear  of  the  i^ht(a). 
Under  these  conditions,  the  SSvht^  64,  underwent  a  short  bat  close 
actioin  with  the  Sultan,  74 ;  and  ^vith  two  other  British  ships,  accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  the  Severe' a  captain.  The  remainder  of  the 
incident  sliall  be  given  in  the  latter's  own  words. 

"Seeing  the  French  squadron  drawing  off,  —  for  all  the  ships  except  the 
BriUani  had  fallen  off  on  the  other  tack,  —  Captain  de  CiUart  thought  it  uaelen  to 
ptolong  his  defence,  and  had  the  flag  hauled  down.  The  ships  engaged  with  him 
immediately  ceased  their  firL-.  :ind  the  one  on  the  starboard  side  moved  away.  At 
this  moment  the  Se'vlre  fell  off  to  .vfailMianl.  ami  Iht  sails  filled.  Captain  dc  Cillart 
then  ordered  the  fire  to  be  resumed  by  liin  luwerHleck  guns,  the  only  uues  which 
nmiiiMid  manned,  and  he  rejoined  his  aquadAm  **  (Pontion  III.). 

When  the  Sf'-rhr^s  flag  c;uiie  down,  SutTrt'ii  wiis  approachiiiix  with 
his  flagshij).  The  Sultan  wore  to  it-join  lier  flot't,  and  wa.s  raked  by 
the  Severe  in  so  doing  (Position  III.).  Tiie  BrUlant^  whose  main- 
mast  had  been  shot  away  in  conflict  with  either  the  SvUan  or  the 
Burfordf  both  much  heavier  ships,  had  at  this  later  phase  of  the  fight 
fallen  under  the  guns  of  the  WanwUr  and  the  Her  captain, 

de  $aint>F41ix,  was  one  of  tiie  most  resolute  of  Suffren's  officers. 
She  was  rescued  b^^  the  flagship,  but  she  had  lost  47  killed  and  136 
wounded,  — an  almost  incredible  slaughter,  l)eing  over  a  tliird  of  the 
usual  complement  of  a  sixty-four;  and  Suffren's  stupe  were  imder> 
manned. 

These  spirited  episodes,  and  the  fact  that  his  four  separated  shijJS 
were  approacliing  tlie  enemy,  and  being  approached  by  them,  caused 
Hughes  to  give  the  orders  to  wear,  and  for  a  general  chase;  the  flag 
for  the  line  being  hauled  down.  Two  of  his  fleet,  however,  made 
signals  of  disabOity;  so  he  annulled  the  orders,  and  at  1.90  formed 
on  the  port  tack,  recalling  the  engaged  vessels.  Both  squadrons 
now  stood  in  shore,  and  anchored  at  about  6  p.m.  ;  the  British  near 
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Negapatani,  the  French  some  ten  miles  north.  The  loss  in  the  action 
had  bofii:  British,  77  killed,  233  wounded;  Frencli,  178  killed.  ^01 
wounded.  Among  the  slain  was  Captaiu  the  lion.  Duubar  Maclelluu 
of  Hughes's  flajTship. 

On  the  following  day  Suffreu  sailed  for  Cuddalore.  There  he 
received  word  that  two  ships  of  the  line — the  IUu$tre,  74,  and  St. 
JftfeJbl,  60,  with  a  conToy  of  supplies  and  600  troops — were  to  be 
expected  shortly  at  Pdnte  de  Galle,  then  a  Duteh  port,  on  tiiie  south- 
west side  of  Ceylon.  It  was  essoitial  to  cover  these,  and  on  tlie  18th 
he  was  ready  for  sea ;  but  the  necessity  of  an  interview  Avith  Hyder 
Ali  delayed  him  until  the  1st  of  Aiiji^nst,  when  he  f*tarted  for 
Batacalo.  On  the  9th  he  arrived  there,  and  on  tlie  21st  the  reinforce- 
ment joined  him.  Within  forty-eight  houi-s  tliC  supply-shiiw  were 
cleared,  and  the  squadron  sailed  again  with  the  object  of  taking 
Trincomale.  On  the  25th  he  was  off  the  port,  and,  the  operation  being 
energetically  pushed,  tiie  place  capitulated  on  the  Slat  of  August. 

It  is  difficult  to  resist  tibte  impression  that  greater  energy  on 
Hughes *s  part  might  have  brouglit  him  up  in  time  to  prevent  tliis 
mishap.  He  reached  Madras  only  on  July  20tli,  a  fortnight  after  the 
late  action;  and  he  did  nnt  sail  thence  until  the  20th  of  Auorust, 
notwithstanding  that  lie  ap[iiehended  an  attempt  upon  Trincomale. 
Hence,  when  he  arrived  there  on  the  2ud  of  Scpteml)er,  not  only  had 
it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  but  Suffren  had  re-embarked 
already  the  men  and  the  guns  that  had  heen  hmded  Inm  his  fleet. 
When  Hughes*s  approach  was  signalled,  all  preparations  for  sea  were 
hastened,  and  the  foUowiag  morning,  at  dayhxeak,  the  French  came 
out.  Hughes  had  been  joined  since  the  hist  action  by  the  Sceptre^ 
64,  Captain  Samuel  Graves,  so  that  the  reepectivi;  fDiccs  in  the  action 
foiir^ht  off  Trincomale  on  September  3rd  were  twelve  of  the  lin*^-  to 
fourteen,  viz. :  British,  3  sevent}'-foui-s,  1  seventy.  1  sixty-eight,  0 
sixty-founj,  1  fifty;  French,  4  seventy-fours,  7  iiixty-fours,  1  sixty, 
2  iiftieB.    Suffren  had  also  put  into  tlie  line  a  36-gun  ship,  the 

While  the  Fvenoh  were  gettii^  under  way,  flie  BxilaalL  fleet  was 
standing  towards  the  entrance,  closebauled  on  tiie  staiixMwd  tack,  a 

fresh  south-west  monsoon  blowing.  When  Hughes  made  out  tlie 
hostile  flags  on  the  works,  he  kept  away  four  points,^  and  steered 
east-south-east,  still  in  colUnin,  under  short  canvas.  Su£Eien  pursued, 

1  Pre\iou>]y      British  East  IndlanuD,  £liMii<a. 
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being  to  wrndwani  yet  astern,  with  his  fleet  on  a  line  of  Ix-aring; 
that  is,  the  line  Oil  wiiich  the  ships  wtie  ranged  wvts  not  the  same  as 
the  course  whi(;h  they  were  steering.  Tliis  formation,  wherein  the 
advance  is  oblique  to  the  front,  is  very  difficult  to  maintain.  \Vii>h- 
ing  to  make  the  action,  whatever  the  immediate  event,  decisive  in 
results,  bjr  drawing  the  FrmelL  well  to  leeward  of  the  port,  Hughesi 
who  was  a  thorou^  seanum  and  had  good  captains,  played  with  his 
eager  enemy.  **  He  kept  avoiding  me  \vithoat  taking  flight,"  wrote 
Suffren;  "or  rather,  he  fled  in  s^ond  ortler,  regulating  his  canvas  by 
Ilia  worst  sailers;  and,  keoping  otY  hy  dcf^rrcs,  he  steered  frmii  first 
to  last  ten  or  twelve  diiTt  n  nt  (oui-si^s."  Hu<;hes,  on  his  jwrt.  wliile 
jjerfectly  clear  as  to  his  OWTI  object,  Wita  somewhat  perplexed  hy  die 
seeming  indecisimk  of  an  adversary  whose  fighting  purpose  he  knew 
by  experience.  Sometimes  they  edged  down,**  he  wrote;  **8ome« 
times  they  brougfat-to;  in  no  regular  order,  as  if  nndetennined  what 
to  do.**  These  apparent  vacillations  were  dtie  to  the  difficnlty  of 
maintaining  the  line  of  l)earing,  which  was  to  be  the  line  of  battle; 
and  this  difficulty  was  the  greater,  Ijecause  Hughes  was  continually 
altering  his  course  and  SufFiid's  shijis  were  of  tmeqnal  speed. 

At  length,  at  2  p.m.,  l»»  in^'  then  twenty-live  miles  south-east  of 
the  port,  the  French  drew  near  enough  to  bear  down.  That  this 
movement  might  be  carried  out  with  precision,  and  aU  the  vessels 
come  into  action  together,  Suffren  caused  his  fleet  to  haul  to  the 
wind,  on  the  starboard  tack,  to  rectify  the  order.  Thia  also  being 
done  po(vly  and  riowly,  he  lost  patience;  and  at  8.80,  to  spur  on 
the  laggard  ships,  he  gave  die  .signal  to  attack,  apeeifying  pistol- 
range  (A).  Even  this  not  sufficing  to  fetch  tlie  delinquents  promptly 
into  line  with  the  fl;ii:^-ship,  the  latter  fired  a  <^nn  to  enforce  ol)odi- 
enee.  Her  own  side  l)eini;  still  turned  lowanls  the  IJritish,  as  she 
waited,  the  report  wsis  tiiken  by  the  nieii  lielow  to  l>e  the  signal 
for  opening  lire,  and  her  whole  Inoadside  was  discharged.  This 
example  was  foUowed  by  the  odier  diips,  so  that  the  exigagement, 
uiBtead  of  being  close,  was  begun  at  half  cannon-diot. . 

Owing  to  his  measured  and  delibetate  retreat^  Hughes  had  his 
fleet  now  in  thoroughly  good  shape,  well  aligned  and  closed-up.  The 
French,  starting  from  a  poor  formation  to  jierform  a  difficult  evolu- 
tion, under  fire,  engaged  in  utter  disorder  (R).  Seven  ship,  rfMind- 
ing-to  too  soon  and  fore -reach iiisj;,  formed  a  confused  group,  much  to 
windward  aud  somewhat  ahead  of  the  enemy's  van.  Imperfectly 
deployed,  their  lire  could  not  be  adequately  developed.    In  the 
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rear  a  somewhat  similar  condition  existed.  Suffren,  expecting  the 
bulk  of  his  lino  to  fight  the  Ijiitish  to  windward,  had  directed 
the  Vcngenr,  64,  and  thf^  ''"nsoluiitc,  'M>,  to  double  to  leewsml  on  the 
extreme  rear;  but  they,  linding  tiutt  tlie  weather  sidus  c^f  tlie  I'neniy 
were  not  occupied,  feaml  to  go  to  leeward,  It^fc  Ur y  should  be  cut 
oil.  They  attacked  tlie  rear  British  ship,  tlie  U'aixcski^  Captaiu 
dtarloi  Wood,  to  widwsidi  bat  the  Monmouth^  64,  Captain  James 
Alms  (1),  dropping  down  to  her  support)  and  the  Vmgewr  catehing 


durmeN  and  Huohc*. 
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fire  in  the  mrzr-en  top,  they  were  compelled  to  haul  off.  Only  Suffren 'a 
own  sliip,  tlie  Heros^  74  (a),  uud  her  next  astern,  the  Illu.sl,e,  74, 
came  at  once  to  close  action  with  the  British  centre ;  but  subfiequeutly 
the  Aj€t9:y  64,  succeeding  in  clearing  henelf  from  die  snarl  in 
the  leari  took  station  ahead  of  the  Hiro9*  Upon  these  three  fell  the 
hrunt  of  the  light.  They  not  only  received  the  hcoadsides  of  the 
ships  immediately  opposed  to  them,  but,  tlic  Avind  having  now  bec(»ne 
light  yet  free,  the  British  veaseh»  ahead  and  astern,  by  luffing  or 
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keepiiij^  off,  played  also  upon  them.  "The  enemy  formed  a  semi- 
circle uround  us,"  wnite  Suttren's  cliief  of  staff,  "ami  mked  us  ahead 
and  astern,  ius  the  ship  came  up  and  fell  off  with  tbi;  lielm  to  lee- 
ward.*' The  two  scvouty-fours  were  crushed  under  this  lire  Botli 
lost  their  miin  and  mizzen  msBts  in  the  conise  of  the  day,  and  the 
foretopmaat  of  the  flagship  alec  felL  The  arriving  later,  and 
probably  drawing  leas  attention,  had  only  a  topmast  ehot  away. 

The  Britiah  total  of  killed  and  wounded  was  veiy  ev^y  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  fleet.  Only  tiie  rear  ship  lost  an  important 
spir,  —  the  main  topmast.  It  was  upon  her,  as  already  mentioned, 
and  uiMjn  the  two  leading  ships,  the  Exeter  and  that  fell  the 
heaviest  firf,  proportiuuately,  of  the  French.  From  the  [xjsitiou  of 
the  seven  van  sships  of  the  latter,  such  fire  as  they  could  make  must 
needs  be  upon  the  extreme  British  van,  and  the  Excier  was  forced  to 
leave  the  line.  The  loss  of  the  French  diat  day  was  82  killed  and 
2d5  wounded;  of  which  64  killed  and  178  wounded  belonged  to  the 
Hiro*^  nivxtrt,  and  Jjax,  The  British  had  61  killed  and  283 
wounded;  the  greatest  number  of  casualties  in  one  ship  being  56. 
Singularly  enough,  in  such  a  small  list  of  deaths,  three  were  com- 
manding officers:  rai)t;uiis  James  AVatt,  of  the  Sidtan,  Charles 
Wood  of  the  Worcesicrt  and  the  Hon.  Thomas  Charles  Lumley  of  the 

At  5.30  P.M.  the  wind  shifted  suddenly  from  souUi-west  to  east- 
south-east  (C).  The  British  wore  together,  formed  on  Hie  other  taek, 
and  continued  the  fight.  It  was  during  this  final  aet,  and  at  6  p.m., 
that  the  mainmast  ol  the  French  fiiagahip  came  down.  The  van 
ships  of  the  French  had  towed  their  heads  round  with  boata  before 
4,  in  order  to  come  to  the  support  of  the  centre,  in  obetliencc  to  a 
signal  from  Suflfren ;  but  the  light  airs  and  calms  had  retanled  them. 
"With  the  shift  they  n]>]>n>a(  ]ifd.  and  passed  in  column  between  their 
crippled  vessels  and  the  enemy.  This  manccuvre,  and  the  failure  of 
daylight,  brought  the  hittle  to  an  end.  According  to  Hughes's 
report,  several  of  his  fleet  "were  making  much  water  from  shot-holes 
Bo  very  low  down  in  the  bottom  as  not  to  be  oome  at  to  be  effectually 
stopped}  and  the  whole  had  suffered  severely  in  their  masts  and 
rigging.*'  Trincomale  being  in  the  enemy *s  possessiim*  and  the  east 
coast  of  Ceylon  an  unsafe  anchorage  now,  at  the  c  hange  of  the 
monsoon,  he  felt  compelled  to  return  to  Maflras,  where  he  anchored 
on  the  ^Hh  of  the  month.  Suflfren  regained  Trincomale  on  the  7th 
of  September,  but  the  OtUnt,  74,  running  ashore  at  the  entrance 
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:tn«l  W-'n\\;  Imt,  he  lemtuned  outside  until  the  17th,  saving  niftterial 

from  ihe  wreck. 

The  break-up  of  the  south-west  inouaioun,  then  at  haml,  i«  apt  in 
be  acconipauied  by  violeut  hiinicaneis,  aud  is  succeeded  by  tlie  inji  ili- 
east  monsocm,  during  which  the  east  ooaat,  of  the  peninsula  and  of 
Cejlon,  is  a  lee  shore,  with  heavy  surf.  Naval  opeiations,  there- 
fore, were  susp^ded  for  the  winter.  During  that  season  Trinoomale 
is  the  only  secure  port  Deprived  of  it,  Hughes  determined  to 
go  to  Bombay,  and  for  that  purpose  left  Madras  on  tlie  17th  of 
Octoljer.  Four  days  later  n.  rrinforrrmput  of  five  ships  of  the  line 
arrived  from  Enghuid,  un«lor  Commodore  .Sir  Richard  Rickennn.  Bart., 
who  foUowed  the  f'omnisinder-in-Chicf  at  dncc  to  the  \v<  st  cuast.  In 
the  course  of  Dect-mUir  the  entire  liritish  force  Wius  united  at  iiomiKiy. 

In  Trincomale  Su£Fren  had  a  good  anchorage;  but  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  its  resources,  with  other  nulitaiy  considerations,  decided 
him  to  winter  at  Acheen,  at  the  west  end  of  Sumatia.  He  arrived 
there  on  the  2nd  of  November,  having  first  paid  a  visit  to  Cuddalore, 
where  the  II  tzar  re,  04,  was  wrecked  by  carelessness.  On  the  20th  of 
Decemlier  ho  left  Acheen  for  the  C'oromandel  coast,  having  shortenetl 
Ids  st<iy  to  the  east  w  aul  for  rpasnns  of  policy.  On  the  Sth  ot 
January,  1783,  he  was  otT  (iaiijant,  uu  thu  Orissa  coast,  and  the!K-«» 
reached  IVincomale  again  on  llie  23rd  of  Februaiy.  Tliere  he  was 
joined  on  the  10th  of  March  by  three  ships  of  the  line  from  Europe:  2 
seventy-fouis  and  1  sixty-four.  Under  their  convoy  came  General  de 
Bussy,  with  2,500  troops,  who  were  at  once  dispatched  to  Cuddalore. 

On  the  10th  of  April  Vice-Adniiral  Hughes,  returning  from 
Bombay,  passed  Trincomale  on  the  way  to  Madi-as.  The  various 
maritime  occurrences  since  the  battle  <»f  Septendxjr  Brd  had  reversed 
the  navnl  odds,  and  Hughes  now  had  eighteen  .ships  of  the  line,  one 
tit"  wliicli  was  HU  eighty,  opposed  to  fifteen  under  Suft'ren.  Another 
important  event  in  the  atVairs  ol  Jn«iiit  Wiis  the  deiith  of  llyder  Ali, 
on  the  7th  of  December,  1782.  Although  his  (Kilicy  was  continued 
by  his  son,  the  blow  to  the  French  vras  serious.  Under  at]  the  con- 
ditions, the  British  authorities  were  emboldened  to  attempt  the 
reduction  of  Cuddalore.  The  army  destined  to  this  enterprise 
marched  from  ^Madras,  passed  round  Cuddalore,  and  encamped  south 
of  it  by  the  shore.  The  suj)])ly-slups  and  lighter  cniisers  anchored 
near,  while  tlie  fleet  rniised  to  the  southward,  where,  being  ti>  \\  ind- 
ward,  till  till'  smiili-wt  st  iti«>u.>i<»on  had  then  set  in,  it  covei"ed  the 
operations  again.st  disiurlxmee  fiom  tlie  .st'ii. 
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Towards  tlie  l>cginning  of  Jniie  thp  investment  of  the  place  was 
complete  by  land  and  by  water.  Int<  lIiL,'cii(  ("  of  this  state  of  things 
was  brought  on  the  lOtJi  ot  June  to  butiren,  who  by  Hussy's  diifc- 
tion  was  kuex)iug  his  inferior  fleet  In  Trincomale  until  its  services 
ahottld  be  absolutely  iudi8X)en8able.  Immediately  upon  xeceiving 
Che  neura  he  left  port,  and  on  <lie  13th  sighted  the  British  fleet,  then 
at  anchor  off  Porto  Novo,  a  little  south  of  Cuddalore.  Ut>on  his 
approach  Hughes  moved  off,  aud  anchored  agiiin  five  miles  from  the 
Ijcsieged  place.  For  the  next  two  days  tht^'  French  were  baffled  by 
thp  winclw;  but  on  the  17th,  the  smitli-w ist  monsoon  resumed,  and 
SuiVii'ii  ai^aiii  drew  near.  The  Hriti^ll  c-Admiml,  not  caring  lo 
accept  action  ai  anchor,  got  under  way,  and  from  that  time  till  the 
20th  remained  outside,  trying  to  obtain  the  weather-gage,  in  which 
he  was  frustrated  by  the  variableness  of  the  winds.  Meanwhile 
Suffien  had  anchored  near  the  town,  communicated  with  the  general, 
and,  being  veiy  short  of  men  at  the  guns,  bad  embarked  1,200  troops 
for  his  expected  battle;  for  it  was  evident  ^t  the  issue  of  the  siege 
Would  turn  tipon  the  control  of  the  sea.  On  the  18th  he  weiglied 
again,  and  the  two  fit  ctn  maiin  uvred  for  the  advantage,  with  light 
balllinir  airs,  the  Briiish  furtinst  t'mni  shore. 

Un  the  20th  ol  June,  t!ie  wind  iioliiing  at  west  with  unexpected 
constancy,  Hughes  decided  to  accept  the  attack  which  Suffren  evi- 
dently intended.  The  latter,  being  distinctly  inferior  in  foree,  — fif- 
teen  to  eighteen,  —  contemplated  probably  an  action  that  should  be 
decisive  only  as  regarded  the  £ate  of  Cnddalore;  that  is,  one  which, 
while  not  resulting  in  the  capture  or  dcKtniction  of  ships,  should  i 
compel  his  opponent  to  leave  tlie  neighljourhood  to  repair  damages. 
Tlie  British  formed  V\w  on  the  \iOvi  tack,  heading  to  the  iioithwaitl. 
Suffn  ii  rari'^n'd  his  ih-t  t  in  the  same  manner,  ijarallel  to  the  eiu  niy,  ' 
and  vv»ui  c.ucful  to  i»ee  the  order  exact  before  bearing  down.  ^  Wlieu 
the  siguid  to  attack  was  given,  the  French  kept  away  together,  and 
bronght-to  again  en  the  weather  beam  of  the  British,  just  witfiin 
point-blank  range.  The  action  lasted  from  shortiy  after  4  p.m.  to 
nearly  7,  and  was  general  throughont  both  lines;  but,  as  always 
e\;>(  l  ienced,  the  reaxB  were  leas  engaged  than  tiie  centres  and  vans. 
No  ship  w;w  fciken;  no  very  imporUmt  sjmrs  seem  to  liave  been  shot 
away.  The  loss  of  the  Rrifish  w:is  99  killed,  434  wounded;  of  the 
Frcncli,  102  killed,  Hsr,  wnmidt  d. 

As  tlie  shipn'  heads  \m  re  noi  th,  the  comse  of  tiie  action  carried 

'  8ee  note  on  niixt  page. 
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tliein  ill  that  direction.  Suffren  anchorcnl  lu  xt  morning  twt  nt v-live 
null's  nortli  of  Cuddalore.  Tliore  he  was  sigliieii  on  tlie  -2ud  by 
Hughes,  who  had  xemaiued  lying-to  the  day  after  the  light.  The 
BlitiBfa  >^ae-Adimral  reported  several  ships  much  disabled,  a  great 
number  of  his  men  — 1,1^1  — down  ivith  scurry,  and  the  water  of  the 
fleet  v«(y  short  He  tiier^oie  tiiougbt  it  necessary  to  go  to  Mtulms, 
where  he  anchored  on  tlie  2oth.  Suffii  n  i.  i^aiiu  d  ('uddalore  on  tlie 
afternoon  of  the  23rd.  HiK  return  and  Jiuglie.-^  s  departuix*  com- 
pletely' changed  the  niilitarj'  situation.  Tlio  supply-sliiiis.  n\Km 
wliich  the  Jiritish  scheme  of  npemtions  (Icjit  iHliM].  liad  Ik  ch  forced 
to  take  flight  when  Sufll'i-en  lirst  appitiaclied,  and  of  coui-se  couitl  not 
come  back  now.  My  mind  is  on  the  rack  without  a  moment's  test 
since  tiie  departure  of  the  fleet,"  wrote  the  commanding  general  on  the 
25tfa,  **  considering  the  oharacter  of  M.  de  Suffren,  and  the  infinite  su* 
periority  on  the  part  of  tiie  French  now  that  we  ate  left  to  ourselves.** 
The  battle  of  June  20th,  1783,  off  Cuddalore,  was  the  last  of  the 
maritime  war  of  1778.   It  was  fought,  actually,  ezacUy  five  montlis 
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after  the  preliminaries  of  peace  liad  Iwen  signed.*  Although  the  rela- 
tive force  of  the  two  fleets  ivnuiined  unchanged,  it  was  a  French  vic- 
tory, botli  tactically  ami  strat^'gically :  tactically,  localise  the  inferior 
fleet  held  its  ground,  and  renmint'<l  in  passession  of  the  field:  strate- 
gically, because  it  decided  the  object  immediately  at  stake,  the  fate 
of  Cuddalore,  and  with  it,  njomenfairily  at  least,  tlxe  issue  of  the 
eamiwigu.  It  was,  however,  the  triumph  of  one  commander-in-chief 
over  another;  of  the  greatt;r  man  over  the  lesser.  Hughes's  reasons 
for  quitting  the  field  involve  the  admission  of  his  opponent's  greater 
skill.  "Short  of  water,"  —  with  eighteen  shijw  to  fifteen  that  should 
not  have  liap|)ened ;  "  injury  to  spai"s, "  —  that  resulted  from  the  action ; 
'*  1,121  men  short,"'  —  Suffren  had  endxirked  just  that  number — 1,200 
—  l^ecause  Hughes  let  him  conununicate  with  the  port  without  fight- 
ing. This  is  not  the  place,  nor  is  there  room,  for  enlargement  upon 
the  merits  of  Suflren ;  u^MjU  the  difliculties  he  surmounted,  and  the 
genius  he  showed.  He  was  a  great  sea-captain,  Hughes  was  not; 
and  with  poorer  instiuments,  both  in  men  and  ships,  tlie  former  over- 
came the  latter. 

On  the  20th  of  June  a  British  frigate,  the  Mcdea^  hearing  a  flag  of 
truce,  reached  Cuddaloie.  She  brought  well-.iuthenticated  intelli- 
gence of  the  conclusion  of  jwace;  and  hostilities  ceased  by  common 
consent. 

>  January  20,  1783. 
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rin_'ton  aii<l  d'ENtniii'^.  i:tl.  4:'.'-' :  Hyntn 
ami  d'Kstain<j,  olf  (iienada,  4:il-  l  li> : 
U<KlueyV  action  ot)  St.  X'iin  eiit,  44'.>,  4,">0 
l{ii«.lrieyV  relief  of  Giliraittir,  lii;  l.'odiiey 
and  de  (iuichen,  4.'>."i-  t'i.S  :  Itixltiey  :it)d 
de  (.niic  iieii  a'/aiti.  4'i.i-  Hi>i  and  4i.ii-  IdS  ; 
CornwalliM  and  La  Moiie-i'icipnt,  47-'>. 
174 ;  CornwalliN  and  de  Ternay,  471- 
477  ;  cajiturc  of  St.  Eustaliii,  eli  .,  4 SO. 
ISl  ;  HimkI  an<l  de  Gra-ise,  4>- J  1>S  : 
Arbutluiot  ami  do  'rouciic*.  4s'.t-4'.t:{ ., 
(f raves  and  de  Grai^se,  -Mt.'i -.'■>)•'  ■  Itaitle 
of  the  l)i>L"-'ei>l)nnk,  'nl  I  I'.t  ;  Keni]it'n- 
iVIt  and  .ie  (  Juiehen,  Hm-kI  and 

de  GrasM'  at  St.  Kills,  '.li^-.'.lfi :  IJudney 
und  do  Grahhc,  Ajiril  Mlh,  17h_'.  .")'_'0- 
■'>'J4  ;  April  ll'tli,  178J.  .^t::^,^!^ ;  HoweV 
relief  of  Gibraltar.  54i>-."i4d:  Vern  >n  and 
'I  ronjoly,  "i4d :  Johnstone  and  Snffren, 
't4>')-'>41);  Uuyhejt  and  Sulfren,  i>\\'  Sadra«, 
■S.">< >-.'>■'>•.?  •  Hughes  and  Suffren,  i>if  Pro- 
viiiien,  :'>■'»--•'>■"< 4 ;  ILiiilieh  and  Sulfren, 
iifl'  Neuajvitani,  ;">">.'>- ■'i.'i7  :  Hujlio  and 
Sulfren,  otf  Trinconiale,  .'>.'i7-.V;t>;  ||ut;lieh 
.■uid  Sulfren,  oif  Cuddalore,  '><>•-'  ."'>t 
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Actionnuire,  415.  45<^.  iiU 
Ariir,,  212       30H,  1173,  374,  494^  4!t'). 
r)4G  a, 

Atinuifl,  GeorKC,  ^ 

A<i:unK,       sliiiibuikler,  12 

A<laiiin,  Captain  Sir  riioiiia*,  Bart,,  23^ 

A'iaiiih,  Captain  William  (1),  Lll  lii 

Aiiaiiih.  Captain  William  (^),  21ia  208. 

liiai  n.,  2311 
Adniinii<tnttion  of  the  Navy,  1^  Sliii 
Adiuir/uiJ  De  Iluijtrr,  ;'i<).'>  n. 
Admintai  Genii-tial,  Mrt  n, 
Adinimal  Piel  fJiijn,  riO'i 
A.iniiraU,  19,  2li 

Ad  mi  nil*  of  the  Flwt,  19,  311  and  2^11 

,\dniiraltyV  attempt  to  intiict  punishment 
irre»t|)cctive  of  the  sentouce  of  a  court- 
martial,  :i50.  .y>i 

Admiralty  Boanl,  L  =»  2» 

Adniiriilty  BuiidinfiK,  2 

Ailmiralty,  Court  of,  350 

AdtiiiniUvV  jiolitenesh  to  La  Peroutte,  iiii2 

Adteiduiv,  8.  2ai      293,  31L  lilil 

Adrin  ,       88i  Lii 

.f.Wu^  2aa  and      30L  Slli 

.  tV/ia  or  Etna,  Ili      212      215.  231  ik. 

A(He<k,  Rear-A<Jndml  Sir  K^hnund,  Bart.. 

231  m^  3liii  iia  11!2  iLIi  Ua  a2ii  alil 
Aftiet k,  Admiral  Philip,  212      225,  iM 

5<i~ 

Affleck.  Captain  William  (lY  431,  IM  n. 
.J/fiW»,  Iln^  72i  mn^iao,  314.  315. 
5ri3  n, 

Africa  C<^)mi)any,  'i"ho  Boyal,  2CQ 
Affniiirnnion,  5i>'.<  u..  52U  u. 
Aijnihi,  3ii  311 

.Vguirrp,  Captain  Don  Pablo  Augu)<tin  de, 

2U14 
Ai'/U,  MA. 

Ai'jntU',  2ia      3L!£1  n.,  301 

Ai«uillon,  Due  d',  195,  lllli 

Aiken,  Captain,  (IttiiiMan  Navy),  311 

Aimallff 

Aiitlaliie,  John,  3 

Aix.  Ible  d',  124.  12G.  171.  172.  190.  191.  I 

23li  j 
Aix-la-Chai«lle,  Treaty  of,  29,          13Sj  | 

Conf^rcBn  (if,  1 30 
Ajaccio,  273. 311  1 
.  ljuj  ,  2iil  n^  lii2  n^,  liil      50i  ik,  iil3  11^,  | 

'■•'<  >  u,,  firrf)  u..  555.  559.  5<K>.  5ti3  u,  j 
Alar  III,  14^  221  n^  2111  u„  211  and  il»  | 

315  (2),_  330.  520  u.  | 
Alns(ii4',  a^i  I 
Albany.  New  York,  360,  370,  3S9.  391j  2113  ' 
Allxiii'ij,  31L  313,  31b 
Albeiimrlt,  531 

.MU'niiirle,  General  George,  Karl  of,  23H. 

2l<j.  248.  249 
Alljeroid.  Cardinal,  3^  33  : 
Alliert,  Marqui*  d',  !H>^  '--87  and  n.  | 


Aibion,  aaa  n^  434j  453.  4M  n^  4.59 
Akidi',  IIL  li2i  2Qfi  n^  209^  220  11^  22ii  ik, 
212      215  iL..  2III  IK.  25(1.  289j  312.  313. 

.4  Won,  9(i,  123  lu.  295,  2!i7.  312 

Akion,  afi 

Aldborough,  234  n. 

Alderele,  Capuin  Don  (Jabriel,  31 

Alderney,  GO,  62  ii^  Hi  n^  10.-<.  223  n- 

Ahrlo,  336 

Alert,  415,  SQj      220  u. 
Alexander,  282,  iifili  IL 
Alexandcr,  «hipbuilder,  12 
Alfzaudrr,  415 

J//V«f,  ia2     ISI  u^  512,  513 

52Lfi31 
Algecira»,  29^  448.  540,  511 
Alf^ier  or  Algicnt,  2liti 
Alicant,  51 

Allen,  Captain  Kdwanl,  <iO.  27G.  3111 

Allen,  Ethau,  35a 

.\llen,  E.,  Bhipbuilder,  12,  3:1.5 

Allen,  J.,  shipbuilder,  12 

.\llen,  Lieutenant  James,  31 1 

Allen,  Admiral  John  Carter,  18}<,  233 
212  n..  415.  5fil 

Alliance:  with  Husttia,  Deiunark,  atii 
Ilolland.  2fi;  with  France  ai.d  the 
Empire.  29j  with  France,  the  Etnpirr, 
and  Holland,  29j  with  France  and 
Pruiuiia,  12;  with  Denmark.  13:  with 
Spain,  France,  and  ilolland,  lii ;  with 
Holland,  Austrift,  Saxony,  and  Sirdiuia. 
Silli.:  of  France  with  Pnissia,  lleti.Hen. 
and  the  Pfalz,  hH  ik;  of  France  with 
Spain,  89»  23a  ;  with  Portugal,  238 ;  l)e- 
tween  America  and  the  Bourbou  kiua- 
dunis,  354.  3G8.  3^,8,  aill ;  of  France  and 
Spain,  443.  ill 

AlUanceK,  Disadvantages  of,  10 

A II  in,  Jo««|  h,  3 

Al  niB,  Captain  Jamet*  ( 1 ),  242  n.,  -48  lu, 

247.  54(i  n..  550  n^  5.'»"  n..  iiali 
Alvario,  Captain  Don  < '..  liQ 
Alvcrera,  Capt.iin  Don  Francisco,  31 
Amamnthe,  223  and  n^  23ll  u. 
Amazon,  2111  u..  2i<3  n^  284,  312 
Amblimont,  Captain  d".  121 11^.  415 
Amlwy,  New  Jersey,  ZUli 
Ambrose,  Captain  John,  96,  104 
Amhu»mde,  125  il.  212  n^  25L  22fi 
America:  »er  aho  North  America,  rtc,  310 
America,  96^  98.  212  and  n^  213^  211^  215. 

222  n..  224.  22.5.  2ia  n..  211  n..  315.  415. 

lil2UalllIiKiQl3!Li52Q!L.5a2 
American  Colonies  14,  68,.  109,  113-ll."t. 

116.  117.  16G-1G9.  243.  2G2.  331.  3il 

tl  Srq. 

American  Indians  ML  115,  139,  22G.  Slid 
AmiUhtfti,  3113 

Amherst,  Admiral  John,  148  n..  2<V)  n^ 
3rL51ifi 

Amherst,  Fidd-Marshnl  Jeffrey,  Lord  .\m- 
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}ien.t,  182,  183,  1^  20^  205.  208,  210^ 

226.  22a 
Aini>hion,  415 
Amphilritr,  335.  friVi  n. 
Anchor*,  ii 

Aiiilrt'WH,  Captain  Thoiiuut  (2),  12il 

m    141.  lai 

Aiuln>,  Port,  2ai 
Aitdromachr,  n. 
.lnjri)m<ii/tu;  4  If) 
Andromeda,  115.  4">4  n..  471)  n. 
.  li)»,'(/ion«-,  313 

Cft|>tnin  Hcnrj-,  223      2i2  n. 
Au'jUseif,  57j  27H,  .311 
Anuria,  Tiilagt*,  143.  144 
Ans;iiilla,  im 
An„<i,  310,  ii2£) 
Annnnmlxxf,  llilL 
Aniiai>.>liB  Hoval,  IM 
AuM  Oallri/.'SI,  110,  IW^  273,  llJi 

4^2,  453,  473^  474,        n..  547. 

548.  54 1).  ujli  ii„  5ft;^  a. 
Ahhoii,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  George,  Ix)rii, 

2,  20.  52,  KM,  124,  12a  and  126. 

12fi      1211,  1!>2,  l»2i  2^  2iL  20L  2B1, 

•jh:;.  -.Mill.  312.  32<'>-324.  aiia 

AnhU,l>f,  155.  156.  180,  22ii  n..  250,  251. 

2it5.312.m 
Antilles  1  -'3 
Antitouti,  358 

Antisrua,  22.  23,  ai      85,  203,  347.  42L 

4l'8.  42'J.  47!'.  486.  4!t4.  511,  518,  alii 
Atitii/uft,  2111 212  U. 
Antilles:  f-t  Wi-ht  Imiies 
Anlin,  A<lmiral  the  Marquis  d',  58,  63. 

Ql  n^6i  2I:i 
Antonio,  (,'aptain  Don  J.,  247  ii» 
AntrobuM,  Captain  Charles,  223      2M  n. 
Anville,  Due  d',  HI 
Apliii,  Admiral  Peter,  llifi  il 
A/x.llo,  m  n^  311.  4M  n..  407. 103 
Aj-jllon,  12a  ond  lu.  183,  278,  280,  311. 

313.  Qua  u- 
Ajiprenlicing  ^eainen's  children,  342 
Apraxine,  General- Admiral,  13 
Apret,  Ca]  tain  d",  HI  n^  Hli 
A'juUon,  !KJ,  221  n..  2aa  IL.  244.  245,  252, 

271,  21IL  2115.  312 
A')uil6»,  247  n..  31a 

Arhuthnot,  Aiiniiral  Marriot  (originally 
ilarriott),  21H  ih.  21fi  IL.  248,  250,  327, 
401  440,  46i>,  470,  471.  472,  WJ- 
4'j3,  4'J4.  502.  aliti 

An  i  n  Vid,  2!»3.  312 

Archantel,  Captain  de  r,lla 

Arcf.t,  1121 

Arctic,  The,  318-320.  'ML 

Ard,:ut,  Qi      283.  312.  400,  IM  444. 

li)2fla  ii31 
Ardesoif,  Ca]>tain  John  Plummer,  IHI 11. 
Ardhxua,  31)7.  412,  415,  aOil  il 
Ar-  thitst,  302,  -1113 


Argo,  223  il»  239.  211  and  n..  303,  5Qa  a. 

Argonaut,  3.35 

Argonaulr,  56.3  a. 

Argotc,  Captain  Don  D.,  211  n. 

ArgyU,  31.  35.  3fi 

Ariltdne,  335,  430,  431,  131 

Ari^a,  Gulf  of  r,  3Ji 

Amie.1  Neutrality,  The,  IIH 

Armed  ohipn,  330,  3!t2,  alii  n» 

Amiourern,  312 

Arnold,  General   Benc«lict,  354-369.  370. 

385.  38'»,  472.  473.  488.  489. 133 
Arrinagi),  CajUain  Don  Antonio,  31 
Arrogant,  5'jO  n. 
ArrowB,  Poinoned,  266 
Arsic,  Fort  d',  235.  23fi 
Arf^ii-n,  415.  546  n.,  550  n.,  .56.3 
Articles  of^'ar,  The,  II  and  lu.  129.  137, 

157  and  n* 
Arloit,  505 

A»in,  211  n^  315.  513  h. 
Assrndel/t,  111 
AsHicnto  Treaty,  The,  2fi2 
AHButanrr,  86,' 87,  139,  273.  3QQ 
Attrcea,  al  n..  Ill  n,.  310.  311 
ABtronomer  Koyal,  The,  33ti 
Atunriun,  21ii  and  U. 
AUilnnUi,  3a2 

Atalante,  96.  'J^L  290.  30Qn..  313 

Atkinf,  Captain  Christopher,  313 

Atkins,  Satnuel,  'i. 

Atkins,  Captain  Samuel,  31 

Aulieutou,  Captain  d',  11a 

Aubigny,  Vice- Admiral  d",  125  n^  126. 145. 

Audncifux,  312 

Au.iierno  B»v,  295,  299. 313 

A'tgusta,  76,  liia  and      278,  335  (2),  343. 

391,3112 
Auguste,  21  and  n^  282.  310.  312 
Aujjustus  II.,  Elector  of  Saxony  and  King 

of  Poland,  111 
Aurora,  8.  12.  221  ik,  131 
Aurore,  ti 

Austria:  (see  also  Empire,  The);  123.  124. 
l!»n 

AuverRnc,  Prince  de  Bouillon,  Vice-Admiral 

Philip  d',  alii  u. 
A  very,  Daniel,  15 
Avery,  the  buccaneer,  2aii 
Aylmer,  Admiral  John  (1).  520  n. 
Ayluier,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Matthew, 

Lord,  112  n- 
Azores,  The,  285.  443 

lUfUftr,  16,  223 IL 

Bahama,  Old  Strait  of,  247.  312.  liifi  and  n. 
Bahamaj',  The,  266,  311,  Hill 
Baillie,  Captain  Thomas  (1).  212  n..  293. 
311 

Baird.  Mr.  Henry  Carey,  of  Philadelphia 
I     cited,  333  ii» 

I  Baird.  Captain  Patrick,  IM  n^  2ia  u. 
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BairJ,  Cuptaio  Sir  William,  Biirt.,  litH  u. 
Baker,  Ca|ttaiii  Jainef),  211.  212 IL 
Baker,  Yitc-Adiniral  Ju]in,  '258 
Balcheii,  Ailmiral  Sir  John,  81.  40.  fi3.  >io. 

aa      1)1,  lOTj  liiii  aud      2G7,  284,  lUi} 
Baleiht,  224,  ;iia 

Balfour,  Captain  George,  184.  185.  2iiii  ILi 

34G  ami  lu,  lilJii  iij,  4"8'.».  ii2ii  il 
Ballasore,  liiii 

Baltic-,  'I'he,  2<;.  27,  28^      40-43.  IL  l^M, 

257.  310.  478,504, 
Dallimiin,  113,  2ii!i  2a2 
Baiica,  Strait  of,  lL!ij 

Banki>,  or  Baiicks,  Captain  Frauds  (1), 

242      24(i      385.  Ml 
Bar,  New  York,  401  ami  il 
Baradern,  The,  Oij,  71. 12 
liarl.jwlos,  201.233.  242,  245.  338.  427.  428. 

42'.*.  4Mi,  4GH.  478.  47'.l.  487.  48f,  502, 

5U>.  51'.*.  520.  aiil 
liurUidos,  212  m,  2ili      llli  IL 
Barbarat,  Ki  vi?  of,  Ji8 
Biirliary,  C»  a^*t  of,  211,  257,  25*5.  iiii 
Barbor,  Captaiti  KoWrt,  520  ii, 
Barbiuia,  311,  4(^8,  iiii 
Barceli'ua,  32,  Cti,  Q7,  1 55 
Barrhiy,  Captain  Sir  James,  Bart.,  40()  il 
/larflrur,  12,  34,  35,  3<i,  lt<>,  1*7,  llii  ami  m, 

171.  172.  335.  343.  1^2  m,  llll  n^j  Jiia 

ami  lu,  514,  5H;.  517.  5211  i^,  52L  520. 

5.31).  .532.  534.  jjiiii 
Barliain,  Lord :  «f*  Xliddleton,  Admiral  Sir 

Ciiarlcfi 

Barker,   IJear-Adudr.il  John  (1),  212  ii.. 

2111  m,  2ili  Ha  ^ 

Barkley,  Captain  An-  rew,  513  n.,  51.0  n. 

Barlow,  the  iiavii;ator,  318 

Bamani,  Hhiplmilder.  12 

Banift,  Captain  (Jurtih,  81^  82,  JU,  105,  loj, 

It^l'.  1  li'.  270.  271 
Bamsley,  Captain  Henry,  liili  .and  n^  211 
BarraljiLH  Point .  ili£i 
Harradell,  Ca]>tain  Bhxmitield,  l'-5  u. 
Barraiili,  M.  de,  iKJ,  111 
Barra*.  Coninioiiore  de,  4tt2^  4!^  41M},  iOl 
Barre,  isaao,  :'»2(i 
Barre,  ilajor,  228 
Barrel  I u,  C  aptain  lK»n,  Llau, 
Barrida,  Ca|  tain  Don  15.  de  La,  liS 
Barrinmon,  Major-General  Hon.  John,  20.3 
Barrinuton,  Adndral  Hon.  Siiniuel,  13i(  n., 

2112  IK,  2111,  liiil  lu,  23<>,  284,  2!il|,  301, 
427-433.  434,  43t>,  437,  440,  477,  iLiiii 
521.  538,  i>3l)7.5titi 

Barrin>;ton,  William  Wildmau,  Viscount. 

3,3::(i 

Barton.  Admiral  Matthew,  liiJj  and  n^ 
2.34  n^  235,  212  lu,  2iii  ib  '-^  !Li  'zMi 
311.  ilHi 

BaKhee  Islaudti,  318,  il2ii 

ItuDiliU;  34,  IIU  m,  132,  215  212  m, 
2iii  n^ai2 

Bahin  of  Quel-er,  207^ 


Basque  Itoad,  12^5^  19L        ^  2311,  2ii2 
Ba**e  Terre,  St.  Kittn,  510,  511,  oia  n. 
Bae^  'J'erre,  Guadeloupe,  202.  20:t 
BaKWt,  CaptMin  Christopher,  15<3.  212  u. 
Bastard,  M.P.,  Mr.,  346,  Ml 
BaKtia,  1 

Hastinientoji,  The,  43,  4ti,  III 

Batavia,  131,  201 

liatavier,  .505  a. 

Bateley,  William,  3,  3211 

Bateman,  Captain  Kathauiel,  226  n.,  434. 

IMu^liiaiL 
Bateman,  Captain  Hon.  William,  3,  4,  32£i 
Bat  i wan,  20L  2011 
BatKon,  M.,  Hhiiibuilder,  12 
Batt«ric«  I".  Shii*,  Wafhiuj:t<'nV  viewt*  on, 

Butticaloa,  1117,  554.  ;"57 


.5.34 


n.. 


Bayne,  Captain  William,  201 

l£i2n^lilImxJiliilLiii20n,L 
Bavona  Inlands,  :I02 
Bayonets,  I},  158,  183,  2112 
Baytinne,  iiliti 

Bazelv,  Admiral  John  (  IX  415.  417.  454  n. 

Uearhy  Hca.i,  Battle  oCl32 

Bejitson  quoted,  G7,  (ii»,  70,  l>5,  lOL  iii^L 

151  0,1  210,  ^  3H8,  4!)1>,  im 
Bcnuelerk,  Capta'm  Lord  Aubrey,  64,  05,  71, 

72 

Beauclerk,  Admiral  Lord  Vere,  latrr  \joti\ 
Vere,  1 

Beaufiremout-Listenois,    Commodore  the 

Prince  de,  2ia  ik,  220,  223 
Beauft'remout,  Commodore  de,  146,  MI 
lieauiieu,  12 

Beaunner,  Capt.iin  tie,  415 
Ikauneo,  Captain  de,  415 
Bcauyiort,  'itXi 

Ik'auBsier,  CommtHlore  de,  14.5.  182 

lUaver*  Prize,  47'.)  u, 

Itesivor,  Captain  Edmund,  31 1 

Bee  »le  Licvre,  Ca]>tain,  174  u.,  17'.* 

Bee-cart,  Captain,  1  '-^5  u, 

ISecher,  Coinniandcr  John,  4t  M', 

Bedford,  John,  iHike  of,  2,20 

Bttiford,  ,  Duke  of,  230,  253 

lififurd,  83n^'^t|8,21Jliii,,23iin,,  2S1. 

.305.  310.  313.  ailii      48ti,  1112  tK,lliI  lu 

iLLi  tu.  Mil  ^iiii^  yn  S31 
Belovi^re,  Captain  de  La,  127  a. 

Iti'i/on,  22V>.  234i  Q. 

Belfast,  22y,  230 

Bell,  Ciovemor,  1112 

Belleisle.  Marshal  de,  121 

lUllrinlr,  211i  Ua  515  IL 

Belle  Isle,  UO,  217, 218,  219,  234-2.36.  242. 

254.  283.  284.  311.  3LL 
Ihth  I'oule^  397,  412,  5£5  JL 
Bellingham,  William,  32ii 
IkUiqueur,  185,  186,  217,  313,  lfi2 

im     513     52ll  IL 
Ikllona,  284,  300,  307,  313,  IM  IL 
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Mlonc,  3<>i  aOL  iil^  iUL  iiiiO 

Moiuofe,  (Fort       tori:i),  lili 
IJeH'.'al,  121^  lt]Oj  Jiii  lu,  I<;i'-Ht4.  '-'01, 
Beiifial,  liay  ol',  Hill 

Bennett,   Conmianiler    Tliouia*.  Stauhoi*, 

■''  Hi  IL 

Bentinck,  Captain  .lohn  Albert,  \Mi 
Ikntihck,  Cajaam  \V.  .1.,  aQi  a. 
IVeiitley,  Viie-Aduiiral  Sir  .John,  Kt.,  4^ 
lla       L:7       1H2^  iLi  n^  215.  ili! 

311.  ;>  JG,  r,f..'> 

Bori-tti-Lauili,  MnrqiioK  <lc,  i^li,  3ii 
Ikr-en, 

lierkclt'V,  Cn|itain  (ii:«jrj;e,      *>lj  ".)•>,  2Iii 
Ik'rkelev,  Admiral  ol  the  Flwt  Jam**,  Earl 
of  {rtirlitr  Loiii  l>urtilcv  ),  'J^  3li  ami  n^ 

lirrkih  ,),  ajil 

Bcrnmda,  420^  4l^l<,  ill 

B<  rninilt'/,  Cajitain  IJon  P.,  '-47  lu 

Bertie,  Captain  Lord  'riioniaf,  1-0  n. 

Ik-rtie,  Colonel  Lord  Holwrt,  147,  1 ') t,  \'>~ 

Urrliii,  ;;>■>.').  :iLi 

lUrwirk,  -1^  u^  lil  \i^\ylj  iMij  ((S,  100.  KO. 
liill.  1K>,  lilli      202.  2Uo.  iUo.  iilQ,  4tr>. 

"tO'i  11. 

B<;lat;h,  William,  .^lli.  iila 
liothfll,  Captjiin   CLrit>toiiher  Ct'<lrinj:»on, 
221111, 

Btjverley,  ('a|>tain  TIioukih,  LLl 
Bic,  Isle,  "iili 
liiih,,  IKJ,  aiii 

Bickertou,  Uear-Adtniral  Sir  Hichard,  Bart., 
212      iili      iliiJ.  iJji.  iii2  n^  5^1.  lilil 

Uid'AfurJ,  2ji2.  .;!u2.  iiil 

i/i'.  /i  ".If'/uw*,  2^  2i^7.  aLi 

Z/<V«  »li//)'.',  iii  iii.  174  II..  ITi).  17(>.  313. 
llii 

Bi'  i.fiiis  ivt,  IHii  1^  ^  iii^  (2j, 

4 1;').  ."><  > 'i  IL 
Bii:gf*,  Viie-Adiniral  Holiert,  41.% 
Binl,       8hiiil)ijilder,  33."> 
Bi!..:av,  I5i»v  or,  Uai.  147.  232.  233,  28^!. 

2'.).').  2'.>7,'31i).  313.  4sl.  oOri.  QIM 
JJu'ivre,  21ii  ih.  2W,  30^2,  iiiiLl  n^  iilii 
"BLioklfard":       'lhat«.h,  E^hvard 
Black  IIdIc  of  Cakiitia,  Thc^ 
Biui  kfiaitltM,  3t2 

Blair  Captain  William,  UUa      434.  ailii 

5i;0  n^  ."133  a. 
Blake,  Cuiutnaiider  lVt«r,  311 
Blake,  Governor,  l'>t 

Blakeuev,  (ieneral  William,         74.  14ij. 

14H.  iaii 
Ulaiichi;  47!)  n. 
niand/urd,  'JM^  310.  311 12} 
Blaue,  Sir  (  iillKjrt,  4 .">().  ■").33.  031 
Blankett,  Hear- Admiral  John,  51ii  li. 
///(M^,  3|.  21ii  m,  2iili  and  n^  311.  i^iSi  n. 
JJIazi;  hii  lu 

Bleuac,  ComintHlorc  de,  244.  245.  24G. 
liU-uheiin,  Li 

Bligli,  Lictttennnt-Gcueral  Thomaa,  193-lii.^» 


Blockade  in  winter,  I)illkultie«<  of,  IH'J,  21ii. 
211 

Blockaiic:  (jf  Puerto  Bello,  11;  of  Cliagref, 
lil ;  <>f  Santi«;;o,  111 ;  of  Toulon  bv 
MatLewK,  84.  h'>.  89 ;  of  Carta«entt,  lUi, 
1-4 ;  of  Antibew,  L^;  of  IV.udicherrv, 
m ;  of  Brest,  14ii.  14().  170.  171.  Hfo, 
l!»i ;  of  LouislK>urt:,  115.  141.  ir.H,  172, 
Itill;  of  French  Cliannol  [Kirts,  173  ;  of 
I'artajjenn,  1  H'.>,  I'.w);  of  Toulon  by  Bos- 
cnwen,  211 ;  of  Cadiz,  215 ;  of  Brent  bv 
Ha.vke,  2lti.  223 ;  of  Duntjuerque,  223; 
of  Le  ll&vre,  llil;  of  I'ondiclicrry,  224. 
225 ;  of  (iuilxfron  Bay,  231.  232 ;  of 
Martinique,  lil^i;  of  (irenada,  244 :  of 
(,'a]<e  Franvoif*,  24t> ;  of  St.  JoIiu'h,  251 ; 
of  French  jiort.s,  252 ;  of  F»)rt  Hoval, 
iJil 

Blookmakers,  :m 

Wuudr,  2iitJ  and  xu,  231.  301.  ^ 

Bine  uniform.  Origin  of  the,  iisJ 

Boani  '<{  Longitude,  13.  .3.' is 

pHwrd  of  Ordnaut-e,  332 

Hoatjt wains  ilii  ^ 

\\kkx\  Chit■:^  Ull 

Boca  Nao,  Hiver,  248 

B<tis;;erou!t,  Captain  d'Epinai  de,  lil  a. 

Boles,  (-'ommander  John,  201  n. 

BoitHirawiii;;  machine,  •^37 

Bolt  Head,  231,  ail 

Bi'lton,  Duke  of:  s^-t  Powlett,  Admiral  Lonl 
Harry 

Boinbardment ;  of  Cartagena,  <»0,  <>1  ;  of 
Chagie*.  ♦)2j  of  Bastia,  110 :  of  Madras, 
Lil  ;  of  (;liaiidern;n;ore,  lliil ;  of  St. 
Pierre,  llOli ;  of  1^  liAvre,  lilii ;  of  Palais, 
2aii;  of  Fort  Itoval,  2111 ;  of  Moro  Cactle, 

B.jml>ay.  143.  iiil  n^         IKI.  iStT.  200. 

232.  545,  .vH 
JUitnlxii/,  1 4.3 

/IowIhii/  Ctlttif,  ."'rtO 

Boiid>s,"  12.  3i>.  33.  34.  \(\  42.  lij  n^  47.  5'.>. 
*j0.(il.<12.1iin^73j74jlliu^  n.,  Mi, 
117.  m  IL:.  mi  and  n..  172.  188.  Ilt2. 
201  n^  200.  ajli  20l.>.  2ia  and  lu.  21  li. 
2111  and  11^  235.  :iaii  n^  ULi  ILi  iili  Ilu 
2«il.  27«i.  281.  314.  330.  335.  i2li  i^. 

aiii  u. 

Bouii<art,  Couini<jilore  de,  203.  210.  211 
Ikiud,  Captain  Itolicrt,  2lili  u. 
Bonechea,  (.'a|)tain  Don  D.,  -47 
Ltondta,  Hi  IK.  bO.  201  n^  ILLii  IK.  248,  27*5. 
310 

/loiiw;  ffomiiir  liirhnrd,  2 7 'J.  2'.t8 

Bonnet,  Steile,  2<i0 

]?ooms,  »i^  72.  Tfl,  135,  .3W>.  MA 

Iiijrt\is,  185.  lili      225,  22*1.  211i  2!>8. 

Iiia(2} 
Uorie,  'Jjj.  lill 
Bornholni,  2l 

lUmraia  n,  Ulili  n^  207.  2£ill 

BoHcawcn,  Admiral  Bight   Hon,  Edward» 
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al  n.,  Til  12  2:,  la      113,  12a  ik,  126.  1 
i:«>-132.  140.  141.  144.  14r>.  H6.  171. 
172.  173,  182-leiG.  196,  210-215.  I 
222,  2257  224,        and  n^,  2011,  2<i7,  211 1 
and      289,  201  302,  30^ 

313,  iMu- 

BoRcawen,  Ucneml  Hon.  George,  lfl3  I 
Boiton,  134.  ^  I 
Boston,  Massachujtetts,  113.  185.  370.  371,  ' 

387,  409,  410,  428,  488,  iiiS 
Bo«tton.  Captain  Thoni»«,  509  n- 
Bot-Deni,  Captain  de,  415 
Bottler,  Ca])tain  Pl)ilii>,  2ili  n^  iii 
Botterell,  Captain  Johii,  212  O. 
lioufonnf,  30(i, 

Buug;ainvi]le,  Vice- Admiral  Louie  Antoine 

dc,  2l£  ami  D. 
Bouille,  MarquiH  de,  453,  463,  510 
Itoulopie,  Hi 
Jfouloifne,  30S 

Ik)uniiefl  to  Ncanien,  18,  19,  49^  140,  339, 

340.  .•!  t2  . 
liouniy,  ■•'t.'i'.l 

Bourbon,  or  Beunion,  19L  231j  232,  231 
Bourbon,  120 

Ikjurbon  aMicitancc  to  America,  354 
Bourchier,  Captain  John,  0211 IL 
Bounlonnais,  M.  ilahe  de  La,  119-122. 121 
Boiiritius,  Captain,  aOr>  n. 
Bourke,  Commanticr  William  Francis,  '-^C^  u. 
Bouvel  (2\  Commo<]ore,  130,  132.  174  and 

IK,  l7(Cllli  n^  laii  iL 
IVjuvet,  Captain  Cotnte  de,  2S3 
Bouvet^    Hcar-Adniiral    Franfois  JoBCph, 

Baron,  550 
Bow  and  quarter  line,  513.  ii3J 
Bowater,  Admiral  E<lward,  11}I  u. 
Bowdler,  Captain  Jalm,  til  n. 
Boweu,  Admiral  Gtsorge  (1),  4111  a.  513  n.. 

520  n. 

Bowyer,  Admiral  Sir  George,  Bart.,  395  n., 
434,  IM  11^459,  Ml 

Boyd,  Captain  John,  233  m,  212  u. 

Boyle,  Captain  John,  54 (i  n. 

Boyle,  Hon.  Holiert :  »tt  WalBinghaiu,  Cap- 
tain Hon.  Robert  Boyle 

Boi/ue,  G(i,  !£}  IK,  71,  72.  la  n..  lii  n..  Hi  n., 
80,  92,  im,  98^  104,  395,  42^  431,  434, 
43G,  151  n^liili 

BovH,  Captain  William,  196,  223  and  ik, 
222 

Br.iak,  Captain  A.,  505  n. 
Braam,  Captain  W.  van,  505  n. 
Bracli,  CapLiiii  de,  415 
Bradby,  Captain  .lamee  (1),  415,  509  n, 
Braddock,  Ciciicral,  139,  TH),  111 
Brand,  Captain  Ellin,  21  u. 
Brathwaite,   .-Vdiiiiral   Richard,  387,  404, 

IDS  n^  12ii  n^  IM  iKj  iiSla  JiiH 
Bravt,  510.  530,  u. 
Bray,  Captain  John,  '2(n'>  n.,  347 
Braziers,  .342 
Brazil,  50, 2li0 


Breda,  34^  35, 13  lu,  15 
Brederode,  91 

Brercton,   Captain  William,  HI  n^  177, 
llii  IK,  m  IK,  m  225,  211  and  n^  115 
Brest,  68,  89,  90,  ^96,  107,  117, 126,  12H, 
140.  142.  145.  146.  164.  Vu,  VV\  17<\ 
172.  182.  192.  195,  196,  2 Id.  21';.  -'17. 
21-' 1.         233.  235.  239.  244.  250.  252. 
2Tu,  276.  277  and  m,  283,  28L  289,  294, 
295.  299,  302.  306.  308.  30,  312,  313, 
352.  394.  396,  397.  113,  414,  433,  443, 
446.  447.  452.  469.  478.  4^2.  r,nl,  503. 
r.Ol,  50!f.  510.  519.  539.  5i!i 
Brtlii[/n';  115,  12Q 
Brett,  Captain  John,  276,  2Id 
Brett,  Admiral  Sir  Piercv  Oj.  Ku.  110. 
125  IK,  196,  223.  221  andfij,  232,  233, 
239.  252.  308.  324.  5^5 
Brett,  Timothy,  3,  3211 
Brett,  Captain  William,  231 IL 
Bricc  (later  Kingsnnll),  Robert :  King»- 

mill.  Admiral  Sir  Robert,  Bart. 
Bricklayers,  342 
Bricqueville,  Cajitain  de,  415 
Brulffemitrr,  140,  143,  IM  and  162. 

174.  258,  311 
Bridixjrt,  Lord :  $rc  Uood,  .\dmiral  Alexander 

Arthur 
Brigo,  330 

Brillant,  121,  2111  iKj  244,  550  ik,  554,  556. 

563  n. 
Brillante,  afi 

BriUumt,  8.  12.  215.  23Q  n..  3QS 
Brimstone  Hill.  St.  Kitts,  510,  512.  51ii 
Brine,  Admiral  Jaiue«,  482  n..  497  n. 
Brisbane,  Admiral  John,  40.3.  5fiii 
Brisk,  335 

Bristol,  Earl  of:  «r  Hervey,  Hon.  August Ui> 
John 

Bristol,  259.  335.  340.  563  n. 
BHstd,  76,  125  IK,  201  and  IK,  202^  372, 

373.  374.  376,  378.  379.  473,  HI 
Britannia,  .509 

British  oflicerK  in  the  Portuguese  service, 

23d  and  n. 
Brittany,  113,  118,  119, 196,  302 
Broderick  (properly   Brodrick),  Vice- Ad- 
miral Thomas,  GQ  and  ik,  73, 152  and  ik, 
I     155,  156,  170,  171,  190,  210,  211^  212 
and  IK,  214,  215,  298,  311,  Slii 
Brodie,  Captain  David,  133  ik,  135  344 
and  u. 

Bromoflge,  Captain  Hugh,  215  n. 
Brooks,  Captain  John,  545  u. 
Brown,  Captain  Charlcft,  4,  51       51,  55. 
60,  266.  267 
i  lirown,  Admiral  John,  474  u, 
Browne,  Field-Marshal  Maximilian  L'lys«c8, 

Count,  123 
Bruevs,  Vice- Admiral  Comte  de,  400  n. 
Brunr,  305,  309,  313,  311 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  3.S8 
Brunnieick,  .335 
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Br.vn«,  Captain  Honrj',  415.  454  iliJ 
Buccaneeri!.,  Gl,  12 

Burkinghim,  4ilUaO|{,!Wi,lliin,15in^ 
m      i^ii.      liSfi  ana  in,  aOQ 

Buckle,  A<lmiral  Matthew  (1^  ISli,  185. 
212  n..  215.  2m  P..  •J22.  234.  23&  and  ii.. 
28(3.  .HQS.  5fifi 

BuoklerBhard,  •t-'t5 

Ruck  nail,  J.,  shipbuilder, 

Buckner,  Admiral  CliArle*,  5'jO 

Bueno*  Ayres,  251.  2ii2 

Buifalo.  bOa  Uii  fifil  a'fl  !Li  ^ 

BunkerV  Hill,  aiM 

Biiurs,  -t-'tft 

Burchott,  JoBiah,  3,  221 

Biirf^itrl,  34,41in^55,5(i,iiln^5l»,«2, 

21H      2ai  !Li  310,  ila  Ha  aaO  aii:: 
n.,  55ti.  SCil 
Burpoyne,  Lieutenant-Genoral  John,  354, 
359.  3G0.  :m.  370.  3si).  390,  31tL  ail2- 

Burke,  Edmund,  quoted,  37 tt 
Burlingtou.  ^ 

Buniabv,  Vice-Aduiinil  Sir  William,  Bart., 

'J50.  •jtt2,  415,  iifii 
Bumaby,  Captain  Sir  Williani  Chaloner, 

Barl.i  iilli  il 
Burnett,  Capt«iu  Thouian,  201     202. 221  ru. 

2i2  IL,  211i  Hi,  312,  ill2  Sii  ii2ii  ii- 
Burrish,  Capluiu  George,  1<'3 
Bumledon,  liiia 

Buri>leni,  Captain  FrauciK,  u. 
Burton,  Richard,  3. 
Bury,  Captain  Thoina«  Q)i 
BufM*, 187 

Buw*y,  General  de,  5(>1.  iifii 
Bu»n,  5t  )5  IL. 

Butchart,  Captain  JoliP.  131 
But-jer,  ( 'oiuuiander,  505  u. 
Button,  the  navigator,  3ln 
Bylandt,    |{ear-A<iiuiral   C<Jiuit  Lodewijk 
van,  351 

Byng,  Sir  George:  ifr  Torriiititon,  Adn):ral 
of  the  Flwt  Sir  Georjie  Bvng,  Viwouni 

Bvn;!.  Admiral  Hon.  John,  l«i5.  !<>>.  113. 
"123,  124,  130,  137,  142.  14);-1G0.  HUi 
L'Sjt,  L".iO  and  n^  292,  2113,  423,  4G7,  ikii 
4'.tK  lita 

Bynfi,  Hon.  Henry  Pattee.  3,  3d  ii. 

Byng,  Rolwrt,  3, 1 

Byron,  Captain  George  An)>on,  5'i<)  n. 

Bvron,  Vice-Admiral  Hon.  John,  lilQ  n.. 
'224.  228,  235  313,  3^  3li4,  3il5  and 
n..  31>r>.  3i)n.  404.  408,  40!t,  410,  412,  428, 
433.  431-440.  443.  452.  400.  473.  iiliS 

Cables,  li 
Cabot,  5i  >5  a. 

Cadiz,  31,38,3l»,4L62,«iO(i,fi7,  107, 
IIG.  212  and  n^  215,  28>,  ^  30C,  308. 
448.  44!i.  450.  45'2.  4(;s.  4G'.i.  477.  47^. 

502,  5(13,  504,  50'J,  53'.i 


(Imaar,  33.'» 
Caiinaniera,  Zii  II 
Calabria,  33 
Calais,  112 
CnkutUi,  201 

Calcutta,  160,  161-1G3.  543 

(Caldwell,  Admiral  Benjamin,  SOU      5211  il 

California,  311 

California,  .31(»,  320 

Callis,  Rear- Admiral  Smith,  8G,  211,  212 

273,  2aa  iLi  310 
Calmady,  Admiral  Charles  Holmes  Everitt 

(formerly  Charles  Uulme«)  Kvcritt).  lilln.. 

£113  and  il. 
Cal  nadv.  Captain  Warwick.  I  In,  311 
CaliJlUM,  21&       21i  IK,  2l»it,  313 
Cambridge,  5H),  101,  201      202,  2M  2ii< 
Camden,  472 

Camilly,  Vice-Adnural  Blouet  de,  ill 
Cammock,  Captain  Georgo  (Rear- Admiral 

in  the  SiMuish  Navy),  34,  35  and  n^  3S 
Campbell,  Ca])tain  Alexander  (1).  3'i!j 
Cainplwll,  Colonel  Archibald,  111 
Campbell,  Captain  James  (1),  H  n. 
Campbell,  Captain  Jame«(2),UiI  n^2DB  n^ 

212  n^  21a  IL,  21ii 
Campbell,  Vicc-.\dmiral  John  CI),  218  n.. 

222.  324.  341, 113  n..  415.  bMi 
Campbell,  William,  32li 
Camjieche,  203 

Cauaila,  511.  il2  and      iilU  and  ik,  514, 

5  Hi.  5'JO  IK,  530,  i231 
Canada,  117,  118,  13!),  140,  lfi4,  1%,  i;>7. 

204-210.  22«-228.  242.  253,  354.  355. 

.{5(i.  370.  380.  a32 
Canary  Iclands,  The,  188,  \m 
Canoalc  Bay,  11)2,  1113 
Candia,  22S2 

( 'andleji  in  lighthouBes,  14,  la 
Cjmoa,  Point,  tia  u. 
Canw>,  101),  113,  llii 

Caiitti  biiiy,  33,  34,  35,  133  il,  Llii.  n.,  131i 
(  4m  ton,  323 

Ca|ic  Breton,  lOll,  115,  116,  124,  1G&-16?*. 

184.  H>1.  20G.  253 
Caiie^  Cnbron,  San  Domingo,  2111 
(^ajic  Charles  4tHi 
(.'«]«  Clear,  282,  311 
Cajw  Coast  Castle,  IGl),  2ai 
Caj*  do  Gata,  18*1 
l^ajie  de  Verde  Islands,  54ft 
Ca)*  Diggeft,  320 
Cai«  Dobbs,  311),  32Q 
C:i|ic  Fear,  372 

Cai«  Finisterre,  283,  30L  303.  448.  lilO 
Ca|«  Francois,  123,  1G5,  225, 245,  24G,  314, 

4G8.  4)iD.  470.  473.  474.  488.  41*2.  41)5. 

4!)G.  511*.  53G.  537 
Ca|ie  Henry,  48H,  UMl 
C;i|ic  Ho|«^  311i 
t.'aiie  Horn,  2G7,  317,  321 
( Lo|«7.,  2G0 
Ca|«  May,  iiM 
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Ca|  e  Jlola,  1  *>■'*. 

Cajic  of  Goo.1  Hope,  KIO,  197^  '2^  350^  545. 

Cape  San  LiicaK,  \\\~ 

C'afic  St.  Martin,  2iil 

i  'aj  e  St.  Niiulae,        215.  2Ma 

Cajx!  St.  Vincent,  2H5,  477 

Cajie  Tiburon,  -U^H 

Cui  ridruj  ,  1H4.  .113 

Cai'taiu,  IIL  34.       lid  11^  m  153. 

154.  r72^  Ib^  185i  liJJlj  n^  liT^  '-'77.  2bi 
C'aptain  of  the  Fleet,  311 
Captains,  IH.  20.  2'2,  311} 
Capture*,  1^  310-.n5.  2L!il  IL 
( "aracax,  85^  272 

Carrasf,  HI  Mi  t±i  12ii  il 

Cardaillac,  Captain  lio,  i>  \Ci 
CardinalK,  The,  211i.  22ll 
Cardonnic,  Captain  tie  L.i,  415 
Car^nuge,  St.  Lucia,  42'.«,  4:iO,  4.'U 
("aril)l)Ct'  iKlaniiF  (f  t  iiho  Wci>t  Indicfi,  Lee- 
ward Ihianli^  etc.),  201^  '^W^  244,  idil 
Carical,  17H.  IHi.  221 
Carketl,  Benjamin,  2tia 
Carkett,  Captain  Rolitrt,  KO  and  n^  22ii  n., 
312.  434,  '54  n^  -iW,  liil  anci  il.  4<i2. 
4(>H.  ilil 
Carfeicu,        .'Um.  Sliii 
C.irleton,  Sir  Guy,  K.B.,  35<].  357.  35H.  :W.K 
•.ii,-2,         ;i05,  3tiL  31i^  3(jl!j  370j  371. 


CaRtcion,  ('aptain  Don  P.,  24"  u, 
Castilla, 

Castillo  de  Ferro,  54,  Si 

Castillo  Grande,  Cartapena,  Ctt,  72^  lii 

CVi«/or,  121      312.  aSa 

Caetro,  Captain  Don  J.  B.,  JM 

Catford,  Cajftain  Charlen,  lili  ii» 

Cathcart,  Ma}or-General  Lord,  58^  03^  lil 

and  M 
('atherine :  see  Katharine 
('atheriur,  gfi.S 
Cato,  112  5£!H 
Cfiton,  524.  525.  5.t7 

(.'aulfeild,  Ca].fain  Toby,  387^  473^  Hi  il 

Cavaigne,  Captain,  M. 

Carendioh,  Admiral  I'hilip,  OG 

Caylufi,  Captain  Chevalier  de,  UG^  11(>,  271 

Cayo  Confitc,  240 

(V  /rVc,  184. 

rnifain;  2^3,  211i       250,  303j  30G,  41.'>. 
Ifi2  lu.  4H<i,  487,  Hi!  n..  5i:t  m,  q2Q 


CarlisJe  Bay,  Bar)>adoii,  '20 \, 


Centaurc,  121^  lilli  lu,  19!),  212  n^  213,  214^ 

215.  am 

I  Centurion,  ru,  Lilt  lu,  2f>«  i^,  208,  21ii 
I  n^  247,  288.  315.  320-32.t.  387.  liU 
l£!li  m,4<>(,  I2£i  lia  431,  iiil 

Cerbrrun,  211i  n. 

Cirh,  5:^7 

CVr/,  21ia 

C'Wr,  409j  532,  Iia3  and  u, 
Ceuta,  35^  211 


>5<>. 


553.  554.  557.  SCO. 


.'33, 


Carlos  de  Iknirbon,  Don,lii 
CarloB  III.,  Kin^  of  Spain,  dl 
Camarvoii,  1 85.  18*> 
Caniulu;  330,  311i 

Carnegie,  Hon.  Ge<.>rge :  s«-  Noi  thi»k.  Earl  <if 

(,"aniet;ic.  Lieutenant  Pateirk, 

Car<.)lina,  250,  2^ii»,  280,        311^  371,  372, 

441.  442,  470^  472,  488,  403,  lilU 
Carjienter,  Captain  l{ol)ert,  2iMl  n. 
Cari*ntcrK,  10,  205 

CarjienterB,  American  lack  of,  .350,  aiil 

C:irri<  kfergUH,  220.  2111! 

Carronade;*,  3.'t<3-3-'!3,  liIH 

Carroll  Foun<liy,  330,  331 

Cartagena,  (S.  America),  44,  i>2  n^  54,  50, 

♦^0,  til,  C2»  C3,  08-75.  78,  272,  27^7270. 
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Cartagena  (S|iain),  107,  11(5,  124^  180,  lilil 
Carteret,  Lord,  il 

Carteret,  Captain  I'hilip  Q},  12ii      Lil  IL 
Carteret,  (  nptain  Hicbard,  14,  24(i 
Cartridge  Ixixew,  li 
Casfiiibvii,  3 1 

Cas  de  Xaviri*,  Bav  of,  Martinique,  201. 

243,2lii 
Caskets,  The,  IDS 

Ca>*ilis,   Karl   of:  »te  Kennedy,  l"a|itain 

Archibald 
Canfiuil)azar,  HiD 

CaBtaficta,  Vice- Admiral  Don  Antonio.  34,37 


Ceylon,  107, 
I  Qlil 

j  Chacon,  Rear- Admiral  Don  Femaiulo,  34,  aii 
Chads,  Ca)>tain  Jantes,  20»  n..  234  n. 
Cliadwick,  Captain  Richard,  133  n. 
Chagrcf ,  61,  li2 

Chaioe,  Captain  de  La,  HI      170  u..  108  u. 
Chalav,  Caj)tain  Princi]*  <'.e,  ai 
Chaleur  Bay,  228,  Ulli 
Chaniba  battery,  Cartagen.a,  fiO,  111 
(.'hamberp,  I{ear- Admiral  William  il) 
1.30 

Chambly,  301 

Chambt>n,  Governor  of  Loui(ilxiur2,  M. 

I    m  _ 

Chavitlron,  470  u. 

Cham  pi  on,  51.3  n.,  520 

Champlain,  Lake,  205.  22*2.  354-370.  371. 

370.  380.  385.  38<i.  .380 
CliaU'lernagore,  1G3 
Channel,  The.  30,  fiG,  80,  107,  113, 
147.  1W>,  215  m,  222,  224,  232,  2M>. 

■'81.  3ns.  310.  311.  330. 

502. 


"le, 


12t'. 


443 
.54  )i 
Channel 


445,  44*j,  ilO,  47 
litlandB 


30r,. 

5'tM. 


  504,   

(see  also  Jersey,  etc.). 


Chaplaino,  li! 

Chaj'lcn,  Commander  James,  iil  lu,  23fi  ii. 
Charente  River,  101^  213      223,  224,  233^ 

237.  2a2 
Chariot  Royal,  293,  312 
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Charki,  2i 

CliarlcK  I  I.,  Act  of  the  13th  of,  IDfi 
Charles        The  Einjicror,  aii 
Charles  VII.,  The  Einiwror,  iiii 
Charltts  XII.,  Kins  of  Sweden,  20,  27^il 
Charles  Eihvard,  Priuce :  s<r  Pretender,  The 
Young 

Charle*Jou,  372-:i7!:>.  383.  441'.  470.  472, 
Charlrstoti, 

<'h.irl(>tte.  Queen,  FrincesH  of  Mccklenburj;- 

Strelit/,  lllil 
Charlotte,  \21 

Clianioik  quote<l,  80^  HI -83 

Charrington,   Captain    Nicholao,   407  n.. 

r)13      S'-'O  a» 
Chartres,  Vice-.Xdniiral  the  Due  <lc,  lia 
( 'iiartc,  118j  243^  ILII 

Cliaw,  A  general,  125,  12fi,  128,  148,  174, 
176.  17>,  It^O,  li>l,  liJT,  11*8,  212,  414^ 
43.'..  44'J,  4r>3,  48«.  5W.  325.  534,  537. 
55ti 

Ch.lteauneuf,  Captaiu  <le,  lifi 

Chatham,  12,  tiii      103,  326,  335j  3315 

Chntham,  iiln  IL,  217,  ^  ILi  232,  313,  Siil 

Chatham,  John,  Karl  uf,  325 

Cliau(jey  lelamln,  iilil 

C/utntilin,  2'M'>,  2111 

Cheap,  Captain  David,  310,  :{'-'0-3--"-> 

CheajiV  Bay,  322 

Chebucto,  312 

(."helsca  Hospital,  320 

<  herbour-;,  im^  ItM,  311i 

Che^aixsikc,  The,  35it,  .TTOj  300,  3!t2,  405, 

442.  472.  488.  481).  4!H.  4U2.  4'J3.  4114. 

41*5,  t'iri.  501^  508,  iil2 
Chest  at  Chatham,  The,  IQi 
Chialn;  Hi  n^  131  aud  ik,  253,  278,  '28^ 
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«  hewter,  Pemisvlvania,  31il 
Chestirfitld,  lia  and  ik,  153,  154,  241»,  287, 
288.  ai2 

Chevalier,  Ca^Uain,  quoted,  48G.  487.  504, 

531.  533.  542,  iii3 
lirrvrr,  lf<3,  313 
ChhiiH  ,  21L! 

Chirhnttr,  lii  11^  li  ih,  92,  1M>,  lt8,  104. 

21i5  n„231u. 
Child.  Admiral  Smith,  iii2  iL,  iUI  n. 
Childers,  33i 

Cliildren,  Provision  for  neamenV,  342 
Chile,  321 

Chilleau,  Captain  du,  alC  m,  iiMl  a. 

Chiloe.  317,  322 

Chimerc,  212  U. 

Chimhif,  12a  Um. 

China,  108j  STT,  323 

Chineura,  2ill 

Choque  Bay,  .St.  Lucia,  lfi3 

Chorera,  Kivcr,  2111 

Christian,  Cixnniauder  Brabazon,  i£!fi  o. 
Christian.  Hear- Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Cloberry, 
.392.  434,  liil  n.,  513  iL,  52Q  n. 


Christie,  Captain  Alexander, 

ChronomcttTH,  13,  l± 

Churchill  Hiver,  318,  31K 

(,'illart  lie  Suville,  Ca]itain,  115 

Cillart,  Captain  dc  Vilkneuve,  aiiQ  m,  .55fi 

Ciullal^ell^^  112 

Civil  law.  Supremacy  in  naval  affairs  of  the, 

105.  IM 
Cizarga,  443 

Claigeann  Bay,  Inlay,  22Q 

Clarence,  Duke  of  (Uttrr  William  IV.):  s»» 

William  Henry,  Duke  of  Clarence,  Prince 
Clark,  Captain  Charles,  3i>2 
Clark,  Captam  Iviward  (1),  123  n„  Lii  m, 

2IliiL  ~ 
Clark,  Captain  .John  (1),  212  n„  21ii  il 
("larke,  Cai<tain,  (\\\\\.\  \l\ 
Clarke,  Ca]"tain  Peter,  2iii  IL 
Clayton,  Colonel  Jai^jier,  Hi 
Cleland,  Captain  John  (1),  183,  2Qll  iv,  21^4, 
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Cleland,  Captain  William, 
ClemeiitH,  Cajilain  Michael,  2.'tO  n..  303,  1 1 5 
Clements,  Commaiuier  Peter,  54fi 
(yvojMiIra,  .'105  n. 
Cli'oiMitre,  5(i3  n. 
Clerk H  of  the  Acts,  .3,  a2G 
Cleveland,  Cajitain  An  hihald,  IILL 
Cleveland  (or  Cleavelainl ),  Ca|itaiu  William, 
3,21 

Cleverly,  Gravesend  hhi]tl)uildcr,  335 
Clevlard,  John,  3,  155.  32ll 
Clinton,  335 

Clinton,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  the  Hon. 

George,  12  n^  310 
Clinton,  General  Sir  Heurv,  372.  37f.  3h3. 

387.  3D0.  31>2.  3H3.  31*8,  441.  442,  443, 

471.  472.  473,  488,  481»,  4tt3,  lUfi 
Clipperton,  John,  3 10-318 
Clive,  Cajitain  Ikujamiu,  192,  22"      230  u. 
Clive,  Lord,  132,  139,  UX  144,  161,  102, 

103,  104,  2<U 
Clotheterie,  Captain  de  La,  415.  492  n., 

533  11. 

Clue,  Admiral  de  La,  iM  n^  149, 189,  190. 

196.  211-214.  217.  302.  303 
Clutterhuck.  Thomas,  Ji 
('onnt'-r's  Harbour,  lihode  bland,  li}3 
Coats,  the  navigator,  William,  .t'-jO 
Cobhani,  Viscount,  40,  201 
Cockdtrite,  .335 

Cookburu,  Lieutenant,  (of  the  Jlunter),  145. 
liH 

■  C<xkliurne,  Captain  George,  3,  3'2(> 

("ockbumc,  CajUain  John  (I),  H  u. 

CVulrington  {Inttr  Bethell),  Christopher :  ».->■ 
Bethell,  CapUiin  Christopher  Cwlrington 

Cifflin,  Admiral  Sir  Isaac,  Ilart.,  350,  351 

Cohoms,  130  and  n. 
;  Colbv  (or  Coleby),  Captain  Charlcji,  4,  71, 
,  14"l.32l 

Colby,  Captain  Stephen,  311.  395  u. 

Colbv,  Thomas,  4 
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Cokhetter,  ill  274^  '^^l^  aiH 
t.V)leniaT),  CapUin  Holiert,  H  u. 
Coles's  ]>unip,  3,'t7 

("oilier,  Vice-Adiniral  Sir  George,  Kt,  3ifi 
Cvlliiigwood,  HI 7 

CoUingwooii,  Vicc-A<Uniral  Cuthbert,  Lord, 
370.  aiy. 

Colling\voo<l,  Cajitaiti  TlioniaB,  2i2  2ia 
liMn^  312,  iiHi      ilO,  4^  iM  ii. 

Collins,  Captain  Hit  hanl  (1),  2Qli  :nO 

Collins,  Captjiiu  Itichatfl        ilD  IIU. 

Colonels  of  Marines,  22il 

Colonial  vessels,  Authority  grantc«l  to  cap- 
ture, 311 

Coloniet",  tee  American  Colonies 

Colours,  Caj'tunxl,  '-M 

Colville,  Rear-A<lmiral  Alexantler,  Lord,  ;>n. 

ICi).  2£!li  iKj  ^  2^  221i  ami  n^  227, 

228.  232.  239.  251.  alia 
Colville,  Captain  the  Hon.  James,  Hi  n^ 

iI2  IK,  lliJi      225,  ail 
Combuttion,  5.'")2  a. 
V(f7nr.t,  h(»,  HH 
Cometf,  305.  313 
Coinniandero,  20,  330  and  m,  3:{<i 
Commanders-in-Chief,  15,  "Jli,  ilii  m.  Ill  u^ 

LLiiL  ~ 
ConimisBioners  of  Sick  and  Wounded,  1,  2. 
CommiRMoners  of  the  Navy,  3,  4,  32G, 
Corntuitisioners  of  the  Hoginter  Oflice,  2. 
Commons,  Enquiry  by  the  IloUKe  of,  103 : 

AddrettH  to  the,  27<i  and  tu 
Compton,  Captain  James,  1 
Comtr  dc  Gramonl,  '2W) 
Vomte  de  Frovtncr,  17-1  an<l  u„  1  Vft  and  n.. 

niH  11. 

Comte  de  St.  Florentine,  301 

(>)nanicut,  402.  4m.  4ila 

Concentration,  Tactics  of,  170,  455.  45('>. 

151S.  511.  aiil 
Concencii.n,  27!>.  315,  317 
Condi,  m  n,,  175,  llii  n„  LiQ 
Conde  de  Chincati,  3 1 5 
Conde  de  Toulounr,  34,  •U4 
Contlans,  Vice-Admiral  the  Marquis  de,  122, 

123,  196.  217-223.  274,  284.  311.  435  u. 
Congrent,  ^fil 

('ongre«8  and  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in 

America,  Ilali 
Conquerant,  415,  4i>2  n. 
Conqueror,  211^  'IMl  n^  215,  311,  3M  n^ 

434.  45'-'.  453.  iM  ik,  iiiS  and  ik,  520  u. 
Conquistador,  12^  12  n^  135  n.,  13<i.  '247  n., 

314.  aiii^ 
ConnoUinte,  557  and  n^  559 
Constante,       !W,  Ull 

Contempt  of  court  by  n  court  martial,  105. 
iM 

Content,  1'^"  and  n^  148  n.,  151  n..  274.  '.^75 
CVjntraband  of  w.ir,  252.  -?•"»:< 
Controllers  of  the  Navy,  3,  4^  32(i,  Slli 
Controllers  of  the  Storekeej«r'8  Accounts,  .3, 

32P> 


2>t 

294. 

390, 

4  ir.. 

477. 

503. 


1  Ills 

•  >  ~  '  t 

29^ 
391, 

4 -IS, 

504. 


188, 
280, 
299. 
395. 
451. 
479. 
509. 
549: 


lii, 
13«J. 
190, 
283. 
3<>J, 

a9r.. 

45-'. 
480. 
519. 
554. 


'  Controllcro  of  the  TreasurerV  AcootuiU.  S. 
,  a2li 

Controllers  of  the  Victualling  Accounts.  3. 

a2li  .  . 

roiirert,  al2.  IK,  52Q  n. 
Convoys,  65,  75,  78,  91^  119,  122.  123 
125,"  12«,  128,  129,  130.  13L  135. 
I     137,  139,  ]A£L  ILL 
19i>.  203,  210,  225j 
284.  286.  291.  292, 
301.  302.  .303,  351 
'     433,  434^  435,  43^ 
469.  470.  473.  474, 

'     482,  486,  489,  495,   

521.  536.  538.  530.  o40^542. 
.557 

('on way,  Henry  Seymour,  Field-M.-irshal,  HI 

(.'onway,  Hon.  Hugh  Seymour:  aftirtcarU 
Seymour,  Vice  Adminil  Lord  Hugh  (7.1-.) 
!  C(X)k,  Caj'tain  James,  XM,  341  n^ 
I  Cooks,  lii 

Coo|wr,  Captain  Thomas,  4,  96,  IW^  llli 

Coote,  General  Sir  Eyre,  22a 

Cojieland  Island,  2iJii 

CoiwnhaKcn,  2!i  and      27.  28.  41.  43.  47. 

|W),112iL 
Cop{)er  fastenings,  II 

Cou|«ring  shi).s,  14,  336,  ioL  iiO,  483. 
486.  487.  489,  522 
I  (,'orl>ett^  Thon»as,  A 
Corbett,  William,  1 

Cordova,  Admiral  Don  Luis  de,  446.  450. 

'   504,iiaa  — 

Cork,  144,  167,  188,  372,  502 

Cormorant,  2ilii      513  u, 

Cx)mewall,  Caj-tain  Thomas,  Ifia 

,  Cornish,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Samuel,  Bart.. 

23,96,196,2l)QaudiL,224.  225.  232. 
239-242.  565 

Cornish  (Jormerhj  Pitchford),  Admiral 
Samuel  Pitchford,  21Q  11 ,  241,  5211  il, 
56ft 

Cornwall,  lili 
'  Corn  Willi,  12,  m  n„  134,  m  u„  136,  137 
2Ilii  IK,  aili     42i,  ilM?  ».,  408,  T^n,  43L 

438,  439,  IM  m,  458,  IM   

Cornwall,  Vice-Admiral  Charles,  3,  32,  34. 
;     35,  36^  2uli  >  -I  — .  ^ 

Cornwall,  CapUin  James,  52,  96,  IQQ  and  il 
Cornwall,  Captain  Frederick,  99,  liii  ik. 
'     2iiii  —>  u» 

CornufiHi*,  40r.  11, 

Coniw.illis,  Charles,  Ist  Marquis,  372,  388, 

405,  442,  472,  473,  4^  493,  494.  496. 

501.  502     

Cornwallis,  Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  William, 

•m,  434,  438,  473-477.  512.  51.t  and  n^ 

520  n..  5"'> 
Cornwallis,  Major-General,  154.  171 
,  Coromandel  (!'oast.  The,  119,  124.  l.'tO.  164, 

174.  197,  225.  545.  549.  5«l 
Corsica,  Uti,  123,  124,  273,  3iil 
Corvettes, 
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CorunnB,  3!^  aOIl 

('o«by,  Ailiiiinil  Pliillij*,  415.  IIL*  ii.. 
Cost  of  Shijis,  10 

Cotes,  Vice-A<lnurnl  Thomas,  H,  1 18.  Lil 

105,  182^  20^  '224,  Liii 
Cotteiell,  Captain  CharleH,  Ul 
Cotton,  Adtiiirul  Sir  CharleH,  Bart.,  ilA 

520  n. 

Couihuian,  the  imitiueer,  Lieut«niuit  Samuel, 

287. 2aa 

CVxidrw,  Ihle.  20<L  2£1I 

Councils  of  War,  (>7.  (jH,  74,  7B.  TO.  B7.  IIH. 

123.15^154^  17^1  ^-'j- 

CouTuyttir,  3i  6,  ;{07,  :U3.  415,  5<H)  n» 

(.'titirvuut:,  1-H  n..  151  n..  415.  45ii.  45S 

Court,  Adutiral  La  Brujere  «le,  07,  81*.  92, 
IM,  Jto.  101^  ui: 

CourtB  Manial,  17,  i<H  iia  n^  97, 10.<-100. 
mi  IL.  123,  128.  129,  135,  137,  15r)-15rt. 
177,  UMj  n.,  lili  ami  illi  and  277, 
ma  and  2iLl  ani  2hM  and  ^  n^ 
290  and  291,  2iM  nn«l  ru  aii::  ru,  339, 
350.  423.  425.  426.  ^  iM  n^  iiia  n^ 
402.  478.  548 

Corrutry.  12,  217,  ^  n^  302,  iiil  n^ 
5<i3  n. 

Cow  anli' e,  ^3.  Lii 

Cowell,  t  ai'tain  Henry,  2iti 

Cowling,  ( 'rtjitain  .John,  474  n. 

Coxiniar,  l.'iver,  21fi 

Cozeuis  MidKliipnian  of  the  W'aijtrr,  -i'''' 

Craiics,  Mr.  Se<Teiaiy,  iUl 

(-'ruig,  Captain  Holteit,  21iti 

Cranxtoun,  Captain  JankCR,  I-ord,  5 1 3 

Craufurd,  Major-tieneral  Jolin,  235 

Craven,  IJear- Admiral  'I'lioniap,  275.  5li)i 

Vi  'ri^rut,  12, 1:12  n^  299,  Lilii 

CrcHpin,  Captain  Abraham,  4ul 

Crindnala  in  the  Xavv,  21,  2Ii 

Croiwc,  Le,  220,  '111  ' 

Cniniwell,   Henrj- :   tet   Kiankland,  \'ii.e- 

Admiral  Henry 
Crooknliankn,  Cajitain  John,  2H5  and  il 
Crowle,  George,  3,  i 
Crov-n,  ■liiii  n.,  liiH 

Crown  Point,  m,  204,  205,  20H,  228,  350, 

358.  359.  307,  308,  370,  371,  IlhU 
Croion,  iilii 
Cruisrr,  Ifi  lu,  aiii 

Cruse,  Admiral  (Hucsian  Navy),  ill  IL. 
Cnitcheil  Friar*,  2 

Cuba,  fil  m,  70,  IL  210-249.  200. 

207,  408,  494,  490  n. 

Cuddalore ;  aho.  Fort  St.  I*avid ;  177, 
552.  555.  557,  '>ti1-'>(i4 

Cul  de  Sac  Itoyal :  Fan  Royal,  Marti- 
nique 

Culloden,  iili  ik,  LUi 

Cullwkn,       m,  15*^  loy^  2iL  '^2.  atul 
213.  215.       n:,:iAli  m,  249,  250,  ilUa  m, 
4H9 

Cutuberhind,  35,llln^00,li:in„03.inm, 
70      711  m,  140.  101  p.,  114  p..  175.  177. 


na  and  IL.  li!8  IK,  199,  303,  3Qi  and  p. 

311.  415.  503 
Cumberlapd  Bay,  32 1 
Cumberland  Harbour,  IH  and  m,  II 
Cumberland,  Dukcof:  fff  William  Augustus, 

Duke  of  Cumberland,  Prince 
Cumlierland,  I>\ike  of :  str  Henry  Frederick, 

Duke  of  Cumberland,  Prince 
Cumming,  Admiral  Jantes.  IM 
Cunuuin?,  the  Quaker,  Mr.  Thomas,  180, 

lai 

Ciuminghani,  Commander  Jame»,  •-^5.t 
Curm  oa,  85,  80,  530 
Cui  ii  usf,  415 

Curlii.g,  Mr.  John,  luahter's  mate,  30(t 

CurtiM,  Admiral  Sir  Roarer,  Bart,,  400.  ^IH5  u. 

Cusack,  Captain  .lames,  til 

Cust,  (  aptain  Williutu,  llll  and  a. 

Cutlasses,  U 

Cutters,  2M 

Ci'tting-out  Esi«litions,  224,222 
Cuverville,  Captain  de,  550  a. 
Cyhilr,  £111  n. 
Cygnet,  'HH  -135 

Dackes.  Vice-Adnural  James  Richard  (1 ), 
301.  305 

Dalrymjile,  Admiral  John.  22i.  m,  50^  n.. 


I'airymple,  Sir  John, 
Danmquart,  Captain  de, 
Ihtiuiairn,  01 

Dampier,  ('aptain  William,  258.  310.  323 
/>amif,  li^ii  m,  250,  liU 
Davu-',  301,  aiii 

Dandridge,  Caplain  William,  03,  08,  21ill 
Da)' fine,  liiifi 
'  l>arbv,  Vice-Admiral  George,  215  n^iili  Ha 

•ili  n^  243,  477,  502,  503,  504,  540,  546. 

500 

Darby,  Adiidral  Sir  Henry  d'Esterre,  540  u- 

Daricn,  or  Panama,  Isthnuis  of,  Qii  n„  01,  l!i 

iMrtihouth,  Liii  and  m,  2)^0,  31 1 
j  DoHfihiii,  IjQa 
I  Dnuj  hin  lioi/ol,  'llh  IIH 

Davcrs,  Vice-Admiral  Thomas,  71,  70, 
109,  115,  122,  m 

Davis,  Howel,  liliQ 

Davis  Strait,  3:8 

Dawson,  Captain  George,  404.  MHi  m,  409. 
I      49  .;  n. 
Deacon,  Commander  Sabine,  21il  il 
Deal,  Hi 

1  Jjnil  C'ustle,  Lil  Uy  221  m,  257,  iM  m. 
I     llii  n. 

Deane,  Captain  Joseph,  206  n„  208,  222 
I     and  n^  228,  2aa  m,  m 

Death  i)enaliy,  The,  279,  28>i,  3aii  (»t*  '■/«> 
I  Byng) 

j  Debt,  The  National,  25 1 
I  Dticay  of  shi|is,  'M'l,  3M 
I  Decker,  Captain  Haringcarsiicl,  505  a. 
Dcdel,  Captoiu  S.,  p- 
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Defmtrur,  '■?44  n, 

Df nance,  il  n..  Q2^  Ifl      IQ  a ,  gQ^  12S 
126.  121 II.,  liL  lis  !Li  liiHi  150,  loL 
163, 154,  21i<      lint,  lilii      liil  IL,  312, 
am  (2).  ilii 

DelavalO'ice- Admiral  George,  34^  36,  36 

Delaware,  Bay  and  Caiies  of  the,  390.  394. 
■•{'.17.  402.  ai2 

Delaware  River,  386»  388,  39L  392,  398, 

De  I'Aiigle,  Captain  Merrick,  til  and  Qfl 
Deltino  V  Barlande,  Captain  Don  J.,  M 
Pel/(,  ill 

Deljiamo,  (/aptain  Arthur,  2">R 

Denis,  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Peter,  Bart.,  125 

2ia  n..  237.  230.  252.  299.  56S 
Denison,  Captain  (HuHsian  Navy),  Ml 
iX-nmark,  2fi  rt  *!y.,  <  1— 13 
Dennis,  Captain  Henrv,  lA 
Dent,  Captain  Digbv  £2),  3,  4,  65. 7L 123  n^ 

124.  m      134,  "laa 
Dent,  Captain  Blr  Di^by  (3),  Kt.,  112 

IM     225.  JUl^  i31 

Depredations  by  Spain,  50,  al 

Deptford,  4^  Vl^  105^  131 

iJfplford,  13.  m  n..  76.  108.  131  n..  U& 

IMi'lUin^'IM  a. 
Derby,  113 
Dtrbi/,  113 

Derinp,  Captain  Daniel,  187,  2Q1  203. 
221  n- 

Derrick,  *  MerooirB  of  the  Rise  and  Progress 

of  the  Royal  Xaxy,'  a 
Derwentwntcr  cHtiites,  The,  Ifi 
Ditxjadii,  t>]\\ 
IVfiertion,  .•'>;{'.>.  3Iii 
IX'sirade,  La.  20.''. 
De*ior«]uart,  Captain  de,  Qfi 
Devert,  Daniel,  3 

Drronthirr,  12il  n^  12L  2Qfi  1L»  222  22a 

212  n^  21a  n^  24fi     242,  25Q 
Dindhnt,  244,  ;>li4,  30|}^  llii 
Diamtmt,  Gl  n^ !«),  12ii  lu.  312 
Diamond,  43  n„  57,  6L  (i2  and  Uj,  96,  26L 
314 

Diamond,  Cajie,  208,  221 
Dintui,  8.  173.  183.  2Qfi  u..  221  and  263. 
5Mn- 

Dianc,  Ififi  n..  281.  21»8.  313 
Dickson,  A<hniral  William,  454  n. 
VkUUor,  332 

Digby,  Admiral  Hon.  Robert,  188,  211i 

415. 502.  am 

Digges,  Captain  Dudley,  13,  Ifil  183. 

2Uln,»21fiiL 
Di  jon,  231  n. 
Diligenct,  1112 
Dili'/cnt,  550  n. 

Diliffente,  lIlandnal2anal98na2Mn„ 
liii 

Dilkes,  Captain  William,  96,  UM  and  il 


Dimensions  of  nhi}*,  9,  12,  190.  335 
Discontent  on  the  lower  deck,  33D 
lUicovery,  318,  3111 

DiR«a.<*e:  $rc  Sanitation,  Mortality,  Fever, 

Scurvy,  etc. 
Disguise,  Successful,  244 
Disobedience  to  orders  justifiable,  161.  4fl0 
Distillation  of  fnwh  water  from  salt,  •"-{T 
Dixon,  Master  of  the  NorthHinlitrUind,  Mr., 

215 

I>oake,  Captain  Jame«,  21MD„22fi  iu,233  n^ 
•>4'i  11, 

n»l>b»,  812»  32Q 
Dobbs,  Arthur,  312 
Dobrec,  Captain  Daniel,  434 
Dockyards,  4,  326,  327,  335,  336,  312  and 
n„313 

Dod,  Admiral  Edmund,  al3  n^,  5'jO  n. 
Dodd,  Captain  Edward,  31 1 
Doildington,  George,  3 
Doggersbank,  The,  314,  343,  -WUAnft 
Hoffihijn,  505  n^  5Qfi 

Dolphin,  12,  147,  Ud  and  n^  153,  265, 
2li3  iia  297,  21ts,  2'.ni.  312.  336,  505 

Dominica,  64,  203.  233.  244,  254,  427,  42^!, 
453,  519,  521,  522,  523.  527.  52D.  531 

Donan  Castle,  32 

Dorchester,  Lonl,  350 

Dordrn-ht,  21 

DorMtshire^  12,  .IL  96,  lOL  123.  21b  IL. 

219.  29!».  313 
Douglas,  Colonel,  (Mar.),  63  n- 
Douglas,  Rcar--\diniral  Sir  Cliarle*,  Bart., 

2Qll  n^  207,  235  n^  351  and  lu^  afjO,  ^{61, 

3fi2  and  n^  36;i.  aM  and  ik,  308,  369, 

415,  52Q  Ha  535,  'yi\H 
Douglas,  Sir  Howard,  35Z  n. 
Douglas,  Admiral  Sir  •T.ames  Q),  Kt.,  115. 

22e  n^  209,  224,  232,  233,  239,  212  and 
243,  244,  215  and  n^  246,  247,  565 
Douglas,  Caj'tain  John,  454  n..  45U.  460 
Douglas,  Captain  Stair  Q),  212  n^  2ia  n^ 

1B2U. 

Douglas,  Captain  William,  G£L  n. 
Dove,  Capt.iin  Francis,  1 
Dover,  16,  3.'t;'i 

/)oiv r,  212  iLi  215  IK,  2ifi  5:,  2>il,  312 
Downs,  Th«,  90.  Ill  ILa  112,  196,  200,  ^21 

and  n„  2|52,        2^  :}V^  532 
Draijon,  43.  12  n..  M  and  u  .  S2,  92,  go,  08. 

191.  21ii      231  u„  225:.  212  IL,  244,  2J5 
21G      2i8,  249,  270,  284,  302,  311 
Dnnii.n,  135  n^  311 
Drake,  123  n^  225,  2G7,  31Q 
Drake,  Captain  Francis,  31 
Drake,  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Francis  Samuel, 

Bart.,  2ian,»221ua233ii„212n,» 

3115  IL,  ia2  IL,  48L  121  Bi,  513  52  52Q  n^ 

528.5111 

Drake,    Vice-.\dmiml    Francis  William, 


K.B.,  232 


IL.  2111      24^  311.  5lifi 
Dra|)cr,  General  Sir  William, 
212 
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DrcotfriMifjI.f,  IVi^  M'l'i  nnd  jukI  u.. 

•-'Tti,  ■JTT,  L'.HO,  L'Mi.  :^,12 

/>roi/a  de  P Homme,  'JM 
Druid,  iL 

r)rummou(l,  Captain  Charles,  M 
l>nimmonil,  Commander  John  Auriol,  ilfl  n. 
Drunkeniie«g.  273,  274,  311 
Ihiblin,  2H0.  ^42 

/>mW«h,  182,  206,  242  lu,  liia       5illi  ILi 

DubuiH  <le  La  Motte,  Vice-Admiral,  140. 

141.  167,  IGH,  170,  172.  283,  280.  287. 
•_)<)7 

Due  trAiguillon,  211H 

/)««•  (fAquitaine,  2QQ  iiii  225^  2J»5,  31L 

ai2 

/)«<•  d'l/anofr,  '29^ 

Dhc  <rOrl^inii,       iZO      121,  HA  llli 

180.  IM  11..  ai2 
/)i«r  f/f  Bourgogne,  1  ~-t  p..  175.  17^.  LZ!i 

and  iL.  JM     244  Da  414,  415.  4112  n- 
i)nc  rfe  Chartrea,  301.  313 
/)«<;  </«  Choitrid,  22ii  n-  22fi 
/>«<•  de  Froiimc,  2<">}> 

I)u  Chaffault,  Adtnirnl  Louis  Charlefs  C<imte, 

121      182,  185,  2yOj  41a 
Ducio,  Ix)rd :  »ff  Moretuii,  Cajitaiu  Francis 

Reynolds 
Dudgeon  Shoal,  In 
Dudley.  Captain  O'lJrion,  287,  21iB 
Duels,  ati  n- 

Duff,  Uear-Admiral  Robert,         210,  217, 

21B  and  n^  242  fififi 
DuffuB,  Captain  Kenneth,  Lord,  4^ 
Oukf,  2ia      213.  280,  .SIO,  m,  415,  aQU 

n^  a2QiL,53l,  532,  533 
Dumaresq,  Admiral  'I'houias,  q2Q  u. 
Dumct,  Isle  de,  220 

Dumont  d'L'rville,   Rear-Admirnl  T.  C, 

352  iL 
Dunbar,  lill 

Duncan,  Admiral  Adam,  Vincount,  lilQij^ 

234     24fi  n^  afih 
Duncan,  Ca)>tain  Henry  (I),  327.  4£!Q 

406  IL.  4112 
Dundas,  Henry :  tre  Melville,  Viscount 
Dufidonald,   Admiral    Thomas  Cochrane, 

lOth  Earl  of,  301 
Ihmgeness,  QQ 

Duttkirk,  34i  43.  IQ  IK,  76.  06,  IQL  ML 

188.  2ia  lia  29L  295.  2!»6,  312 
Duunose,  2113 

Dunquerque,  Dunkerrjuc,  or  Dunkirk,  89, 

90,  112.  196,  223.  229,  230  iLi  254i  «il4 
Dupleix,       121,  122.  124^  130.  139. 140, 

m 

Duplcwis  Perseault,  Captain,  Hi 

Du<iuesne,  Commodore,  1H1> 

Durell,  Vice-Admiral  Philip  m.  88.  115. 

121  m,  Mii  n^  172,  173,  IMTsOoi  20fi 

an.!  ii„  20L  209,  2ail  n  566 
Durell,  Captain  Thomas  (1),  .53,  263,  2lia 
1  )urfort,  Captain  Baron  de,  4ii2  n. 

VOL.  Ill, 


Dunhy  Oalhy,  4fi  M  ik,  96.  2!iL 

2113 

Durslcy,  I/ord :  ihr  Berkeley,  .Tames,  Earl  of 

Dury,  Alajor-ticneral,  lllii 

Dutabil,  Captain  Don  L,  1111 

Ihitch  volunteers  in  British  shii*,  fix 

Duvivier,  Captain,  lOU 

Biijfe,  121  m.  128,  2ii3  mi  284i  295.  312. 

380,  400,  40fiiL,  407,  408,  Ji4ii  m.  iiiiO  lUj 

552  n..  556.  51i3  n» 
East  India  Conipanv,  108, 120,  121  m,  130. 

131.  132,  139.  140.  143.  101.  177.  181. 

185.  197.  200.  201.  232,  240.  241.  251. 

340.  445.  545,  QM  n..  iilH 
East  In«Ua  Company  (Dutch),  130.  131. 

201,  aiii 

East  India  Comj«nv  (French),  119.  121. 

124, 12a  and  n.,  126, 139, 180.  164^  llii 

197,  204.  295.  30L  aOa 
East  Indies,  itl^  10«.  109,  119-122.  124. 

130,  139.  143.  160,  173.  174-182.  196. 

197-200.  224.  225,  23i>-242.  284.  287. 

304.  3U.  312.  313.  482.  503,  508,  509, 

538.  543-564 
East  Kiver,  New  York,  IQQ 
East»i>i>ii.  Commander  Jomjph,  1112 
Echo,  185,  Min^20fim,242m,24fimi 

313 

Eaireuil,  314,  415 
Ednm,  id 

Ed.h  stone,  The,  14,  15,  HO 

Edgar,  212  m,  21^  2M  m,  250,  503  u- 

Edgcumbc,   Admiral    Hon.  George>  Earl 

Mount  Edgcumbe,  fi4  n^  147.  148  and  n.. 

21H  iKj  296,  a03 
Edinburgh,  340 

Edinburgh,  Lil  ik,  Isiii  and  ik,  221 

Education  of  naval  oflicers,  22 

Eklwanl  Augustus,  Duke  of  York,  .\ilmiral 

Prince,  1113  and  m.  216.  239,  252,  313  m, 

565 

Edwards,  Admiral  Edward,  3^^9.  4QU  n^ 
42HiL 

Eklwards,  Admiral  llichard  (2),  415,  567 
Edwanls,  Captain  Hichanl  (a),  35  a. 
Edwards,  Captain  Timothv,  212  ik,  311a  n.. 

404.  400  n..  434.  454  u. " 
Eensgetiiidheit,  .505  a. 
Ei)iu;i;ham,  Loni,  154 
Egmont,  415.  411 
Egmont,  John,  Earl  of,  3y> 
Elranor,  !i2  n.,  10  n. 
EUphimt,  2787^12 

Elibank,  Loni :  m  Murray,  ('aptain  Hon. 
George  Q} 

F.iim}>€th,  no,  m,  no.  2Iii 

Elivibfth,  53.  92,  96,  133  IIL  1^4  Hh 
175,  Hi!  and  n^  liia  and  m,  199,  240  n^ 
241.  415.  417.  434.  454  n..  551  ii. 

Elizal>eth  Hivcr,  iMli 

Elliot,  Captain  Ellint,  IM 

Elliot,  Sir  (iillxTt,  Hart.:  nee  Minto,  IjOtA 
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Elliut,  Aaiiiiral  John,  110^  '2^  aud 
801.  iUan^  ifiSi  aOllnnafil 

EllU,  ilie  uavigHlor,  Henry,  .'VJO 

Ellis,  Welhore,  221i 

EUyti,  CaptniD  Charles,  il 

Elphiiihtuiie,  Admiral  lion.  Geurge  Keith : 
Vihrtmut  Keith, 

ElphinBtone,  Captain  John  (1),  195.  2Qfi 

22ii 245,  liifi  IK,  304,  an;  ail  lu,  434, 

AM.  u, 

ElphinHtone,  Captain  Samuel  Williams,  341 
and  u. 

KUhnm,  8(),  87,  H8,  ll/i,  212 

Elton,  Caj>ti»in  Jacob,  23^  279,  311 

Embargo  on  8hi|>ping,  4ii,  IGfl.  1C7.  3t»(} 

Kmbitsrade,  -'^l'^ 

Emden,  173,  12Q 

Hmeratd,  2<>i  IL,  likil 

Eiueraudr,  125  ik,  21[5,  297,  312 

Emjiire,  The  Holy  Itinnan,  2B  and  n^  40. 

42,  47,  411,  50,  im 
Endtuvoiir,  47t>  il. 
Endymion,  Q2Q  IL 
England,  E<lwRnl,  '-'tiO 
English  Harbour,  Antigua,  22 
EnterprixT,  31),  2M  n^,  2Ji2 
Eidrfjrrcuauf,  183.  305.  313 
JE'o/e,  Siii 

Ejirrim;  311.  313 
Erfprinn,  505  u, 
Erie,  Lake,  204,  205 

"  Error  of  judgment,"  21)3,  294,  ^  (»ec 

(duo  Byng) 
Emitia,  ('aptain  Don  H.,  mi 
Enikine,  Captain  Koliert,  'jH't 
Enrarboucle,  313 
EttoarH,  Captiiin  Comtc  d',  533  il 
Etcort,  2.'t4  II. 

Eticudoro,  Cainain  Don  Antonio,  31 

EokimoH,  319 

Esperanfa,  34^  314 

Etperance,  ^289,  312.  335 

Ettex,  14,  34,  35,  94j  90,  lOL  21ii  n^  221, 

231  n^  236.  2«L  31L  313 
Eetabliebment  for  g^Ul8,  11,  3.'i  1-334 
KKtabli«hnient  of  flag-oHicerfi,  20 
EBtabliHhmenta  for  sbiiw,  8,  9,  IQ 
EKtjiing,  V  ice-Admiral  Comte  <i',  30>1,  3M 

and  IL,  397,  398,  399, 4^  401^  40J,  HJli 

and  m,  405  and  n^  408-412.  428-432. 

433.  435.  438.  440,  442.  443,  471.  478. 

521 
Esteiwna,  211 
EHtoumel,  Cantaiu  d',  Ql  n. 
Etendu^re,  Admiral  dee  Herbiers  de  1*.  fiA  n.. 

121  and      mt,  13L  2fil 
Etoile,  283,  286,  312 
Eturiago,  Captain  Don  A.,  iS& 
Europu,  211  n^  315 
Europa  Point,  -11 
Europe,  4il2  nj,  llll  n. 
Euriu,  2L>G  IK,  22G  n^  311 
Eurydke,  513  n^  52ii  n. 


EvaiiB,  Ca{)tain  Henry  Francis,  395  u. 
Evan«s,  Admiral  John,  21ii  ik,  223  ik,  3il5  tu 
5(>l> 

Evaii8,  Captain  Thomas,  185,  '335 

Eceilli;  2ili  IK,  294,  4l5,lii2  n. 

Everill,   Charl<»    llolmes :  nee  Calma<ly, 

Charles  Holmeti  Evcritt 
Everitt,  Captain  Jlichael,  ]M  m,  15f>.  20fi 

and  IK,  233  ik,  242  ik,  245  ik,  '3441  u. 
Ewer,  Captain,  (Mar.),  llil 
Exchequer,  Ca]>tain  S$utton'8  action  in  the 

Court  of,  350 
Execution  of  Admiral  B)'ng,  15H-ir>0.  .See 

Death  Penalty 
Exeter,  118.  131  and  n^  415,  545  ik.  550 

and  IK,  .551.  552  and  ik,  560.  5£i3  n. 
Exmouth,  Lord:  see  Pellew,  Admiral  Sir 

E^iward 

Expenditure  on  the  Navy,  5,  327 
Exfitriment,  522 

Experiment,  68. 10  n^  73,  Hi  m,  78,  ly  and 
n^  14a  iKilSG,  188,  276,  296.  373.  374. 
376,        40li  40a 

Exploration,  Services  of,  to  the  Navy,  318. 
324 

Extra  CommiaBioners  of  the  Navy,  4,  3'2K 
Eyesight,  Defective,  103 

Fairfax,  Vice-.Admiral  Sir  William  George, 

415 
Fairleigh.  lH 
Fai$an,  313 

Falcon,  125  and  ik,  201      286.  311  (2^ 

MY,',  n. 

Falkiiigham,  Captain  Edward  (1),  3.  4,  34, 

53 

Falkingham,  Captain  Edward  (2)^  ICI  and  il 
Falkland,  12QiKj21iin^22Ina2a3D^ 
•>42  n. 

Falkland  Islands,  20d  ik,  339 

Fahnotith,  'J62,  441i 

FalrrKiulJi,  tiO  n^  fi2  and  n.,  10  n^  15  n.. 

200  0.1  225,  240,  241,  2fil 
False  mustera,  350.  351 
Favte,  235  n^  311.  314,  3a5  n^  434,  438. 

439,  520  IL 
Fairnlly  Compact,  The.  238.  301 
Fandino,  Juan  de  Loon,  265,  266,  212 
I'uimhaw,  Captain  (.'haricti,  2011 
Fanshawe,  Captain  Robert  (1),  327.  434. 

520  iL 

Fanta»)ue^  212      1^9,  4112  IL 
Farnham,  Captun  ThomaK,  gOSj  il 
Far«  of  Messina,  The,  32,  33,  36^^  31 
Faroe  Islands,  229 
Farra^ut,  Admiral,  cited,  1.50 
Faucvn,  2^  2311  n. 

Fatdknor,  Admiral  Jonathan  (1),  188, 215  lu. 
415.  5lil 

Faulk  nor,  CapUin  Robert  (2),  30G 
Faulknor,  Captain  Samuel  £1),  10&  and  n^ 
284.  310 

Faulknor,  Captain  Samuel  (2},  284,  301 
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Faiilkiior,  Captain  William,  iil  il. 
I'avorife,  lia 

Favourite,  il2      298,  30G,  SIM 
Fawler,  Johii,  'S^  1 
Fawler,  Cajitaiii  Juhn,  j 
Feilding,  ( 'aptain  CharleK  r 

/;/ici7^  304,  am  I 

Felloww,  (thii>buililer,  li  i 
/V»w-,  211  ami      315.        41'.l  j 
Ft-ndnut,  41 5.  45K.  ■■l»3  n, 
Ferguson,  Captain  James,  253.  42H  ii.,  482  n. 
Fergmsson,  Aiimiral  John,  iiii     GM  u. 
Fa  mt,  im,  281  (2).  312 
Ferrem,  Karl :  *»r  Shirley,  Vice-Atlmiral 

Hon.  WaithinKton 
Floret,  liil  IK,  !(>!»,  212     ilfi     311,  335, 

IDii  D. 

Terrol,  62, 65,  06,  26L  2H5,  451, 152 
Tever,  23.  212 

Feivrshitm,  81  iLj  96,  270,  211 
FidiU,  183,  2111  and  ik,  aia 
Field,  Captain  Arthur,  31 
FiW,  IJH  Da  1^  fiii  ^  flu  im 
Fighting  Instructiond,  The,  diiand  u^  'Jl 
103 

Finch,  Captain  Hon.  Seymour,  aOIin, 
Finch,  Rear-Admiral  Hon.  William  Clement, 

Fincher,  Captain  Thomas,  i2a  131 

i;i2  and  m 
Fine,  312,  aaQ  n. 
Fiiiisterre,  Cape,  124,  121 
Finland,  Gulf  of,  13 
Fire  discipline,  ua 

Fire,  Ships  destroyed  bv,  273.  277  n..  297. 

298,310-315 
Firebmnd,  Hi  a, 

FiretlmU,  172,  188. 215  il.  231  n. 

FireshipB,  28,30,33,34,41,42,43,lfin^ 
olijlUu^Ifi  iial^ni,9«,  100,  101^  117, 
12a  n^l3i  149,  liil  0^162^  163,  185, 
192.  2£Jfi  Da  20L  212  215,  225,  231 
anil  237^  273,  2ii3  3^  335^  illL 
391.  415.  li!l  n^  5011  IK,  a2D  n^  541, 
51ii  n^  552  Ha 

Firing-tuhos  for  guns,  Tin,  331 

Firm,  216,  222  n. 

First  Captain :  ««-  Captain  of  the  Fleet 
First  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  2^  325 
Fishermen  in  the  American  aimy,  384 
Fishing  Industry,  The,  115. 186.  253.  251 
Fitzgerald,    Vice-Admiral   Lord    Charles : 

Lord  Locale,  121  n. 
Fitzherbert,   Vice-Admiral   Thoma«,  404. 

406  IK,  568 
Fitzroy,  Captain  Lortl  Augustus,  64,  Ifi  n,. 

26H 

Flag,  The  Honour  of  the,  IM  n-,  351,  352 
Flag-officers,  20,  34:t-.u: 
Flainand,  55D  ik,  fiO-'i 
Flam  borough  Hcaii,  jil 
Flamborough,  39. 192.  231  ik,  269. 302 
landers,  118, 119, 130 


Fkriui,  31 

Fleet  at  ditTerent  |ieriotl8,  Strength  of  the, 
5-7. 32a 

"Fleet   in   Being"  {itrt  also  " Potential" 

Fleet  ),  i05 
Fleming,  Colonel,  (Mar.),  23  IL 
Flenr,  91i 

Fhnr  f/r  Ly»,  225  IK,  226,  313 


h'ltnrun,  276,  211  and  ik,  280,  312 
Flo.-iting  batteries,  75,  207,  391,  392,  511 
Floljert,  Brigadier-Geuenil  <le,  22ii  ami  n.. 

230 

Flom,  504^  103  Ua  520  n. 
Florr,  271^  312 

Florida,  lia      2^  254,  269.  270,  371,  111 
Florida.  Gulf  of.  135.  311 
Fhrimtnl,  191^  300 
Flushing,  2iil 
"  Fiate,"  "  En,  5311  a. 
Fly,  231  n^  23fi  and  n. 
Fog.  141.  163.  182.  189.  250.  366.384.  489. 

I  ma 

Folkestone,  lii 
Fulkritone,  210 

Fontaineblcau,  Treaty  of.  fill;  Preliminaries 

of  {jeace  signed  at,  253 
FookR,  Rear- Admiral  William,  4.54 
Foote,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  EUiward  James,  352 
Forlies,  Captain  Hugh,  123 
.  Forlies,  Admiral  of  tlie  Fleet  Hon.  John, 
i     96, 158,  505 

I  Forbin,  Captain  de,  54ti  n..  550  n. 
Fonl,  Hear-Admiral  John,  497  n.,  520  a* 
Foreign  service,  British  naval  ollicers  in, 
340.  311 

Formation,  Bad,  of  Byron's  fleet,  435.  439 
I  FormidahiU,  202,  313 
I  FuriniiiuMe,  218       jilO.  415,  417,  Ua  n^ 
419,  421.  424,  42.'..  5-'0  ik,         n31j  532 
Forrest,  Ca)>tain  Arthur,  hm  and  n^  166. 

233,  245.  294.  30e 
Forrestal,  Ca|>tain  Don,  135  n. 
Forrester,  Mark,  25H 
Fort  Beau  Sejour,  111 
Fort  Bougee-Bougee,  Lfil 
Fort  liourbon,  Davis  Strait,  318 
Fort  Charles,  Davis  Strait,  311i 
Fort  Cliarlotte,  St.  Lucia,  130 
Fort  Churchill,  31il 
Fort  Cumberland,  1£1,  llifi 
Fort  Diego,  Florida,  2iia 
Fort  Duquesne,  HI 
Fort  E.hvanl,  205 
Fort  E(iward,  New  York,  389,  320 
Fort  Lee,  3K4.  3afi 
Fort  Louis,  Senegal,  187 
Fort  Mancinilla,  Cartagena,  69, 12 
Fort  MitHin,  Mud  Island,  391, 322 
Fort  M<M>Ka,  270 

Fort  Moultrie,  372.  373,  379,  3bii. 
Fort  Punta,  Havana,  24i> 
Fort  Koviil,  Giia-k-louyie,  203 
Fort  Royal,  Maniiiu|ue,  20L  203,  243,  4i9. 

38—2 
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431.  4.}'-'.  433.  452.  45?^.  463.  46r>.  468. 

480,  4RL  482. 1^3  n.,  484.  488.  510.  &1H 
Fort  Salvatore,  >Ien*iiia,  32 
Fort  Sail  Antonio,  San  Seb«i<tinn,  201 
Fort  Saij  Felii*.  OartageiiH,  6lt,  111 
Fort  San  .Tooe,  CartA<icna,  (59,  12 
Fort  Snn  Lazar,  Carta<;etiar*>!'.  73.  lA 
Fort  San  Lorenzo,  Cliagres,  fil^  li2 
Port  San  Luih,  Cartagena,  (>9.  70.  71. 12 
Fort  Santiago,  CartACPna,  fiy^  Hi 
Fort  San  S«ba«tiau,  Vijjo,  2ii2 
Fort  St.  DavW,  (Cii.Wal<.rc),  119.  122.  131. 

132.  UiO.  174.  HI :      fi/*r<  Cuiiaalore 
Fort  St.  Oeorse,  (  Ma<lra»):      «/»o  Mmlran, 

17L  iiiii 
Fort  Ste.  Margiierit*.  £il 
Fort  Tanna,  IM 
Fort  WuMhingtun,  3?iL  ^liili  ^Mi 
Fort  William.  (Calcutta).  1112 
Fort  York,  liayes  River.  31^4 
Forte  dr  Xanti  (?),  3iii 
Fortcscue,  Captain  William,  188.  218  n.. 

23i  n^23in. 
Forth,  Firth  of,  2a2 
FortitxuU,  343,  ^  u.,  ail 
Fortune,  \M      \^  lilH  n^  2111i 
Fortvnee,  lill      iUii  n^  '>?() 
Foudroytnit,  U&       Utl  lu^  18^  189,  190, 

222  n^  212  II:,  313,  ii^i 
/'ot4i^u*-Mx,  121  n^  ilL  Mil  ^ 
Four  Bank,  The,  2^  221,  iiH 
Foitry,  2llii  IK,  212  11.  21ii  n^,  308,  31L 

31fl 

Fowke,  Captain  Thori«.  80,  2Qfi  lu,  2Ifi 

Fowke,  General,  147 

Fowkett,  Coinnjander  Henry,  lii 

Fox,  la  n..311.  415, 125 

Fox,  Right  Hon.  Charlets  Jame*',  311 

Fox.  Captain  Thonian,  12G,  121  128. 

129.  2ii3  and  ti. 
France,  211  and  il.  42.  47.  48.  49,  .W.  51^  'i8. 

59,89,  108,  nOj  117-119.  124.  132.  138, 

110.  1I>3,  238,  2filj  322,  354,  3Ili 
Franco,  Isle  de         aho  MauritiuB),  119. 

lM.308,liIL  543.  545.  Iill» 
Franciw,  Captain  Thomas,  22ll  n..  a. 
Frankfurt,  Treiity  of.  iili 
Fraukland.  Vice-Aihniral  Henry :  formtrhj 

Henry  Cromwell,  505  n..  allli  ii- 
Frankland,  Admiral  Sir  Tlionias,  Bart.,  145. 

164,  2<;()  au.l  IK,  279,  ;i90,  oliii 
Frederick  IV.,  Kini;  of  I>enmark,  2liiL 
Frederick,  King  of  Sw&len.  41  u, 
Frederikhhald,  11 
French  aggression*,  l.tK-140 
French  c<»a»t»<,   Exjxslitions  against  the, 

171.  172.  173.  1!>0-196.  231.  •':K\--Kv: 
French  men-of-war  fitted  out  .it*  prit'ateerB, 

•280 

French  jKtliteneM.  to  (."aitlaiu  Cook,  :<52 
Frcfthwater  (^ove,  LouihlH)urg,  183  | 
Friedricii  nf  lUvhen-CacH'I.  King  of  Swe"1eu, 

lllL 


FrigHten,  7,  8,  33ll 
Friftonne,  231  U. 

Frogtuere,  Captain  Rowland,  96,  IM 

Kromcntiircn,  Captain  «Je,  127  n..  128 

Frozen  Strait,  3111.  ^ 

Frye,  Lieutenant  (icorge,  (Mar.).  lUi 

Fuerfr^,  272,  311 

Fulta,  m 

Fundy,  R-iy  <>f.  1118 

FunnclM  of  a  firechip,  ii, 

FurieHJC,  'M 

Furtuio  ,  1^  188, 215  iL,  231  Ha  23fi  n„  3H» 
Funieaux.  <  'a|>tain  Tobiaii,  373 
Funiivull,  Lieutenant  William,  5Da  ii. 
Furzer.  Captain  .lohn,  34,  310 

Gaiiarkt,  Admiral,  94,  96,  IQI 
GaharuH  Bfiy,  115.  168.  182 
(lagc,  Captain  John,  86,  88,  31ii 
<lage.  General  Thomas,  204 
Galapft'ioti  Islauils  318 
Galatee,  313 

Galbraith,  Captain  Jjuncs,  171,  246  n. 
Galem,  31 
Oahfa,  IL 

(lalicia,  H  lu,  12  and  n^,  15  and  n^  310.  314 

Galifet,  Ca|it4iiQ  de,  ii50  u. 

GalisKonni^re,  A<lmiral  de  La,  139,  142,  lia 

IL,  149,^  150.  liil  n„  152 
Galle,  Vice-Adinirnl   Morard  de,  54ft  n.. 

550  n. 

Galleoll^  (ftf  alto  Treasure  ships),  44,  45. 

46.  .54.  6L  241.  246.  323 
GallcvK.  33,  34,  37,  38,  84,  269,  270.  273, 

314.  391,  400,  402,  Hlfi  n^,  112 
Galvanic  .iction  on  coppered  ships,  Eflect« 

of,  LL33li 

Gambier,  Vice-Admiral  James  (1),  2Q1  n,» 
202.  21ii  IK,  233,  231     a2li  M'itifi 

Gambier,  AdmirAl  of  the  Fleet  James  {2\. 
L<»rd,  IfMi  IL 

Onngat,  340 

G«ng«i,  River,  161,  201 

(laujani,  Ml 

Garxliner'.=  Bay.  471, 

(lardiner,  Captain  Arthur,  111*  n^,  150.  156,. 
157.  Ifiil 

(laniner.  Admiral  Sir  Alan,  Lord,  434.  474 

n..  :'>'-Hl 

(Jiirganta,  (Captain  t>on  F.,  211  n- 
Oarlatid  or  (Juardland,  21  and  D„  31 
Garonne.  River,  HI 
Garrecocha,  Captain  Don,  135  n. 
Oaiicoigtic.  Captain  Biiwar^i,  212  n^  215  n.« 
21iilL 

Gascoigne,  of  the  Carron  Foundry,  Mr.,  332 
(Jascoigne,  Captain  John,  iMi 
Gashry,  Francis,  3, 1 
G,a8|>ee,  184 
Gaspir,  22d 

Ga^itrien,  l>oatswain  of  the  Cheiterfieid,  Mr.» 

287,  2lJ2i 
GaUk,  Cai>e  de,  iil 
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Gates,  Major  (hter  General  U.S.A.).  2i3, 
47-2 

Gaytou,  Admiral  Clarke,  2£il     202»  iifili 
Gayton,  Hear- Admiral  George,  u^, 

Geary,  Admiral  Sir  Francis,  UarU,  168, 

an»i  iL,  23L  27H,  477,  afiS 
Geddee,  Captain  Alexander,  i 
Gell,  Atltiiiral  .lolm,  ^LUn.,  ddI  il 
Generals  of  Marines,  215.  'J22. 
Genoa,  85.  118.        1ST,  213 
OentilU.  illl  n. 

GoorRc  Lj  Kins,  'iii,  2L  30,  47,  Iti 
George  TT.,  King,  ;iO.  48.  uO»       Qfi,  10;".. 
105.  231 

George  III.,  Kini:,  2aL  21^  213.  iiiia 
George,  Lake,  l?<i5.  2uo.  354.  350.  3iill 
George's  Bank.  Hil 
Georgetown,  Grenada,  435.  43t> 
Georgia,  372.  41L  442.  il2 
Geraldinc,  Captain  Don  N.,  iUi 
Geriab,  LLL  lil 

German  mercenaricB  in  America,  359.  3('ti. 

German  troop«  in  UritiHh  shijus,  22. 
Grrnminr,  520  n. 

GibralUr,  4.  32,  42,4(1,  4S,  5!i.  «6,  HSJ.  iU. 
104.  107.  110.  147.  148.  l.'l,  t.'H,  154. 
155.  157.  ino.  lO'.i.  liMj,  ^LLL  ^  215, 
270.  281.  2'J2.  327.  3'.>4.  3'i.i.  447,  448. 
440.  451.  4«'J.  477.  502,  503.  504,  540- 
543, 

GibnUUir,  12,  80,  83.  211,  212  ii„  215,  217, 

335.  44t>.  iS2  afiSn. 
Gideon,  Ca|.tain  Solomon,  til  il. 
Gidoin,  Kcar-Ailmiral  John  I^ewin,  40fi  n,. 

iiii  n^,  alii  n^  iai  n- 
GilchriKt,  Captain  James,  ]A&       2!'6.  207. 

:m 

Gil  lam,  the  voyager,  318 

Glandevez,  Coiumwlore  de,  148  n..  I  tlt 

Glasgow,  iO 

Glasgow,  212  ik,  2ill  U- 

"  GlaKtie«."  3<i" 

Glenshiel,  4D 

fHoire,  123      i2ii  n^  308,  312 

Gloria  Ciistle,  54j  5^,  57 

Oloruux,  &i      •-'  1  s  n..  415,  451,  531.  532. 

033  and  u. 
Olorioso,  (j,  285,  303,  311,  31a 
Olnri/,  335 

aiouwster,  Lil  m.  310,  320,  321,  323 
Glover,  Captain  li<jnavia,  473.  474 
Glover*  ballad,  ' Admiral  Uosier's  GhoMt,' 

iiin. 
Goa,  303,  311 

Goat  Inland,  Newi«jrt,  4C'2.  IM 
G«ccocea,  Captain  Don  J.,  31 
Godsalve,  Captain  Henry, 
Ooe«,  la 

G(>Rland,  Battle  of,  311  n. 
Golbtou,  lii  n» 
Gombrouu,  2ik> 


"  Gondola*,"  35y.  300, 31i2  and  3G5,  36«3. 
3G7, 31.8 

•  longee,  l<»3 

Gonzales,  Captain  lion  Antonio,  31 
Gonzales,  Capt.ain  the  Marques,  '247  n. 
Gooilall,  Adnnral  Samuel  Grauston,  24(>  n., 

415.       n..  520  n..  alia 
Goo  ily,  <iO,  li2  n.,  IQ  IL 
Gix^strev,  Captain  William,  '20(1  n.,  '24fi  n., 

21il 
(Jurr.um,  21 

Gordon,  Captain  Thomas  (/«^<t  Vice- 
Admiral  in  the  Hussian  service),  13  and  n. 

Gorilon,  Captain  Thomas  (2),  311 

Gordon,  Rear-Admiral  William,  '20^  n., 
222  afiii 

Gorvc  (Giieree),  18G-18!>.  2M 

Gosport,  lilli  iij  2511 

Gothenburg,  22il 

Gotho,  Captain,  111  u. 

Gottdt-ruk;  ILL 

Gough,  Ciipt^iin  William,  1.5G.  '227  and  Ut 
Governor's  Island,  382.  3S4 
Gowunus  Cove,  383 

Gower,  Bear-Aiinunil  Hon.  John  Leveson, 

2i:i  IK,  415,  iifll 
GnuifUf  ,  148  n.,  212  il 
Gramme,  Atlmiral  Alexander.  UlU  n^  12H  n., 

505  IL 

Gmf'tvn,  33,  34,  3^  m  n^  lii,  Ulll,  197, 
lilii  and  n^  'iMi  lu,  434,  437,  438. 

43!t.  iiU  n„ili2 

(irahani,  Captain  Mit^'hell,  231  IL 

Gmmoiit,  I83j  212  n^  2113,  312 

Gramj-us>,  '274,  31ii  (2X  312 

Gram!  I'ul  de  Sac,  STXucia,  420, 132 

Grand  Gidevii,  2113 

•  iran<l  Inland,  3<i3 

Grande  Terre,  Guadcloujie,  '203 
Gr;»ndirre,  Captain  de  La,  4 1 5.  iil2  U- 
i  {rant.  Captain  Charles  Cathcart,  240. 211  ru, 
■301  IL 

Grant,  (u-neral  James,  i'-iO,  43'2 
Granvdle,  2iil 
Granville,  Earl,  11 

firasse,  Vice- Admiral  Comte  de,  369.  .'^85. 
405.  4 13.  182-188.  4!>4.  4'.).'>-,o02,  509- 
518.  51U-5.35,  5:{8.  530.  /LSTSls 

Grjuise-Tilli,  Captain  de,  415 

(irave,  CHunnodore  Ileuilrik,  211 

(jravt*,  (^'aptain  David,  4'.>2  n..  407  n. 

Graves,  Admiral  Samuel  (1),  171.  •"tti5 

Graven,  (.'aptain  Samuel  (2),  552 

Grave*,  I!e«ir-Adudral  Thomas  (1^  IQ 

(jravt  s,  Adnural  Thomas  (2),  Lord,  21&  n., 
■218  n.,  250j  251,  2111  njlll  and  n„  1^2 
iii.  i^G,  405-.502.  508,  512,  Qlil 

Graves,  Admiral  Sir  Thonuis  (3),  3115  n.. 
4'.>7  II.,  5 1 3  n.,  5'20  u. 

ttravelines,  '25H 

Graveseiid,  3-0,  335 

Gravesend  Hay,  New  York,  3S3 
1  Gravier,  (,'aptain  de,  IMi 
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Greeuc,  finieral,  I'.S.A^  472 
Grwnhill,  Ueiirv,  1 
Grwnwirh,  15G^  425,  Mi 
Oftnwich,  59,  60j6L62,iaiL,Ilina 
ir>5  J)^  1G6,  274,  275j  276,  m,  m  311. 

Greenwich  Hospital,  IS,  3i2. 
Grt«nww>»l,  Captain  Wiiliain,  2Mii- 
Gre^ory,  Captain  Tlionms  (l).  HG.  iiii  and  ii, 
Gre-^orj-,  Captain  Thotnai*  (2).  ill! 
Grenudji,  244,  254,  43ii  i3a  IL,  438,  440. 

473, 4Sh 
GrenaileR,  H 

GrenadincB,  Tlic.  244,  2il 
Grenvilie,  Rt.  Hon.  Georiii',  2,  3,  18.  Sl^ 
Grenvillp-,  ('aptain  ThoinaK,  12ii  r-?(» 
Ortyhound,  111  ii„  LLiii  22fi  lu,  24:i  il,  •2f<2. 

310.  312.  iM.  nx 
Griei:,  AJniiral  Samuel,  (Hnssian  Navv), 

340. 34 1  ana  n. 
Griflin,  A<hiiiral  Tlioma*.  (J)^  120,  122,  124, 

131.  27G,  277.  565 
Griftiu,  Commander  ThomaB  (2),  Lili  u, 
GHflin,  or  (/n/foH,  34.  201  Bii  31l.aiii 
Griflitli,  Captain  Walter  Qi  IM IL,  liHi  i^. 

Ilia      434,  ii>2i 
Grinmo,  Admiral  Don  F.  do,  21 
Groix.  Isle,  124,  3QI1 
Gro*  Tlet  Bay,  St.  Lucia,  132,  403,  IHI 
Gn)ve,  Comniamler  Thomas  SaiinderB,  Mil  lu 
Ouadeloiii*.         203,  210,  254,  428.  4G3, 

4ti8.  521,  522.  524.  525. 
Ouiulflonjtr,  or  (tuadalouju;  305  n..  4!i'.>  n.. 

5311 

GuantAnamo,  Punto,  lii  il 

Guarda  Contiu*.  ^02,  263,  gjVI,  265,  ilQ 

Guanlinn,  143 

Gtiav,  ComniO«)ore  Conite  dii,  \21  ik,  142. 

28?! 

Gu^rin,  M.  L«on,  quoted,  222  ii. 
Guernsey,  310 

Qutru»ey,  11  u,,  96.  169,  170.  212  and  u,, 

213.  3>4  IL 
Guerrera,  Captain  Don  Francisto.  Ill 
Gtierrifr,  IM  n^  212  iLi  213,  5al 

GtJevara,  Hear-Admiral  I>>n  Baltliaznr  de, 

34,  36.  37,  an 
Guichcii,  R«ir-Admiral  Comt*  de,  415.  44.'< 

au.l  u^  ^  iM^  i^^i  iilL  iiBi  IMj  iii^i 
466.  4(;s.  n;;',  ITO.  478.  480.  4HH.  504, 

GuiUnume  Tell,  '2M 

Guinea,  169,  259.  2fia 

Guipuscou,  .314 

Guipuscoarui,  llH  n. 

riuirlunde,  193,  .W,  215  £2} 

Guiw,  General  John,  63.  (id  n^  70.  Ill 

Gunlwats,  on  the  .\mcrican  lakoa,  362. ; 

at  Gihrjiltar.  503 
Guurieet,  The,  43 
Gun-locks.  Oiil 
Gunners,  lO^  111  rLi  1 12  n. 


(Tunncry  exerciMC,  54,  3.S3 
Gunner}-,  Poomews  of  French,  549.  552 
Guns,  burstins  of,  180,  305.  2011 
Guns,  Naval.       12,  ■'t:tO-.^:U 
Gunwh.irf,  Portsmouth,  34 .{ 
Gwvnn,  Captain  Richanl,  125  il.  212  n.,. 
21111 

Gylilenlovc,  I'lrich  Cliristian,  ^ili  and  n„  21 
/Innrlriit,  5iL 

Haarlem  River :  grt  Harlem  River 

Hnckman,  Cnjitain  Janics.  31 1 

Haddock,  Admiral   Nicholas,  34.  49.  50 

and  n^  65,  6G,  67,  SO,  2IU 
Haddock,  Captain  Richard  (2),  3 
Haddock,  Captain  William,  SI 
HatlleyV  Quadrant,  10,  LJ 
Hague,  The,  31i 
Haiti :  «•*•  San  Domingo. 
Hakluyt  Society,  The,  2253 
Haldane,  Ca|>tain  Rolwrt,  224,  225 
Hale,  Captain  John,  235^,  211i  ik,  299,  211 
Half-jiay,  19.  104.  21Q 
Half-|>a)' ofticers :  proposal  to  subject  them 

to  martial  law,  17,  lt>4 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  141,  167,  168,  169, 

172.  18-.'.  2(V^.  210.  251.  289.  311.  327. 

3.')(>.  :i71.  :!7'.'.  .•j'.i7.  AM 
rialifax,  1^3,  2DG  il 
Halifax,  George,  Earl  of,  2 
Hall,  Richard,  2 
Uamhlin,  Robert,  lii 
Hamilton,  Captain  Archibald  (2),  24. 
Hamilton,  Captain  (Jeorge,  2116  2fM 
Hamilton,  Captain  Jame«  (2},  'j^'i.  iiil 
Hamilton,  Captain   Sir  John  Bart., 

415.  414  IL 

Hamilton,  Lieutenant  ,  (Mar.X  322 

Hamond,  Ca]i>tAin  Sir  Andrew  Snapo  (1). 

Bart,,  32L  343,  39L  ^  n- 
Hampden,  Richard,  2 
Nawpfhirf,  225,  226.  24fi  n. 
Hampton  Court,  41  n^i  §ii  §§i  §^  ^ 

Ill]L,7l,Z2iIii!Lil52n^  189,  234 

2:its  liili  n^  250,  2!iG  and~na  267,  276- 

27-H,  2fc;in^  225 
Hancock,  3t'i5 
Hands,  Israel, 

Hankerson,  Captain  Thomas,  20ii  n^  22fi  n.. 

242  IK,  245  IL,  24fi  n. 
Hannibal,  54ii  and  n„  55Q  il,  563  n. 
Hatmover,  Kvils  of  the  connection  with,  27, 

iili 

Hannover,  Treaty  of,  12 

Hanwav,  Captain  Thomas,  4, 125      121  lu^ 

3211  (2^ 
llappyiiA  45 
Happy  1,'elurn,  317 
JJnrd'i,  19L  5li3  IL 
Hanishi|«  of  naval  life,  21^  22 
iianlv,  Vice-Adn»iral  Sir  Charles  (1),  41  u,, 

89,'  91,  107,  274,  441  u. 
Hanly,  Admiral  Sir  Charles  (2),  Kt.,  167. 
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ir>8.  169,  172^  182,  1H4,  IM  IL, 

232,  2:«,  23y,  252,  2H0,  iU.  440,  uliii 
Hardy,  Vice- Admiral  Sir  fhomafs  21i 
Harland,  Admiral  Sir  Itobcri  ^2)j  Bart., 

Lil      212      287»  415,  418,  4H»,  420, 

42L  ilii,  436,  ilifi 
Harlem  River,  382,  384,  3iJa 
Hanuan,  Capuiu  William,  2Q1  lu,  202.  ^ 
Haruioud,  Captain  Harry,  434.  454  n..  50it 
Hannood,  Commander  James,  '-4rt 
Harris,  Captain  Barrows,  21 
Harri«,  Captain  Willi-im,  302,  ill 
Harris,  J.,  nhipbuilder,  32ii 
Harriivou,  Qeur)<e,  isnuiggler,  LI 
HarriBun,  Vice- Admiral  Henry,  I2an..  121  XL. 
Harriaon,  Capt.tin  John,  IM  n^  174  n.. 

Hil  m,  Uiii  n^  211i  IL 
HarriHon,  CapUiu  Thoma*  (2),  21S  n^,  252, 

302.  -MiH 

HarriHon,  Mr.  William,  the  chronometer 

maker,  13,  14^  32^ 
Hartwell,  Ciiptain  Brodrick,  21iS  n^  21!it 
Harvev,  Admiral  Sir  Henry  (1),  £13 

52Q"ii. 
Harwich,  12,  237,  335 
Harwich,  121)  n^  131  n^  132, 186,  ill 
Uaawell,  Capuin  Robert,  2i2  n^  2iii  n.. 

211111. 

Hatchlanda,  near  Guildford,  231 

Uatley,  Siinou,  316.  317 

HausBonrille,  General  CnMnte  d',  250.  251 

Havana,  44,  59,  67,  76,  77i  IfZL  135,  >36, 

137.  238.  245.  i-'iH^L't'.*,  'j-M'),  2;')t,  205. 

266^  26^  272,  2711,  ^  au,  ai5,  liiil 
Havihiiid,  Colonefr^*\ 
Hftvre,  Le,  193^  lU(i,  210,  224,  231,  293. 

445.  Hfi 
Hitwk,  Ifi  n^  2fili 
Ilawkf,  311,  352 

Hawke.  Admiral  uf  the  Fleet.  Sir  Edwanl 
HawkjB.  K.B.,  Ijord,  9G,  97»  100, 126-129. 
130,  137,  138,  142,  Ho,  152,  155,  1^ 
160.  169.  171.  172.  173,  190,  191,  192, 


21t>-223,  224 


  230,  231,  232, 

2.")2,  284,  287.  292, 
315  n_  135  IU 


195.  196,   

233.  234,  2,Hii,  250, 

297.  ■•«>!'.  .-'.r-',       ■i25       _  _ 

444  n,,  iiiiii 
Hawki^r,  Captain  Jamee,  212  n^  246  n., 

546  n..  552  n^^  551 
ElawkinK,  James:  see  Whitahod,  Admii-ai 

of  the  Fleet  Sir  JameH  Hawkina 
Hay,  Ca|ft«iu  William,  253 
Hayes,  A.,  xhipbuilder,  li^'t 
Hazard^  23^  .ill 
Uazarduu^,  A 1 0 
Hi»/«s  'llA  :  sir  also  Fog 
Ha/.eb<jrough  Ijand,  The,  312 
Hebe,  SHit 
Hebride*.  110, 113 

Htctor,  2l5~Ua  =^  283  lu,  416,  HI  m, 

532.  533  and  u. 
Hector,  Captain,  115 
Hell  Gate,  385,  H£l 


HemnuDgton,  Captain  John  (or  Jaii)c«), 

70, 11 
Hemp,  5 

Henley,  Commander  Sir  Robert,  Bart.,  Q2  u. 
Henry  the  Seventh'ti  Chapel,  lijil  ii. 
Henry,  Admiral  John,  5<>f) 
Henry   Fretierick,  Duke  of  Cumberliind. 

Admiral  Prince,  ■'t  t3  n..  5<'i6 
Henelow,  Sir  John,  Kt.,  32* » 
Hepburn,  Captain  David,  (Mar.)  231j 
Herbert,  Captain  Edward  {l^  272,  aiQ 
Herbert,  Captain  Itichard,  54.  55.  ti2 
//ercu/e,  lOH,  ii3Il  li. 
fferaihs,  IH),  101,  -JAA,  302,  52Q  n, 
Jlermione,  34,  224,  295,  297,  306,  30H,  312. 

m  (2).  aU  (3),  4112  11. 
Hero,  2ia  n^  23Fna  235  n^  305,  313,  516 

n.,  fill  and  n^,  548.  550  n..  ii52  554. 

563  n. 
Hrroine,  335 

I/ero$,  185,  211i  m,  220,  221,  313,  516  n^ 
312  and  n^  549,  fifiD  lu,  554i  559,  560. 
56.*^  n. 

Hervey,  Vice-Admiral  Hon.  Augufrtuti  John 
(latrr  Plarl  of  Bristol),  UH  and  n^  153, 
189.  216.  231  n^  212  n^  243,  244,  215  n., 
21fi  and  n..  248.  249.  302. 
Hervey,  Captain  John  Aui^UBtuR,  Lonl,  331! 
Her%'ey,  Captain  Hon.  William,  ti3 
Hewett,  Captain  Sir  William,  Bart.,  aiH 
Hewitt,  Captain  Sir  William,  Bart.,  2!3t> 

225.  311 
Hibcniian  Marine  Society,  312 
Hill,  Captain  Benjamin,  428.  434 
Hill,  Rear-Admiral  ChriHtopher,  5fiit 
Hill,  Mr.,  cari«nter ;  his  iuveutionK,  331 
Hind,  2£lfi      258,  310.  5111  ii. 
Hippopotame,  148  n..  151  n. 
HirondcUe,  415 

Hiapaniola,  59  and  ik,  fllj       78,^  133,  213 
Hoare  (or  Hore),  Captain  Daniel,  61,  £J2  n.. 

75,80,  311) 
Hocquart,  Captain  de,  125  d„  111 
Hnlgxon,  General  Studholui,  231  ami  n. 
Hodgson,  J.,  shipbuilder,  335 
Hodoell  {or  Hodaoll),  Captain  James,  81^  iiii 
Howlic,  llli 

Holboume,  Captain  William,  212  ii. 
Holbume,  Admiral  Francis,  140.  141,  145, 

146.  156.  167-169.  232.  239.  5ii5 
Holland,  J.,  shipbuilder,  12 
Holland,  Mih  n. 

Holland,  47,  48,  51^  91^  143,  173^  201^ 
242.  2527  253.  266.  351.  478.  502.  539> 
515 

Holloway,  Admiral  John.  151  il 

Hollwell,  Captain  John,  215  D:,  212  n^  2fii 

Holme«,  Rear- Admiral  Charlet*,  135  and  n^ 
136.  137.  144, 152  and  n„  173,  190, 195^ 
205.  206  aliTiia  208.  209.  224, 
233.  239.  245.  300,  313 

Holme^  Captain  Tancelot,  21ii  n. 

Holmea,  Tempeet,  3 


225,232, 
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lIolyLead,  Li 

Home,  Vice- Admiral  Sir  George,  lJai  t.,ial  IL 
Hume,  Hear- Admiral  Roddaiii,  £>i(i 
Houdurav,  Bay  of,  aQ 
HonHeur,  lilfi 

HiXKl,  Cai>tain  Alexander,  ■>!<"  n..  S\,\  il 
Hood,  Admiral  Alexander  Arthur,  K.B., 
Lord  Briiljxjrt,  'llh.  '^kt  Mi 

Hootl,  Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Q},  Viscount 
Hood,  'ilh  300,  aiili  and  34<L 

36'J.  471),  48I-4H7.  tLi  4'J4.  4'.'.^.  AllI 
and  41H).  5<X).  501.  502.  510-5 IH. 
^  n^  521-528,  530.532,  534-538.  alii 

Hojx?,  Capta'm  Charles  (1),  505  a. 

I  lope  well,  2lia 

Ho|j*<.iL,  Mujor-General.  ll)i!,  201.  202. 
Hoptk<nn.  Vice-Admiral  Edwanl,  42.  43.  45. 
lii  and 

Hore,  Ca|»taiii  Dauiel:  Hoare,  Captain 
Daniel 

Hornet,  144^  245,  310,  iil 

Horse  Shoe  Shoal,  Clic«ai>cake  Bay,  501 

Hosier,  Vice-Admind  Francis,  SUmi  42,  iii 

and  n^  44, 15  and  n, 
HoMiital  bhi|j«,  iil 

Hotham,  Admiral  Williiun  (1),  Lonl  Hot- 
ham,  Zil  21K>,  301,  383,  385,  387, 
lOli  m,  40S),  i^a  and  n^  42i»,  n^  4(>l>. 
5<'>~ 

Houat,  llil 

Houjjue,  Cajie  La,  U'2 

Houlton,  Kear- Admiral  Jolin,  240  n.,  454  n^ 
4li2  m,  iiJ:i  n^  aiitl 

House  carj«nlerB,  iLi 

ll>i\ve,  Adnural  of  the   Fleet,   Hon.  Sir 
Kichard.  F.arl  Howe,  141^  17L  Hi  Hi2-  i 
l'J5.  2L>i.        n.,  220,  223,  237,  23it,  252,  I 
282.  2i)l.  21KL  325,  32li,  340,  345,  350,  i 
351.  3iU>.  371.  379.  380.  31>(>.  391.  3t>4. 
3tl7.  3!i8.  3ity,  iija  and  n^  401-412.  425, 
428.  .•>3H-543.  54'.».  iilili 

ilowe.  General  Sir  William,  K.B.,  35t>.  3*10, 
370.  371.  372.  379,  3-13-387.  388.  390. 
3i»l.  392.  393.  398.  44-> 

Ho\vit/.er»,  3i;j!  and  u. 

Hudsun,  Captain  I'harleii,  49"  il 

Huilbon  lUver,  354.  3ti^»,  370.  371,  380. 382. 
384,  3H5.  380.  388.  389.  391.  392 

HudHon'B  Bay,  318-320.  aa2  ii. 

Hudson's  Bav  Comjiouy,  The,  318.  319. 
320 

Hudson's  Strait,  319 

Hughes,  Cajitaiu  C'harlc.",  iitU  n. 

Hu;;hcs,  Admiral  Sir  Kdwurd,  K.B.,  183. 

185,  2llii  n^        n^  liiil  n^  508,  Oiii 

and  n.,  518.  549-5t>4,  5fii: 
Hughes,  Cajilain  Richard  ( 1 ),  1 
Hughes,  Cajitain  Sir  Richard  (2),  Bart.,  4. 

fil      320,  327,  343,  iia  li. 
Hiii;lit>,  Adnural  Sir  Richard  (3},  Bart., 

21)0  u.,  538  and  n^  5t;7 
Iiu$;ht-:>,  Ruar-Adnural  Robert  ^1^  il 


Hughes,  Rear- Admiral  Robert  (2),  196.  201 

and  n^  202.  aiiii 
Hugli.  Iii2 
Hull,  335,  M2 
fluinbtr,  Iil2 

Hunt^  Captain  Anthony  (1),  373 
Hunt,  ('aptain  Joseph,  21o  n..  304 
Hunt,  Edward,  ii^ii 
Hunter,  145,  2lJii  n^  208,  252, 2^ 
Hurricanes :  see  Storms 
Hussar,  191^  li23  Uj,  297,  &12  (2^  335. 
404?  11, 

Hutchinson,  William,  quoted,  278,  2T9 
Hvder  Ali,  545.  549,  552.  555.  557.  5ti  1 
HyAi^,  84.  a.',  5)3.  Uli 

Ibbki'ko.s,  John,  '<i^ 
[c€,  35L  iiiili 

'*  Idlers  "  in  men-of-war,  LJ 
llfracombe,  186.  313 

lllustre,  liiH  m.  Hi  n^  557,  559,  560. 

fi<>3  11, 
Impregnable, 

lmpre»flinent,  18,  23.  140,  3 J»3 
Impress  Service,  The,  347 
Imprisonment,  '-75 

Improvements,  Xaval,  10,  13-15.  330-331. 

Inadequate  force.  Danger  of  employing,  370 
Indefatigable,  2H6 
India:  tee  East  Indies. 
Indian  auxiliariee  in  America,  3fi(> 
Inditn,  415 
Industrv,  iiliil 
In/ante,  247.  249.  315 
Infernal,  172,  l^il  n^  231  n,.  2i:i  n.,  293. 
311.546 

Indaiumables,  Alleged  use  of,  179 
Injlexible,  liliJ      313,  361^  o«2,  ili3  and  m. 

365-369. 503 
Ingletield,  Captain  John  XicholAon,  lUl  n.^ 

5 1 .'{  n..  520  n. 
Inglis,  Itear-Adiuiral  Charles  Q),  215  u^ 

513      520  n^  .568 
Inues,  Rear-Admiral  Alexander,  246  n..  54i7 
luues.  Captain  Thomas,  133  n^  135  u. 
I  Ins|iectiou  of  Dockyards  335 
I  Instructions,  Admirals',  15 
InatructiouB,  Secret,  iili 
Instructions,  Venton's,  51. 
Insurance,  Marine,  3iili 
Insuluire,  12Q  and  ii^ 
Intelligence,  Admiralty,  12^ 
Intrepid,  126,  LUi  n^  loO,  151  lu.  154i  IML 

211  and  lu,  213,  214.  '215.  211i  21fi 

299,  312, 15in^  462,  lB2n^  486,1111 

513  n. 

Intrepide,  121  n^  128,  lfi5  n^  185.  iHi 
415.  A5a 

Invasion  of  England  project«d  or  threatened, 
39^89.90,  142.  145.  196.  210.216.  261. 
115 

/H»rnciWe,  13511^  311 
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Ini'inciMe,  6^  12,  L25      182,  288, 2&6.  21}L 

311.  312.  aiSna  i&l  n~iiil     513  n. 
Inwood,  K.,  shipbuilder,  i^ih. 
Iphifjenia,  ."'"o  lu 

tphigenie,  Al.'i 
I  iMivvii-b,  &2 

Jpswieh,  8i»  122^  152  273» 

Ireland,  3l>.  110.  119.  167.  m,  216.  228. 

230,  311 
/rw,  ^  335, 

Iri»h  Ticeroy'B  yacht.  The,  3^  n. 
ImUlu,  tM),  ki  and 

/«•«,  12(5j  Luli  IK^  213  lu,  22i      301,  306, 

312.  Iil3  (4),  350,  357,  3«6.  Si. 
410.  ilia  lu,  ML  Mil  and  nj»  648,  550  n^, 
552n^  5*»0,  ML3  u. 

Islay  Island,  21!!) 
Isle  IHeu,  3LlI 
Iitle  Ban,  3^ 

Italy,  30.  6G.  84.  102.  107.  llfl 

JAt-OBiTKB,  The,  3y,  40, 13  n^  212  and  n. 
Jamaica,  13,  44»  iSTSl  nj54,  58»  59,  GO, 
filn^  G2.  03.  64.  65.  67.  75.  Ifi  and  n.. 

123, 
1H«, 
246. 
300. 
43W. 
5:J6, 


225, 
2r.3. 
310, 
473. 


79,80,88,  109,  122, 
145.  164-166.  182. 
232.  233.  239. 
264,  266. 


311. 
479. 


313. 
494. 


Ml 

502. 


■'45. 
275. 
379. 
519. 


i  I,  la  and  n^ 
124.  135.  136 
204.  224. 
247.  250. 
30(2,  y08, 

445.  470.  

537,  iiaii 
Jamaica,  144 
Janies  iBland,  312 

Jamw  River,  Virginia,  473.  488.  494.  i2fi 
Jaiu«w,  the  historian,  Williaiu,  <iuuted,  330, 
et  sri/. 

Jarues,  Mr.,  (Commodore  in  H  F-  T  Co.'ii 

Service;,  143,  144,  IM 
Janus,  473.  474 

Jtuon,  108,  125      312,  336,  i92  n^  525. 

537,  54G  n. 
Jasper,  Sergeant,  at  Fort  Moultrie,  31:1 
JekvU,  Captain  Edward,  192.  2Q1  and  n^ 

202.  235  n^  2M  n.,  248. 
Jenkins's  ears,  Richard.  50.  51.  2Sa  and  n.. 

266.  212 
Jenner,  J.,  shipbuilder,  :t;t5 
Jennings,  Admiral  Sir  Jolin,  42,  43,  2^ 
Jennings,  Captain  Thomas,  3 
Jennings,  Lieutenant-*  'olunel,  2212 
Jersey,  21ii 

Jeney,  lU  and  ik,  211, 212      2i;iO,  2iJ2 
Jervis,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  Sir  John,  K.B., 

Earl  St.  Vincent,  -JM  n^  207,  260,  415, 

443.  445.  5aji  and      53!*.  5lil 
Jesuit's  bark,  (i2 
Joannis,  Captain,  111  n. 
Jocelyn,  CapUin  Robert,  2DQ  a ,  2iQ.  0. 
Johnson,  Captain  Sir  Robert,  Kt.,  21  n^, 

261.  31Q 
Johnson,  Dr.  Samuel,  21  n^ 
Johnson,  Colonel  Sir  William,  Bart.,  141. 

204.22fi 


seii- 


•222  n. 


Johnston,  Lieutenant  William,  212  D. 
JohuKtone,  Captain  Giileuu,  iii2  49" 
Johnstone,  Captain  George,  245.  35().  545- 
>  519 

Johnstone,  Commander  James,  479  a. 
I  Joiners,  34'* 

Jolly  (or  JolleyX  Captain  Thomas,  ILIfi  n. 

Jones,  Captain  John  Paul,  CS  X.,  298.  525 

Jonquidre,  Admiral  the  Marquis  de  La,  117. 
I     124,  125  and  m,  126, 139,  281,  2ffii 

Jonquiire  de  Taffanel,  Captain  de  La,  125  Ox 

Joy,  William,  2115 

Juan  Fernandez,  310,  317,  318.  321 

Jiidge«,  The,  pronomice  iijion  Byng's 
tcnce,  158 ;  u|>on  Ctjfliii's  cane,  351 

Jumper,  Captain  Sir  William,  Kt ,  1 

Juno,  12,  34^  .35»  37,  llili      215  2 
I     305,  313  (2),  314, 103  n^i  c!i3  IL 

JunoH,  Hfi  11^  314. 115 

J upiter,  143.  546  u, 

Juste,  liia  tK,  313 

Karhkrunn,  21 

Kiuterl  mil  MtdnnhHk,  M 

Katherine  L,  £mprei>s  of  Russia,  42,  II 

Keamy,  Conmiandcr  Michael,  212  u. 

Keene,  Sir  Benjamin,  139,  155 

Keith,  Ca|>tain  Sir  Basil,  Kt,,  223  u. 

Keith,  Viscount:  see  Elphinstone,  lion. 

George  Keith 
Kemiwnfelt,  Rear- Admiral  Richard,  174  ik, 

112  n^  181,  182.  IM  11^225,  24ilni,'^ 

242.  341.  443      5»j9,  rUO,  519,  538,  i  39, 

540.  alil 

Kempthome,  Captain  Thomas,  4, 34 
Kennebec  River,  ■H5ti 

Kennedy,  Captain  Archibald  (plater  Eail  of 

Cassilis),  'iSXl. 
Ktnningtun,  167  n..  183 
Kent,  H.R.H.  Prince  Edward,  Duke  of, 

IMli. 

Kent,  33,  34^  35,  Hi  and  u ,  "3,  111  n„  78, 
12  n^  li3  n^  121  IL,  128,  129,  140,  Ifll 
and  Hi,  162,  163,  267,  2(>8,  28il  and  u„ 
311 

Kentish  Knock,  The, 

Kep]«l,  Admiral  Hon.  Augustus :  Viscount 
Kepi«l,  m  and  n^  171,  188,  189,  21ii 
^  223,  231,  232,  234-236,  238,  21fi  n^ 
247,  249.  250.  283,  284,  288.  289.  299. 
311.  324.  325.  341,  396.  397.  412-42ti. 
428. 135      lliOTO.  443.  508.  549.  565 

Keppu,  Vice-Adiiural  Georgo.  ll!<j  n.,  liMi  n. 

Kfp]jd,  Captain  George  Augustus,  520  a. 

Kermadec,  Captain  Bnron  de,  415 

Kersaint,  Conunodore  Guy  Simon  de  Cact- 
uampreu,  Comte  de,  114  ond  n^  146.  165. 
166.  169.  212  and  lu  221i  U. 

Kersaint,  \  ice- Admiral  Cumte  de,  115 

Kidd,  CapUin  Dandy,  32L> 

Kidil,  the  pirate,  258.  252 

Killeil  in  action  in  the  Seven  Yuan*  War , 
Seamen  and  Marines,  332 
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KilriKit  Point,  2211 

Kintf  <jior<ft,  2H5.  '-?K4i 

King,  Admiral  Sir  Kiclinni  (\\  Bart.,  KS'J. 

201  IL,  239,  2il      5i5  nToiil}  n..  S.'il. 

fia2  alii 
KiugV  College,  Caiiiliriil)4e,  Cha|«l  of,  2i2 
Kingjitl.er,  140,         liil  an<i  n^  162,  201 

KingHniill  {previomlti  Brice),  Admiral  Sir 

Robert,  Bart,,  '^ri^ilh 
Kingsale,  230,  2^^^  2ly 
Kingmie,  lllL; 

Kiug*ton,  84.  9<i.  i'H.  lia  n..  21ii  ti..  221  n.. 

251.  213 
Kintiber$;en,  Ca)it.tiii  van,  uQil  ii. 
Kirk,  Cajifain  Robert,  ILtfi       308,  ail 
Kirkc,  Ca])tnin  Juniets  'il'^  n..  214.  'i'V-j  u. 
Kitlerv,  110 
Kjiifie  liay,  21 

KnatchbuU,  Captain  Charlc*,  482  n..  4fi"  n.. 

fiia  n.,  a2a  n. 
Knight,  Captain  .I<jhn  (IX  221  n^  23ti 
Knight,  Admiral   Sir  John  (2),  1^2  iLi 

SI 3  n^  52011. 
Knight,  Rear -Admiral   Sir  Joseph,  Kt., 

m  iLi  188,  211i  n^  343j  sifiii 
Knight,  Captain  Richard,  223  IL 
Knight,  Captain  William,  27i^.  '6Mi 
Ktii;_'litoii,  Captain  FranciH,  31 
Kn^wU-:*,  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Bart.,  23, 

5Lfilftndn^02i(54,68,72,73,  85-88. 

112.  124.  130.  132-137.  146,  171,  2«7, 

294.  315.  340.  5i>.5 
KnowleK,  Commander  Edwanl,  1112 

Ladrone  Island^,  32ii 

Lafayette,  General,  46iL  lilfi 

Laforey,  Admiral  Sir  John,  Bart.,  184.  185, 

2Qfi  IL,212  IK,  i2l(2)j  311  and  ik,  415. 

417.  l2lB^12an.,  5ftl 
Lage  de  Cucilli,  Captain,  ild 
Lage,  the  privateer,  M.  de,  280.  lilil 
Lago*S  211,  2Hn,  n. 
La  Guayra,  h:>,  fs':,  Hti 
Lake,  Captain  Thomaa,  118, 131  u. 
Lakeo,  Cnmpoigii  on  the  American,  353 

Lalandelle,  Captain  de,  550 IL 
Lallv,  Baron  de  Tolleudal,  General  Conite  de. 
1«4.  174.  170,  177, 181,  199,  200,  3M  il 


Lanibnrt,  CapUiiti,  Hi::  u. 
Lambart,  Brigadier-General  Hamilton,  235. 
23fi 

Lambert,  Captain  Robert  Alexander,  321 

Lampraavy,  17().  177.  178 

Lanm*ttr',lM  [l,  liil  ti^  201  lu,  295,  29*5, 

ai2 

Lan<r!»  End,  2i9,  250,  338,  5311 
Laugara,  Admiral  l>on  Juan  de,  449,  451 
Laugdon,  Rear-Aihnirnl  William,  lli5aud  n.. 
5()7 

Laugrid}!e,  251! 
Langunloc,  4 OH,  1211 


Lapeili^re,  Captain  de,  55Q  u, 

Litrk,  276,  2f4ii  and  m,  310,  4ll2 

Larr.  Ca)itain,  125  u, 

Lascars  in  the  Navy,  177.  225 

Latham,  (Japtain  Thomas,  liil  ik,  1 74  El* 

Ulln- 
Latonti,  54">5  n..  540 

Lau<!htun,  ProlcKsor  J.  K.,  R.N.,  quotol, 

22i>  IK,  296,  2111 
Launrfston,  115.  231  ii„  310 
hturri,  479  u. 
Law,  Naval,  350,  351 

Ijawrence,  Captain  Peter,  70,  123  ik,  273, 
310 

Lawfi,  Captain  Williani,  71^  2611 

Lea,  Commander  Willian),  80,  276.  31 0 

I^ale,  Lord  :  trr  Fitzgerald,  Loni  Cha^!e^ 

l^cckv,  Mr.  W.  E.      quoted,  51 

Le  Cfius,  Cai)tain  E<lwaiti,  201  and  n^  203. 

235  mj 326,  321 
Lede,  Slarques  de.  32,  37,  3B 
F..ee,  Vice- Admiral  Hon.  Fitzroy  Henry.  122 
Lee,  Captain  Thoinaj*  (IX  23ti 
Lee,  William,  3 
Leeu'venhortt,  ill 

Leewarxl  I«lan.'^  5L  88,  122,  124,  137,  142, 

145.  KM.  ISM,  196.  201-20:<.  224. 

225.  2ili         -Sj^  ;^i5.  300,  311, 327, 

427.  440.  445.  448.  469.  53li 
Leeward,  Reasons  for  engaging  from.  214, 

408. 120 :  disadvantageft  of  engaging  fr»>m, 

in  narrow  waters,  3<?3.  364. 3lilt;  engaging 

from,  449,  11!0 
Legge,  Captain  Hon.  Edward,  54i  1^ 

284.  320 

Legge,  Captain  George,  111  HI 

Legge,  Hon.  Henry  Bilwn,  3 

Legge,  ( a]>tain  Julian,  20Q  n.,  22ii  n.. 

■1X{      242  n^  245  n^  246  n. 
Leghorn,  48,  292, 311 
Leith,  505  u. 

LempriJre,  Captain  Thoma*,  211i  ii- 
I/endrick,  l/aptain  John,  211i 
I,cnio,  Captain  Don  Francisco,  31 
Lenox,  34,13  n^llina53,81,123  atul  n^ 

135  and  n^  136.  200  m.  210  m.  26L  268. 

280.  311 
I^noeA  in  lighthouMfi,  238 
I  Leopard,  13  n..  la 
Leo]>ard,  313 

Leslie,  Captain  Lachlin,  86,  201  and  ii* 
Letilie,  General,  488 

Lew,  Admiral  Don  BU»  de,  59, 6L  69,  H  n. 
Lestock,  Adnnral  Riclianl  (2),  34i  ^ 

70,71,  73,  75,  80-84.  92-TU7.  118.  119. 

257.  283. 123 
LetterB  of  Marque  (*«  also  Re]>riiuiU).  52 
Lemnt,  212  n. 
Leviathnn,  3S>H  n. 
Levis,  M.  de,  221 
Levifi,  Point,  201 

LirhJxM,  10  n^  76,  80,.  188,  31L  312 
Licurut,  165  il. 
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Liddell,  Dennin,  3 

Lieiitenant-Generals  of  Mnrinc«(,  223 
Lieutenants,  lii,  20,  22^  103,  330,  211 
LighthouBcs,  14j  15^  108.  338 
LichtA,  33  and  n^  33ti 
Lightning,  31 1 
Li);litning  conductors,  238 
Lightflhip8,  111 
Ligon<li8,  Captain  d«,  115 
Lima,  30ii  31B 

Lindi«av,  Kear-Admiral  Sir  John,  K.B.,  18;), 

'^ii^207,21fiai.248.338.31I  and^ 

115,561 
Line,  Breaking;  the,  531^  532 
Line-of-battle,  Use  and  abuse  of  the,  38. 81- 

83.  97.  105.  125.  127.  128.  I3fi.  149.  IRQ. 

154,  156,  174,  175,  17M.  Hi*.  I'M, 


IIH, 


210.  42.'].  4f;0-4ft2,  467.  468. 131 


Line  of  bearing,  558 
Lingen,  Captain  Joseph,  LJi 
Linzee,  Captain  John,  IQG  n^  52Q  n- 
Linze«,  Admiral  Robert,  520  ii. 
Lion,  64,  6G,  IQ  n^  110,  UL  1-21     HS  ik, 
ISl  IL,  '.iiil  IL,  202,  20^  21:;      liia  IK, 
2r.4,  270.  2li3      308,  iiii,  434,  437,  438, 
4 :<'■*.  llii 

Lisbon,        50,  54,  62,  63^  9L  107,  245, 

295.  301.  302.  322 
Lisle,  Captain  William,  122,  131  and  n„ 

132.  143.  311 
Lissa,  202 

Littleton,  Vice-Admiral  James,  4,  32  n. 
Livrl^,  86,  87,  H8,  108,  12Q      131  u„  225, 

226.  272,  313.  415 
Liverjool,  335,  338 
Livrrnoot,  tu 

Lizard,  The,  65.  310.  311.  813.  444.  604. 
52Qn» 

Litard,  2Q!in^226  n„233na242na21fi 
n^  299.  Iil2  51311, 


Lloyd,  Commander 


415 


Lloyd,  Captain  James,  96,  104 
LloVd,  Vice-Admiral  John  (2X  131 

liaiK,aM 
Llovd,  Captain  Thomas  (1),  419  n. 
Llo^d.  William  Q),  212  n^  5fifi 
Lloyd's  List  of  lo«»6»  and  captures,  1775-83, 
■396  a, 

Lobb,  Commander  Jacob,  181 
Lochaber,  lU,  113 

Lockhart,  John :  «rr  Hues,  8ir  John  Luck- 

hart,  Bart. 
Locmaria,  Point  de,  235 
Loggie,  Captain  Jame^t,  230  n..  30<i 
Loire,  River,  313 
Loirf,  298, 313 
London,  339 

London,  Recognition  of  public  services  by 

the  Citv  of,  ail 
London,  103,  187,  311, 491i  422  iL,  421  and 

p..  499,  5QQ  n- 
Londonderry',  222 
Long,  Captain  Robert,  71.  96.  Ifll 


I  Long  Islaml,  Charleston,  372 

Long  Island,  Lake  Cham]ilain,  363 
'  Lon«  Island,  New  York,  382, 383,  385,  397, 

409,  471,489,  425 
'  Lonc;croft,  Captain  Edward,  .365 
Lonsford,  Lord :  trr  Pakenham,  Captain 

Hon.  Edward  Michael 
Longitude,  Discoverv  of  the,  13,  14,  't:w 
'  I^ngueville,  M.  de,  "ill 
I^ongshifiH*  Light,  •H3H 
Looe,  34,  3113 
'  iMrd  Clivr,  251.  252 
Lorient,  118,  224,  283,  225 
Loring.  ('aptain  Jowhua,  205.  228  and 
Lotis  of  life  in  the  Seven  Years'  War,  255 
LotiMW  of  sliijiH,  310-315.  •'<!>*>  u. 
Loudoun.  General  the  Earl  of,  144.  166. 

167.  IW.  J  i2,  204 
Louis  XV.,  King  of  France,  138 
Louisht»urg,  109,  110,  113-115,  11(5, 
122.  140,  14L  145,  167-169.  170. 
182-l¥r  2057  2-M.  -'--'s,  251.  289, 
297.  299.  311.  312,  m 
IjOuithourg,  31 1 
Louisiana,  25.'t.  254 
lA)up,  '^84 

Lovett,  ('a]itain  John,  2fi 
Lowettoft,  211ti  n^  208,  221  and  n^ 
Lowfield,  Commander 


293. 


311 

24fin^ai2 


Lowther,  Colonel,  (Mar.),  63  n. 
Li>wther,  the  buccaneer,  61,  IH 
Logal  C'tnvrrt,  361 
Lucas,  Captain  Richard,  &2Q  IL 
Lucas,  Major,  81 
Ludlo'if  CiutU,  12,  201  u.,  281 
Lumley,  Captain   Hon.  Thomas  Charles, 

541i  n^  550.  Ua  552  n^  atiO 
Lunars,  338 
Lunette,  415 
Lurcher,  241i  n^  242 
Lushington,  Captain  Franklin,  86,  ti8 
Luttrell,  Hon.  John:  ser  Olmius,  Captain 

Hon.  John  Lvittrcll. 
Lutwidge,  Admiral  Skeflington,  3821 

Lutwidge,  Lieuu>uant  ,  lfi3 

'  Luzon,  241 

Lyme,  211,  212  n,.  259,  291,  298,  311  (2) 
I  Lynn,  Captain  ThomB8.i201  and  2037232 
I  Lynn,  Dr. ;  his  still,  331 

Lynn,  34^> 
■  Lynn,  •.j.S4 
Lynnhaven  Bay,  493,  42fi 
Lyns,  23H 

Lyons,  Mr.  Isaac,  338 
Z-y*.  120  IL.  121,  ilL  142.  ^  312  (2) 

Macao,  317.  323 

Macartney,  ( 'aptain  John,  209, 22fi  ik,  505  u. 
Macarty,  Captain,  122  n- 
Macbridc,  Admiral  John,  333.  346.  413  n.. 

■fl5,  505  u- 
M*Cliverty,  Captain  William,  211,  212  ih. 
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M'Coy,  Captaiu  Alexan<Icr,  f>43  u, 
^(acduuald,  Flora,  31:! 
Miukault.  210,  22«.  21)4,  1113 
Mackenzie,    Vice-A«liniral    George,  VM, 

2Q1      203j  iili  iilili 
Mackenzie,  Commander  JameB,   201    n,.  , 

ilackenzie,  Admiral  'I'liumas,  o4H  n. 
Mackenzie,  Lieiiteiiant-Colouel,  (Mar.)  237  i 

Matkie,  Commander   ,  IWJ^  lOOj  101, 

.{10 

M'Laurin,  Captain  John,  245,  513  p.,  5liQ  u. 
Maclellun,  Caiitain  lion. "Dun barjaiii  n^ 
aril 

Macnamara,  manter  in  H.K.I.C.S.,  '251 
^lacnamara,  Commodore  de,  lii) 
MadagiiHcar,  IS)7 

Madariaga,  Captain  Don  J.  Y.,  ill  u. 

Madeira,  13,  65,  320,  33ii 

Ma.lra«,  109,  HI).  Lil  an.l  p.,  124.  l:jO.  132. 

ICO,  174,  177,  181,  1^2,  186,  mj,  200. 

232.  23'.>.  auliK,  54it,  552,  55L  560,  501, 

alia 

Madrid,  37,  47,  ^  Lil^i  368,  MI 
^ladriil.  Convention  of,  ',iLiii 
Magellan's  Strait,  322 

Magnanime,  13^*,  171,  172,  216^  217,  lilii 

and      219,  220,  280,  28L        524,  aa2 

and  n^  .^63  u. 
Magnijktitt,  343.  4.34.  4">4  n..  a^Q  n.. 
Maynijitjue,  218  n..  415 
Maliau,  Ca|*tHin  A.  T.,  U.S.N.,  quoted,  3.3, 

38,1K>,  97,  126,  129,  149,  150,  ITG,  2W; 

2221L,  2S4,  -Urn. 
Malie,  (.'attain,  1 74  u. 
Mahc,  232,  liiii 
Mahrattas,  The,  143, 545 
Maidstone,  217,  ilii  and  n,,  283,  284,  308, 

311 

Maitlaud,  Caittain  lion.  Frederick  Lewig(l). 

225.  415.  417.  lii  n^  oilfl  n, 
ilajorcn,  148,  153,  273,  295,  aia 
Malahar  coa»t.  The,  351.  54."i 
Jklalacca,  211 
Malaga,  32,  39,  iil 
Maliru  u.se,  W^,  .306 
M'lJigur,  312 
Malta,  31  n^  38,  298, 
ilalta  ClianncI,  M 

Man,  Admiral  Hobert  (2),  iJiil  n^  22^  n., 

239.  252.  aiM  lu,  30971Sli 
Man,  Isleof,  23a 
Mang.-ilore,  352.  545 
ilanhattan  I«land,  382,  383,  3iil 
Manilla,  •"'5<>  u. 

Manilla,  lOf^,  239-242,  312.  315.  3:i3 
^lauii,  Ca]>tain  Uobert,  .308  and  n. 
Planners,  Cajttain   Lord   Itobcrt,  4M'*  n., 

lilZ  IK,  51.3  n.,  515,  518.  520  n.,  53:^  u. 
M.amiing,  Cajitain  Tlionuw,  174,  31 1 
Planning  the  tleet :  {set  also  Boimties,  etc.), 

394.  3ii5 

Mantell,  Captain  William,  liM  n^  liQti 


140. 

20L 
241. 


192 


ManverH,    Earl :    see    Meadows,  Captain 
Charlcf) 

MapWieu,  Captain  Jervis,  iii  n^  195, 

1112  lu,  2ia     23ii  Ik 
Mape, 

Mai*on,  Mr.,  336 
MaraiB  Bay,  IM 

Marechal  de  Beileixit,  23Q  and  n,,  296.  29T. 

298,  2lia 
Mari,  Chevalier  de,  1 16 
)Iari,  Hear- Admiral  Marques  de,  31  and  lu, 

31i  n^  37,  48, 31i. 
Maria,  361,  365,  329 
Maria  Thereeia,  the  Emprese,  SSi 
Marie  Galantc,  203,  251 
Mariel,  211  n. 

Marigny,  Captain  do,       ii^  533  u. 

^lariue  Society,  The,  312 

Marine  School  at  Hull,  342 

Marines  '1  he,  5,  22,  58,  li3      87,  131^ 
147.  158,  159,  183.  187,  189,  191, 
i;OS.  215,  222.  223,  224.  236,  240, 
243.  248.  281.  2->7.  322.  327.  .v.;\  _ 
all 

••  Marines'*  in  a  privateer,  316,  317 
Marischal,  Earl  of,  311 
Marlixtrough,  General  the  Duke  of,  191. , 
Marlborough,  92,  96,  98,  99^  IM  and  n^ 

103.  iL!  ny  211i  Ua  24^  249.  250.  312. 

520  n^  ilQ 
Marlow,  Admiral  Benjamin,  IIH  n^  297. 

298.  al3  n^alil 
Marocco,  11  u„  188  and  u. 
Marooning,  2liU 
Man^uis  de  Marloze,  228.  313 
Man  ilart,  C'a]>tain  de,  iMi 
Mars,  12,  121,  LiS  ik,  m      ;i35  u.,  274, 

276.  281.  289.  311.  312.  313 
Maneillais,  409 
.Mari«eiIleK,  112l 
Mareh,  George,  3215  (2) 
Marsh,  Captain  Hcur>',  173,  186-188 
Marsh,  Captain  William,  96,  311 
Marslial  of  the  .\dmirally,  15!> 
Martihall,  Captain,  (Uiiosian  Navy),  341 
Marshall,  Captain  Sanmel  £1J,  131  u.,  2:^8. 

212  iL,  Siia  n^  ilii  m,  311 
.Marghall,  Captaui  Sir  Samuel  (2},  397.  415. 

i2l)  IL. 
MarHhaloea,  The,  l^Iii 
I  Marte,  211  315 
ilartial  law,  Proposal  to  subject  half-iiay 

oUicers  to,  II 
Martin,  Captain  Sir  llenry  ^2^  Bart.,  223  n., 

2i50.  326.  a2I 
)Iartin,  Admiral  William  [\\  SI  and  85. 

89,.  9L  m  n  .  113. 273.  ill 
.Martin,  Captain  William  (2),  123.  n^ 

lllin:,311 
Martinique,  59,  63,  88,  116,  138,  145,201, 

202.  242-244.  245.  246.  252.  254.  271. 

276.  280.  281.  290.  300,  303.  30ii  31L 
1     427.  428.  452.  453.  463.  464.  466,  46«. 
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470.  473.  481,  48'J.  484.  487.  488.  494. 

510.  i>12i/)19,  524i 
Mary  liont;  2r>8 
Maskfiync.  Dr.  Neville.  2M 
MaKnatii,  CaptAin  D<>ii  Lucas,  3i 
Maooii,  Eihvani,  3,  4^  IVlii 
Mawjii,  Major,  fMar.),  Ifil 
MaiMWchusettK,  lOOi  110,  aifi 
MnMtou,  Captain,  12Ii  IL 
MftHter,  Captain  Strevn(»hain,  lil 
Maulers  IIL  aUfi  an.f  ii., 
Mn«terH-and-0)niniaDden»,  'A'M  and  ii^  '^•'^^i  il 
Ma«ti<,  a2l! 
MatanzaH,  Cuba,  '2(>7 
Mataro,  Bl 
Match-tub,  ^ 

Mathew!<,  Admiral  Thoiimfi,  4^  'M^  tiH  and 

H4j  85.  02-107.  150.  IBO.  273.  illA 
Mauritius  122^  m  Kl^  171^  IT^li 

lt>7.  lit'-i.  -jai.  •-'.IL'.  L'.il,  ilii  n,    6>r  f</.i</ 

Fram-i',  Isle  de 
Maurx'ilic,  Captain  Bidd  de,  ArtO 
Maynani,  (~'aptaiii  KoWrt,  liali  and  n^  'ifiO 
Mavnt',  Captain  Covill,  or  Colvill,  11  53. 

267.  aia 

MayiiP,  Vice-.\dmiral  Pcrrv,  54^  55,  105. 
10<;.310 

Mead,  Captain  Jowph,  2Qfi  n^  ILL!     24K  n., 

MeadoWK  (yroprrly  Medow»),  Ca]>tain 
(j'harlcs  {futer  Chariest  PierreiMjnt,  Vis- 
count Newark,  Earl  Manvcn*),  lliil  and 

Mesidows.  (icneral,  350 
M«lalg, 

Mair,u  li»2  TK,  5fi3  Sfii 

Me.l,>,  274,  280,  SLi 

Mrth  mltlik,  505  n. 

Mediator,  Ml 

Mtnlical  Store*.  Ii 

>Io«Unu,  Captiiin  Don  F.  de,  2il 

M<filine,  Captain  de,  ill2  a. 

Mediterranean,  The,  3(i  r<  sey.,  43.  40.  47. 

50,  65,  aa   »««/.,  aa  <■<  «<•'/.,  22    c^v , 

116.  123.  124.  130.  137.  142.  145.  14r»- 
157.  IfiO.  UJ1>.  170.  18i>.  irH\  l'.t«,  210- 
215.  224.  228.  22'.>.  232.  233.  23i).  252. 
25K.  273.  280.  2St;,  l-ss.  2f)2.  304.  300. 
309.  310.  313.  448.  Hill 

Medley,  Vice-Adniiral  Henry,  UG,  123,  121 

Mfdmty,  m  ik,  191, 206  Su  =2i  312. 
434. 151      5011 11. 

M'dwiy'K  Prizt  ,  12fi  and  n^  121 

Mecr,  .laftier,  liil 

Mrlmnjf,  2ai  IK,  293,  301,  ^ 

Mrhimpu*,  ■'{3'» 

Melville,  Henry,  Viiwount,  32fi  and  n, 
Melville,  General  llolwit,  ailQ 
Morcliant  w^anicn,  lii 

Merchant  Heaineu  and  Greenwich  Honpital, 

m 

MercliHiitt!  in  Spaniiih  territorv,  Difticulties 
of,  2ii2 


Merci,  General  Count  de,  IQ 

Mercure,  fil  iv,  281^  312 
I  Mercury,  9f>,  21fi  u^  248, 311 
I  Mtrliii,  13,  14,.  m  Ha  2M  IK,  294.311.312, 
391,  392 

Mermaid,  115,  121^  ail 

Messina,  32,  33,  34,  40,  311 

Metelle,  Cai>e  della,  30 

Mexico,  272,  310,  311 

Michell,  Cai>tain  Matthew,  310,  32S3 

Michie,  Captain  Colin,  lilli  n^  lilli 

Micoud,  Chevalier  de,  432 

Middefbury,  ill 
j  Middle  (Jrouml,  ChcKa^wjike  Bay,  49(>.  497 
'  MiddI<>tou,   Adiuiml    Sir   Charles ;  Lonl 
Barliani,  32»i,  311  and  ik,  51il 

Middleton.  the  navi<;ator,  Christopher,  319, 
320 

Midshijinieu,  20,  22 

Miphells,  Vice-Adndra!  JaiueK,  3.  40.  41. 

2(Jl,21i2 
Mi4ti,ou»r,  301^  313 
Milan,  30.  32 

Milbanke,  Admiral  Mark,  Aim 
Milbauke,  Captiiin  Ualjth,  lUi  u. 
Mif/ord,  123  ii^  308,  310,  Hi 
Militia  einlKxlietl, 
Millar,  Captain  Art  hibald,  IBl 
Miller,  Captain,  (HuHeian  Navy),  311 
Miller,  Coiuniandcr  Goorgo  (Vj,  20}>.  2Hl 
Milnex,  John,  3 

Minerva,  21H  tK,  238,  306^  313,  330, 335 
Miner fe,  212  il,  314 

Minorca,  4,  42.  48,  05,  92,  105,  107,  142. 

140-157.  l«0,  252,  254^  327,  423,  447, 

448.  451.  503.  alii 
Minotuurr,  UJH  u. 
Minto,  Gillxrt,  Lonl,  32!i 
Miquelon,  Inland  of,  253 
Miraniichi,  1H4 
Mifiiiing  men,  33!i 
Mississippi,  IJiver,  253.  2Ifl 
Mitchell,  Captain  Cornelius,  63,  IS  and  n„ 

122. 123  and  n. 
Mitlion  de  <icnouilli.  Captain,  Hi 
Mobile,  Farnigut  at,  150 
Modeitr,  UIi  and  n„  2i:i  ik,  214,  215,  212 

n„  300.  313  (2} 
Mohawk,  22»i 
Mohawk  River,  2M 
I  Moixnac,  t  'aptain  do,  550 
j  Moliov,  Captain  Anthony  .lames  I've,  liJQn^ 
I     10t[n^434,liHn^lIiil  and  11 ,40(^1^ 

mi  iti,  iiliiii. 
&fona  Pattsaj;e,  The,  246,  537 
Monaco,  1?'^!  il. 

Monarca,  449.  550  n..  55'j      '^\'.\  n, 
Monnrrh,  150,  158,  190,  .313,  415,  ifi2 

llllu^  al3iK,  ii2Qii. 
Mi'iiiirqiic,  127  u.,  ;{12 
Mouck,  or  Monk,  -Hi  n^  310 
Mont  kton.  Gener.nl  Hon.  lloljcrt,  141.  207. 

233.  243.  245 
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Moiuiiouth,  V2j  Lii  and  ii^,  Lil  190, 

L'lli.         iia         and       ^  (2), 
lilla       410,  434,  4HH,  £19,  uifi 

and  !K,  54t<.  550       i^i*^  n..  554.  559. 

Mtiii|ieroux,  Captaiu  de,  ila  j 

,VoH<  Ozirr,  2iia 

Montagu,  34^  35,  10  Hi  111  and  xu, 
I'JQ.  lyST^ia  n.,  219,  220,  270,  313, 
IM  IK,  459,  460Tlfi2  n^iii2  illl  n^, 
iilii  Ila  520  n» 

Montagu,  Admiral  Sir  George,  49'^  u. 

Montatiu  (Jormerly  )[ountagt>)«  Admiral 
.lohii,  125  ru,  19U,  2;i5  Da  iifili 

Moutagu,  Admiral  Robert,  550  n.,  552  Q. 

Montagu,  Ca|itaiu  Hon.  William,  125  n, 

Montcalm,  General  the  Man^uitxlc.  200. 207. 
20fl 

Monie  Carmelo,  32L  : 

Mouie  <  'hristi,  473 

Monteil,  Captain  de,  415 

Montgomery,  General,  356.  357 

Montmorency,  Fails  of,  201 

Montreal,  22(i-228.  354.  356.  35H 

Montrow,  258,  312,  MQ. 

Moor,  the  navigator,  William,  '62S1 

Mr>ore»  .\dmiral  Sir  John  (1),  Bart,  121 

104, 17^  1H2,  201  and  n^  202-204.  224.  i 

239.  L'.'/J.  :>r>5 
iloore.  Hear- Admiral  Matthew,  2ili  Hi,  507  , 
Morale  in  the  Navy,  22^  22 
Moras,  Hi  n^  175,  llll  n^  ItiO 
Morbiban,  The,  210,  211^  j 
Mordamit,  General  Sir  John,  HI 
Moreton,  Captain  Francis  Reynolds  (later 

Lonl  Ducie),  .391,  ia2  n^  ill!  n^,  512  n^  i 

520n- 

Moreton,  Colonel,  (Mar.),  Ii3  IL 

Morgan,  Sir  Henry,  79i  259 

Morgan,  the  mutineer,  Lieutenant,  (Mar.), 

John,  2«L 
Mome  Fortund,  St,  Lucia,  429.  4:W 
M<tro,  2il  11- 

Moro  Castle,  Havana,  248,  211> 
Morphet,  Zebulon,  amuggier,  U 
Morrice,  or  Morrits  Vic»-Admiral  Salmon, 
il 

Mnrrio,  C^aptain  John,  372.  370 
Morristown,  3hH 

Mortality  on  board  tihip:  (see  aUo  Disease, 

etc.),  45,  46,  .320,  322 
Mortar,  215  u. 

Mortars :  (««  also  Bombs),  57^  184. 187. 261, 

Mosquito  IndianK,  llie,  13. 

Mo^tvn,  Vice-Admiral  Savage,  3,  113.  146. 

27i!;-278.  2JJ3 
Motte,  I>a :  ««r  Dubois  de  La  Mott« 
Mottc-Picquet,  Admiral  La,  415,  443,  452, 

473.  474.  503.  504 
Mouat,  Captain  Patrick,  2Qfi  n^  212 
Moultrie,  General.  373.  374.  37K 


Moimtaine;  'Practical  Sea-Guuncr'h  Com- 

|)anion,'  11 
Moimtford,  Commander  Edwani,  '^00  a. 
Moutray,  Captain  John,  212  n^  3<:h>.  327. 

ilH 

Moyaua,  Captain,  Don  I'eiiro,  2i 

Mud  Island,  391^  292 

Mulder,  Ca[)tain,  .505  a. 

Mulgrave,  Lord:  gre  Phippe,  Captain  Hon. 

Couetantine  John 
Munro,  Major  Hector,  222 
Murray,  Captain,  (Mar.X  22fi 
Murray,  Brigatlier-General,  209,  220,  227. 

22a 

Murray,  Captain  Hon.  George  (1).  later  Lord 

Elibank,  220 
Murray,  Captain  James,  (mil.),  LI  a. 
MuiTay,  Vice-Admiral   Hon.  George  (2). 

Muskets,  9 
Mtitine,  214 

Mutiny,  2^  287,  288,  322,  339, 24Q 
Mysore,  5i5 

Namur,  ian^83,  93,9«,9L9«.i*^llll 
and  m,  125  Ha  126, 121  n^  132,  ^85,  211, 
212  and  Ha  213,  214,  215,  218  n^  23^ 
225  fia  245,  :3ti  IK,  Jiil,  [Ul,  312,  35L 
520  IV,  ail 

Nantes,  110,  284, 2aa 

Napier,  Captain  Hon.  Chaa.       24fi  il 

Naples,  30,  32,  38,  iii,  84 

Narbrough,  Adndral  Sir  John,  221 

yarciutu,  229 

Narragansctt  Bay,  382,  387,  393,  39L  402. 

405.  409,  433,  443,  470,  411 
Narrows,  The,  New  York  Harbour,  382. 

2ti2 

Aossou,  8L  yO,  98,  152  Ha  18L  1^  203. 

23G  and  n. 
Natural  itiaiion  of  foreign  seamen,  IM 
Nautical  Almanac,  The,  338 
Xautilm,  iDH 

Naval  Wscipline  Act,  la  lu,  II  n^  276,  293. 
294 

Naval  Expenditure,  5 

Naval  IIofipitalH,  2 

Navarro,  Adiairal  l>on  Jose,  67,  89^  92,  94, 

96,102 
Navosiuk  Highlands,  29B 
Navigating  officers,  226 
Navigation  Acts,  The,  528 
Navy,  Early  influence  of  the  American,  354. 

359.  260 
Navy  Office,  The,  2,  21^  326,  239 
Navy  Pay  Office,  2 
Navy,  State  of  the,  I 
NeeiUes'  Lights  228 

Negai«tam,  11^  179-181.  199.  554-557 
Negro  Point,  Martinique,  201 
Negroes,  2fi2 

Nelson,  Commander  Bartholomew  ('),  31 1 
Nel8«.)n,  Vice-Admiral    Sir  Horatio,  Lord 
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Nel»«n,  IM      166,  372,  yry,  iiKO.  JlKL 
:m  iOi      112      43L  iMi  lo*L  -t"-- 
474.  511.  514.  537.  538.  qui 
Xe|)0ti8iii,  H.'iO 

Sfptune,  81^  82,  96,  LiQ  LJ3  124. 
i:^  p..  128.  171.  172.  20C.  276.  277. 

AV/.<«».>,  !»6,  iia  an.l      247,  312,  315 
N««iiiun<i,  Atliuiral  the  Chevalier,  ikl 
NciHralitv,  Breachew  of,  252,  253,  292,  351, 

:t.'>2.  4H0.  4S1,  aJii 
Nevio,  510,  M_L  iU^  513,  Sin 
New  England,  109,  110,  113,  111 
New  Jersey,  371,  384,  385.  380.  387,  388. 

3W.  3111.  3i'3_.  307.  ailU 
New  OrlemiB,  liii3 

New  Yi.rk,  23,  1G7,  168,  210, 354,  355, 35it, 
371.  37'.*-:k»j.  387.  3H8.  389,  390,  393. 
395,  ■S97-401.  403,  404,  408,  409,  410, 
411.  412,  42M.  440.  44:<,  Mi  V}^  471, 
472,17H,1H>1,493,  494,  j'.i5.  4'.Mi.  f.Ql,  £21 

New  Zealand,  337 

Xftoark,  212  iv^  213,  215 

Newark,  Viscount :  tre  Mea<KiWi(,  Captain 
Charlen 

Xetccastle,  Ul      175,  177»  II!)  and  d„  liUj 


199. 


an 


Newcastle,  Duke  of,  12  s„  7^, 
Newcome,  Caiitain  Henrv,  552  il 
Newfoun.Uand,  Ho,  141,  25u,  251,  263, 254. 
2«j0. 3iai 

Newtihatu,  Cajitain  Thomas,  454  ik,  4ti2  n. 
Newjiort,  Rho.le  Island,  387,  iQ2.  409.  410. 

428.  470.  471,  488.  489.  491,  492.  494. 

495.  4ifii 

NewRom.  Captain  William,  188, 224, 2iQ 
M2 

Newtun,  Captain,  (mil.X  54i  51 
Newton,  Sir  Iiuiac,  Li 
Niagara,  Fort,  LiL  iJQ5 
Nicknames  of  oflicers,  liUi  u^  2Z1  453. 
ill 

Nicholas,  Captain  Itobert  Boyle,  479  n. 
Nieuil,  Captain  de,  415 
Xiifer,  301,  ^113.  414  and  n. 
Xightingale,  Uil  and  n^,  2Dli  n^  2i2  u. 
Nightingale,  Captain  Gamaliel,  217.  21b  n.. 

1121  iL,  305 
Nile,  Battle  of  the,  551 
Nivemois,  Due  de,  253 
Noel,  Captain,  125  n. 
Noel,  Caiitain  Thom««,  113,  Uil  n„  15Q 
Nombre  de  L>io«,  111 

Nonsuch,  !Hi.  318,  400,  iflfi  u.,  12a  n^  431. 

434.  508.  52L1  n. 
Norbury,  Captain  ConinfjKV)y  (1),  M 
Norbnry,  Captain  Coninjinby  (2).  225 
Norbury,  Captain  Richard,  222  iu,231  n„ 

2.'W 

Nore,  The,  15,26.27.  42.  43.  113.3^13 
Norfoik,  ik  IK,  ni  and  n^  15  n^  MS  lu,  96, 

98, and  a-,  2Ul  n^  202,  225,  24fl  ji„ 

242 


21& 

310. 


Normandy,  LiJli 

Norris,  Aduiiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  John,  26, 
27,  39,  40-42.  47,  49,  li5  66,  67»  8?. 
ilQ  and  n^  112  n. 

Norrid,  Captain  Mattliew,  i 

NorriH,  Captain  Hichanl,       104,  273,  32Q 

Norris,  Vice- Admiral  Harrv,  70,  71^  84. 
125  n^  146, 150,  3115 

North  America  («r  al»o  .\merican  ColoniesX 
113-115.  116.  117.  139.  140,  141,  142. 
144.  166-169.  172.  1H2-W..  189.  190, 
196.  204-210.  224.  232.  2.<3.  2:i8.  239, 
242,  243.  2M  n^  249,  269,  270,  289,  300, 
371.  iia 

North,  Captain  Abraliniii,  152  n. 
I  North  Hero.  'MV,\  u. 

North,  Lord,  537 

North  Kiver,  382,  '-iXi  -  ulnu  Hudson 
River 

North  Sea,  224  IK,  301.  SM,  538,  fiSii 
Northern  I'owera,  Ditlicultie*  with  the,  25 

tt  »»!.,  41-43.  418 
Northexk  (1),  Admiral  Gwirjie  Carnegie,  Earl 

of,        120  5fi5 
Northumberland,  169,  206,  209. 

22fi  By  211  and  {k,  215  and  

5.33  IL 

North-west  PasHaee,  The,  319,  320 
Norton,  Cajitain  William,  201 IL 
Norway,  229,  25b 

Nortrieh,  54^  55,  56,  61^  (i2  and  P..  88,  88, 
1311n„2I5n,.22iin,i23ana212Pi, 
312 

NorwtXKl,  Captain  Joneph,  2:t8 

Nott,  Captain  John  Neale  PItydell,  212  lu, 

21ii  Sa  115,  4M2  n^  4HI 
NottiHi^ham,  43.  125  an.l  ik,  121  n^  128. 

144.  238.  242  IK,  215  IK,  21fi  P„  282,  284, 

287.  312  (2) 
Nova  Cblonia,  251 

Nova  Scotia,  109,  UL  Lib.  139,  14L  144. 

an 

Nucella,  Captain  Timothy,  lai  p. 
Nuettra  Seilora  dt  Cucadongn,  315.  3'2.'^ 
Surtttxi  Seiiom  del  huHirio,  47,  311 
Ntiriii  Esjiaiia,  I'-ii'i  ii. 
NuitH,  231 II. 
Nymph,  515  u. 

Nymphe,  U&      295.  313,  415, 131  fla  512. 

Nystadt,  Treaty  of,  12 

O'Bkiek,  Captain  Chrihtopher,  31 
D'Brieu,  Bear -Admiral   Lucius,  21H 

242  11^291.  311,  5G1J 
O'Bryen,  Hear-Adnnral  E«lwartl  (1).  AOtl  p. 
Ocean,  212  ik,  213,  214,  313 
Ocean,  415.  417.  421  and  ik,  125  n^  503  n. 
Ocracoke  Iclet,  25il 
Orticers,  Naval,  19.  21,  22^  310,  311 
Ogle,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  Chaloner  (1), 

Kt.,  63,  64,  Ji5,  611,  07,  <i8,  70.  79.  80. 

85,  9L  103,  105.  109,  260.  26L  215 
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Ojzle,  Admiral  Sir  ('haluner  (2^  Hart.,  2il 

Ogle,  Captain  Clialoner  [3^  !iM 

Opletliorjie,  General  Jantes  txlward,  26'.>, 
-70  anil  iL 

O'Hara,  I'aptain  William  Henry  King,  4fKia. 

Oi»mn,  aOit^  ^514.  ^ 

Old  Hroad  Street,  2 

Olivarett,  Captain  Pun  ]\^  UU 

Olmiux,  Ca]>tnin  Hon.  .lohn  I^iittrell:  earlier, 

Luttr«^ll ; 
Onondaga,  22fi,  iiii 

OuhIow,  A<lniiral  Sir  Kichanl,  liart,  •U-*, 

■SI  .3.  diifi  iL,  iUli      42«  IL 
Onslow,  Artiiur,  ii 
Ontario,  'M  I 

Ontario,  Lake,  liL  204,  2(Xi, 

0]>iuiiU>y,  Hi-'i  n..  IG'J.  -tl-'t 
Ojwrto,  Hi 
OrU'icllo,  fix 

Ordinary,  Sliij**  in,  '^'^o,  .'t^t'i 
Vrford,       21,3^  <iLIlliiaI»inaI2ni, 
202  n^  ilG      2i>0,  2(iL  21i55i  ^  -'8!>. 

aio.aii 

Orient,  21ii  n^  4l0i  iiaiina  5')4.  al3ii 
Orirtttr,  'M^  SIM 

Orijlamm,  ,  WO^  212  xu,        -ML  ^  (2) 
OrwH,  filii 
Ori»8a,  iiiil 

Orleans,  IhIc  d",  '20^  201 
Onnoude,  James  Butler,  l>uke  of,  JiU 
Orp/.r- ,  U£i  n^  m      IH^  ai3 
Orjfiifun,  40.'t  n. 

Orrok,  Captain  JaincK,  lb7.  lHt<.  n^ 
Ortegal,  Caiie,  ii3 

Orv't*,  CuMniicKlore  Coiiite  d',  V<>,  415.  54r>. 
Sil! 

Or\  illicrH,  Vice- Admiral  Comte  d',  41^,  iLL 
415.  417.  420.  422,  iia,  444,  445,  iifi 

Oslwrri,  Adii.iral  Henry,  liO,  116,  UQ^ 
170.  lH!t.  15)0,  2S0.  iiiii 

Obliorn,  Captain  Peter, 

Osiwme,  Holiert,  sii 

OKuabruck,  ih 

Owjionville,  Captain  d',  LII  li. 
OMend,  aili 
t  Oswald,  Jnnie*.  1 

Oswejjo,  2l>4,  3il 
Ottrr,  5^2,  ^  .llli 
Oud  Tijlin<j<u,  !»! 

Ourry,  Cajitain  Ueori;e,  240  n.,  241.  400 

4 or.  n..  iiilll  iL 
t)urry,  Capt.iiu  luaac  Floriinond,  224,2JDtr. 
Ourrv,  Captain  Paul  Henry,  11  >2.  2iil  n^ 

•ii^  n.,     lu,  a^i 

Owen,  I'aptain  Thoma*!,  IH.s 
Owen,  C<>innian<ler  William  [2},  iilil  Q. 
Vffyr-l,  12,Si[u^  mn^mmj  273. 
-^^'i  and  iL,  -tl  .'■ 


Pac  ifk  ,  TiiK,  or  "  Sfjutli  Scan,"  52,  310. 

31ft-.{lH.  ;f  >o-a?.t 
Pakenham,  Captain  Hon.  Riward  Michael : 

I>i>ni  Longford,  415 
Palaia,  Belle  I«lc,  235,  2a£i 
Palann»»,  Mi 
Palai«a,  211 
Palenno,  SI 

I'alhu,  8,  litl,  2aii  and  UOa 

Pal!idrc,  Captain  de  I<a,  111  U;,  Hli  n.. 

Palliser  (jiro/irrli/  Pallim^i ),  Admir.il  Sir 
llueli,  Bart.,  2ii*>  n^  200,  221*,  251,  2'. '5. 
2Vi>.  32r..  :\U.  343,  414.  415,  417.  41;». 
420,  421,  423-425.  lai  lu,  ifiii 

Palma,  HM 

Palmer,  Colunel,  270 

Palmer,  William,  32<> 

Palmetto  l<»tr«,  373 

hilmicr,  300,  .302,  liii 

Palmyra  Point :  we  Pedant  Point 

Pamlico  Sound,  y>!> 

Pamphleteering  hy  naval  oHicerf,  LL2  H- 
Panama,  a2  n^  5ij  liSi  illi  iMi  lil 
Panic  in  England,  142.  445 
I'anthfr,  iil  n^  2Ui  lu.  202, 203,  225, 210 

241, 2al 
I'nuthirr,  ai2 

Pautou,  Captain  John  Alexander,  54.3  a. 
Pa|)agena,  Captain  Don  Juan,  31 
Pitrwjou,  273 

Pardaillan,  Captain  de,  271 
Pardon     Kurreniieriug  pirates,  il 
I'arfhit,  iilli 
Paris  iiO,  253,  2iil 

Parker,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Hvde  (IX  Bart , 
21ii  fia  211i  tu,  241, 324,  343,  35Ii  112 
and  n^  434,  440,  452,  453,  151  n^  45!*^ 
4»iO.  474.  5ol-.50!t. 

Parker,  Admiral  Sir  Hv<le  (2],  Kt.,  380, 
3K5.  380.  IM  lu,  112  n^  111  and  IK,  442. 
IIU  lu,  505  iL 

Parker,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  Peter  (1), 
Bart.,  2£>1  »nd  n^  231  n„  23li  and  n^ 
372,  373,  .374,  376.  378,  371!,  ^ 
.387.  470.  473.  471>.  494.  502.  5liii 

Parliament,  Recognition  of  public  ser^'icoH 
by,  58,        2*^2,  23L  212 

Parma,  lt< 

Parrev,  Captain  Anthony,  3lla  n^  ^20  u. 
Parry,  Admiral  William  (2),  IM  n^  221  n., 

5(i5 

Parsons,  IL,  shipbuilder,  .335 

Pajical,  Caiitain  Michael  Henry,  231  2iiti 

Paisley,  Admiral  Sir  Thoman,  Bart.,  311i  n. 

PasNaro,  Caix;,  d2  m,  33-38.  flS  n. 

Pa»«ton,  Captain  William,  l'.>5. 223  u„  23ii  n. 

Patauonia,  322 

Patent,  The  Admiralty,  L 

Patereroes,  11  m,  57,  li2  and 

Patersoii,  Lieutenant  ,  404>  u. 

Pattern,  Adnural  Pluli|i.  505  u. 
Pavilion,  (  'aptain  du,  53<>,  533  it. 
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rnv,  Naval  («f  aho  W.igc«),  If*,  20,  104, 

I'ayta,  317,  ^ 

Paj!,  CuptAiii  dc  La,  irifi 

Peace:  with  Fnuice  and  Spain.  2');i-2')5.  afM 

Pcadie,  Commander  Jjfi 

Pearce,  CapUiin  Vincent  (1),  2«0,  2IQ 

Pearce,  Captain  Vincent  (2}j  20Q  u. 

Pearce,  Tlionias,  3 

Pmrl,  54,  257,  25tt,  320,  321,  4QQ      123  lu 
4112  n. 

Peamoi),  Captain  Sir  Richard,  Kt.,  iiQa  il 
I'wbra,  or  Palmyra,  Point,  l'.»7 
J'iyatf,  r>.'W 

I'egasus,  A  'i-t  n..  513  n.,  520  n, 
Peiphiu,  Captain  John,  lilii  m,  iLL  n. 
Pelham,  Henry,  m 

Prlican,  'JMi  n. 

Pellew,  Admiral  Sir  Edward :  I^rd  Exnioutli, 

:!<j5.        37!l,  38'.> 
J'rmbroA  f,  12ii  iLa  131  and  lu,  132,  2Dfi  lu, 

200,  2:ili  IL»  311,  iiLi 

Pefias,  Gulf  of,  a^li 
PvnelojK,  2lili 
Pentjuin,  302,  ill 
Penkevel,  '.^■t  1  n. 
Peumarck,  3tM 
lYnncylvaiiia,  3Sfi 
Penny,  Cni)tain  Taylor,  520  u» 
Penryn,  ili 
Pensacola,  311 
PeiiBionH  for  woimdK,  301 
Pensions  to  dot^'kyard  artificers,  3i2 
P<  iiziiiitf,  lilil  and  lu,  2H:{  n..  -4 'J  n..  •-^4<; 
Pej.l^rel,  Sir  WiHiaiii,  Hart.,  110,  ll'^-ll'i 
Perceval,  Captain  Uou,PUilii»Tufton,  liiili  n- 
Ptrrgrine,  lil^J 
7'«  ;7«,  34,  ai 
Pn  k,  41i 

Peroime,  Captain  J,  F.  de  G.,  Comte  de  La, 

3a^  atid  ii^  415 
Perricr,  Captain  du,  274 
Ptnvrraiicr,  ,''»52 
Persian  Uulf,  The,  IfiiQ 
Pern,  317,  321 

Peter  tlie  Great,  The  Tt^ar,  2(J.  27,  41,  12. 
Peterliead,  2iil 

Peternburg,  Virginia,  473,  41>3 

Petcrt(ham,  Lonl,  3ati 

Petit  Terre,  203 

Petniche,  Ca{>tain  l>on  A.,  Oil 

Pett.  CapUin  Ilobert,  ^  IM 

Pettifrrcw,  Captain  William,  12i  a. 

Peyton,  Captain  Edwartl,  ll'J,  120  and 


Peyton,  Adndral  Joseph  (1),  190, 

2'.>H.  311.  415.  ^ail 
Pevton,  Captain  Sir  Yelverton,  BarU,  2(i'J, 

Phatton,  IQ  n..  Hi  n. 
Phi, tm lit,  3ii 
i'AcHM-,  1212  iLi  121 
PtiiliiJtlftftia,  liili  11. 

vol..  HI. 


Philadelphia,  370,  387.  31>0.  391.  392.  393. 

397,  403,  IM 
Philibert,  12a  li» 

Philip  v..  King  of  Sfwin.  211,  30,  31,  40,  89 

Philippine  lelauds,  The,  •-^3!>-242 

Philips,  Henry  John :  see  Towry,  Henry 

John  Philip*! 
Phili|>i>on,  John,  E 
Phillii*,  Lieutenant  Baker,  278,  212 
Phi]li|)«i,  Captain  Eraemue,  310 
Philli]*,  General,  473,  ll!3 
Philli|iti,  the  privateer,  2ti2 
Pliilli|>w:in,  Captain  John,  fil  IM 
Phip|io,  Captain  Hon.  Charlee,  500  il 
PhippH,  Captain  Hon.  OonfitAntine  John ; 

Lor.1  Muigrave,  31fi.  Hfi 
Pl,»„ij;  12.  123.  lifi  and  ii.,  149,  153. 

223  11^  257,  269.  313.  314,  X)2,  386, 

lilii     408, 112     441, 112  n» 
Physician  of  the  Fleet,  34L  1^  533 
I»iucen/.a,  iH 

Pie»e-\>ork,  Paying  by,  3311 

Picrcy,  or  Percy,  Captain  Francis,  11  n. 

Pierri'iitiut,  Charles:  ««  Meadows,  Captain 

Charles 
Pi>;t>ou  Ihland,  St.  Lucia,  487 
Pif:ot,  A.lndral  Hugh        2M       2aii  ik, 

537,  53H,  iilifi 
Pigot,  General  Sir  KoWrt,  402,  lfi9 
Pif;ott,  Admiral  James,  54 <>  u. 
PiliiUi'ie,  Uatet)  for,  li 
Pilots,  Incompetent,  213 
Pines,  Isle  of,  311 
Pintado,  Admiral,  Ga 

Pira(  V,  IL  liii.         258-201.  262,  2G4, 

2)^  31H 
Piscataqua,  310 
Pisco,  311 
Pistols,  11 

Pitchfortl,  Samuel :  s»c  Corninh,  Samuel 

Pitchford 
Pitch -heaters,  312 

Pitt,  Ht.  Hon.  William  (l^  faicr  E.arl  of 

Chatham,  210,  238,  2al 
Pitt,  Ut.  H..n.  William  (2),  311 
Pittsburg,  lil  n- 
Pizarro,  Admiral,  05,  207 
Placentia,  251 

Plague,  313 !  «*r  also  Sickness,  S.mitatioD, 
etc. 

Plassev.  llattle  of,  IM 

Plate,  Hiver  (Hio  de  la  Plata),  2iii 

Playa  Grande,  00, 

Pleinih,  lilQ 

Plunilnrns  312 

Phtto,  2a3  u„  313,  llii 

Plvm.mth.  4,12,15,2L43,  53n^05,  108, 
122,  120.  140.  1H7.  195.  Hiii  n^  282,  290, 
31(!.  327.  3.35.  336,  343.  347.  397.  425. 
445.  446.  Ua 

Plymouth,  12,  123  n^  m  D„  134^  135,  AAA. 

Pfiihoiitnif,  i&L  11. 

Pucck,  Admiral  Sir  George,  K.B.,  121, 128, 

30 
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Porto  Santo,  IVM 

PortMiioutli,  i^l2,13^H,2jijifi^fj3.90» 
117.  I'JH,  15«^  158^  lf<^  2^  278,  2^ 

I'ori union th,  IfJT^  IMii 
Portftiioiith,  Virginia,  -tSH.  lun. 


ViO.  137.  lia.  Hil      lfi3j  164^  174-18-,'. 

197-20).  2»H.  2-ir>-2ri0.  L'H  t.  .-.»;> 
/'oe/rt-,  iH),^  l|8,  100,  101,  iii;:^ 
Podor,  IHI 

Point  JiKlith,  401,  i£iii 
Pointe  an  Fer,  ■<'>^> 
Pointe  aux  Tremble*,  3">r» 
Poiiite  (le  Galle,  .'")'>7 
PoieinH,  Captain  ile,  (R  a. 
Pole-axcf,  li 

Pole.  Aduiiral  of  the   Fleet  Sir  Charles 

Morice,  Bart.,  Sill 
PoliticH  in  the  Navy,  424,  407,  aiil 
Pomouit,  474  :tn<i  u, 
romone,  227,  aLi 
Pomjft/,  CO,  (12  n..  IQ  n..  lii  il. 
Pondicherrv,  121,  122,  liU,  139,  IGi 

17«3,  177.  17H,  181.  197.  199.  200,   

22'i.  232.  311.  543,  549, 
Poudirherry,  54 1>  n, 
Ponte  Veilra,  202 
/'oo/e,  iii  n..  Ill  n^  LLiJi. 
Fophaii),  Hear- All  mi  ral  Sir  Home  Ri|Zgf, 

Porc'i'jtic,  ill 

Porcupine,         IK,  207,  209,  22Q  n^  227, 

Porlier,  Captain  Don  .1.,  247  u,  j 

Porquen>lle»,  HA.  j 

Port  au  Paix,  | 

Port  au  Priiioe,  300 

Port  Caiitrie*,  St.  Liicia.  429 

Port  Loiiiii,  France,  IIH 

Port  Loiii*,  (juailelouite,  203 

Port  Louit>,  HidiNUiiola,  til  u,,  68,  133.  134. 

Port  Mahon,  32,MiK,3G,ain^iO,G5, 
101.  102,  104,  107,  14ti,  147,  148,  150, 
151.  153.  154i  155, 157,  314,  IIIIJ  n. 

Port  Makoit,  240  lu,  257 

Port  Ilotjttl,  lOfi  IL 

Port  Royal,  Jamaica,  54,  59,  62,  03,  7(i, 

132.  266,  267.  537 
Port  St.  Julian.  32lJ 
Porte- Vezins,  Cpjrtain  de  La,  415 
Porter,  Captain  Jerv  is  Henry,  3112 

Porter,  Lieutenant  ,  JtLi  I 

Portlaua,  194,  2%.  314,  .338,  m 
PortUiud,  111  n..4t}  n^  Lil  m,  Hfi  m,  lal  n^ 

169.  212  and  n„  213,  214,  215. 

282,  283,  287,  ^  (3) 
Por(hi,<r*  Prizt;  28.37312 
Porto,  SIC  IL  I 
Porto  Maria,  Cuba,  2lil  ' 
Porto  Novo,  178, 

Porto  Praya  Bar,  350.  lail  n^  54C-549. 


Portugal,  50,  214,  238,  239^  251,  254,  274^ 

282.  302,  Mh 
PoHtigo,  Captain  Don  J.  del.  247  XL. 
"  Potential "  lleetw,  76.  77,  4iU 
PourvoyeuK,  5.'>()  a. 
Powlctt,  Captain  Charlwi,  Lla  n. 
Powlett,  Admiral  Lord  Harry :  Duke  of 

Bolton,  iil  112.96.  liil  iKi  alia 
Pownall,  J.,  «liipbuililer,  12,  '■i'.lii 
Pownall,  Captain  Philemon,  .3<>j.  308.  4<>>  n. 
Pratten,  Captain  Edwoni,  191,  211  214. 


223  Ha  3H7, 
452,  Mi 


Pret*cott,  Admiral  Isaac,  415 
President,  511 

Pruton,  im^  12Q  Lil  n- 
iilO  u„  409,  i2H  u.,  431. 
505  u, 

Preston,  Captain  William,  Lil  il 
Pretender,  The  Young,  16,  28,  66,  90,  llo- 

113.  257.  258.  279 
PrevoHt,  General,  jJl 

Prices,  in  the  West  Indiet»,  Effect  of  the 
American  war  ujton,  3l!li;  at  Gibralur, 

m. 

Prideaux,  Briga/lier-General,  201 

Prince,  lil2  antl  a. 

Prince  Edowird,  313 

Prince  Edward,  188,  189,  22a  n^  22Q 

Prince  Edward's  loland,  litl  il. 

Prince  Eugene,  316 

Prince  Frederick,  H  n^  64^  IH  m,  71.  I2 
and  n^  12ii  lu,  2SJii  m,  2ilii  n^  280, 

Prince  Chvnje,  Lii  ii„  ik,  190,  280, 
297.  298.  311,  115,  449.  5Li  n^  a2D 

Prince  Noir,  '-'  1 H 

Prince  of  Orange,  63^  105,  2QQ  in,  209. 

2iQ  n^  ::2!i  n^  ;iai  n:i  235,  iiilfi  n^  2Iil 
Prince  of  Ma/es,  428,  431,  4^  IM 
Prince  RupertV  Bav,  Dominica,  63,  64, 
Prince  Williant,  265,  335,  lia      U12  IL, 

513  n^  520  n. 
Prince's  Iwtterj*,  Gibraltar,  Hi 
PrincfMi  (wrongly  Frincesaa),  12,  lifi  and  p.. 

92. 96. 98. 122, 267.  2(kS.  314.  449, 1^2  p.. 

ilJl  n^  fiLl  n^  aliQ  n^ 
Prinettit  Amelia,  12^  111  and  n..  71.  la  n.. 

171.  206.  2aa  n^  aOii  n. 
Princr$»  Anguxln,  12 

Princess  Caroline,  IQ.       71^  7.5  n.,  K>  n., 

96,  m  and  335 
Princess  Louisa,  54,  55,56,112  and  ru 


n^  Lil  n^  lih  n 


150.  lal  Da 
!15.  310 


153. 


156,  ^69, 170,2Li  

Princess  Mary,  121 

Princess  Hoyai,  72,  Ili  n^  Siifln..  434. 454  n. 
Princijte  de  Asturias,  34,  .35,  37,  314 
Pringle,  Vice-Admiral  Thomas,  365.  431. 
4.34 

Prins  Friso,  21 

Prisouers  of  War,  2,  8li 

Privateers,  18.  26.  113.  11.5.  134.  137.  I8<^. 
228,  ;:iil  n^  232,  233,  245,  253,  257,  265, 
272.  278.  279,  280,  282.  284,  285.  291, 
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2'.r,'.  203.  204.  205,  20(i.         387.  aOtJ. 

Privv  Councillorslii|)  as  a  naval  reward,  21a 
Prize-money,  IH^  241,  249^  2(i0,  iiiL  342. 
350,  iia 

Probv,  Captain  Charles,  101,  200  IL,  205. 

30ti.  2211  ami      324,  a2£i  (2} 
ProiBHi,  Captain  <le,  415 
Promotion  to  flag-rank,  20,  343-347 
Promotions  on  the  occanion  of  a  review,  343 
Fro»rT}iiiu\  415 

Frotertor  143,  Hi.      225,  .ILL 

Proter,  185,  244,  335,  452,  Ii2U  IL 

Protestant  Succession,  The,  liU 

Proffiirr,  402  n. 

ProviUieii,  Action  off,  fi.'^'i— "<n-t 

Prudent,  184,  200,  313,  -lOT,  122  rh,  uia 

and  n^  5'.jO  a. 
Prudente,  335,  501 >  il, 
PruBsia  4"'  lO'i 

Puerto  BcHo,  43,  44,  a2  n„  54-57.  58,  50, 

61,  7H,  Ii»  an<l      80,  274,  m 
Puerto  Cabello,  85,  H7, 
Puerto  Rico,  251,  272,  ^ 
Puerto  Sejjuto,  317 
Pulicat.  Lii 

Pulleuev,  Mr.,  til  u„  IM  u. 
Pumi)s,'Shi|it.'.  330,  aai 
Puuta  Brava,  til 
Pursersi,  lii 

Purvis,  Captain  CharleH  Wager,  0*1 
Purvis,  Captain  Gtt>rr;e,  2 
Pye,  Aduural  Sir  Thonian,  Kt.,  310.  343. 
afia 

QuAKKANT,  The,  3,  IQ 
Qua<lruplc  Alliance  (1718),  Tlie,  211  and  n^ 
30.  40 

Quebec,  116,  117,  140,  H],  182,  106,  204- 
210.  222.  226.  227.  281.  313.  354.  356, 
357.  361.  36(i. 

Que«u,  415.  500  jl 

Qaeeu  Amir's  Jtrrrnifr,  '25! ) 

Queeti  L'hnrloitf,  32a 

Qaernborvufih,  174  n..  176.  170  u..  181. 
108  n..  20O.  225.  311 

Queen'K  (or  King;'*)  Re^;ulation8  an<l  Ad- 
miralty Inntructions,      and  n, 

Quenel,  Governor  of  Cajw  Breton,  M.  de, 
101) 

Quiberon  Bay,  118,  217-223,  224  .  231.  232. 

283,  307,  an,  324.  2il  u. 
Quibo,  317,  321,  Ol^Ii 
Quinta,  La,  12 

Hanhvrsi',  2£&  n„  200,  210, 22fi  221 
lUckam,  John,  260 
llatleaux,  361,  3li2  and  jh,  365 
llad»tock,~EoWl :  s«f  Waldegrave,  Admiral 

Hon.  Sir  William 
Jiainhow,  2Li  n^  22:i  (2) 
Uainier,  Admiral  Peter  (1),  515  n.,  5.'iO  n., 


n..  243,  2in  31L, 


15.3.  156,  171,  231. 


Jiuisoniiahlf,  203. 

313.  330,  404,  liiQiL 
liumhorgt,  iil 

Hninillir',  UH  151,  

311.  335  (  2).  im 
Ramsay,  '.^30 
Uatnogatc,  lii 
Ranee,  River,  104 
Randall  and  di.,  »ilii]>l)uildcrs,  .335 
Rating  of  shiiw,  7,  328.  220 
RnttliKiuikr,  5  Hi  11, 
Rawdon,  Lord,  344,  2ifi 
Ruwlin^,  (yajU.iin  John,  22fi  and  n, 
Ravuer,  Cai'taiu  John,  lOIi      400,  i2ii  il.. 

i21 
Rfaf,  34,  211 
UmI  Familvt,  1 35  u. 

lhal  FilifH;  06,  liL  lia  and  n^  IM  and  il, 

102.  an 

Rmi  S<m  FriijH-,  .31  and  il,  35,  3L  22 
Real  TnwiJorte,  Admiral  the  Marques  del, 

21111. 
Reals,  Captain  de,  41.'> 
Rcar-.\dmiral!<.  10.  2U 
Febfctyi,  50,  21ia  ii- 
/icr-owr//.  317 

Rc<l  Bank,  New  Jerije)',  301.  2H2 
Redd.iU,  Captain  Ambrose,  545  p.,  aaQ  n., 
.552  111 

Re«ldii*h,  Captain  Henrv,  51 

Fedoubfaltlf,  m  m,  m  U..212  n..  214.  -ILi 

Reeve,  Yico-.Vdmiral  Samuel,  2111 

Re-embark in;^  in  face  of  an  enemy, 

lU^l'chi,  415,  liLi 

Rellectorx  in  liK)itlious«!<,  338 

Re^sio,  32  n..  21 

ReK<;io,  Adndral  Don  Andrea,  .34,  1 35  a. 

lte<ii:nent«:  15//j,  ti2  n. ;  24<A,  (i2ii.;  Dal- 
zttCf,  Jil  and  U-;  40'/'.  Klli;  lioynl  Fusi- 
lier*, 112.;  lioyal  I}vjhlandrr»,  201  li. ; 
Luiiinlxmry  (trcii'idirrK,  2DLi;  62n(/,  2211; 
70//1,  2211;  Jtoyil  Artill'-ry,  2iil 

Re<;iKtnilion  of  seamen,  lii 

Re<;teren,  Captain  Grave  van,  MiH.  U. 

Reid.  Captain  James,  .373 

lieina,  247,  21a 

Relief  of  Qucl)ec,  by  Douglas,  357, 
Remittances  by  sejnnen,  lii 
Rcnncs,  Bishop  of,  1 02 
Ufnommet;  114,  115,  120  iL,  212  m, 

:mai2 

Renoxc,  103,  2Q1  n^  203,  313,  387,   

iDfi  n^  400,  iilJll  IL 
Bentoue,  Captain  J.imes,  51  n„  58,  68,  73, 

76,  m  m,  m  and  ii. 
Rent«<riu,  Captain  Dun  J.,  Qli 
Re|>risals,  44,  il 

Kfpuhe,  222  !L,  212  IL,  Wl,  ii2Q  n. 
Re|>ulsc  Bay,  21!i 
Jivsoiti,  aa2 

Itesoiufion,  21i<  ii„  210,  221.  311, 

211iL,iii:iiL:,lliIiLi^Uii  514, 
022  n^  a2i 

30—2 


■'84. 


404. 


337, 
515. 
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Jifttiditioii,  1  "H 
Jiestoralion,  143 

Ket«^  Di»ti  FrnnciM;o  Martinez  ile,  fi2 
Itetireiiient ;  sft  Superaonuation,  PetuiuuH, 

Kftiro,  M 
Heitnioii,  "iin  n- 
Keval,  IL 

J{er,  ii,;r,  Itfi,  r}3^  Ufi       IMj  Mi  1^  i^L 

I'js*'.        my,  ;i73,  ;iHit, 

Rcvttit,  CoiniiXKlore  ilii,  lti7.  !<!'■* 
EeviewH,  Naval,  M'.i 

liowanl    for   discovery   of  a  North-west 

PawHge,  .'{ID 
llcwanU  for  capturing  piratea,  U 
l{eym>Klit,  Frauci*  (latrr  Moreton):  Mr 

Sloreton,    Captain    Francis    Iteyuolds ; 

it/lirnttrth  Lord  Ducie 
Ecynolds,  Captain  Henry,  5'>0 
lieyiiMldd,  Adiuiml  Joliu  Qj,        222  fia 

f)<;r> 

Jfhiiiottros,  .'U3 

KlKiile  I(dan<l,  |J8L        403,  404,  407,  m 

410.  411.  443.  471.  512 
Itieli,  Admiral  Sir  Thomas,  Bart.,  ifi2  n. 
Kicli,  Captain  Edward,  12ii  li. 
Iticliardi*,  t'omniantlcr  Francii*,  2Qti  u. 
Itulielii-u,  ]klan>lial  the  Due  dc,  14'2. 

lill 

Kiclielieu  llivt'r,  35t»,  ('158.  lilil 
likhmuud,  '106  n^  22li  n^  245,  211i 

313,  lOe  IL,  im  11. 
llitliiiiond,  Virginia.  4HH 
lU.lK-y,  Sir  Maltlipw  Wliito,  ill 
Kiedt»el,  (leneral  Baron,  35'J,  'Mb,  367, 
l{i;;^erK,  3  t'> 

Ki'ipng  of  a  iiuin-of-war,  3'Ji> 
lUjiicvrld,  Captain  van,  itOii  XL. 
Itijsbraak,  the  itculptor, 
Kiu  de  Janeiro,  '^51 
Hio  Grande  (S.  America),  ;122 
liijHjH  (or  mpjxtu),  12.  34.  43.  IQ  n., 


146. 


304. 


3(tK 


71. 


Tti,  2111  and  n^  202,  2:iii  lu,  2Ali  26L 
:W5.  315.  r>43 

iJivaiico,  21il 

Kivarole,  Marchcw  de,  3S,  1  lt» 

Kivett,  Lieiitcuaut  P.,  uDii  ii. 

HoaUm  lolnud,  tii}  and  il 

I(ol>«rtt(,  Bartboloinew,  2fi0  and  2iil 

llobcrts.  Captain  John,  310 

lioln-rti^u.  Captain  Geor$;e,  54)5 

Itohinfton,  Captain  Hugh,  31)5  tUj  ill2  li. 

Bi)l)in!»on,  Captain  Mark  Qii        5a  -"^ll. 

UJlu.,  415,lli2  lUiUlIli. 
RobiuMiti,  Colouel,  (Mar.),  U3 
BohiuKon,  Commander  William,  &^  n. 
yW/u.s/,  415,  jyi,  1112  IL 
I'obmtf,  21ii  U:,  313,  llJi 
Roca  Partida,  ail 

Bochambeau,  Admiral  de,  107^  274,  2^2 
Bocliaml>eaii,  (iencral  de,  48H.  405.  501 
Bocbe-Allard,  Admiral  the  Munjuie  de  La,  09 


I{ochechouart,  Captain  Vicomte  de,  415 
Bochefort,  22       140,  145,  171-172.  224. 

252.  291.  a)2 
Rochelle,  La,  2UI1 

i?(W4«fer,  33,  34,  li|3,  216,  2ia  and 

221  n^,  212  n„  3^  aiii 
Rwldam,  Admiral  Boliert,  294^  311,  afifi 
Rodney,  2Qd  n. 

Rodnev,  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydge* :  Lonl 
Rodney,  K.B.,  121  n^  1«3,  liiO  Qa  \^ 
215  and  n^  224,  231,  232,  233,  239,  242- 
245.  252.  263  3ST,  '-VXV,  40H^  425^  432, 
440.  443  and  lu,  1  lS-171.  472,  477-lt<S. 
494.  502,  604,  506.  508.  519-r.;;s.  Cdiii 

Rodney,  Captain  Hon.  John,  oLi      ."iL^O  u. 

Bot'hurk,  8Q  201  and  n^  202,  203,  335. 
386,  lUfliL 

Rogers,  Captain  Sir  Frederick,  Bart.,  4^  321 

Ilogem,  George,  322 

Rogers,  Woodc*,  316 

iMnnd,  115 

Rollo,  Colonel  Lord,  228,  233 

Uonian  EmjKTur,  lifli 

Ilomury,  12,  Hi,  SI6,  iiifi  and  il 

Homulut,  489, 1112  IL 

Roofing  tdii|)o  in  ordinary,  3.36 

Rooke,  Adnural  of  the  Fleet  Sir  George, 

2fi  n^  LLiiL 
RoqueTeuil,  Admiral  Comte  de,  alt  89. 

90,112 
Rot>a«  Bay,  102 
Rusbau,  Captain  de,  174  a. 
Roi«cofr,  LUi 

liMif,  Hfi      192,  212      2M  n^  266,  279, 

298.  313.  315.  335 
RoHewell,  Captain  Henry,  12Q  lu 
Ro»«well,  J.,  shipbuilder,  12 
RoMi,  Cai^tain  Sir  John,  Kt.,  C.B.,  quotwl, 

533 

Row  (jrreviousltf  Lockhart),  Vice-Admiral 
Sir  John  Lockhart,  Bart.,  215  n^  21S  n., 
293  and  n^  415.  567 

RoHit-dhire,  3ii 

lioitan,  299 

Rot  he,  Commander  Peter,  505  il 

Itouge,  Cape,  209 

Rouret,  Captain  du,  127  il. 

Rous,  Captain  John,  113-115. 141. 168. 183, 

Routh,  Ca^itain  Robert,  206  d. 

Row-galleys,  359,  360,  363,  365 

Rowley,  Vice-Ailmiral  Sir  Ju«hua,  Bart., 

190,  iro,  105^  21B  IL,  2r,0,  41.5.  434.  435. 

437.  lo-s.  4;"  J.  Jill      Ipo.  567 
Rowley,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  William, 

82  and  n^  94-97.  101.  103. 107. 108, 116. 

565 

Row7.ier,  Captain  John,  131  n. 
Rowzier,  Captain  Ricliard.  31 
Jtviful  Auu,;  25L  3111  (2) 
Hot/al  Caroline,  237 
hoytil  Chnrlotir,  12,  237,  54fi  n- 
"  Royal  Family,"  '1  he,  285 
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Royal  Fortune,  2fill 

Royal  Oeorrje,  12.  44.  21ii       231^  449, 
54£l 

Hoyal  Naval  Exhibition  of  1891,  m 
Royal  Oak;  34,3^5,ilin^47,Rr,fl2,96, 

101.  103.  an        aiii       434^  1512 

4111      a2Q  iil 
Royal  Saififfe,  3'i.'>.  3r>(; 
Hoyul  SiK-iety,  The,  im  2ii2 
Rmjal  SovrrrufH,  Li 
Itovikl  United  Service  Institution,  21 
Rami  I»'i7/»rtm,  IIL  Mil  =06t  ML  231. 

/^u^)s,  12a  Da  M2 

/?M^«/,  131     31|iL  HI  and  n^  475.  Uli 
Uudyard'R  Eddystone  Lighthouse,  14 
Ru]irt,  3L  32.  34.  35,  96,  101^  104 
Kushout,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  i 
Kushworth,  Captain  John,  221 11. 
RusHel,  Captain  John,  !>(»,  101  li. 
RuMeU,  m  and  n^  71^  15      »<).  lOL  28G. 

315,  aUi  IL,  4fS2  lu,  lii3  5^48*),  hlQ.  ik, 

m  !L,  ii2Q  IL,  532.  ihiii 
Kuwiell,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Edward :  Earl 

of  Orford,  2, 112  u- 
Ru88«]|,  John,  1 

Kumia,  2C  ft  tfi.,  41-13,  47,  Ql  341) 
Ruyter,  Captain  de,  ^I£l  il 
Rye,  187.  18H^  201  a. 

Saba,  ISQ 

Soda,  Ca]>taiu  Don  Michael  de,  34 
Sadraa,  176,  550-552 
Sage,  14a  11^  liil  u. 
Sattittaire,  522 
Sail-cloth,  U 

Sailing;  Instructions,  04  and  a. 

Sail-uiuk(jr«,  •<  t'^ 

Saint-Cesaire,  Captain  de,  533  n. 

8t.  Alhann,  2h  u^lii  n_^2Li      267,  274, 

276,  298,  310.  313.  400^  4£Mi  n^,  42fl  ik, 

431.  aia  D  .  a2Q  11. 
St.  Anne's  Bav,  Martinique,  213 
St,  Augustine,'  Floii.la,     n^  269,  270,  314, 

441 

St»  Bon,  Captain  (afterwards  Admiral)  de, 

at  Lisoa,  2Q2 
St  Brieuc,  liil 

St.  Cas,  Di9a.tter  in  the  Bay  of,  194,  lila 

St.  Catherine**,  ail 

St.  Catherine's  Light,  338 

St.  Charles  River,  (iuobec,  2lil 

St.  i'hristopher;  sft  St.  Kitt's 

St.  Clair,  General  Uon.  James,  118 

St.  Croix,  Chevalier  de,  231i 

St.  Esprit,  96,  2H0,  Hi 

St,  Eustatia,  Florida,  2fifl 

St.  Eustatia,  or  St.  Etistatius,  West  Indies, 

242.  3<X).  4WQ.  4HI.  486.  503 
St.  Felix,  Captain  de,  aMl  n^  5a0 
St  Foy,  235 

St  Francis  de  Pupa,  Fort  21ili 
St.  George,  156.  201  n..  202.  292 


466. 
510. 


469, 


St.  George,  Chevalier  de :  «w  Pretender,  The 
Young 

St  Georges,  M.  Grou  de,  124,  12i  n. 
St  Helen's,  43,  66,  107,  HH.  147, 16L  182, 
216,  231.  234,  261.  311.  320.  445.  502, 

St  James's  Square,  2 

St  John,  Captiin  Hon.  Honrv  (I),  238, 

151iL,4U2n.  " 
St  John,  Island  of  (Prince  Edward's  I^land>, 

IM  and  IK,  lai 
St  John's,  Lake  Chainplain,  356,  358^  3.'>!i, 

360,  361,  362.  366.  368.  370.  311 
St  JohnX  Newfoundland,  210,  250,  251. 

253.212 
St.  John's  River,  Florida,  2fi2 
St  Kilt's  (or  St  Christopher),  51  n..  6tj  85. 

122.  369.  433.  440.  469.  479.  480.  4H6. 

501,  510-519.  521 
StTawrence,  River,  182. 205. 20<'.-210.  22)k 

227,  228.  311.  354.  355.  356.  357.  53h. 

My 

St  Loe,  Commander  Edward  £2},  311 
St  Loe,  Rear-.\ilniiral  Edward  Qj,  45  and 
2fi4 

StTloif  s,  1211  Hi,  114  Qi.  175.  LZil  n..l98  q. 
St  Lucia,  242      244,  254,  428,  42;t,  431^ 

432.  43.3.  434.  452,  463,  461, 

478.  481.  482.  ^84.  486.  487. 

520 

St.  Lunairo  Bav,  11)4 

St  Malo,  113, 192,  ^93,  194,  229,  291,  293» 

2SJli,  445 
St  Martin,  Rh^,  191,  2fi2 
St  Martin,  West  Indies,  4MQ 
St.  Michel,  415,  557,  2li3 
St.  Nazaire,  LUi 
St  Nicholas  Island,  311 
St  Philip's  Castle,  Minorca,  US^  Ib  i, 
St.  Pierre,  Island  of,  Uii 
St  Pierre,  Martinique,  202,  245 
St.  Poissonniire,  hL  de ;  his  still,  331 
St.  Servand,  313 

St  Tropez,  Gulf  of,  84,  273,  310,  311 

St  Vincent  244,  254,  433,  434,  479,  4^8 

St  Vincent  t^a]*,  438,  449.  alii 

St  Vincent  Earl:  nee  Jervis,  Sir  John 

Ste.  Anne,  306,  313 

Ste.  Marguerite,  123 

Ste.  Therdse,  Isle,  22Ji 

Saintes,  The,  203,  311,  522,  525,  52l 

Salamander,  hi  ik,  212  n^  21 5^  ll!l  n.,  52Q  n. 

Salavarria,  Captain,  318 

Saldanha  Hay,  350.  54.S 

Salines,  Poiute  des,  Martinique^  482,  483, 

Saliez,  Captain  de,  125  n^  12ll 
Salines,  The,  241 

Salisbury,  11  n^  43  n^  96.  140,  llil  and  n^ 

163i  lllSa  kl^  IIU  n^  lil24  IK,  311 
Sal  lee,  25i3 
Salou,  2J 
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Salt,  Commander  Sani]>KOii,  \S±L  n. 

Sattaih,  188,  310,  ILL 

Kalter,  Captain  Elliot,  i2I  lu 

Salvert,  Commodore  Perrier  (Ij  de,  LUl 

Siilvert,  Cajitain  Perrier  (2)  de,  'iriO 

Samar.  Island  of,  241, 

Sanibnla  Keys,  59^  aiii 

•Sun  Antonio,  '^47  n.. 

San  Bias,  Gulf  of,  Hi 

San  Bruno,  448  n» 

San  Carlos,  34^^5,37^1111^72,^11(2}. 

118  n^  5115  11- 
Sandgate,  3:t"> 

San  lX)mingo  (tfe  aho  His)>anioIa),  145, 

284.  286,  2M.  i^^i  Ho, 

473,  494,  4i)5.  490^  aai 
S<in3wicK^222  n^  23L  2M  ik,  235, 

and  Dj,  415,  449,  151  ik,  450,  458,  459, 

486.  53ii 

Sandwich,  John,  Karl  of,  2,  111  n^  325, 

345. 3M  and  n. 
Sandy  Hook,  379.  390.  398.  399.  400.  404. 

408.  441.  470.  495.  5ll2 
San  Eugenio,  US 
San  Feli}ic,  11  n^  72,  ail  (2j 
San  Fcrmin,  448  u. 
.San  Fernando,  34.  37.  9G.  ail 
San  Fernando  Me  nor,  ill 
San  Francisco  d'Assis,  31 
San  Genaro,  211  n..  249,  250. 312,  3H,  ^15 
ban  Isidore,  34,  35,  an  lu,  273,  314^  aiii 
Sanitation,  23,  44-46.  Sai 
San  Jen'inimo,  54,  5G,  51 
San  Joaquin,  21A 
S»in  JosK,  ail 
San  Juan,  314 
San  Juan  Bun(it(a,  34,  ■'<14 
San  Juan  de  Puerto  Kii-o,  5ii 
San  Juan  Menor,  34,  314 
San  Julian,  44!t 

San  JuBto,  Captain  Don  de,  125  ii. 

San  Lucar,  449 

San  Luis,  .34,  35 

San  Miguel,  51Q 

San  Pedro,  34,  37,  311 

San  Bafarl,  liii  n. 

San  Sebastian,  26L  3Qfi 

Santa  Cruz  (Canaries),  188 

Santo  Fe,  02 

Sunta  hahtla,  34,  30,  37.  311 

Santa  Margariita,  lUI  u. 

Santa  Martha,  GO,  311 

Santa  Monica,  52Q  U. 

Santandcr,  47,  G5 

Santa  Uota,  34,  35,  37,  311 

Santa  BostJia,  314 

Santa  Trnm,  314,  1115 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  Tfi,  7L  IH,  133,  134,  135^ 

S(tnti»ima  Trinidad,  241,  315 
Santo  Domingo,  449 
San  Vincentr,  1 18  n. 
Sapphire,  'ilti  IL 


Sapphires  Prize,  211 

Saratoga,  354.  370.  aiii 

Sanlinia,  29,  40,  49,  U2  lu,  11«,  253 

Sardoine,  313 

Saiiine,  325 

SauuiareE,  Admiral  Sir  .Tames:  Lord  de 
:     Saumarez,  376.  379.  5Q11  n^  alfi  an<i 
\  52Qn- 

Saumaren,  Captain  Philip  de,  125  122  D„ 
12ii  and  n^  2^  32L  323,  321 

Saumarez,  Captain  'lliomas,  '^H 

Saunders,  Admiral  Sir  Charles,  K.B.,  3, 
121  n..  128.  152.  155.  160.  1C9.  189.  HKL 
195.  196.  204-209.  210.  222  and  n^  223, 
224.  228.  232.  232  and  lu,  252^  310,  321 
325,566 

Saunders,  Rear- Admiral  (Ilussian  ser\-ice\ 
1211. 

SaundcrR,  Rear-Admiral  Sir  George,  Kt,,  3, 

4,  32,31 
Saurins-Murat.  Captain  de,  Qii 
Sauvage,  lii5  n. 
Sauzou,  235 
I  Savage,  Admiral  Lienrv,  520  ii. 
Salvage,  31L  ^ 

Savannah,  Uiver  and  Town,  441.  442.  471. 
Hi 

Savoy,  2a  et  $eq.,  40,  Sll 

Sawkins,  the  buccaneer,  258 

Sawyer,  Adnural  Herbert  (1),  212  n^  308. 

428.434,  MjI 
Saxe,  Marsiial,  118.  llil 
Saxtou,  Ca]ilaiu  Sir  Charlee,  Bart.,  .327. 
\     iaim,513  IL 

,  Sayer,  Vice-A<lnural  James,  152  n^  It*". 
188,51515 

S<:arhon>ugh,  72,Ifin„86,88,181ina2QfilL» 
259,  263,  2fi4,  lia  n- 

Sceptre,  1  li">  n.,  •">57.  503  IL, 
I  Schanck,  Admiral  John,  301 
I  Schenectady,  2Q1 

Scheveningen,  31il 

Schomberg,  Captain  Sir  Alexander,  Kt^  14, 

183.  2DiiiK,22Iandn^231na330n- 
Schoon^rs,  33Q 
Schuyler,  General,  358 
Schuvler's  Island,  367 
Schuylkill  River,  3ill  n. 
■  Scilly  Isles,  The,  14.  91.  445.  446.  504.  532 
Scipio,  332 

Sclater,  or  Slaughter,  Captain  George,  9(i, 
]  IM 

Scorpion,  12,  200  lb  312 

Scott,  Captain  Alexamler  Q  \ 
I  Scott,  Captain  Arthur,  4,  121  ii^  2ii3  n. 
I  Scott,  Commander  James       16,  00 
;  Scott,  Captain  Sanmel,  22rnr 
,  Scotland.  110-1 13. 196. 20L  n..  223. 224. 

Scouting,  Inefficient,  fil  n. 
j  Scroggs,  the  navigator,  318.  312 

Scn>|ic,  Cajttain  Carr,  147.  148  n^  15.3. 

I  231  IK,  an 

.  Scurvy,  117.319.  321.323.503 
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Sra/ord,  211  and      274,  310.  331 

iSmhoTfr,  lyO,  idDli  n^,  ;K>H,  2^1 

240.  :>li  and  ik,  2i>7,  301  and  513  fi^ 
r>fi<^  n..  "i.'i'i  II..  n. 

Sea  InlandB,  The,  Jt"2 

Seakonnet  Cliannel,  402 

Seamen,  Encouragement  of,  IK,  19,  Xi9,  310 

Seamen  un  the  AiithoriHetl  KBtabliHhmcnt, 
Number  of,  5^  ^'21 

Sea-jmwer,  Striking  illuKtrations  of  the  in- 
riuenco  of,  IHL  182,  180,  200,  358;  In- 
fluence of,  in  the  N.  Anierican  cam]iai^, 
353  ft  »<•«.,  393,  3M 

♦Scaa  h,  Right  of,  138,  2p.  2i>3, 2fi3,  aii2 

Secrecy  at  a  court-martial.  The  oath  of,  loH 

SiH-retarien  of  the  Admiralty,  3,  32& 

Seethin;;  Lane,  2 

Seizure  uf  Britixh  hliiiM,  26 

Stnecterrr,  20!> 

St^m  pil,  18(>-189.  254.  311 

Seniority,  Olijections  to  promotion  to  flag, 
rank  by,  345 

Senxibfr,  415 

Seiwya,  131^  IGl 

Serapit,  lily 

&rifux,  J>ei  125  Si,  126,  ai2 
iSen'n,  415 
Serpen  f,  335 
Servanu,  OlVicer*',  Ifl 

Seven  Yearn'  War,  Th«,  7.  84. 140.  222  n.. 

254.  255.  2iili  rl  wy.,  2iiS 
Sertrre,  55<  >  n..  556.  563 
JSrinn  (called  Sefente  while  in  French 

hand»),  122, 121     31L  312.  320.  321 
Sevemdroog,  143 
Seville,  Treaty  of,  48, 5Q 
Seymour,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  George 

Francis,  311 
Shannon,  183.  212  O. 
Shatition,  The,  445 

ShetrneM,  51  n^  57^  lil  n^  III      112  P., 

212  5^,204.  3M 
Sheeme«»,  336,  339,  351 
Siicll-fire  (»f  f  aUo  Bombs),  136,  311 
Shelvocke  Inland,  311 
Shelvocke,  Lieutenant  William,  316—^18 
S]ii|ibuildeni,  12,  335 
SliiiMt,  Advantages  of  large,  411. 112 
Shi]«  captureil  and  lost,  310-^U5 
Shii>K,  Cost  of,  IQ 
Shi|i«,  Dimenttiuns  of,  9,  12,  335 
Shi]*  on  the  strength  of  the  Navy,  7,  328 
Shi]«,  Sujieriority  of  French,  5'>'2 
Slii))wrights,  342  and  n, 
Shirley,  Captain  Thomas,  21fi  n^  311 
Shirley  (inflri/,  113. 115 
Shirley,  (Seueral,  5iO 

Shirley,  Governor  of  Massachusetta,  77, 100. 
lOlllii 

Siiirley,  Vice-Admiral  Hon.  Washington: 
lult'r  Ymt]  Ferrers,  2111  ik,  284,  Qlili 

Shoreham,  513^1^3^71,73,  Ifin^ 266. 
267.  2ii5 


Shot-hole  stopping  apparatus,  331 
Shovcll,  Admiral  Sir  Clowdislev,  112  u., 

Sftrewibiiry,  .34,  HI  and      15  n,,  206,  229, 
299.  303.  415.  Iii2  n^486,  Ifil  n..  498. 

513  r- 

Shuldham,  Admiral  Molyneux:  Lord  Shuld- 

ham,  201  n^,  202,  203,  212  ik,  243^  22Q 

and  n..  291.  311  (2)  oliii 
Sibyl,  lai  n^  512  ul^^  u- 
Sicie,  Cajie,  95,  211 
Sicily,  29,  30,  32, 35,  36,  38,  40,  M 
Sick  and  Wounded  Ikwinl,  The,  1 
Sickness  («ef  a/»o  Sanitation),  71,  72,  74, 

117.  118.  132.  141.  154.  178.  182.  19». 

203.  250.  276.  L'Ts,  L'Sl,  2s2.  286.  290. 

321.  322.  323.  3  i'J,  -143.  444.  446,  468 
SignalH,  rr^  2^  22L  =^  Ml 
Sillery,  20H,  221 

Simonton,  Captain  Itobert,  545  u, 

Siiirrre,  415 

Siri-Hc,  225  IL,  226,  313 

Sir  Thomas  Hoe's  Welconie,  318,  319,  32Q 

Skerries,  The,  15 

Skynner,  Captain  I*ancelot,  302  ami  n- 

Skyrm,  the  pirate,  21i!3 

Slmle,  Sir  Thomas,  Kt.,  3,  8,  326,  335 

Slaves  released,  IM 

Sloo|«,  330 

Suiall-])ox  (sM*  alto  Sickness,  Sanitation), 

358 

Smalls  Rock  Lighthouse,  3^ 
"  Smasher,"  The,  331 
Smeaton,  John,  14,  15 
Smith,  Admiral  Edward  Tvrrel,  52D  il 
Smith,  Admiral  Thomas  (4),  112, 156,  Lflfi 
and  IL 

Smith,  Admiral  Sir  William  Sidney,  341 
Smith,  Ca]«tain  E<lwanl,  212 
Smith,  Captain  Elliot,  m 
Smith,  Caiitain  Ilenrv,  liil  u. 
Smith,  Captain  James,  2Qfi  n^^  208,  3Q1 
and  II, 

Smith,  Captain  Richar«l,  20(1  il. 
Smith,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  157 
Smiths,  312 
Smoke  in  action,  15^ 
Smollett,  quoted,  II 
Smuggling,  15,  16,  17,  '262,  2fi3 
Soanes,  Captain  Joseph,  11  n. 
St^Mrraito,  247.  315 
Sobiero,  9B 

Soinsons,  Congress  at,  41  and  48 
Sokbay,  4L  221  IL,  274,  282,  298,  .310, 373, 

374.  497      513  and 
Solebav,  or  South  wold  Hay,  111 
Soltil  'Royal,  209,  211i !!:,  '22Q      'i2L  313 
S^Mad,  311 
SoUdt,  afi 

Solitairt;  218  n^  115 
Siimcrs,  ('a])tain  Thomas,  115 
Somtrset,  92,  96,  lOL  1H5,  20fi  222 
400.  IM  n. 
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SomerMft^  Ca]>tain  John  Stukley,  174 

Sommelsdijck,  Vice- Admiral  van,  i&  n. 

Sorel,  ?ItS 

Svrliiigt,  .HIO 

Sorpreta,  34,  311 

SouJanget*,  Captain  <le,  41.'» 

Sound,  The,  2li 

South  Africa,  121 

South  Sea  Comiaiiy,  Tlic,  44,  5a 

Southampion,  H,  :iil       liJil  Sa  '-•>'>' 

301. 312. 313.  aia 

Southill,  \m 

Sou(h$ea  Ca»lle,  224,  211  nu,  212 

Som-erain,  ZLi      213, 2Q2 

Spain,  29  et  set.,  31t,  42,  46,  47,  4t<,  49-52. 

58,  05,.  66,  8J),  102,  139,  238,  231),  261, 

265.  292.  lia 
S|jani«h  humanity,  322 
Sijartcl,  C'ai«,  32,  211 
Spartivento,  ("ajw,  31 
Sprtdu  ell,  311.  316.  311 
Spcke,  Captain  Ilenrv,  llil  n^  1G2,  21fi  ik, 

311 

Spenee^  269,  210 

Sphinx,  IM,  21fi  n^373,  iM  n„415,  alfi 

550  Hj,  554.  5C3  ii. 
Spilbergen,  the  voya;j;er,  ^ill 
Spinola,  Rear- Admiral,  lliH.  u. 
Spion,  505  a. 

Spithca.1,  30.  47.  iS.  n..  50,  63.  66.  90. 108. 

117.  141.  142.  156.  158.  172,  186.  191. 

192.  193.  206.  210.  231,  250.  289.  301. 

324.  338.  343.  395.  112^445^  446,  503. 

540.  512 
Split  Rock,  362 

SpottiHwooii,  Colonel,  58  and  n. 
Uprightli/,  505  Q. 

Springd,  Uue  of,  ^99,  400,  512,  5111 

Sprv,  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard,  131  n.. 

l'41.  144.  206  n..  235  n..  239.  244.  252. 

343. 5fifi 

Spry,  Lieutenant  ,  lOfi  n. 

Spy,  201  a. 

SquirrrI,  10  n^  183,  2Qfi      208,  269,  272. 

314.335 
Stag,  223  m,  212  tt. 
Staering,  Ca|»tain  A.  C,  505  il 
Stanhope,  Admiral  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Edwyn, 

513 

Stanho])e,  Rear-A<imiral  John,  513  n..  520 
Stauho|ic,  Captain  ^ir  Thonias,  Kt.,  189, 

190,212  2^215,218  n..  231  n..  235.  23ti 

and  n^  23L  2ii3  n. 
Stanho})e,  Colonel,  Minister  to  Si>ain,  31 
Stanhope,  Lord,  30  | 
Stanton,  Captain  John,  174.  311 
Stanwix,  Brigadier-General,  204.  205 
Stapleton,  Captain  Milc8,  51  ik,  5d 
Slarliemberg,  316 
Staringh,  Captain,  505  n. 

Starke,  Lieutenant   ,  361.  305 

Start,  The,  G3 


Statcn  Island,  380,  382,  383 

Stephens,  Captain  Kathaiiiel,  120  n^  131  n. 

Stcphenn,  Sir  Philip,  Bart^  32fi 

Ste{)ney,  Captain  George,  llO 

Stcvcnn,  Rcar-.\dn[iiral  (  harle*,  121  n^  1G4. 

174.  175.  no  n^  181,  ina  and  n^.  200,: 

224.  225.  232.  282.  287.  2a9 
Stevens,  Captain  William,  5.50  n..  552 
Stewart,  Cajitain  Henry,  ^  88,  'ILL 
Stewart  (or  Steuart),  Ailniiral  of  the  Fleet 

James,  63,  ill 
Stewart,  Vice- Admiral  Hon.  Keith  (1),  238> 

4l5,5lifl 
Stills  fitteii  in  men-of-war,  337 
Stillwater,  3111 

Stirling,  Captain  Sir  Walter,  Kt ,  188. 
231  u^SOil  n. 

Slirling  Cattle,  23andna46,96,98»iaOn^ 
20£iandtK,233n^2i2n^215n^21fina 
•jhl.  415.  431. 151      456, 112  ii. 

Stock  market.  The,  115 

Stockholm.  26, 11,  42, 13 

Stores,  Lack  of,  HO 

Stork,  300,  3U 

Storms,  27,  39,  58,  aS  (2},  63,  90, 108,  121^ 
122.  132.  166.  169.  186.  12Q  n..  193. 
209.  215.  217.  219-221.  225.  231.  250, 
272.  275.  276.  311-315.  321.  397.  404. 
408,  449.  478.  479.  489.  510 

Storr,  Rear-Admiral  John,  189,  21B  n^ 
231  n^  230  Ha  5fil 

Stot  t.  Captain  John,  183,  20li  n. 

St  radian,  a  R«aman,  161 

Strachan,  CapLiin  Sir  John,  Bart.,  21fi  D» 
220 

Strachan,  Admiral  Sir  Ricliard  John,  Bart^ 
352 

Strafford,  54. 55. 56. 59. 61.  fi2  and  p..  10  p.. 

76, 123     lii3  IK,  134x1^11- 
Strait  of  Le  Mai  re,  320,  321 
Strange,  Captain  Edmund  (or  Edward),  IfO 
Strickland,  Vice-Admiral  Charloi,  31 
SlromMi,  or  Stromboto,  10  n^  10  n^  190> 

200  Ha  100  n. 
Striimo,  222 
Stuart,  General,  151 

Stuart,  N'ice-Admiral  Hon.  Charles,  251  an<l 

n^  264,  265,  200 
Stuart*,  The,  42,  89,  ^  258 
Stutzer,  Commander,  505  u. 
Subtile,  2ii3  and  lu,  284,  312,  550  u. 
Success,  34,  61,  02  Ha  10  n^  192,  316.  311 
Suckling,  Captain  Maurice,  105  ami  |k,  166. 

230  n..  300.  320 
Sh/M;  100^71,76,85,86,87,434,  438. 

454  a. 

Suffren,  Vice-Admiral  Pierre  Andr^,  Bailli 
de,  200.  2i:i  n^  402, 132  and  n..451. 457» 
482.  508.  539.  546-564 

Sugar,  21 

Sullivan,  General,  (U.S.A.),  409, 110 
Sullivan's  Island,  372,  3Z3 
jShZ/'A  ur,  100  il. 
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Sultau,  3£(ii       4Mi  i37j  £74,  Hiil 

ftud  n.,  55G.  .')(iO,  ilj^  il 
Sumatra,  200.  iiiii 
Suiiiluy  olwervaiK  i'H,  21j  lili 
Hunderluml,  llil  and  ik,  107.  IM  HjO, 
•    2Qli      ^  liTOj  27L  278.  aU^  liLi 
Suiuit-rland,  I^ord,  JlLl 
.Su|jerannuat«l  Rear-Adiiiiralti,  344. 
Su|ieraiiiiuation  of  oBicerw,  20,  iLi 
.Supirb,  1U>.  250.  alii  il.  530  n.,  .')"»2  n., 

.'">51.  ">(i:{ 

,-^tifxrU,       32.  3;},  ja,  4a,  JiiS 

!>o,        220.  am 

Su]>crKtiti<>n,  .'tl  7 

Siirajah  Dowlch,  Navvabof  Bengal,  lOO.  1C3, 
IM 

Surf,  183,  211 
Surj^eiiiis,  2j  10,  iHD 

Surgidero  at  Cart.T^'oua,  Tlie,  12  ainl  ii^  13 
Snr/irisr,        n..  i>r)7.  i"»i">-"'  n. 
Survt  illanie,  lia 

Surveyors  of  tlie  Navy,  3.  326.  •"•3-'> 
Surviil*^,  Capt^iin  dc  (1),  lUii  n, 
Survillc,  Captaiu  de  (2),  ill  Uli 
IW  n. 

Sutherland.  90,  18n,  208,  221  liiiii 

212      aiii     211i  a. 
Sutherland,  Captain  Andrew,  lii2  n^iiiil 

484,522  0. 
Sutton,  Captib  Evelyn,  250, 415.  olli  n^  Qlfi 
Sutton,  Captain  Robert  Manucrn,  Qiii  n^ 

50n  n. 

Swallow,  Ifi  IK,  lai  and       143,  2G0,  311. 

4')4.  mi 
Stm„,  187.  188 

Swan,  Lieutenant  J.  B.,  505  u. 
•Swanton,  Rear- Admiral  Robert,  172.  'jOfi  m, 

222  iLi  22ii  221  and      232,  212  n^  243^ 

244.  245|  ^ 
Swanton,  Captain  Tliomsis  (1),  3, 1 
Sw«k-n,  2li  ct  seq.,  40-42.  |3~17,  22f>,  257, 

340.  211 
Kwef{)«.  22fi,  ii£J3 
Swi/'f,  3;i5 

Swi/hurr,  180,  190,  212  and  ik,  213,  215, 

21H      21l>,  2M  tK,  2aii 
SwivflH,  11  n. 

Swiney,  Admiral  William,  4ii2  il 
Sylphiile,  174  n..  175.  198  n„  5.50  il 
Sjrmonds,  Captun  Tlioiaaus  373 
Symons,  Vice- Admiral  John,  lii2  n^  520  a. 
Syracuse,  35,  3G, 
St/ren,  373 


Taafk,  Lieutenant  ,  '-"8 

Tasus,  riie,  GO.  91.  107.  274.  Slfl 
Talbot,  Captaiu  George,  545  u.,  550 
aii2iL 

'rall>ot,  the  privateer,  James,  2bO.  -85 
Tanjjier,  11  u. 
'I'anjoro,  132,  m 
Tftpiffeur,  54  (i  IL 
'I'arragona,  211  il 


Tarrvtown,  380,  Sfiii 

7«rtar,  221  n..  238.  269.  293.  338.  380. 

505  n.,  .509  il 
Tartar  »  Prize,  212  n^  293,  aU 
Tathwell,  Commander  Joseph,  399  i^. 
Taylor,  Captain  Polycarpus,  liiS  n^  llii  n- 
Taylor,  Captain  Thomas  {I},  31 1 
Taylor,  Captain  Wittcwrougc,  172.  23L  dU. 
Tchesme,  Battle  of,  -^41  a. 
Tea,  21 

Teach,  or  Thatch,  Edward  :  see  Thatch 
T^Urm>p4f,  2liG 


Ttim^rair'-,  IJli  n^  151  n^  212  n„  214.  215. 

233.  231iu.212tL.21in^21fin„;iLi 
Ttmplf,  21iin^212n^21iiiL,2Muj  249, 

2.50.  312.  ai3 
Temple,  Richard,  Earl,  2 
Temple,  Sir  Richard,  4.  0211 
Tenuiy,  Cominodor«  dis  250,  251,  252,  471. 

475-177.  IM 
Teiierife,  liil 

T>:,  jmc/iore^  220.  and  n„  231,  202 
Terribh,  8,12,60.  ^^2ll;,Il^^LlaiIl:l•^^L 
9L  98,  122. 12a  and  n„  121  IL,  20«,  312, 
415.  IM  II ,  459.  4a2  n^  im  501 
Terror,  12,  113,  282,  QUi  n. 
Texel,  Tlie,  507.  5W.  aOIi 

TiiaUiu  aaii 

Thame»,  3(|2.  213 
Thames*,  River,  12,  Sliii 
Thatch,  Edward,  known  as  "  Blacklteanl," 

259.  2);o 
Ur^-'i  ,  21ii  iL.  219,  220.  aia 
llietin,  12ii  and  n^  12(i,  2113 
27«-/M.  212  n^  211  and  n^  306,  313,  315. 
3:{0 

Thiercilin.  Captain,  125  il 
Tliinbr,  .'>50.  -t^  1 
Tlwku,  lil 

Thompson,  Vict-Admiral  Sir  Charlcf  (1). 

Bart.,  lii2iL,lilll2aiil^!LiJi2QlL 
Thom|>#on,  Ca|>Liin  Edward,  19,  21  an<l  n., 
22. 23 

Tliomjwon,  ('aptain  Samuel,  234  n., MS  antl 

nalli2iu,lillrL.iilliru,52£liL 
lltrtr  liruthers,  2<ili 

Tf.ux't'r,  Ifi  iL.  llil  atkd       212  U:,  21ii  IL:. 

2l!i  iL»  27G,  illO,  373,  371,  Mi  n. 
nuudcrrr,  300,  313,  Mi]^  S^ii,  115.  llli  il 
Thiirot,   Commodore    Francois,   I'.Hi.  223. 

224.  i?29-231  an.l  ru,  29*|,'297,  298.  21111 
Tiburon,  Cape,  08,  ^ 
Ticonder<>!?a.  185,  204,  205,  355,  35rt,  2iilL 

3(i3.  3ii4,  3G8,  370,  380,  'Ml 
Tiddeman,  Captain  Richard,  173,  liitL  tj^ 

21S1  iind  212 
Tierra  Bomba.  titt,  22. 

Tig^r,  43.  Hi  IK.  47,  Ifi  n..  140,  Ifil  and  ik. 

162.  163.  Ill  n.,  175.  Uli  and  ik.  ML 

llMn^  199.  272rSia 
Tigrt,  34^  96.  247,  Mi  aiii 
Tilbury,  62,  iITdZ  LL  IB  11,  121  ik.  Ilia  n^ 

I   169. 273,  tio,  an 
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'I'illy,  C»]<t<iin  de, 
Timlwr,  ■H:'..'> 
'I'ltiiekwiiens,  Ki,  li  nn<l  n» 
'riinewcll,  IViijamin,  ii 
"  Tin-cladN,"  rretursorii  of  the  Ainerio.iii, 
lil' 

Tindali,  Captain  George,  221  !l 
'l  iiiinr., 

'l  inker,  ("ajitain  John  lUndon,  '11'^  n..  'I'lT* 

'ri|>|>oo  Sultun,  •'<•'>  1 

Tisiphoiie,  5iili  iilH 

Tobago,  ia8i  ;J54,  487,  521 

Toby,  l-'omnmnder  Hichani,  HIl  u. 

Toll,  t'ai'tain  Edniond,  133  ik,  lila 

'I'onis,  Captain  Peter,  :^I0 

Tonnage,  Computation  of,  U  u, 

Toiinant,  121  iia  LiHi  L^IL  ii. 

Touyu,  Caj  tain  George  Antlmnv,  iQfi  n^ 

303 
Tojiuze,  14H 

'l  orbay,  U*!,  ID      217.  312 
Torba'y,  Jli  ii^  Ii  ii^  l>0^  141.  171.  18S. 
IK,  219,  2;i0,  231     2it»,  jtl2,  mi  iki 

504.  al3  n^  iV20  n- 
Torren,  Admiral  Don  Kwliigo  de,  34.  58,  5t>. 

(j2,tiil,  OojTG^TL  nil 
Torre»,  Conde  de  las.  Hi  | 
'1  orriiKjton,  'ICu 

Torrington,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  George 
Byng,  Vincoum,  3^      29^  TO,  31^  3^  33- 

3«,  3i     40. 112  =^ 
Tortuga,        'JG3,  272,  31ii 
'I'ortuga  UankH,  The,  135 
Touche.  CaptAtn  de  La,  4fl'i  u. 
Touche*,  Commodore  ile«,  415.  4W,  489- 

4ti.{ 

Touchet,  Mr.  Sanmel,  IM 
Toulon,  59,(j«i,f<4,«5,Wt,92,!i3^ 

107.  124.  142.  14fii  160.  liii),  1*!9.  190, 
210.  211.  2 IT).  2^:9,  274.  •,'HO.  310.  394. 

39LiiLii2,  liiii 

Tvulviise,  IHi 
Touruel,  M.,  Ill 
Tower  Hill,  2 

'I'owueseud,  Captain  Sir  Isaac,  Kt.,  1 
Townlcy,  Captain  Ecimuud,  Isil 
Townwiul,  Admiral  Iwiac  ^2),  70.  ll<j.  117, 

122.  280.  aiia 
Townsend,  Charle*,  32fi 
Townhhend,  Admiral  Hon.  George,  90,  11<). 

130.  14.').  209.  2H1.  alii 
Townnhend,  General  Hon.  George,  2£!5J 
Towry,  Captain  John,  4,  ilti 
Towry  {fmiuugli/  I'liili)*),  Captain  Henry 

John  Thilii*,  21ii  IL,  222  n- 
Trade,  Ett'ett  of  war  on  :        aho  Convovn, 

Privatwrs,  etc.),  130,  138,  231,  232,  245, 

253.  257.  29ti.  478 
Tr.afidgar,  ■')54 
TranquL'bar,  178 

Tram-it  of  Venus,  E.>])edition  to  observe  the, 

3iH  and  u. 
Treachery  :  Dutch,  Uli.  n. ;  Hengalcnc,  Hi 3 


Treasure  shijif,  Si-anish,  44,  53.  £5^  l-'o. 

13<i.  238,  241.  271,  279.  280.  308,  31i 
Treasurers  of  the  Navy,  3,  3'j(i 
Trc;ity ;   of  Paris  (I7(i3),   254 :   lid  ween 

France  and  the  I'niteii  States,  .394.  42G 
Trefuisis,  Ca|>tain  Thomas,  1 
Trelawnev,  Captain   ISir   William,  Hart., 

201  n..'202.  2£>3 
Trelawncy,  Governor  of  Jamaica,  fi&  70^ 

111  and'n.,  5<Q 
TrOmigon,  Captain  de,  415.  540  n, 
y  »rn^,  185,  2i2Si      207,  2ili  n^  248,  3£ii 
Trenton,  •'•188 

Tre«  Montce,  Peninsula  of,  322 
Trcvauion,  Captain  Sir  Kicholan,  Kt.,  1 
Trcvcncn,   Cajitaiii,  (Hussiau  Navy)  341 
and  IL. 

Trevor,  Cajitain  John,  Q2 
Trevor,  Captain  Thomas,  54^  55 
Trevor,  Ca|>tain  Tudor,  11  ii^ 
Trial,  or  Tryal,  253,  310.  320.  321 
IrutPs  Prizr,  321 

Trident,  9G,  121  S:,  HM  m,  150,  15«,  2£lli 
m.  209,  22fi  231i  and  312,  400,  llili 
n^  434. 151  n..  15ii 

TrliiconiHle,  121.  131.  132.  181.  197.  224. 
225.  ariO,  552,  554.  557-5GO.  otil.  afi2 

Triuite,  La,  243 

Trinity  Houae,  Corporation  of,  H  342 
'Jriomphant,  458.  510.  533 
Triple  Alliance  (1717),  The,  23 
Triijoli,  '>M  n. 

Triton,  Hi  IK,  78,  111  and      llfi  ^  liil 
mi  m,  104i  nil  212  n^  ML  415,513  u., 
520  iL 

Triumph,  51      59^  143^  312i  liili  4iifi 
TriiiHjl,  311 

Trobriaml,  Captain  de,  415 

Trollope,  Admiral  Sir  Henry,  333 

'I'romelin,  Ca]>tain  du,  554')  n. 

Tronjoly,  Coinmotlore,  543 

'I  roude,  M.,  quoted,  ^29,  48(?,  525 

'J'ruscott,  I(ear- Admiral  William,  4li!i  n.. 

5(Vi  n..  520  iL. 
Tucker,  Captain  William,  212  JLi  ^ 
Tullibardiiie,  Marquis  of,  311 
Turin,  112 

Turpin,  t  aptain  de,  415 
Tuscany,  jJT,  2112 
7'hW.'223  m..  235  n. 
Tico  ,Sister»,  2fi3 
Tyranny,  Naval,  21,  22 
I  vrrtjll,  Hear-Admiral  llichard,  8G,  152  n^ 
201  m,  222  IK,  3iia  and  n^  5li5 

I'khk  a  Elkasoba,  Queen  of  Sweilcn,  11 
Cnclaimol  pri7.e  and  Uiuntv  monev.  342 
i  Cnirorn,  215  ikj  235  n..' 299,  .304. 

t  m 

Cnifonu,  20,  21,  31Li35a 
/  nion,  21h  IK,  235  ik,  Slili  u. 
rppleby,  Cajitain  Samuel,  :iS7,  ilHi  m,  40*.'. 
428  IK,  llUn- 
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Upton,  Commander  Arthur,  Ifil      IGO,  211 

I'rry,  ('n)»tain  Jolm,  -4<i  n. 

I  Miant,  Caiw,  05,  27<>.  287,  113,  415.120 

n..  iLi  n..  444.  4 15.  405.  oCH).  5^11 
UHber,  Captain  Artliur, 
I'trccLt,  Treaty  of,  29,  l£>li 
Utting,  CiipUiin  Anhhy,  31D 
U  veilale,  Captain  Sanmet,  225.  21ii  ik,  347. 

Vachkll,  Commander  Ott irge,  'J&i  an  dn., 

aiit2i 

Vado  Bay,  124 

Vaillanl,  303 

I  VjiiiijtMrtir,  21ifi 

Wilmt;  \i2!i      22G,  313 

Viilevale,  Captain  Dun  Ignaciu,  31 

Valcour  Inland,  301-308. 

l  aliant,  234  fij.  235,  2111  ii^  lliL  500 

52Q  n. 
YalparaiiK),  322 

Vaiibruph,  Captain  Cliarle*,  .14,  210 
A'anbru<:li,  CapUiin  (iilcH  Kicliard,  iiQ 
Yanbru<;ii,  <  aptain  Philip,  4,  31 
Vandeput,  Admiral  George,  013  iii 
VandertUisHcn,  Colonel,  2<()  and  u, 
Vandore,  Captain  de,  lii2  u. 
I'aiiytiard,  172,  200,  222       221  and  n^, 

Vanicoro  iHland,  352  n. 

Yaun«»,  llXi 

Var,  Uiver,  123, 124 

Varlo,  Captain  Weston,  2lil  a. 

VaHhon,  Admiral  James,  5<>5  n.,  ii20  IL 

Yaudreuil,  Vice-Admiral  the  Marqui«  de, 

90,121  m,207,  228,  415.  523.  529.  530. 

535.  536.  531 
Yaughan,  Admiral  John.  5fki 
Yaughan,  General,  479,  IMO,  Ifil 
Yaughaji,  the  navigator.  31H 
Vatmeulon,  Ca|itain,  12a  u. 
Yam,  Mart-chal  de,  441) 
Ve<;a  Florida,  Captain  Conde  «le,  211 
Vtlusco,  '.^48 

Yelasco,  Ca]itain  Don  Luin  de,  247  n.,  24H 

Yenczucia,  a5 

yi  iKfnnza,  241  31& 

Vriiifmurr,  217,  21fi  IK,  221      305,  415. 
151 Q. 

Veuffeur,  114      llii      lllii  n^  415,  452, 

540  n..  550  n..  559.  5ii3  n. 
I'liitum,  308.  ai5 

I  ruus,  21H  IL.  302,  305,  308,  313  (4).  lOfi 

n^  12H  ih,  431, 151  n^  5U5  u. 
I'l  l,  IIS,  214 
Yera  Cniz,  135 

Ycre,  Lord :  w  t  Beauclerk,  Admiral  Lord 
Verc 

Vcrjier,  Commodore  St.  Andre  tlu,  21il  n^ 
211! 

Vernon,  Admiral  Edward  (1).  fi  n..  16.  17. 
52  an<l  n^  53-f!5,  07-8(t8o.  Ill  atid  il, 
u..  134,  207,  27L  274,  211 IL 


335. 


Vernon,  Admiral  Sir  Edward  (2),  Kt.,  iLim, 

291.  311,  343,  513  and  n^  5lil 
VenmillcH,  Ll^ 

l'r»tal,  8,  21ii     300, 301  and  n^  313 

j  Vrntnh;  2ili  IK,  301,  2111 

I  Ve sit  l  int,  10  n^  Hi  IK,  2011  IK,  ^34  a. 

Vcth,  Hear-A<tmiral  Luca»  de,  2ii 

Vice-AdmiralB,  111 
I  Vicomt*»,  Captain  de  La,  'tXi  a. 
'  Vi  toirr,  2ia 

Virdir,  4'»  IL 

Virtury,  GO,  107,  108,  214  and  ik,  310. 

415.  417.  419.  420.  421.  424.  5011  n.. 
Victualling  Otlice,  Porttimouth,  343 
VictualH,  21 
Vienna,  310 
Vienna,  Treaty  of,  42 
Vimje,  213 

Vigie,  La,  St.  Lucia,  429, 131 

Viiilaiit,  122,  12ii  and  n^  131  By  392, 

iOti  n..  415.  434. 151  n. 
Vigihtnte,  1 15.  312 
Vignault.  (.'aptain  de,  121  m 
Vigo,  40,  201,  202,  300,  ill 
Vilainc,  River,  21il      221.  223.  224.  23.'t. 

313 

Vilena,  Ca|>tain  Don  M.  <le,  Qfi 
Villa  Franca,  84,  92, 211 
Villalolx)«,  the  vuvagiT,  317 
Villavicentia,  Ciiptain  l)i'ii  Manuel,  34 
FiV/r      Parh,  335,  415,  IM  ik,  513,  514. 
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,  535 


.  567 
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 520,  532,  533,  534. 

Villebrune,  CBjitaiii  lie,  iil2  u. 
Vincent,  Adiuintl  Nii'lmlas,  174  ik,  177 
Viucentc,  Ca]itain  Dm      211 IL 
Viper,  143,  2M  n. 
Virgin,  242  ik,  31L  313 
Virgin  Qiiren,  10  a. 
Virginia,  335 
Virginia,  i3Ji 

Virginia,  259.  399.  442.  473.  488.  4tWK 
Volage,  90,  281.312 
Vuhnle,  34,  35,  3L  311 
Volcano,  40(>  n. 
Vr inland,  ill 

Vukan,  10  IK,  70,  1 25  n.,  415 
VuUurt,  IBI 


Wachtmkihtkb.  Admiral  Ramn,  11 

Wager,  310,  320,  321-J23.  549  u. 

Wager,  Admiral  Sir  Charles,  Kt.,  2,  3,  43. 

40,  47,  48,  112  IK,  312 
Wager  lliver,  319. 220 
Wage*,  Payment  of,  ih 
Waldegrave,  Admiral  Hon.  Sir  William  (1); 

Lord  HaiUtock,  .'lOlt 
WalcH,  H  IMC  Frf.icri.  k,  Prince  of,  1113 
WalcH,  of  tircenwich,  Mr^  3.3S 
Walker,  Captain  Samuel  1Io(m1,  479 

Walker,  Lieutenant  .  211i  ik.  2111 

Walker,  the  privateer.  George,  270.  2W, 

2H2.  2H5.  2hli 
Wallalwut  Bay,  283 
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WalliUf,   Ailniiral  Sir 

40!),  2^3  a. 
Wallinf:f«»nl  Houw,  'j 
Wallis,  Captain  Snimiel, 

2ai  lu,  23li  IL.  a2fi  £2) 
WhIik.Ic,  Sir  Robert,  «7,  HJi! 
Walnh,  merchant  of  Nantes,  1 10 
Waliiinchain,  Cnji<ain  Ilcm.  Kob«?rt  Boyl« 

(enrlur  Hon.  I{olx>rt  Bovle),  1H'>.  "liik  n^ 

'J4'J  ;M_Xi,  415j  4«0^  iliU 

Waithciiimni  Kav,  "0 

WaHon,  Admiral  Sir  (Jwjrge,  34.  STj.  2« 
ami  n^  43,  an 

War  ilwlan«d  witli  Sjnain,  22i  ii^i;  wi«h 
France,  'Mj  H2 :  with  Sjwin,  22&;  bcpim 
with  France,  3'.»7  ;  by  Spain  with  Briiain, 
443 :  by  liritain  apainstt  Holland,  47H 

Wani,  CVi'taiii  Ht-nry,  lifi 

Ware,  M.,  shipbuilder,  S3ii 

Warrant  ofticens :  Miuttcn*,  GnnnerN, 
Piirnerti,  Surgeons,  lloalKWainn,  Carpen- 
ters, etc. 

Warnuiti*,  111  n^  LLi  n. 

Warren,  Vi<  e-Admiral  Sir  Peter,  K.B.,  fiSri^ 
110.  113-115.  llM^Liin^  l^fi.  r,>3,  l.'tO. 
]  3^,  'Jii3»  ^ 

Warrior,  '»'-'0  n..  "tlM 

n'ar»/)i7^  2ii  and  n^  ;n3^  214^  2Vi^  21fl  n^ 
'Jl!>.  '-"jO 

» «rH-»>Ar,  !t2.  i>6.       m  n^  Lli  130. 

Ittl,  L'H.'..  2!'0,  304,  .'W'n,  311,  313,  3:tri 
Warwick,  Captain  Thomas,  Ifii  and  ii^ 

lfi.t 

Wathiutjtoii,  307 

W(\Khinirton,  Captain,  (niil.),  H  n. 

W!isliiiis;tiin,  Gencnii  (ieorge,  13t>  and  n.. 
371.  3«2,  3><3,  3f<4,  3H5,  380,  38L  3^ 
3H0.  3'.t3.  3t>H.  401.  402.  40'..  400,  470. 
471.  472.  4HH.  4!i.'>.  4iH:.  501.  302 

Water,  23,  031 

Watcrbury,  Colonel,  304.  300.  307.  3fi9 
Waterhoiii*e,  Ca]>t»in  Thomajs  54j  £5 
Watkins,  Ca]<tain  John  (2),  JHi 
WatkiiiH,  Captain  Hichard,  80,  88.  96,  2fi2 

and  IK.  aii 
Watson,  Vice-Adiniral  Charlea,  90,  125  p.. 

l:^n..  140.  142-144.  ir^V104 
Watson,  Captain  Thomas  (IX  55.  "I.  72. 

274.  275.  aiQ 
Watson,  Captain  Thonian  [Ji),  iM  n^  1£C  n. 
Watt,  Ca]>tain  Janiea,  1<M>  n..  0^2  500 
Weather  uai^e.  Advantages  of  the,  484.  480. 

531.ii:i  ^ 

Wmzcl,  128.  m  n^  KVL  2111      284,  aOQ  u. 
Webb,  Captain  James,  liili  n^  liii3  U. 
Weblicr,  liear-Admiral  Charles,  '-j4K  u.,  507 
Welderen,  Captain  (irave  van,  505  il 
Wellanl,  Captain  UoWrt,  Ml 
Wells  and  Co.,  Hhi]>bnildcrK,  lUa 
Wells,  Vicc-Ailiniral  Thomas  (1),  495 
Wentworth,  Gmerai  Thomas,  03.  fil  p.,  08, 
T<V80 

West,  Adiniriil  'i'lionia.*,  5 1 3  xk,  52<)  lu 


West  Africa,  21  tk.  1.".8,  13t>,  109,  173, 

18({-18!> 
West  Indiaman,  283 

West  Ipdie«,  FT,  42-46.  48.  50.  52  etc.,  5K 
02,  07-80,  85-88.  91^  105.  110,  114,  115 
110.  126.  128.  130.  132-137.  142, 
189.  190.  203.  204. 
238.  i;39.  242-250, 
284.  289.  302,  303, 
395.  12^i  '/  447 
4 HO,  .'>i  )'.(.  510 


107. 
220. 


312. 
471. 


217. 
267. 
310. 
.  448. 


140. 
2?5. 

2IL 
311. 
451. 


279. 
315. 

  478,  

Westminster  Abbev,  m  2£!if 
West  Point,  385,  ^ 

West,  Vice-Adniiral  Temple,  %.  104. 12ii  iv, 
142.  140,  148  n^  152.  154i  1:'>^  iiilii 

Wetzel,  General,  22  n^  21  il. 
Wevniouth,  213 

Wtymmith,  64^  08,  IQ  n^  73,  111  n^  175. 

177.  llfl  n..  lHa  n..  199.  21fl  n..  261.  21ii 
Whahbont,  3iil 
Whalebone  Point,  2111 
Wheeler,  Captain  Edward,  1 5'j  n..  915  p.. 

221n^30l.2QQ 
Wheelock,  Captain  John,  2Qfi  n..  22fi 

211i  Hi.  248, 2115 
White,  Captain  Thomas  (1).  quoted,  -500  p., 

517. 5ia 
White  Point,  Louisbourg,  183 
White,  the  navigator,  Francis,  32fi 
Whitehall,  2 
WAiVfAacew,  211 
Whiteside,  Denry,  23ii 
Whitshed,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  James 

Hawkipt  (earlier  James  Hawkins),  llli  ii- 
Whitwell,  Captain  Matthew,  222  n. 
Wborw'ood,  Captuiu  1'hoinas,  1 
Widows  and  (Jhildrcp,  Pronsiop  for,  18,  lii 
Wierlz,  Captain,  iilia 

Wight,  Isle  of,  173, 193,  351,  396, 445.  llii 
Wilkinson,  Captain  Andrew,  '-jig  n. 
Wilkinson,  Captain  George,  513  n..  52Q  Qm 
Wilkinson,  Captain  Thomas,  3!i5  n. 
Willes,  Sir  John,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the 

Common  Plea*,  105.  l£!li 
Willett,  Captain  William  Saltren,  21ii 

2.34  n. 

William  Augustus,  Duke  of  Cumberland, 

Prince,  M  and  h± 
William  Henry,  Duke  of  Clarence  (later 

King  William  IV.),  Admiral  of  the  Fleet 

Prince,  313  p.,  aliti 
Williams,  Captain  Edmiuid,  96,  103.  IM 

and  n. 

Williams,  Captain  James,  513  n..  a2Q  u. 

Williams,  Sir  John,  Kt.,  320 

Williams,  Captain  William,  373 

Williams,  William  Peere,  afterwanh  Ad- 
miral of  the  Fleet  William  Peere  Williams 
Freeman,  IM  n^  121 

Willis,  Captain  Francis,  21il 

Willis,  Captain  Thomas,  215  ii. 

Willis's  battery,  Gibraltar,  II 
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Wiliuingtou,  AVI,  ilil 
Wilsoii,  Ailiairal  Ucorgc  (1).  aia  n..  A20  a. 
Wibon,  LieuteDiiut  Robert,  121 
Wittchdrnt,  ^u^'M^'^  168,  2Q1  and  n. 
29'.'.  ail 

AVinchelwea,  Daniel,  Earl  of,  2  i 
WinchediTT,  11  n^  ill      12Q      203^  238, 
2fii 

Windage  allowance  in  guns,  11 

Winder,  Captain  Joseph,  iil 

\V%niUor,  llnji5L6L62,70iIiin3l2iiiL, 

121  n.,  267.  301.  Sia 
Windsor,  ('antain  Hon.  Thoma*,  115 
Witidwanl  Islands  («e«  ulso  West  ludlt*,  l 

Martinique,  etc.),  468^  469,  535  I 
Windwanl  Ptiosage,  The,  Lli 
Winter,  Ship«  laid  up  in,  6, 323  ' 
Witcliell,  Mr.,  ilM  j 
Woenwl,  Captain  van,  '><">.">  il 
UW,  6^1,  68,  ID  n^  215  n^  209^  270.  284, 

aio.  an  [2) 

Wolfe,  fuloiieT.  IQ 

Wolfe,  (ieucral  .James,  18^  1^  196,  201- 
20*.).  .'t.-»7 

Wolseley,  .\dmiral  Charles,  552  n„  5£fi 

Wonioii  on  fhiplxtaril,  22,  2H,  .'>40 

\\"olk1,  Captiiin  Charles,  511i  n^  5515  559. 

mi 

Wooldrid<;e,  Caiilain  Francis,  47!)  n, 
WiKihvich,  4^  12,  a|j5,  33fi 
Woolwich,  122,  2Q1  and       203,  221  ik, 
212  n. 

Worctxln;  39,  54,  55,  56.  51  n..  HI  n..  lii  n.. 
lii  n.,  123  IL,  m  272,  314,  415. 
">1.">  n..  .'t.V)  n..  'i5'2  n..  556.  559.  560. 
5(»3  IL 

Wor^'e,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  188,  IM 

Woniis,  'I'realy  of,  hli  li» 

Wright.,  Captain  Ijiwrence,  1 

Wright,  the  privateer,  Fortunatu«,  276,  2i»2 


Wyborg,  Battle  of,  3il  u. 
Wyndham,  Captain  Charlew,  59,  Qi 
Wj'nyani,  Colonel,  (^lar.),  !i3  il 

xiMAsi,  oa  • 

Yachts,  Royal,  237,  330,  335 
Yards,  322 

Yarmouth,  125  and  n„  ik,  128.  HI  n„ 
175.  176.  179  n^  180,  llHi  n^  434,  458, 
520  n. 

Yarmouth,  22^,  310, 15J 
"  Yellow  Admirals,"  ILLl 
York,  dfi      70,  76,  Hi  IK,  131  n.,  2Q0  lu, 
232,131 

York,  Duke  of:  are  Kdwanl  Augustus,  Dilke 

of  York,  Prime 
York  Factor^-,  32Q  .  , 

York  Uiver,  494,  lUfi 
York  town,  405,  442,  47L  iliL  502 
Young,  Admiral  J.inie»  (1).  148  n.,  '218  n., 

223,  239,  2p,  5fi5 
Young,  Captain  Walter,  450.  151  4ri8. 

1511 

Zafkarine  Islands,  511 

Zavalkw,  Don  Juan  Carlos  Gutierrez  de, 

Zfhr'i,  335.  fi'20  n. 
Xt  le,  525,  526,  522 
ZviiMi:,  314 
Zrphijr,  505  IL 

y.'phyr,  96,  211  IK,  290,  309,  313 
Z>l,hyr,  2l)li  n^  212  IL 
y.krikzue,  lil 

Zodiaque,  HI  ik,  1 75.  179  n..  180.  Isl^ 

ma  and  IK,  199,.  115 
Zoutnian,  Hear-Admiral  Joiian  Arnold,  105- 

50.-i 

Zwaluw,  505  u. 
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